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P    R    E    F    A    C 


HAVING  now  arrived  at  the  conclufion  of  our 
Twentieth  Volume,  we  mould  have  been  dil- 
pofed  to  have  celebrated  this  year  as  a  fort  of  jubilee, 
and  feafon  of  felf-congratulation,  if  the  awful 
afpecl  of  the  times  had  not  forbidden  every  emotion 
bordering  upon  levity,  and  afforded  matter  of  the 
moft  ferious  confideration  and  reflection  to  every 
member  of  the  community.  No  circumftance  of 
time,  nor  ftate  of  affairs,  can,  however,  reprefs  our' 
gratitude,  or  reftrain  our  acknowledgements  to  the 
Publick,  for  that  continued  favour,  which,  as  it 
has  during  fo  many  years,  conftantly  increafed  with 
our  labours,  fo  it  has  alone  enabled  us  to  encounter 
the  arduous  tafk  of  appearing  annually  before  them 
in  fo  many  fucceffive  publications,  upon  each  of 
which,  their  former  effeem,  and  future  approbation, 
were,  of  courfe,  in  fome  degree  hazarded. 

The  importance  and  magnitude  of  our  hiftorical 
bufinefs  have  unhappily  rifen  to  nearly  the  higheffc 
pitch  at  which  they  feem  capable  of  arriving.  We 
relate  events,  in  which  every  member  of  this  wide 
and  divided  empire  is  deeply  interefled  ;  in  which 
many  thoufands  are  immediately  and  perfonally  con- 
cerned ;  and  wherein  its  beft  blood  is  too  copiouily 
{hed.  The  incidents  are  numberlefs,  and  the  par- 
ties concerned  in  every  incident  numerous.     It  is 

3  not 


if  PREFACE. 

not  eafy  to  fteer  a  fafe  courfe  of  hiftory,  through  the 
•  of  civil  conteft,  and  amidft  the  animofuy  and 
malignity  of  contending  factions-  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftanccs,  we  are  obliged  to  as  much  caution  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  truth.  And  whilft  publick 
affairs  continue  of  fuch  extent  and  importance,  and 
that  materials  of  all  kinds  both  political  and  mili- 
tary grow  upon  us  in  the  manner  they  do  at  prelent, 
wc  fhall  be  much  more  lolicitous  to  fulfil  our  duty, 
and  preferve  our  reputation  with  the  Publick,  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  matter  which  we  lay  before 
them,  than  at  all  concerned  as  to  the  inconiequential 
circumftance  of  a  later  or  earlier  publication. 

Our  Publifher  has  made  an  obfervation  to  us, 
which  he  fays  efcapes  moil  readers,  who  have  not 
fome  acquaintance  with  what  is  technically  termed 
the  bulinefs  of  the  prefs.  He  fays,  that  the  Hifto- 
rical  Article  is  at  prefent  fuelled  to  fuch  an  extent, 
that  if  it  were  printed  feparatcly,  and  in  the  com- 
mon mode  of  publication,  it  would  fill  a  volume  of 
nearly  the  fame  iize,  with  that  in  which  it  is  now 
included ;  whilft  from  the  circumftance  of  clofe 
printing,  and  its  being  confidered  only  as  a  compa- 
ratively fmall  part  of  a  dirfufe  and  large  work,  the 
dirr.enfions  which  it  would  acquire  in  its  natural 
growth,  are  not  perceived  in  its  prefent  contracted 
ftate.  Under  this  confideration,  the  quantity  of 
matter,  independent  of  any  merit  in  the  arrange- 
ment or  compofition,  may  account,  if  it  does  not 
atone,  for  the  latenefs  of  our  publication  this 
year. 
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CHAP.  I. 
Retrofpeclive  'view  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1 7 76.  Preparation  in 
Canada  for  the  armament  on  Lake  Champlain.  State  of  the  American 
force.  Engagement  near  the  ijle  Valicour.  Arndd  retires  ;  purfuit  ; 
overtaken  ;  burns  his  veffels.  Crown  Point  defrayed  and  abandoned. 
General  Car  let  en  lands  there  vjith  the  army.  Motives  for  not  attacking 
Ticonderoga.  General  Carleton  returns  with  the  army  to  Canada. 
Situation  of  affairs  to  the  fouthward.  General  Lee  taken.  Perfeveranct 
of  the  Congrefs.  Meafures  for  renewing  their  armies.  Lands  allotted 
for  ferving  during  the  war.  Money  borrowed.  Addrefs  to  the  people* 
Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  Tor k,  and  from  thofe  of  Queen' t 
county  in  Long  If  and,  to  the  CommiJJioners.  Critical  fate  of  Phila- 
delphia. Congrefs  retire  to  Baltimore.  Divifons  in  Penfylvania. 
De/ertions.  Surprize  at  Trenton.  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  to  the 
Jerfeys.  Prevented  from  attacking  the  enemy  at  Trenton  by  impediments 
of  ft  nation.  General  Wafhington  quits  his  camp,  and  attacks  Colonel 
Mawhood,  near  Princetown.  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  from  the  Delaware 
to  Brunfwick.  Americans  over-run  the  Jerfeys.  Britijh  and  Auxiliaiy 
forces  keep  poffejjion  of  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  winter.  Indian  war.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between  the  thirteen  revolted  Colonies. 

THE  efforts  to  remove  thofe  fammer  of  1776,  were  equal  to  the 

obftacks  that  had  reftrained  importance  of  the  objects  in  view, 

the   progrefs    of   the  Britim   arms  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  difficulties 

on    the   fide    of  Canada,    in    the  which    were    to    be    furmounted. 

Vol.  XX.  [A]                                      The 
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The  weight  and  execution   of  the  ' 
naval    equipment,    fell    of    courfe 
upon  the  <  I  men  of  that 

.  :ment,  whofe  ability, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  perfor- 
mance, can  never  be  too  much 
applauded.  The  tafk  was  indeed 
arduous.  A  fleet  of  above  thirty 
fighting  veflVls,  of  different  kinds 
and  fizes,  all  furnifhed  with  can- 
non, was  to  be  little  lefs  than 
created  ;  for  though  a  few  of  the 
largeft  were  rcconflructions,  the 
advantage  derived  from  thence 
depended  more  upon  the  ufe  of 
materials  which  the  country  did 
not  arTord,  than  upon  any  faving 
as  to  time,  cr  leflening  of  labour. 
'When  to  this  is  added,  the  tranf- 
porting  over  land,  and  afterwards 
dragging  up  the  rapida  of  Sr. 
Therefe  and  St.  John's,  30  long- 
boats, a  number  of  flat  boats  of 
confiderable  burthen,  a  gondola, 
weighing  30  ton?,  with  above 
400  battoes,  the  whole  prefenfd 
a  complexity  of  labour  and 
cultv,  which  i'eemed  fufficient  to 
appal  even  the  fpirit  of  Britifh 
Jeamen.  However  it  mull  be 
allowed  that  the  labour  did  r.ot 
fall  foiely  on  them.  The  foldiers 
had  their  part  ;  and  what  is  to  be 
lamented,  the  peafants  and  farmers 
.of  Canada  were  taken  from  their 
ploughs,  and  compelled  by  power 
10  bear  a  fliare  in  toils,  from 
whence  they  could  derive  r.o  ho- 
nour or  advantare. 

1  hor.gh  the  equipment  was 
complea.ed  in  about  three  months, 
the  nature  of  the  fervice,  a.,  well 
as  the  eagernefs  of  the  com- 
manders and  .:  ] aired,  if 
it  had  been  polhblv.  a  (till  greater 
difpatch.  The  wi  .r  was  fad 
approaching,  two  inland  feas  to 
>fec  pa fled,  the  Qftknqwp  force  cf 
the  enemy  on  each  to  be  fubdued, 
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and  the  ftrong  ports  of  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  defended 
and  fupported  by  an  army,  to  be 
encountered  fword  in  hand.  To 
add  to  thefe  impediments,  the 
communication  between  the  Lakes 
Cham  plain  and  George,  did 
not  admit  the  paflage  of  thofe 
veflels  of  force,  which,  after  being 
fuccefsful  on  the  one,  might  be 
equally  wanted  on  the  other. 
And  if  all  thofe  difficulties  were 
furmounted,  and  Like  George 
pa  fled,  there  ftill  remained  a  long 
and  dangerous  march  through  in- 
tricate forefls,  extenfive  morafles, 
and  an  uncleared  country,  (till  in 
a  flate  of  nature,  before  they  could 
reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firft 
poft  to  the  fouthward  that  could 
afford  them  reft  and  accommoda- 
tion. 

The  fpirit  of  the  commanders 
rofe  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties 
which  were  to  be  encountered. 
The  objects  in  view  were  great, 
the  glory  to  be  acquired  tempting, 
and  the  defire  of  their  attainment 
feemed  to  leflen  or  remove  ob- 
ftacles,  which  to  a  cold  or  luke- 
warm Speculation  would  have  ap- 
peared infuperable.  Jf  the  Lakes 
could  be  recovered,  and  Albany 
poflefled,  before  the  fever:1,  y  of 
the  winter  fet  in,  the  northern 
army  would  hold  a  principal  fhare 
in  the  honour  of  bringing  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  It  was 
conceived  that  they  could  then 
pour  deftrudlion  at  will,  into  the 
heart  either  of  uie  middle  or  the 
northern  colonies  each  of  which 
would  be  expoied  to  them  in  its 
moil  tender  and  defencelefs  part. 
Whilft  the  poAV.hon  of  Hudlbn's 
river    would     1  .  nd    fecure 

their  communication  with  Genera' 
How:.  ey  a  ad 

a   and   r.c-- 
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tV.ern  provinces,  leaving  thereby 
the  latter  to  fink  under  the  joint 
weight  of  both  armies,  or  to  accept 
of  fuch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
without  the  participation  of  the 
others.  Nor  could  General  Wafh- 
ington 'attempt  to  hold  any  poll  in 
New  York  or  the  Jerfeys,  with 
fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  al- 
ready opprefTed  him  in  front,  and 
General  Carleton's  army  at  his 
back.  The  fucceffes  of  their  fel- 
lows on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
increafed  the  impatience,  and  ex- 
cited the  jealoufy  of  this  army, 
every  one  apprehending  that  the 
war  would  be  brought  to  an  end, 
before  he  could  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  fharing  in  the  honour  of 
that  happy  event. 

With  all  this  ardour,  and  the 
moft  unremitting  indultry,  it  wf.s 
not  until  the  month  of  October, 
that  the  fleet  was  in  a  condition 
to  feek  the  enemy  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  The  force  was  very  consi- 
derable with  refpecl  to  the  place 
and  fervice,  extraordinary  in  re- 
gard to  the  litile  time  fpent  in  its 
formation,  and  fuch  as,  a  very  few 
ages  ago,  would  have  been  deemed 
formidable  even  upon  the  Euro- 
pean feas.  The  lhip  Inflexible, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  Ad- 
miral, had  been  re-conftrudted  at 
St.  John's,  from  whence  (lie  failed 
in  28  days  after  laying  her  keel, 
and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders. 
One  fchooner  mounted  14,  and 
another  12,  fix  pounders.  A  flat- 
bottomed  radeau  carried  fix  24, 
and  fix  12  pounders,  befides 
howitzers  ;  and  a  gondola,  7  nine 
pour:ders.  Twenty  fmaller  veflels, 
under  the  denomination  of  gun- 
boats, carried  brafs  field  pieces 
from  9  to  i.\  pounders,  or  were 
armed     with     howitzers.       Some 


long-boats  were  furnifhed  in  the 
fame  manner.  About  an  equal 
number  of  large  boats  acted  as 
tenders.  Thoie  we  have  taken 
notice  of,  were  all  intended  for, 
or  appertaining  to  battle;  we  omit 
the  vaft  number  deltined  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  army,  with 
its  Aores,  artillery,  baggage  and 
pro;  ifions. 

The  armament  was  conducted 
by  Captain  Piingle,  and  the  fleet 
navigated  by  above  7C0  prime 
feamen,  of  whom  200  were  volun- 
teers from  the  tranfports,  who  after 
having  rivalled  thofe  belonging  to 
the  fhips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of 
preparation,  now  boldly  and  freely 
partook  with  them  in  the  danger 
of  the  expedition.  The  guns  were 
ferved  by  detachments  of  men  and 
officers  belonging  to  the  corps  of 
artillery.  In  a  word,  no  equip- 
ment of  the  fort  was  ever  better 
appointed,  or  more  amply  fur-~ 
r.iihed  with  every  kind  of  pro- 
vifion  necefiary  for  the  intended 
fervice. 

The  enemy's  force  was  in  no 
degree  equal,  either  with  refpect 
to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veiTels,  the 
Dumber  of  guns,  furniture  of  war, 
or  weight  of  met:.l.  Senfible, 
though  they  were,  of  the  neceflity 
of  preferving  the  dominion  of  the 
Lakes,  and  aided  in  that  defign. 
by  the  original  force  in  their 
hands,  with  a  great  advantage  in 
point  of  time  for  its  increale,  their 
intentions  in  that  refpecl  were 
counteracted  by  many  effential, 
and  fome  irremediable  deficiencies. 
They  wanted  timber,  artillery, 
fhip-bui.'ders,  and  all  the  material* 
necefiary  for  fuch  an  equipment. 
Carpenters,  and  all  ethers  con- 
cerned in  the  bufinefs  of  (hipping, 
were  fuliy  engaged  at  the  fea  ports, 
[J]  z  in 
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in  the  conflruclion    and  fitting  out 
of  privateers,   whilll  the   remote- 
iicA,  and  difficulty  of  communic.i- 
tion,  rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky 
materials  extremely  tedious.    When 
we  confider  the  difficulties  011    their 
part,   we  think,  it  not  julr.  to  deny 
the  Americans  the  praife,  of  having 
combated,   and    in   pare   overcome 
them,  with  an  affiduiiy,   perfever- 
ance,    and    fpirit,     which   did    not 
in  the  lead  fall  fhort  of  what  had 
been  employed  againfl  them.     For 
their  ilect  amounted    to   1 ;   vefTels 
of    different    kinds,    confuting    of 
two    fchooners,     one     (loop,     one 
cutter,    three    gallies,    and     eight 
gondolas.     The  principal  fchooner 
mounted  12  fix  and  four  pounders. 
They  were  commanded  by  Benedict 
Arnold,   who   was   now   to  fupport 
upon   a  new  element,  that  renown 
which  he  had  acquired  on  land  in 
the  Canada  expedition. 
h      General   Carleton    was   too  full 
of  zeal,    and  too  anxious  for  the 
event,    not  to   her.d  the  Britifh  ar- 
mament,   and    having    proceeded 
q~  up  the  Lake,  difcovered 

',  '  the  enemy's  fleet  drawn 
''  '  up  with  great  judgment, 
being  very  advantageoufly  ported, 
and  forming  a  ftrong  line,  to  de- 
fend the  paiFhge  between  the  ifland 
of  Yalicour  and  the  weitern  main. 
Indeed  they  had  at  the  beginning 
pi. iced  themfelves  with  fo  much 
ikill  behind  the  ifland,  that  an 
accident  only  difcovered  their  po- 
fition.  The  King's  fquadron, 
without  this  fcafonable  difcovery, 
would  have  left  them  behind  ;  an 
event,  which  if  it  had  happened, 
might  have  been  attended  with 
the  moll  lVrious  conferences,  lc 
i-  (aid,  that  the  unexpected  fight 
of    a    three    mailed    ihip    of 

,    upon  the  Lake,  threw   the 


enemy  into  the  utmoft,  and  mofl 
vifible  confternation.  It  does  not 
fcem,  however,  probable,  that  a 
matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety  in 
Canada,  fhould  have  been  fo  long 
with-held  from  them. 

A  warm  action  enfued,  and  was 
vigoroufly  fupported  on  both  fides 
for  fume  hour.^  ;  but  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  fo  that  the 
fkip  Inflexible,  and  fome  other 
vefl'els  of  force  could  not  be  worked 
up  to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of 
the  action  fell  upon  the  fchooner 
Carleton  and  rhe  gun-boats,  which 
they  fullained  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs,  fuch  extraordinary  efforts 
of  refolution  being  difplayed  both 
by  men  and  officers,  as  merited 
and  received  the  higheit  applaule 
from  their  commanders.  It  is  to 
be  prefumed,  that  when  fo  much 
praife  was  due  and  given  to  the 
conduct  and  valour  of  a  fuperior 
force  on  our  fide,  the  enemy  muf? 
not  have  acted  their  part  amifs. 

The  detachment  belonging  to 
the  corps  of  artillery,  were  highly 
diltinguifhed,  and  did  moft  effen- 
tial  fervice  in  the  gun-boats.  But 
the  fame  impediments  llill  conti- 
nuing, which  prevented  their  being 
feconded  by  the  other  vefl'els,  Cap- 
tain Pringle,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  General,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  prefent,  to  wit 
thofe  that  were  engaged  from  the 
action.  At  the  approach  of  night, 
he  brought  the  w  hole  fleet  to  anchor 
in  a  line,  ar.d  as  near  as  polfible  to 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  retreat. 

[n  this  engagement  the  beft 
fchooner  belonging  to  the  enemy 
was  burnt,  and  a  gondola  carrying 
three  or  four  gum  funk,  from 
whence  we  may  form  fome  reason- 
able   conjecture   of    the  execution 

done 
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«3one  upon  their  other  veflels. 
Being  now  fully  fenfible  of  cheir 
inferiority,  they  took  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  afforded,  of  endeavouring 
to  efcape  from  their  prefent  immi- 
nent danger,  hoping  to  obtain 
fhelter  and  protection  at  Crown 
Point.  Arnold  concerted  and  exe- 
cuted this  defign  with  ability, 
and  fortune  feemed  at  full  fo 
favourable  to  his  purpofe,  that 
they  were  out  of  light  by  the  next 
morning.  The  chace  being,  how- 
ever, continued  without  inter- 
miffion  both  on  that  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other 
circumftances  peculiar  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Lake,  which  had 
been  at  firll  in  favour  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, became  at  length  otherwife, 
fo  that  they  were  overtaken  and 
brought  to  action  a  few  leagues 
fhort  of  Crown  Point,  about  noon 
on  the  13th. 

A  very  warm  engagement  en- 
fued,  and  continued  about  two 
hours,  during  which  thofe  veffels 
that  were  moft  a-head,  puflied  on 
with  the  utmofl  fpeed,  and  palling 
Crown  Point,  efcaped  to  Ticon- 
deroga  ;  but  two  gallies  and  five 
gondolas  which  remained  with 
Arnold  made  a  defperate  refinance. 
During  this  action,  the  Warn 
ingcon  galley,  with  Waterburg,  a 
Brigadier  General,  and  the  fecond 
in  command,  on  board,  ftruck,  and 
was  taken.  Arnold,  at  length, 
finding  it  was  impollible  to  with- 
ftand  the  Juperiority  of  force,  fkill, 
and  weight  of  metal,  with  which 
he  was  overborne,  and  finding 
himfelf  but  ill  feconded  by  the 
Captains  of  fome  of  his  veffels, 
determined  that  his  people  fhould 
not  become  prifoners,  nor  the 
veffels  a  prey  to  the  enemy.     He 


executed  this  defign  with  equal 
refclution  and  dexterity,  and  run 
the  Congrefs  galley,  in  which  him- 
felf was,  with  the  five  gondolas,  on 
more  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  land 
his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the 
veffels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that 
was  ufed  to  prevent  both. 

Lofs  and  defeat  were  fo  far  from 
producing  their  ufual  effect  with 
refpedt  to  Arnold,  that  his  conduct 
in  this  command  railed  his  cha- 
racter (till  higher  than  it  was  be- 
fore with  his  countrymen.  They 
(aid  that  he  not  only  acted  the 
part  of  a  brave  foldier,  but  that  he 
alfo  amply  filled  that  of  an  able 
naval  commander.  That  the  mod 
experienced  fcaman  could  not  have 
found  a  greater  variety  of  relburces, 
by  the  dexterity  of  manoeuvre,  evo- 
lution, and  the  moll  advantageous 
choice  cf  fituation,  to  compenfate 
for  the  want  of  force,  than  he 
did  ;  that  when  his  veffels  were 
torn  almoft  to  pieces,  he  retreated 
with  the  fame  refolution,  that  he 
fought,  and  by  the  happieft  and 
moft  critical  judgment,  prevented 
his  people  and  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But 
they  chiefly  gloried  in  the  dan- 
gerous attention  he  paid  to  a  nice 
point  of  honour,  in  keeping  his 
flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  his 
galley  till  (he  was  in  flames,  left 
the  enemy  fhould  have  boarded 
and  ftruck  it. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain  re- 
covered, and  the  enemy's  force 
nearly  deltroyed,  a  galley,  and 
three  fmali  veffels  being  all  that 
efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  The 
enemy,  upon  the  rout  of  their 
fleet,  having  fet  fire  to  the  houfes, 
and  deftroyed  every  thing  which 
they  could  not  carry  off,  at  Crown 
Point,    evacuated   that  place,  and 

\_A~\  3  retired 
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retired     to    their     main    body    at  be   obftinatc,    although    the  army 

TiconderoTa.     Gen.  Carleton  took  were  in  the  end  fuccefsful,  it  would 

pofl'eflion    of  the   ruir.s,   where   he  probably  thereby  be  lb  much  weak- 

was  foon  joined  by  the  army.     As  ened,  that   all   profpett  of  advan- 

he    continued    there    till    towards  tage  in  the  future  campaign  would, 

the  end   of  the  month,    and,    be-  in  a  great  meafure,  be  annihilated. 

fides  feveral  reconnoitring  parties,  The  difficulty,    perhaps   impoffibi 


pulhcd  on  at  one  time  ftrong  de- 
tachments on  both  fides  of  the 
Lake,  who  approached  within  a 
fin;  U  diltance  of  Tkonderoga,  at 
the  fame  time  that  veffels  appear- 
ed    within    cannon     fhot    of    the 


lity,  of  keeping  open  the  com- 
munication with  Canada,  and  fub- 
ffling  the  army  during  the  winter, 
was  obvious.  General  Carleton 
therefore  reimbarked  the  army 
without  making  any  attempt,  and 


works,  to  examine  the  nature  of  returning  to  Canada,  cantoned  them 
the  channel,  and  found  its  depth,  for  the  winter  in  the  bell  manner 
little  doubt  can  be  entertained  the  country  afforded, 
that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  It  is  fit  that  we  mould  now  turn 
attempt  that  place.  The  ftrength  our  attention  to  the  important 
cf  the  works,  the  difficulty  of  np-  tranfactions  in  the  South.  We 
p roach,  the  countenance  of  the  faw  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
enemv,  and  the  ignorance  of  their  laft  campaign,  that  Lord  Corn- 
number,  with  other  cogent  rea-  waiiis  had  not  only  overrun  the 
fons,  prevented  this  defign  from  Jerfeys,  but  that  the  Delaware  was 
taking  place.  the  only  apparent  obftr.cie,  which 
Ii  was  evident  that  this  poft  feemed  capable  of  retarding  the 
could   not  be  forced  in  its  prefent  progrefs     of    his     army,    in     the 


ftate,  without  a  very  confiderable 
lofs  of  blood,  whillt  the  benefit 
arifing  from  fuccefs  would  be  com- 
paratively nothing.  The  leafon 
was  now  too  far  advanced  to  think 
of  pafling   Lake    George,    and   of 


reduction  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  adjoining  provinces.  The 
American  army  was  indeed  no 
more.  It  is  faid  that  the  greateft 
number  which  remained  embodied 
did  not  exceed  2500  or  3000  men. 


expofing  the   army  to  the  perils  of  This  was  all   that   remained  of  an 

a  winter  campaign,  in    the  inhof-  army,  which  at  the  opening  of  the 

pitable,     and    impracticable    wilds  campaign   amounted,   as  it  is  faid, 

to   the    fouthward.     As   Ticonde-  to  at    leaft    twenty-five    thoufand. 

roga  could   not  be  kept  during  the  There   are   fome  who   reprefent   it 

winter,  the  mod  that  could  be  ex-  as  having  been   at  that  time  much 

peeled  from   fuccefs,  would   be  the  ftronger.     The   term   cf  their  en- 

redudion   of  works,  more  indebt-  gagement    being    expired,    which, 

cd    to    nature   than    art    for    their  along  with  the  obligation  of  duty, 

ftrength,  and    perhaps    the   talcing  difcharged  all  apprehenfion  ofdif- 

of   fome   cannon  ;    whillt    the   for-  grace,    there  was    no   keeping   to- 

jner   would    be    reftored,    and    the  gether,    at   the  heel  of  a   ruinous 

latter  replaced   by  the  enemy,  be-  campaign,  troops   broken  and  dif- 

fore  the  army  couid  interrupt  their  pirited,    equally    unnacultomed    to 

proceedings    in    the   enfu'.ng   fum-  fuboidination,  and    to  a  long  ab- 

jner,     £ut   if  the   defence  mould  fence  from  their  csuntries  and  fa- 
milies* 
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milies.  Thofe  fmall  bodies,  who 
from  p^rfonal  attachment,  local 
circumftances,  or  a  fuperior  per- 
frverance  and  hravery,  nil  I  con- 
tinued with  the  Generals  WaGV 
ington  and  Lee,  were  too  incon- 
fiderable  in  force,  to  demand 
much  attention  on  the  one  fide,  or 
to  infpire  confidence  on  the  other  ; 
whiilr.  the  fupport  to  be  derived 
from  new  levies,  not  yet  formed, 
was  too  remote  and  precarious,  to 
afford  much  prefent  confolation  to 
the  Americans. 

D,  In  this  critical  fitua- 

ec.  i  uh.     .  r     i    -        tr  ■ 

J         t:on    of     their    affairs, 

the  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  feemed  to 
render  them  ffill  more  hopelefs. 
That  oflicer,  at  the  head  of  a  1  the 
men  which  he  could  c  illeft  or 
keep  together,  being  on  his  march 
to  join  General  WafliingtOtt,  who 
had  aflembled  the  Penfylvania  mi- 
litia to  fecure  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  was,  from  the  diftance 
of  the  Brit  fli  cantonments,  be- 
trayed into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
Which,  in  crofling  the  upper  part 
of  New  JeriVy  from  the  North 
rive--,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelefsly  guarded,  at  fome  di- 
ftance  from  the  main  body.  The 
operation  of  zeal,  or  defire  of 
reward  in  an  inhabitant,  having 
communicated  this  fituation  to  Col. 
Harcourt,  who  commanded  the 
light  horfe,  and  had  then  made  a 
defu'tory  excurfion  at  the  head  of 
a  fmall  detachment  to  ebferve  the 
motions  of  that  body,  he  conduct- 
ed his  meafures  with  fuch  addrefs 
and  activity,  and  they  were  fo  well 
feconded  by  the  bo'dnefs  2nd  ra- 
pidity of  motion  which  diftinguilh 
that  corps,  that  the  guard  was 
evaded,  the  centries  feized  without 
noife,  the  quarters  forced,  and 
Lee   carried  off,    chough  all   that 


part  of  the  country  was  in  his 
favour,  and  that  feveral  guarded 
polls,  and  armed  patrols,  lay  in 
the  way. 

The  making  of  a  Angle  officer 
pri.oner,  in  other  0  re  um  (ranees, 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  little 
momenv ;  but  in  the  prefent  Hate 
of  the  raw  American  forces,  where 
a  general  dehcicnev  of  military 
flcill  prevailed,  and  the  inexpe- 
rience of  the  officers  was  even  a 
greater  grievance  than  the  lack  of 
difcipline  in  the  loldiers,  the  lofs 
of  a  commander,  whole  fpiiit  of 
enterprizc  was  directed  by  great 
knowledge  in  his  profeffion  ac- 
quired by  actual  fervice,  was  of 
the  utmolt  importance,  and  the 
more  diitnffing,  as  there  was  little 
room  to  hope  it  could  be  ibon 
fupplied. 

The  rejoicing  in  Great  Britain 
on  this  occafion  was  equal  at  leaft 
to  the  dejection  of-  the  Americans. 
It  was  conjectured,  that  fome  per- 
fonal  animoiitie?  between  this  Ge- 
neral and  feveral  officers  in  the 
army,  as  well  as  perfons  of  power 
at  court,  con  trio  cited  not  a  little 
to  the  triumph  and  exultation  of 
that  time. 

The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  was 
alfo  attended  with  a  circamffanc", 
which  h2s  fince  been  productive 
of  much  inronvenience  to  bo"h 
fides,  and  of  much  calamity  to  in- 
dividuals. A  cartel,  or  fomething 
of  that  nature,  had  fome  time  be- 
fore been  effablifhed  for  the  ex- 
change of  prifoners  between  the 
Generals  Howe  and  Wafhingron, 
which  had  hitherto  been  carried 
into  execution,  fo  far  as  time  and 
other  circumitances  would  admit. 
As  Lee  was  particularly  obnoxious 
to  government,  it  was  faid,  and  is 
fuppofed,    that    Gen.    Howe   was 

(.•/J  4  tied 
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tied  down  by  his  inftru&ions  from 
parting  with  him  upon  any  terms, 
if  the  fortune  of  war  fhould  throw 
him  into  his  power.  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  not  having  at  this  time  any 
prifoner  of  equil  rank  with  Lee, 
propofed  to  exchange  fix  field 
officers  for  him,  the  number  being 
intended  to  balance  that  defparity  ; 
or  if  this  was  not  accepted,  he 
required  that  he  fhould  be  treated 
and  confidered  fuitably  to  his  fta- 
tion,  according  to  the  practice 
eftablifhed  among  polifhed  nations, 
and  the  precedent  already  fet  by 
the  Americans  in  regard  to  the 
Britifh  officers  in  their  hands,  un- 
til an  opportunity  offered  for  a 
direct  and  equal  exchange. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  he  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
that  he  did  not  at  all  come  with- 
in the  conditions  of  the  cartel, 
nor  could  he  receive  any  of  its 
benefits.  This  brought  on  a  fruit- 
lefs  difcuffion,  whether  Gen.  Lee, 
who  had  refigned  his  half  pay  at 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles, 
could  be  confidered  as  a  deferter, 
or  whether  he  could  with  juftice 
be  excluded  from  the  general  be- 
nefits of  a  cartel,  in  which  no 
particular  exception  of  perfon  had 
been  made  ;  the  affirmative  in 
both  thefe  pofitions  being  treated 
by  Wafhington  with  the  utmofl  in- 
dignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  was  con- 
fined in  the  clofeft  manner,  being 
watched  and  guarded  with  all  thac 
jlridtnefs  and  jealoufy,  which  a 
ftate  criminal  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude could  have  experienced  in 
the  molt  dangerous  political  con- 
juncture. This  conduct  not  only 
fufpended    the    operation   of    the 


cartel,  but  induced  retaliation  oil 
the  other  fide,  and  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, who  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
every  degree  of  liberty  confiftent 
with  his  condition,  and  had  been 
treated  with  great  humanity  by  the 
people  of  Bofton,  was  now  thrown, 
into  a  dungeon,  and  treated  with 
a  rigour  equal  to  the  indulgence 
he  had  before  experienced.  Thofe 
officers  who  were  prifoners  in  the 
fouthern  colonies,  though  not 
treated  with  equal  rigour,  were, 
however,  abridged  of  their  parole 
liberty,  and  deprived  of  other 
comforts  and  fatisfadtions,  which 
had  hitherto  rendered  their  condi- 
tion uncommonly  eafy.  It  was 
at  the  fame  time  declared,  that 
their  future  treatment  fhould  in 
every  degree  be  regulated  by  that 
which  Gen.  Lee  experienced,  and 
that  their  perfons  fhould  be  an- 
fwerable,  in  the  utmoft  extent,  for 
any  violence  that  was  offered  to 
him. 

This  was  not  the  only  infknee 
in  which  the  Congrefs  manifefted 
a  firm  and  undaunted  refolution. 
In  the  midft  of  the  dangers  with 
which  they  were  environed,  far 
from  giving  way  to  any  thing  like 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  they 
made  no  overtures  towards  any 
kind  of  accommodation.  On  the 
other  fide  none  were  made  to  them. 
They  prepared  to  renew  the  war, 
and  to  repair  their  mattered  forces 
with  all  diligence.  They  were 
now  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of 
temporary  armies,  engaged  only 
for  a  fhort  term,  and  calculated 
merely  to  repel  a  fudden  invafion, 
when  oppofed  to  the  conftant  war 
of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  the  in- 
ceffant  efforts  of  regular  forces.  It 
could  never  be  hoped,  with  new 
men  thus  changed  every  year,  to 

make 
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make  any  effectual  (land  againft 
veteran  troops,  and  their  prefent 
critical  fituation  afforded  too  a- 
larming  an  experience,  of  the  fa- 
tal confequences  which  might  at- 
tend that  period  of  utter  imbeci- 
lity, between  the  extinftion  of  the 
old  army,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  new.  To  guard  againft  this 
evil  in  future,  which  could  not  be 
remedied  for  the  prefent,  theyiffued 
orders  ?bout  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, for  the  levying  of  88  batta- 
lions, the  foldiers  being  bound  by 
the  terms  of  enliftment  to  (erve 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  number  of  battalions  which 
each  colony  was  by  this  ordinance 
appointed  to  raife  and  fupport, 
may  be  cor.fidered  as  a  pretty 
exact  political  fcale  <  f  their  com- 
parative itrergth,  framed  by  thofe 
who  were  interefled  in  its  correft- 
nefs,  and  well  acquainted  with 
their  refpe&ive  circumftances. 
Maffachufett's  Bay  and  Virginia 
were  the  higheft  on  this  fcale,  be- 
ing to  furnifh  15  battalions  each; 
Penfylvania  came  next,  and  was 
rated  at  twelve  ;  North  Carolina 
9,  Connecticut  and  Maryland  8 
each,  New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys, 
the  latter  confidered  as  one  go- 
vernment, were,  in  cenfequence 
of  their  prefent  fituation,  fct  no 
higher  than  4.  battalions  each. 

The  liberality  of  the  Congrefs 
in  its  encouragement  to  the  troops, 
was  proportioned  to  the  neceffny 
of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new 
army.  Befides  a  bounty  of  twenty 
doliars  to  each  foldier  at  the  time 
of  enlifting,  lands  were  to  be 
allotted  at  the  end  of  the  war  to 
the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  all  who  were  flain  in 
action,  in  different  ftated  propor- 
tions,   from   500  acres,    the  allot- 


ment of  a  Colonel,  to  150,  which 
was  that  of  an    Enfign  ;    the  pri- 
vate  men,    and   non-commiffioned 
officers,    were    to    have    100   acres 
each.     As  a  bar  to  the  thoughdeff- 
nefs    and    prodigality    incident   to 
foldiers,   and  to   prevent  the  moft 
worthlefs    and    undeferving    from, 
obtaining  for  trifles,  thofe  rewards 
due  to   the   brave  for  their   blood 
and  fervices,    all  thefe  lands  were 
rendered    unalienable    during    the 
war,  no  affignment  or  transfer  be- 
ing to  be  admitted  at  its  conclufion. 
The  Congrefi  had  before,  as  art 
encouragement   to   their   forces  by 
fea  and  land,  decreed  that  all  offi- 
cers,   foldiers,    and   feamen,    who 
were    or    might    be    difabled     in 
adlion,   fhould  receive,  during  life, 
one    half  of  the   monthly   pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled    by  their 
rank  in  the  fervicc,  at  the  time  of 
mee;ing  with  the  misfortune.  Not- 
withstanding the  fe  encouragements, 
it    feems,    as   if  the   condition   of 
ferving  during  the  indefinite  term 
of    the    continuance    of  the   war, 
was  not  generally  agreeable,    to  a 
people  fo  little  accuftomed  to  any 
kind  of  fubordination  or  reftraint ; 
fo  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
the  Congrefs  found  it  neceffary  to 
admit  of  another  mode  of  enlift- 
mei.t   for  the  term  of  three  years, 
the  foldiers  under  this  compaft  re- 
ceiving the  fame  bounty  in  money 
with  the  others,   but  being  cut  out 
from  any  allotment  of  lands. 

With  all  thefe  encouragements 
given  by  the  Congrefs,  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  recruiting  went  on,  how- 
ever, but  heavily  ;  and  it  muft 
not  be  imagined,  that  the  army 
actually  railed,  did  at  any  time 
bear  any  proportion  in  effective 
men  to  chat  which  was  voted. 

The  holding  out  a  promife  of 
lanes 
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lands  as  an  inducement  to  fill  up 
their    armies,     was     probably   in- 
tended  to  counteract  the  eftedl  or 
a  finiilar  meafure  which  had  fome 
time  before  been   adopted  on   the 
lide   of  the   crown,    large   grants 
of  vacant  lands,  to   be  distributed 
at  the  clofe  of  the  troubles,    hav- 
ing been  promifed  in   its   name  to 
the  Highland  emigrants,  and  fome 
other  new  troops   raifcd   in   Ame- 
rica, as  a  reward  for   their  expect- 
ed   zeal    and    loyalty    in    the    re- 
duction  of  the  rebellious  colonies. 
A  meafure  which   tended  more   to 
increafe  and  excite   the   animofuy 
of    the    people,     than    any    other 
perhaps    which    could    have     been 
propoltd    in    the    prefent    tircum- 
Jtances.     For  they  ur.iverfally  con- 
iidered    the    term   •vacant t    as   fig- 
alfying  forfeited,    which    being   an 
effect  of  the  treafon   laws  yet   un- 
known   in    America,    excited    the 
greater  honor;    the   people   being 
well  aware  from  the  experience  of 
other  countries,  that  if  the  fweets 
of  forfeiture  were  once   tafted,    it 
would  be  equally   happy  and    un- 
ufual,    if  any   other   limits,    than 
thofe  which  nature  had  aligned  to 
their  poileilions,   could  rellrain   its 
operation. 

The  annual  fupplies  raifed  in 
the  different  colonies  by  their  re- 
spective aflemblies;  being  infuiri- 
cient  to  provide  tor  the  extraor- 
dinary expences  of  fo  large  an 
army,  together  with  the  other  nu- 
merous contingencies,  inseparable 
from  fuch  a  war,  the  Congrefs 
found  it  neceflary  to  negociate  a 
loan  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes. 
They  accordingly  palled  a  refoiu- 
tion  to  borrow  five  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  intereil  of  four  per 
cent,  the  faith  of  the  united  dates 


being  pledged  to  the  lenders  for 
the  payment  both  of  principal  and 
intereft. 

As  the  fituation  of  their  affairs 
became  extremely  critical,  and 
the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia  to 
all  appearance  hopelefs,  at  the 
time  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
overrun  the  Jerfeys,  and  that  the 
Britifh  forces  had  taken  pofTe  Ten 
of  the  towns  and  polls  on  the  De- 
laware, the  Congrefs  Dec  joth> 
pubiifhed  an  addiefs 
to  the  people  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  to  thofe  of  Penfylvania 
and  the  adjacent  itates.  The  ge- 
neral objects  of  this  piece,  were 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
people,  remove  their  defpondency, 
lenew  their  hopes  and  fpirits,  and 
C,onfifm  their  intentions  of  fup- 
porting  the  war,  by  (hewing  that 
no  other  means  were  left  for  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  rights  and 
liberties  for  which  they  originally 
contended.  Hut  it  was  particu- 
larly and  immediately  intended 
to  forward  the  completion  of  the 
new  army,  and  to  call  out  the  in- 
habitants of  the  neighbouring 
countries  to  the  defence  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

For  thefe  purpofes  they  enume- 
rated the  caufes  of  the  troubles, 
the  fuppofed  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  opprellive  laws 
which  had  been  paiTed  agair.lt 
them,  dwelt  much  upon  the  con- 
tempt with  which  all  their  peti- 
tions and  applications  for  redrefs 
had  been  treated  ;  and  to  fliew  that 
no  alternative  but  war,  or  a  tame 
refignation  of  all  that  could  be 
dear  to  mankind  remained,  they 
ailerted,  that  even  the  boalted 
CommilTior.ers  for  giving  peace  to 
America  had  not  offered,  nor  did 
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yet  offer,  any  terms  but  pardon 
on  abfolute  fubmiflion.  From  this 
detail  and  thefe  premifes,  they  de- 
duced the  necefiity  of  the  aft  of 
independency,  afferting,  that  it 
would  have  been  impofiible  for 
them  to  have  defended  their  rights 
again  ft  fo  powerful  an 
aided  bv  larpe  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  or  to 
that  afliftance  from  other  ftues 
which  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
their  prefcrvaiion,  whilft  they  ac- 
knowledged the  foverei'>nty,  and 
confefled  themfdves  the  fubjects  of 
that  power,  againft  which  they  had 
taken  up  arms,  and  were  engaged 
in  fo  cruel  a  war. 

They  boalied  of  the  fuccefs  that 
had  in  general  attended  their  . 
and  exertion-,  contending  that  the 
prcfent  Hate  of  weaknefs  and  dan- 
ger, did  not  proceed  from 
capital  lofs,  defeat,  or  from  any 
defedt  of  valour  in  their  troops 
but  merely  from  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  thofe  ihort  enliftment  , 
which  had  in  the  beeinnine  been 
adopted  from  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  of  the  people.  'I  hey  allured 
them  that  foreign  ftates  had  al- 
ready rendered  them  effential 
fervices,  and  had  given  the  mod 
politive  aflurances  of  further  aid. 
And  thev  excited  the  indignation 
and  animolity  of  the  people,  by 
expatiating  upon  the  unrelenting, 
cruel,  and  inhuman  manner,  in 
which,  they  faid,  the  war  wa 
ried  on,  not  only  by  the  auxilia- 
ries, but  even  by  the  Britifh.  forces 
therm 

Complaints  of  this  kind  held  a 
diilinguilhed  place  in  all  the  Ame- 
rican publications  of  that  time. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  contained 
nothing  e!fe  but  details  of  rape?, 
rapine, cruelty  and  murder.  Though 
thefe   accounts   were   undoubtedly 


highly  exaggerated,  it  is,  however, 
to  be  apprehended,  that  too  much 
room  was  afforded  for  complaints 
of  that  nitjre.  The  odium  be- 
gan with  the  Medians,  and  has 
fince  ely  to  tnem,  though 

the  Britilh  troops  were  far  from 
efcaping  a  fhare  of  the  imputation, 
Trie  former,  naturally  fierce  and 
cruel,  ignorant  cf  any  rights  but 
defpotifm ,  and  of  any 
us,  but  thofe  eftablifhed 
within  the  narrow  precinct  of  their 
own  government,  were  incapable 
of  forming  any  diftinclion  between 
ravaging  and  deltroying  an  ene- 
my's country,  where  no  prefent 
benefit  was  intended  but  plunder, 
nor  no  future  advantage  expected 
but  that  of  weakening  the  foe, 
and  the  reducing  of  a  malecon- 
tent  people,  (who,  though  in  a 
(late  of  rebeliioo,  were  ltill  to  be 
reclaimed,  not  dellroved)  to  a  due 
i  f  o  ledience  to  their  lawful 
love reign. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  in  order 
to  reconcile  them  to  fo  new  and 
jtrange  an  adventure,  fome  idea 
had  been  held  out  to  them  in 
my,  that  they  fhould  obtain 
large  portions  of  the  lands  which 
they  were  to  conquer  in  America, 
and  that  this  notion, however  abfuid, 
made  them  at  fi;!t  confider  the  an- 
cient poffeffors  as  their  natural  ene- 
mies ;  but  that  when  they  found 
their  error,  they  cor.fidered  the 
moveab'e  plunder  of  the  countrv, 
not  only  as  a  matter  of  right,  but 
Lj.j'.:  :ce  recom pence  for  un- 
dertaking inch  a  voyage,  and  en- 
gaging in  fuch  a  war. 

Military  rapine  may  be  eafily 
accounted  for  without  any  recourfe 
to  fuch  a  deception.  It  had  been 
obferved  from  the  beginning,  that 
the  moil  mortal  antipathy  fubfilied 
between 
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between  the  Americans  and  Hef- 
fians.  The  forme,  contending 
themftlves  for  freedom,  and  filled 
with  the  higheft  notions  of  the  na- 
tural rights  of  mankind,  regarded 
with  equal  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence, a  people,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  mod  fordid  of  all 
mercenary  flaves,  in  thus  refigning 
all  their  faculties  to  the  will  of  a 
petty  defpot,  and  becoming  the 
ready  inftruments  of  a  cruel  tyran- 
ny. They  reproached  them  with 
the  higheft  poffible  degree  of  moral 
turpitude,  in  thus  engaging  in  a 
domeilic  quarrel,  in  which  they 
had  neither  intereft  or  concern,  and 
quitting  their  homes  in  the  old 
world  to  butcher  a  people  in  the 
new,  from  whom  they  never  had 
received  the  fmalleft  injury  ;  but 
who,  on  the  contrary,  had  for  a 
century  part,  afforded  an  hofpita- 
b!e  afylum  to  their  harrafied  and 
epprtffed  countrymen,  who  had 
fled  in  multitudes  to  efcape  from  a 
tyranny,  fimilar  to  that  under 
which  thefe  were  now  acting,  and 
to  enjoy  the  blcffings  of  a  liberty 
moft  generouily  held  out  to  them, 
of  which  thefe  mercenaries  would 
impioully  bereave  the  German  as 
well  as  EngliiTi  Americans. 

Such  fentiments,  and  fueh  re- 
proaches, did  not  fail  ro  increafe 
their  natural  ferocity  ar.d  rapaciouf- 
nefs ;  and  it  is  faid  that  they  con- 
tinued in  a  courfe  of  plunder,  un- 
til they  at  length  became  h  encum- 
bered and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and 
fo  anxious  for  its  prefervation,  that 
it  grew  to  be  a  great  impediment 
to  their  military  operations. 

However  difagreeable  this  con- 
duct was,  and  contrary  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  Britifh  commanders, 
it  was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  re- 
medied.    They  could  not  venture 


to  hazard  the  fuccefs  of  the  war, 
in  fo  diftant  a  fituation,  and  fuch 
precarious  and  critical  circum- 
flances,  by  quarrelling  with  auxi- 
liaries, who  were  nearly  as  nu- 
merous and  powerful  as  their  own 
forces.  Allowances  were  neceffa- 
rily  to  be  made  for  a  difference  of 
manners,  opinions,  and  even  ideas 
of  military  rules  and  fervice. 
Without  opening  any  general 
ground  of  diflike  or  quarrel,  it  re- 
quired all  the  conftincy,  and  all 
that  admirable  equanimity  of  tem- 
per which  diftinguilh  General 
Howe's  character,  to  reflrain  the 
operation  of  thofe  picques,  jealou- 
fies,  and  animofities,  the  effects  of 
national  pride,  emulation,  and  a 
difference  of  manners,  which  no 
wifdom  could  prevent  from  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  two  armie?. 

It  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  the 
devaluation  and  diforders  practifed 
by  the  Heffians,  fhould  not  operate 
in  fome  degree  in  their  example 
upon  the  British  troops.  It  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  punifh- 
ed  enormities  on  the  one  fide, 
which  were  practifed  without  re- 
ferve  or  apprehenhon  on  the  other. 
Every  fuccefsful  deviation  from 
order  and  difcipline  in  war,  is 
certainly  and  fpeedily  followed  by 
others  liill  greater.  No  relaxation 
can  take  place  in  either  without 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences. 
The  foldier,  who  at  firll  fhrinks 
at  trifling  exceffes,  will  in  a  little 
time,  if  they  pafs  without  queftion, 
proceed,  without  hefitation,  to  the 
greateft  enormities. 

From  hence  fprung  the  clamour 
railed  in  America  of  the  defolation 
which  was  fpread  through  the 
Jerfeys,  and  which  by  taking  in 
friends  ar.d  moderate  men,  as  well 
as   enemies,    did   great  injury    to 

the 
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the  roval  caufc,  uniting  the  latter 
more  firmly,  and  u-ging  to  acti- 
vity, or  detaching,  many  of  the 
former.  Nor  could  the  effect  be 
confined  to  the  immediate  fufferers ; 
the  exaggerated  deta  !s  which  were 
publifhed  of  thefe  enormities, 
lerving  to  imbitter  the  minds  of 
men  exceedingly  through  ail  the 
colonies.  Thefe  accounts  being 
alfo  tranfmitted  to  Europe,  feemed 
in  fome  degree  to  affect  our  nati- 
onal character j  in  France  particu- 
larly, where  the  people  in  general, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
contelt,  have  been  ltrongly  Ameri- 
can, they  were  readily  received 
and  willingly  credited.  Among 
other  enormities  which  received 
the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours  in 
that  country,  the  destruction  of 
the  public  library  at  Trenton,  and 
of  the  college  and  library  at 
Frincetown,  together  with  a  cele- 
brated orrery  made  by  Rittenhoufe, 
fuid  to  be  the  belt  and  finelt  in  the 
world,  were  brought  as  charges  of 
a  Gothic  barbarity,  which  waged 
war  even  with  literature  and  the 
kiences. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  tak- 
ing of  New  York,  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city  and  iiund  pre  fen  ted  a 
petition  to  Lord  and  General  Hwe, 
the  commifiioners  for  refti 
peace  to  the  colonics,  firrn-  . 
Daniel  Horfemandeu,  Oiiver  De 
.  Lancy,  and  946  Others,  declaring 
their  allegiance,  and  their  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  ConJUtntional  Su- 
premacy of  Great  Bncain  over  the 
colonies  ;  and  praying,  that  in 
purfuance  of  the  former  declara- 
ill'ued  by  the  CommilHoners, 
that  city  and  county  might  be  re- 
fto/ed  to  his  MajeiiVb  peace  and 
protection. 

This  petition  to   the  Comn 
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oners  was  followed  by  another  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  Queen's 
County  in  Long  Ifland.  It  was 
obferved  of  thefe  petitions,  that 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  Gon- 
na! Supremacy  in  one,  and 
cf  the  L'onltitutional  Authority  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  other,  were 
very  guardedly  expreffed,  all  men- 
tion of  parliament  being  omitted, 
and  the  great  queftion  of  uncon- 
ditional lubmiflion  left  totally  at 
large.  Jt  11  alio  remaikable,  that 
though  the  inhabitants  of  York 
If«3nd  and  Qneen's  County,  bc- 
fides  raifing  a  confid^rable  body  or 
troops  for  the  King's  fervice,  and 
eitabiilhing  a  ltrong  militia  for  the 
common  defence,  had  given  every 
other  teltimony  of  their  Iovalty 
which  could  be  expect :d  or  wilhed, 
yet  thefe  petitions  were  not  attend- 
ed to,  nor  were  they  reftored  to 
thofc  rights  which  they  expected 
in  confequence  of  the  declarations, 
as  well  as  of  the  late  law  for  the 
appointment  of  Com  million. 

The  critic  1  lunation  of  Fhila- 
de!j  hia,  which  a  night  or  two's 
frolt  would  have  laid  open  to  the 
h  force?,  obliged  the  Con- 
.  about  the  clofe  of  the  year. 
to  cer.fult  their  own  lafety  by  re- 
tiring to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland, 
In    tbi  f   external    danger, 

the  diflenticns    v. hich.    fprung    up 
among    themftlves    were    not   lefs 
ng  to  the  Americans.      We 
have  formerly  (hewn  that  the  de- 
claration of  independency  had  met 
with  a  ltrong  opposition  in  Phila- 
delphia, not  only  from  thofe  who 
were  called  or  confidered  as  Tories, 
but  from    many,    who  ia  all  other 
matters  had  been  among  the   melt 
rd  in  oppofing  the  claims  of 
1  and  parliament.     The 
carrying 
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carrying  of  the  queftion  by  a  great  tifying    the   city.       This    deciilvc 

majorry  throughout  the   province,  conducl  anfwered  all   its    purpofes, 

was  far  from  lclTcning  the  bitternefs  except  -that   of  fortifying  the  citv, 

of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,   amongfl  a  cleiign  which  feems  to  nave  been 

whom  were  moll  of  the  Quakers,  a  abandoned   as  not  practicable,    or 

great  and   powerful   body   in    that  not  necefT.iry  at  that  time, 
colony;  fo  that  the  difcontented  in         As  the  feafon  grew  too  fevere  to 

this    buiinefs,     forgetting     in     the  keep  the  field,   and  the  frolls  were 

prefent    their    ancient    animofuy,  not  yet  fumciently   fet   in  for   the 

with  all  its  operating  caufes,   coa-  paffage  of  the  Delaware,  it  became 

lefced   with   the  Toiies  or  loyaliils,  nccelTary    towards    the    middle   of 

whom    they    had    formerly    perfe-  December  to  put  the    Biitiih    and 

cuted,  and  considered  as  betrayers,  auxi.iary  forces  under  cover.    They 

and     inveterate    enemies    of   their  were     accordingly      throvn      into 


country,  thus  compofing  all  toge- 
ther a  very  formidable  party. 

In  confequence  of  this  dificntion, 
and  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebel- 


great  cantonments,  forming  an 
extenfive  chain  from  Btunfwick  on 
the  Rariton  to  the  Delaware,  oc- 
cupying not  only  the  towns,  polls, 


lious  arms  during  the  greater  part     and  villages,  which  came  within  a 
of  the   campaign,    which  difpofed     liberal    defcription    of    that    line, 


many  to  look  to  heir  fafety,  .-.  Mr. 
Galioway,  the  family  of  Aliens, 
with  other  leading  men,  either  in 
penfylvania  or  the  Jcrfeys,  fome 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  iled  to  the  Com:r.iir:on- 
ers  at  New  York,   to  claim  the  be- 


but  thofe  alio  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  for  feveral  miles,  fo  that 
the  latter  compofed  a  front  at  the 
end  of  the  line,  which  locked  over 
to  Penfylvania. 

Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  fuu- 
ation,  that  there  feeraed   to   be   as 


nefits  of  the  general  pardon  which     little  probability  of  interrupting  the 


had  been  offered  ;  expecting,  as 
matters  then  flood,  to  return  fpee- 
dily  home  in  triumph". 
were,  however,  much  left  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous  to  the  Ameri- 
cans than  thofe  who  kept  their 
ground,  who  were  fo  numerous  and 
powerful,  that  upon  the  approach 
of  the  Britifh  forces  to  the  Dela- 
ware,   they  prevented  the  order  for 


defigns,  cr  endangering  the  fecu- 
rity  on  the  one  fide,  as  of  renew- 
ing the  fpirit,  or  retrieving  the 
weaknefs,  on  the  other.  In  this 
Hate  of  affairs,  a  bold  and  fpirited 
enterprize,  which  Ihewed  more  of 
brilliancy  than  re<il  effeft  in  its  fiifl 
appearance,  became  capable  in  its 
confequences  of  changing  in  a  great 
mealuic  the  whole   torture  of   the 


fortifying  the  city  of  Philadelphia     war.     Such  extraordinary  effecls  do 


from  being  Carried  into  execution, 
'i  his  eccentric  and  alarming  move- 
ment in  the  feat  of  life  and  aclion, 
obliged  General  WafhingtoOi  weak 
a<    he  was,    to  detach   three  regi- 


fmall  events  produce,  in  that  laft 
and  molt  uncertain  of  human  de- 
cifions. 

Colonel  Rail,    a   brave  and  ex- 
peiienced    officer,     was     flationed 


menfs,  under  the  command  of  Loid     with  a  brigade  of  HelTians,  con  fill- 
ing,   effectually    to    quell   the     ing  of  three  battalions,  with  a  few 
oppofition   of   that    ;  and   to     Britifh    light-horfe,    and  50  chaf- 

gjve  efficacy  to  the  me  autre  of  for-     feurs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 

14.  or 
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"14  or  1500  men,  at  Trenton,  up- 
on the  Delaware,  being  the  higheft 
poll  which  the  royal  army  occupied 
upon  that  river.  Colonel  Donop, 
with  another  brigade,  lay  at  Bor- 
den town,  a  few  miles  lower  down 
the  river;  and  at  Burlington, 
ftill  lower,  and  within  twenty 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  a  third 
body  was  polled.  The  corps  at 
Trenton,  as  well  as  the  others, 
p-rtly  from  the  knowledge  they 
had  of  the  weakn&fs  of  the  enemy, 
and  partly  from  the  contempt  in 
which  they  held  him,  confidered 
themfelves  in  as  perfect  a  ltate  of 
fecurity,  as  if  they  had  been  upon 
garrifon  duty  in  their  own  coun- 
try, in  a  time  of  the  profoundeil 
peace.  It  is  faid,  and  feerr.s  pro- 
bable, that  this  fuppofed  fecurity, 
increafed  that  licence  and  laxity  of 
d.ic:pline,  of  which  we  have  before 
taken  notice,  and  produced  an  in- 
attention to  the  pofiibility  of  a 
furprize,  which  no  fuccefs  of  filia- 
tion can  j'uftify  in  the  vicinity  of 
an  enemy,  however  weak  or  con- 
temptible. 

Thefe  cirenmftances,  if  they 
really  exifted,  feem  not  to  have 
cfcaped  the  vigilance  of  General 
Wafhington.  But,  excluf;ve  of 
thefe,  he  fu'lv  faw  and  compre- 
hended the  danger  to  which  Phila- 
delphia and  the  whole  province 
would  be  inevitably  expofed,  as 
foon  as  the  Delaware  was  thorough- 
ly covered  with  ice,  if  the  enemv, 
by  retaining  pofTcaion  of  the  oppo- 
fite  more,  v.  ere  at  hand  to  profit 
of  that  circumttance,  whillt  he  was 
utterly  incapable  of  oppofing  them 
in  the  field. 

To  ward  off  this  danger,  he  with 
equal  boldnefs  and  abilitv  formed 
a  defign  to  prevent  the  enemv,  by 
"beating  up  their  quarters  ;  intend- 
ing  to   remedy  the  deficiency    of 


force  by  the  manner  of  applying 
it  ;  by  bringing  it  nearly  to  a 
point  ;  and  by  attacking  unex- 
pectedly and  feparatelv  thofe  bo- 
dies which  he  could  not  venture  to 
encounter  if  united.  If  the  defign 
fucceeded  only  in  part,  it  might, 
however,  induce  the  enemy  to  con- 
trad  their  cantonments,  and  to 
quit  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  when 
they  found  it  was  not  a  fufficient 
barrier  to  cover  their  quarters  from 
infult  and  danger  ;  thus  obtaining 
that  fecurity  for  Philadelphia, 
which,  at  prefent,  was  the  princi- 
pal object  of  his  attention. 

For  this  purpofe,  General  Walh- 
ington  took  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  affcmblir.g  his  forces  (which 
confiiled  moflly  of  drafts  from  the 
militia  of  Penfylvania  and  \irg:- 
nia)  in  three  divisions,  each  of 
which  was  to  arrive  at  its  appointed 
Ration  on  the  Delaware,  as  foon 
after  dark,  and  with  as  little  noife, 
as  poiTible,  on  the  night  of  Chrill- 
mas  day.  Two  of  thefe  divifiors 
were  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Erwing  and  Cadwalla- 
der,  the  full  of  which  was  to  pafs 
the  river  at  Trenton  Perry,  about 
a  mile  below  the  town,  and  the 
other  llill  lower  towards  Borden- 
town.  The  principal  body  was 
commanded  by  Mr.  Wafhington 
in  perfon,  aflilted  by  the  Generals 
Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confilted 
of  about  2500  men,  provided  with, 
a  train  of  20  fmall  brafs  field 
piece*. 

With  this  body  he  arrived  at 
M'Kenky's  Ferry,  about  nine 
miles  above  Trenton,  at  the  time 
appointed,  hoping  to  be  able  to 
pafs  the  divifion  and  artillery  over 
by  midnight,  and  that  it  would 
then  be  no  difficulty  to  reach  thac 
place  long  before  daylight,  and 
effectually  to  furprizs  Rail's  bri- 
gade. 
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gade.  The  river  was,  however, 
fo  incumbered  with  ice,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  the  boats  could 
make  their  way  through,  which, 
with  the  extreme  feverity  of  the 
weather,  retarded  their  pafTage  fo 
much,  that  it  was  near  four 
o'clock  before  it  was  compleated. 
They  were  {till  equally  defrayed 
and  incommoded  in  the  march  by 
a  violent  Storm  of  fnow  and  hail, 
which  rendered  the  way  fo  Slippery, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
reached  the  place  of  deflination  by 
eight  o'clock. 

The  detachment  had  been  form- 
ed in  two  divilions  immediately 
upon  palling  the  river,  one  of 
which,  turning  to  the  right,  took 
the  lower  road  to  Trenton,  whilil 
the  other,  with  General  Washing- 
ton, proceeded  along  the  upper, 
or  Pennington  road.  Notwith- 
flanding  the  delays  they  met,  and 
the  advanced  flare  of  daylight,  the 
Hefiians  had  no  knowledge  of  their 
approach,  until  an  advanced  poft 
at  fome  distance  frcm  the  town, 
was  attacked  by  the  upper  divifion, 
the  lower,  about  the  fame  time, 
1  driving  in  the  outguards  on  their 
fide.  The  regiment  of  Rail,  hav- 
ing been  detached  to  fupport  the 
picket  which  was  fir  ft  attacked, 
was  thrown  into  diforder  by  the 
retreat  of  that  party,  and  obliged 
to  rejoin  the  main  body.  Colonel 
Rail  now  bravely  charged  the  ene- 
my, but  being  fcon  mortally 
wounded,  the  troops  were  thrown 
into  diforder  after  a  fhort  engage- 
ment, and  driven  from  their  ar- 
tillery, which  confifted  only  of  fix 
battalion  brafs  field  pieces.  Thus 
overpowered,  and  nearly  furround- 
ed,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
retreat  to  Princetown,  the  three 
regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and 
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Knyphaufen,  found  themfelves  un- 
der the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  fur- 
rendeiing  prifoners  of  war. 

As  the  road  along  the  river  fide 
to  Bordentown  led  from  that  pare 
of  Trenton  moll  remote  from  the 
enemy,  the  light  horfe,  chaffeurs, 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  pri- 
vate men,  with  fome  few  officers, 
made  their  efcape  that  way.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  a  number  of  the 
Hefhans  who  had  been  out  maraud- 
ing in  the  country,  and  according- 
ly abfent  from  their  duty  that 
morning,  found  the  fame  refuge, 
whilit  their  crime  was  covered  un- 
der the  common  misfortune. 

The  lofs  of  the  Keflians  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  very  inconfider- 
able,  not  exceeding  30  or  40  at 
the  moil ;  that  on  the  other  fide 
was  too  trifling  to  be  mentioned  ; 
the  whole  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  918.  Thus  was  one 
part  of  General  Washington's  pro- 
ject crowned  with  fuccefs ;  but  the 
two  ethers  failed  in  the  execution, 
the  quantity  of  ice  being  fo  great, 
that  the  divifions  under  Erwing 
and  Cadwallader,  found  the  river, 
where  they  directed  their  attempts, 
impaffable.  If  this  had  not  been 
the  cafe,  and  that  the  firfl,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  instructions,  had  been 
able  to  have  polTefled  the  bridge 
over  Trenton  Creek,  not  one  of 
thole  who  made  their  way  to  Bor- 
dentown could  have  efcaped.  But 
if  the  defign  had  taken  effect  in  all 
its  p^rts,  and  the  three  divifions 
had  joined  after  the  affair  atTren- 
ton,  it  feems  probable  that  they 
would  have  Swept  all  the  pofts  on 
the  river  before  them. 

As  things  were,  General  Wash- 
ington could  not  proceed  any  fur- 
ther in  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
fign.    The  force  he  had  with  him 
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was  far  from  being  able  even  to 
maintain  its  ground  at  Trenton, 
there  being  a  ltror.g  b:dy  of  light 
infantry  within  a  few  miles  at 
Princetown,  which  bv  the  junc- 
tion of  Donop's  brigade,  or  other 
bodies  from  the  nearelt  canton- 
ments, would  have  foon  over- 
whelmed his  little  army.  He  ac- 
cordingly repaiTed  the  Delaware 
the  fame  evening,  carrying  with 
him  the  prifoners,  who,  with  their 
artillery  and  colours,  afforded  a 
day  of  new  and  joyful  triumph  at 
Philadelphia. 

This  fmall  furcefs  wonderfully 
raifed  the  fpirits  of  the  Americans. 
It  is  an  odd,  but  a  general  difpo- 
fition  in  mankind,  to  be  much 
more  afraid  of  thofe  whom  they 
do  not  know,  than  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  are  acquainted.  Dif- 
ference of  drefs,  of  arms  (though 
]efs  ufeful),  of  complexion,  beard, 
colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  wkh  the 
general  manner,  air,  and  counte- 
nance, have  at  different  times  had 
furprifing  effects  upon  brave,  dif- 
ciplined,  and  experienced  armies. 
The  Heflians  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans ;  and 
the  taking  of  a  whole  brigade  of 
them  prifoners,  feemed  fo  incredi- 
ble, that  at  the  very  time  they  were 
marching  into  Philadelphia,  peo- 
ple were  contending  in  different 
pans  of  the  town,  that  the  whole 
flory  was  a  fiction,  and  indeed  that 
it  could  not  be  true.  The  charm 
was  now,  however,  diffolved,  and 
the  Heffians  were  no  longer  terri- 
ble. In  the  mean  time  General 
Wafhington  was  reinforced  by  fe- 
veral  regiments  from  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  as  well  as  with  feveral 
new  bodies  of  the  Pen/ 
militia,  who,  with  thofe  of  that 
province    already    under    his    cora- 
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mand,  were  much  diftinguifned  in 
the  har:i  rerv;ce  of  the  eMuing  win- 
ter campaign. 

The  furprize  ct  Trenton  did  not 
excite  leis  amazement  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it 
did  joy  in  th-^fe  of  the  Americans. 
Blame  was  loofely  fcattc-ed  every 
where.  That  three  old  eftabbfhed 
regiments,  of  a  people  who  make 
war  their  profeflion,  jhould  lay 
down  their  arms  to  a  ragged  and 
pLined  militia,  and  that 
with  fcarccly  any  lofs  on  either 
fide,  feemed  an  event  of  fo  c  ..ra- 
ordinary  a  nature,  that  it  gave  full 
fcope  to  the  operation  of  conjec- 
ture, fulpicion,  cenfure,  and  ma- 
lignity, as  different  tempers  were 
cntly  affe,; 

The  General  was  blamed  for 
la\ing  fo  extenfive  a  chain  of  can- 
tonments ;  Rail  was  condemned 
for  marching  out  of  the  town  to 
meet  the  enemy  ;  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Heilians,  in  general,  did 
not  rife  in  the  opinion  of  their  al- 
lies. 

As  to  the  firit,  the  General  had 
forefeen  the  >n,    but    he   de- 

pended upon  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  the  good  difpofition  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  confjderab! - 
which  was  ftationej  in  the  ad- 
vanced ports,  and  was  befides  in- 
fluenced by  a  deiire  to  cover  and 
protect  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
where  a  great  number  of  the  people 
were  well  affected  to  the 
caufe.  It  may  be  added,  that  per- 
haps no  line  of  cantonments  or 
polls  can  be  contrived  fo  compact 
and  fecure,  as  not  to  admit  the: 
pofSbilicy  of  an  itnpn iTion  in  fome 
one  part,  by  a  force  much  inferior 
to  the  aggregate  power  of  the  de- 
fenfive. 

With   refpect   to    Colonel    Rail, 

IB]  if 


1 8]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1777. 

Lord  Cornwallis  march 


if  the  charge  againft  him  was  well 
founded,  his  mifconduc"t  Sprung 
from  an  error,  which  was  general- 
ly prevalent  among  the  offkers^ana1 
men  both  of  the  British  and  Hef- 
fian  forces.  The  fact  is,  that  from 
the  fuccefics  of  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, and  the  vail:  fuperiority 
which  they  perceived  in  themfelves 
in  every  action,  they  had  held  the 
Americans  in  too  great  contempt 
both  as  men  and  as  foldiers ;  and 
were  too  apt  to  attribute  thofe  ad- 
vantages to  fome  extraordinary  per- 
fonal  virtue  and  excellence,  which 
were  in  reality  derived  from  the 
concurrence  of  a  number  of  other, 
and  very  different  caufes ;  from 
military  {kill,  experience,  and  dif- 
ciplii.e ;  from  the  fupericr  excel- 
lence of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery, 
and  of  all  other  engines,  furniture, 
and"  fupplies,  neceflary  for  war  ; 
and  dill  more  particularly,  to  a 
better  fupply,  and  a  more  dexter- 
ous and  effective  ufe  of  bayonets, 
which  gave  them  a  great  fuperiori- 
ty over  the  Americans,  who  were 
poorly  fumifhed  with  this  kind  of 
arms,  and  were  by  no  means  ex- 
pert in  the  ufe  of  them. 

The  alarm  now  fpread,  induced 
the  Britifil  and  auxiliary  troops  im- 
mediately to  affemble,  and  Gene- 
ral Grant,  with  the  forces  at 
Brunfwick  and  that  quarter,  to  ad- 
vance fpeedily  to  Princetown  ; 
whilft  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had 
gone  to  New  York  in  his  way  to 
England,  found  it  neceflary  to  de- 
fer his  voyage,  and  return  port  to 
the  defence  of  the  Jerfevs.  They 
were  not  new  without  an  enemy  to 
encounter,  for  General  Washing- 
ton, encouraged  by  the  i ci .: 
menrs  he  had  received,  had  again 
palled  the  Delaware,  and  was  with 
iuj  whole  force  at  Trenton. 


ed  immediately  to  attack  ^  '  ' 
the  enemy,  whom  he  found! 
in  a  firong  pofition,  formed  at  the 
back  of  Trenton  Creek,  being  in 
poflefiion  of  the  bridge  and  other 
pafiage?,  which  were  well  covered 
with  artillery.  After  feveral  fkir- 
miihes  in  the  approach,  a  cannon- 
ade enfued  on  both  fides,  which 
continued  until  night.  A  brigade 
of  the  Britifh  troops  lay  that  night 
at  Maidenhead,  fix  miles  from 
Trenton,  and  another  upon  its 
march  from  Brunfwick,  confining 
of  the  17th,  the  <;oth,  and  55th 
regiments,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mawhood,  were 
at  Princetown,  about  the  fame  di- 
flancs  beyond  Maidenhead. 

In  this  fituation  on  both  fides, 
General  Walhing'on,  who  was  far 
from  intending  to  rifque  a  battle, 
having  taken  the  necefiary  precau- 
tion of  keeping  up  the  fires,  and 
every  other  appearance  of  fiill  oc- 
cupying his  camp,  and  leaving 
fmall  parties  to  go  the  rounds,  and 
guard  the 'bridge  and  the  fords, 
withdrew  the  reil  of  his  forces  in 
the  dead  of  night,  and  with  the 
moft  profound  filence.  They 
marched  with  fuch  expedition  to- 
wards Princetown,  that  though 
they  took  a  large  circuit  by  Ailenf- 
town,  partly  to  get  clear  of  the 
Trenton,  or  Afiumpink  Creek, 
and  partly  to  avo:d  the  brigade 
which  lay  at  Maidenhead,  their 
van  fell  in  at  fun  rife  the  next 
morning  with'  Colonel  Mawhood, 
who  had  jult  begun  -  his  march. 
That  officer  not  having  the  fmalleft 
idea  of  their  force,  the  fogginefs 
of  the  morning,  or  circumitances 
of  the  ground,  preventing  him 
from  feeing  its  extent,  coniidered 
it  only  as  '..  1  of  fome  fly- 
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5r.g  party  to  interrupt  his  march, 
and  having  eafjly  difperfed  thofe 
by  whom  he  was  firft  attacked, 
pufhed  forwards  without  further 
appreheniion.  But  in  a  little  time, 
he  not  only  found  that  the  i-th  re- 
giment which  he  led,  was  attacked 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  force, 
but  that  it  was  alfo  feparated  and 
cut  off  frjm  the  reft  of  the  brigade, 
whilft  he  dikovered,  by  the  conti- 
nued diftant  liring,  that  the  5^-h, 
which  immediately  followed,  was 
not  in  better  circumftances. 

In  this  trying  and  dangerous 
fituation,  the  brave  commander, 
and  his  equally  brave  regiment, 
have  gained  immortal  honour.  Af- 
ter a  violent  conflict,  and  the 
greateft  repeated  exertions  of  cou- 
rage and  discipline,  they  at  len.  th, 
by  dint  of  bayonet,  forced  their 
way  through  the  thkkeft  ranks  of 
the  enemv,  and  purfued  their  march 
to  Maidenhead  undifturbed.  The 
5^th  regiment  was  little  lefs  p reli- 
ed, and  finding  it  impolhb'.e  to 
continue  its  march,  with  great  re- 
folution  made  good  its  retreat,  and 
returned  by  the  way  of  Hdlib-, 
to  Brunfwick.  The  40th  regi- 
ment, which  was  ftill  at  Prince- 
town  when  the  action  began,  luf- 
kreu  lefs  than  the  others,  ar.d  re- 
tired by  another  road  to  the  fame 
place.  The  enemy  acknowledged 
that  nothing  could  exceed  the  gal- 
lant behaviour  of  the  corps  1 
Mawhood. 

Though  the  number  killed,  con- 
fidering  the  nature  and  warmth 
of  the  engagements,  was  net  fo 
confiderabls  as  might  have  been 
expedted  ;  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
the  three  regiments  fuffered  fevere- 
ly  ;  their  lols  in  prifoners  amount- 
ing to  about  200 ;  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  much  fewer.     1  he 


Americans  had  many  mere  killed, 
among   v. hern  were  lbme  brave  of- 
ficer?,   particularly  a  General 
cer,    belonging    to    Yirgi:.ia,     who 
was  much  eileemed  and  lamented. 

It   cannot  efcape  :  ruion 

of  any  perlon  who  has  attended  to 
the  circumftances  of  this  war,  that 
the  number  /lain  on  tie  fide  of  the 
Americans,  has  in  general  greatly 
exceeded  that  in  the  royaj  :.rmy. 
Though  ever)  defect,  in  military 
fkil!,  experience,  j.dgient,  con- 
duct, and  mechanics  ,  will 
in  fome  degree  account  for  this  cir- 
cumltance,  yet  perhaps  it  may  be 
more  particularly  attributed  to  the 
imperfect  luad  tl  eir«  pieces 
in  the  hurry  of  acton,  than  t>  any 
other  caufe  ;  a  de?t£t,  of"  all 
the  moft  fa  molt  ciffi 
be  remedied  in  a  new  army  . 
to  which  even  \eterjns  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently  attentive.  To  this  rr.RV 
alio  be  added  the  various    m 

:malt  arms,   vthuh  being  pro- 
cured,    as     chance    or    oppor 
favoured    them,    from    re-:  o'e    ar.d 
and  different  quarters    were  equally 
different    in    tize   of.d    rcr^, 

bi'in^     fit  ed     with. 
c  [    n    any    general    kale   ira- 
.. 

This      active      and      unexpected 
mo'.i'tr.enr,    with    its    fpirited 
fequences,      in  recalled 

Lord  Ccrnwallis  from  the  Dda- 
who  w.,s,  not  ithout  rea- 
fon,  alarmed  for  the  lafety  of  the 
troops  and  magazines  at  Brunf- 
wick. The  Americans,  ftill  avoid- 
ing a  general  action,  and  kti-fied 
with  their  pref^:  t  advai 
crulTcd  the  Mtillfone  ri-  t 
cut  any  further  attempt,  In  a  few 
days,    however,    they    overrun 

as  well  as  the  Weft,   fpread- 
ing  themfelvei   c.er   the  Rariton ; 

[5]  2  even 
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even  into  Effex  countv,  where,  by 
ieizing  Newark,  Elizabeth  Town, 
and     Woodbridge,      they     became 

•mailers  of  the  coaft  oppofite  to 
Staten  lfland.  Their  principal 
polls  were  taken  and  llrengthened 
with  fo  much  judgment,  that  it  was 
not  practicable  to  dillodge  them. 
The  royal  army  retained  only  the 
two  polls  of  Brunfwick  and  Am- 
boy,   the  one  fituated  a  few  miles 

.  up  the  Rariton,  the  ether  on  a  point 
of  land  at  its  mouth,  and  both 
holding  an  open  communication 
with  New  York  by  fea. 

Thus  by  a  few  well  concerted 
and  fpiii'.ed  actions,  was  Phila- 
delphia faved,  Peniylvania  freed 
from  danger,  the  Jerfeys  nearly 
recovered,  and  a  victorious  and  far 
fuperior  army,  reduced  to  aft  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  for  feveral 
months  reltrained  within  very  nar- 
row and  inconvenient  limits. 
Thefe  actions,  and  the  fudden  re- 
covery from  the  lowell  Hate  of 
weaknefs  and  dillrefs,  to  become 
a  formidable  enemy  in  the  field, 
raifed  the  character  of  General 
Wafhington  as  a  commander,  ve- 
ry high  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica ;  and  with  his  preceding  and 
fubfequent  conduct,  ferve  all  toge- 
ther, to  give  a  fanction  to  that  ap- 
pelation,  which  is  now  pretty  ge- 
nerally applied  to  him,  of  the 
American  Fabius. 

Nor  was  this  change  of  affairs  to 
be  attributed  to  any  error  in  the 
Britilh  Generals,  or  fault  in  the 
troops  which  they  commanded  ; 
but  depended  entirely  upon  the 
haqpy  application  ct~  a  number  of 
powerful  and  concurring  circum- 
kances,  which  were  far  beyond 
their  reach  or  controul.  Though 
lay  of  thefe  were  forefeen  and 
pointed  out,  by  tbofe  who  from 
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the  beginning,  either  oppofed  in 
public,  or  regretted  in  private, 
this  war,  and  that  others  are  now 
obvious  to  every  body,  it  may  not, 
however,  be  amifs  to  fpecify  fome 
of  thofe  caufes  which  clogged  it 
with  particular  difficult 

Among  the  principal  of  thefe 
may  be  confidered  the  vafl  extent 
of  that  continent  with  its  unufual 
distribution  into  great  trails  of  cul- 
tivated and  favage  territory ;  the 
long  extent  of  fea  coaft  in  front, 
and  the  boundlefs  wsftes  at  the 
bark  of  the  inhabited  countries, 
ling  refanrce  or  Shelter  in  all 
circumftances  ;  the  nurr.berlefs  in- 
acceffible  pelts,  and  ftrong  natural 
barriers,  formed  by  the  various 
combinations  of  woods,  mountains, 
rivers,  lakes,  and  marfhes.  All 
thefe  properties  and  circumftances, 
with  others  appertaining  to  the 
climates  and  feaions,  may  be  faid 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  fuch  countries  in  a  defen- 
five war.  To  thefe  may  be  added 
others  lefs  local.  The  unexpected 
union,  and  unknown  Strength  of 
the  colonies  ;  the  judicious  appli- 
cation of  that  ftrength,  by  fuiting 
the  defence  to  the  nature,  genius, 
and  ability,  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  thereby  rendering  it  a 
war  of  polls,  ftirprizes,  and  fkir- 
milhes,  inftead  of  a  war  of  battles. 
To  all  thefe  may  be  added,  the  peo- 
ple's not  being  bridled  by  ltrong 
cities,  nor  fettered  by  luxury  to 
thofe  which  were  otherwife,  fo 
thut  the  reduction  cf  a  capital  had 
no  effect  upon  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  army  could  retain 
no  more  territc  .  hat  it  oc- 

cupied, which  was  again  loft  as 
foon    as    it    d<  to    another 

quarter. 

During 
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During  the  remaining  winter, 
and  the  whole  of  the  fpring,  the 
atmy  under  Lord  Cornwallis  conti- 
nued much  flraitened  at  Bfunfwick 
and  Amboy,  the  troops  undergo- 
ing, with  the  greateft  perfeverance 
and  refolution,  the  hardihips  of  a 
moll  fevere  and  unremitting  duty, 
whilfl  their  ranks  were  thinned  by 
a  continued  feries  of  fkirmifnes, 
which  were  productive  of  no  real 
advantage  on  either  fide,  other 
than  that  of  inuring  the  Americans 
to  military  fervice.  In  a  word, 
every  load  of  forage  which  was 
procured,  and  every  article  of  pro- 
vision, which  did  not  come  irom 
New  York,  was  fought  or  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  blood. 

The  confequences  of  the  late  mi- 
litary outrages  in  the  Jerfeys  were 
feverely  felt  in  the  prefent  change 
of  circumflances.  As  ioon  a 
tune  turned,  and  the  means  were 
in  their  power,  the  fufferers  of  all 
parties,  the  well  difpofed  to  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  the  neutrals 
and  wavering,  now  rofe  as  a  man 
to  revenge  their  peribnal  injuries 
and  particular  opprefiions,  and  be- 
ing goaded  by  a  keener  fpur,  than 
any  which  a  public  caufe,  or  gene- 
ral motive,  could  have  excited,  be- 
came its  bitterelt  and  moil  deter- 
mined enemies.  Thus  the  whole 
couotry,  with  too  few  exceptions, 
became  hoitile ;  thofe  who  were 
incapable  of  arms,  ailing  as  fpies, 
and  keeping  a  continual  watch  for 
thofe  who  bore  them  ;  fo  that  the 
fmalleft  motion  cculd  not  be  made, 
without  its  being  expokd  and  dif- 
covered,  before  it  could  produce 
its  intended  effect.  Such  were  the 
untoward  events,  that  in  the  winter 
damped  the  hopes  of  a  victorious 
army,  and  nipped  the  laurels  of  a 
foregoing  profperous  campaign. 


We  have  formerly  had  occasion 
to  fhew,  the  bad  fuccefs  which  in- 
variably attended  the  repeated  at- 
tempts that  had  been  made,  of 
calling  otr  the  attention  and  force 
of  the  fouthern  colonies  from  the 
fupport  of  the  general  alliance  to 
their  own  immediate  defence,  by 
involving  them  effectually  in  civil 
war  and  dorr.eftic  contention,  either 
through  the  means  of  the  well 
affected  in  genera!,  the  Regulators 
and  Highland  emigrants  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  of  the  Negroes  in 
Virginia.  We  have  alfo  taken 
fome  fmall  notice,  of  the  charges 
made  by  the  inlurgents  in  fome  of 
thefe  provinces  againfl  their  go- 
vernors, of  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  favages  down  to  further  thole 
defigns. 

s  failure  in  thefe  attempts, 
was  not  furncient  to  damp  the  zeal 
of  the  Britilh  agents  among  the 
Indian  nations,  nor  to  render  them 
hopelefs  of  ftill  performing  fome 
elTential  fervice,  by  engaging  thefe 
people  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  to 
attack  the  fouthern  colonies  in 
their  back  and  defencelefs  parts. 
The  Indians,  ever  light  in  aft  and 
faith,  greedy  of  prefent?,  and 
eager  for  fpoil,  were  not  difficultly 
induced,  by  a  proper  application 
of  the  one,  and  the  hope  of  the 
other,  concurring  with  their  own 
natural  difpofiticn,  to  forget  the 
treaties  which  they  had  lately  con- 
firmed or  renewed  with  the  colo- 
nics, and  to  engage  in  the  defign. 

It  was  held  out  to  them,  that  a 
Britim  army  was  to  land  in  Weft 
Florida,  and  afrer  penetrating 
through  the  Creek,  Chickefaw, 
and  Cherokee  countries,  and  be- 
ing joined  by  the  warriors  of  thofe 
nations,  they  were  jointly  to  in- 
vade  the  Carolinas   and  Virginia, 

[£]  3  whiift 
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whillt  another  formidable  force  by  wards  applied  to  for  affiflance  by 
fea  and  land,  was  to  make  a  the  Cherokees,  returned  for  anfwer, 
powerful  impreflion  on  the  coafts.  that  they,  the  latter,  had  plucked 
Circular  letters  to  the  fame  im-  the  thorn  out  of  their  foot,  and 
port,  were  fen  I  by  Mr  Stuart,  the  were  welcome  to  keep  it. 
principal  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  But  the  Cherokees  fell  upon 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  the  adjoining  colonies  with  d>-rer- 
nents,  requiring  all  the  well-  mined  fury,  carrying,  for  a  part  of 
ed,  as  well  as  all;  thofe,  who  the  fumrner,  ruin  and  delolation 
were  willing  to  preferve  thcmfelves  wherever  they  came,  fcalping  and 
and  their  families  from  the  inevi-  flanghtering  the  people,  and  to- 
table  calami  ies  "and  deftrucYion  of  tally  deftroying  their  fettlements. 
an  Indian  war,  to  be  In  readinels  1  hey  were  loon,  however,  checked, 
to  repair   to   the   royal  ftandarJ,   as  and     feverely     experienced, 


foon  a>  it  was  erected  in  the  Che- 
rokee courtly,  and  to  brirg  wi'h 
them  their  horlcs,  cattle,  and 
pro.vifions,  for  all  of  which  they 
wee  promifed  pa\mcnt.  They 
were  iikewife  required,  for  their 
prefent  fecurity,  and  fir.ure  dif- 
|  he    King's  enemies, 

to     fubferibe     immediately    to     a 


things  were  much  altered,  fince 
the  time  of  their  former  warfare 
upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that 
the  martial  fpirit  now  prevalent  in 
the  colonies,  was  extended  to  their 
remotefl  frontiers.  They  were 
not  only  repulfed  or  defeated  in 
every  adtion,  by  the  neighbouring 
militia  of  Virginia  and  the    Caro- 


written  paper,  declaratory  of  their  linas,  but  pudued  into  their  own 
allejjiaiue.  country",  where  their  towns  were 
The  I  heme  was  fo  plauf.ble,  demolished,  their  corn  defiroyed, 
snd  carried  iuch  a  probability  of  and  their  warriors  thinned  in  re- 
fine fs,  that  it  feemed  to  have  had  peated  engagements,  until  the  na- 
a  very  extenfive  operation  upon  tion  was  nearly  exterminated,  and 
the  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and  the  wretched  furvivors  were  obliged 
to  have  p.  p. red  them  in  a  great  to  fubmit  to  any  terms  prefcribed 
meafure  for  a  general  confederacy  by  the  viftors  ;  whillt  the  neigh- 
againft  the  colonies.  Even  the  bouring  nations  of  Indians  were 
fix  nations,  who  had  before  agreed  filent  and  palfrve  fpeclators  of  their 
to  the  obfervance  of  a  ftri&  neutra-  calamities. 

Jity,   now   c  remitted   fevtral   fmall  Nor  was    this  Indian    war  more 

ails  of  boftility,   which  were  after-  fortunate,  with  refpeft  to  its  effect 

wards    di (owned    by     their    elders  on  the  well-affe&ed  in    thofe  quar- 

and    chiefs.     The    Creek   Indiana,  ters  ;    who   are   not    only    faid,   to 

niore    violent,  began    the    fouthcrn  a  man,  to  have  expreff  d  the  utmoft 

war  with   all   their  ufual  barbaity,  averfion    to    the  authors,    and    ab- 

until     finding     that    the     expecled  horrence    of    the    cruelty  of    that 

urs  did  not  arrive,  they,   with  mesfure,   but  that  feme  of  the  chief 

a  foreiight    uncommon    among   In-  leaders  of   the    tones,  avowed  a  re- 

d:ans,   ft   pped   fuddenly  fhort,   and  cantation  of  their  former  principles, 

repenting  ot  what   they   had   done,  merely  upon  that  account, 

were,  in  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  It  was  in  the  midfl  of  the  buftle 

Cafily  excufed  ;    and    being    after-  and  danger  of  the  war,  and  when 

ths 
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the  fcale  of  Fortune  feemed  to 
hang  heavily  againft  them,  by  the 
defeat  on  Long  Ifland,  and  the  re- 
duction of  New  York,  at  a  time 
when  a  great  and  invincible  force 
by  fea  and  land,  carried  difmay 
and  conqueft  wherever  it  directed 
its  courfe,  that  all  the  members 
~~  of  the  Congrefs  ventured 

'  4*  to  fign  that  remarkable 
treaty  of  perpetual  compact  and 
union  between  the  thirteen  revolted 
colonies,  which  lays  down  an  in- 
variable fyftem  of  rules  or  laws, 
for  their  government  in  all  public 
cafes  with  refpect  to  each  other  in 


peace  or  war,  and  is  alfo  extended 
to  their  commerce  with  foreign 
ftates.  This  piece,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  moft  dangerous 
fupplement  to  the  declaration  of 
independency,  was  publimed  under 
the  title  of  articles  of  confedera- 
tion and  perpetual  union  between 
the  thirteen  fpecified  ftates,  and 
has  fince  received,  as  the  neceftary 
forms  would  permit,  the  feparate 
ratiScation  of  each  colony.  Such 
was  in  general  the  ftate  of  affairs 
in  America  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1776. 


CHAP.     II. 

State  of  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Nenu  peers.  Change 
in  the  department  for  the  education  of  the  Royal  Brothers.  'Extraordinary 
augmentation  of  the  peerage  in  Ireland.  Dtftrejfes  of  the  Weft-India 
iflanJs.  Depredations  of  the  American  cruisers.  Conduil  olfrved  in 
the  French  and  Spanijh  ports.  Armaments.  Several  men  of  war  com- 
viifjioned.  Prefs.  Difpute  between  the  city  of  London  and  the  Admiralty. 
Account  of  John  the  Painter;  he  burns  the  bemp-hcufe  at  Port/mouth; 
Jets  fire  to  fame  houfes  at  Briflol.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrejjes. 
Amendments  moved.     Great  debates. 


TH  E  interval  that  elapfed 
during  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, was  not  much  checkered 
with  fuch  domeftic  events  as  could 
greatly  excite  the  attention  of  the 
public.  As  war  feemed  now  as 
inevitable  as  it  was  fully  provided 
for,  the  narrow  alternative  which 
was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commiffioners  affording  little  room 
for  other  expectation,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  fufpended  for 
the  prefent,  and  people  only  looked 
forward  to  the  confequences  of 
that  event.  Thofe  who  approved 
of  hoftility,  faw  their  defires  now 
gratified  to  the  utmoft,  and  thofe 
who  differed  with  them  in  opinion 


found  it  ufelefs  to  repine,  Thus, 
all  former  fubjects  of  debate  and 
difcutfion  being  lwallowed  up  in 
the  final  decifion,  public  affairs 
feemed  to  be  fcarcely  thought  of, 
and  a  degree  of  ftillnefs  prevailed 
among  the  people,  perhaps  un- 
equalled in  any  country  or  age, 
during  the  rage  of  a  foreign  or 
domeftic  warfare. 

War  is  feldom  unpopular  in 
this  country ;  and  this  war  was 
attended  with  fome  circumftances 
which  feldom  have  accompanied 
any  other.  The  high  language  of 
authority,  dignity  and  fupremacy, 
which  had  filled  the  mouths  of 
many  for  fome  years,  fed  the  va- 
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nity  of  thofe  who  could  not  eafily 
dil.r.c,  or  who  perhapa  had  never 
fully  confidered,  the  extent  of  the 
terms,  or  of  the  confequences 
which  they  were  capable  of  pro- 
docing  ;  and  the  featuring  idea  of 
leflenir.g  the  national  burthen  , 
by  ar  n   revenue,   whilll   it 

was  fitted  to  the  comprehcnfion  of 
the  meaneft  capacity,  was  not  lefs 
effective  in  its  operation  upon 
of  a  fuperior  clafs  and  order.  To 
the  powerful  principles  of  national 
pruie  and  avarice,  was  added  a 
laudable  difpefition  to  fupport  thofe 
rational  rights  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  invaded,  and  a  proper 
-3tion  and  refentment  to  that 
ingratitude  and  infolence  which 
were  charged  upon  the  Americans, 
and  to  which  only  the  prefent 
troubles  were  attributed  by  thofe, 
who  uere  mofl  active  in  fomenting 
the  principles  of  hoftility,  which 
at  that  time  prevailed,  far  more 
than  they  had  done  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  conteft. 

Jn  fuch  circun-itance?,  it  is  nnt 
to  be  wenuered  at,  if  a  majority  of 
the  people  gave  at  lead  a  kind  of 
tacit  approbation  to  the  war;  but 
as  it  was  not  attended  with  national 
antipathy  or  rivalfhip,  el>ablifhed 
enmity,  or  even  a  prefent  compe- 
tition for  glory,  they  did  net  feel 
themfelves  fo  much  interfiled  in 
its  fuccefs,  or  altogether  fo  anxijus 
about  its  confequences,  as  they 
would  in  thofe  of  another  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  great  body 
of  the  people,  who  had  at  all  times 
reprobated  the  meafures  which  led 
to  the  prefent  troubles,  and  who 
confidered  them  as  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous to  the  conilitution,  than 
ruinous  to  the  power  and  glory  of 
the  nation,  could  not  be  fuppofed 
faneuine    in    their    whites    for    a 
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fuccefs,  which  they  deemed  liable 
to  more  fatal  confequences  than 
any  lofs  or  defeat.  The  great 
diltance  of  the  feat  of  war,  alfo 
rendered  its  effects  lefs  interefting. 
For  diftance  produces  in  fome 
degree  the  effect  of  time  with 
reipect  to  fenfibility;  and  the 
ties,  and  calamities, 
which  would  wring  the  heart  if 
they  happened  in  the  next  county, 
are  flightly  felt  at  three  or  four 
thoufand'  miles  diftance.  The 
diftance  alfo  prevented  all  appre- 
henfion  of  immediate  danger  ;  the 
expences  of  the  conteft.  were  not 
yet  fenfibly  felt ;  and  the  bulk  of 
mankind  never  think  of  remote 
confequences. 

From  thefe,  and  other  amies, 
a  general,  and  perhaps  blameable, 
careleflhefs  and  indifference  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  nation.  Nor 
was  it  eaiiiy  roufed  from  this 
drowfy  apathy,  which  like  all 
other  habits  was  confirmed  by 
time.  For  when,  at  length,  the 
American  cruizers,  not  only  fcour- 
ed  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  fpread- 
ing  their  depredations  through  the 
European  feas,  brought  alarm  and 
hoftility  home  to  our  doors  ;  when 
the  deftruction  which  befell  the 
homeward  bound  richly  laden 
Weft-India  fleets,  poured  equal 
ruin  upon  the  planters  in  the 
iflands  and  the  merchants  at  home  ; 
\\h:n  an  account  of  the  failure  of 
feme  capital  houfe  in  the  city, 
was  almoft  the  news  of  every 
morning  ;  even  in  that  flate  of 
public  lofs  and  private  dii 
an  unufual  phlegm  prevailed,  end 
the  fame  tranquil  countenance  and 
carelefs  unconcern  was  prefcrved, 
bv  thofe  who  had  not  yet  partaken 
of  the  calamity.  A  circumftance 
which  is  not  iufaciently  accounted 

for, 
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for,  even  from  the  vaft  numbers 
who  thought  themfelves  officially, 
or  by  connection,  bound  to  give 
a  countenance  to  the  war  as  a  fa- 
vourite court  meafure,  nor  the  ftill 
greater  of  thofe  who  profited  by  its 
continuance. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs 
and  difpofition  at  large,  admimflra- 
tion  had  acquired  fuch  an  appear- 
ance of  ltabiiry,  as  feemed  to 
render  them,  for  fome  confiderable 
time  to  come,  fuperior  to  the  frowns 
tune.  Supported  by  an  irre- 
filtible  majority  in  parliament,  they 
were  already  armed  with  every 
power  which  they  were  capable  of 
deiiringor  wiflur.g  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  American  fyftem  ; 
whilit,  as  the  nation  was  now  too 
deeply  engaged  in  their  meafures 
to  be  capable  of  retracting,  it 
would  be  found  equally  diffi< 
commit  the  profecution  of 
to  any  other  hands.'  Thus  the 
power  which  produced  the  mea- 
sures, was  iniured  during  their 
continuance.  All  apprehenfion 
from  the  oppofition  of  an  ill  united 
minority  had  been  leng  worn  off; 
and  it  leemed  now  rather  neceffary 
to  give  a  colour  and  fantftion  to 
their  proceedings,  by  recording 
the  vail  fuperiority  which  decided 
every  queftion  in  their  favour, 
than  as  at  all  capable  of  counter- 
acting, or  even  impeding  their 
defigns. 

In  this  Arong  flare  of  fecurity, 
no  changes  took  place  among  the 
miniiters.  Though  the  force  of 
government  in  the  Houie  of  Lords 
ieemed  to  require  no  addition, 
feveral   new   Peers  were   called  up 

Mav  1  a    a    ^evv    ^a^s    before   the 

J776      recefs.        The      Marquis 

''    '     of    Carmarthen    (fon     to 

the,  Duke   of  Leeds)  was  created 


Baron  Olborne ;  Lord  Polwarth 
(fon  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont) 
Baron  Hume;  Lord  Mount  Stuart 
(fon  to  the  Earl  of  Bute)  Baron 
Cardiff;  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Ba- 
ron Hawke ;  Mr.  Onflow,  Baron 
Cranley  ;  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft,  Ba- 
ron Amherft  ;  Sir  Brcwnlow  Cuft, 
Baron  Brownlow;  Mr.  George 
Pitt,  Baron  Rivers  ;  Mr.  Rider, 
Baron  Harrowby  ;  and  Mr.  Foley, 
Biron  Foley.  The  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton  and  Argyll  was  created 
Baronefs  Hamilton,  with  defcent 
to  her  heirs  male.  Her  prefent 
hufband,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  had 
fome  time  before  obtained  the  Eng- 
lish barony  of  Sundridge. 

Of  thefe  new  creations,  two 
were  only  anticipations  of  honour, 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and 
Mr.  Onflow  being  already  in  im- 
mediate fucceffion  to  the  peerage. 
Some  exceptions  were  taken  in  dif- 
courles  and  writings,  on  the  grant- 
ing of  Engliih  baronies  to  the 
Scotch  nobility,  or  the  immediate 
fucceflbrs  in  their  titles,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  them  to  fill  feats 
in  parliament.  It  was  urged  as  a 
very  disputable  meafure,  and  con- 
fidered  by  many  as  an  evafion,  if 
net  direel  violation  of  the  condi- 
tions of  union  between  the  two 
kingdoms  ;  yet  many  confider  it  as 
a  proceeding,  which  may  in  time 
be  productive  rather  of  fecurity 
than  danger  to  the  conftitution. 
For  whatever  influence  may  at  pre- 
fent operate  upon  thofe  who  hold 
themfelves  under  an  immediate 
obligation  upon  that  account,  it 
will  of  courfe  wear  away  in  a  little 
time  with  them  or  their  fucceflbrs; 
and  the  more  numerous  they  grow, 
the  lefs  liable  to  management;  fo 
that  they  may  become  in  fome  de- 
gree a  ballance  to  the  fixteen  Peers, 

who 
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who  under  the  name  and  form  of 
an  election,  are  avowedly  nomi- 
nated, and  virtually  appointed  by 
the  Miniller,  and  accordingly  con- 
fidered  as  a  dead  weight  in  the 
fcale  of  the  crown. 

,  Within   a   few  days  afrer 

'  the  recef>,  an  unexpected 
change  took  place  in  the  depart- 
ment for  the  education  of  the  royal 
brothers,  the  Prince  of  vVales  and 
the  Bifhop  of  (Xr.aburgh,  the  Earl 
of  HolderneiTe,  Governor,  the  Bi- 
fhop of  Chefter,  Preceptor,  Mr. 
Smelt,  Sub-Governor,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackfon,  Sub-Preceptor, 
having  all  refigned  their  refpe&ive 
employments.  This  mtafure  has 
been  attributed  to  fome  di ("agree- 
ment between  the  Governor  and 
Preceptor  ;  but  it  feems  as  if  the 
caufes  were  not  thorougly  known. 
As  no  new  arrangement  was  in 
readinefs,  it  alfo  ieems  as  if  the 
court  was  not  prepared  for  the 
event. 

Lord  Bruce  was  firft  appointed 
Governor,  with  a  promife  of  be- 
ing created  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  a 
title  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
coveted.  But  this  office  not  fuit- 
ing  his  temper  or  inclination,  he 
in  a   few  days  refigned,  when    his 

T         0  ,        brother,    the   Duke   of 
June  Stn.      ^^3^      was     ap„ 

pointed  Governor   to   the  Princes  ; 
Dr.   Hurd,    Bifhop    of    Litchfield, 
Preceptor;   Colonel  Hotham,   Sub- 
Governor  ;  and    the   Rev.    W.  Ar- 
nold,  Sub-Preceptor.     Lord   Bruce 
obtained   his  earldom,   the  govern- 
ment of  Windfor,  which  had  been 
held  by  the  Duke    of    Montague, 
and  was  called  to    the   privj 
cil  ;    the  Marquis    of   Can; 
who  was  married    to  Lord  i  I 
nefle's  daughter,  was    appointed   a 
Lord    of   the    bed-chamber  ;    and 


towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Drummond,  the 
Bifhop  of  Cheller  was  promoted  to 
the  metropolitan  fee  of  York. 

Though  the  government  of  Ire- 
land was  not  yet  difpoled  of,  means 
were  ufed  to  fmooth  the  way  for 
the  future  Viceroy.  A  great  pro- 
motion in  point  of  rank,  and  an 
enormous  augmentation  as  to  num- 
ber, took  place  in  the  peerage  of 
that  country.  Five  Vifcounts  were 
advanced  to  earldoms,  feven  Ba- 
rons to  be  Vifcounts,  and  no  lefs 
than  eighteen  new  Barons  created, 
in  the  courfe  of  one  day.  y  .  , 
Towards  the  end  of  No-  Ja  ¥ 
vember,  the  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
fhire  was  appointed  Lord-Lieute- 
nant of  that  kingdom. 

The  melancholy  prognoftica- 
tions,  which  at  the  time  had  been 
treated  rather  as  chimerical,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  party,  than  a 
well-founded  deduction  drawn  from 
reafon  and  a  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
ject,  relative  to  the  calamities  in 
which  the  American  troubles  would 
involve  the  Well- India  Iflands,  be- 
gan already  to  be  too  fenfibly  ful- 
filled. Several  of  the  moft  eiTen- 
tial  neceffaries  of  life,  particularly 
the  articles  of  fullenance  ufed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  negroes,  as  well 
as  of  the  poor  and  laborious  white?, 
had  rifen  from  three  to  four  times 
their  cullomary  price.  Staves, 
which  in  the  next  degree  to  food 
wete  an  object  of  the  greateit  ne- 
ceflity,  were  not  to  be  procuvcd  in 
a  fuiiicient  quantity  at  any  price. 
Other  wants  and  dilhefles  multi- 
plied, and  would  have  been  more 
fenfibly  felt,  had  not  the  dread  of 
famine  abforbed  all  lefi'er  confeder- 
ations. The  prizes  taken 
the  Americans,  and  difpofed  of  in 
thole  iflands,  prevented  then 
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treffes  from  being  perfectly  ruin- 
ous. 

As  there  are  feafons  in  which 
misfortunes  feem  to  be  epidemical, 
fo  in  this  period  of  diftrefs,  a  con- 
fpiracy  and  infurreclion  of  the  Ne- 
groes in  Jamaica,  though  happily 
discovered  in  jrood  time,  and  eafily 
crufhed  in  the  bud,  yet  in  its  con- 
fequences  helped  much  to  increafe 
the  genera!  calamities  both  at  home 
and  in  the  iflands.  As  the  fmall 
military  force  in  Jamaica  had  been 
weakened  for  the  American  fer- 
vice,  and  that  the  departure  of  a 
great  fleet  of  merchantmen  t,  amount- 
ing to  about  1 20  fail,  with  a  part 
of  the  fmall  fquadron  on  that  ira- 
tion  to  be  their  convoy,  would 
render  the  ifland  ilill  more  naked 
and  defenceless,  the  Negroes  fixed 
upon  that  time  for  carrying  their 
defign  into  execution. 

The  fleet  which  was  to  have 
failed  in  July,  was  detained  in 
confequence  of  the  difcovery  of  the 
plot,  for  about  a  month,  when  the 
fhips  were  loaded  and  jull  ready  for 
the  fea  ;  a  detention,  which  though 
an  immediate  heavy  lofs  and  ex- 
pence  to  the  owners,  was  produc- 
tive of  much  greater  misfortune. 
For  they  not  only  met  with  bad 
weather  which  Scattered  the  fhips 
and  laid  them  open  to  danger,  but 
the  Americans  thereby  gained  time 
to  equip  their  privateers,  and  feize 
the  critical  itations  for  intercepting 
their  paffage.  Some  blame  was 
alio  thrown  upon  the  convoy  ;  but, 
however  it  was,  many  fhips  of  that 
rich  fleet  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Nor  was  the  trade  from 
the  other  iflands  more  fortunate. 
So  that  though  the  Americans  did 
not  begin  their  diftaat  depredations 
till  late  in  the  year,  the  Britifh 
lefs  in  captures  during  1776,  ex- 
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clufive  of  tranfports  and  govern- 
ment flore  fhips  was  eitimated 
confiderably  higher  than  a  million 
fterling. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French 
and  Spanifh  ports  in  Europe,  be- 
gan, fome  time  before  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  to  fwarm  with  Ameri- 
can privateers,  and  to  be  crowd- 
ed with  their  Englifh  prizes,  which 
were  at  firft  openly  fold  without 
any  colour  of  difguife.  On  re- 
monflrances  from  this  court,  a  lit- 
tle more  decorum  was  obferved  ; 
(ov.ic  check  was  given  to  the  open 
and  avowed  fale  of  prizes  ;  but 
the  practice  Hill  continued.  In 
the  prefent  unhappy  Hate  of  affairs, 
it  was  thought  neceflary  for  a 
while  to  fufpend  the  affertion  of 
the  national  dignity.  At  no  time 
had  that  dignity  fuffered  fuch  an 
eclipfe.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
American  depredations  were  car* 
rid  on  to  a  much  greater  extent, 
and  much  more  avowedly  counte- 
nanced in  all  the  French  colonics. 
Even  French  fhips  took  American 
commi (lions ;  and  with  few,  and 
fometimes  no  American  feamen  on 
board,  carried  on  a  war  upon  the 
Britiih  commerce  with  impunity. 
In  the  mean  time  the  King's 
fhips,  on  their  parts,  took  an  in- 
finite multitude  of  prizes  from  the 
Americans,  moflly  indeed  of  fmall 
value  ;  but  they  proved  a  very  time- 
ly relief  to  the  fuffering  iJlanders. 

The  American  declaration  of 
independency,  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  thofe  to  triumph  much 
in  their  fagacity,  who  had  at  all 
times  urged  and  fupported  the  rnoft 
coercive  meafures,  and  who  now 
infilled  that  this  had  been  the 
grand  object  and  operative  motive 
with  the  colonies  during  the  whole 
conteltj  and  the  real  iource  of  all 

the 
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the  prefent  troubles.  The  know- 
ledge of  the  fact,  with  thefe  and 
other  reafonings  upon  it,  had  alfo 
an  efteft  upon  many  others,  in  re- 
conciling them  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fures,  and  hading  them  to  confi- 
der  the  difugreeable  Situation  of 
public  affairs,  rather  as  ariling 
from  an  inevitable  neceffity,  than 
proceeding  from  any  error  in  their 
Superintendence  or  conduct..  It  will 
be  eafily  conceived  that  the  great 
Joffes  fn  Haired  by  the  capture  of 
Britifh  fhips,  and  which  trade  o- 
therwife  fuffcred  by  the  prodigious 
rife  of  infurance,  (that  upen 
homeward  bound  Weft  India  fhips 
now  amounting  to  23I.  per  cent.) 
mull  have  exceedingly  embittered 
the  minds  of  the  fufferers  againft 
the  Americans ;  nor  could  it  be 
without  effeft  upon  the  temper  of 
the  nation  in  general. 

The  great  armaments,  which 
were  continually  increafing,  in 
the  French  and  Spaniih  ports,  the 
avowed  difpofition  of  thofe  ftates 
with  refpeft  to  Portugal,  and  many 
other  fufpicious  appea:  ances,  af- 
forded very  fufficient  grounds  of 
alarm  to  the  miniliers  during  the 
recefs.  The  caufe  and  effect  in- 
creafed  with  the  feafon,  until  at 
length,  towards  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  political  horizon  ap- 
peared not  a  little  gloomy. 

In    thefe    circumftances,     fixteen 

additional    fhips  of   the  line   were 

fuddenly  put  into  commiflion,  and 

r^n        ..1.     a  proclamation   iffued, 

Oct.  2cth.    ,    v    ,  .  ,      ,  \ 

D         by    which    the    reward 

to  able  feamen  for  entering  in  the 

navy  was  increafed  to  five  pounds 

per  man.     This   was  followed   by 

another  proclamation,  recalling  all 

feamen   who  were  in    any   foreign 

fervice  ;   by  two  others,  laying  an 

embargo    on    the    exportation    of 


provifions  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  and  by  a  fifth,  enjoining 
the  obiervance  of  a  general  raft. 

An  hot  prefs  had  attended  the 
proclamation  for  the  bounty  to 
feamen.  As  the  public  conduce 
of  the  city  of  London  in  political 
matters,  has  for  feveral  years  paft, 
in  various  inftances,  drawn  upon  it 
the  moft  marked  and  unequivocal 
indications  of  the  refentment  and 
indignation  of  government,  fo  the 
prefent  occafion  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  fquibble  between  that 
body  and  the  admiralty. 

The  Lord  Mayor  claimed  an 
exemption  for  the  watermen  of  his 
barge.  The  city  claimed  an  ex- 
emption from  prefling  within  its 
jurildidicn.  The  court  of  King's 
Bench  held  that  thefe  claims  did 
not  appear  to  them  fepport- 
ed  by  adequate  proof.  This  dif- 
pute  continued  very  hotly  for  a 
time,  and  ended  without  any  de- 
finitive decifion  on  feveral  of  the 
moft  material  points  of  law.  How- 
ever, the  right  of  prefiing  feemed 
to  grow  in  ftrength,  and  all  ideas 
of  local  or  perianal  exemptions, 
to  lofe  ground  very  confiderably. 

Towards  the  dole  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  en- 
fuing,  much  confufion,  apprehen- 
fion,  and  fufpicion  was  excited, 
by  the  machinery  of  a  wretched 
enthufiall  and  incendiary,  fince  v%  ell 
known  by  the  appellation  of  John 
the  Painter,  but  whofe  real  name 
was  James  Aitken.  This  man, 
who  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  and 
bred  a  painter,  poilefiing  an  ex- 
traordinary fpirit  of  rambling,  with 
a  ftrong  propensity  to  vice,  had  pann- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  thro' 
an  uncommon  variety  of  thole 
fcenes,  which  attend  the  moft  pro- 
fligate   and    abandoned    Hate    of 
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a  vagabond  life.  A  kind  of  life, 
for  which  a  manual  trade,  however 
followed,  affords  the  molt  perfect 
opportunity  and  cover. 

Among  his  other  exploits  he 
had  paffed  through  feveral  march- 
ing regiments  of  foot,  from  each 
of  which  he  deferred  as  foon  as 
opportunity  ferved,  after  receiving 
the  bounty  money.  In  his  various 
peregrinations  through  the  diffe- 
rent parts  of  England,  he  alter- 
nately committed  highway  rob- 
beries, burglaries,  petty  thefts, 
rapes,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  as 
occafion  invited,  villainy  prompt- 
ed, or  fear  or  necefiity  operated. 
Whether  it  proceeded  from  the 
appreheniion  of  punilliment,  or 
that  the  original  bent  of  his  ge- 
nius led  him  to  new  fcenes  of 
action,  whatever  was  the  opera- 
tive motive,  he  fhipped  hi'r.ielf 
off  for  America,  where  he  conti- 
nued for  two  or  three  years.  His 
being  of  a  melancholy  folitary 
nature,  which  neither  lough,  for 
aiTociates  in  crimes,  nor  admitted 
of  partners  in  pleafure,  as  i:  con- 
tributed much  to  his  preT-rvation 
for  fo  long  a  time  from  the  juftice 
of  thofe  laws  which  he  w<o  ctn- 
ftantly  breaking,  ferved  c-qaal- 
ly  to  throw  in  utter  darknefs  ail 
thofe  parts  of  his  life,  which  he 
did  not  himfelf  think  fitting  or 
neceffary  to  communicate.  His 
(ran factions  in  America  are  ac- 
cordingly unknown,  any  further, 
than  that  he  traverfed,  and  work- 
ed at  his  trade  in,  feveral  of  the 
colonies. 

As  his  pilgrimage  on  that  con- 
tinent, was  in  the  beginning  and 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  troubles,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined, that  the  violence  of  the 
language  and   fejitiments   held    in 


political  matters,  by  that  order  of 
the  people  with  whom  he  lived 
and  converfed,  gave  birth  to  that 
madnefs  of  enthufiafai  in  him, 
which  afterwards  became  fo  dan- 
gerous. He  accordingly  returned 
to  .  igland  with  the  molt  deadly 
antipathy  to  the  government  and 
nation,  and  foon  after,  if  not  ori- 
ginally, adopted  the  defign,  of 
fubverting  in  his  own  fingle  per- 
fon,  that  power  which  he  fo  much 
abhorred. 

The  fcheme  was    as   deteltable, 
as    could    even    be    expected    from 
the    villainous    character     of     the 
framer.     It  was  to  dettroy  the  ma- 
ritime   force    of   this    country,    as 
well   as   its    in.errcl    lirength   and 
,   by  fetting  fire  to  the  royal 
dock-yards, 'and  burning  the  prin- 
cipal    trading    cities    and    towns, 
with    their    fhipping    of   whatever 
fort,  fo  fir  as   it    :  mid  pofSbly   be 
prafecotion  of  this 
,  he   traverfed    the 
om   to  difcover  the  Hate    of 
1     [  t   >cks,  and  the  nature 
of  the  watch    by  which  they  were 
gua-jed,     which    he     in     general 
found  to  be  as  lax   and  infarncient 
as  he  could  have  wilhed.     He  al- 
fo    took    wonderful    pains    in    the 
construction      of     fireworks,      ma- 
chines,  and    .ombi'ftihles,  for    the 
purpofe,   but   was   (Irangely  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  all  his  attempts  of  this 
nature. 

It  was  ov/ing  to  this  unaccount- 
able failore  in  his  machines,  that 
the  nation  was  faved  from  re- 
ceiving fome  dreadful,  if  not  ir- 
retrievable iTiock.  One  of  them, 
which  ext-nguifhed  of  its  own  ac- 
cord, without  any  human  inter- 
ference, was  found,  feveral  weeks 
after  it  had  been  laid,  in  the  cen- 
ter  of  a   prodigious  quantity,    of 

one 
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one  of  the   mod   combuftible    fub- 

ftances,  in    the   great   hemp   houfe 

at  Portfmouth.     He,  however,  fuc- 

•p.  ,      ceeded,    in    fetting    fire 

UCC.  7th.    tQ     the     f0pe     houfe     in 

that  yard,  and  had  an  opportunity, 
for  feveral  miles  in  his  flight  to 
London,  to  feafr.  the  malignity  of 
his  nature,  in  the  contemplation  of 
that  dreadful  conflagration  which 
he  had  excited,  and  which  from  its 
prodigious  appearance,  he  imagin- 
ed had  fpread  to  all  the  maga- 
zines, buildings,  and  docks.  The 
fire  was  happily  fubdued,  with  no 
other  lofs  than  that  of  the  rope 
houfe  and  its  contents. 

The  incendiary  itill  purfuedhisde- 
fjgn,  but  failed  in  his  attempts  upon 
the  royal  docks,  and  narrowly  e- 
fcaped  being  taken  at  Plymouth. 
The  city  of  Briltol  was  at  that  time 
greatly  divided  between  the  too  nu- 
merous parties  of  Tories  and  Whigs, 
as  they  were  called,  the  former  of 
which  eagerly  fupported,  and  the 
latter  as  highly  detefled,  the  pre- 
sent court  meafures  againit  Ame- 
rica. The  former  carried  up  an 
addrefs  of  congratulation  upon 
the  late  fucceiTe^  of  his  Majeity's 
arms,  which  the  latter  condemned 
an  the  llrongeir.  terms,  reprefent- 
ing  it  as  an  act  highly  indecent, 
unchrillian,  and  impious,  to  ex- 
hibit any  marks  of  triumph  and 
rejoicing  in  the  flaughter  and  de- 
ftruclion  of  their  fellow-fubje&s. 

In  this  Mate  of  party  and  poli- 
tical difunion  among  the  inhabi- 
tants, John  the  Painter,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1777,  attempt- 
ed firil  to  burn  the  {hipping, 
and  afterwards  the  city  itfelf. 
A  deep  and  narrow  chalm,  which 
is  nearly  dry  when  the  tide  is 
out,  fronts  a  great  part  of  the  quay 
in     Briftol,     which     is    generally 


crowded  with  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  veflels,  all  lying  fo  clofe 
together,  and  fo  free  from  water 
in  that  feafon,  that  the  rirtt  thing 
which  ftrikes  the  attention  of  a 
ftranger,  is  a  furprize  how  they 
could  be  fo  lodged,  and  the  fe- 
cond,  a  conviction  of  the  fatal 
and  irremediable  confequences 
both  to  the  (hipping  and  the  city, 
which  a  fire  mull  inevitably  pro- 
duce. The  incendiary  failing  in 
his  attempt  to  fet  two  or  three 
of  thole  veffels  on  fire,  found  fo 
ftritt  a  watch  kept  afterwards, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  change  his 
mode  of  operation,  and  to  iecure 
the  deftruction  of  the  (hips  by 
beginning  with  the  hoofes.  Af- 
ter fome  failures  in  his  attempts 
this  way,  in  which,  as  in  all  o- 
thers,  the  finding  of  his  inefFe-clive 
apparatus  afforded  full  evider.ee  of 
the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  defign, 
he  at  length  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  fet  fire  to  fome  warehoufes  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  quay,  fix  or 
feven  of  which  were  cenfumed. 

Thefe  facls  and  circumftances 
afforded  a  full  fcope,  to  all  the 
r?.ge  and  virulence  of  party  to 
blaze  out  in  their  uRnoft  violence. 
The  molt  bigot  ted  and  furious, 
and  conf.quen:!y  the  mod  igno- 
rant, on  the  one  fide,  attributed 
them  to  the  difaffeclion,  the  re- 
publican and  American  princi- 
ples, cf  the  other;  whilft  thofe 
©n  an  equal  fcale  of  underfland- 
ing  and  prejudice  on  that,  were 
fully  convinced,  that  they  were 
malicious  afts  or  inventions  of 
the  Tories,  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  calumniating  and  blackening 
their  adverfaries. 

The  reign  of  the  incendiary 
was   not    much    lonocr.       He    was 

o 

taken  up  foon  after   his  departure 

from 
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from  Brifiol,  upon  fome  fufpici- 
ous  circumilance?,  ?.vd  behaved 
with  great  boldnefs,  art,  and  an 
uncommon  government  in  point 
of  fpeech,  upon  his  feveral  exa- 
minations, refufing  peremptorily 
to  anfwer  any  q,;<"!tions.  which 
admitted  even  of  a  doubt  in  the 
remotelt  tendency,  that  the  an- 
fwer could  by  any  construction  be 
J  to  his  own  crimination  ; 
nor  was  he  at  all  diiconcerred  or 
embarrafled  by  the  appearance,  or 
the  queftions  propoied  to  him, 
by  fome  or  the  Lords,  and  other 
principal  officers  of  the  admiralty. 

He  was,  however,  with  all  his 
art  and  caution,  circumvented  by 
the  means  of  another  painter, 
who  being  either  an  American, 
or  having  lived  on  that  continent, 
found  means  thereby,  and  by  pre- 
tending to  fympathize  in  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  to  hold  principles 
fimilar  to  his  own,  to  obtain  his 
confidence  in  prifon  ;  until  at 
length,  being  initructed  and  affill- 
ed  for  the  purpofe,  he  fulfilled 
his  intent,  by  drawing  from  him 
the  whole  hiftory  of  his  crimes. 
Upon  his  trial  at  Portfmouth, 
notwithflanding  the  fhock  which 
the  appearance  and  evidence  of 
his  pretended  friend  mull  have 
given  him,  he  behaved  with  the 
fame  boldnefs  and  addrefs  which 
he  had  hitherto  man i felled  ;  made 
a  good  defence,  fhrewd  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  acknowledged 
bafenefs  of  :he  witnefs,  and  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death  with  the 
moll  perfect  indifference.  He 
fent  for  one  of  the  principal  na- 
val officers  of  Portfmouth,  either 
going  to,  or  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, to  whom  he  acknowledg- 
ed his  crime,  and  alfo  gave  fome 


cautions,  with  refpedt  to  the  fu- 
ture prefervation  of  the  royal 
yards  from  fimilar  dangers. 

Such  was   in  general  the  Hate  of 
public   affairs,    during   the    recefs, 
and  for  fome  time   after   the  meet- 
ing of  parliament.    The  nA        n 
fpeech  from  the   throne         „3,Ift' 
icemed    to    breathe    in-       l77"* 
dignation     and      refentment.        It 
would    have   afforded    much    fatis- 
faction     that    the    troubles    which 
had    fo    long    dillra&ed    the    colo- 
nies   had    been    at    an    end  ;    and 
that  the  unhappy   people,  recover- 
ed   from    their  delufion,   had   deli- 
vered themfelves  from   the  oppref- 
fion  of  their   leaders,    and   return- 
ed   to    their  duty ;   but    fo    darin» 
and   defperate     (it   was    faid)    was 
the   fpirit   of  thofe    leaders,  whofe 
object  had    always   been  dominion 
and   power,   that   they    had  openly 
renounced     all    allegiance     to    the 
crown,     and    all    political  connec- 
tion  with    this  country  ;   that  they 
had    rejected,     with    circumftances 
of  indignity  and  infult,  the  means 
of    conciliation   held  out   to   them 
under  the    authority  of    the    royal 
com  million  ;     and    had    prefumed 
to  fet  up  their   rebellious  confede- 
racies     for      independent      Hates. 
Mich  mifchief  was   forefeen    from 
the  growth   of  this  rebellion,  if  it 
was  iuriered   to  take   root,  not  on- 
ly   with    refpedt    to    the    fafety    of 
the    loyal    colonies,     and     to    the 
commerce  of  thefe   kingdoms,  but 
to   the    general   fyftem  of  Europe. 
One  great   advantage  would,  how- 
ever,  oe  derived,  from   the   object 
of  the   rebels   being   openly   avow- 
ed,    and    clearly     understood  ;      it 
would  produce  unanimity  at  home, 
founded    on    a    general    conviction 
of  the  juliice  and   neceflity  of  our 
meafures. 

The 
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The  two  houfes  were  informed 
of  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and 
of  the  fuccefies  on  the  fide  of 
New  York,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  unavoidable  delays  that 
retarded  the  commencement  of  the 
operations,  were  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, as  to  aiford  the  ftrongeft 
hopes  of  the  moll  decifive  good 
confequences ;  but  that,  nctwith- 
flanding  this  fair  profpedt,  another 
campaign  mull,  at  all  events,  be 
prepared  for. 

Amicable  aftnrances  were  ftill 
received  from  other  courts  ;  en- 
deavours were  ufed  to  conciliate 
the  differences  between  Spain  and 
Portugal  ;  and  though  a  conti- 
nuance of  the  general  tranquillity 
was  hoped,  it  was,  however, 
thought  expedient,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  that  we  fhould 
be  in  a  rcfpedtable  ftate  of  de- 
fence at  home.  The  great  con- 
fequent  expence  was  regretted  ; 
but  no  doubt  was  entertained, 
that  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
jects under  con  fi  deration,  would 
procure  a  chearful  grant  of  the 
necelTary  fupplies. 

It  declared,  that  his  Majefty 
could  have  no  other  object  in  this 
arduous  conteft  than  the  true  in- 
terells  of  all  his  fubjects  ;  and 
it  afferted,  that  no  people  ever 
enjoyed  more  happinefs,  or  lived 
under  a  milder  government,  than 
the  revolted  provinces  ;  tha:  their 
boalted  improvements  in  every 
art,  their  numbers,  their  wealth, 
their  ftrength  by  fea  and  land, 
were  irrefragable  proofs  of  it. 
The  fpeech  concluded  with  a  de- 
claration, that  his  Majelty's  defire 
was  to  reftore  to  them  the  blef- 
fings  of  law  and  liberty,  equally 
enjoyed  by  every  Britifh  fubject, 
which  they  had  fatally  and  defpe- 
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rately  exchanged  for  all  the  cala- 
mities of  war,  and  the  arbitrary 
tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 

The  addreffes  were  framed  in 
the  ufual  manner,  and,  according 
to  the  practice  of  late  years,  pro- 
duced great  debates,  and  pro- 
pofed  amendmenrs,  of  a  clear  con- 
trary nature,  in  both  houfes. 
That  of  the  Commons,  befides 
confirming,  repeating  and  adopt- 
ing, all  the  portions  in  the  fpeech, 
attributes  the  circumftances  of  in- 
fult  and  indignity,  which  accom- 
panied the  rejection,  by  the  Ame- 
rican leaders,  of  the  means  of  re- 
conciliation gracioufly  held  out 
to  them  by  his  Majefty,  to  their 
refentment  of  his  firm  and  con- 
ftant  adherence  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  conftitutional  rights 
of  parliament,  divefted  of  every 
poflible  view  of  any  feparate  in- 
terefts  of  the  crown  ;  and  exprelfes 
the  ftrongeft  fentiments  of  grati- 
tude for  that  attachment  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  which  had  thus  pro 
the  infolence  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
rebellion. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  moved  an 
amendment,  which  was  of  greater 
length  than  the  original  addrefs. 
In  this  piece,  (which  included  a 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  mi- 
nifterial  conduct  with  refpect  to 
America,)  after  a  declaration  of 
the  molt  earnelt  zeal  for  his  Ma- 
jelly's  true  intereft,  and  the  real 
glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  deep- 
eft  concern,  at  beholding  the 
minds  of  a  very  large,  and  lately 
loyal  and  affectionate  part  of  his 
people,  entirely  alienated  from  his 
government;  it  was  inferred,  that 
fuch  an  event,  as  the  difaffection 
and  revolt  of  a  whole  people, 
could  not  have  taken  place,  with- 
out 
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out  fome  confiderabie  errors  in  the 
conduct  oblerved  towards  them. 

Thcfe  errors  were  imputed,  to 
the  want  of  fuiRcient  information 
being  laid  before  parliament)  and 
to  the  repofing  of  too  great  a 
degree  of  confidence  in  MinilteJ  ; 
who,  though  by  duty  obliged,  and 
by  office  enabled,  to  lludy  and 
to  know  the  temper  and  d 
of  his  Majefty's  America' 
and    to    purlue  U    falotary 

mcafues,  had  t  *:  a  1  i  y  failed  in 
all.  To  this  mifphced  confidence, 
ar.d  want  of  ;  tary  intor- 

mati  >n,  wad  attributed,  the  purfuit 
offchemes  formed  for  the  red u 
and  chaiiiiement  or  a  fuppofed  in- 
confiderable  party  of  factious 
and  which  had  driven  thirteen  large 
provinces  to  defpair.  That 
Act  of  Parliament  which  had  been 
propofed  as  a  means  of  procuring 
peace  and  fubmiiiion,  had  become 
anew  caufe  of  hoilility  and  revolt ; 
until  we  are  almolt  inextricably 
involved  in  a  bloody  and  fexpenfive 
civil  war  ;  which,  bolides  ex:  . 
ing  at  prefent  the  ftrength  of"  all 
his  Majeity's  dominions,  expofing 
our  allies  to  the  defigns  of  their 
and  our  enemies,  and  leaving  this 
kingdom  in  a  iiu.lt  perilous  iitua- 
tion,  thn-atens,  in  its  ifjue,  the 
moft  deplorable  calamities  to  the 
whole  Dritilh  race. 

It  lamented,  that  in  confequence 
of  the  credit  given  to  the  repre- 
fenution  of  Minifters.  no  hearing 
had  been  afforded  to  the  reiterated 
complaints  and  petitions  of  the 
colonies,  nor  any  ground  laid  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
tnoie  unhappy  differences,  which 
took  their  rife  from  queltions  re- 
lative to  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, and  can  be  fetijed  only  by 
parliamentary  authority.  That, 
Vol.  XX.  1777. 
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by  this  fatal  omiffion,  the  Com- 
mifiioners  nominated  for  the  ap- 
parent purpofe  of  making  peace, 
were  furnifned  with  no  legal 
powers,  but  that  of  giving  or 
with-holding  pardons  at  their 
pleafure,  and  that  for  relaxing 
the  feverities  of  a  fingle  penal  Act 
ct  Parliament  ;  leaving  the  whole 
foundation  of  this  unhappy  con- 
tra veriy  joft  as  it  Hood  in  the 
beginning. 

1:  reprefented  in  ftrong  colours, 
the  fatal  cc-nlequences  of  not  lend- 
ing out  the  Commiflioners  for 
feven  months  after  rr.e  time,  that 
their  fpecdy  departure  had  been 
announced  by  the  fpeech  from  the 
;  by  which  neglect ,  it  fays, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies, 
apprized  that  they  were  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  government,  and 
[  no  means  provided  for  their 
entering  into  it,  were  furnilh.'d 
with  reafons  but  too  colourable  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

It  gave  an  afiiirai.ee,  that  the 
Houfe,  by  removing  their  con- 
fidence from  thofe  who  had  in  fo 
in  .  y  inilanccs  grofly  abufed  r, 
wouid  endeavour  to  reltore  to  par- 
liament the  confidence  of  all  the 
people.  To  anUver  this  end,  it 
was  propofed  to  make  enquiries 
into  the  grievances  of  the  colonies, 
into  the  conduct  of  Minilters  with 
regard  to  them,  the  caufes,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  had 
been  lefc  expofed  to  the  reprifals 
of  the  colonies,  at  the  very  time 
when  their  feamen  and  fifhermen, 
being  indifcriminately  prohibited 
from  the  peaceful  exercifeof  their 
occupations,  and  declared  open 
enemies,  mud  have  been  expected, 
w;il\  a  certain  aifurance,  to  be- 
take themfeives  to  plunder,  and  to 
[C]  wreak 


:, 
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wreak  their  revenue  on  the  com- 
merce ot  Great  Britain. 

It  obferved,  that  a  wife,  mode- 
rate, and  providers  ufc  of  the  laue 
advantages  gained  in  arms,  might 
be  productive  of  happy  eff( 
and  "ave  an  affurance,  that  nothing 
ihouid  be  wanting  on  their  part, 
to  enable  his  Mtejefty  to  take  full 
advantage  of  any  difpofition  to  re- 
conciliation, which  might  be  the 
confequence  of  the  miferies  of 
war,  by  laying  down  real  per- 
manent grounds  of  connection  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  co- 
lonies, on  principles  of  liberty 
and  terms  of  mutual  advantage. 

It  concluded  with  the  following 
declaration,  which  contained  high 
and  liberal  fentimentj.  "  We 
fhould  look  with  the  utmoft  fhame 
and  horror,  on  any  events  that 
mould  tend  to  break  the  fpiii:  of 
any  large  part  of  the  Briulh  na- 
tion :  CO  bbw  them  to  an  object 
unconditional  fubrniflion  to  any 
poaer  whatfocver ;  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdae  them 
to  fervile  principles  and  paffive 
habit?,  by  the  mere  force  of  foreign 
mercenary  arms ;  becaufe,  amidlt 
the  exceiies  and  abufes  which  have 
happened,  we  muft  refpett  the 
fpirit  and  principles  operating  in 
thefe  commotions.  Our  v. 
to  regulate,  not  to  deftroy  them  ; 
for  though  differing  in  fome  cir- 
enm  stances,  thefe  very  principles 
evidently  bear  fo  exact  an  analogy 
with  thofe  which  lupport  the  molt 
valuable  part  of  our  own  constitu- 
tion, that  it  is  impoilible,  with 
any  appearance  of  jultice,  to  think 
of  wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fword,  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  without  admitting  con- 
iequences,    and    eitablifhing    pre- 


cedents,   the    mod    dangerous   to 
ies  of  this  kingdom." 

A  fimilar  amendment  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  Lords  was  moved  for 
by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  both  were  fupported  with  great 
force  and  animation,  and  the  de- 
bates in  both  Houfes,  long,  various, 
and  interesting.  Jn  thefe,  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which 
was  confidered  merely  as  the  aft 
of  the  Minister,  was  taken  to 
pieces  without  ceremony,  and 
treated  in  all  its  parts  with  unufual 
afperity. 

It  was  afked,  where  thofe  mighty 
leaders  were  found,  whom  the 
Americans  obeyed  fo  implicitly, 
and  who  governed  them  with  fo 
defpotic  a  rule  ?  They  had  no 
grandees  amongst  them  ;  —  their 
foil  is  not  productive  of  nol 
No  people  upon  earth,  in  an  equal 
iiate  of  improvement,  with  fo  great 
an  extent  of  country,  fo  diffusive 
a  commerce  with  mankind,  and 
in  pofleffion  of  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
fubitantial.perfonal  property,  were 
fo  nearly  in  a  itate  of  equality. 
There  were  not  many  large,  and 
there  were  no  over- grown  fortunes 
among  them.  Mr.  Hancock,  was 
a  plain  merchant,  of  fair  cha- 
racter, and  considerable  fubftance 
in  Bolton  ;  he  pofTeiTed  no  fuper- 
eminence  over  his  brethren,  nor 
authority  over  the  people,  till  the 
prefent  troubles  called  him  into 
both.  Mr.  Wafhington  poffelTed 
fuch  a  landed  eltate,  as  feveral 
private  gentlemen  in  every 
county  in  England  poflefs,  which 
enables  them  to  exhibit  fuch  a 
degree  of  hofpitality,  as  procures 
them  refpeel  and  regard  in  their 
own  districts,  without  their  being 
heard  of  or  known  beyond  thofe 

limits* 
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limits.     Others,    who  now   figure  pires    with     the    year.      At    that 

in  the  the  Congrefs,  were,  period,  all  power  returns  again  to 

and    would    have  continued,    full  the    people    at    large,    who  a<?ain 

more  obfeure.     By  what  magic  is  delegate    it    in    fdzh   proportions, 

it   then,    that    thofe   people,    who  and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  think 

are  reprefented   as   violent  repub-  proper.       Thas,     thofe    fuppoied 


licans,  •  as  levellers  in  principle, 
who  are  faid  to  abhor  all  thole 
notions  which  cuitom  and  au- 
thority have  eftabiiihed  in  other 
parts  of  the" world.  all  at 

once    have   changed   their  na 


t  who    a'e    reprefented    as 

•ling  equally  upon   all   laws, 

ji  the  people, 

as   governing  them    with  rods   of 

upon 
them  own 


and,    what   is   perhaps    Hill  more     i  ablifhed  tyrannies, 

extraordinary,  have  if     are  no  other,  than  their  own  public 

prejudices,  fo  as  t.  -  :rs  and  fervants,  appointed  at 

faculties  of  think;:  powers     their  will,  and  removeable  at  their 

of   acting,    to    a    few    unknown     pleafure.  it  face  then  has 

defpots  ?  approached    Parlia- 

The  anfwer,  they  f 
viou.s   and   was   merely  thi-,  that     j«fty,     with     fo     un  .       and 

the  afiertio'n  was  falfe  j  and  that  it     Ih  ;n. 

was  at  the  fame  time  fo  In  I 

abfurd,  as  not  to   merit   a  ferioua     in  .with   the  ad- 

refutation.      The  Americans    had     d 

been   driven    by    oppreliion    to  Kted,    that 

vindication  of  their  ri?hts  ;    a 


at   length,   by  cur  invincible  per- 
feverance,  in  the  madnefs  and  in- 
juitice  of  cur  conduct,  to  a  c  . 
of  them  by  arms.     In    this  litua- 


ces    of    indignity     and 

iaiioa 

held  out   to  them  under  the  corn- 

mflion.       This     falfehood,      they 


tion,  driven  together  by  common  faid,  was  e:;£raf:ed  upon  a  fimilar 
danger  and  calamity,  and  com-  one  of  the  preceding  feuion,  by 
pelled  to  the  latr  refource  of  w*»ich  which  it  wa.-  held  out,  that  terms 
human  nature  is  capable,  they  were  of  accommodation  would  be  re- 
under  the  fame  neceffity,  which  ferred  to  the  consideration  of  par- 
all  people  (even  lavages,  in  their  liament.  Though  this  was  ne: 
original  flate  of  nature  and  equ.:-  led  nor  effected,  yet  to  nouriih 

lity)  ever  have  been,  and  muit  ever  the  delation  of  the  people,  a  foii- 
continue  to  be,  in  fimilar  circum-  tary  claufe  was  thrown  into  the 
fiances,  of  creating  leader?,  to  capture  act,  em pmverinp  the  crown 
conduct  their  public  affairs,  and  to  appoint  Comrr.iffior.ers  to  jrant 
to  command  their  annie  e     pardons;    a  matter    to    which    it 

leaders,  can  have  no  ether  powers  was  as  fully  competent,  without, 
than  what  the  people  think  fitting  as  with  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
and  necefTary  to  intnlft  them  with.  Thas,  the  boafted  means  of  conci- 
liation, which  the  Americans  had 
fo  ungratefully  and  contumaciously 
d,  were  nothing  more 
[C]   -  a  naked 


Their  representatives  in  the  Pro- 
vincial alfemblies,  are  elected  an- 
nually ;   the  general  Gongrefs  ex- 
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a  naked  offer  of  pardon,  upon 
terms,  the  very  idea  of  which  are 
abh  rrent  to  the  nature  of  every 
fubjecl  of  this  i'ra  government. 
The  Ministers  well  knew  that  they 
would  never  voluntarily  accept  t he 
terms  of  unconditional  fubmii 
and  they  intentionally  dtove  them, 
though  they  dare  neither  avow  the 
defign  nor  the  motives,  to  the  only 
remaining  alternative  oi  refinance, 
and  its  fcarcely  avoidable  confe- 
qaence,  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. To  prevent,  however, 
the  pom'uiihy  of  any  change  of 
difpolition,  the  effect  of  any  alle- 
viating circumstances,  and  to  ren- 
der them  totally  enraged  and  dtf- 
perate,  the  com  million,  fuch  as  it 
was,  and  the  Csmmiffioners,  were 
detained  for  feveral  months,  until 
the  whole  fyftem  of  irritation  and 
punilhment  cf  the  penal  law?,  in- 
cluding (what  they  called)  the  in- 
difcriminate  injustice  and  cruelty 
of  the  Capture  Act,  by  which  tiiey 
were  declared  enemies,  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  law*  and 
their  property  held  out  as  a  com- 
mon fpoil,  had  full  time  and  fcope 
for  their  operation.  Nor  could  any 
fubmifiio.i,  however  general  and 
unconditional,  mitigate  their  cala- 
mities, as  there  were  no  perfons 
upon  the  i. iot,  who  had  authority 
to  receive  it  if  offered,  nor  to  relax 
or  fufpend  the  feverity  of  the  laws 
in  favour  of  th ofe  who  returned  to 
their  duty.  Yet  now  the  nation 
are  to  be  kill  milled,  and  farther 
inflamed,   by  1 

that  equita        .   id  gracious  means 
of  conciliation  had  bc-en  pro 
to   the   Americans,    and    by    them 
rejected  with  the  molt  unparalleled 
fcorn  and  : 

The  pofition  in  the  fpeech,  chat 
no    people    e*.cr  enjoyed   greater 


happinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder* 
government,  than  the  revolted  co-- 
looks,  in  fupport  of  which  their 
improvement  in  arts,  their  number, 
their  wealth,  and  their  ftrength  by 
fea  and  land,  were  brought  in 
proof,  was  faid  to  imply  a-virtua. 
and  molt  juft  cenfure  on  the  conduit 
of  ad  mini  fixation.  Upon  what 
principle  of  wifdom  or  policy  was 
iuch  a  people  forced  into  rebellion  I 
This  power  and  grcatnefs,  which 
competed  a  part  of  our  own,  and 
which  was  not  to  be  equalled  in 
the  hiftory  of  colonization  by  any 
other  people,  owed  its  growth  to 
the  juft  and  equal  fyftem  of  the 
Englifh  laws  and  conftitution,  and 
to  the  bleilings  of  a  miid  and  equi- 
table government.  Why  was  this 
admirable  fyftem  of  wifdom  aud 
equity,  which  produced  fuch  noble, 
nay  wonderful  effects,  departed 
from  ?  The  I" .°ech  holds  out,  that 
the  prefent  meaiures  are  intended 
to  rcitore  the  bleffings  of  law  and 
liberty  to  America.  Why  were 
thofe  bleilings  interrupted  :  Will 
their  being  offered  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  increafe  their  value  ? 
Why  was  the  tair  fabrick  which 
had  been  the  work  of  fu  many 
age-  deftroyed,  in  order  to  re- 
eftabliih  that  by  the  i\vord,  which 
prudence  and  good  government, 
had  already  ieemed  to  fix  fox 
i 

The  amicable  and  pacific  fen- 
timents  attributed  to  other  powers, 
at  the  time  that  all  Europe  waj 
armed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  befpoke 
the  moil  immediate  deiign  or  ap- 
prehenfion  of  hollilitv,  was  equally 
animadverted  or,,  and  reprefe.nted 
as  a  part  of  that  principle  of  de- 
ception and  impofition,  which,  as 
they  affirmed,  run  through  the 
whole.  In  this  inltance,  the  Mi- 
nifter'j 
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nifler's  actions  gave  the  moft  direct 
and    unqualified    contradiction    to 
his  words.     At  the  very  time,  that 
he   was  holding   out  thi 
appearance  of  fecurity  to  parlia- 
ment, the  whole  nation  was  alarm- 
ed   and     thrown     into    confufion, 
and   its  commerce  ruined,    ! 
unexpected  ifnie  of  pref« 
together  with  the  unufual  circa  pi- 
ttances of  ngour  and  violeoce  v.  i'.h 
which  they  were  carried  into  exe- 
cution.    Here  his  conduct  is  open 
and    undifpuifed,    and  removes    at 
once  that  veil  of  deception  v 
involves  his  declarations. 

The  expectation  of  unanimity 
from  the  prefent  fituation  cf  aff 
was  treated  as  a  matter  of  unbe- 
coming levity,  as  well  as  of  dif- 
:t  to  thefe  to  whom  it  was 
directed.  Was  ever  any  thing 
more  truly  ridiculous,  (laid  the 
Opposition)  than  the  calling  for 
unanimity  in  meafures,  becaufe 
thofe  meafures  had  been  uniformly 
productive  of  all  the  mifchiefa 
which  had  been  forefeen  and  pre- 
dicted ?  As  we  have  uniformly 
oppofed,  faid  they,  the  whole 
train  of  theie  destructive  meafures, 
in  explaining  the  motives  of  our 
:t,  we  have  as  contiantly 
ftated  their  natural  con  Sequences, 
whiih  amounted  to  an  exact,  pre- 
diction of  all  thofe  evils  that  have 
er.fued.  No  prophecies  were  ever 
more  accurately  fulfilled.  And 
now,  when  the  empire  is  fevered, 
America  for  ever  loft,  when  dif- 
m  prevails  at  heme,  and  r-iin 
furrounds  us  without,  the  Minilter, 
with  a  degree  of  facetioufnefs  and 
humour,  which  might  obtain  credit 
in  another  place,  and  upon  other 
occasions,  takes  it  for  granted, 
tkat  we  Shall  now  be  unanimou's, 
ie    the    fupport   of   that   ruinous 
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fyftern,  and  the  profecution  of 
thofe  destructive  meafures  which 
have    already   brought  on  all   oar 

It  was  infilled,  that  nothing 
could  fave  this  country,  from  ftill 
more  fatal  cenfequences  than  thofe 
which  it  had  already  experienced, 
but  an  imm  diate  recal  of  the 
.  merica,  a  repeal  of 
all  the  penal  and  obnoxiou  laws 
ft  that  people,  and  a  full  re- 
storation of  their  charters  and 
riehts.  That  thefe  meafures,  ope- 
rating upon  the  established  habits, 
and  upon  the  natural  affection  of 
the  Americans,  might  ftill  prove 
the  means  of  reuniting  the  fevered 
parts  of  the  empire.  But  that  if 
irritation,  a  bit.ernefs  proceeding 
from  the  loffes  they  have  fuitair.ci, 
and  the  cruelties  they  Suffered, 
with  a  relifh  for  the  novel  fweet- 
nefs  of  power  and  command,  and 
a  knowledge  of  their  Strength, 
fhould  operate  fo  fur  en  the  fide  of 
the  Americans,  as  to  render  this 
conlummation  (which  of  all  others 
was  the  molt  devoutly  to  be  wifhed) 
impracticable,  if  fu:h  was  found 
to  be  our  unhappy  Situation,  no- 
thing in  that  cale  was  left  to  be 
done,  upon  any  principle  of  found 
i  and  rit'ht  policy,  but  im- 
mediately to  acknowledge  their 
independence,  ar.d  by  concluding 
a  commercial  and  federal  treaty  of 
union  with  them,  again  to  coiiect 
together  fuch  fmall  part  as  could 
vet  be  retained  of  thofe  glorious 
advantages,  wh:ch  in  the  high 
career  of  cur  pride,  injustice  and 
madnefs,  we  had  fcattered  abroad. 

It  availed  netting  now,  they 
faid,  to  re£e&  upon  what  we 
were,  or  what  we  had  loft  ;  we 
moft  conform  ourfelves  with  pru- 
dence to  our  preient  fituation,  or 

[C]  3  get 
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get  into  a  worfe.  Unwife  con-  of  thofe  two  powers.  Was  this 
daft,  raid  evil  counfels,  generally  then  a  feafon,  with  an  accumulat- 
brought  on  their  own  punifhment.  ing  debt,  a  decreafing  revenue,  an 
We  mult  now  fubmit,  however  exhauilure  of  our  refources,  with 
difagreeable  to  our  feeling,  to  that  divided  councils,  and  a  diftrafted 
chaitifement  which  we  have  too  people  at  the  verge  of  political  de- 
juilly  merited.  The  more  we  fpair,  to  engage  in  fo  arduous  a 
itruggle,  and  the  longer  we  per fi ft  conteft  ?  In  fo  dire  and  calami- 
in  the  obftinacy  of  error,  the  tous  a  fituation,  a  fpeedy  reconci- 
greater  (hall  we  find  the  meafure  liation,  upon  any  terms,  with  the 
of  our  punifhment ;  nor  will  it  in  colonies,  was  the  only  means  left 
a  little  time  be circumfcribed  with-  of  political  falvation.  Grievous 
in  any  rule  of  proportion.  and  painful  though  the  lofs  of 
They  ftrongly  afferted,  that  a  America  would  be,  it  was  not, 
war  with  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bour-  however,  the  uplhot  of  calamity, 
bon,  in  conjunction  with  our  late  The  queflion  of  the  Americans  be- 
friends and  fellow  fubjecls  the  rig  our  friends,  or  being  in  con- 
Americans,  muft  be  the  inevita-  firmed  enmity,  and  in  compact 
ble,  and  not  diftant,  confequence  with  our  natural  enemies,  went  per- 
of  a  perfeverance  in  our  prefent  haps  to  that  of  cur  existence  as  a 
meafures.       Our    ally,    Portugal,  Rate. 

whom  we  were  bound  by  every  tie  Upon  thefe  and  many  other 
to  protect,  was  already  menaced  grounds,  they  reprobated  the  pro- 
with  immediate  danger.  If  we  pofed  addrenes  in  both  houfes, 
even  fubmitted  to  the  degradation  which  they  charged  with  fubferib- 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  of  faeri-  ing  to  the  ill-founded  panegyricks 
ficing  our  ally,  our  faith,  and  our  which  the  Minifters  had  compofed 
intereft,  to  prefent  apprehenfion  of  upon  themfelves  in  the  fpeech,  with 
danger,  that  would  afford  no  per-  involving  the  nation  in  a  continu- 
rnanent  fecurity,  as  the  prefent  ance  of  the  fame  ruinous  meafures 
conduct  of  France  and  Spain,  the  which  had  occafioned  all  its  cala- 
nature  of  their  preparations,  and  mities,  and  with  giving  a  parlia- 
the  fuppoit  which  they  already  af-  mentary  fanction  to  a  number  of 
forded  the  Americans,  fufficien-tly  mifrtprcfcntaiions  and  fallacies, 
fbewed  the  part  which  they  would  calculated  merely  to  amufe,  de- 
take  in  our  unhappy  civil  conten-  ceive,  miflead,  or  inflame  the  peo- 


tion. 

Were  we  now  then  in  a  condi- 
tion, when  we  found  ourfelves  un- 
able, with  all  the  afnitance  wc 
could  derive   from    our   mercenary 


pie.  Whilft  they  contended,  that 
t:'.e  amendments  would  afford  that 
time  and  opportunity  to  parlia- 
ment, which  their  duty,  a  proper 
regard  to  their  own  dignity,  and 


auxiliaries,  only  to  reduce  our  own  the  alarming  ftateof  public  affairs, 

revolted  fubjecls,   to  encounter  the  all  equally  demanded,   for  enquir- 

whoie  force  of  the  Houfe  of.Bour-  ing  diligently  into  the  fiate  of  the 

bon,   united  with  that  of  the  Ame-  nation,   tracing  the  fources  of  our 

ricansr      Cur  national  deience    by  prefent  calamities,  and  for  confider- 

fea  and  land  lay  now  in  America,  ing  and  devifing  r.ll  poilible  means 

and  in  a  great  meafure  at  the  mercy  o£  averting  the   innumerable  dan- 
gers 
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gcrs    with    which    we    were    fur- 
rounded. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  fpeech 
was  defended  in  all  its  pares  ;  its 
veracity,  prudence,  juftice,  and 
magnanimity,  being  equally  fup- 
ported  and  applauded.  It 
affirmed  to  be  replete  with  the 
fLongeii:  mrks  of  found  policy  and 
royal  wifdom,  as  well  a»  with  in- 
dubitable proofs  of  the  greateft  pa- 
ternal regard  and  teadernef 
the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  free- 
dom, of  all  the  fubjects  of  this 
empire,  however  remote  or  fepa- 
rared.  The  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs  was  oppofed,  as  bringing 
matters  forward,  which,  for  the 
prefent,  formed  no  part  of  tfa 
fmefs  before  parliament.  If  Mi- 
nifters  had  neglected  their  duty  ; 
if  they  fuffered  themfelvea  to  be 
derived  ;  or  if  they  mifled  parlia- 
ment ;  thefe,  or  any  of  them, 
might  be  proper  objects  of  enqui- 
ry at  a  fuitable  and  convei 
feafon.  But  this  was  neither  the 
time,  nor  could  thole  matters  be 
the  proper  fubj  e   prefent 

addrefs.  The  only  queftion  now 
before  them,  that  was  worthy  of 
debate,  was  very  fimple  in  its  na- 
ture, co.T.pri/.able  in  a  fnaall  com- 
pafs,  and  eanly  decided.  It  was 
only,  wnethcr  we  chefe  to  r< 
ail  the  benefits  which  we  derived 
from  our  colonies,  all  thofe  fruits, 
to  which  our  vaft  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treaiure  in  their  n;i. 
and  defence,  gave  us  a  mod 
and  equitable  right,  and  by  truck- 
ling to  the  defiance  and  infult 
hurled  at  us  by  the  Americans,  cut 
off  at  once  the  fources  of  our  power 
and  opulence,  and  iubmit  of  coo- 
fequence  to  a  degradation  from  that 
rank  which  we  new  hold  in  the  po- 
litical fyftejn  of  mankind,  or  whe- 
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ther,     by  a    full    even  ion    of  our 
power,  whilfl  yet    in   ltrength  and 
vigour,  we  prefer ve   all    thofe  ad- 
vantages, affert  our  ancient  <,■ . 
rc-itore  the  fupreme  :iibie 

authority  of  the  Britiih  legifJa  ure, 
and  bring  our  ungrateful  and  rc- 
bellious  fubjecls  to  a  due  fenfe  of 
their  duty  and  dependence. 

Thefe,  laid  they,  are  the  great 
objects  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament.  The  declaration  of 
independency  has  done  away  all 
other  queftiens  on  the  American 
fubjecl.       Tax.,  ,!    right*, 

charters,  and   acls   of  navigation, 
are  now    no    more.     That  whirl- 
pool has  fwallowed  them  all  within 
its  vortex.     It    was   only    through 
the  f.rength  derived  from  her  colo- 
.    that  this   naion  was  enabled 
to  l*>!d    a    rirft   place   among   the 
ft  po  ven  i."  Bur  ipe.     Take 
them  away,  and  ihe  links  into  no- 
Her   very  exigence,   a?  an 
independent   nation,    will    be   at 
ftake.     It  is  only  now   then  to  be 
determined,  whether,    without  an 
effort,  we  (hall  fubmit  inglorioufly 
to  inevitable  ruin,  or  whether,   by 
a  vigorous  exertion,  we  retain  cur 
power  and  iplendor. 
It   was  not,   I  ,   doubted, 

pendently  of  mo- 
tives cf in  -  ;  the  un- 
lelcd  bafenefs  and  in 

ith  the  daring 

icV,  would 

in   fuch  a 

man.ne:,   that  it  would  take  ipeedy 

and    effectual    meafures  for    their 

chaftil  But,   notwithftand- 

ing  that  the  atrocibufnefs  pf  their 

crimes    would    nearly   juftify    any 

feverity  of  punishment*   it  was  i:iil 

I,  that    when    brought  to    a 

proper    knowledge   of    their   duty 

and     condition,     they     fliould     be 

[C]  4  treated 
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treated  with  lenity  ;  far  from  the  cefs  which  had  already  attended 
infinoation  held  cut  in  the  our  arms  in  America,  afforded  fnf- 
amendment,  of  reducing  them  to  ficientroom  tor  the  ftrdngeft  hopes, 
a  fervile  or  ahjeel  fubmiftion.  that    the    troubles  there  would    be 

Some   of  the  young  Lords  were     fpeedily    terminated.      That   they 
fevere     upon    the    factious     fpirit     would  probably  prove  a   fource  of 
which    prevailed  here,  as    well  as     happinefs  on  all  fides,  as  they  would 
in  America;  attributing  it  to  the     afford  an  opportunity  for  fixing  the 
former,    that  the   latter   had   been     government    of  the    colonics  on  a 
brought  into  a<ftion.      And  it  was     permanent    bafts',   nrid   finally    fet- 
infilled,   that  as  the  oppofition  had     tlihg  all  rhofe  qnellions  which  had 
hitherto    avowedly    termed    their     hitherto  been  the  caufe  of  debate. 
conduct,    upon    an   opinion,    that     That  nothing  was  wanting  t<>  bring 
the  Americans  had  never  defigned,     affairs  to  this  wifhed'-for  crifis,  but 
or  even   aimed    at    independency,     unanimity  here,  and  vigour  in  Ame- 
rind had  reprobated   every   idea  of    rica.     That  the  enfuingcampa 
that    nature,   with    an    abhorrence     fuppofing     every     obliacle     which 
equal  to  that  ftiewn  on  "heir  fide,     could  take  place,  would  undoubt- 
they   were  now  bound,  in  confer-     edly    be     conelufive    in   iis    eflect. 
mity    with    their  own    words    and     And  that  in  this  ftate  of  things  it 
principles,     to   fupport,  with    the     could  not    be   conceived,   how  any 
utmqftvighur,  thofe  measures  which     friend  to  the  ir.terefts  of  this  coun- 
were  neceffary  for  their  reduction,     try,    could    wilh     to    weaken   the 
That  this  was  the  ground  of  una-     hands  of  government,  or   hefirate 
nimity    held  out    in     the    fpeech,     a   moment  in    agreeing  to  the  ad- 
and  which  had  been   treated  with     drefs,  when  the  meafures  to  which 
iuch  ridicule  and  afperity,   though     it  was  intended  to  give  a  fanction, 
no  concluiion  could  be  fairer  drawn,     were  the   only   means  to   fave  the 
whilit  it  was    fuppofed  they  act- d     grit  it'll    empire  from    certain  ruin 
upon  any  line  of  confirtency.   That     and  destruction. 
their  unanimity  now  in  fupport  of        The  appearances  of  danger  from 
government,  was  the  fmallelf.    re-     foreign  powers,  were  in   part  de- 
paration  which  they  could  make  to     nied  ;   in    part   palliated.     It   v.  as 
the    nation,    for   the    countenance     faid,   that  the   ftrorrgeft  affurances 
they  had  unhappily  given,   and  the     of  amity  continued   to  be  received 
fhare  they  coniequemly  held  in  fo-     from  France  ;  that  the  differences 
men  ting    the  prefent  difturbances.     between  Spain  and  Portugal   were 
And  that  it  was  to  be  hoped,   they     likely    to    be  accommodated  ;   and 
would  now,  by  candidly  confeffing     that    our   arming,    induced    other 
their    error,     convince    the    world     powers  aifo  to  arm.  from  motives 
they  were  only  miltaken,  and  not     merely  of  prudence  and   caution. 
intentionally  wrong.  They  alio  recurred  to  the  old  doc- 

The  ideas  of  defpondency,  which  trine,  that  it  beir.g  directly  con- 
were  heid  out  on  the  other  lide,  trary  to  the  ifttereft,  it  could  not 
were  faid  to  be  as  chimerical,  as  the  be  fuppofed  confonant  to  the  delire 
alarming  reprefentation  of  public  ofFranceor  Spain,  that  any  power- 
atfairs,  to  which  they  belonged,  ful  independent  flate  fhould  be 
was  unfounded.  The  happy  fuc-  citabliihed  in  America.  Such  an 
0  fcveat 
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event  mud  interfere  wi:h  their 
commercial  interests  in  both  worlds ; 
the  idea  ot  independence  might  be- 
come contagious,  and  fpread  to 
their  own  colunies ;  end  they  might 
be  immediately  endangered  by  the 
power  and  ambition  of  a  new  and 
rifing  Mate.  If  any  finifter  defigns 
were,  however,  lurking,  they  had 
not  efcaped,  they  faid,  the  pene- 
trating eyes  of  our  Minifters,  «  ho, 
bv  their  prefent  fpirited  prepara- 
tion, haJ.  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any" infidious  rival,  or  enemy,  to 
take  us  by  fur  prize,  or  to  convert 
the  (ituation  oi  our  affairs  to 
ad  van  to;  e.  A  conduct  replete 
fuch  wildom,  that  it  merited  the 
warmed  approbation,  in  Head  of 
captious  enquiries,  and  a  di 
tion  to  craw  unfavourable  concln- 
fions. 

The  Minifter  took  fome  pains 
in  the  I-Ioufe  of  Commons,  to  re- 
concile the  apparent  contradiction 
which  had  been  alledged,  between 
the  afTurances  of  amity  held  out  in 
thefpeech,  and  the  prefent  fudden 
armament.  He  avowed  the  paf- 
and  the  meafure  by  acknow- 
ledging his  advice  to  both  ;  and 
afferted,  that  the  one  was  llrictly 
true,  and  both  perfectly  confident. 
It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  rely 
fo  far  upon  any  affurances,  as  to  be 
off  our  guard  ;  and  as  other  powers 
were  arming,  it  was  determined 
we  fhould  be  prepared  for  all 
events. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  warfare  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  The  num- 
bers in  favour  of  miniitry  conti- 
nued nearly  as  ufual  ;  but  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  de- 
hate  on  their  fide  vifibly  flackened. 
The  addrefles  were  not  defended 
with   the  accuflomed  animation  in 


either  houfe.  The  great  and  a!- 
moif.  uniform  fucceffes  of  the  cam- 
paign, having  produced  no  effect 
whatever  towards  a  pacification, 
had  fomewhat  damped  the  expec- 
tations which  had  been  generally 
formed  from  a  fyftem  of  coercion. 
The  armament  in  our  ports  an- 
nounced more  apprchcnfions  from 
foreign  powers,  than  were  removed 
by  the  declarations,  or  the  argu- 
ments, of  the  Minilters  on  the  fub- 
ject.  A  great  and  growing  ex- 
pence  was  forefeen.  It  was  ad- 
mitted, that  the  reduction  of  Ame- 
rica was  no  longer  to  be  confidered 
as  the  work  of  a  campaign. 

On  the  other  har.u,  though  the 
advantages  obtained  in  America 
had  not  produced  all  the  effect  that 
was  expected  by  ianguine  expec- 
tants, yet  it  appeared  abfurd  to 
defert  the  purfuit  of  a  gre.it  object 
in  the  very  midit  of  victory,  be- 
I aration  of  indepen- 
dency feemed  a  great  bar  to  accom- 
modation. Without  doors,  it  pro- 
duced the  full  effect  propofed  by 
the  fpeech,  by  adding  greatly  to 
the  alienation  of  the  people  at  large 
from  the  Americans,  their  caule, 
and  their  pretenfions.  Miniltry 
certcinly  derived  from  thence  no 
fmall  degree  of  ftrength  through- 
out the  nation. 

The  queition  upon  the  amend- 
ment being  put  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  242,  to  87,  be- 
ing aimoil  three  to  one.  The 
main  queition  being  then  brought 
forward,  the  original  addrefs  was 
carried  in  nearly  the  fame  propor- 
tion, the  numbers  being  232,  to 
83. 

The  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  was,  as    ufual,  Hill  greater, 

the 
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the  amendment  being  rejected  by  propofed  amendment  was  entered 

91  Lords,   including  nine  proxies,  at   full    length   as    a   proteft,  and 

to  26  Lords  only,  who  fupported  figned  by  fourteen  Peers, 
the  motion  upon  a  divifion.     The 


CHAP.     III. 

Debates  upon  a  proclamation  iffued  in  America  by  the  Commijfi oners.  Motion 
for  a  revifal  of  the  American  la-~^s  by  Lord  "John  Ca-vendijh.  Motion  re- 
jected by  a  great  majority.  Seccffion.  Arguments  urged  for  and  againji 
the  propriety  of  a  partial  fecejfon.  45,000  jeamen  -voted.  Debate  en 
naval  affairs.      Supplies  for  the  naval  and  the  land fer-vice.      Recefs. 


N  a  few  days  after  the  preferr- 
ing of  the  addreifes,  a -declara- 
tion from  Lord  H,owe  and  his  bro- 
ther, which  had  been  iflued  in 
America  focn  after  the  taking  of 
New  York,  addreffed  to  the  people 
at  large  of  that  continent,  and  cal- 
culated to  induce  fepr.rate  bodies  of 
them,  independently  of  the  Ccn- 
grefs,  to  negociate  with  the  Com- 
miffioners  upon  terms  of  concilia- 
tion, made  its  firft  appearance  here 
in  one  of  the  common  papers  of  the 
morning.  It  was  remarked,  that 
although  the  ufual  Gazette  had 
been  publifhed  the  evening  before, 
and  an  extraordinary  one,  giving 
an  account  of  the  taking  of  New 
York,  on  the  preceding  day,  nei- 
ther of  thefe  had  taken  any  notice 
of  this  public  inftrument. 

In  this  proclamation  the  Com- 
miffioners  acquaint  the  Americans, 
with  his  Majefty's  being  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  direct  a  revihon  of  fucli 
of  his  royal  initru&ions,  as  may  be 
conftrued  to  lay  an  improper  re- 
flraint  upon  the  freedom  of  legi- 
flation  in  any  of  his  colonies,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  luch 
acts,  by  which  his  fubjedts  there 
may  think    themfelves    aggrieved. 

Nov   6th      This      piece      being 
'  brought  into  the  houfe 


by  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  he  feem- 
ed  to  confider  it  as  a  news-paper 
forgery,  and,  in  thar  ii^ht,  a  molt 
daring  impofition  upon  the  public  ; 
fuppoling,  that  if  it  had  been  au- 
thentic, its  fir  it  public  appearance 
mult  have  been  either  on  their 
own  journals  or  in  the  Gazette. 
He  therefore  called  upon  the  Mi- 
nifters,  to  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  paper. 

The  Miniiters  acknowledged 
that  fuch  a  proclamation  had  been 
published,  and  that  they  did  not 
doubt  but  the  paper  now  read  was 
a  true  copy  of  it.  The  noble  pro- 
pofer  expreffed  his  aftonifhrnent 
both  at  the  contents  of  the  declara- 
tion, and  the  accidental  manner 
in  which  a  matter  of  that  moment 
and  nature  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Houfe.  He  obferved,  that 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Ameri- 
can bufinefs,  the  Minifters  had 
treated  parliament  with  a  degree 
of  indignity,  and  marks  of  con- 
tempt, which  were  not  only  before 
unknown,  but  which  no  credulity 
could  have  believed  pofiible,  whilfl: 
the  fihadow  or  name  of  the  conlti- 
tution  remained,  and  the  relative 
fituation  of  Minifters  in  this  coun- 
try was  remembered.  They  were, 
he  faid,   in  every  inftance  treated 

merely 
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merely  as  cyphers,  excepting  when 
they  were  uied  as   the  inftruments 
in  Tome  odious  work.     When 
name  was  wanted   in    fjch    cafes, 
thev  were  called  on,  by  way  of  re- 

on,   to  give  a  fan £1  ion  to  a£ts 
which  rendered  them  abhorred  by 
their  fellow- iu 
of  the  empire.      When  thefe  mea- 

.  chrough  their  own  0110;. 
failed  in  the  executi  i:um 

was  left  to  reft  upon  the   head   of 
parliament,  whiht  the  ci 
its  mi  affuming  a  modera- 

tion and  lenity,  whicn  they  find 
neceflary,    ».  hen    experi 

:  them    the  impracl 
and,   perhaps,  danger,  of  the  de- 
fi^n,   become  all  at  once  the  ■ 
fible  mediator:  . 

the    people,    undertaking    & 
(train  their  vie 

their  injuftice,  and  thus  obtain  the 
merit  of  w;ia:  ee  of  grace 

it  is  then  found  proper  to  mete  cut, 
holding  them  Hill  in  the  (insular 
fituation  of  being  reprobated  for 
all  unpopular  acls,  and  being  nei- 
ther thanked  or  confidercd  for  thofc 
which  are  kind  or  favourable. 

Thus,  in  the   prefer.:   i&ftance, 
CommifTior.ers  are  fent  out  with  an 
intention  of  carrying  a  cert.tin  act 
into  execution,  armed 
at  the  fame  ti;         .  n  par- 

liamentary powers  for  reftoring 
peace  ;  thefe  powers,  having  been 
narrowed  to  the  Minifter's  tafte, 
extend  no  farther  than  to  the  re- 
ceivirg  of  fubmiffions,  and  the 
granting  parcrbns.  Thefe,  as 
might  well  be  expected,  are  found 
utterly  ineffective.  When,  lo  ! 
to  their  aftoni'.bment,  as  well  as 
that  of  all  others,  parliament  dif- 
cover,  by  chance,  through  the 
medium  of  a  common  news-i 
that  ihey  zre  to  undertake  a  revi- 


fion  of  all  thofe  laws  of  their  own 
making,  by  which  they  had  ag- 
grieved the  Americans. 

Yet.  however  diugreeable  this 
treatment  was  to  himfelf,  and  mull 
be   to    every   per  Ion  who  regarded 

who 

1  n  could 

• 

:ure 

in  due  p(  . 

balar. 

i  t  h  - 

(landing,  h< 

•n,  what- 
ever « 

ihat    led  c    an 

event.      The    .  t    of    re- 

nd unity  to  this  di- 
ed err.  pin  ,  red  i  -  !ar 
•  confi- 
.  ot  only  .. 

it  ac- 
counr,    be*    even    fuch    matters  of 
jld   upon    any 
other  call  all    his  p 

into  action. 

Without  any  further  obfervation 
then   on    .  nts  entered 

into   by  t 

- 
fary  to  embrac 

ippy  a 
difpoii  them  all 

poflible  weight    and  ;    to- 

wards carrying  it  i 

,ing  the  prefent  troables  to  a 
fpeedy     and     I  ,:ion. 

The  fanftion  of  parliament,  he 
to  their  propr-iitions,  was  abr 
folutely  neceffary  for  this  parpofe. 
For  the  Minifters  themfelves  were 
not  lefs  convinced  than  every  other 
perfon,  that  they  could  not 
out  any    propoials  l  '. meri- 

cans,  however  equitable  in  appear- 
3  a»ce, 
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once,  or  even  candid  in  fact,  which 
the  latter  would  not  fufpedl  of  co- 
vering i'ome  treachery,  and  of  be- 
icg  nifidioufiy  intended,  by  de- 
ceiving or  dividing  them,  to  de- 
prive them  by  circumvention  and 
fraud  of  thofe  liberties,  which  they 
found  force  inefficient  to  deftroy. 
In  fuch  circumitances  of  diitrulr, 
all  attempts  at  negociation  mult  be 
fruklefs.  The  fan&ion  of  parlia- 
ment will  then  come  in  happily  to 
afford  that  confidence,  without 
which  no  tsea'.y  can  ever  produce 
an  amicable  conclufion ;  fo  that 
if  the  Miniiters  are  really  ferious 
and  honett  in  their  propofals,  and 
are  not  playing  that  part  which 
the  Americans  always  charge  and 
fufpect  them  with,  they  will,  in- 
tfead  of  oppofing,  chesrfully  accept 
cf  that  aid  and  fupport,  which  can 
alone  give  effect  to  this  rr.cafure. 

On  thefe  grounds  his  Lordfhip 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  ihould  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to 
consider  of  therevifal  of  all  acts  of 
parliament,  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's fubjects  in  America  think 
themfelves  aggrieved. 

The  Minifters  denied,  that  there 
was  any  thing  novel,  any  thing 
that  bore  the  appearance  of  lead- 
ing, or  that  carried  any  defign  of 
dictating  to  parliament,  in  the  pro- 
raifc  held  out  by  the  CommiCion- 
ers.  On  the  contrary,  as  it  was 
founded  on  the  great  principle 
which  had  pervaded  the  conduct  of 
adminiltration  from  the  beginning, 
fo  it  was  the  language  ct  parlia- 
ment at  the  very  outlet.  The 
great  object  cf  both,  was  the  re  ju- 
ration of  peace  in  America.  The 
addrefs  of  both  Houfesin  February 
1775,  the  bills  which  followed  that 
addrefs,  the  act  of  parliament  un- 
der which  the  Commillioncrs  acted, 


and  their  declaration,  which  is  nov 
held  up  as  an  object  of  offence,  all 
tended  to  the  fame  point.  The 
parliament  had  delegated  the  au- 
thority now  exercifed,  fpeciiically 
in  the  aft,  and  generally  by  the 
addrefs.  The  leading  object  of  ihe 
addrefs,  was  a  recommendation  to 
his  Majeity  to  hear  and  enquire  in- 
to grievances,  to  tranfmit  an  ac- 
count of  them  home,  and  to  en- 
gage, en  the  part  of  the  legilla- 
ture,  that  where  grievances  really 
exifted,  they  fhould  be  redrefled. 
The  proclamation  goes  no  farther. 
Even  without  thele  fanctions,  the 
King,  as  the  head  and  mouth, 
both  of  the  nation  and  legiflature, 
would  have  been  warranted  in  fuch 
an  engagement,  as  a  motive  of 
encouragement,  and  ground  of  re- 
conciliation. Should  it  be  laid, 
that  no  redrefs  of  grievances  would 
be  afforded  ?  or  that  the  King 
could  not  venture  to  engage  for  the 
other  parts  of  the  legiflature  in  an 
act  of  juitice,  left  it  fhouid  be  con- 
ftrued  into  a  violation  of  their 
rights  ? 

The  charges  againfl:  the  Mini- 
fters of  endeavouring  to  keep  this 
tranfaftion  fecrct,  and  of  hiding 
their  conduct  from  the  knowledge 
and  inflection  of  parliament,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  groimdlek. 
Could  any  intended  or  poilible  pri- 
vacy bz  Inppofed,  with  refpeel  to 
a  public  proclamation,  which  was 
polled  for  theinlpcclion  of  all  man- 
kind upon  the  walls  and  houfes  of 
New  York  ?  The  idea  was  ab- 
furd.  The  Minifters  did  not  in- 
deed think  it  of  fu.'iicient  moment 
to  be  laid  before  parliament.  It 
was  as  yet  no  treaty  nor  part  of  a 
treaty,  it  was  barely  a  preliminary 
which  might  polhbly  lead  to  one. 
Had  a  negociation  been  even  com- 
menced, 


HISTORY    OF     EUROPE. 


Us 


rhenced,  it  would  have  been  equally 
abiurd  and  improper  to  communi- 
cate it  to  parliament  during  it?  pro- 
_ ended  at 
fome  pom:,  upon  which  the  inter- 
vention ot  parliament  became  ne- 
ry.  Thus  the  oegociation  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  and  M.  de  Buffy 
was  not  published  uurirg  its  pen- 
dency. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
many  grounds.  Jt  was  fa:d,  that 
it  would  discredit  the  Commiffion- 
anil  throw  unexpected  diihcul- 
ties  in  the  way  ci  a  ne<?ociation, 
which  was  probably  already  begun, 
and  perhaps  considerably  advanced. 
It  was  now  in  thrrir  bands,  in  the 
common,  natural,  and  regular 
courle  of  bufinefs  ;  why  then  undo 
whatever  lias  been  done,  and  dif- 
grace  the  Com  million.,  r-,  by  tak- 
ing it  from  them,  without  fomc 
furhcient  motive  ?  It  it  fhould  be 
faid,  that  the  motion  would  not 
dctradt  from  the  powers  of  the 
ComrniiTiofiers,  buf,  on  the  con- 
,  increafe  them  ;  though  the 
afiertion  is  not  admitted,  yet  other 
objections  equally  conclufi.ve  would 
lie  againlt  the  meaiure  even  upon 
that  ground.  By  giving  them  the 
fan&ion  propofrd  by  the  motion, 
it  would  evidently  appear,  that 
they  were  not  before  aimed  with 
parliamentary  powers  fc.j'!c  e  t  to 
fulfil  the  profelTed  objects  or  their 
commiiTion  ;  a  circumitance  which 
muit  naturally  excite  the  je 
or  the  Americans,  and  nil  them 
with  the  molt  alarmi.ig  doubts,  as 
to  their  real  views,  and  the  true 
object  of  their  minion.  Bei'uies, 
why  fhould  parliament  run  before 
the  Commiflioners  in  their  con- 
cefiions  ?  Who  knows  but  that 
the  Americans  would  be  f.tisfied 
with  far  lefs  than  wc  fhould  here 


accord  to  them  ?  By  this  prema- 
ture bounty,  we  miyht  defeat  the 
endeavours  of  the  Lommifhoners  to 
obtain  the  molt  advantageous  term 
for  the  crown,  the  parliament,  and 
the  trading  interest  of  this  king- 
dom. 

That  to  revile  or  repeal  law, 
under  the  idta  of  redrclling  the 
grievances    oi    a    pr  j    co- 

tally  denied  the  authority  of  thole 
ind  v.  h.i  conleijucntiy  could 
not  be  aggrieved  by  them,  would 
be  an  ahiurditv  of  io  fuperlative  a 
degrL.  ,j  not   fail   exciting 

the    ridicule    of    mankind. 
Americans    have    declared     them- 
selves independent  ;    what  avails  it 
1. berate  upon  the  concelfions, 
which   v.e  ate  willing,  or  it  is  fit- 
tor  us  to  make,  until  we  know 
ber  any  concefEon  will   bring 
them   back  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  authority  ?  admit 

of  their  independency,  by  treat- 
ing with  them  r.3  (bverej 

c  fubjectourfelves  to  their 
contempt   and    derifion,    by  deba- 
upon  the  degree  of  authority 
h  we  (hall  exercife  over  thofe, 
who   totally   deny    our    right   and 
•r  to  exercife  any  ? 
Jn  a  word,   laid  they,   the  quef- 
tion    of    independency    muit    tint 
be  fettled  as  a  preliminary,   before 
any   treaty  can  be  entered  into,   or 
nry   conceffion   made.      Let   them 
that    up,     and   acknowledge 
our  legislative  authority,  and  then 
we   ill  all  willingly,   and  with   pro- 
priety, form  legiflative  regulations 
for  their    future  safe   and    govern- 
ment.     Rut  wbilft    they    perfiil   in 
their  claim  of   independency,   and 
hurl    defiance    at   us    as    fovereign 
ftates^  no  treaty  can  be  thought  of, 
and  concefiions  wcuid   be  as  futile, 
as  ridiculous  and  difag/acefar.  Up- 
on 
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on   the  whole   it  was    finally    de-  given   previous  to   any  treaty,  ei* 

clared,  that  until  the  fpint  of  in-  ther  in  progrefs,   or  even  in  com- 

dependency     was    efiecuially    fab-  mencement  ;   and  the  rcfufal  to  do 

duerl,     it  would    be  idle    to  enter  what  was  fo  promifcd,  would,  in- 

upon    any     revisions,     or    to   pafs  (lead  of   forwarding,   prevent   any 

any  refoluticns,  as  means  cf  ccnci-  trar.frftion    cf    the  kind.      They 

liauon  ;  and  that  the  fword  mult  be  laughed  at  the  idea,  of  the  Ame- 

firit  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ricans    being  fatisfied   with   afking 

governing  part  of  America,   before  lets    than  we    ihould    voluntarily 

that  purpofe  could    be  accomplifii-  grant,  and  the  danger  of  our  out- 

ed.    That  the  Congrefs  did  no:  at  do:ng   their  demands  by  cur  con- 

prefent  oovern  America.;  but  held  ceilions.     They  faid  it  was  an  evi- 

it   enthralled  under  the  moil  cruel  cent   mockery.     Tne   crown    had 

tyranny.       That    from     our    late  promifed     in     this     proclamation 

fucceffes,  and    the    difference    be-  iomething  which  without    parlia- 


tween  the  troops  which  compofed 
the  armies  on  either  fide,  there 
was  little  room  to  doubt,  that 
this  arbitrary  power  would  foon 
be  diilolved,  when  the  great  body 
of  the  pcc,p:e,  finding  cheriifelves 
emancipated  from    the  cruel    yoke 


ment  it  could  not  perform. 

They  infilled,  that  neither  the 
addrefs  cf  1775,  nor  any  of  the 
documents  mentioned,  came  in 
any  degree  up  to  the  matter  in 
queftion.  They  extended  no  far- 
ther   than     to    the     receiving     of 


of   their  leadens,     and   the    charm  complaints    of     grievances,      and 

by  which    they   had    been    blind-  referring  them    to    the   confidera- 

foided   and   milled,   being   now  at  tion   of  parliament,   that  it  might 

an    end,   they  will    retain  to  their  judge  of  their  validity,   and    pre- 

duty   with    as    much    rapidity,    as  iciibe  a  remedy  if  necefi'ary.      But 

they    had    before   entered  into  the  the  promife  in  the  declaration,   if 

revolt.      Then    will  be    the   time  not  a  piece  of  hypocrify  held  out 

to  think  cf  legislative   regulations  merely  to  deceive  and  trepan  the 

for   their  future  government,  and  Americans,  can  mean  nothing  lefs, 

to     talk    of  lenity,     forbearance,  than  an  engagement  on   the   fide 

and  even   conceihon  ;  at    preieht,  oi    the  crown   for  the    future  con- 

ihch  ideas  and   fuch   language  are  duct  of  parliament.     Nay  it  goes 

fruitier,  if   not  worfe.  farther,     it    engages    that   parlia- 

The  explanations   given   to   re-  ment  (hall    adt    directly    contrary 

concile    the    declaration     of     the  to  its   own    opinion,    fentiments, 

Cornmiflioners  with   the    rights  of  and    conduct,    in    a    matter,     on 

parliament,    and    the  refpect   due  which  it    has    repeatedly  declared 

ft)  that    bedv,  were   by  no   means  and   confirmed  them  ;  for    as    the 

iatiifactory    to     the     other     fide,  crown    cannot    pofiibly  have   any 

They     fir!t     denied    the    fa£t    on  fh2re  in  the  revifal  of  law?,  though 

which  the   arguments  of  miniflry  it  has    on   their   being    pafTed    or 

were  founded  ;   namely   "  that  the  repealed,     the    engagement     can 

*<  promife   of    concurring    in   the  mean     nothing  elfe  than    the    re- 

•«  revifal  of  laws  was  a  matter  of  peal  of  thofe  ac~ls,  though  all   the 

"  negociation/'      It  was  a  power  world  knows,  that  the  houfe  has 

ton* 
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constantly   rejected  every  ov 
of  chat   nature,    with  the    higheft 
.ail  determined  per- 
fe  verance. 

Nor  was  the  flight  and  con- 
tempt fliewn  to  parliament  lefs  in 
any  part  of  the  American  bufi- 
nefs.  Though  they  granted  the 
moft  unbounded  fu; 
account  or  enquiry,  end  lai 
their    coniiituencs    money    with    a 

.ion   unknown    in  any    1 
period,  yet    u 

in  the  dark  in  all  matters  necefiary 
tor  their  knowledge,  and  only  11 
at  certain    times    fo    much    I 
as  was   lufiicient  to    mi  Head    them 
for  fome  particu'.ir  pur} 
nothing    is    to  be  heard  from    mi- 
nisters within   tiiefc  walls,   but  the 
heroic   language    of    fo! 
unconditional     fubmiflion,     ;. 

if  conqued.  is    to 

be  luo.uu^d  ;     char:  :>    be 

modified  or  an  miniated  at  piea- 
lure  ;  and  an  effective  revenue  is 
to  be  obtained,  furheient  to  ren- 
der our  own  burthens  quite  1 
Whilir.  parliament  is  'bus  amufed, 
and  thefc  doctrines  fecure  an  ir- 
refiitible  party,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  people  on  this  fide  of  the 
water,  the  moft  moderate  mea- 
fures  and  fafcinating  promiie s  .ire 
held  out  by  the  lame  ministers 
on  the  other  fide,  and  nothing  is 
to  be  heard  in  America,  but  peace, 
conciliation,  and  parental  t< 
nefs.  If  a  Stragling  fa£t  hr.ds  its 
way  into  the  houfe  by  the  aid  of 
a  news-paper,  we  are  at  one  time 
told  that  its  notoriety  rendered  a 
communication  of  it  unneceliary, 
as  by  only  ftepping  to  New  York, 
any  body  might  have  read  it 
there  upon  the  walls  of  the  burn- 
ing houfes  j  and  at  another,  we 
are  gravely  informed,  that  as  Mr. 


Pitt   did    not   commiinic::.*e    fome 
private   cnnverlatien    which  pafud 
between   him   and  M.    de    ; 
it  would  not   be  fitting  to    intiutl 
parliament    wil      I  .rets   con- 

tained in  a  public  proclamation. 

But  nothing  was  i'o  totally  re- 
probated by  opposition,  or  gave 
rife  to  fo  much  afperity  in  the. 
debate,  as  the  dcctrir.e  of  enter- 
ing in::)  no  treaty  or  negociation 
with  the  Americans,  rati]  they 
had  refeinded  the  eeclaration  of 
indepeiuiency.  This  was,  they 
laid,  a  doctrine  founded  in  cruel- 
ty, and  crying  out  for  blood.  It 
was  telling  them  in  e::prels  terms, 
that  they  mult  either  furrendcr 
their  arms,  all  the  rights  of  free- 
men, ivcrv 
whic!  proper  to 
impoi  s  uncondi- 
m  could  mean  no- 
they  muit  prepare 
-ure  the  utmoit  extremities  of 
war,  and  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
.  ,.01. 

They  aflicd  upon  what  prece- 
dent this  horrid  doftrine  u.u 
founded.  Philip  the  lid  of  Spain, 
^ as,  in  his  day,  confldered  as 
the  molt  gloomy,  cruel,  and  de- 
fpotic  tyrant  in  Christendom, 
when  he  was  in  the  fame  circum- 
stances with  the  Netherlander, 
whom  he  had  alfo  forced  to  a 
declaration  of  independencv,  ac- 
commodated, notwithstanding,  the 
extravagance  of  hie  pride,  and 
the  bitternefs  of  his  reSentment, 
to  a  wif'er,  as  well  as  more  hu- 
mane policy.  He  condescended 
to  treat  with  thofe  daring  rebels, 
who  by  declaring  them  Selves  So- 
vereign and  independent,  had 
thrown  off  all  allegiance  to  him  ; 
he,  by  public  edift,  admitted 
their  Chips  to  enter  h:s  ports,  and 

to 
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to  depart  in  fafety  ;  he  made  pro- 
pofals  to  thefe  new  ftates  ;  and 
he  finally  and  positively  declar- 
ed, that  he  would  redrefs  all  their 
grievances.  Our  own  hiftones, 
as  well  as  thole  of  other  nations, 
both  antient  and  modern,  abound 
with  fuch  instances.  What  code 
of  hiftory  or  policy,  then,  have 
our  min-fters  made  the  rule  of 
their  prefent  conduct  ? 

But,  they  faid,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  been  fyftematically 
and  defignedly  driven  to  the  pre- 
fent extremity.  All  rhe  meaiures 
purfued  for  a  fuccefiion  of  years, 
tended  uniformly  to  that  point. 
And  finally,  the  commiiUon  for 
peace  was  kept  back  for  (even 
months,  until  all  poiTibility  of  its 
producing  any  effect  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  Americans,  as  had 
been  well  forefeen,  were  driven 
to  their  laft  refource  of  inde- 
pendency. All  the  bloodlhed  and 
devaftation  that  has  fince  taken, 
and  that  will  hereafter  take  place, 
it  was  faid,  would  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  authors  of  that  de- 
lay. This  it  was  that  laid  the 
noble  city  of  New  York  in  afhej, 
that  covered  the  plains  with  daugh- 
ter and  defolation,  and  iteeped 
the  bayonets  of  foreign  mercena- 
ries in  Britilh  blood. 

And  now  having  fucceeded  in 
urging  them  to  defperation,  to 
the  uttermoll  degree  of  refinance, 
and  to  the  laft  refort  of  inde- 
pendency, they  bring  thefe  in- 
evitable confequences  of  their  own 
raeafures,  as  arguments  to  prove, 
that  nothing  but  force,  the  vio- 
lence of  armies,  and  the  extre- 
mities of  war,  can  bring  them 
to  a  reafonable  and  proper  way 
of  thinking  and  ailing  ;  that  the 
fword  is  the  only   mode  of  reafon- 


ing  with  Americans  ;  cor.qucft 
the  only  means  of  rendering  them 
free  ar.d  happy  ;  and  Heffi'ana 
and  Highlanders  the  moft  flcilfal 
logicians,  for  enlightening  their 
minds,  and  convincing  their  un- 
demanding. 

Upon  the  whole  they  conclud- 
ed, that  if  the  houfe  refufed  to 
concur  in  the  propofed  motion, 
it  would  afford  a  foil  conviction 
to  the  Americans,  that  the  prn- 
pofals  held  out  by  the  Commif- 
iioners  were  indeed  infidious  and 
treacherous  ;  that  no  reliance 
could  for  the  future  be  placed, 
nor  conditions  of  any  fort  fafely 
entered  into  with  government,  as 
the  latent  pretence  of  a  parlia- 
mentary negative,  would  always 
afford  a  fancticn  to  the  moft 
jhameful  breach  of  contract  and 
faith  ;  and  that  all  the  world 
would  thereby  fee  with  horror, 
that  the  different  parts  of  the 
Britifh  government,  had  united 
in  an  odious  confederacy,  for  the 
deteftable  purpofes  of  destroying 
and  exterminating,  inftead  of  go- 
verning  their  colonies. 

The   queition    being    at    length 
put,  was  rejected  upon   a  d:-. 
by   a  majority  of  joq,  to  47  only 
who  fupported  the  notion. 

From  this  time  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  minority,  particularly 
of  the  Rockingham  party,  be- 
gan to  relax  in  their  attendance 
upon  parliament  in  either  houfe; 
or  rather  to  withdraw  themfelves 
wholly  and  avowedly  upon  all 
queftions  which  related  to  Ame- 
rica, and  onlv  to  attend  upon 
fuch  matters  of  private  bills  Off 
bufinefs,  in  which  they  had  fome 
particjlar  concern  or  interelt. 
Thi-  conduct  was  fo  marked, 
that  fome  of  the  principal  leader* 
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of     oppofition,     after     attending 
the    Houfe    of  Commons  in    the 
morning    upon     private    bufinefs, 
as   foon    as  a  pub!:c   queltion  was 
introduced,   took    a    formal    leave 
of   the  Speaker,  and  immediately 
withdrew.     Though  by  this  means 
a  clear  field   was   lefc   to  the  mi- 
nisters,   and   the    -a it    articles   of 
fupply  were  carried  without  a  de- 
bate ;     yet    thefe    filent  votes,   in 
the  granting  and  difpofal  of  luch 
immenfe    fums    of    the    national 
treafure,  was  by  no  means  fo  plea- 
fant  a  circumllancc,  a*   might  at 
£r;t  fight  be   in»ag:r..-u  ;   the  trou- 
ble of  being  obliged   to  Men  to 
the    arguments     or     a     minority, 
which  was  not  furnciently  name- 
rous    to   throw   any  real    impedi- 
ment in   the:  way  of  bufinefs,  and 
of    undergoing    occasionally     the 
iatigue   01    a  late  evening,   being 
abundantly   com  pen  fated   by    that 
fan&ion,  which    a  decided  1 
my  afforded   upon   e 
to    their    meafures.      YVhilil    the 
paifing  of  iuch   rei'olutions 
out  debate  or  enquiry,   leemed  ia 
fome   degree   to   leave   them  open 
for  future  difcuffion. 

This  meafure  of  a  for:  of  par- 
tial fecciT.on,  was  juitiiied  upon 
Several  grounds:  They  faid,  that 
in  the  prefent  State  of  thin^?.  all 
oppofiti.n  to  the  meafures  of  go- 
vernment, particularly  with  re- 
fped  to  American  affairs,  was 
not  only  vain  and  fruitlefs,  but 
from  the  overbearing  and  refiSl- 
lefs  force,  which  fupported  the 
minilters  in  every  queition,  it  oe- 
came  worfe ;  it  became  frivolous 
and  contemptible.  That  it  was 
too  degrading  to  themselves  to 
be  the  continual  initruments  of 
oppofing  the  ineffective  weapons 
of  reafon  and  argument,  to  the 
Vol.   XX.    J777. 


deaf  infolence  of  an  irrefiflable 
force,  which  had  long  ;in:e  de- 
termined upon  its  conduct,  with- 
out the  SnalleSt  re^aK' 
That  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
as  faving  a  people  againfl  their 
v.  ill.  And  that  they  had  for  a 
fucceifion  of  years,  repeatedly  ap- 
prized and  warned  the  nation, 
of  the  dangers  attending  thofe 
eaiures  '.v  •,:_..  n  v.  as 
i   and   of    lj  reci- 

t]    :     mult    terminate    that 
r,  in  whLn    th  -/    were 

iratel  j 
:,   chat  by  various  arts, 

.. 

na,    thr.  the  falfr 

of  domination   and  inte 
were  held  out   to  ...  i    de- 

ceive them,  together  with  t  j  in- 
M  1.  .    ••jreit- 

lic  calami..  the    unbound- 

ed  influence  cl    ..... 
of   late    pi 

the 

to  ■-...   . 
netiting     by     c 

by  warning,  had  l. 
in  a  very    great  deg; . . , 
the    opinions    and   prej   1 
ter.ced     by    thefe    who    v. ere    ir.- 

.  d  in  their    deluficn. 
now,  every  meaiui..  propoed,  ai  d 

violence     uaii;.J     ag 
An. erica,    i  ^ 

tor  of  courfr.   to  be  in    I 

eat    Britain,    *hillt 
even    attemj 

ing    our    u  cavil    ferment, 

is  di;  matized  as  the  ofr^prinq  cf 
f actio::,  and  as  a  traitorous  dere- 
liction of  the  rights  and  aprio- 
rity of  the  parent  ltate. 
good  and  baa  fe,ccet"s  are  eq 
urged  and  admitted  as  motives 
[D]  for 
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for  a  perfev- ranee  in  thofe  mea- 
fures,  which  have  already  plung- 
ed the  empire  in  civil  war,  di- 
ffraction, and  ruin.  That  in  luch 
a  ftate  of  affairs,  and  during  the 
prevalence  of  fuch  difpofmons, 
all  ltruggles  to  oppofe,  would  ra- 
ther inflame  than  leffen  the  di- 
ftemper  of  the  public  counfels. 
That  as  it  was  not  the  part  of 
a  wife  man  to  ibrive  with  im- 
poflibilities,  fo  neither  was  it 
confident  for  thofe,  who  regard- 
ed their  honeft  Fame  beyond  all 
other  things,  excepting  their  prin- 
ciples and  honour,  to  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  odium  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  by  ineffectual 
efforts  to  ferve  them.  That  they 
would  therefore,  preferving  their 
principles  ftill  unihaken,  referve 
their  activity  for  rational  endea- 
vours, when  the  prefent  delirium 
might  be  fo  far  allayed,  either 
with  the  people  or  with  their 
minifters,  as  to  afford  fome  room 
for  its  operating  with  advantage. 
This  ex  mple  was  not,  how- 
ever, followed,  nor  the  conduct 
opproved  of,  by  feveral  members 
of  the  oppofition.  They  even 
loudly  blamed  this  proceeding. 
They  queitioned,  whether  any 
member  could,  confiftently  with 
his  duty,  withdraw  himfelf  indi- 
vidually from  the  bufinefs  of  par- 
liament, merely  from  an  opinion 
that  he  would  be  outvoted,  and 
that  his  attendance  would  there- 
fore be  u/elefs.  They  acknow- 
ledged, that  a  feceflion,  collec- 
tively in  a  body,  had  not  only 
the  fanction  of  precedent,  but 
might  be  pra&ifed  with  great  ad- 
vantage, and  be  productive  of 
much  benefit  in  fuch  cafes  as  the 
prefent.  But  for  this  purpofc, 
they  faid,  it  mutt  be  attended 
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with  the  following  circumPances.- 
Jn  the  firft  place,  it  muft  be 
general,  including  the  whole  mi- 
nority  againft  the  meafure  that 
provoked  the  feceffion  ;  and  in 
the  next,  that  it  fhould  not  be  a  fi- 
lent  act  ;  but  that  the  motives 
for  the  feceffion  fhould  be  pro-" 
claimed,  either  by  a  remonflrance 
on  the  journals,  or  a  public  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people.  "Under  thefe 
circumftances,  they  faid,  that  fe- 
cefiion  was  not  only  juftifiable 
but  laudable,  and  in  cafes  of 
imminent  danger  to  the  confu- 
tation, might  operate  as  a  call 
to  the  nation,  and  awaken  the 
people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  ficua- 
tion. 

The  other  and  greater  part  of 
the  minority  denied,  that  any 
rule,  but  every  man's  prudence 
and  opinion  of  his  duty,  could 
be  prefcribed  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion.  That  though  minority  was 
a  term  ufed  in  ordinary  fpeech  -T 
minorities  were  not  corporate  bo- 
dies, nor  bound  to  act  as  fech  l 
nor  could  any  precedents  be  of 
avail  in  matters  of  that  nature. 
They  had  no  way  of  compelling 
unanimity  ;  and  nothing  but  una- 
nimity could  make  them  act  in 
the  manner  prefcribed.  The 
greater  number  could  not  decide. 
If  a  difference  of  opinion  ap- 
peared, men  muff  itand  on  their 
character,  and  their  reafons  fcr 
their  conduct. 

On  this,  as  on  many  former 
occafions,  the  oppofition  difcover- 
ed  great  difunion,  and  much  per- 
fonal  and  party  diflike  to  each 
other,  to  the  great  itrengthening 
of  minirtry  ;  who  though  divided 
alfo  amongft  themfelves,  yet  be- 
ing involved  in  one  official  fy- 
ltem,  and  fupported  by  the  crown, 

did 
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did  not  fuller  (o  much  by  their 
difcerd.  In  this  fituation,  a  few 
of  the  mincriry  rather  increased 
their  efforts. 

Upon  the  motion  and  grant  in 
x-  s  the  committee  of  lupply, 
of  45  ,cc.o  iearnen  for  the 
fervice  of  the  mfuing  year,  a  gen- 
tleman in  oppofuion,  who  has  Jong 
been    a    feverc    ce  a    the 

conduct  of  our  naval  ..ffair*,  took 
that  opportunity  of  making  lome 
very  pointed  and  direct  charges 
againil  the  noble  Peer  a:  the  h^ad 
of  that  department.  Ofthcfe,  the 
moll  material  was,  a  wilful  and 
erous  impolitkn  both  or.  par- 
liament and  the  public,  tending 
to  lull  the  nation  at  this  critical 
feafon  into  a  fatal  fecurky,  by 
e  talfe  representation  of  the  llate 
of  the  navy,  both  with  refpedl  to 
the  number  of  fcsmea,  and  the 
condition  of  the  fhips. 

This  conduct  was  much  cen- 
fured  on  the  other  fide,  as  not  only 
being  an  attack  upon  an  abfent 
peifon,  but  upon  a  perfon,  who 
from  his  particular  fituation  as  a 
Peer,  could  not  at  any  time  be 
prefent  in  :hat  Houfe  to  any  charge, 
nor  competent  to  any  defence.  At 
the  fame  time,  his  conduct  and 
character  were  vindicated  with 
great  warmth,  both  by  the  .VI  i- 
niiler,  and  thofe  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miraky  who  belonged  to  that 
Houfe,  who  averted,  that  nothing 
could  afford  greater  fatisfaction,  or 
redound  more  to  the  honour  of  the 
noble  Peer  iu  oueilion,  than  a  Uriel 
parliamentary  enquiry  into  every 
thing  relative  to  the  department 
in  which  he  pre/ided,  when  all  the 
charges  brought  againft  him,  would 
appear  founded  in  error  or  falfe- 
hood,  and  proceeding  from  igno- 
rance or  malice.     But  they  con- 


tended, that  excluiive  o(  the  in- 
decency and  perlonality  of  the 
attack,  nothing  could  be  more 
diforderlyor  unparliamentary  til** 
the  introduction  of  the  fubject  in 
luch  a  manner,  without  any  accu- 
fation  being  formaiiy  before  them, 
which  could  at  all  bring  it  within 
their  cognizance. 

Mr.  Luttrell,  who  made  the 
charge,  infilled  upon  his  right, 
as  cne  of  the  representative*  of 
the  people,  to  make  fuch  oblerva- 
tion.s  upon  the  conduct  of  IVI in i iters 
or  puolie  officers,  however  hiqh. 
in  rank  or  ftation,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  to  merit  ;  that  it  was  no 
Iefs  hi-  right  than  hi?  duty,  when 
the  maiveriation,  or  inability,  of 
thofe  entrulled  with  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs  became  in- 
compatible with  its  fafety,  to  ufe 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  bring 
the  imr-udcrs  to  juftke.  As  to  the 
object  i  >n  of  a  wantct  rorrnai  accu* 
fation  being  before  them,  he  would 
cure  that,  as  foon  as  the  Houfe 
was  refjrncd  ;  for  if  they  would 
allow  him  the  neceflary  official 
documents,  which  he  would  then 
move  for,  he  would  fupport  hit 
charges  in  luch  a  manner  as  to 
give  perfect  fatisfadion  to  the 
Houfe. 

He  accordingly  moved,  when 
the  Houfe  was  returned,  that  'undry 
returns  of  the  navy,  which  had 
been  received  at  the  Admiralty 
within  certain  fpecihed  peri,  ds, 
mould  be  laid  before  them.  Thefe 
documents,  he  laid,  betides  afford- 
ing the  proofs  which  he  wanted 
to  eftablifh  his  charges,  and  to 
fupport  his  fucceeding  motion, 
would  anfwer  another  purpofe  of* 
llill  greater  importance,  that  of 
letting  the  Houfe  into  the  true 
Rate  of  our  national  defence  ai.d 
[£>]   2  fecurity. 
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fecurity.  That  the  plea  for  with- 
holding thole  papers,  from  a  dread 
of  expofing  our  weaknefs  to  fo- 
reigners, was  ridiculous,  unlefs  it 
would  be  contended,  that  our 
watchful  and  clear-fighted  enemies 
had  no  other  means  of  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  our  real  ftrength, 
than  from  the  falfe  reprefentation 
of  it  which  was  laid  before  par- 
liament, with  the  avowed  defign 
of  imposition.  But  even,  if  that 
were  fwallowed,  it  could  not  avail 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  as  the 
weaknefs  acknowledged  by  refufing 
the  means  of  enquiry,  muft  produce 
every  ill  confequence  that  could 
poffibly  attend  the  rnoit  perfect 
tlifclofure. 

The  papers  were,  however,  ab- 
folutely  refufed,  and  the  motion 
rejected  without  a  divifion.  The 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  enquiry  in 
a  critical  fituation  like  the  prefent 
was  iiill  iirongly  infilled  on.  That 
whether  we  were  prepared  or  un- 
prepared, fuch  adifclofure  of  our 
uaval  ltrength.or  weaknefs,  would 
be  extremely  impolitic  and  un- 
leafonabls.  That  if  we  were  fu- 
perior  in  force  to  our  enemies, 
iuch  a  knowledge  might  prevent 
their  fpeaking  out,  and  ©f  courfe, 
keep  us  in  the  dark  as  to  their 
latent  defigns,  and  their  difpo- 
fition  towards  us.  If  we  were 
©therwife,  the  impropriety  muit 
be  itill  greater,  as  it  mult  encourage 
^hem  to  take  an  advantage  of  our 
defencekis  fituation.  But  in  any 
safe,  they  fold  that  the  bufinefs  of 
•  •  -iment  could  not  be  carried 
«o,  :if  fuch  peeviih  enquiries  were 
encouraged.  Eithei  change  your 
Minifters,  or  repofe  a  propu  Jegree- 
of  confidence  in  them.  Let  no- 
body be  vain  enough  to  imagine, 
that  the  affairs  of  that  r1  r  can  be 
well  and  fuccefifnlly  conducted,  in 
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which  the  hidden  arcana  of  its 
policy,  are  upon  every  trifling  oc- 
cafion  to  be  expofed  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  The  gentle- 
men in  office  afierted,  that  the 
navy  was  never  in  a  more  re- 
fpedtable  fituation,  nor  that  de- 
partment more  ably  conduced 
than  at  prefent.  They  vindicated 
the  conduct  of  the  abfent  Lord 
with  great  warmth  ;  and  indeed 
the  whole  debate,  both  in  the 
Committee  and  the  Houfe,  was 
carried  mn  with  unufual  heat  and 
afperity. 

The  expences  of  the  navy  this 
year,  including  the  ordinary  at 
400,005  1.  and  the  building  and 
repairing  of  (hips,  which  was  voted 
at  465,500k  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  3,205,505  k  —  Exclufive  of 
4,000 1.  which  was  afterwards  voted 
to  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  without 
taking  any  notice  of  a  million, 
which  was  granted  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  feffion,  to  be  applied 
towards  the  difcharge  of  the  debt 
of  the  n£vy. 

If  the  naval  expences  were  thus 

large,    the    fupplies   for   the  land 

fervice,    which  were  voted  a  few 

days    after    without    a     t.t  ^ 
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debate,    were   not  le\s 

fo,  falling  little  fhort  of  three 
millions,  although  the  extraordi- 
naries  of  the  land  fervice  for  the 
preceding  year,  which  exceeded 
the  amount  of  i,zoo,oool.  with 
fome  new  contracts  for  additional 
German  forces,  and  the  heavy 
expences  of  half  pay  and  Chelfea, 
were  not  yet  provided  for. 

The  fupplie.s  being  fo  far  granted, 
and  no  public  bufinefs  of  any  mo- 
ment in  the  way,  an  early  and 
long  recefs  took  place,  the  Houfe 
adjourning  on  the  day  -p. 
of  the  public  fait,  to  •  *  •** 
the  2 1  it  of  the  following  January, 
C  II  A  P. 
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Bill  for  granting  Utters  of  marque  and  repriful,  faffed,  nx:ith  a  /malt 
amendment  in  the  title,  by  the  Lords.  Bill  for  fecuring  perfons  charged 
ivith  high  treafon,  brought  in  by  the  hlimjler.  Great  delates  upon  the 
feccnd  reading,  ^uejiion  of  commitment  carried  by  a  great  majority. 
Amendment  paffed  in  the  committee.  Second  amendment  rejecled.  Debates 
renevsed  on  receiving  the  report.  Petition  from  tlx  city  cf  London  againfi 
the  bill.  Amendment  moved  and  agreed  to.  Second  propofed  claufe  of 
amendment  rejeSed.  Great  debates  on  the  third  reading.  Claufe  ire; 
by  vjay  of  rider,  is  received  auith  an  amendment,  Qmeftion  upon  the  third 
reading  carried  upon  a  divijicn.  The  bill  pafes  ti:c  Lords  without  any 
amendnu 


A  Bill  for  enabling  the  Admi- 
ralty, to  ?rant  cotnmif- 
lions,  or  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  as  they  are  ufually  called, 
to  the  owners  or  captains  of  pri- 
vate merchant  hVps,  authorizing 
them  to  take  and  make  prize  of 
all  veils! s  with  their  effects,  be 
longing  to  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  thirteen  fpecified  revolted 
P  ,     ,        American  colonies,  was 

__'  '  palled,  without  debate 
or  oppolition,  in  the 
Houie  of  Commons,  foon  after  the 
recefs.  It  did  not  coll  much  more 
trouble  to  the  Lords,  with  whom 
it  only  underwent  the  trifling  alte- 
ration, of  inferting  the  words 
letters  of  permifjion,  in  the  place  of 
letters  of  marque,  the  latter  being 
thought  only  applicable  to  re- 
prifal? on  a  foreign  enemy. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  Minilter 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
enable  his  Majelty  to  fecure  and 
detain,  oerfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpeded  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon  committed  m  America, 
or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime 
of  piracy.  He  prefaced  the  mo- 
tion by  obferving,  that  during  the 


prefent    war    in    America,    many 
prifoners   had    been    made  ;    who 
were   in  the  actual  commiflion  of 
the  crime   oi    high   treafon  ;    that 
there   were    others    guilty  of  that 
crime,   who   plight  be  taken,   but 
who  for  want  of  fufficient  evidence, 
co  ild    not    at   prefent  be   fecurely 
confined.     That  it  h  id  been  cufto- 
mary    in    cafes    of    rebellion,     or 
danger  of  invafion  from  without, 
to  enable  the  crown  to  feize  fuf- 
pefted    perfons.     That    h~  would 
not,   however,    he  thoaght  to  hint 
at    any    prefent    necelfity    of    en- 
trufling    Mini  Iters    with    fuch    a 
power  in  genera!  ;   the  times  were 
happily  different  from  thofe  which 
called  for  fuch  exertions  in  their 
utmoft   extent  ;    neither  rebellion 
at  home,  nor  foreign  war,  were  at 
prelcnt   to  be  apprehended.     For 
thefe  realbns,  it  was  not  meant  to 
afk  the  full  power,  ufually  obtained 
in  former  cafes  of  rebellion.     But 
as   the    law    ftood    at    prefent,    it 
was   not  poiuble   for  government, 
officially,    to  apprehend  the  moll 
fufpedled    perfon.      Another  cir- 
cumftance  which  required  an  im- 
mediate   remedy    was,    that    the 
crown  had  at  prefent  no  means  of 
[D]  3  confining 
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confining  rebel  prifoners,  or  thofe  the  fecond  law  office  under  the 
taken  in  the  crime  of  piracy  on  crown  with  the  greateft  reputa- 
the  hi<jh  feas,  but  in  the  common  tion,  exprefled  the  utmoft  altonifh- 
gaoh  ;  a  meafure  not  only  incon-  merit,  that  a  maiter  of  fuch  mag- 
venieiu  but  impracticable.  In  the  nitude  and  importance,  a  bill  that 
prelent  ftate  of  afhirs  it  was  a'o-  ttruck  directly  at  that  great  palla- 
folutely  necefTary,  that  the  crown  dium  of  the  Britiih  conftirution, 
fhould  be  enabled  to  confine  pri-  and  only  fecurity  to  the  rights  and 
foners  under  thofe  defcriptions,  liberties  of  the  people,  the  habeas 
and  to  provide  for  their  fecurity,  corpus  |jw,  fhould  be  brought  in 
in  the  lame  manner  that  was  without  proper  notice,  at  a  (eafon 
practiced  with  relped  toother  pri-  when  the  Houfe  was  fo  badly  at- 
foners  of  war,  until  circumllances  tended,  and  an  attempt  nnoe  to 
jni^ht  make  it  advifeable  to  pro-  p;ecipita;e  its  paffage  in  fo  ex- 
ceed criminally  againil  them,  t  inordinary  a  manner,  as  to  pro- 
Such,  he  faid,  were  the  purpoles  pofe  the  fecond  reading  within 
of  the  bill.  three  or  four  days  of  its  being  full  * 

The  billwasaccordingly  brought     heard  of.       He   faid,    befides   the 
in   iind  read  on  the  enfuing  day,     defecl  in  point  of  notice,   it  had 
and  a  motion  made,  that  it  fhould     been  brought    in    unfairiy  ;    as   it 
be   read  the  fecond   time   on   the     was  totally  different  from  what  the 
icth,     which    was    the    following     MinilW  had  announced   i:  to  be 
Mouday.     It  now  appeared,   that     on   the   preceding  day.     Nor  was 
the  enacting  claufe,    rendered  all     it  lefs  difcordant  in  its  own  parts, 
perfons  taken  in  the  ad  of  high     neither   the  title  nor  the  preamble 
treaion,   committed  in  any  of  the     affording  any  idea  of  the  extraor- 
colonies,  or  on  the  high  feas,   or     dinary    matter    contained    in    the 
in  the  act  of  piracy,  or  who  are     enacting  claufes.      That    he    was 
or   fhall  be  charged   with  or  fuf-     equally  fhocked  and  alarmed,    to 
pe&ed   of  any    of   thofe    crimes,     fee  a  bill    which    was  to  fufpcnd 
liable    to    be    committed    to    any     all    the  functions  of  the.  cunilitu- 
cornmon    gaol,    or    to   any   other     tion,    brought  in   under  fuch  cir- 
fpecial  place  of  confinement,  ap-     cumltances,    and   attempted  to  be 
pointed  for  that  purpofe  under  his     fmuggled    through-   a    thin    houle 
Mujefty's  fign  manual,  within  any     under    falfe    colours,     before     the 
part  of  his  dominions,  there  to  be     nation   could    be   apprized   of  its 
detained  in  fafe  cuftody,    without     danger,   or  their  constituents  have 
bail,    mainprize,  or  trial,   during     the  fmalleil  notice,  that  they  were 
the  continuance  of  the  law,  with     going  to  furrender  the  foundation 
a    proviiion,     however,    enabling     of  all  their  other   rights,  and  the 
a    certain    number    of   the   Privy     peculiar  characterise  of  the  Bri- 
Council  to  grant  an  order,  for  ad-     tifh      liberty     and      government, 
mitting   fuch    perfons   to    bail    or     Mr.    Dunning,    who   made    thefe 
trial.  exceptions,  feeing  the  Houfe  then 

Of  the  few  minority  members  going  to  divide  upon  the  queftion 
who  were  prefent,  a  gentleman  of  for  the  fecond  reading,  which  he 
the  firlt  eminence  in  his  profeffion,  knew  would  be  carried,  moved  to 
and  who,  a  few  years  iince,  oiled    have    the    bill    printed,    which, 

being 
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being    agreed    to,    prevented    the 
diviiion. 

The  alarm  excited  by  this  bill, 
recalled  a  Few  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  of  late  abfen'ed  them- 
fclves  from  the  Houfe.  The 
debates  became  long,  animated, 
and  highly  interciling,  and  were 
not  untrvqucntlv  intermixed  with 
the  feverelt  animadverfion. 

The  oppofrion  in  the  firft  place 
contended,  that,  upon  the  Mi- 
n i iter's  own  premifes,  the  bill  was 
entirely  ncedlefs  ;  for  as  we  were 
neither  involved  in  a  rebellion  at 
home,  nor  engaged  in  a  war  with- 
out, there  could  be  no  legitimate 
rcafon  for  inverting  the  crown  with 
fo  dangerous  a  power.  Even  a 
foreign  war,  of  whatever  mag- 
nitude, could  not  juftify  fuch  a 
meafure,  unlefs  there  were  fome 
valid  reafons  for  fuppofing,  that 
an  invafion  wojld  be  encouraged 
and  fupported  by  fome  powerful 
internal  faction.  It  was  a  mea- 
fure only  to  be  adopted  in  cafes  of 
the  gre.uelt  emergency,  when  the 
coniUtution  and  liberties  of  the 
people  were  at  flake,  and  every 
thing  mult  be  hazarded  for  their 
prefervation.  Dictatorial  power, 
was  an  edged  tool  not  to  be  played 
with.  The  crown  had  already 
fwelled  fo  far  in  power  and  in- 
fluence, beyond  thofe  limits  which 
were  ailigned  to  it  at  the  revolu- 
tion, as  to  afford  too  much  room 
for  ferious  reflection,  to  every 
ferious  man  and  lover  of  his 
country.  In  this  fuuation  of 
things,  there  could  be  neither  rea- 
fon  nor  prudence,  in  lifting  it  up 
at  once  beyond  all  law  and  re- 
ltraint.  The  war  againft  the  Ame- 
ricans was,  perhaps  unfortunately 
for  this  country,  popular  ;  a  cir- 
cumitance   which    removed   every 


colour  of  pretence  for  a  meafure 
of  this  nature.  And'the  power  of 
drawing  out  the  militia  without 
the  concurrence  of  parliament,  to- 
gether with  the  immenfe  force  by 
lea  and  land,  and  the  unbounded 
fupplies  of  money,  with  which  the 
Miniflers  were  entrufted,  were  fully 
fuilicient  for  the  ftrength  and  fecu- 
ritv,  for  all  the  fair  and  honcll 
purpofes  of  government. 

With  refped  to  its  effect  on 
America,  they  faid,  that  its  opera- 
tion woild  render  the  prefent  un- 
happy animofities  between  the 
Engliih  of  thefe  iflands  and  that 
continent  implacable,  and  not  only 
cut  off  the  hope,  but  the  poffibility 
of  any  future  reconciliation  ;  that 
under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  it 
would  excite,  or  afford,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  theexercifeof  the  greatelt 
pcrfonal  injuries,  and  the  moil 
horrible  cruelties,  on  both  fides. 

That  its  prefent  injuftice  was 
as  glaring,  as  its  future  effect 
would  be  cruel  and  unhappy.  For 
that  letting  the  queftion  lie  dor- 
mant, though  they  by  no  means 
gave  it  up,  as  to  the  jullice  or 
propriety  of  confidering  or  treating 
as  pirates,  thofe  Americans  who 
were  taken  in  arms,  or  carrying 
on  war  again  ft  our  commerce  upon 
the  high  leas,  it  was  capable  of 
reaching  perfons  of  fo  different 
a  character,  that  all  mankind  muft 
agree  in  condemning  its  injuftice. 
This  bill,  they  faid,  would,  or 
might,  be  extended  to  others, 
befides  thofe  who  made  or  intended 
reprifals  ;  it  might,  for  any  thing 
that  appeared,  be  extended  to  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  peace- 
able merchantman,  who  unable  to 
live  by  any  other  means  than  thofe 
to  w.hich  they  were  bred,  are  con- 
veying   a  cargo    of   the   commo- 
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diiies  of  their  native  country  to 
a  market.  Thefe  under  other  laws 
might  poffibly  be  confidered  as 
fmugglers  ;  but  it  will  remain  for 
this  to  punifh  them  as  pirates. 

This  bill,  they  faid,  was  not,  how- 
ever, calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
America}  its  operation  was  intend- 
ed much  nearer  home.  TheMini- 
i\er<>,  daring,  headlong,  violent, 
and  arbitrary,  as  they  were,  had 
not  yet  courage  to  rake  oft  the 
mafic,  and  openly  to  ftrike  the  fa- 
tal blow  which  they  intended. 
They  were  itill  afraid,  without  the 
pretext  of  foreign  or  dorneftic  war, 
to  avow  their  defigns  in  the  face  of 
day.  by  a  total  fufpenfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  law.  How  do  they 
act  in  this  nicety  of  fituatioh  ? 
They  patch  the  lion's  hide  with 
the  fox's  fkin,  and  endeavour  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  courage 
with  cunning.  They  bring  in  fur- 
reptitioufly,  under  afalfe  title,  and 
introduce,  under  a  delufive  pream- 
ble, a  dark,  perplexed,  ambigu- 
ous, and  infidious  bill,  which 
holds  out  fufficient  oilenfible  mat- 
ter to  keep  Englishmen  agape,  with 
tales  of  high  feas,  Americans,  and 
piracies,  whilfl  they  are,  in  the 
mean  time,  cutting  through  their 
liberties,  and  ftabbing  the  confli- 
tution  of  their  country  to  the  vi- 
tals. 

In  the  fame  view  of  deception, 
faid  they,  upon  this  firft  trial  of 
their  ftrength  in  fo  new  and  dan- 
gerous a  meafure,  they  limit  the 
duration  of  the  bill  to  one  year, 
as  an  experiment;  but  who  does 
not  lee,  that  the  fame  fatal  influ- 
ence, which  will  now  grant  a  dic- 
tatorial power  without  the  colour 
of  a  neceffary  motive,  will  render 
it  permanent  without  the  trouble  of 
a  pretext.    In  the  mean  time,  the 


public  are  to  be  hoodwinked  and 
deluded  under  the  falfe  covering 
of  a  law  to  punifh  the  rebellious 
Americans,  a  matter  about  which 
they  are  fo  perfectly  indifferent, 
that  very  few  of  them  will  even 
take  the  trouble  of  reading  the 
bill,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  will 
draw  every  fubjecl  of  this  country, 
refiding  either  in  the  Eaft  or  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  the  unoffending 
provinces  of  America,  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa,  and  all  that  immenfe 
body  of  the  people  who  in  any 
manner  ufe  the  feas,  within  its  pe- 
rilous vortex.  Nor  will  thofe  be 
fafer,  who  for  health,  bufinefs,  or 
pleafure,  crofs  the  channel  between 
Dover  and  Calais,  nor  the  multi- 
tudes who  continually  pafs  and  re- 
pafs  between  England  and  Ireland. 
A  fifhing  party,  who  go  out  for 
pleafure  in  the  fummer,  will  be  put 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  laws, 
and  in  fact  profcribed,  as  foon 
as  they  have  paiTed  low  water 
mark. 

Nor  let    the  midland  English- 
man, who  never  faw  the  fea,  tri- 
umph in  his    fecurity.       He  may 
foon  experience,    to  his  coft,  how 
far  the  dexterity  and  ingenuity  of 
the  crown  lawyers  may  extend  the 
yielding  texture  of  this  ambiguous 
bill  to  his  enthralment.     The  wide 
circuit  of  the  human  mind    is   not 
more  various   and  extenfive  than 
the  fufpicious  nature  of  man,  nor 
more  fertile   than  the  principle  of 
reveDge  and  ambition,  which  leads 
to  private  ill  and  public  oppreffion. 
This  fecure  and  unoffending  Eng. 
lifhman  may  find  himfelf  fuddenlv 
feized,  carried  off  without  warning 
from  his  family,  tranfported  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  rock 
of  Gibraltar,  the  burning  coafts  of 
Africa,  the  moft   peftilential   and 
ioathfouie 
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loathfome  dungeon  in  the  putrid 
marines  of  Bengal,  or  to  any  other 
part  of  this  wide  extended  empire, 
in  which  it  is  thought  fitting  to 
inftitute  prifons  by  the  fign  ma- 
nual. There  he  may  continue  to 
languifh  during  the  term  of  this 
bill,  without  a  poffibilitv  of  legal 
fuccour,  and  cut  off  from  the  ad- 
vice and  affi^ance  of  his  neareit 
friends.  When  the  act  expires, 
indeed,  if  it  is  not  renewed,  and 
that  the  unhappy  fofferer  has  flill 
preferved  life,  through  the  horrors 
of  captivity,  and  the  llench  of  his 
dungeon,  he  may  again  return  to 
his  native  country.  He  may  then, 
perhaps,  be  tempted  to  enquire 
what  he  was  confined  and  banimed 
for;  the  anfivcr  is  ready,  "  »or 
treafon  :"  as  he  is  confeious  of  his 
innocence,  he  drill  endeavour  to 
throw  himfelf  upon  the  laws  of  his 
country  iur  juftice,  and  challenge 
his  accders  to  the  proof,  and  to 
make  good  their  charge  ;  but  the 
minillerial  agent,  by  whom  he  was 
kidnapped,  will  laugh  in  his  face, 
and  t "II  him  there  was  no  charge 
againir.  him,  but  he  was  fufpefted  ; 
and,  producing  this  act  of  parlia- 
ment, it  will  be  an  effectual  plea 
in  bar  of  every  remedy  he  can 
feek. 

Such  are  the  terrors,  and  the 
real  dangers,  faid  they,  which  this 
bill  will  hold  out  to  every  fubject 
of  this  realm.  For  as  a  bare  fufpi- 
cion  of  treafon  will  be  furH:ient  for 
all  the  dreadful  confequences  that 
are  mentioned,  no  rank  or  order  of 
men  can  be  exempt  from  them. 
The  firfl  fubje&s,  and  moft  emi- 
nent citizens,  may  become  vic- 
tims to  the  immediate  je;:loufy, 
rancour,  or  arbitrary  caprice,  of 
the  prefiding  minifters.  Their 
deputies,  in   their  feveral  grada- 


tions, down  to  the  loweft  under- 
ftrapper  in  office,  will  take  in  the 
other  clafTes  of  mankind.  Neither 
diitance  nor  obfeurity  will  be  a 
protection.  There  is  no  man  fo 
unknown,  or  place  fo  remote,  in 
which  fome  private  enemy  may  not 
dilturb  his  repofe,  or  where  fome 
bufy,  ignorant,  or  profligate  ma- 
gillrate,  may  not  conceive  his  duty 
concerned,  feel  his  vanity  tickled, 
or,  perhaps,  find  a  gratification 
of  the  moll  infamous  pailions,  in 
the  indulgence  of  an  unfounded, 
or  the  prof,  ution  of  a  pretended, 
fufpicion.  Poverty  and  obfeurity, 
which  ufually  afforded  fhelter  to 
the  humble  and  the  weak  in  thn 
tempefls  of  ftates,  will  only  render 
the  doom  of  the  unhappy  culprit 
irrevocable.  No  body  needs  to  be 
informed,  that  hundreds  of  unfor- 
tunate ir.en  linger  out  their  mifer- 
able  lives  in  the  itate  prifons  of  ar- 
bitrary countries,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  forgotten,  though  the  fy- 
llem  ot  government  under  which 
they  originally  1  uttered  no  longer 
exiils,  and  thoie  afts  for  which 
they  were  then  punilhed,  might 
now  perhaps  be  deemed  meritori- 
ous. 

This  bill  befides  creates  a  new 
order  of  punilhments,  unknown 
before  in  our  penal  laws,  and  en- 
dues the  crown  with  powers  which. 
it  could  not  obtain  by  a  total  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  law. 
and  which  it  did  not  pofTefs  before 
its  formation.  A  power  of  banim- 
ment  to  .ny  part  of  the  globe,  at- 
tended \  ith  cirrumftances  which 
include  the  moil  bloody  fpecies  of 
p  icription,  may  be  expected  in  a 
little  rime  to  form  one  of  the  land- 
ing prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

They  laid  it  would  be  idle  and 
abfurd  to  oppofe  fuch   a  bill  upon 

legal 
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legal  grounds,  or  to  bring  it  to 
any  telt  of  legal  enquiry  ;  for  where 
there  was  neither  reafon  nor  jus- 
tice, there  c>uld  be  no  law.  Law 
iuppoles  a  rule,  prefcribes  a  duty, 
refpedting  either  the  public  or  in- 
dividuals;  it  points  out  the  tranf- 
greffion,  defines  the  offence,  an- 
nexes the  puniihment,  and  ipecial- 
ly  provides  and  diredls  all  the  in- 
termediate ileps  between  the  charge 
and  conviction  ;  but  mure  particu- 
larly the  meafure  and  quantity  of 
the  puniihment.  Now  if  this  bill 
jsrxamined,  it  will  be  found  defi- 
cient in  every  one  of  thefe  requi- 
res. No  crime  is  defcribed  ;  no 
enquiry  into  innocence  or  crimi- 
nality takes  place.  The  punifh- 
roent  is  indicted  in  the  hrit  in- 
ilauce,  and  examination  is  to  fol- 
low. Sufpicion  iupplies  the  place 
of  evidence.  Any  man  may  be 
fufpected  ;  but  his  guilt  or  inno- 
cence are  entirely  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  his  punifhment  is  to  conti- 
nue, and  no  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  either  during  the  exigence  of 
the  prefent  bill.  Such  is  this 
thing,  which  is  to  be  called  a  law  ; 
which  enacts  punishments  without 
examination  or  trial ;  combines 
their  duration  with  its  own  exift- 
ence  ;  and  cuts  off  all  pofiible 
means  of  redrefs. 

They  faid,  that  this  bill  ferved 
as  a  kind  of  key,  or  index,  to  the 
defigns  which  minifters  had  for 
fome  years  been  manifeitly  form- 
ing, the  objects  of  which  they  ren- 
dered viable  from  time  to  time,  as 
opportunity  ferved,  as  circum- 
ftances  proved  favourable,  as  in- 
fluence increafed,  and  power 
ftrengthened.  A  gentleman,  equal- 
ly celebrated  for  his  wit  and  his 
eloquence,  compared  it  to  the  firft 
fecne  of  the  lalt  act  of  a  play,  when 


fome  important  tranfaction  or1  cir- 
cumftance,  affecting  the  principal 
perfonages  in  the  drama,  is  re- 
vealed to  the  audience,  which  bc- 
fjdes  unravelling  thofe  myfteries 
contained  in  the  former  acts,  opens 
at  once  the  whole  extent  of  the  au- 
thor's plot,  or  defign,  and  leads 
directly  to  the  cataltrophe.  This 
plan,  they  faid,  had  been  long 
obfervable  to  thofe  who  took  the 
trouble  of  marking  and  comparing 
the  different  parts  that  appecued, 
and  preferving  the  connection  be- 
tween them  ;  and  however  covert- 
ly hid,  or  artfully  held  back  out  of 
fight,  had  been  fyitematically 
adopted,  and  ileadily  purfued  ;  it 
was  nothing  lefs  than  robbing 
America  of  her  franchifes,  as  a 
previous  Hep  to  the  introduction  of 
the  fame  fyltem  of  government  into 
this  country. 

Such  were  the  colours,  in  which 
the  nature,  tendency,  and  defign, 
of  this  bill  were  defcribed  by  the 
oppofition.  On  the  other  fide  it 
was  faid,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
malignity  of  difpofition,  which  led 
to  the  molt  groundiefs  and  unwar- 
rantable fufpicions,  a  pprverle  and 
captious  temper,  difp^fed  to  quar- 
rel, without  diltinction,  with  all 
the  meafures  of  government,  and 
a  determination  to  impede  all  its 
acts,  however  falutary  or  neceffary, 
or  elfe  the  molt  factious  and  dan- 
gerous motives,  could  have  given 
birth  to  the  fuggeftion,  that  this 
bill  meant  or  intended  any  thing 
farther,  than  what  it  fairly  im- 
ported, a  power  to  apprehend, 
commit,  and  imprifon,  perfons 
actually  guilty  of  treafonable  of- 
fences committed  in  America,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  of  the  crime  of 
piracy.  That  it  was  not  lefs  ab- 
furd  and  prepofterous  than  malig- 
nant. 
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n  lot,  to  fuppofe  it  was  framed  in- 
tentionally   to   reach    or  overtake 
perlons  guiltv,  or  prefumed    to  be 
guilty,  of  offences  commiaed  with- 
in the  realm.    That  if  government 
fufpected  any  pirt  or  body   of  the 
people   at   home,  of  a  difpofition 
which  tended  to  acts  of  that  dan- 
gerous narure  fuppofed  by  the  bill, 
their  application   would  have  been 
fair,  ope;.,  and  direct  ;  they  would 
have     accompanied      the      requeit 
with    their  motives  for  making  it  ; 
they   would   have   come  to  parlia- 
ment,  and  defired   a  fufpenfion  of 
the    Habeas    Corpus    Act,     in    fo 
many    words,   luting  at  the  fame 
tint-,  what  fhould  ever  accompany 
fu.h  a  requiution,   the   ground  of 
ne  elTity  upon  which  it  was  made. 
No  parliament  ever  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  fuch  a  requeft  in  fuch  cir- 
cumltances ;   much   lefs  could  fuch 
a  rtfulal    be    apprehended    at    the 
prefent  time,   if  adminiitration  be 
really  in  poffeflion    of  that    over- 
ruling   influence,     and   dangerous 
power,   which    have   been    magni- 
fied into  fuch  terrihe  lorms  by  the 
oppolition. 

The  prefen;  bill,  they  (aid,  was 
framed  upon  the  molt  wife,  hu- 
mane, and  equitable  principles. 
It  was  calculated  more  to  prevent 
niilchief,  than  to  inflict  punifh- 
ment,  much  lefs  to  eltablifh  per- 
fection. The  innocent  man  had 
nothing  to  fear  ;  but  it  was  equal- 
ly confident  with  right  policy  and 
humanity,  to  hold  out  terrors  to 
the  guilty.  And  whatever  harfh 
epithets  had  been  applied  by  the 
other  fide  to  the  bill,  or  to  its 
framers,  that  government  mull 
ever  be  considered  as  the  wifeit, 
moil  humane,  and  molt  equitable, 
which  directs  its  .-mention  to  de- 
vife  means  for  the   prevention  of 


crimes,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
deter  men  from  a  violation  of  the 
laws  by  rigorous  and  fanguinary 
puniiaments. 

But   fuppofing    the    bill    fhould 
have  the  operation   that  was  attri- 
buted to  it  within  the  realm,  what 
colourable  objection  could  lie  to  it 
even  upon  that  ground?     It  would 
ftill  create  no  new  power,  however 
it  might  declare  an  old  one.     Se- 
veral acts  are  declared  by  the  ftatutes 
to  be  high  treafon.      Others  come 
within  the  clafs  of  conftructive  trea- 
fons,   which  are    not  explicitly  de- 
fined   by    any    ftatute  ;     many   of 
which  are   however   eftablifhed  by 
precedents,  and    the   judgment  of 
the  courts.     If  it  fhould  then   ap- 
pear that  any  perfons  in  this  coun- 
try  had   unlawfully    correfponded 
with    the  rebels   in  America,   had 
fupplied  them  with    money,  arms, 
implements  of  war,  or  intelligence, 
it    is    very  poffible   that   fuch   ads 
might  bring  thern  within   fome  of 
thofe  defcriptions  of  high  treafon, 
which   are   laid    down  by   the  fta- 
tutes, or  founded  upon   them.     In 
fuch  cafe,   there  is  no  treafon  con- 
llructed   by  this  bill  ;  it  only   en- 
ables the  crown  to  fecure  the  per- 
fons of  luch   dangerous  offenders, 
with  greater  expedition  and  effect, 
than  it  could  have  done  in  the  com- 
mon  courfe   of  legal  proceedings. 
Will  this  then  be  confidered  as   a 
rational  ground  of  objection  to  the 
bill  ?     Or   will    it    be   contended, 
that  a  man's  refidence  within  the 
kingdom,  affords  him  an  impuni- 
ty for   all  acts  of  treafon   he  may 
chufe    to  commit  ?     If  there  were 
any   fuch   men  in  this  country,    it 
would  be  a   fufiicient  motive,  ex- 
clufive  of  any   other,  for   paffing 
the    bill.     But  they   ftill  afferted, 
that  this  country  contained  no  fuch 
defcrip- 
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defcription  of  men  ;  that  trcafon 
and  rebellion  were  properly  and 
peculiarly  the  native  growth  of 
America  ;  and  that  the  bill  Could 
only  operate  on  its  proper  objects. 

The  Miniiters  urged,  in  the 
ftrongeu  terras,  the  neceffity  there 
was  far  ilrengthening  the  hands  of 
government  at  this  critical  period. 
They  laid  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  carry  on  public  bufinefs,  with- 
out delegating  powers  to  the  crown 
upon  extraordinary  occasions,  which 
would  not  be  proper,  becaule  they 
would  not  be  wanted,  in  ordinary 
cafes.  Parliament  were  the  proper 
judges,  when,  and  to  whom,  to 
entruit  iuch  extraordinary  powers. 
If  neceffity  was  a  good  ground  for 
granting  theai,  that  neceffity  moll 
apparently  and  incontrovertibly 
exifteJ  ar.  prefent.  The  prefent 
iituatioB  of  aifairs  rendered  it  ne- 
ceiTary  lor  government  to  call  for 
every  affiftance,  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  parliament  to  dele- 
gate cr  ceate.  Jf  parliament  had 
not  a  confidence'  in  the  miniilers, 
it  was  in  fain  for  them  to  endea- 
vour to  conduct  the  public  bufinefs. 
If  it  had  a  proper  confidence  in  the 
crown  and  jits  minhlers,  it  was  in 
the  laft  degree  of  abfurdity  to  mix 
it  with  idle  fears  and  ill-founded 
fufpicions. 

They  concluded,  that  the  whole 
weight  of  the  objections  made  to 
the  entruiVmg  of  the  crown  with 
the  powc;r  demanded,  depended 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  its  being 
applied  to  evil  and  dangerous  pur- 
pole1;.  That  this  conclufion  was 
unfair  and  unfounded;  equally 
falfe  in  reafon  and  argument.  It 
It  would  be  as  logical,  and  more 
confonant  to  reafon  and  experience, 
to  fuppofe  that  this  power  would 
be  only  ufed  with  the  ftrideft  pro- 


priety, i'^.; i.imcnt  was  the  great 
constitutional  cheek  on  all  power. 
If  the  powers  delegated  at  prefent, 
fhould  in  any  degree  be  abufed, 
that  will  hereafter  afford  a  molt 
proper  fubject  of  parliamentary  en- 
quiry, and  its  vengeance  will  hang 
over  thefe  offenders  who  dared  to 
violate  their  trult.  But  fure  it  is 
an  extraordinary  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  to  argue  againft  the  ufe,  from 
the  poffible  abufe  of  the  bill. 

Notwithflanding  the  vigour  of 
oppofition,  the  di virion  Feb  iq^ 
upon  the  quefhon  cf 
commitment,  after  the  fecond 
reading,  iufficicntly  expofed  its 
weaknefs  in  point  of  number  ;  the 
bill  being  committed  for  the  fol- 
lowing Thurfday,  by  a  majority 
of  195  to  43. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  a  gen- 
tleman in  office  informed  the  com- 
mittee, that  having  obferved  in  the 
late  debate,  that  the  fpecial  power 
of  appointing  places  of  confine- 
ment, under  the  fign  manual,  in 
any  part  cf  his  Majefty's  domi- 
nions, had  been  much  urged  in 
argument,  and  created  apprehen- 
fions,  that  perfons  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  within  the  realm,  were  liable 
to  be  fent  beyond  fea,  to  diftant 
places  of  confinement  ;  and  that 
his  Majefty's  fervants  having  no 
fuch  idea  in  contemplation,  and 
though  they  were  convinced  the 
claufe  in  its  prefent  ftate  did  not 
admit  of  that  interpretation,  were, 
however,  willing  to  give  every 
reafonable  fatisfaction  to  thofe  who 
thought  otherwise,  and  would 
therefore  obviate  and  remove  the 
doubts  which  arofe  upon  that  con- 
ftru&ion.  That  he  underftood  this 
was  the  only  folid  ground  of  ob- 
jection which  could  be  taken 
againft  the  bill,  and  that,  in  order 

to 
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this  bill  to  its  proper  objecl  ?  Why 
extend  it  to  Great  Britain  ?  If 
powers  are  nect  Ja:y  in  Ame- 
rva,  let  them  be  creaied  ;  but  let 
their  di.-eftion  be  fixed.  If  they 
are  wanted  in  this  country,  what 
are  thev  mincing  the  matter  for, 
and  matting  a  fecret  of  it  to  par- 
liament? Let  tnem,  in  their  own 
mannrr  r.  .  .•  the  demand  in  (o 
many  words  ;  let  them,  by  their 
own  rule  of  condu&j  ftatc  the  ne- 
ceflity  for  fo  doing;  and  when  this 
is  done,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  nar- 
liamentjlet  thrm  obtain  the  power 
in  the  moft  ample  and  comprehen- 
five  mt.nner  they  can  defire.  But 
to  difclaim  the  intention  of  feek- 
ing  the  power,  and  at  the  fame 
time  endeavour  by  fpecious  and 
delufivt-  pretences  to  obtain  it,  car- 
ried fbch  an  appearance  of  dupli- 
city, impofition,  and  contempt  of 
that  aflembly,  as  was  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  any  former  tranlr.c- 
tion  between  minilters  and  parlia- 
ment. 

The  minifters  ftill  infilled  upon 
the  purity  of  their  intention  ;  that 
the  prefent  amendment  removed 
all  manner  of  ambiguity  from  the 
bill,  and  mult  afford  fatisfa&ion 
to  any  thing  lefs  than  a  fixed  de- 
termination to  find  f?ult  in  all 
events,  and  to  oppofc  indifcrimt- 
nately  in  all  cafes.  The  title  of 
the  bill,  its  preamble,  and  the  oc- 
casion of  bringing  it  in,  all  fcrved 
to  fix  its  locality,  and  as  explana- 
tions of  its  true  import  and  defign. 
Thefe  would  effectually  prevent  or 
clear  up  any  poffiblc  mifconltruc- 
tion  of  the  enacling  claufes. 

A  gentleman  in  oppofition,  faid 
he  would  put  adminillration  to  a 
teft,  as  to  the  fincerity  of  their 
profefiions,  and  the  innocency  of 
intention    in    the  bill.      If  theis 

were 


to  render  the  bill  paLteable,  and 
unobjectionable  to  all  parties,  he 
would  move,  that  the  words  "  in 
any  part  of  his  Msjcity's  domini- 
ons,'* mould  be  left  out,  and  that  the 
...  "  within  the  realm,"  fhould 
be  inferred  in  their  place. 

This  conceffion  was  far  from  fa- 
tisfying  the  oppofition.  They 
faid,  that  the  power  of  indiscrimi- 
nate banifhment,  however  hideous, 
was  only  a  matter  of  fecondary 
confederation  ;  that  the  power  of 
apprehending  and  confining  the 
perfon  of  the  fubjeel,  upon  bare 
fufpicion,  without  a  pretext  oi 
any  legal  caufe,  was  the  great  ob- 
ject of  alarm  and  danger,  and 
what  could  alone  afford  life  and 
activity  to  the  other.  They  con- 
tended, that  a  line  mould  b« 
drawn  between  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty  ;  that  the  degree  of  pro- 
bability attending  the  fufpicion, 
and  the  degree  of  guilt,  upon  which 
the  fufpicion  was  founded,  fhould 
be  defined  fo  clearly,  that  the  in- 
nocent might  know  when  they 
were  in  a  ftatc  of  fecurity,  and  by 
what  error  or  trefpafs  it  might  be 
forfeited  ;  and  that  a  mode  of  re- 
drefs  fhould  be  provided,  in  cafes 
where  the  powers  granted  by  the 
bill  were  manifestly  or  grofly 
abufed.  And  that  upon  evei , 
of  juftice  and  equity,  a  diftinction 
ihould  be  made,  even  with  refpedt 
to  the  Americans,  bctwecu  thofe 
perfons  who  were  in  actual  arms, 
and  fuch  as  only  fubmitted  to  the 
refpecfive  governments  in  which 
they  refided,  and  to  an  authority 
which  they  were  unable  to  refill. 

But,  in  the  name  of  goodnefs, 
faid  they,  if  the  intentions  of  the 
minifters  are  as  pure  and  as  inno- 
cent as  they  prof'efs,  why  do  they 
refafe  to  confine  the  operation  of 
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were  real,  they  could  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the- amendment  he  was 
going  to  propofe,  which  only 
tended  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  bill  to  its  avowed  objects.  He 
accordingly  moved  for  a  claufe  of 
amendment,  to  fpecify  that  the 
offence  for  which  any  perfon  was 
apprehended,  on  fufpicion  or  other- 
wife,  "  within  the  kingdom," 
mull  have  been  dated,  to  be  com- 
mitted within  the  kingdom,  and 
not  elfewhere. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  rank  in  judicial 
proceedings,  though  not  one  of 
thofe  who  are  immediately  confi- 
dered  as  the  crown  lawyers,  oif- 
fented  totally  from  the  opinion 
held  out  by  his  brethren  in  office. 
He  acknowledged,  that  the  bill 
was  manifeftly  at  variance  with  the 
title  and  preamble;  that  the  nrH 
held  out  only  a  power  to  the  crown 
of  apprehending  and  committing, 
upon  grounds  of  fufpicion,  fuch 
perfons  as  are  defcribed  in  the 
prearrfble,  who  have  been,  or  may 
be,  brought  into  this  kingdom  ; 
but  the  enacting  part,  not  only 
gives  that  power,  but  it  grants  a 
general  power,  of  taking  all  per- 
fons up  without  any  fpecincation 
of  crime  whatever.  That  it  was 
abfurd  to  fay,  that  the  locality  of 
the  crime  was  marked  out  by  the 
bill.  Where  was  the  redrefs  pro- 
vided ?  There  was  no  redrefs,  but 
by  an  application  to  the  privy 
council,  who  were  now  to  be  in- 
verted with  the  powers  belonging  to 
the  courts  of  common  law.  But 
the  mifchief  would  be  done,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  previous  to  any  fuch 
application,  and  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Adt,  would  be  in  fact  fufpend- 
cd,  to  all  its  intents  and  purpofes. 
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within  the  realm,  for  crimes  not 
pretended  to  ha\e  been  committed 
within  it.  He  was  therefore  clear- 
ly of  opinion,  that  it  was  better 
to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  at 
once  -y  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  every 
man  would  know  what  he  had  to 
depend  on,  and  every  good  fubject 
would  acquiefce  in  a  power, 
created  for  the  public  benefit. 

So  unexpected  a  difference  of 
opinion,  in  fuch  a  quarter,  and  fo 
powerful  a  confirmation  of  the  ob- 
jections laid  by  their  antagonists, 
coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
could  not  fail  to  furprize,  if  not  to 
ltagger  the  mini  Iters,  and  mult,  at 
another  feafon,  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  bill.  The  critical  iituati^ii 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  neceffity 
of  itrengthening  government,  were, 
however,  brought  to  the  fupportof 
the  rneafure  in  this  exigency,  and 
the  laft  propofed  claufe  of  the 
amendment  was  rejected  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  five  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  125,  to 
25  only,  who  fupporced  the  mo- 
tion. 

This  defeat  did  not  prevent  the 
debate  from  being  renewed  with 
equal  if  not  greater  vigour  on  the 
following  day,  when  Feb>  ^ 
the  report  was  received 
by  the  houfc  from  the  committee. 
A  petition  ftrongly  oppofing  the 
bill,  was  alfo  received  from  the 
city  of  London  on  the  fame  day. 
They  concluded  this  petition  with 
a  declaration,  That  meafures  fo 
violent  and  uncorftitutional ;  fo 
fubverfive  of  the  facred  and  funda- 
mental rights  of  the  people,  and 
fubjecting  them  to  the  moft  cruel 
fubjection  and  bondage,  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  petitioners,  be 
incroductive  of  every  (pedes  of  mif- 
chief 
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chief  and   confafion  ;   and  thereby 
|  itate  the  impending  ruin  of 
t  hi- 

In  this  debate,  a  gentleman  in 
oppofition  moved  for  a  clzufe  of 
amendment,  'I  fiat  nothing  fhould 
be  deemed  piracy  within  the  true 
meaning  and  legal  cor,'.*ruftion  of 
the  aft,  but  acts  of  felony  com- 
mitted rr.  the  thips  cr  goods  of  the 
fabjeft  on  tnc  high  feas.  This 
amendment  was  the  more  particu- 
larly contended  for,  as  by  fome  of 
the   :  •        racy,   the 

trading  ur  COffefpondbig  wi:h  pi- 
rates I  to  be  I 
without  the  bf-ntrit  of  clergy  ;  and 
it  was  apprehended,  that  per!..:), 
who  had  innocently  traded  with 
the  Americans,  mi^ht,  by  con- 
llruftion  of  law,  and  coupling 
meaning  with  the  prefent  bill, 
have  been  fuhjefted  to  the  penal- 
ties of  thefe  ftatutes.  The  llatute 
8  George  I.  chap.  24.  was  ac- 
cordingly called  for  and  read,  to 
fhew  that  the  erf  und  of  jealoofy 
was  fairly  Rated,  and  the  inference 
clearly  made  out. 

The  firft  appearance  of  a  difpo- 
fition  to  relax  in  any  degree  with 
refjneft  to  Ae  bill,  or  to  affent  to 
thejuftice  of  any  objections  that 
were  made  to  it,  was  upon  this 
occafion  (hewn  by  the  minifter. 
He  difclaimed  for  himfelf,  and  for 
the  framers  and  fupporters  of  the 
bill  in  general,  every  intention  of 
wrong,  opprcflinn,  ;md  injuftice, 
and  the  fmnl'eit  defi^'n  of  extend- 
ing ita  operation  beyond  its  avowed 
object,,  and  therefore  agreed  to 
the  amendment  with  the  urmofl 
cheerfulnef;,  hoping  thereby  to 
remove  every  partible  ground  of 
jealoufy. 

This  fuccefs,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  flexibility  which  attended 


it,  encouraged  the  framcr  of  the 
.imendment  to  propole  another  of 
ftifl  more  general  imporranc'. ,  tend- 
ing to  remove  the  great  civ. 

1  and  contention,  the  genera! 
power  of  co:j  mitment,  and  the 
operarion  of  the  bill  in  this  coun- 
try. For  this  purpefe  he  moved, 
Thr.t  no  perfoi.  lhall  be  fecuu 
detained,  under,  or  by  virtue  of 
this  aft,  for  high  t  .   fuf- 

picion  cf  high  trealon,  uniefs  fuch 
perlon   (hall    be    charged  to   have 
been   locally  refidcr.t  in    his 
iefty'i  faid  col  <nie»  and  plantations 
in  North  .at  the  time  he 

fKall  be  charged  with,  or  fukxeted 
of  commit 

Btlides  luch  .  rguments 

Which  we  have  already  Bated,  as 
applied  particularly  to  the  l'ubjett 
of  the    motion,   it  was  further  lup- 

i  on  the  fallowing  grounds. 
That  the  power  cf  gen<<al  com- 
mitment had  a  molt  dark  ar.  j  dan* 

s  afpeft.  That  as  the  bill 
Hood  at  prelcnt,  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  was  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty  under  the  pretence  of 
trcafon  committed  in  America,  al- 

h  he  had  never  been  out  of 
his  own  county  or  parifh.  That 
it  wa»  abford  and  prepoftcrous  to 
continue  the  bill  undrr  its  prefent 
title,  which  related  to  America 
only,  when  by  conftruftion  of  law 
it  was  meant  to  include  Great- Bri- 
tain. That  in  reafon  and  faft,  a 
psrfon  never  out  of  Kn^Lnd,  could 
not  be  guilty  of  high  treafon  com- 
mitted in  America  ;  if  not,  but 
that  it  is  fuppofed  he  may  be  guil- 
ty of  that  crime  in  this  country, 
why  not  hold  that  language  in  the 
bill,  and  add  to  the  title,  the 
words  •«  or  in  Great-Britain  ;" 
And  they  contended,  that  the  mi- 
niiters  could  net  do  lefs  in  con- 
form tty 
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formity  with  their  own  profeflions,     and  moft   animated  debates,  that 


if  they  were  really  fincere  in  them, 
than  to  grant  the  fecurity  requir- 
ed, by  a  compliance  with  the  pre- 
fent  motion. 

On  the  other  fide,  feveral  cafes 
were  quoted,  in  which,  by  con- 
firmation of  law,  charges  of  trea- 
fon  laid  to  be  committed  in  one 
place,  though  they  were  after- 
wards proved  to  be  committed  In 
another,  were  notwithstanding  ad- 
mitted as  valid ;  and  they  con- 
tended, that  though  an  ofFence 
might  be  committed  here,  by  a 
perfon  who  had  never  been  out 
of  the  kingdom,  yet  its  operation 
In  America,  would  constitute  one 
complete  offence.  The  fail  might 
not  be  criminal,  in  the  firlt  in- 
flance,  and  might  become  cri- 
minal afterwards  from  its  con- 
fequences,  and  yet,  by  a  fair  and 
juftifiable  construction  of  law,  be 
deemed  one  compleat  act.  They 
concluded,  that  the  propoled  ciaui'e 
would  deftroy  one  of  the  main 
purpofes  of  the  bill ;  and  thai  it 
would  not  afford  any  protection 
to  the  innocent,  although  it 
might  effectually  fcreen  the  guilty. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  re- 
jected upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  49  to  14. 

Though  all  the  grounds  of  ar- 
gument feemed  exhausted  on  both 
fides,  in  the  long  and  frequent 
contention  which  attended  this 
bill  in  every  part  of  its  pro- 
grefb,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
difputants  might,  by  this  time, 
have  been  well  deemed  in  the  fame 
fituation,  yet  the  vigour  of  the 
combatants  feemed  to  grow  with 
the  toil,  and  the  third 


Feb.   17th. 


reading,  produced  one 


of  the   longed,    moit   interesting, 
5 


has  been  known. 

Mr.  Dunning,  who  firfl  laid 
open  the  principle  and  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  had  fince  been  inde- 
fatigable,  both  in  his  general  op- 
position, and  his  endeavours  to 
difarm  it  of  fome  of  thofe  powers 
which  he  confidejed  as  the  moft 
dangerous,  not  difcouraged  by 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Powys's  laft 
claufe  of  amendment  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading,  propofed  another, 
nearly  fimilar,  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  rider.  He  in- 
troduced the  amendment  with  a 
fpeech  fraught  with  legal  and 
profeflional  knowledge,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  ability,  he  went 
through  and  examined  the  whole 
courfeof  controverfy  on  both  fides, 
and  having  eombated  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  ufed  in 
fuppcrt  of  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  the  evil  confequences  to  be 
apprehended  in  its  prefent  State, 
moved  an  additional  claufe  to  the 
following  purport :  Provided  alfo, 
and  be  it  hereby  declared,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  is  in- 
tended, or  Shall  be  construed,  to 
extend  to  the  cafe  of  any  other  pri- 
foner,  or  prifoners,  than  fuch,  as 
have  been  in  fome  one  of  the 
colonies  before-mentioned,  or  on 
the  high  Seas,  at  the  time  or  times 
of  the  offence  or  offences,  where- 
with he  or  they  Shall  be  charged. 

A  gentleman,  who  fat  net  far 
from  the  Minister  on  the  treafury 
bench,  agreed  to  receive  the  claufe 
in  part,  if  the  mover  would  admit 
an  amendment  of  his  own  to  be  in- 
terwoven with,  and  added  to  it  ; 
viz.  that  the  words,  4<  In  fome 
"  oire  cf  the  colonies ,  or  on  the  high 
"feas,"  fhould   be   left  out,  and 

the 
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the  words,  •'  Out  of  the  realm," 
inferted  in  their  room  ;  and  that 
the  following  words,  "  Or  of  •■which 
"  they  Jhail  be  jufpeclcd,'"  lhouid  be 
added  to,  and  conclude  the  origi- 
nal claufe. 

If  this  amendment  did  not 
afford  all  that  was  wiflied,  the 
acceptance  of  the  claufe,  even  in 
its  prefen t  form,  was,  however, 
an  object  of  great  confluence 
with  the  minority,  who  now  con- 
sidered the  bill  as  having  nearly 
Jofc  two  of  its  moft  dangerous 
fangs;  the  Jalt,  though  not  en- 
tirely drawn,  bein;:  now  tolera- 
bly blunted.  But  this  concelfion 
was  far  from  being  pleafing  to 
that  part  of  the  majority,  who 
had  a;  all  times  been  eager  in 
the  puifuit  of  the  molt  violent  mea- 
fures  againft  America,  and  who 
were  alfo  luppofed  to  be  much 
difpofed  to  the  fupport  or  ella- 
bliihment  of  a  ftrong  government 
at  home. 

Whilft  fome  of  the  gentlemen 
under  this  defcription  were  repro- 
bating the  clauie,  and  contend- 
ing that  the  bill,  even  in  i:s  ori- 
ginal ftate,  did  not  convey  all 
the  powers  with  which  it  was 
neceffary  to  arm  the  crown  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
they  difcovered,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  aHonifhrnent,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  had  totally  changed  his 
tone  upon  that  fubject.  He  now 
exculpated  himfelf  in  particular, 
and  adminiilration  in  general, 
from  every  intention  of  eliablifh- 
ing  any  unconftitutional  prece- 
dents, or  of  feeking  or  wifhing 
any  powers  to  be  entrufted  ei- 
ther to  the  crown  or  to  them- 
felves,  which  were  capable  of 
being    employed    to    bad    or    op- 

Vo*..  XX 


preffive  purpofes;  difavowed  all 
defign  of  extending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  beyond  its  open 
and  avowed  objects ;  faid  it  was 
intended  for  America,  not  for 
Great-Britain;  that  as  he  would 
aflc  for  no  power  that  was  not 
wanted,  fo  he  would  fcorn  to  re-, 
ceive  it  by  any  covert  means; 
and  whilft  he  exprefled  his  con- 
cern for  the  jealoufy  excited  by 
any  ambiguity  that  appeared  in, 
the  b;ll,  hoped  that  the  prefent 
amended  clauie  would  afford  full 
Satisfaction  to  the  gentlemen  on. 
the  other  fide  of  the  houle,  and 
that  the  law  would  now  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  all  par- 
ties. 

This  unexpected  conduft  caufed 
great  diffatisfaction  on  his  own 
fide.  Thofe  who  had  been  the 
avowed  fupporters  of  the  bill, 
thought  themfelves  particularly 
ill  treated.  They  were  engaged 
in  a  very  unpopular,  and  what 
might  have  turned  out  a  very 
odious  bufinefs;  and  after  they  had 
worked  through  it  with  unufual 
toil,  and  encountered  no  fmall 
fhare  of  obloquy  by  the  way, 
they  were  deferted  at  the  very 
inuant  of  completion,  and  that  in. 
fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed  calcu- 
lated merely  to  difgrace  the  whole 
meafure,  to  confirm  all  the  charges 
and  furmifes  of  their  adverfaries, 
and  to  fix  all  the  odium  upon, 
them. 

It  was,  however,  obferved  be- 
fore, that  'he  court  parties  were 
far  from  being  united  ;  that  ad- 
miniftration  d:d  not  draw  kindly 
together ;  that  the  crown  lawyers 
did  not  agree;  thefe  circumftances 
occafioned  the  humorous  obfer- 
vation  of  a  gentleman  in  the 
[E]  mine- 
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minority,  that  adminiihation  were 
as  much  at  variance,  as  the  title, 
preamble,  and  body  of  the  bill. 

Though  the  amended  claufe  was 
much  oppofed  in  debate,  it  was, 
however,  at  length  received  with- 
out a  divifion.  The  minority 
could  not  now  conceal  their  joy 
and  triumph.  A  gentleman  emi- 
nent for  his  eloquence  and  abi- 
lities, felicitated  the  houfe  and 
the  nation  on  the  efcape  they  had 
from  at  lealt  a  temporary  ftate 
of  tyranny,  and  which  was  per- 
haps intended,  in  good  time,  to 
have  been  rendered  perpetual. 
He  congratulated  the  mir.' 
who  notwith Handing  their  v. 
nefs  in  number,  had  accomplish- 
ed that  happy  event,  by  their 
correction  of  fo  reprehenfible  and 
dangerous  a  bill;  though  a  :  i 
rity,  the  minifters  were  not  on- 
ly convinced,  but  afh'amed,  and 
had  accepted  of  their  alteration. 
The  r.obie  Lord  at  the 
of  affairs,  he  faid,  was  obliged  to 
the  minority  alone,  for  digefting, 


altering,  and   correcting   his  bill  j 
neither   he    nor  owed 

any    obligation     to    his    numerous 
iriends     the    r  were 

ready    to   fwall.nv    ii  all    its 

original  crudities,  errors,  injulcice, 
and  cruelty. 

ri  .  eir    gaining  urite 

point,  did    not  prevent    their    11  ill 
Inuing      to     combat,     though 
more   .  .pie  ot  the 

bill,  and  carrying  jhreir  oppofi- 
r  a  long  and  late  de- 
bate, to  a  di<  ifion  upon  the  que- 
(lion  of  the  third  reading,  which 
was  carried  againft  t  a  ma: 

jority   of    -12   to    35.      The    main 
queftion    being  then  put,   that  the 
pafs,  it  was  cai  1  ied  without 
a  divifion. 

The  biil  p-nfled  the  Lords  with- 
out debate  or  amendment;  the 
minority  peer's  having  lo  gene- 
rally ab  fen  ted  themlelves  from 
;  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don found  himfelf  alone  in  enter- 
ing a  proteft  againil  it. 


CHAP. 
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II       A 


V. 


the    cc?>:mittee  of  fupply.      Motion    by    the    mi;. 
Contrails    am  d   en.      Payment   cf  an   unexpected  demand 

fa  e  frt  in   the 
.  'unities  of  Lord 

the   erdi  re  ..  rged.      Great 

:tes.      Tr  .d  in   the 

committee  cf  the  dijeharge  <s  incur >  .  civil 

iijl   ejlabli foment,    and  for    an    annual    augmentation    of  that    rev 
Debates  renewed  upon   receiving  :  from  the  committee  cf  fupply. 

Firf    re  .out  a   dixifion.      Amena  ed  to   the 

ndment    rej  ...tion    cmried   upon 

a  .  hated  in  the   H  Vets  of  concur- 

rent I  cf  De  by.      .  by 

of  Rockingham.      Amendment  rejeded  upon  a  divijion.      Previous  queftion 
moved   fy   the  Du  rfton,  and  rejeaed.  "  Addrefs   carried  upon  a 

divijion.     Pic     .. 


s 


E  V  E  R  A  L  accounts  of  the 
extraordinary  unprovided  fer- 
vices of  the  w  ir,  having  been 
laid  before  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply, and  two  resolutions 
by    the  minitfer,  that    the    fum   of 

Feb.    »,-ft.  ^^   \he 

granted       by 

the  laft  vc:e  cf  credit,  and  the  far- 
ther   fum    of    [,2CO,oc 

ranted  for  the  difcharge  of 
thole    fervices,     the    enormi  • 

expence   under   this    head,    a- 

mounting     to     2,170,0001.     and 

i    to  exceed   tha:  of 

ear  of  the  laft  war,  when  we 
fupported  very  great  fleets  and 
armies  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  gave  rife  to  fome  warm  a:.d 
confide  able*    bate. 

A  great    bum  >er    of  objections 
were  made,  as  weil    to  the  mam  er 

ing  the  accounts,  as  to  the 
charges  in  various  articles  cf  the 
expenditure.  It  was  laid,  that 
the  former  were  fo  involved,  per- 
plexed, and  obfeure,  as   to  be  in 


a     great     meafure    unintelligible. 

That  thofc  account  related 

to     the    difpofal    of     the    money 

granted     by    the     vote    of    credit, 

miv<  Ived  with 

thofe  which   appertained    to  other 

arid  fervices,    that  they  were 

abfolutely  inextricable.     That  be- 

their  general    confufion,  and 

that   fr.ee  of  darknefs  which  over- 

fpread   the  whole,    great    funis    of 

money  we're  charged  in   the  grofs 

to    fundry    fervices,     without    any 

exf ti  >n,  or  the  fmalleft  fpeci- 

fication  of  particulars.  That  it 
was  one  of  the  rint  duties  of  par- 
liament to  enquire  in  the  Jlrideft 
manner  into  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money  ;  they  were  fent 
there  by  their  c&nflituents  to 
wat:h  over  their  interefts,  and  to 
controul  the  executive  power;  if 
they  failed  in  the  execution'  of 
this  truft,  they  were  no  loneer 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
and  they  had  no  longer  any  pre- 
tence to  fie  there.  And,  :hev 
1*1  *  faid. 
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faid,  that  it  was  a  mockery  of 
the  Commons,  to  lay  a  heap  of 
indigefted,  ambiguous,  or  unin- 
telligible papers  before  them,  un- 
der the  colour  and  name  of  giving 
a  fair  ftatement  of  the  difpolal  of 
the  public  money. 

With  refpect  to  particular 
charges,  the  contracts  for  horfes, 
for  tranfports,  and  for  rum,  afford- 
ed the  principal  fubjects  of  ani- 
madverfion.  It  was  faid,  that 
round  fums  of  money  were  charged 
in  a  fingle  line,  for  the  purchafe, 
or  the  keeping  of  the  former, 
without  any  fpecification  of  price 
or  number.  That  the  charge 
made  for  the  hire  of  fhipping  in 
the  tranfport  fervice,  was  very  con- 
fiderably  above  the  ufual  price, 
without  any  adequate  caufe  for 
the  rife.  That  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  whilit 
trade  was  ftill  fiourifhing,  and  a 
greater  demand  confequently  for 
fhipping,  they  were  hired  at  the 
rate  of  9s.  per  ton,  but  now, 
when  trade  is  nearly  annihilated, 
and  a  vaft  number  of  merchant 
fhips  confequently  out  of  employ, 
government  generoufly  raifes  the 
price  without  regard  to  the  mar- 
ket, and  faddles  an  already  ruined 
and  plundered  nation,  with  an  un- 
warranted additional  expence  of 
four  or  five  millings  in  the  ton, 
and  that  for  every  month  in  the 
year,  merely  to  gratify  and  enrich 
a  few  rapacious  contractors. 

But  the  contracts  for  fupplying 
the  army  in  America  with  rum, 
afforded  a  wider  field  for  animad- 
verfion,  and  were  more  feverely 
fcrutinized  than  any  others. 
Thefe,  it  was  faid,  fo  far  as  their 
terms  were  acknowledged,  were 
rated  at  about  four  (hillings  a 
gallon,  which  was  full  a  milling 
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higher  than  the  market  price. 
But  this  impofition  upon  the  pub- 
lic was  not  fufficient.  The  fame 
perfon,  whofe  charge  had  been 
allowed  for  the  purchafe  and 
keeping  of  horfes  without  tale, 
had  alfo  been  favoured  with  the 
privilege  and  benefit  of  fupply- 
ing rum  in  the  aggregate,  without 
the  trouble  or  inconvenience  of 
afcertair  ing  any  quantity.  This 
perfon  had  obtained  credit  for  the 
grofs  fum  of  35,0001.  wrote  off 
in  two  lines,  "  For  rum  delivered 
"  in  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
"  forces  there,"  without  the 
fmalleft  fpecification  of  the  quan- 
tity, the  quality,  the  price,  the 
time  when  delivered,  or  the  per- 
fons  by  whom  received.  Such, 
faid  they,  are  the  accounts  laid 
before  parliament,  to  enable  the 
Commons  to  do  juftice  to  their 
conftituer.ts,  and  to  afford  them 
the  fatisfaction  of  knowing,  that 
their  money  was  not  more  wifely 
bellowed,  than  frugally  applied. 
They  can  no  longer  entertain 
any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
their  governors,  or  the  watchful 
attention  of  their  reprefentatives, 
when  they  fee  fuch  an  item  as 
3c, pool,  (truck  off  at  once  to  an 
obfcure  perion,  without  the  ac- 
companyment  of  a  fingle  ray  of 
light,  or  the  fmallefl  collateral 
proof  or  circumftance,  which 
might  tend  to  fatisfy  them  that 
the  tran faction  was  a  fair  one, 
or,  if  foul  and  difhoneft,  which 
might  lead  to  the  detection  of  the 
fraud. 

This  difcuffion  led  to  much  fevere 
reflection  upon  contractors  in  gene- 
ral, and  the  undue  influence  obtain* 
ed,  and  the  pernicious  confequences 
that  attended  the  granting  of 
contrails     \q    members     of    that 

houfe, 
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noufe.  This,  they  faid,  carried 
the  dangerous  properties  of  a  two- 
edged  fword,  which  cut  fatally 
both  ways  at  once.  The  na- 
tional tieafure  was  fquandered  in 
an  iniquitous  contract,  and  the 
contractor  was  bribed  with  their 
own  money  to  betray  the  in- 
terelts  of  hi?  confutuents.  The 
ruinous  confluences  of  the  tranf- 
action  were  extended  flill  farther, 
and  impeded  all  the  parts  of  the 
public  fervice.  The  contractor, 
fully  fenfible  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  obtained  the  fa- 
vour, well  knowing  that  it  was 
eftimated  to  him  at  all  the  mo- 
ney which  it  could  pofiibly  pro- 
duce, that  the  manner  of  fulfil- 
ling the  contract  was  not  at  all 
thought  of,  and  that  he  would 
be  entirely  covered  from  all  en- 
quiry into  his  conduct,  laid  him- 
self out  without  caution  or  appre- 
hension, to  make  the  moit  of  his 
bargain. 

Thus  it  was,  they  faid,  that 
our  armies  and  fleets  were  ren- 
dered incapable  of  fervice  ;  and 
thus,  without  fighting,  our  brave 
feamen  and  foldiers  were  de- 
flroyed  by  bad  and  unwholefome 
provifions.  The  very  excefs  of 
the  calamity,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  hofpitals,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  one  job,  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  intended  profit 
for  others.  From  hence  it  was, 
that  lean  beef  and  carrion  pork 
were  falted  in  the  heat  of  the 
dog  days,  and  fent  off  from  Ire- 
land to  New  York  and  Canada. 
From  hence,  damaged  American 
flour,  which  having  out-palled  the 
market,  had  lain  in  the  ware- 
houfes  of  London  and  Briftol, 
till  it  became  totally  unmerchant- 
able,   was    bought  up   at   a  con- 


temptible price,  and  fent  back 
to  the  continent  which  produced 
it,  to  fpread  infection  and  death 
through  the  Britiih  army  and 
navy,  whillt  the  nation  was  pay- 
ing for  thut  trafh,  the  higheft 
price  that  was  given  for  the  belt 
Englifli  flour.  And  thus,  they 
faid,  was  a  mod  unhappy  and 
ruinous  civil  war  prolonged,  and 
rendered  (till  more  fatal,  by  the 
corrupt  and  fhameful  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted. 

The  minifter  took  very  con- 
siderable pains  to  obviate  the 
intricacy  of  the  accounts,  and 
to  fupply  their  deficiency  by  ex- 
planation. He  dated  the  num- 
ber and  price  of  the  horfes,  and 
infilled  that  they  were  purchafed 
in  the  moll  advantageous  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  moll  reafon- 
able  terms.  He  denied  that  the 
hire  of  Shipping  had  advanced  fo 
much  in  price  as  had  been  Hated. 
He  faid  the  price  given  by  govern- 
ment for  tranfports,  and  which 
it  did  not  exceed,  was  twelve 
{hillings  and  fix-pence  per  ton. 
That  however  confiderable  that 
rife  was,  beyond  the  Aandard 
price  in  time  of  peace,  nothing 
could  be  more  reafonable  or 
equitable.  Infurance  had  rifen 
to  an  enormous  pitch.  Seameng 
wages  were  more  than  doubled. 
Government  employed  none  but 
the  bell  and  (loutefl  fhips.  Thefa 
were  armed,  and  provided  for 
war  and  defence.  Thus,  befidet 
the  advance  on  wages,  the  mer- 
chant was  obliged  to  employ  a 
double  number  of  hands.  And 
that  it  was  evidently  impoflible 
for  him  to  fupport  all  thofe  ex- 
traordinary charges,  without  2 
confiderable  advance  on  the  price 
of  tonnage. 

[£]  3  Tht 
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The  affair  of  the  rum  con- 
tracts, rather  afforded  more  trou- 
ble to  the  noble  Lord  than  any 
other.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
the  price  given  on  that  contradt, 
which  had  excited  (o  much  cen- 
fure  and  ridicule  from  its  being 
unaccompanied  with  any  fpecifi- 
cation  in  the  account  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  was  five  (hillings 
and  three-pence  per  gallon.  But 
inftead  of  admitting  any  want  of 
attention  or  oeconomy  in  the  giv- 
ing of  this  high  price,  the  lower 
rates  of  the  other  contracts  were 
brought  as  proof's  of  the  greateft 
vigilance  and  frugality,  and  it 
was  almoft  infir.uated,  that  the 
contractors  muft  be  lofers  upon 
them. 

'  A  round  fum  of  44,0001. 
which  Had  been  charged  in  the 
accounts  as  iflued  to  Col.  Fawcit, 
without  any  explanation,  or  Spe- 
cification of  purpofe,  was  among 
thofe  items  which  had  undergone 
ejehfure,  and  which  was  now  ac- 
ed  for,  by  (hewing  that  it  had 
been  applied  to  fatisfy  an  un- 
expected demand,  made  by  the 
rave  of  Heffe  for  levy- mo- 
ney. °This  demand  was  founded 
upon  the  treaty  of  1755,  though  no 
notice  whatsoever  had  been  taken 
of  it  in  the  late  treaty. 

The  mini  iter  represented  the 
nd  to  be  fair,  though  an- 
ted, and  the  payment  of  the 
money  to  be  of % courfe  equitable 
2nd  neceiTary.  The  Landgrave 
had  quoted  the  treaty  of  1755 
as  a  precedent;  that  treaty  was 
particularly  underflood  to;  be  the 
bafis  of  the  prefent  :  this  was 
prefumed  to  draw  after  it  all  the 
advantages  of  the  former,  as 
as  to  fecure  the  due  performance 
of    its     own     particular    engage- 
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ments ;  thus  the  good  faith  fub- 
fifting  between  both  parties,  com- 
pelled Adminiftration  to  accede  to 
the  juftice  of  the  claim.  That 
prince,  faid  they,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  this  money,  if 
his  troop-  had  never  Itirred  out 
of  Germany  ;  but  under  the  cir- 
cumitances  of  their  going  to,  and 
ferving  in  America,  he  fhouli 
ftirely,  not  only  be  entitled  to  all 
the  advantages  deducible  to  him 
by  former  or  prefent  treaties,  but 
thefe  fhould  even  be  conitrucd  li- 
berally in    his  favour. 

As  to  other  objections  that 
had  been  made,  it  was  contend- 
ed, that  the  ftiiclelt  ceeonomy, 
and  greateft  frugality,  had  pre- 
vailed in  all  the  departments  of  . 
government;  that  the  contracts 
had  been  conducted  with  the 
gre;  teft  prudence  and  judgment, 
and  the  beft  poffible  terms  ob- 
tained from  the  contractors.  It 
was  denied,  that .  any  preference 
had  been  given  to  members  of 
that  houfe  in  contrails.  They 
were  always  entered  into  with 
thofe  who  feemed  the  moil  able, 
and  who  were  the  beft  calculated 
to  fulfil  their  obligations.  Thar, 
however,  there  was  nothing  par- 
ticular in  the  fituation  of  a  gen- 
tleman's holding  a  feat  in  that 
houfe  which  mould  exclude  him 
from  the  advantages  he  might 
otherwise  derive  as  a  man  of  bu- 
finefs,  either  from  his  engage- 
ments with  the  public,  or  with 
individuals.  Tha:  lome  bad  pro- 
vifions  had  been  fent  to  Ame- 
rica was  acknowledged  ;  but  that 
was  attributed  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  fuddennefs  of 
the  demand.  When  good  meat 
could  not  be  procured,  cattle  muft 
be    killed,     though    even    out   of 

feafoa 
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feafon  and  condition,  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  in  the  bed  poffible 
manner.  Such  judiciouj  .'neafures, 
ft  was  laid,  were  now,  however, 
purlutd,  as  would  prevent  all 
complaints  of  this  nature,  and 
provide    for     every    future   contin- 

•- 
On  the  other  fide,   the  rapacity 

of  the  Prinre  of  HeiTl-  was  con- 
demned in  the  ltrongeit  tern;s,  and 
the  payment  of  his  unjuit  and  ex- 
orbitant demand,  repiefentcd  as  a 
.  and  wafte 
of  :he  public  treafure.  Why  was 
not  this  levy-money  fettled  at  the 
time  of  making  the  treaty  ?  or  why 
was  an  imperfect  treaty  brought  to 
obtain  a  partial  fanclion  from  par- 
liament ?  The  treaty  ot 
filould  govern  both  parties  ;  or 
govern  neither.  The  Landgrave 
fhoulu  either  abide  by  that,  or  by 
the  other  of  1775.  If  by  the 
former,  let  him  take  it  with  all 
its  fpecial  conditions,  with  its] 
money,  and  fingle  fubfidy  :  if  by 
the  latter,  let  him  have  his  double 
fubfidy,  but  no  levy- money. 
to  make  a  new  bargain,  to  give 
him  feveral  lingular  benefits  and 
advantage.-,  which  were  not  Co 
much  as  thought  of  in  the  old 
treaty  ;  and  after  the  mol:  full  and 

t  ratification  of  the  new,  to 
JufFer  him  then  to  pick  and 
every  thing  out  of  both  the  trea- 
ties, which  tended  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage, and  the  filling  of  his  cof- 
fers>  was  declared  in  very  tirong 
terms,  to  be  fuch  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic trull  and  minifteral  duty,  as 
would,  even  within  very  late 
years,  have  drawn  upon  the  au- 
thors, the  molt  decided  and  un- 
equivocal   marks  of  parliamentary 

nation  and  refentment. 


arising  from  the  heavy  load  of  debt 
which  had  been  accumulated  on  the 
civ'l  lilt  eltabliihment  fince  the 
year  1769,  had  been  long  publicly 
known  ;  and  the  confequent  di- 
s  of  that  very  numerous  body 
of  people,  who  are  dependent  on, 
or  in  forne  way  connected  with  it, 
were  fo  notorious,  and  in  many 
infrances  fo  grievous,  that  this 
matter  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 
become  reproachful  to  the  nation, 
as  well  as  difgraceful  to  royalty. 
An  application  to  parliament  on 
this  fubjeft,  had  accordingly  been 
expected  during  the  J^ng 

feflions  ;  but  the  unhappy  itate  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  valt  and 
continual  calls  upon  the  national 
treafure  for  the  fupport  of  the 
American  war,  were  luch  difcou- 
g  circumflances  to  the  Mini- 
as  to  reltrain,  if  not  over- 
come their  zeal,  fo  that  they  had 
not  hitherto1  been  able  to  fummon 
refolution  fufricient  for  making  the 
demand. 

Although  no  very  flattering 
change  had  yet  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  public  affairs,  and 
that  the  public  expences  were  every 
day  becoming  more  enormous,  the 
neceffity  became  at  length  too 
mighty  to  be  contended  with,  and 
arconfiderations  were  obliged 
to  give  way  to  the  prefent  urgency. 
T'ne  minilter  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,,  though  fcarcely  reco- 
vered from  a  fevere  illnefs,  was  ac- 
cordingly obl.ged  to  undertake  a 
talk,  which  would  at  any  time 
have  been  fufficiently  difagreeable, 
but  which  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  public  affairs  was  pecu- 
liarly irkfome. 


He  delivered  a  meflage  A  ^ 

from  the  throne,  in  which     r 
The  embarraffmentof  the  court,    much  concern  was  exprefTed  by  the 

[E]  4  Sovereign 
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Sovereign  at  being  obliged  to  ac-  ply,  there  to  determine  at  once  by 

quaint  them    with   the  difficulties  a  vote,  whether  provifion  fhould  be 

he  laboured  under,  from  debts  in-  made  for   fupplying  the  whole  de- 

curred     by    the    expence.>    of  the  mands,  the  accounts  oftheexpen- 

houfehold,    and   of  the   civil  go-  diture,  the  caufes  of  the  excefs,  the 

vernment,  which  amounted  on  the  means  of  preventing   it   in  future, 

5th    of  the  preceding   January    to  and  the  propriety  of  complying  in 

upwards    of   6oo,cool.     That   he  the  whole  or  in  pan  with  the  requi 


relied  on  the  loyalty  and  affection 
of  h's  faithful  commons,  of  which 
he  had  received  fo  many  fignal 
proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  dif- 
charge  this  debt,  and  that  they 
would  at  the  fame  time  make  feme 
further  provifion  for  the  better  fup 


fitions,  fhould  firil  be  examined  ac- 
curately, and  confidered  with  due 
deliberation,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houle. 

This  motion  accordingly,  which 
was  in  effect,  whether  the  Speaker 
fhould   leave    the    chair,    brought 


port  of  his  houfehold,  and  of  the  out  the  whole  force  of  debate, 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  which  was  long  and  ably  fupport- 
The  meffage  was  attended  with  a  ed,  moftof  the  confiderable  fpeakers 
number  of  papers,  containing  va-  on  both  fides  having  diftinguifhed 
rious  accounts  of  th;  expenditure,  themfelves  in  its  courfe.  Though 
and  a  comparative  ftatement  of  the  the  oppofition  were  united  in  fup- 
whole  amount  of  the  prefent  civil  port  of  the  motion,  they  did  not 
]ift  eftablifhment  from  the  year  totally  correfpond  in  fentiment  as 
1760,  with  that  of  the  produce  of  to  the  original  ground  of  debate, 
the  former  revenues  which  had  One  part,  being  willing  to  dif- 
been  appropriated  to  that  fervice  charge  the  prefent  debt,  as  a  mat- 
during  the  fame  period  ;  the  for-  ter  of  unavoidable  necefiity  which 
mer  being  intended  to  explain  the  could  not  be  remedied,  were,  how- 
caufes  of  excefs  in  the  expendi-  ever,  totally  averfe  to  any  future 
fere,  and  the  latter  to  fnew,  that  augmentation  whatever  of  the  re- 
the  crown  had  been  a  lofer  by  the  venue  ;  whilft  the  other  equally 
bargain  which  it  then  made  with  oppofed  both,  until  the  whole  bu- 
parliament.  A  motion  was  then  finefs  had  undergone  a  full  parlia- 
inade,  and  carried  after  fome  de-  mentary  difcuffion,  when,  they  re- 
bate, that  the  meffage  fhould,  on  fifted,  that  the  prefent  revenue 
that  day  week,  be  referred  to  the  would  be  found  fully  fufficient  for 
confideration  of  the  committee  of  all  its  fair  and  conftitutional  pur- 
fupply.  pofes. 
s  ,  On  the  adjourned  day  for  The  debate  being  fupported  with 
1  n'  taking  the  meffage  into  great  vigour  till  pail  10  o'clock  at 
consideration  by  the  committee  of  night,  the  motion  was  at  length 
fupply,  a  motion  was  made  by  rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  that  the  jorityof28i,  to  114.  The  houfe 
order  of  reference  of  the  9th  in-  being  then  refolved  into  a  commit- 
Jlant  might  be  difcharged.  The  tee  of  fupply,  paffed  two  refolu- 
view  of  this  motion  was,  thatin-  tions  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 
ftead  cf  carrying  the  queltion  di-  That  the  fum  of  618,3401.  fhould 
rectly  into  the  committee  of  fup-  be  granted  to  enable  his  Majefiy 
6  te 
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to  pay  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
expences  of  his  houfehold,  and  of 
his  civil  government,  on  the  5th 
of  January  laft.  .And,  T;iat  the 
fum  of  ioo.o^oI.  a-year,  over  and 
above  t'ne  fum  ot  3?o,oool.  be 
grunted,  as  a  further  provilion  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
houf.hu'.d,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

The  gentlemen  of  the   minority 
ltrongly  oppofed  this  vote.     Their 
oppoiition,   they  laid,   was  founded 
upon   the  purer!   principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,   which  eqaul'y  included  a 
due  attention    to  the  ability,   the 
burthens,     and    the    profperity  of 
the  people,    with   the  molt   perfect 
and  liberal   regard  for  the  honour, 
happinefs,  and  real  interelts  of  the 
Sjvereign.     But   they    contended, 
that  a  compliance  with  the  preient 
application,    in     the    extent  and 
manner  which    was  fought    by  the 
Mini  iters      and    their    adherents, 
would  be  equally   an    aft  of  trea- 
chery to  the  Prince  and  to  t.ie  peo- 
ple, and  a  moft   fhameful  facririce 
of   their  refpecT.ve  interefts.      For 
whillr  they  lamented   the  diftreiTes 
to  which   the  Sovereign  had   been 
reduced,  the  mifei  y  thereby  brought 
upon  great  numbers  of  individuals, 
and  the  circumftances  of  degrada- 
tion  attending  fo  unhappy  a  fitua- 
tion,  they   charged    all  the!e  mif- 
chiefs  to  the  unbounded  and    fcan- 
dalous  profufion  of  the   Minilters, 
and    infilled,    without    referve,  or 
admitting  of  a  doubt,  that  the  pre- 
sent revenue   was    not    only    fully 
fuiheient    to    anfwer    all   the    fair 
and  honeft  purpofes  of  government 
under  the  reftri&ion  of  a  prudent 
ceccnomy,  but  abundantly  to  fup- 
port the  grandeur,  fplendour,   and 
magnificence   of    the  crown,  in  a 
manner  equal  to    it*  own   digni- 
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ty.  and  to  the  greatnefs  even  of 
tnis  nation  in  its  happieft  jera. 
But  inftead  of  being  dedicated  to 
thefe  royal  and  national  objeds  for 
which  it  had  been  granted,  it  was 
applied,  they  faid,  to  the  molt  fa- 
tal purpoles,  whilft  a  great  Mo- 
narch was  reduced  to  (traits  which 
would  have  been  difgraceful  to  a 
private  gentleman,  and  the  lultre 
of  the  crown  was  obfeured  and  tar- 
nifhed,  in  a  manner  before  un- 
known  in  this  country. 

They  faid,  that  it  was  too  ma- 
nifeit  to  admit  of  any  difcuffion, 
that  the  debt  had  been  incurred  in 
carrying  on  and  fupporting  a  fy- 
ltem  of  corruption  ;  that  there  was 
no  man  of  any  party,  who  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  public  affairs, 
who  had  not  an  internal  convidtion, 
that  the  royal  revenues  were  fquan- 
dered  in  obtaining  that  baneful 
and  unbounded  influence,  which 
fwept  every  thing  before  it  ; 
which  had  already  brought  the  na- 
tion to  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  and 
which  had  deprived  us  in  a  very 
great  meafure  of  all  the  benefits 
derived  from  a  limited  government. 
It  was  true,  that  the  conititution 
was  not  now  alarmed  as  heretofore, 
by  the  harm  and  item  voice  of 
prerogative  ;  but  the  danger  was 
now  much  greater;  the  foe  was 
covert,  filent,  and  infidious  ;  and 
his  operations,  though  flower,  were 
much   more  certain. 

They  were  therefore  called  upon, 
they  faid,  by  their  allegiance  as 
well  as  patriotifm,  by  every  tie  of 
public  and  private  duty,  by  a  due 
attention  to  appearances,  as  well 
as  to  the  prefervation  of  their  in- 
tegrity, to  their  perfonal  honour 
as  men,  and  their  aggregate,  as 
bodies  of  the  legiflatur#,  to  re- 
itrain,  inftead  of  augmenting  the 

means 
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means  of  corruption,  and  to  pre- 
vent Minifrers,  under  any  name, 
or  any  pretence,  from  obtaining 
the  difpofal  of  fuch  a  permanent 
revenue,  as  would  render  them 
either  independent  of  parliament, 
or,  (which  would  be  equally  per. 
nicious)  enabie  them  to  ettabl.fh 
fuch  an  influence,  as  might  vir- 
tually prefcribe  its  duties,  orcon- 
troul  its  operations. 

They  did  not  want,  they  faid, 
to  reftrain  the  Sovereign  within 
the  limits  of  a  narrow  ceconomy  ■ 
on  the  contrary,  they  wilhed  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  fhould 
be  great,  fplendid,  magnificent, 
and  generous.  If  he  had  not  al- 
ready had  the  means  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  they  would  rnoft  willingly 
have  concurred  in  affording  them. 
They  were  too  much  interetfed  in 
his  honour  and  happinefs,  in  the 
dignity  of  the  throne  which  he 
filled,  and  the  lultre  and  fplendour 
of  the  crown,  to  hefitate  at  any 
meafures  which  were  neceffary  for 
their  fupport  or  increafe,  and  not 
to  feel  the  greateit  pain,  in  obfcrv- 
in<?  the  Ihameful  manner  in  which 
for  feveral  years  they  had  been  Sa- 
crificed. The  enquiries  which 
they  propofed  would  lay  open  the 
fources  of  all  thofe  evils  which 
were  complained  of,  and  no  doubt 
could  then  be  entertained  of  the 
application  of  effectual  remedies  ; 
whereas  a  blind  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  meffage,  would 
rot  only  nourifh  the  diforder  for 
the  prefent,  but  afford  an  inex- 
hauftible  fupply  for  its  future  fup- 
port. That  the  debts  of  the 
crown  had  not  leng  before  been 
difchar^ed  without  account.  The 
natural  confequervce  has  enfued. 
Another  and  a  larger  demand  is 
made.     A  vaft  annual  increafe   is 


then  afked,    concurrently  with  the 

payment  of  an  enormous  debt,  and 
not  even  the  wretched  fecurity  of  a 
miniflerial  promife  given,  that 
new  debrs  will  not  be  contracted, 
and  new  augmentations  demanded. 

Such  being  the  avowed  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  oppofitiou  was 
founded,  the  debates  of  courfe 
turned  principally  upon  the  nature 
of  the  accounts  before  them,  the 
cnufes  ofexcefsin  the  expenditure, 
the  fuiliciency  of  the  prefect  reve- 
nue for  its  pnrpofes,  and  the  ques- 
tions arifing  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  the  crown  had  Sacrificed  its 
immediate  inteiefts  in  favour  of 
the  public,  by  accepting  a  certain 
revenue  of  8oo,occl.  a  year,  in 
the  place  of  the  appropriated  du- 
ties, the  produce  of  which,  it  was 
contended,  had  amounted  to  a 
much  greater  fum  in  the  time  that 
intervened  fince  that  period  ;  from 
whence  it  was  inferred,  that  the 
crown  had  acquired  an  equitable 
claim,  as  well  for  the  difcharge  of 
its  former  debt  in  the  year  1760, 
as  for  the  fupply  of  its  prefent  de- 
mands. Much  collateral  matter 
was  of  courfe  introduced  in  the  dif- 
cuffions  which  arofe  under  thefe  ge- 
ntry i   heads. 

The  infufficiency,  defigncd  ob- 
fcurity,  and  total  lack  of  informa- 
tion, which  were  charged  to  the 
accounts  by  the  oppofition,  afforded 
a  boundlei's  field  for  animadversion, 
and  much  fcope  for  argument,  to 
(hew  the  propriety  and  neceiiity,  if 
they  wifhed  to  underit?.nd  any 
j  of  the  fubjecl,  to  difcharge 
uerof  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  and  difpofe 
VKes  iri  co  a  con  mittee  of  en- 
quiry, in  order  if  poMible  to  deve- 
lope  and  throw  fome  light  opori 
that  chaos  of  confuiion  and  dark- 

aefs 
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r.efs   whkh  was   now    laid    before 
them. 

The  accounts,  they  Paid,  car- 
ried I  ..on,  that 
they  were  fabricated  to  perplex, 
1                             1  ;     that    t] 

they  were 

bear 

l    and 

)  n  fo 

xd  tO 

purpofes,  that  the 
Mini!  avow   ks 

..or  venture  to  com:: 
.  rous     a     kfi    .vicdge    to     the 
jnaccomp 
by  any   voucher,   by  any  collateral, 
or    c  fervatton,     that 

could   give    them    even  that  c 
of  ac 

for  their  appearance  before  { 
mcnt; 

of  its    attention.     Every    man   of 
bufir,  accounts 

'j re    in    fan.   no  ac- 
count- 

nt  or    fettlemei 
any      1 

they    be    alii^ed  in  any   co 
J u Jl ;  t  e    or    1 

them   iftafed     ceitain    fums,    . 
unit.'.  neratcd    h 

fmallell    mention    to 
n    they  were  paid,  or  to  what 

m,   were  a 

at  de- 

:i  ;   fo  that   the 
I  would 

have  le  if  it 

had  been  given    in  the    grLk,  and 
.■  of  tht    one,   with    the   total 
of  the    other,     ltruck  off   in    two 
lines. 

The  conduct  of  fome  of  the  court 
department?    was     leverely    1 
hended.     The   Deputy  Auditor  of 
the  Exchequer,    me    frcafurer  of 


the  Chamber,   and    the    Mailer  of 
the  H  ten  the  a;ccu:)C  1 

Jiture     in     their     rc!p. 
is    demanded,    return    for 
id  they,   that    the) 
no  materials  for  that  purpole,  and 
that  it  is    inip'.ffible   for  them    to 
make  up  any  fuch   accounts  as  are 
reqjircd.     This    they    rcprefented 
as   a  flight    and  contempt  of  the 
was  equaljy    unpre- 
cedented   and    unpardonable  ] 
.  cr  their    preient   difp, 
t    be  to  overlook,  foch  treat- 
,  and    however   a  knowledge 
of  that  difpoiition  was  the  means  of 
:ing    it,     this    conduct  they 
crcd   as  eftablilhing  one   in- 
rovertible    fact,     thai 
been  originally  determined  to  keep 
them  totally   in  the  dark,  and  that 
nt,    nor    fatisfadtory 
.   D,  fhould  ever  come  be- 
. 

me    of    the     accounts 
had   been     produced,    and 
e  peo- 
tha:     the 
:   had  conferred  a  great  favour, 
and   wis  a  gre  1  bar- 

gain public    in    the   vear 

.   were    f  .  .  ith  other 

icb  were  (o  far  more 
.  immediate  attempt 
of  1  m  pout  ion  by  ov  bag  the 

fa  more  criminal, 
than  a  model!,  or  timid  attempt  to 
conceal  pad  rr.i  ("con  duct,  or  profli- 
gacy, in  the  estimate  of  the 
amount  0.  is  molt  imp:  j- 

pcrly  called)  the  heredkarv  reve- 
nue, or  properly  the  appropriated 
duties,  tor  me  lall  lk.tcen  ye.rs, 
compared  with  that  of  the  actual 
ill  revenue,  a  great  iurpiuf- 
ageisftated,  and  reprefented  as  fo 
much  lofs  to  the  crown  by  refiga- 
ing  the    former,  although  in  fat, 

the 
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the  greater  part  of  this  furplus 
arifes  from  a  parliamentary  fund, 
which  had  no  exigence  in  the  year 
1760,  and  to  which,  if  it  had,  the 
crown  could  not  have  laid  the 
fmalleft  ^pretention.  This  fund 
was  created  by  the  poft-ofEce  act 
of  the  5th  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  in  this  eftimate,   with  an  evi- 


the  board  of  works,  penfions,  an- 
nuities,  fecret  fervice,  and  am- 
baffadors.  Ic  was  obferved,  that 
the  excefs  in  thofe  penfions,  which 
were  paid  by  the  paymaiterof  that 
department,  in  the  late  period, 
compared  with  the  expenditure 
under  the  fame  head  of  the  laft 
eight    years    of    the    late    reion, 


dent  view  of  impofition  upon  the  amounted  to  113,2931.     That  the 

public,  and    deception  on    parlia-  excefs    in    penfions    and  annuities 

xnent,    is   artfully    brought   to   ac-  paid  at  the  exchequer,  d.rring  the 

count  on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  un-  fame  periods,  amounted  to  8  3,^46]. 

der  a  fuppofition,  that  the   muki-  And  that  the  excefs  under  the  head 

plicity  and  perplexity  of  figures,  of  fecret  fervice,  was  63,5591.  al- 

with  the  indolence  and  inattention  though   the  laft  eight  years  of  the 


fo  prevalent  in  public  affairs,  would 
effectually  operate  in  preventing 
detection.  They  faid,  that  if  one 
falfe  article  in  any  account  could 
be  proved,  and  that  it  was  mani- 


late  King,  included  the  greateft 
part  of  the  late  glorious  war,  when 
the  demands  for  that  fervice  muft 
have  been  great  and  neceflary,  and 
events    fufficiently    told,    that   the 


feftly  brought  in  by  defign,  as  in  expenditure  was  applied  to purpofes 
the  prefent  inftance,  it  was  a  fair  truly  national, 
and  allowed  deduction,  that  the  Thus,  faid  they,  the  excefs, 
whole  account  was  falfe.  They  under  thefe  three  fufpicious  articles 
concluded  therefore,  that  from  the  only,  does  not  fall  greatly  fhort  of 
withholding  of  all  fpecification,  one  half  of  the  prefent  incurred 
and  every  voucher,  which  could  debt;  and  if  to  this  was  added  the 
afford  the  colour  of  authenticity  to  excefs  in  others,  and  the  amount 
one  part  of  the  accounts,  and  the  of  the  wanton  or  unneceffary  ex- 
grofs  and  glaring  impofition  at-  penditure  (which  can  be  gathered 
tempted  in  the  other ;  it  was  even  from  a  view  of  the  prefent 
equally  juftifiable  in  point  of  ar-  mutilated  accounts)  in  feveral,  the 
gument  and  fadt  to  infift,  that  the  whole  would  considerably  exceed 
whole  was  a  fcene  of  unparalleled  the  demand  now  made  upon  the 
deception,  delufion,  and  impofi-  public.  And  though  the  correc- 
tion, tion  of  thefe  exorbitances  could 
Comparative  efiimates  were  en-  not  difcharge  the  prefent  incum- 
tered  into  of  the  amount  of  feveral  brance,  it  would  render  the  pro- 
heads  of  expenditure,  during  two  pofed  augmentation  needlefs,  pre- 
periods  of  eight  years,  each  in  the  vent  the  crown  from  falling  into 
prefent  reign,  and  two  equal  pe-  iimilar  diftreffes,  and  a  people 
riods  which  terminated  at  the  con-  from  being  further  fpoiled,  who 
clufion  of  the  former.  The  excefs  are  already  groaning  under  the 
in  feveral  of  thefe  articles  during  heavieft  burthens, 
the  laft  eight  years  was  confider-  It  was  obferved,  that  the  large 
able,  and  arofe  principally  under  fums  of  171,0001.  and  114,0001. 
the  heads  of  the  cofferers  account,  were  charged  in  two  lines  for  fe- 
ast 
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cret  fervice,  under  the  difpofa!  of 
two  Secretaries  of  the  1  r 
The  ifTuir.g  of  fuch  fums  tn  rough 
hands,  without  any  fpcriric 
fervice  adigned,  was  repp. :U 
ft*  carrying  a  very  myfte/ioua  and 
dangerous  afpect.  Th  it  money, 
without  Itint,  or  pablic  account, 
fhould  be  entrulled  to  the  Se. 
ries  of  S'  tre  for  the  purpofe  of  fo- 
reign intelligence,  was  allowed  to 
be  right  and  neccflary  ;  but  that 
the  officers  of  the  trealury,  who 
can  have  no  public  connection  be- 
yond their  own  office,  much  lefs 
any  intercourfe  with  foreign  Itates, 
fhould  be  the  agents  for  difpofing 
of  the  public  money  in  fecret  fer- 
vice, was  faid  to  be  a  matter  c  f  the 
moll  alarming  nature,  and  which 
carried  that  fort  of  internal  evi- 
dence along  with  it,  that  put  an 
end  at  once  to  all  doubts  ^i  I 
iign  or  application. 

The  expend) tare  charged  under 
the  refptctive  heads  of  the  cc. 

,  the  board  of  works,  and 
that  of  foreign  Mir.iltcrs,  was  laid 
to  be  fo  enormous,  as  to  exceed  all 
limits  of  propriety  and  reafon.  It 
might  well  be  luppofed,  from  fee- 
ing that  above  fco.oool.  was  ap- 
plied  yearly  to  the  lati 
that  we  were  realizing  the  u  re:;  hed 
prlicy  recommended  by  Jau.es  the 
Firft,  of  maintaining  an  army  of 
ambalTador.s.  Yet,  with  this  vail 
diplomatique  ex  pence,  and  the 
prodigious  fums  allotted  to  fecret 
lervice,  will  the  Minilters  venture 
to  boaft  of  the  cultivation  or  iup- 
port  of  our  foreign  intc-rctb  ?  will 
they  point  out  the  commercial  be- 
nefits we  have  obtained,  and  the 
political  fecurity  and  ftrengih  we 
have  derived  from  late  treaties  ?  or 
does  the  profperous  flate  of  our 
jtA^irs,  the  refpeft  with  which  we 


are  treated  by  the  other  powers  of 
Euope,  and  the  fuccefs  attending 
our  pubiic  meafures,  proclaim  the 
wifdom  of  our  negocjations,  and 
the  excellency  of  our  intelligi 

Above  halt  a    million,    they  ob- 

.      nder  the  nead 

board  of  works,   without  a 

to  whom,  or 

to  what  purpofe   it    was  difp 

tt  palace,  houfe,  park, 
garden,  or  ro\a!  work  of  any  kind, 
the     money    had    h  nded. 

Thefe  were  matter?,  thev  faid, 
which  demanded  the  utmolt  at- 
tention and  ftrifteft  inveftigation 
of  parliament.  They  were  the 
constitutional    chec  .  arairt 

the  wanton  profusion,  or  the  de- 
figned  application  of  the  public 
treafure  to  dangerous  purpofes,  by 
minilters.  I  hey  were  erMrultfd  bv 
the  people  with  the  publL-  difpofal 
of   their    property,  .    Here 

I   by    every  idea    of  duty  and 
j'jitice  to  j 

dered  ;  but  It .  I J  01(  :i  ,  to  prevent 
»ts    t.  ...    againit    their 

dear 

On  tbeother  fide,  the  Minifters 
and  official  members,  attributed 
the  defectiveness  imputed  to  the 
accounts,   to   t;  t  of  their 

prececeli  jr.-  in  office,  who  had  car- 
rieJ    away,   from    their    refpeclive 

•merits,  thole  papers  and  do- 
cuments, whici.  would  have  been 
necelTary  to  afford  mat  unufual  de- 
gree of  fpecificanon  and  accuracy, 
which  were  now  demanded.  They 
faid,  that  the  trealury  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  re- 
medy that  deficiency  ;  they  had 
fpared  no  pains,  by  examining  and 
comparing  the  warrants  with  the 
books,  to  give  every  fa  tii  fact  ion 
in  their  power  to  parliament.  Such 
vouchers  as  could  be  found  they 
produced ; 
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produced  ;  they  were  not  to  be 
blamed  for  thofe  which  were  re- 
moved, loft,  or  miflaid  ;  if  the 
manner  in  which  the  accounts  were 
kept,  or  the  nature  of  the  expen- 
diture, rendered  them  obicure  and 
perplexed,  it  was  no  fault  in 
them.  They  fhewed  regularly  the 
fums  which  they  had  iffued,  and 
the  departments  by  which  they 
were  drawn  ;  that  was  all  that  lay 
with  them,  and  they  had  no  en- 
quiry to  make  into  their  difp  ofal, 
or  fpecific  application.  Thus, 
faid  they,  all  the  charges  of  with- 
holding explanations  and  vouchers, 
of  fabricating  detective,  or  pre- 
fenting  mutilated  accounts,  for  the 
purpoie  of  peplexing  or  deceiving 
parliament,  fall  entirely  to  the 
ground. 

But  it  was  further  contended,, 
that  far  from  treating  parliament 
with  contempt,  or  from  any  defign 
of  miileading  them  or  keeping 
them  in  ignorance,  thev  had  ex- 
ceeded  their  predecefibrs  in  exacl- 
nefs  and  detail.  That  no 
counts  at  all,  or  at  molt  only  fuch 
grofs  and  luoie  elutriates,  as  it  was 
now  become  the  fafhion  fo  much 
to  cenfure,  had  been  laid  before 
parliament  upon  former  fimilar  ap- 
plications from  the  crown.  Such 
they  faid  was  the  cafe  in  the  year 
1710,  under  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  ;  in  that  of  George  the  Firft, 
when  two  fuch  applications  were 
made ;  at  the  accelhon  of  the  late 
King,  when  the  annual  augmenta- 
tion of  1 00,000  1.  was  made  to  the 
civil  lift  revenue  ;  in  the  year 
1747,  under  the  fame  reign,  when 
parliament  granted  450,0001.  to 
difcharge  that  Monaich's  debts; 
and  fuch,  theyobferved  finally,  was 
the  cafe  in  the  year  1769,  upon  the 
6 


1777. 

former   application    to   parliament 
by  his  prefent  majefty. 

It  was  alio  contended,  (but  more 
particularly,  and  much  more  Hie- 
nuoufly  infilled  on  in  the  H  .-ufe  of 
Lords)  that  the  crown  had  a  juft 
and  eqjir able  claim  to  the  | 
fion  now  demanded,  in  confeq 
of  that  molt  generous  and  I 
act  of  his  Majefty  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reignj  when  from  a  truly 
paternal  feeling  for  the  burdens  of 
his  people,  and  a  moft  princely  de- 
fire  of  contributing  to  their  eafe, 
he  furrendered  the  civii  lift  revenue 
of  the  former  reign,  which  was 
fully  competent  to  all  the  expep.ces 
of  his  houlehold  and  civil  govern- 
ment, and  accepted  of  the  prefent 
income,  which,  without  any  ex- 
perience .  to  decide  upon,  it  was 
then  hoped,  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  for  thofe  purpofes. 

They  (aid,  that  tnofe  revenues 
during  the  fixteen  years  of  the  pre- 
fent reign,  had  exceeded  the 
amount  of  the  ac'tual  royal  income, 
by  confiderab'y  more  than  two  mil- 
lions, and  about  doubled  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  fum  granted  by  parlia- 
ment in  the  year  \~6j,  and  that 
demanded  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
prefent  debt,  i'rom  thefe  premises 
they  contended,  that  the  difcharge 
of  the  prefent  incumbrances,  as 
well  as  the  future  augmentation, 
were  evidently  matters  of  right  and 
jaftice,  though  applied  for,  and 
wifhed  to  be  received,  as  favour;  ; 
and  that  in  fuch  circumftances,  the 
fcrutinizins  of  accounts,  and  en- 
tering  into  minute  enquiries,  was 
equally  abfurd  and  petulant.  All 
that  was  neceffary  to  be  known, 
was  the  amount  of  the  expenditure, 
and  of  its  e;<cefs  beyond  the  Hand- 
ing revenu-;  the  deficiency  in  the 

latter 
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,   as  a 
y,  an  J 

I 

. 

a9    the 

open 

- 

peric 

js  rea- 
y    that 
determination,    however    :n. 
.  ^u;iJ   in    the   ( 
tion  ? 

doflrine  of  : 
not  in    the 

not  by 

ufed  in  fu]         '.         I    -    |  l       .it  ap- 
plies- r  both  its  heads,     it 
'.ed,      that     the     gi 

;'OmV 

. veral  cou; t  de- 
part:: the  revenue 
was  really  and  truly  i 
lor  its  affigned  purpofes.  Jr  was 
impoilible,  they  faid,  nor  would  it 
be  fitting  if  otherwrfe,  to  reftrain 
the  (..  eat  Sovereign, 
and  thofe  in  the  numerous  depart- 
ments  of  the  houfehold  and 
government,  within  the  limits  of 
an  ex  (Economy.  A 
certain  degree  of  profusion  mull 
prevail  in  (ever.l  inltances,  and 
would  Hill  continue  to  do  fo,  in 
defiance  of  all  attempts  to  the  con- 
trary. Cultom  had  given  a  fanc- 
tion  to  extraordinary  expences  in 
courts,  and  was  too  firmly  rivetted 
by  time  to  be  broke  in  upon  with- 
out much  difficulty.  They  wt  re 
among  the  confequences  of  hi^ 
fank,  and  the  appendages  of  roy- 
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ilty  ;  the  parfimony,  which  would 
Le  highly  commendable  in  a  pri- 
an,  would  become 
meannefs  in  a  Monarch  ;  fome- 
rnult  be  Sacrificed  to  opinion 
in  ma  •     :   and  a  certain  mag- 

e,   wus    as   ne- 
v  to  difplay  the  grandeur  of 
a   great  nation,   a.-,    to    fupport   the 
•  of  the  crown. 
They    obferved    the    prodigious 
rife  in   all   the   i  !     ITaries  of^life, 
and    increafe    in    every    article    of 
expence  and  mede  of  livin",  which 
ce   during    the  Iafr. 
fifty  years,   being  the  period  fince 
certain  funds  were  aliened   to  the 
rt  of  th;;  civil  lift  ellablifh- 
;ch    were    intended,    at 
leafl,   to  r  -  (oo    !.  a-yenr 

revenue.      This  rile  in  the  value  of 
things    and    increafe    of  expence, 
they     faid,     proceeded     from    the 
treat  influx  c  f  money,  thee:;ten- 
lion   of   commerce,   and  the  confe- 
qucnt  increafe  of  wealth,  which  had 
taken  place  in  that  period.  Though 
this   rile   was    fenfibly    felt   by  the 
d  gentry  in  their  private 
ceconomy,   thev  were  however  ge- 
nerally    indemnified   by  a  propor- 
tional increafe  in  the  rents  of  their 
elfatcs.      Was  then  the  Sovereign 
to   be  the  only  gentleman  in   his 
dominions,   who  was  to  be  embar- 
raffed  and  diftrefled  in  his  private 
affairs   by  this   change  of  circum- 
i  and  ir. Head  of  benefiting 
by  their  pr  jlperity,  was  he  to  ex- 
perience  the  fingular  fituation,  of 
being  impoverished  in   an  inverfe 
proportion  to  the  general  affluence 
and  increafed  wealth  of  his  people  r 
The   happy    and   numerous    in- 
creafe of  the  royal  family,  was  alfo 
dwelt  upon.     However  great   the 
fatisfadion  derived  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  it  mult   naturally   and 
inevitably 
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inevitably  be  productive  of  great 
additional  expence.  Other  occa- 
fional,  or  extraordinary  expences 
were  alfo  mentioned.  The  re- 
venues of  the  crown  had  been  con- 
fiderably  diminifhed  in  confequence 
of  the  public  calamities.  "  By  thefe 
the  American  quit  rents,  at  leaft 
for  the  prefent,  were  loft.  And 
by  judgments  of  the  courts  of  law, 
the  four  and  half  per  cent.  Weft 
India  revenue  was  greatly  leflened. 
A  great  clamour  was  made  about 
theincreafeof  penfions,  and  they  are 
talked  of  in  grofs  as  means  of  cor- 
ruption— vaguely  and  idly.  What! 
would  they  cut  off  the  rewards  for 
officers  of  the  law,  to  whom  age, 
and  constitutions  worn  down  by 
the  toils  of  adminiliering  jullice, 
had  rendered  an  honourable  repoie 
as  neceffary  as  it  was  equitable. 
Muft  minifters  at  foreign  courts, 
who  had  fpent  their  youth,  and 
certainly  not  increafed  their  for- 
tunes in  that  fervice,  retire  to  fpend 
their  laft  years  in  difcontent  and 
mifery  ( 

They  contended,  that  the  late 
King's  revenue,  including  the 
450,000!.  which  had  been  granted 
ior  the  difcharge  cf  his  debts  in 
rhe  year  174/1  exceeded  the  average 
income  of  his  prefent  Maielty  fince 
his  accelfion,  even  taking  into  the 
account  the  half  million  which 
had  been  given  by  parliament  in 
1769.  And  they  infilled,  that  if 
proper  allowance  was  made  for 
the  increafe  in  value  of  the  ne- 
ctflaries  and  luxuries  of  life,  it 
would  be  found,  that  900,000 1. 
a  year,  at  prefent,  was  not  worth 
fo  much,  that  is,  would  not  pur- 
chafe  fo  much  of  thofe  commo- 
dities, as  800,000 1.  would  have 
done,  in  the  early,  or  even  middle 
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part   of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Second. 

They  alfo  infilled,  that  neither 
the  difiharge  of  the  prefent  debt, 
nor  a  grant  of  (he  propofed  au;r- 
mentation,  would  be  any  lofs  to 
the  public,  as  the  excels  of  the 
hereditary  revenue,  which  had  been 
relinquilhed  by  his  Majefly,  would 
be  fully  equivalent  to  both.  But 
that  even  without  reding  upon 
that  foundation,  fufficient  furely 
though  it  was,  the  conl'ant  practice 
of  near  70  years,  would  have 
afforded  an  unqueftionable  fandtion 
to  the  application  for  the  payment 
of  the  prefent  debt.  Parliament, 
without  any  fuch  claim  upon  it, 
had  at  different  periods,  which 
were  all  thoie  that  it  was  applied 
to,  from  the  year  1710  to  the 
prefent  time,  regularly  difcharged 
the  incumbrances  of  the  crown. 
Nor  were  any  of  thofe  applications 
productive  or  that  contumely  and 
reproach  upon  m.nillers,  nor  thofe 
illiberal  charges  of  prodigality  upon 
the  ciown,  by  wmch  the  present 
was  fo  particularly  diftinguilhed. 

The  repeated  charges  from  dif- 
ferent quarters,  of  an  undue  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  to  the 
crown,  by  the  application  of  the 
revenue  to  the  creation  of  ftanding 
majorities,  were  laid  to  be  equally 
unjuft,  illiberal,  and  fubverfive  in 
their  tendency,  of  all  parliamen- 
tary freedom  of  enquiry  and  action. 
It  fuch  a  do&rir.e  was  admitted, 
it  would  cut  up  by  the  roots  every 
pretenlion  to  a  conduct  founded 
upon  opinion  or  principle.  There 
could  be  no  reafon  given,  why 
majorities  fhould  be  lefs  actuated 
upon  by  thefe  motives  than  mino- 
rities. It  was  more  juft  in  facl, 
xeafonable  in  argument,  and  candid 

in 
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in  fentiment,  to  fuppofe  that  both  monly  called  in  this  country  the 
acted  upon  principle.  It  was  furely  oppoiition.  He  firmly  believed, 
a  molt  unfair,  as  well  as  unfounded  that  the  majority  in  both  Houfes 
inference,  to  fuppofe  that  a  difre-  had  been  increafed  by  that  conduct ; 
rence  of  opinion,  muft  necefTarily  and  that  it  had  been  as  inftru- 
proceed  from  improper  and  un-  mental  in  rendering  the  prefent 
worthy  motives.     To  fuppofe  that     Admin iflration    popular,    as    even 

fuch   motives  were  exclusively  and  the  wifdom  and  rectitude  of  their 

necefiarily     appropriated     to      the  meafures. 

greater    number,     would     be    too         On  the  other   Hie,    the  idea  of 

ridiculous.  considering  the  duties  appropriated 

The    invariable    constancy    and  by   parliament    to   the    fupport  of 

greatnefs    of  majorities    upon   the  the  civil  lift  eftablilhment,    as  an 

iide  of  government,  were  accounted  hereditary    property,    and    the   rc- 

for   in    the    Houie  of  Lords   upon  venue  of  the  crown  as  the  entailed 

other  grounds.     They  were  in  part  estate  of  a  private  gentleman,  was 

attributed,    to    the   evidently  wife  laughed     at     by    the     oppcfition. 

meafures,    and    uniform    propriety  Thofe  duties,   they  faid,   belonged 

and    rectitude   of   conduct,    which  at    no   time    to    the   crown  ;    they 

had    firmly   united    the    wife,    the  were  always  under  the  difpofition 

difmterelled,  the  opulent,  the  vir-  of  parliament.     Even  in  the  reign 

tuous,    and   even   the   bulk  of  the  of  King  William,  and  when  thry 

nation,   in  fupport  of  the  prefent  had    been    newly    ar  J   to 

Ministers.       A  fupport    as    unpre-  the    civil    lift   eftabi.  not- 

cedented   as   it  was  merited  ;    and  withstanding    the  lingular  obliga- 

which  was  principally  afforded  in  tions    the    nation    was    under    to 

parliament  by   the   landed  interest  that  prince,    parliament  withdrew 

of  the  nation;   by  the  great  body  40:01.    a    week    of    thofe    d^ 

of  country  gentlemen  ;    who  were  and    applied   it    to   other   fervice:,.* 

too  numerous  and  independent  to  The  grant  of  the  forfeited  eftates, 

admit  the  poilibility  of  influence  ;  which   had  compofed  a  part  of  the 

too  deeply  interested  in  the  event,  re;,  d  revenue,   waa  refumed  in  the 

not  to  pay  a  Uriel  attention  to  the  reign    of   Queen    Anne,    and   with 

conduct  of  public  affairs  ;  and  too  a  charge  of  jcol.  a  week  upon  the 

well  verfed  in  the  real  interefls  of  pott-office,   and  other  charges  upon 

their   country,    to  approve  cf  any  other  branches  of  the  civil  lift  fund, 

meafures  that  were  not  founded  on  were  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the 

right    policy   and    wifdom.     Such  war,  and  to  otherpublic  exigencies. 
a  fupport  was  the  unrivaled  honour,         The  tranfactions  between  the 

and  the   peculiar  distinction  of  the  king   and    parliament,     they   faid, 

prefent  administration.   But  a  noble  were  fo  clear  and  conclufive,  as  not 

Lord  high  in  office  went  ftill  far-  to  admit  a  fhadow  of  doubt  upon 

ther,  and  with  an  afperity  of  Ian-  any  part  of  the  question.     A  grant 

guage,   not  frequent  in  that  Houfe,  cf  800,000 1.    a  year  was  made  to 


attributed  them  equally,  to  the  un- 
popularity excited  by  the  de- 
testable, unconstitutional,  and  dan- 
gerous conduct,  of  what  wai  ccm- 
Voi.  XX.  1777, 


the  crewn  for  the  life  of  George 
the  Second.  Certain  duties  were 
appropriated  to  the  payment  or 
that  income  ;  and  parliament,  by 
[F]  ths 
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the  fame  adt,  bound  itfelf  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
pointed revenue,  which  might  pro- 
ceed from  a  failure  of  the  duties. 
Nothing  could  be  more  explicit. 
The  revenuewas  certain,  parliament 
waS  anfwerable  for  the  fufficiency 
of  the  funds,  and  the  crown  could 
have  no  claim  on  any  excefs  of 
their  produce. 

The  confequence  of  that  agree- 
ment was  the  cleareft  comment  on 
it,  and  fully  eftablifhes  the  original 
intention  of  both  parties,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  conti- 
nced  to  be  underftood  by  them. 
The  king  was  twenty  years  upon 
the  throne  before  he  made  any  ap- 
plication to  parliament ;  and  when 
fie  did  come,  it  was  only  to  require 
them  to  fulfil  their  own  engage- 
ment. The  appropriated  duties  du- 
ring that  time  had  fallen  450,000!. 
fhort  of  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
pointed revenue,  and  he  only  re- 
quired them  to  Supply  that  defi- 
ciency. The  crown  owed  at  that 
very  time  200,000! .  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  which  it 
demanded  ;  and  though  the  extra- 
ordinary expences  confequent  of 
the  preceding  rebellion,  might  well 
feem  to  have  juftified  an  application 
for  the  difcharge  of  an  incumbrance 
contracted  in  a  national  caufe,  yet 
George  the  Second  thought  and 
afted  otherwife,  and  would  claim 
nothing  beyond  his  Stipulated  in- 
come. By  his  wife  and  honeft 
ceconomy,  that  debt  was  not  only 
difcharged  in  the  Succeeding  thir- 
teen years  of  his  reign,  but,  be- 
fides  leaving  a  large  fum  in  his 
exchequer,  he  expended  above  a 
million  of  his  private  fortune  in 
the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nions, although  they  were  involved 
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and     ruined    in    a    war    entirety 
Britifii. 

The  conclusion  of  his  reign 
afforded  another  inftance  equally 
Satisfactory  and  conclufive  as  the 
former,  with  reSpedt  to  another 
part  of  the  queftion,  the  difpofal 
of  any  furplus  which  might  arife 
upon  the  general  fund  of  appro- 
priated duties.  By  the  increafe  of 
feveral  branches  of  that  fund,  in- 
stead of  the  former  general  defi- 
ciency, the  actual  produce,  from 
the  year  1747  dow-nward,  exceeded 
the  Stipulated  income,  to  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  about  Soo~I.  a 
year.  All  this  furplus  was  fairly 
brought  to  account  at  the  demife 
of  the  late  king,  and  the  whole 
fum,  amounting  to  115,000!  paid 
over  as  one  of  the  firft  aids  to  hi» 
prefent  Majefty. 

It  was  therefore,  they  Said,  to> 
the  laSt  degree  abSurd,  prepofterous, 
and  fallacious,  to  defoabe  the  ap- 
propriated dities,  in  any  degree,  as 
being  virtually  an  hereditary  reve- 
nue, or  to  reprefent  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  his  preSent  Majefty 
with  the  public,  as  any  a&  of  con - 
ceSfion  in  him.  He  relinquished 
nothing  ;  he  gained  nothing  by 
that  agreement.  The  only  diffe- 
rence it  made  was  a  matter  of  con- 
venience to  himfelf.  He  was  now 
to  be  paid  in  Specie,  without  dis- 
count, riSque,  trouble,  or  lofs  ; 
whereas  the  payment  of  fome  of 
the  duties  had  been  frequently  held 
back  for  feveral  years.  Nobody 
would  pretend  to  make  it  a  doubt, 
that  the  ministers  of  that  time, 
under  all  the  peculiar  eircumftances 
of  glory  and  affection  which  fo 
happily  distinguished  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  reign, 
would   advife  his  Majefty,    in   an 

applirf 
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application  to  a  parliament  and 
people  who  could  refufe  him  no- 
thing, to  demand  fuch  an  income 
as  would  be  fully  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  and  fapport  of  the 
Crown  with  dignity  and  fplen 
•It  muft  have  been  then  in  the 
King's  contemplation  to  parry  ; 
and  he  muft  himfeif,  as  well  as  his 
Minifters,  of  courfe  look  forward 
to  the  expences  confequent  to  fuch 
a  ftate,  attended  with  the  proba- 
bility of  a  numerous  i..uc. 

This  was  unqueftionabl;,'  done, 
and  all  thefe  contingencies  were 
then  fuppofed,  on  all  f:des,  to  be 
amply  provided  fnr  in  the  I 
granted  by  parliament.  The  toro- 
pofal  not  only  originated  fr^.  i 
throne,  but  the  acceptance  of  it  bv 
parliament  was  acknowledged  with 
gratitude,  Parliament  granted  all 
the  Sovereign  afked,  ana  made  the 
grant  in  the  very  mude  propo; 
Mr.  Legge,  who  was  then  Chan- 
cellor ot  the  Exchequer  ;  I 
then,  in  the  King's  nam:,  gave  the 
molt  explicit  affurances  that  no  more 
mould  be  afked.  The  civil  lift  act 
exprefly  declares  in  the  preamble, 
that  8ro,oool.  was  a  certain  com- 
petent revenue  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  his  Majefty's  civil 
government,  and  fupporting  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  Our  journals  record,  faid 
they,  and  many  now  preient  re- 
member, the  grateful  fenfe  ex- 
prefted  upon  that  occafion  on  the 
fide  of  the  crown.  The  minifters 
orficially  declared  his  Majefty's 
entire  Satisfaction  in  our  conduct  ; 
and  the  happinefs  he  felt,  in  being 
thus  delivered  from  the  difagreeable 
neceffity  of  applying,  like  his  pre- 
deceftbrs,  to  parliament,  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil 
hit.      And  in    the    fpeech  at   the 


clofe  of  that  feflion,  the  Sovereign 
gracioufly  told  the  commons,  that 
he    '   could    not  ftifl 

:  ;'  and  that  he  *  thought 
felt    inihh    obliged    to    them,    for 

more  immediately  com 
himfeif.' 

But  they  infilled;  tl  i 
Majefty  even  had  the  original  op- 
tion which  was  now  pretended,  it 
could  extend  iu  farther  than  the 
firft  choice.  The  agreement  was 
fclemn  and  fpecific,  and  -cu!d  not 
afterwards  be  receded  from.  It 
was  a  fair  com]  finance  be- 

tween   the  King  and   the  f 

•1    by    bo  '  r    he. 

had  no  fpeeiftc  or  rig  ::fu!  claim  on 
the  appropriated  dutie  ,  he  of  courfe 
loft  nothing  ;  i.  made 

a  fair,  equitable  agr  ement, 
rnanifcftly  bound  by  it.  In  either 
event  therefore,1  the  arguments 
now  u fed  muft  fall  to  the  ground 
.  tally  iJle  and  unfounded* 
I 

lit    to    fuppOlT, 

implied  :.  direct  violation  of  public 
faith,   for  which  the  minifters  who 
,  defcrved 
the  fevereft  reprehenfiohj 

The  arguments  founded,  and  the 
claimed,   from   the  fuppofed 
practice    of    parliament,     in    con- 
ftantly    difcharging,    without    ac- 
count or  enquir)  ,  the  incumbrances 
of  the  crown,  upon  fornfer  appli- 
cations,   were    faid    to  be  eq 
unfounded,  and  to  have  been  over- 
thrown    by    facts    already    fl 
Queen  Anne,  generoufly 
ico.oool.  annually 
revenue,    to  the  fupport  of  a   moll 
extenfive,  dangerous,  ana  important 
war  ;  and  fhe  expended  vaft  fums 
ot  money  upon  a  public  object,  in 
the   erection   of  Blenheim   palace*- 
Her    claim    upon    the    public   was 

[F]  a 
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not,  however,  founded,  upon  her 
generality,  munificence,  or  prodi- 
gality. Parliament  in  the  i»e- 
teifity  of  the  public  exigencies,  had 
broken  in  confiderablv  upon  Several 
branches  of  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
which  were  diverted  from  their 
proper  channel,  to  anfvver  the  im- 
mediaie  and  urgent  demands  of  the 
war.  This  fubftraclion  of  her  re- 
venue, mull  of  courfe  affect  her 
private  ceconcmy,  and  occafior.ed 
her  incurring  debts,  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  which  {he  had  an  equi- 
table and  legal  claim  upon  the 
public.  When  the  fum  required 
was  under  the  amount,  of  the  fair 
demand  which  might  have  been 
legally  made  by  a  common  cre- 
ditor, is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
fhe  was  not  preffed  to  ftiew  how 
the  debt  was  incurred  ? 

George  the  Second  did  not  apply 
to  parliament  for  any  benevolence  ; 
he  required  no  increafe  of  his  re- 
venue ;  he  did  not  defire  to  have 
his  debts  paid,  merely  becaufe  he 
was  in  debt  ;  he  only  demanded 
the  payment  of  money  to  which  he 
was  legally  entitled  ;  a  part  of  his 
revenue  which  the  nation  was 
bound  to  make  good  by  an  aft  of 
parliament.  The  making  of  fuch 
a  demand  could  afford  no  motive 
or  reafon,  for  his  flying  any  ilate- 
rnent  of  his  affairs  before  par- 
liament, nor  for  their  enquiring 
into  the  amount  or  nature  of  his 
debts  or  expences.  All  that  was 
neceffary  was  done,  which  was  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe  the  documents 
requifjte  to  afcertain  the  deficiency 
on  the  civil  lift  duties  ;  that  is, 
how  far  they  fell  (hort  of  the  re- 
venue which  was  fettled  upon  him 
by  the  nation. 

But  quitting  enquiries  into  paft 
tranfettions,  end  deductions  drawn 
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from    them,    it   was  ftrongly  con- 
tended by  feveral  members  of  both 
Houfes,   that  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  were  not  only  fully  fufficient 
for  all  rational  purpofes  of  dignity 
and  magnificence,  but  that  they  al- 
ready far  exceeded  thofe  boundaries, 
which  were  confident  with  the  na- 
ture of  a  limited  government,  and 
with  the  fafety  of  this  free  conftitu- 
tion.     They  laid,  that  if  the  reve- 
nues proceeding  from  Wales,  Corn- 
wall, the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  Ire- 
land, Weft  India  Iflands,  American 
quit-rent?,  and  other  fources  of  lefs 
note  or  importance,  were  brought 
into  account,  and  added  to  the  civil 
lift  eftablifhment,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  crown  had  for  feveral  years 
pofTeffed  an  annual  income,  confi- 
derably  exceeding   a  million  fter- 
ling.     That  if  the  American  quit- 
rents   had  not  been  loft,   or  could 
again  be  recovered,    this  revenue, 
folely  in    the  crown,    independent 
of  account,  and  free  from  enquiry, 
would   in   a  few  years  increafe  in 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  afford  a  greater 
fund  of  treafure  for  private  difpofal, 
than   the   moll  powerful  and  arbi- 
trary   fovereigns    in    Chriftendom 
could   boaft  of.     That  though  the 
revenues     of     Hanover     and     the 
biihoprick  of  Ofnaburgh,  did  not 
come  within  the  cognizance  of  par- 
liament,   they  were,    however,    to 
be  confidcred  z.s  objects  of  atten- 
tion,  in   ali  queftions  that  related 
to    the   cxceffive    growing    power, 
and    dangerous    influence    of    the 
crown.     That  with  fuch  va  I  funds 
in     its     poffeflion,      that    poverty, 
which  was  now  fo  ftrongly  urged, 
and     fo    grievoufly    pleaded,     and 
which   was  indeed. too  (hamefully 
apparent   in    all   the   ceconomy  of 
the  court,   iniicad  of  aniwering  the 
purpoie  propofed  by  the  minifters 

ia 
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rn  their  representations,  fhould 
have  a  very  different  effecf ,  and  in 
reality  afforded  room  for  reflections 
of  the  molt  ferious,  and  apprclien- 
fions  of  the  moil  alarming  nature. 
The  caufe  of  that  poverty  and 
diilrefs,  and  the  manner  in  which 
io  immenfe  a  revenue  was  diffipated 
without  dignity  or  magnificence, 
were  furely  objects  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  which  requited 
the  clofeft  enquiry,  and  claimed 
the  utmolt  ccniideration  of  par- 
liament. 

The  oppofition  concluded,  with 
reprefenting  it  as  a  matter  of  the 
greateft  impropriety  and  indecency, 
to  bring  in  fuch  a  demand,  in  fuch 
a  feafon  of  public  calamity  and 
danger.  They  faid,  that  nothing 
but  a  confidence  in  the  fervility, 
and  an  experience  in  the  carelefs- 
nefs  of  the  public  interelts,  which 
were  now  prevalent,  could  have  en- 
couraged the  minifiers  to  hazard  fo 
defperate  a  meafure.  They  have, 
faid  they,  plunged  us  in  a  fatal 
civil  war,  which  has  already  colt 
the  nation  twenty  mill  ions  of  monev; 
they  have  fevered  the  empire,  de- 
flroyed  our  commerce,  funk  the 
revenue,  and  given  a  mortal  blow 
to  public  credit.  We  have  loft 
thirteen  flourifhing  and  growing 
provinces,  fome  of  which  were 
already,  in  point  of  importance, 
if  not  of  power,  nearly  equal  to 
ancient  kingdoms,  and  we  are 
now  engaged  in  a  deitrudtive  and 
hopelefs  attempt,  to  recover  by 
force,  what  oir  folly  and  violence 
have  loit.  Is  this  then  a  feafon, 
when  we  fhall  be  under  a  necefiity 
of  taxing  every  gentleman's  houfe 
in  England,  even  to  the  fmallell 
domellic  accommodation,  and  to 
accumulate  burden  upon  burden, 
on  a  people  already  finking  under 


their  load,  to  come  and  tell  us, 
that  we  had  not  hitherto  made  a 
provifion  for  the  crown  adequate 
to  its  grandeur,  and  that  we  mull 
now  find  new  funds  for  the  increafe 
of  ifs  fplendor  ?  Is  the  real  lultre 
which  it  has  unhappily  loll,  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  faJfe  glare  of  pro- 
fufion  r  and  the  oflenfive  expences 
of  government,  to  increafe  in  a 
due  proportion  to  its  poverty  and 
weakneis  ?  It  will  be  a  new  dif- 
covery  in  the  policy  of  nations, 
that  the  only  means  of  replacing 
the  Itn's  of  half  an  empire,  is  by  the 
boundlels  prodigality  of  the  re- 
mainder. 

As  to  the  afperfions  thrown  by 
miniiters  00  the  minority,  and 
their  motives  to  oppofition,  they 
faid,  that  they  had  only  to  appeal 
to  heaven  and  their  own  con- 
fciences  for  the  purity  of  their  in- 
tentions ;  but  they  could  appeal  to 
the  prefent  line  of  things  for  the 
foundnefs  of  their  judgment  con- 
cerning the  conduct  of  public 
affairs.  That  if  they  attributed 
the  majorities  in  parliament  to  the 
ice  of  f  he  crown,  they  only 
deduced  effects  from  their  natural 
and  obvious  caules.  What  other 
caufe,  faid  they,  can  be  afligned 
for  the  fupport  of  miniilers,  whe- 
ther the  prclent  plan  of  politicks 
be  wrong  or  right  ?  If  wrong,  they 
ought  not  to  be  fupported,  who 
advifed  an  improper  fcheme  of 
policy  ;  if  right,  they  ought  nut  to 
be  fupported,  who  fhew  themfelves 
wholly  unable  to  condudt  meafures 
right  in  themfelves  and  neceffary 
for  the  nation.  That  it  was  not 
true,  that  the  mini  iters  were  fup- 
ported by  the  landed  interelr. 
The  greater  part  of  the  county 
reprefentatives  were  in  oppofition 
to  their   American  fchemes  ;    and 
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perhaps    the   weight  of  the    pro-     experiencing  all  the  effects  of  actual 
fcerty,  not  connected  with  places     baniihment ;  and  inftead  cf  com- 
manding the  refpeirt  and  attention 


and  emoltfffieats  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown,    in    the   Houfe   of  I 

would  be  found  in  the  fame  fcale. 
Bat  whatever  the  character  and 
motives  of  the  majority  or  minority 
were,    it    was    evider.  t    beyond   a 


aue  to  his  rank  and  virtues,  ex- 
hibiting to  the  world  the  idea  of 
a  diftrefTed  and  fugitive  prince  of 
England,  and  exciting  only  the 
companion    of    foreigners.      The 


doubt,  that  under  the  fapport  of  fecond,  after  experiencing  the  fame 
the  former,  the  national  dignity,  difegreeable  ftuation  abroad,  re- 
power,  and  dominion,  were  re-  duced  to  live  within  the  limits  of 
dueed,  and  the  royal  fplendour  an  ctconomy,  which  however  be- 
tarniihed,  whilft  every  expence  was  coming  his  necejfity,  and  fuited  to 
Infinitely  increafed.  It  is,  faid  his  income,  is  equally  unworthy  of 
they,  from  fuch  undoubted  matters  his  merit,  and  unfitting  for  the 
of  fait,  and  not  from  declamations  rank  which  he  holds  in  this 
or  invectives,  that  the  publick  will,  country. 

or  ought,  to  judge  of  the  motives  The  amendment  was  feconded, 
pf   thofe  who    fupport   or  eppofe  but  it  being  represented,  that  any 
the  prefent  fyftem.  amendment  made  to  a  report  was 
«     -,    n           Upon   receiving   the  out  of  rule,  and  unparliamentary, 
*           '     report  in  the  Houfe  of  no    debate    enfued,     and    it    was 
Commons  from  the  committee  of  agreed  to  refer  the  fubject  to  future 
fupply,    the   debate   was   renewed  confederation.     The  queftion  upon 
with   great   warmth,   and   a  com-  the  fecond  refolution  of  the  com- 
mittee of  enquiry  was  again  pro-  mittee,  being  put  about  midnight, 
pofed,  and   ably  fupported.     The  was  carried  by  *  majority  of  231, 
quellion  upon  the  firit  refolution  of  to    109.      Though     the    numbers 
the  '.ommktee,  for  the  payment  of  were  fewer  on  both  fides,    19  gen- 
the    ftanc?ir*g   debt,    of  618,340b  tlemen    voted   againft    the   prefent 
was    carried     without    a    divifion.  queftion,   who   were  not  included 
Upon   reading    the   fecond  refolu-  in  the  former  divifion. 
tion    for    the   additional  grant   of  The  royal  meffage  to  the  Houfe 
10  3,000  1.  a  year  to  the  royal  re-  of  Lords,  was  debated  on  the  16th 
yen  lie,  an  amendment  was  moved  of  April,  when  an  addrefs  of  con - 
sentle,man  in  oppofition,  that  currence  having  been  moved  by  the 
the  words  in  the  refolution   "  for  Earl  cf  Derby,  and  feconded  by 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  Lord  Onflow,  was  oppoied  by  the 
lioufhold,"  li.ould  be  b.i  nediattrfy  Marquis     of     Rockingham,     who 
followed    by  thefe,   "  and  for  the  moved  for  an  amendment  of  very 
different    branches    of    the    royal  confiderable  leng:h,   being  an  ad- 
family."  drefs  directly  counter  to  that  pro- 
'i'he  ^eutleman  defcribed  in  very  pofed,   and  which  was  afterwards 
pathetic  terms,  the  diftrefled  fitua-  entered    without    addition    as    a 
iion,  in  point  of  circumftance,  of  proteft.     The  noble  Marquis  en- 
the  two  Royal,  and  Brother  Dukes,  tered    very    diffuiively,    and   with 
Theone,  from  the  narrownefs  of  his  gre.i':  knowledge  of  his  ground  into 
Income  unable  to  live  in  this  country,  the  fubject,  and  ftated  feveral  of 
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arguments  and  fads  which  we 
have  already  laid  down.  He  was 
oppofed  and  fupported  with  great 
eagernefs,  and  the  debates  were 
long,  various,  and  very  interetting. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  contention, 
the  Duke  cf  Grafton  laid,  that 
his  regard  to  the  noble  Marquis, 
fhould  prevent  his  moving  the 
previous  quellion,  upon  both  the 
addrefs  and  the  amendment  ;  but 
he  conjured  their  lordfhips,  as 
the  belt  proof  of  their  loyalty 
and  affedon  for  his  Majeily,  that 
they  would  confent  to  have  the 
original  motion  postponed,  and 
agree  to  appoint  a  committee  t  i 
enquire  into  the  expenditure  ; 
but  more  particularly  to  enquire 
what  pirts  would  belt  admit  of 
a  reduction  ;  and  when  that  was 
finally  fettled,  proceed  to  a  vote 
of  concurrence,  for  the  amount 
of  the  reduced  eftimate. 

If  they  agreed  to  this  pr 
fal,  he  offered  to  prove  tu  their 
fatisfadion,  that  the  elVimate  fo 
eilablilhed,  would  not  - 
prefent  revenue  ;  and  th.it  at  the 
fame  time,  it  fhould  not  hear 
upon  a  fingle  article,  which 
fhould  be  thought  by  thofe  who 
profeiTed  themfelves  to  be  his 
warmeft  friends,  to  adminifter  to 
his  Majelly's  eafe  or  fatisfadion  ; 
or  that  was  nece(Tafy  to  fuftain 
with  f-lendor  and  dignity,  his 
elevated  rank  and  fituation.  The 
noble  Duke  finally  pledged  him- 
ielf  to  the  houfe,  that  if  they 
would  go  into  the  propofed 
mittee,  he  would  demonftrate 
from  the  moil  clear,  authentic, 
and  incontelUble  documents,  that 
800,000 1.  a  year,  would  anfwer 
every  end  of  private  eafe,  per- 
fonal  dignity,  and  royal  fplen- 
dour  ;    in  a  word,  would  furnilh 


every  appendage  to  royalty,  ex- 
cepting that  oDly  which  mini- 
ilers  miftakenly  thought  neceffary, 
that  of  obtaining,  through  the 
mean?  of  corrupt  influence,  an 
unbounded  power  and  controul 
over  the  will  and  refolutions  of 
parliament. 

quellion  b:jing  at  length 
pu:  upon  the  motion  or  amend- 
ment, it  wi  J  by  a  majo- 
rity of  96  to  20  only.  A  fe- 
cond  ''ivifion  took  place  upon 
the  Duke  of  Grafton's  previous 
queftio:\  which  was  alfo  reje&ed 
by  a  majority  of  90  to  26.  The 
main  qwdlion  on  the  add  it  Is  was 
then  put,  and  carried  on  a  divi- 
f;on. 

The  rejected  amendment,  v. 
was  en:-  :d  as  a  protcll,  ii 
the  neceffty  of  the  utmoil  «co- 
nomy,  fr  <m  the  incrcafe  of  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  decreafe  of  the 
empire  ;  and  exprcfTes  a.'oniih- 
ment  and  indignation,  at  a  pro- 
fu.ior.     ;.  rs,  '  which     the 

area-eit    pr   I  could  fcarcely 

excuie.  After  gating  and  exa- 
mining various  matters,  it  con- 
cludes in  the  following  ferms, 
and  wasfigned  by  fourt  •■■ 

"  With  regard  to  the  I  irther 
increafe  of  your  Majefty's  civil 
lift  revenues,  we  mult  decline  :my 
concurrence  therein,  not  foiely 
from  motives  of  teconomy,  (tho* 
at  no  time  more  ftri&ly  requir- 
ed) but  from  a  dread  alio  of 
the  effecl  "I  fuch  an  augmenta- 
tion on  the  honour  and  integrity 
of  parliament,  by  veiling  luch 
large  fums  without  account  in 
the  hands  of  minillers.  When 
an  opinion  is  known  to  prevail, 
and  which  we  have  no  means  of 
contradicting,  that  your  Ma  jelly's 
civil  lill   revenues   are    employed 
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in  creating  an  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely unbecoming  of  us  to 
vote,  without  manifeft  reafon, 
great  fums  of  money  out  of  the 
property  of  your  Majefty's  fub- 
jedls,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
applied  to  our  private  emolu- 
ment. It  is  our  duty  to  attend 
to  the  reputation  of  parliament; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  reprefent 
to  your   Majefly,    that   a  further 


increafe  of  the  overgrown  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  would  be 
a  treacherous  gift  from  parlia- 
ment even  to  the  crown  itfelf,  as 
it  will  enable  the  minillers  to  carry 
on  thofe  delufive  fyftems  which 
have  been  fatally  adopted,  and 
which,  if  purfued,  muft  lead  to 
the  ruin,  as  they  have  already 
produced  the  dillraction,  of  this 
once  great  empire." 


CHAP.     VI. 

Motion  by  the  minijler  for  the  payment  cf  a  demand  made  by  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe,  on  an  unliquidated  bofpital  account  of  the  lajf 
nvar.  Debates.  Motion  carried  in  the  committee  offupply  upon  a  divifion. 
Debate  renewed  on  receiving  the  report.  S£ueJlion  carried  upon  a  divi- 
Jion.  Motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  relative  to  the  Royal  Bro- 
thers. Previous  quejlion  carried  on  a  divifion.  Debate  on  the  Speaker's 
fpeech.  Mr.  Fox's  motion.  Motion  of  adjournment.  The  latter  voith- 
draivn,  and  the  former  carried.  Vote  cf  thanks  to  the  Speaker  for 
his  fpeech.  Revolution  at  TvJadrafs.  Tranjatlions  previous  or  relative 
to  the  depofng  and  imprifonment  cf  Lord  Pigot.  Tranfaclions  in 
Leadenhall  Jlreet.  Refolutions  on  India  affairs,  moved  in  the  honfe  of 
commons  by  Governor  fcbnjlone.  Debates.  The  refolutions  rejeeled  upon 
a  divifion.  Earl  of  Chatham's  motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  a 
reconciliation  ivith  America.     Motion  rejeiled.     Speech  from  the  throne. 


"Via  -7th  L\  ^t^^lor{  which 
'  il  was  moved  in 
the  committee  of  fupply  by  the 
minifler,  for  the  payment  of 
above  forty  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  under 
a  rejected,  or  dormant 'claim,  for 
the  expences  of  foreign  hofpitals 
in  the  lait  war,  was  productive 
of  very  warm  debates,  and  was 
not  only  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the 
oppofition,  properly  fo  called,  but 
it  excited  an  unuiual  degree  of 
diflatisfaclion  among  fuch  of  the 
country  gentlemen  as  flill  con- 
tinued in  town,  which  was  ex- 
tended even  to  fome  of  thofe 
who    had  been  moll   accuftomed 


to  go  with   the  court  in  all  quef- 
tions. 

It  was  objected  to  the  refolu- 
tion,  that  a  commiffion  had  been 
appointed  and  carried  into  effect 
upon  the  late  peace,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  examining,  fettling, 
and  liquidating  the  German  claims. 
That  after  long  labour,  and  pain- 
ful inveftigation,  thefe  were  found 
to  be  fo  fhamefully  exorbitant 
and  unjuft,  that  a  difcouncof6o 
or  70  per  cent,  was  not  unuiual, 
on  thole  which  even  feemed  to 
be  the  faireft  and  belt  fupported. 
That  at  the  fame  time,  the  pre- 
fent  claim,  with  feveral  others 
of  the  fame    nature,   were  utterly 
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cad  off  and  rejected,  and  all  for 
the  fame  individual  caufe,  that 
they  were  in  the  whole,  and  in 
every  part,  totally  unfounded  and 
unjuSt.  And  they  infilled,  that 
it  was  a  thing  unheard  of,  when 
any  claim  or  account  had  been 
once  fettled  and  liquidated,  more 
efpecially  under  the  legal  forma- 
lity and  fanction  of  a  particular 
and  public  commiflion,  to  bring 
fuch  a  matter  again  forward,  un- 
lefs  it  was  fupported  by  fome 
new  documents  or  proofs,  which 
the  claimant  mull  alfo  demon- 
strate, not  to  have  been  originally 
within  his  reach  or   power. 

The  ministers  were  chargeJ,  in 
unqualified  terms,  with  a  fhame- 
ful  profufion  of  the  public  monev, 
and  with  the  mod  fcandalous 
meannefs,  in  fubmitting  in  every 
instance  to  the  infatiate  rapacity 
of  the  German  princes.  Nor 
did  parliament  elcape  its  Share 
of  the  cenfure,  for,  what  was 
termed,  their  tame  acquiefcence 
in  every  propofal,  however  un- 
reafonable  or  ablurd,  that  was 
laid  before  them,  and  their  grant- 
ing the  property  of  the  people 
to  fupply  every  demand,  how- 
ever unneceSTary,  extravagant,  or 
upjuft.  This  demand,  they  faid, 
could  be  considered  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  a  foreign  tri- 
bure,  exacted  from  us  in  the  mo- 
ment of  our  diltrefs,  through  a 
full  conviction  of  our  distracted 
Situation,  and  the  unhappy  itate 
of  our  public  affairs.  The  na- 
tion was  to  fubmit  to  every 
fhameful  imposition,  propofed,  or 
pradtifed  upon  it  by  the  petty 
States  of  Germany,  left  they  mould 
withdraw  their  mercenaries  from 
the  Support  of  our  fatal  ministerial 
civil   war,    before    they    had  put 


the  laft  hand  to  the  ruin  or  ex- 
termination of  the  British  nation 
on  both  Sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

They  alfo  arraigned  the  mini- 
ster for  furprizing  the  houfe  with 
fuch   a  demand,  and  bringing  in 
a  matter  of  fuch   confequence  at 
a  feafon,  when   he  knew    that  it 
was,     and   mull    be,     very    thinly 
attended.     They    contended,   that 
if  this  demand,  after  Sleeping  for 
fourteen  years,   was  now  admitted, 
it  would  rouze  all  Germany  into 
action,     in    the  framing    of  new, 
or    the    reviving    of  old    el- 
and   that   they     Should    never  get 
quit    of     the    German    char, 
whilft    they   had    a    Shilling    left 
to    grant.      They    concluded     by 
lamenting    and  execrating    thofe 
fatal   meafures,    to  which  they  at- 
tributed our     prefent  unhappy  Si- 
tuation, and  all  thofe  humiliating 
and    difgraceful    circumstances  in 
which     they     Said    we    were    in- 
volved. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
ster acknowledged  the  italenefs 
of  the  claim ;  he  wilhed  the  de- 
mand had  been  made  earlier  ; 
but  he  urged  the  length  of  its 
Standing  to  be  the  only  objection 
that  could  be  reafonably  made 
to  it.  He  infilled  that  the  ac- 
count was  clearly  and  fairly 
Stated;  that  the  demand  wasjuft; 
that  it  confequently  ought  to  be 
paid  ;  and  that  length  of  time 
did  not  weaken  the  claim  in 
point  of  juStice  or  equity.  The 
good  faith,  the  credit,  the  juStice, 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  were 
all  faid  to  be  deeply  concerned 
in  the  exact  obfervance  of  its 
contracts  with  foreigners,  and  the 
punctual  difcharge  of  its  foreign 
debts.  Any  failure  in  thefe  re- 
fpedts  muit  be  productive  of  the 
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moft  ruinous  confequences,  in 
our  future  connection  and  inter- 
courfe  with  foreign  ftates.  We 
fhould  feel  them  equally  in  the 
affairs    of  war  and  of  peace. 

It  was  alfo  contended  on  the 
fame  fide,  that  this  claim  had 
never  been  rejected  by  the  Ger- 
man commimoners,  as  had  been 
reprefented  in  the  debate.  It 
had  been  only  poftponed,  they 
faid,  from  its  being  connected 
with  fome  other  matter,  which 
prevented  its  being  brou^> 
propriety,  immediately  within 
their  cognir.arce.  They  alfo  af- 
ferted,  that  it  had  never  lairt 
dormant,  and  confidently  that 
it  was  net  an  old  claim  nev,  !y 
revived.  The  claim  was  never 
dropped  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
demand  was  regularly  kept  up, 
according  to  the  u  feral  ( 
forms,  from  the  time  the 
was  incurred,  though  from  va- 
rious caufes  and  delays,  pay 
had  hitherto  been  deferred.  They 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  it 
was  not  brought  on  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  ftipulation,  and 
that  it  did  not  nppfrtain  to  any 
treaty  pad  or  preferrt  ;  but  that 
the  honour  ol  the  nation,  found- 
ed upon  i.s  good  faith  to  all 
mankind,  anc  particularly  to  its 
allies,  rendered  the  payment  in- 
difpeiifable. 

The  reiolution  was  carried  in 
the  CUftlmitiee  of  fupply  upon  a 
diviiio.-.,  by  a  majority  of  38  to 
zo.  %  it  upon  receiving  the  re- 
port n  xt  day  in  the  houfe,  the 
U  was  renewed  with  great 
\var:r.*h,  and  if  a  few  more  of 
untry  gentlemen  had  been 
in  to-.vn,  the  minifter  would  pro- 
bab'  have  found  himfelf  in  a 
minority.     As  it  was,    the  report 


was  agreed  to  only  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eight,  the  numbers  being 
50  to  42,  upon  a  divifion.  It 
was  particularly  obfe^ed,  that 
feme  zealous  courtiers,  and  pro- 
feffed  government  men,  avoided 
voting  upon   this  queftion. 

The  day  after  the  decifion  of 
this  queftion,  Sir  James  , 
Lowther,  who  had  lately  9 
moved  the  amendment  to  the 
civil  lift  bill,  in  favour  of  the 
two  Royal  Brother  Dukes,  moved 
for  a.i  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
to  requeft  an  augmentation  of 
their  annunl  income.  He  ft  .ed 
with  energy,  ar.d  defcribed  with 
a  real  and  afft  ting  fympathy, 
the  caufes    whi  ,  this  mo- 

tion, and  the  particular  circura- 
ftances  of  fituation,  which  ren- 
dered fuch  an  addrefs  neceffary  ; 
circum.iances,  which  were  unfor- 
tunately fo  confpicuous,  as  to  be 
publicly  known  in  every  part 
of  Europe  ;  and  which  he  repre- 
fented, as  not  Iefs  affecting  the 
national  character  and  honour, 
than    the  royal  dignity. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
the  ground  of  propriety,  and  the 
previous  queftion  immediately 
moved.  The  difficulty,  as  well 
as  impropriety,  of  difcufilng  a 
queftion  of  fo  nice  and  delicate 
a  complexion,  were  principally 
infifted  on.  It  would  be  break- 
ing in  upon  the  domeftic  affair* 
of  the  royal  family;  and  ven- 
turing to  enquire  into  matters  of 
fo  tender  a  nature,  as  the  con- 
duct; obferved,  and  the  tranfactions 
that  paffed  in  private  life,  be- 
tween the  Sovereign  and  his  bro- 
thers. Thefe  were,  they  faid, 
matters  by  no  means  fitting  to  be 
brought  forward  as  fubjects  of 
public  difcuffion.     The  Sovereign 
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monld  be  entirely   left  to  his  own  paffed   before  minifters   had  time 

difcretion.  and  he  would  undoubt-  to  recolleft   themselves, 

edly  a::  with  propriety.     It  could  Some    paffages   in    this  fpeech, 

not  out   be   prefumed,     that  at    a  gave,    however,     great  offence    at 

pre;1:':  time  and  feafon,  he  would,  court,    and   their   effect  was   even 

befides    con ful ting   his    own    dig-  faid  to   be  obfervable,  at  the  time 

nity,     give    way  alio  to  the    im-  and   place    where   tkey   were    ad- 

pulfe                .-.ure    and    affection,  dreffed.     The    Speaker    not   only 

But,     they  faid,     it  would    be    in  expatiated   largely    upon  the  zeal 

the  higheft  degree  indecent,    and  and   affection  lhewn    by  the  com- 

prefuming    beyond  the  limits    of  mons,  but  in  giving  the    greater 

duty  and  reverence,  to  pretend  to  force  to   thefe    circumftances,     he 

dictate    to  the  throne,  either  with  cbferved,    "that  it  was  in  a  time 

reipect  to    private  family  conduct  "  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  dtjji- 

or  affairs,    or    to  the  aifpofal   of  "  culty    and    danger t    when    their 

its  own  property.  "  conftituents  were   labouring  un- 

As  the   motion   had    the  whole  "  der  burdens  almolt  too  heavy  to  be 

weight  of  the   court   party  to  en-  "  borne:" — and    in  difplaying  the 

counter,  and   that  feveral    on  the  liberality  of  the  grants,  he  nfed  the 

other  fide    were    not    fatisfied   as  following  expreftions. — "  Have  not 

to    its     propriety,     the    previous  "  only  granted  to  your  Majefty  a 


queftion  was  carried,  after  a  fhort 
debate,  by  a  majority  of  130 
to  45,  by  which  the  propofition 
was  laid  by  without  a  direct 
negative. 

An  unexpected  incident  upon 
this  occafion,  gave  rife  to  ano- 
ther debate,  upon  new  and  ex- 
traordinary ground,  which  was 
agitated    for     feveral   hours   with 


"  large  prefent  fupply,  but  alfo 
"  a  very  great  additional  reve- 
"  nue  ;  —  great  beyond  example  ; 
"  great,  beyond  your  Majelty's 
"  bighcjl  exper.ee. —  But,  all  this, 
"  Sir,  they  have  done,  in  a  well 
"  grounded  confidence,  that  you 
"  will  apply  wifely,  what  they 
"  have  granted  liberally.''' 

The  compliment  which  fucceed- 


great  warmth.  To  explain  this  ed  thefe  paffages,  and  clofed  the 
matter  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fpeech,  was  not  thought  by  fome 
pbferve,  that  on  the  preceding  to  atone  fuffkiently  for  their 
day  but  one,  upon  prefenting  the  freedom.  The  zealous  courtiers, 
bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  and  thofe  who  affect  to  be,  or 
civil  lift  revenue  to  receive  the  are  known,  under  the  familiar 
royal  affent,  the  Speaker  took  denomination  of  King's  friends, 
that  occafion  of  addreffing  the  were  offended  in  the  higheft  de- 
throne in  a  fpeech,  for  which,  gree,  and  confidered  fome  of  thefe 
upon  their  retnrh,  he  immediate-  expreftions  as  conveying  little  lefs 
ly  received  the  unanimous  thanks  than  an  abfolute  infult,  and  o- 
pf  the  houfe,  attended  with  a  thers  as  equally  mifreprefenting 
compliment  of  defiring  that  it  the  fenfe  of  parliament,  and  the 
might  be  printed.  Thefe  thanks,  real  ftate  of  the  nation.  It  was 
and  the  motion  for  printing,  accordingly  determined  to  let  the 
were  prepared  by  fome  members  Speaker  feel  his  fuppofed  error, 
of  the  minority,    and    the    vote  and  that  he   fhould   be   rendered 
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fo  fully    fenfible   of    their   indig-  pufhing  matters  too  far ;  for  though 

ration,  as  that   it    might  operate  they  were    very    well  pleafed  that 

In  preventing   any    future  lapfe  of  the    Speaker     fhculd     meet    with 

the  fame   nature.  what    they    thought  a    feafonable 

In    the    fhort  debate  upon    Sir  rebuke,  they  were   not  at  all  dif- 

James   Lowther's  motion,  a  gen-  pofed  to  make  any   needitfs  trial 

tleman   high  in    office,    and    who  of  the    temper  of  the    houfe,  by 

has  long    been    diftinguifhed   as  a  urging  the  point,  in  an  unprofit- 

principal    leader    in    a    powerful  able   experiment,    to    a    difagree- 

party,     arraigned   the  conduit    of  able    and     hazardous     extremity. 

the  Speaker    with    unufual    vehe-  They    wifhed    matters   to  reft    in 

mence,  and    the  moft  pointed    a-  their  prefer. t  ftate,  and  the  Speaker 

crimony.       He   afferted,  that   the  to    lie    under    an    implication  of 

national  fituation  had  been  grofs-  cenfure,  without  its   being  diredl- 

]y  mifreprefented,  in  a  place,  and  ly  paffed,    or  brought   ablolutely 

in    the    preience    cf  thofe,  where  to   the   queftion. 

nothing  but  truth  fhould  be  heard.  The  oppofition  were  not,   how- 

That  the  fentiments    declared    at  ever,    dilpofed    that  it  fhould  be 

the   bar   of    the    other    houfe    to  patted  off  in    that   manner.     Mr. 

be  thofe    of  the    commons,    were  Fox  immediately   took    the    bufi- 

the  direct  reverfe  ;  that  they  knew  nefs  up    with   his  ufual  fpirit  and 

better  ;    that   for  one,    he    totally  ability.     He  faid  that  the  gentle- 

difclaimed    them  ;     that    he    was  man  had    come    to    the    point  at 

certain    a  very  great   majority  of  once  ;     the  charge  was  open  and 

the  houfe   equally  did    fo  ;     and,  direct ;     the     Speaker   had   either 

that    before    the    houfe   rcfe,    he  mifreprefented    the    fenfe   <«f    the 

trufted  it  would  be  proved,    whe-  houfe,  or  he  had  not ;   the  queftion 

ther  they  thought  with    the   chair  was  fairly   at  ifTue,  and   could  be 

or  with  him.  decided  only    by   the  houfe.     For 

This  charge,  as  foon  as  the  di-  his  part,  he  fufpedted  the  Speaker 

vifton    upon    the   former    queftion  had  not  delivered   the  fentiments 

was  over,  was    taken   up    by    the  of  the  majority,  although   it  was 

Speaker,    and    his    fpeech    beinp-  evident    from   their  journals,  that 

hrft    read,     he    appealed    to    the  he  had   given    the  fenfe     of    the 

journals    for   the   vote  of    thanks  houfe.     He  would,  however,  now, 

that    fucceeded    it,     to    (hew    that  bring   the   queftion  to  a  fair  deci- 

the  fentiments  which  he  had  then  fion,     by  obtaining    the    fenfe   of 

expreffed,  were,  at  that  time,  the  the  houfe    upon  it ;    and    if    the 

fentiments    of    the    houfe.       The  motion  he  was  going  to  make  met 

gentleman    who    had     made     the  with   a  negative,   he  was  of   opi- 

charge,  now  repeated  and  enforced  nion,   that  the  Speaker  could  not 

it    with    full     greater   vehemence,  any   longer  fit  in    that  chair  with 

and   with  additional  circumiknees  reputation  to  himfelf,  nor  be  any 

of  heat  and   acrimony.     ]t,  how-  further    ferviceable  in    his  ftation, 

ever,    now  began  to  appear  rreity  after    being    thus    publicly  defert- 

evident,  that  many  of  thofe  gen-,  ed,   bullied,  and    difgraced.      He 

tlemen     on     the    fame    fide     with  accordingly    mcved,  — "  That  the 

himfelf,   particularly  the  minifters,  "  Speaker  of  this   houfe,  in    his 

grew    apprehenftve    that   he  was  "  fpeech  to   his    Majefty  at    the 

••  bar 
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*'  bar  of  the  houfe    of  peers    on  ingly   recommended    in   the    moll 
"  Wednefday  laft,   and  which  was  preffing  terms  to  the  Speaker,  and 
"  defired    by     this    houfe,    nem.  llrcngly     urged     the    mover    and 
"con.   to  be  printed,  did  exprefs,  fupporters    of    the    queftion,     to 
"with    juft    anJ    proper    energy,  withdraw   the   motion;  and   find- 
"  the  zeal  of  this    houfe    for  the  ing  that  this  propofal   would  not 
"  fupport    of  the  honour  and  dig-  be  complied    with,     they    moved 
"  nny  of  the    crown,   in    circum-  for  an    adjournment. 
"  fiances  of  great  public  charge."  But    the  oppofition   were    upon 
The    Speaker    declared,     with  this  occafion  firm  and  unanimous, 
great  refolutton  ar.d  firmnefs,  that  The    houfe     was     involved    in    a 
he  could  not  think  of  continuing  dilemma,  which  they    were  deter- 
in   a  lituarion    in  which    he  could  mined  it    fliould  not  get  clear   of 
be    no  longer  ferviceable,     which  without  a  deciflcn.     Either  it  muft 
mull   evidently     be     the    cafe,     if  join    them  in  fupportir.g  the  chair, 
the    motion    fhould    be     rejected,  or  fubmit  to  its   utmolt   degrada- 
That   he   had    wilhed  and  intend-  tion,     and    become  chargeable  at 
ed   to  exprefs    the   fenfe     of    the  the   fame   time  with    the    glaring 
houfe,  and  imagined  he  had  done  inconfiftency,  of  undoing  and    re- 
fo  ;   that  he  thought  hirnfelf  fully  probating    on    the   Friday,     thofe 
juitified    by   the  tim~,     the  occa-  acls  which  they  had  done   or  ap- 
fion,    and  varions   concurrent  cir-  plauded  on    the  Wednefday. 
cumitances,     which   all   combined  They   infixed,   that   the  fpeech 
to     ilamp     what    he    had    offered  was  founded    in     truth  ;     that    it 
with    peculiar    propriety.       That  was  highly  necefiary    at  this  fea- 
he     ftill     conceived     he    had    dif-  fon  ;     and    that    it   v                   -red 
charged    his  duty,  which  was  con-  with  the  ftricleft  propriety.     Their 
firmed     by    the    public    approba-  applaufe    of   the   Speaker    for  his 
tion     he   had    received  ;     and     he  fpeech  was   not   greater,  than  fur 
concluded    by   declaring,    that   he  his   hrmnefs,   in    not    accepting  of 
would  not  fit  longer   in  that  chair,  any  tompromife  fhort    of    imme- 
than   he  was  in    the  free    exercile  di                                                    --in£ 
of    his   duty.  the    threats  and   fcothirgj,  which, 
The  gentlemen    on    the  other  they  faid,  had  been  alternately  ufed 
fide,   wanted  much   to  get    rid   of  to  induce  him   to   recede,   and  by 
the  queftion,  without  bringing  it  lo  doing,   to  faerifice  equally  his 
to  any    decifion.     They,     in    ge-  own    honour,  and   the  dignity  of 
neral,  did  not  approve  of  certain  the    houfe.     They  laughed  at  the 
palTages  in  the  fpeech  ;    but  they  new    logic   introduced  by  the  op- 
did   not    from   thence    intend  anv  pofers   of  the   motion,  who    con- 
ceriure   upon    the   Speaker.       He  tended    that    the   fpeech    was    not 
might,  without  the  fmallelt  blame,  the   fenfe  of  the  houfe,     becaufe, 
have    miftaken   or     misdated     the    on   the  very   day   it    was    fpoken, 
fentiments    of  the   houfe.       Nay,  the    houfe   had  declared    the  molt 
in   the    hurry  and  inadvertence  of     warm  and   hearty  approbation  of 
an    extempore   addrefs,   he  might,  it.      This,   they  faid,   might    be  a 
very  poffibly,  not  even  have  flared  ministerial   way   of  drawing  con- 
his  own    exactly.     They   accord-    clulior.s  ;  but    it    was   certain ly  a 

curious 
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curious  one  ;  perhapc  they  had 
been  taught  by  long  experience, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  as 
declared  by  a  majority,  was  not 
its  genuine  fenfe. 

They  infilled,  that  if   the  mo- 
tion of   adjournment  was  carried, 
it  would  not  be  fafe  for  the  Speaker 
to  continue    a  moment  longer  in 
his     prefent    fituation  ;     that    he 
would   in  all    future  occafions  lie 
at    the    mercy    of     his    enemies, 
and  be  liable    to    difgrace  when- 
ever  he    fulfilled  his  duty,    if  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  it  happened 
to   be  contrary  to   the  opinion  or 
liking  of  thofe,  who  were  able  to 
command    a   temporary    majority 
to    overrule    acts    of    unanimity. 
That   the   dignity    of     the   houfe 
was  at  an  end,  if  the   chair  was 
permitted   to  be   degraded ;     that 
the    prefent    blow   was    ultimate- 
ly aimed  at   the  houfe  through  the 
chair;     that    it    was     an    experi- 
ment made   purely  to   try,    what 
pitch  of  humiliation  and  difgrace 
they   would   bear    to  be  let  down 
to  ;   the  attempt  of  a  court  faction, 
to  render   the     reprefentatives   of 
the   people   defpicable,  as  well  as 
deteftable,     in    the    eyes   of  their 
conftituents. 

The  gentleman  who  had  made 
the  charge,  at  length  conceded  in 
fome  degree.  He  laid  he  had  not 
a  wifh  (if  it  had  been  even  in 
his  power,  which  it  was  not  in 
any  degree)  to  drive  the  Speaker 
from  the  chair.  He  only  main- 
tained, which  he  ftill  would,  the 
right  of  private  opinion,  and 
freedom  of  fpeech  ;  of  cenfuring 
what  he  did  not  approve,  with- 
out regard  to  perfons ;  he  faL, 
he  meant  no  more  from  the  be- 
ginning ;  and  if  it  was  now  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  he  would  rea- 
dily   agree   in    withdrawing    ihe 


morion  of  adjournment.  This  be- 
ing accordingly  done,  Mr.  Fox'a 
motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vifion,  and  with  the  appearance 
cf  ahnolt  general  unanimity.  To 
render  the  triumph  compleat,  a- 
nother  gentleman  in  oppofition 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  mould  be  returned  to  the 
Speaker  for  the  difputed  fpeech, 
which  was  likewife  agreed  to. 

A  tranfacliori  of  a  moft  extraor- 
dinary nature  in  the  Eall  Indies, 
and  which  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  a  revolution,  and  the  total 
fubverfion  of  eftablifhed  govern- 
ment in  our  principal  lettlcment 
on  the  coalt  of  Coromandel,  to- 
gether with  feveral  fubfequen:  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  it  in  Leadcn- 
hall-itreet,  were  the  means  of 
bringing  the  affairs  of  the  Eall 
India  company  once  more  within 
the  cognizance  of  parliament. 

It   may   appear  almotr.   needlefs 
to    make    any    obfervation    upon 
the  difficulty    of   coming    at  the 
bare    and     undifguifed    truth,    in 
the  violence    of  faction,     and    a- 
midft  the  rage  of  contending  par-, 
ties,    even   wh  i      their   fphere  of 
action    is  confined    to    our    own 
country,  and  that  their  operations 
appear  almplt  to    be    within   our 
perfon-    observation.     If  fuch  be 
the  cafe  at   home,    how  muft   the 
difficulty  increafe,  when  the  fcene 
of  aclioo  is    laid   ii.  the  remoter! 
parts  cf  the  globe,    from  whence 
no  difinterefted   evidence  can    be 
obtained,     where  every  native  of 
thefe  countries  is  under   a   necef- 
fity  of  chuiing   nis   fide,    and   of 
courfe  imbibing,    Jn  a  greater   or 
lefler   degree,   the    violence,    pre- 
judices, and  animjafity  of  his 
ty  ;     whiiii.     the   only     indifferent 
Ipitaiors,  if  any,    are    rtr 'Tigers, 
who  cannot  underlland    the   fab* 
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jed  of    debate,     and  from  whom  to  be  joined  very  extenfive  views> 
we    could  derive    no  information  and  a  very  afpiring  ambition, 
if  they  had    comprehended   it    en-         Some  events  feemed  calculated 
tirely.     In    thefe    circumftances,  a  to    cherifh    this    ambition,    if   it 
fhort  fketch   of  thofe  diftant   and  really  exiits  in   the   degree  that  is 
controverted   affairs,  fuch  as  they  reprefented.     A    few  years    fince, 
immediately   appear,     and    fo  far  the  fpirit  of  adminiftration  feemed 
only  as    is   requifite  to   give   fome  ftrongly  difpofed   to  trace  out  new 
general  view  of  our  preient  fitua-  fources    of    power    and     wealth, 
tion  in  thofe  countries  with  refped  wherever  they  could  be  difcoverei 
to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage,  in  the  various  and  remote  parts  of 
and    to    illuftrate    tranfadions    at  this  widely  extended  empire.     Be- 
home  with  which  they  are  neceffa-  fides   the  well  known   and    much- 
rily  conneded,  is  all   that  can    be  oifputed   interference  in    the  con- 
reafonably    attempted,    leaving  i:  dud  and  government  of  the  Eaft- 
to  time,  and  to  future  elucidation,  India  company's   affairs   at    home 
to  afcertain  fad,  or  to  redify  er-  and  abroad,  it    became   a    part  of 
ror,  and  to  the  parties  concerned,  the   fyftem  of  policy  then  purfued 
to  enter  into   fpecific  explanations  that  the  crown  fhould  fuperintend 
of  their  condud.  the  affairs  of   the   company,  and 
It  is  reprefented  on  one  fide,  and  on   an  idea  of  oppreffion    fuffered 
feems  to  be  pretty  well  eitabiifhcd,  by    the    princes    of    the   country 
that  Mahornmed   Aly   Cawn,  the  mould  eftablifh  connection  in  In- 
INabob  of  Arcot,   has,  through  the  dia,    totally   diftind  and   feparate 
protedion  and  alliance  of  the  Eail-  from  that  body.     In  purfpance  of 


India  company,  grown  to  very 
great  power,  and  it  is  farther  laid, 
to  an  uncontrouled  influence,  not 
only  over  the  natives,  but  by  va- 
rious management,  over  the  Bri- 
tiih  fettlements  alio ;  in  the  prin- 
cipal of  which,   for  the  purpofe,  it 


this  defign,  agents,  or  miniiicrs, 
were  employed  with  plenipoten- 
tiary powers,  to  negotiate  treaties 
diredly  with  fome  of  the  princes 
of  the  country,  and  particularly 
with  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

'*    natever  wifdom there  mightbe 


is  faid,  of  exercifing  this  influence,  in  this  meafure,  or  however  great 
he  has  chofen  his  refidence.  He  the  future  benefits  to  be  derived 
has  formed  a  confiderable  army  on  from  it  may  be,  it  certainly  tended 
the  European  model,  and  officered  much  to  lower  the  Eaft-India  com- 
moflly  by  Englifh  ;  and  has  in  pany  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives, 
general  coDduded  himfelf  with  and  to  relax  that  force  of  opinion, 
iuch  prudence  and  ability,  as  to  which  forms  the  principal  inftru- 
fupport  himfelf  in  a  higher  ftyle  of  ment  in  the  government  of  man- 
dignity,  than  moil  of  thofe  magi-  kind  throughout  every  part  of  the 
Urates,  who  fet  up  for  a  fort  of  in-  globe.  Totally  ignorant  of,  and 
dependent  powers  on  the  decline  of  totally  incapable  of  comprehend- 
the  Mogul  empire  ;  and  who  were  ing,  the  diftind  difMbutions  of 
aided  in  their  eltablifhment  by  the  power  which  are  allotted  to  the 
fortune  and  arms  of  the  Eaft-India  different  parts  in  a  mixed  govern- 
$ompany.  To  his  ability  is  faid  ment  like  ours,  and  that  compli- 
cated 
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cated  feries  of  connexion  and  de- 
pendance  which  form  their  union, 
they  only  looked  up  to  the  com- 
pany in  the  grofs,  as  the  greateft 


made  princes  was  fwelled,  when, 
inftead  of  abjett  dependents  on  the 
company,  they  found  themfelve* 
confidered  as  friends,    allies,  fo- 


aggregate  body  of  power  cf  which  vereigns,     and    equals,     by     that 

they  had  any   knowledge.     They  mighty  and  overruling  power,  with 

faw  that  her  fimple  and   avowed  whom  they  had  till  then  been  in  a 

fervants,  far  exceeded  their  greateft  manner  unacquainted, 

princes  in  power.  They  had  heard  In   this  ftate  of  affairs,  and  in 

of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  poflefnon,  it  is  faid,  of  the  power, 

they  had  alfo  heard  of  the  Stadt-  wealth,    and    qualities    which   we 

holder  of  the  United  Provinces;  have  defcribed,    Mahommed  A\y 

thefe    were    titles,   the    nature  of  Cawn  is   rcprefented,  as  applying 

which  they  neither  underftood,  nor  them   with  fuch    art  and    fuccefs, 

gave  themfelves  the  trouble  to  en-  that  he    obtained    an   overruling, 

quire  into ;  but  they  had  long  ex-  if  not  boundlefs   influence,  in  the 

perience,    that     the    Englifli   and  Englifh   counfels   at  Madrafs.     If 

Dutch  companies  were  in  the  full  fuch   was   his  defign,  he  certainly 

pofleflion  and   exercife  of   all   the  fhewed  himfelf  equal  to  the  purfuit, 


powers  of  lovereignty. 

But  when  thefe  people  difcover- 
ed,  that  thofe  whom  they  had  hi- 
therto been  accuftomed  to  confidcr 
^s  the  princes  of   the  earth,  were 


for  laying  by  the  jealous  ftate  and 
diftant  pride  of  an  eaftern  defpot, 
he  feemed  to  become,  as  nearly  as 
it  could  poflibly  be  admitted,  an 
inmate,  and  member  of  the  Britilh 


in    reality  the  meie  fubje&s   of  a     community    at    that      fettlement, 


great  monarch ;  (a  ftate  which 
they  could  not  feparate  in  their 
ideas  from  the  molt  abjedl  flavery) 


making  the  outward,  or  black 
town,  as  it  is  called,  the  principal 
feat  of  his  refidence,  where  his  pa- 


that  they  had  not  even  the  honour  lace   adjoins   to    the   walls  of  the 

of  being  his  fervants  ;   when   thefe  Englifh  fortrefs  or  town.     By  thefe 

agents,  to  give  the  greater  efficacy  means,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  in 

to  their  commiflion,  led  them  into  conflant  pofleflion    of  every  tranf- 

all  the  mofl   hidden  arcana  of  the  action    that   pafled,     and  even  of 

company ;     when    they    perceived  every  propofal  or  defign  that  ori- 


with  amazement,  that  even  its  de- 
legated powers  were  to  expire  in  a 
few  years,  and  that  they  were  to 
look  elfewhere  for  all  future  in- 
terefts  and  connections,  they  a- 
wakened  as  from  a  dream  ;  and 
they  regarded  with  an  indignation 
and  contempt,  equal  to  the  fup- 
pofed  impofltion,  thofe  whom  they 


ginated  in  that  fettlement.  Un- 
doubtedly, it  feems  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  confidence  in  the 
faith  of  an  eaftern  prince,  to  admit 
of  fo  clofe  and  intimate  a  connec- 
tion. Thofe  who  were  jealous  of, 
or  enemies  to  the  Nabob's  power 
and  greatnefs,  have  not  failed  to 
fuggeft  that  fuch  a  degree  of  near- 


had  lately  revered  as  the  firft  of  nefs  could  not  be  unattended  with 
mankind.  Some  conception  may  danger,  if  any  evil  was  intended, 
be  eafily  formed,  how  the  pride  For  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
and  fdf- importance  of  thefe  new-     prince  to   draw  great    bodies  of 

troops 
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trocp3  at  all  times  into  the  fettle-  both  with  the  company  and   Na- 

ment,  as  cuftomary  guards  and  at-  bob,  and  had   been  engaged  with 

tcndants  upon  his  perfon,  and  that  them  in  the  joint  perils  and  for- 

thei'e  might  be  er.f.!y,  and  perhaps  tune    of    Former    wars.      On    the 

imperceptibly  incr.-afed,  in  a  fea-  fetdement    of   the    affairs    of    the 

fori   of  unfufpefting  confidence,  it  Eatt  Indies  a:  the  treaty  of  Paris, 

would   be    well    if  any    watch     or  it  was  thought  necefTary  to  put  an 

ftrictnefs  of  discipline  could  guard  end  to  the  difpute  between  trance 

2gainft  a -furprize  in    fuch  a  iitua-  and   England,  who  fupported   the 

tion.     His  friends  have  given  the  interests  of  different  pretenders  to 

thing    anther   turn  ;  and  alledge  power  in   that  part  of  the  world, 

his  refidence  there,  as  well  as  the  France    was    accordingly    obliged 

army  he  keeps  general                   A  to  admit   Salabat    Jing    as    lawful 

with   Englilh,    as                   proofs  Soubdh  of  the  Becan  ;   and  Maho- 

of  an  attachment,  without  defign  med  Ali  Cav.n,  as   lawful  Nabob 

on   his  part,    and  without  danger  of  the  Carnatic.    The  Mogul,  v.  ho 

on  ours.  was  much  at  the  difcretion  of  the 

Whatever  foundation  there  may  Englifh,  readily  granted,  on  his 
be  for  the  charge  or  fuppoution  of  part,  from  time  to  time,  fuch 
this  Prince's  poifeiiing  an  undue  in-  powers  as  were  neceflary  to  con- 
fluence at  Madrafc,  it  is  certain^  firm  theft  arrangements.  To 
that  a  joint  enterprise  which  was  complete  this  (ettlethent,  accounts 
undertaken  by  the"  company's  were  liquidated,  and  a  convention 
forces  in  that  prefidency  with  the  made  under  the  authority  and  gaa- 
Nabob's,  cfTbrded  too  much  co-  rantee  of  th*  company  be:. 
lour  to  fuch  an  opinion,  and  un-  tlic-ir  own  allies.  Mahomed 
happily  contributed  its  full  lhare,  v. a!  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of,  and 
along  with  other  eaftern  exorbi-  to  receive  i p.  future,  the  tribute  due 
tancies,  deeply  to  affect  our  na-  to  the  Mogul,  for  which  he  was 
tional  character  both  in  Europe  a::d  to  be  accountable  to  their  common 
Afia.  This  was  the  famous  ex-  fuperior,  and  to  have  a  confider- 
pedition  to  T^njour;  an  enter-  able  fum  for  himfelf.  The  King 
prize  which  has  been  heard  of  in  of  Tanjour  was  to  remain  in  all 
fcvery  part  of  the  world,  and  which  other  refpects  as  before  in  poffef- 
bad  been,  on  the  firfr.  narratives^  fion  of  his  dominions,  I 
condemned  for  it;  crue:-y  and  in-  his  right  wa3  fully  cor.ftr.r.ed. 
juftice  '\  lerei  cr  it  ivas  heard.  -quent   to    this    agreement   a 

The>                   . ir.g  cf  Tanjcur,  variety  of    tranfaclions    happened 

is   one  of   thofe  Ger.too   Princes,  between  him  and  the  Nabob  ;  and 

whofe   anceftor3  had  been  long  in  new  accounts   were  opened. — The 

pcfTeffion  of  the  country,  and  who  King  of  Tanjour  alledging  that  ha 

had  never  been  entirely  fabdued  by  ought   to   be    allowed    for    his  ex- 

the     Mogul    Tartars  ;     but    were  pences  in  certain  military   fervices 

rendered  tributary  to  their  empire,  rendered   to   the  Nabob  ;   the  Na- 

the    government    being    otherwife  bob  ir,£fting  on  receiving  ir 

retained     in    the    original   hands,  diate   payment  of  the  fums   ilipu- 

This   Prince  had    been    for  many  lated    under    the    late   convention 

years,  and  was    fiill,    in   alliance  without  any  abatement. 

Vol.  XX.   1777,  [G]                                    Theft 
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Thefe  difputes,  whether  carried 
on  upon  their  proper  bottom,  or 
raifed  as  a  pretence  of  more  ferious 
quarrel;  continued  for  fome  time. 
The  Nabob,  however,  prevailed 
with  the  powers  at  Madrafs,  and 
with  the  royal  commiffioners  to  fall 
in  with  his  views,  without  any 
hearing  or  dccifion  on  the  merits  or 
the  controverfy  ;  and  a  war,  on 
pretence  of  a  delay  in  payment, 
broke   out. 

The  King  of  Tanjour  was  little 
able  to  withftand  the  united  force 
of  the  company  and  Nabob.  He, 
however,  defended  his  capital 
bravely  ;  but  being  fubdued  after  a 
fharp  liege,  the  unhappy  Prince 
was  ftri|  ped,  without  remorle  or 
pity,  of  every  thing  bat  life.  His 
lorn  was  feized  by  the  Nabob, 
his  treafures  applied  to  the  ex- 
pences  cf  the  war,  and  to  other 
prefent    pi  whilil   his  fub- 

jefts,  who   were  among  the  mod 
induftriou;  i  )  India,  expe- 

rienced all  the  cruelty  and  rapacity 
of  a  .n  conqueil  dad  go- 

vernment. 

1  he  account  of  this  tranfaQ 

...res  of  the 
I,    and    ruin    of    a 
ffien  1  ,  in  Co  unexampled 

a  manner,  -  in- 

dignation in  the  c:  .  .a  it 

arrived   in    England.      Nor  were 
they  without  apprehenfions  for  the 
ats  on  the 
t       '.    when    ihey    confidert 
b>  Id.iefs  of  dedign,  promptnefs  of 
ition,  and    apparent  indifrer- 
ence  as   to   their  liking  or  refent- 
.   which  -J  ■  ied  this  en- 

terprize.     That  viiible  afcendency 
over   the  counfels  and    actio 
their  fervancs,  cf  which  the  N 
bad    new    civ..  i  igercu*    a 


proof,    was    ftill    more    alarming 
than  any  other  circurr.ftance. 

Nor  was  his  conduct  in  other  re- 
fpecls,  both  then  and  after,  wholly 
without  fufpicions.  Among  other 
inftances  which  did  not  carry  the 
moil  plealing  appearance,  he  re- 
moved his  eldeft  fon,  a  Prince  of 
a  moderate  temper,  from  all  power, 
and  from  the  command  of  his 
army,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  his  fecond  fon,  a  young  man 
who  is  reprefented  as  violent  in  his 
temper,  and  pofTefTed  of  ability, 
with  a  ilrong  fpirit  of  enterprize. 

This  violent  depofition  of  the 
King  of  Tanjour  with  all  its  cir- 
cumitances,  was  fo  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  the  company  and  to  the 
fpirit  of  its  orders,  that  it  was  im- 
mediately determined  to  reitore 
him  to  his  dominions;  but  the 
manner  of  carrying  this  defign  into 
execution  required  fome  coniidera- 
tion.  It  was  not  to  be  committed 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  fervants, 
who  had  already  fet  their  feals  upon 
the  outrage  and  wrong  ;  and  who, 
if  other  motives  did  not  even  pre- 
vail, could  fcarcely  now  retract 
from  that  decided  part  which  they 
had  already  taken,  and  in  which 
it  was  thought  they  had  fo  vail  a 
e  of  intere:":.  The  company 
far  from  wifiiing  to  fall  out 
the  Nabob,  if  it  could  be 
led;  nor  were  they  dilpofed 
to  ur:e  matters  to  any  extremity 
.  fervants  for  what  was 
paft.  The  reiteration  was  deter- 
mine.!, as  an  act  equally  neceflary 
from  the  motives  of  juftice,  public 
opinion,  and  good  policy ;  but 
they  wilhed  that  all  previous  mat- 
ters  relative  to  it    (hould  reft   in 

i   !!,   without  further   cv 
cr  enquiry. 
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Iiwas  therefore  neceffary  to  fend  wliich  had    been  the   fcene   of  his 

fomc  perfon  out  as  Governor    and  former    power    and    glorv,    where 

Prefident  of  Madrafs,    who  fhould  his  name  and  actions  were  ftil]  frefh 

carry  full  powers  for  the  execution  and  alive,  and  where  the  principal, 


of  this  difficult  and  delicate  com- 
mifiion  ;  and  it  was  equally  necel- 
fary,  that  the  perfon  fo  fent, 
fhould,  befides  the  mod  nflhtcor- 
ruptible  integrity,  poffefs  a  degree 


and  mod  dangerous  parrv,  was 
little  more  than  the  creature  of  his 
own  making,  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  di  .  1  advan- 
tages ;  and    that    he    might   have 


of    weight    and     perfonal    conie-  performed  thofe  aSs  without  envv 

quence,  fufficient  to  imprefs  a  due  or   jcaloufv,     which     would    have 

fenfe  of  refpecton  the  Nabob,  and  been  oppofed  or  refented  in  other 

to  awe  any  factions  that  prevailed  hands. 

among  th'.ir  own  fervants.      A  full  in    the  'D0b 

knowledge  of  the  company's   sf-  d    art,   uas 

fairs  at   home   and    abroad,  with  providing    i^t   everv    poSible,    as 

fuch  a  ftock  of  resolution  and  judg-  we!!  as  expected  coi  of  the 

ment  as   would  be  fufficient  to  re-  Tanjour    bufinefs.     T.' 
ftore  energy    to  their  govern m  .1  that    n 

on  the  coalt  of  Commanded,   wefie  fore  the  arrival   o 

matters  fo  effential  in  thi-ir  nature,  his   governraeti   .  a    full 

that  no  deficiency  in  any  part  could  feope  for  the  exercife  of  hi'  ability 
be  difpenfed  with,  h    the  part 

It  could   fcarcejy  be   imagined,  which    th  taken 

that  the  lute  Lord  Pi  jot  woul  I  not  would  necefTarily  infl  lei 
be  looked   to,  as  ar.iweri:  of  the  Eftglifh  pre 


ideas  more  fully  than  any  other 
perfon  that  coold  be  thought  of, 
and  as  calculated  in  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  t>  r':ve  effect  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  company.  His 
brave    defence   of    Mad 


Or   contr- 
act,  he  thought  pru_ 

dent   to    i    • 


d  c 


.    i 


given  the  firlt  effectual  check  to  the  cf  the  kingdom  of  Tan 

views   of  the  French  in  the  E2lt,  accordingly  borh 

and  the  firft  turn  to  fortune  in  our  monevfrom  levera!  mem1 

favour.      To    him    the    company  council,    and   fome   other 

were,  perhaps,  indebted   for  their  w  \    influence   he 

now  holding   a  Jingle  poffefllon  in  might    be    i  towards 

India;   and    to   him  the  Nabob  of  completion  of!:: 

Arcot  was    undoubtedly  indebted  faid,  directly  brihdii 

for    his    prefent    exalted    fortune,  r. iort  the"  revenues  cf '. 

His  civil  government  had  been  as  to  the-n,   aj 
Celebrated  as  his  military  exploits-; 
and  his  private  character  had  pro- 
cured him  a  very  e.\  ten  five  fhare  of 

efteem.      It  was^  not  unreafonablv,  t~ 

30 fed,   that   the  appearance   of  n  it   nii^ht 

a  man*    «pon    that   ground  pi 

J* 
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Rajah's  treafures  and  perfonal  ef- 
fects, and  the  feizure  of  his  reve- 
nue?, the  country  was  stripped  as 
bare  as  it  could  poffibly  admit, 
without  the  total  ruin  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  immediate  destruc- 
tion of  their  agriculture  and  com- 
mence. 

Lord  Pigot  arrived  in  his  go- 
vernment about  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1775.  As  we  mall  avoid 
entering  into  the  difputes  between 
him  and  the  majority  cf  his  coun- 
cil, any  farther  than  is  immedi- 
ately necefl'ary  for  conducting  our 
narrative,  much  lefs  fhail  we  en- 
quire into  the  merits  of  thofe  quef- 
tions  which  were  fo  violently  agi- 
tated between  them,  and  which 
produced  the  extraordinary  confe- 
quences  that  followed. 

It  will  be   fufficient   to  obferve, 
that  notwithstanding  the   previous 
meafures  which   had    been    taken, 
and    the  violent  oppofition  he  ex- 
perienced,   Lord  Pigot   fucceeded 
fo  far  in  the  execution  of  his  com- 
xniffion,  as  to  reftore   the  King  of 
Tanjour   to    the  poffeffion    of  his 
ancient  and  hereditary  dominions. 
This  meafure,  however,  feems  to 
have  procured  him  the  mortal  en- 
mity  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
and  the  molt  determined  oppofition 
within  his  government.     In  con- 
sequence of  this    oppofition,    he 
was    thwarted   and    overruled   in 
every  meafure  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  who  were  fupported 
and  itrengthened  by  the  dangerous 
power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 
The  difputes  grew  hotter  from  day 
to  day.     And  the  cabals  with  the 
Nabob  grew  clofer  and  clofer.     It 
was  of  the  »reatelt  moment  to  fend 
a  proper  officer  to  Tanjour.     The 
opposition  part  of  the  council  hrlt 


agreed  with  the  Governor  on  the 
meafure,  and  the  designation  of 
the  perfon.  They  foon  changed 
their  mind  about  the  latter.  They 
infilled,  that  being  the  majority 
of  the  council,  they  had  a  right  to 
do  all  things,  notwithstanding  the 
diffent  of  the  Governor.  He  con- 
tended, that  the  Governor  was  a 
necefTary  part  in  every  legal  and 
orderly  act  of  government.  Lord 
Pigot  finding  that  he  could  not 
bind  them  te  any  plan  ;  and  that, 
as  he  affirmed,  they  were  actuated 
by  no  other  principle  than  that  of 
travcrfing  all  his  endeavours  for 
carrying  the  orders  of  the  com- 
pany into  execution,  he  took  a 
strong  and  bold  meafure,  and 
having  put  the  queltion,  carried 
the  fuipenfion  of  two  of  the  coun- 
cil by  his  own  calling  vote.  We 
call  it  a  itrong  meafure,  for  whe- 
ther it  be  strictly  legal  is  not  yet 
determined.  By  his  fupreme  au- 
thority in  thefortrefs,  he  alfo,  for 
iimilar  difebedience,  put  under  an 
arreft  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  forces. 

A  violent  outcry  was  imme- 
diately raifedby  the  fecluded  mem- 
bers againft  this  aft,  as  tending  to 
give  the  Governor  an  arbitrary 
power  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
council  appointed  to  ailill  or  to  con- 
troul  him.  But  they  were  refolved 
not  to  rely  on  argument  or  debate; 
or  to  wait  the  decihon  of  the  com- 
pany on  the  controverted  point. 
They  formed  with  great  fecrecy  a 
plot  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the 
President,  and  lor  effecting  a  revo- 
lution in  the  fettlement  which 
mould  put  the  power  entirely  into 
their  own  hands.  In  confluence 
of  the  arreft  laid  upon  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  Colonel  Stuart,  of  courfe, 
fucceeded  to  the  immediate  com- 
mand 
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mand  of  the  forces.  Though  this 
gentleman  was  in  the  higher!  ilate 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
ship with  the  Governor,  he  not- 
withitanding  entered  deeply  into 
the  views  of  the  fufpended  mem- 
bers and  their  powerful  adherents, 
who  had  altogether  formed  the 
abovementioned  fcheme,  under  the 
inlligation  and  direction,  as  it  is 
faid,  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
for  violently  feizing  Lord  Pigot's 
perfon,  and  depofing  him  with 
equal  violence  from  his  govern- 
ment. 

The  throwing  of  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh  military  weight  into  the  fame 
fcale  with  the  Nabob,  his  fon, 
army,  and  a  majority  of  the  civil 
power,  rendered  the  fate  of  the 
Governor  inevitable.  To  carry 
the  plot  into  execution,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  induce  him  to  go  out  of 
the  garrifon,  as  any  military  vio- 
lence offered  to  his  perfon  within 
the  precincts  of  the  fortrefs,  would 
involve  the  actors  in  the  fevere 
penalties  of  the  mutiny  laws.  The 
Colonel,  well  aware  of  this  cir- 
cumltance,  with  a  degree  of  ad- 
drefs,  which,  however  it  may  do 
credit  to  his  ability  in  point  of 
itratagem,  on  other  accounts,  can 
hardly  admit  of  praife,  or  even  of 
excufe,  inveigled  him  to  quit  that 
fituation,  which  could  alone  afford 
him  protection  and  fecurity.  Hav- 
ing paiTed  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
Wxth  LordPi"Ot  on  the  moil  frier.d- 
Jy  terms,  the  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather  afforded  an  opportunity  in 
the  evening,  for  perfuading  him  to 
go  for  the  night  to  a  villa,  appro- 
priated to  the  ufe  of  the  Governors, 
whither,  as  an  inducement,  the 
Colonel  invited  himfelf  to  accom- 

Aug.  24th,  P"y  him.  In  the  way, 
„•■  tney  were  iurrounded, 
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as  had  been  concerted, 


by  an  officer  and  party  cf  feapoys, 
both  in  the  company's  fervice, 
when  under  the  aufpices,  and  the 
immediate  hands,  of  his  late  com- 
panion and  gueit,  he  was  thruft 
out  of  his  chaife,  withcircumftances 
of  not  lefs  rudenefs  than  violence, 
and  carried  prifoner  to  a  place  call- 
ed the  Mount,  where  he  was  placed 
under  a  llrong  military  guard.  and 
confined  in  the  itricteil  manner. 

In  this  fituation,  his  life  feem» 
for  fome  time  to  have  been  in  fuch. 
imminent  danger,  that  the  only 
object  of  furprize  at  this  diflance 
is,  how  he  could  pofhbly  have 
efcaped  it.  Public  orders  in  wri- 
ting, ligned  by  the  principal  lead- 
ers of  the  con  fpiracy,  were  imme- 
diately ifTued  to  the  guard  at  the 
Mount,  by  which  inftant  death 
was  to  be  the  confeqaence  of  any 
attempt  towards  a  refcue  of  his 
perfon.  The  Nabob's  fon,  who 
was  not  expected  to  be  capable  of 
hefitating  at  any  act  u  ual  in  fuch 
cafes    am  ra    politicians, 

had  a  powerful  army  fpread  all 
over  the  country  :  it  was  even  faid 
by  Lord  Pigot's  friends,  that  he 
had  before  ma«le  attempts  to  pro- 
cure his  aifaffi  nation  ;  and  evidence 
has  been  given,  by  the  party  on 
whom  the  attempt  was  fuppofed  to 
be  made,  that  he  had  offered  great 
rewards  to  a  Britifh  officer  in  his 
fervice  for  the  accomplishment  cf 
that  purpole. 

However  this  mav  be,  an  extra- 
ordinary act  of  refolution,  and 
very  ftrong  exertion  of  great  natu- 
ral fortitude  in  a  molt  trying  and 
perilous  fituation,  feems  too  evi- 
dently, in  one  ir.itance,  to  have 
been  the  means  of  preferving  hi$ 
life.  He  was  awaked  in  the  dead 
of  night,  by  the  arrival  of  an  officer 
with  a  party  of  horfe,  who  brought 
a  peremptory  order  for  his  imme- 

[G]  3  diate 
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diate  removal  from  the  Mount, 
without  any  fpecification  how  he 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  or  whither 
he  was  to  be  carried.  In  this 
dreadful  fixation,  Lord  Pigot  ab- 
folbtely  refufed  to  quit  the  place, 
in  that  time  and  manner.  He  told 
them,  with  an  undaunted  voice  and 
nance,  that  they  might  mur- 
der him,  or  tear  him  to  pieces,  if 
they  chofe  it;  thefe  were  ads 
which  he  could  not  prevent ;  but 
they  mult  be  done  upon  the  fpot  ; 
for  he  declared,  with  the  utmoft 
vehemence,  that    they  fhou'd   not 

iiim  alive  from  the  place. 
He  then  appealed  co  the  feelings  of 
the  foldier.'  ;  reminded  them  of  his 
rank,  of  his  former  ads,  and  his 
prefent  condition  ;  and  called  upon 
them,  whether  as  men,  as  foldiers, 
as  Britons,  or  as  Chriftiam,  they 
could  bear  to  fee  him  dragged  away 
to  be  murdered,  in  fo  bafe,  fo 
cowardly,  and  fo  inhuman  a  man- 
ner. It  is  faid,  that  the  counte- 
nance, and  appearances  of  fympa- 
thy  fhewn  by  the  foldiers,  prevent- 
ed the  further  pruiecution  of  this 
defign. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpira- 
tors  and  their  friends  had  poffeffed 
themfelves,  uader  a  courfe  of  k-gal 
forms,  of  all  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment. They  declared,  that 
the  Governor  had  by  a  breach  of 
fome  bye  laws,   and    by  fome    fai- 

in  net  c\"acl!y  complying  with 
all  the  claufes  of  the  regulating 
ad,  forfeited  all  legal  right  and 
authority  to  act  mhis  ftation  ;  and 
they  accordingly  appointed  their 
principal  leader  to  be  h:s  fucceflbr 
Sri  the  government.  Noth with- 
standing their  former  complaints  of 
Lord  Pigot,  for  fufpending  cer- 
tain members  of  the  council,  they 
proceeded  to  copy  the  ad,  which 


(hey  had  afiigned  as  a  reafen  for 
his  being  violently  deprived  of  his 
government,  and  removed  his 
friends  from  the  council.  Both 
parties  fent  confidential  perfons  as 
expreffes  to  England,  the  one  to 
arraign,  and  the  other  to  fupport 
and  jullify  the  late  proceedings. 

Nor  was  the  Nabob  idle,  unpre- 
pared,  or  liable  to  furprize.  He 
had  already  provided,  with  his 
ufual  forefight,  for  thofe  contin- 
gencies, which  various  combina- 
tions of  time,  circumllance,  and 
fituation  might  produce.  He  early 
few,  that  his  conqueft  of  Tanjour, 
and  his  afcendancy  at  Madrafs, 
could  be  productive  of  no  Iafting 
advantages,  unlefs  he  could  efta- 
blifh  fuch  a  powerful  intereft  in 
England,  as  would  (lamp  upon 
them  a  permanency  and  real  value. 
His  mind  was  comprehenfive 
enough  to  form  the  idea,  or  facile 
enough  to  receive  the  impreffion 
from  others,  of  turning  the  tables, 
for  once,  upon  Europe,  and  of  in- 
troducing for  the  firittime,  eafiern 
jes,  into  the  counfels  and  po- 
litick.- of  the  weftern  world.  The 
example  of  public  agency  and  ne- 
gociation  had  already  been  fet  on 
the  one  fide,  and  there  feemed  no 
reafon  why  it  mould  not  be  adopted 
on  the  other,  whenever  particular 
circumfrance-  rendered  it  ne;c: 
He  had  according'}',  fome  confi- 
derable  time  bef.-.re,  appointed  an 
agent  or  minilter  to  manage  and 
condud  his  affairs  in  England  ; 
with  the  artful  and  politic  cat 
of  not  making  a  public  difpb.  or 
avowal  of  his  powers,  until  fuch 
r.ftances  (liouid  occur,  as  ren- 
dered it  neceffcry  to  bring  them 
into  adion.  This  r.ger.t  was  likely 
to  have  the  more  Weight,  as  bein^ 
of  Great-Britain,  and 
empl 
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employed  alfo  on  bulinefs   of 
portance,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernor-General of  Bengal. 
It  cannot   bst  appear  e 
nary  at  this  diltance,  to   whoever 
ccniiders  the  nature  and  violence  of 
the  revolution    at  Madrafs,    which 
in  all  royal  governments  c 
been    conibued  into  nothi 
than  treafon  and  rebellion,   that  it 
fliould    notwithstanding    have  re- 
ceived   the   fan&ion   and  approba- 
tion of  the  Governor  and  council 
of  Bengal.     Such,  however,  is  the 
fact  ;   and  this  circumitance  has  af- 
forded  a  colourable  ground   of  ar- 
gument to  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tlemen at  Madraf-,  in  the  defence 


of  the  presi- 
ding  f'aion  at   Madrafs,     ai 
the   Nabob,    were,    however,   nu- 
merous and  aclive.    \  ■ 
to    m  my    more    1  ,     the 

•  anmei'.t    leaned    to 
that  fid-. 

In  the  court  of  directors,  the 
in  the  beginning 
pretty  equal  on  each  fide.  It  is 
to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  few  we-.:  fo 
far  as  entirely  to  juftify  the 
tranfac":   :;;   in  :  ..res  ;    but 

thofe  who    ft  i   that    fi  '        I 

the  quellion,  as  din 

'teas  Lord  Pi 
conduct.,  which  they  charged 
violence  and  irregularity  in    r 


or  exculpation   of  the  conduit  of    inilances,   but   particularly    in  the 
the    prevailing    faftion.      On   the     fufpenfion  of  two  members  of  the 


other  hand,    the   Mayor   and   his 
court  at  the  latter  place,  together 
.  the  greater  p3rt  of  the  Britiih 
inhabitants,  including   even  thofe 
whoexercifed  various  offices  in  the 
feveral  departments  of  government- 
ifticc,     declared    loudlv 
:v  again  ft  the  violence  and  in- 
jury offered  to  their  governor,    and 
with  a  fpirit  and  resolution,   which 
muft    ever    reflecl    honour, 
founded    upon    principle,  aLri'ued 
without  referve,  their obedien 
cr  acting  under,   the  prefent  f) 

of  power,   merely  to  their  defire  of    That    the  n  of  the  King 

preferving  order  and  peace  in  the  ofTanjour,  was  in  itfelf  an  irn- 
lettlcment,  and  not  by  any  means  prudent  and  unwife  meafure.  That 
as  admitting  or  acknowledging  its  if  i:  had  been  even  otherwise,  at 
juftice  or  legality,  the  time  of  the  determination  in 

The  account  of  this  revolution,     England,  the  diilance  of  time  a.d 
excited  great  furprize    and    indie-     place,   and  the   chan  h  af- 

nation  in  the  company  in  general,  fairs  necefiarily  underwent  in  tht 
Whilfl.  almofl  all  perfons,  whether  interval,  rendered  the  majority  of 
included  in  that  body  or  not,  felt  the  council  at  Madrafs  much  better 
the  utmoft  commiferation  for  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  Lord  Pigot, 


council,  and  the  arreft  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  contended  from 
thence,   that    the    fu  mea- 

fures  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  became  in  part,  if  not 
in    the  1  (ably   ne- 

ceflary  for  the  pref<  f  the 

Settlement.  That  by  his  iil  treat- 
ment of  the  Nabob,  .  reatly 
endangered  the  cotr  iihhdrs 
on  the  coaft.  That  all  matters  of 
form,  and  leffrr  confiderations, 
muft  give  way  to  the  common 
fafety,  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger. 


whofe  fate  people  in  general  we  e 

apt  to  confider  as  fixed  and  irrevo- 


s  of  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  carrying  the  mcaihhre  iota 
execution,    than    the    companv   at 
home  cc-iiid    poifibly    be   fuppofed. 
[G]   4  They 
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They  conch  ded,   by  defcending  to  pretorian   bands  before   them  33  % 

throw  the  foulelt  afperfions  on  Lord  model,  and   intended    to  create  or 

Pigot's  character,  and  by  attribut-  deitroy  governors  or   commanders, 

ing    nis    conduct,    relative  to   the  as  the    others  had  done  emperors. 

Rajah,  to  thofe  unworthy  motives,  Perhaps,  faid  they,  their  r.ext  ex- 

which,     though    not    in    the  leaft  p'oit  may  be,  the  fetting  up  of  the 

fupported,  z^  againft  him,  it  muft  prefidency  of  Madrafs  to  the  highefl 

bee.  -  had  upon  many  bidder.     Iv.dzed,  it  could  afford  no 

occafions,    too   great  an  influence  extraordinary    degree  of    furprize 

upon  public  tranfactions  in  India,  nqw,  if  it   fhould    be  difcovered, 

But   i:  was  obvious,  that  the  con-  that   all    the    fettlements    on   that 

duct  of  his    adverfaries    might    at  coaft  were  put  up  to  Tale. 

leaft   as  naturally  be  attributed  to         They   faid,     that   the  company 

the  fame  caufe  ;  efpecially  as  Lord  had  no  danger  to  apprehend  on  the 

Pigot   had   ailed   in.  obedience  to  coaft    of   Coromandel,     but    what 

his  direct  orders.  arofe  from   the  overgrown   power 

On  the  other  fide,  they   infifted  and    wealth    of  the   Nabob,     and 

upon  the  juftice,  the    policy,  and  from   the    afcendancy    which,     by 

the  wifdom,  of  the   reftoration  of  unfair    and    unworthy    means,    he 

the  King  of  Tanjour.     It  was  the  had  obtained  over  the  conduct   of 

deliberate,  and  in  a  greater  degree  their   fe'rvants.       The   caufes    and 

than   ulual,  unanimous  act  of  the  effects   on    both  fides    played  into 

company.     The  refolution  for  that  each  other.     He  had  obtained  un- 

meakire   had  been   carried    by  the  due  power  and  wealth  through  the 

votes  of  feven  teen  directors  ;  it  was  fault  of  their  fervauts,    ar.d  that 


confirmed  ind  ratified  by  the  com- 
pany at  large.  There  would  be  at 
once  an  end  to  their  jurifdiction, 
authority,  and  government,  if 
their  fervants  were  admitted  to 
examine    the    propriety    of    their 


power  and  wealth  enabled  him  to 
confirm  and  enlarge  the  fyitem  of 
corruption  which  he  had  already 
too  fuccefsfully  eftablifhed.  They 
infilled,  that  it  was  the  true  in- 
tercft  of  the    company,  to   afford 


public  ails,   to  reject  or  obey  them  every  poffible   protection   and  en- 

as    they    thought    proper;   and  to  couragement,  to  the  honeft,  harm- 

degrade,     confine,    or    affafTinate,  lefs,  and  induftrious  race  of  Gen^ 

thofe  perfens  whom  they  appointed  toos,  and  to  fupport,  at  every  rifque 

to  fuperintend,  controul,   and  cor-  and  expence,   their  mild  and  inof- 

rectj   the  conduct  of  thefe  very  fer-  fenfive  governments,     againft  the 


vants,  and  to  whom  they  had  en- 
trulted  the  execution  of  public 
meafures  of  the  greateit  import- 
ance. This  conduct  was  rendered 
ftill  more  alarming,  though  not 
more  atrocious,  by  the  late  ex- 
traordinary and  dangerous  inter- 
ference of  the  military  in  the  civil 


tyranny,  rapacity,  and  cruelty,  of 
the  lazy,  infolent,  and  treacherous 
Mahometans.  It  was  to  the  unre- 
mitting induftry  of  the  former,  that 
we  owed  all  the  advantages  which 
we  derived  from  India.  The  Mo- 
guls, were  in  reality  only  to  be 
cenhdered    as    lawlefs     bands     of 


government.     It  feemed  2s  if  their     plundering  Tartars,  who  had   for 

troops  had  laid  the  conduct  of  the    feveral    ages    ravaged    the    finefi 

I  countries, 
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countries,  and  rio'ed  in  the  fpoils 
of  the  molt  induftricus  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  Kingof  Tanjour,  they  faid, 
v.ro    an    ufeful    and  .    ally. 

His  prefervation  was  entwined 
with  our  own  fecuritv,  as  he  was 
ihe  only  check  which  the  country 
afforded,  upon  the  rifing  power 
and  daring  a;r.bition  of  the  Nabob. 
Our  fidelity,  j -:lticc,  and  kindnefs 
to  him,  would  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  all  the 
natural  princes  of  the  country  ;  and 
we  ihould  thereby  have  eftabliihed 
on  the  fpor,  and  independent  of 
any  exertion  on  our  ficje,  acounter- 
poife  to  the  refllels  ambition,  and 
infatiate  rapacity  of  the  Moguls. 
But  by  the  injuitice,  of  not  only 
betraying  our  ally  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemy,  but  becoming  prin- 
cipal actors  in  his  deitruction,  and 
fharers  in  his  fpoii,  \vc  have  totally 
changed  the  profpect  ;  and  initead 
of  friendfhip,  a  general  confede- 
racy of  the  Mar3ttoes,  and  other 
warlike  Gentoo  tribes  againft  us, 
is  what  we  have  every  reafon  to 
expect: ;  nor  would  it  be  a  matter 
of  wonder,  if.  forgetting  for  the 
time  all  other  refitments,  they 
fhould  one  day,  even,  join  the 
Nabob,  to  puniihour  injuitice  and 
perfidy.  In  thefe  circumstances, 
they  faid,  the  only  right  and  wife 
policy  for  the  company  to  purfue, 
was  to  aft  juitly  ;  to  fhew  the 
world  that  her  faith  and  integrity 
were  inviolate  ;  and  to  convince 
the  eaftern  nations,  by  her  conduct 
to  the  Kin^  of  Tan-  r,  that  how- 
ever venality  and  corruption  might 
have  laid  hold  on  feme  of  her  fer- 
vants,  (he  was  in  herfelf  pure,  and 
incapable  of  receiving  any  raintof 
that  nature. 


Thefe  tranfactions  having  beea 

lr.id   before   the   pro-      ,T      ,      , 

■l    ■      r  March  26. 

pnttors  at  their  quar-  -       ' 

terly  general  court, 
a  refolution  was  agreed  upon,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  on  a  ballot, 
l.v  a  majority  of  3^2,  to  140  pro- 
prietors, recommending  to  the 
court  of  directors,  to  take  the 
mod  effectual  meafures,  for  re- 
ii  ring  Lord  Pigot  to  the  full 
exercife  of  the  powers  veiled  in 
him  by  the  company,  as  Governor 
and  Prelident  of  the  fettlement  of 
Madrafs  ;  and  for  enquiring  into 
the  conduct  of  the  principal  actors 
in  his  imprifonment,  and  in  dif- 
porTefling  him  of  the  exercife  of  the 
legal  powers  wherewith  he  was 
ia  veiled. 

In  confeqv.ence  of  this  refolu- 
tion,  feveral  others  were  .  .. 
foon  after  paiTed  in  the  APnl  '  '• 
court  of  directors,  by  which  Lord 
Pigot  was  rellored  to  the  full 
exercife  of  the  office  and  powers 
from  which  he  had  been  degraded  ; 
his  four  friends,  who  had  been 
ejected  from  the  council,  were 
reinftated  ;  a  refolution  was  pafTed, 
that  feven  members  of  the  council, 
including  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces,  had  violently  fub- 
verted  the  government  by  a  mili- 
tary force  ;  thefe  feven  members 
were  accordingly  fufpended  from 
the  Company's  fervice,  and  cut  off 
from  any  other  means  of  reltora- 
tion,  than  the  immediate  ad  of  the 
directors.  A  new  council  v.  ~s 
appointed,  in  which  Mr.  Rumbold, 
who  was  to  fucceed  Lord  Pigot, 
was  to  hold  the  fecond  place,  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  his  admi- 
niftration,  and  a  new  commander 
of  the  forces,  the  third  place. 
The  four  ejected  and  reitorei 
■uwhMg 
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members  of  the  former  council, 
were  ad  rn  iced  to  (eats  in  the 
prefent.  The  court  of  directors 
alfo  patted  a  vote  of  cenfure  upon 
Lord  Pigot's  conduct,  which  they 
declared,  appeared  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  to  be  reprehenfible. 

Notwithstanding  the  cenfure  up- 
on Lord  Pigot  in  thefe  refolutions, 
and  that  they  were  only  carried  by 
a  carting  vote  in  the  Court  of 
Directors,  the  friends  of  that  no- 
bleman, as  well  as  the  oppugners 
in  general,  of  the  prefiding  party, 
and  late  proceedings  in  Madrafs, 
were  now  fatisfied,  that  they  had 
gained  a  decirtve,  if  not  compleat 
victory.  The  vaft  majority  of 
proprietors  which  had  appeared  on 
their  fide  in  the  late  ballot,  notwith- 
standing the  apparent  efforts  of 
adminittraiion,  in  conjunction  with 
the  parties  who  were  immediately 
concerned  againrt  them,  feemed, 
not  only  to  afford  a  moral  cer- 
tainty, that  the  prefent  refolutions 
would  be  carried  into  effect,  but 
a  rcafonabie  der-ree  of  probability, 
that  the  bofinefs  would  no  longer 
be  controverted. 

They,  however;  found  them- 
felves  miftaken.  All  pofiible  im- 
pediment- were  thrown  in  the  way, 
to  retard,  clog,  or  emharrafs  the 
bufmefs  in  the  Cour:  of  Directors. 
The  instructions  which  were  in- 
tended to  accompany  the  refolu- 
tions to  India,  were  fo  operofe, 
perplexed,  and  voluminous,  and 
afforded  fo  much  room  for  alter- 
cation and  difcuilion,  that  the  main 
i  :£t  feemed  in  feme  degree  to 
be  loll  or  forgotten,  during  the 
toil  and  vexation  of  clearir.;;  the 
rubbifh  in  which  it  was  inv, 
Nor  were  the  oppcrtte  parties  idle. 
The  friends  of  the  Nab  ib,  as  well 
fis    thofe   of  the   ruling  party  at 


Madrafs,  made  profclytes  to  their 
opinion  ;  and  were  preparing  to 
fhew,  that  they  had  not  yet  ex- 
hausted all  their  reSov:rces. 

In  this  courfe  of  things,  a  gen- 
tleman who  profeffed  to  tread  only 
upon  amicable  ground,  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  pleaf.ng  all 
parties,  and  reconciling  all  diffe- 
rences, moved  three  refolutions', 
which  he  feemed  to  think  weeid 
fully  anfwer  thefe  defirable  pur- 
poses'. By  the  firrt  of  thefe,  after 
reprobating  the  treatment  which 
Lord  Pigot  had  met  with,  and 
affording  him  the  mockery  of  a 
temporary  refloraticn  to  his  go- 
vernment, without  any  power  of 
acting  in  it,  he  was  ordered  im- 
mediately home,  for  an  enquiry 
into  his  conduct.  By  the  fecond, 
his  friends  in  the  council  were 
ordered  home.  And  by  the  t 
the  whole  body  of  his  er. . 
were  likewife  recalled. 

Although  thefe  proportions  were 
at  firit  lauo-hed  at,  and  treated  as 
too  incongruous  and  abfurd,  to 
merit  ferious  argument  or  refuta- 
tion, it  Wis  foon  found  that  they 
were  powerfully  fupported,  and 
intended  fe: irmly  to  diferm,  or 
■,  the  former  refo- 
lutions.  Some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  direct  a  new 

prefident  was  placed  at  its  I 
in  ccnfequcnce  of  the  late  election 
at  the  India  Hcufe.  All  the 
questions  preparatory  to  the  main 
propositions,  were  carried  in  dif- 
ferent courts  by  considerable  ma- 
jorities. At  length,  adminillra- 
tion  having,  ai  it  is  faid,  e.\ 
all  its  weight  and  influence,  in 
ing  up  the  Servants  and  de- 
em rr.ent  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  to  fuppcrt 
the   grand   qudtion    in    favour  cf 

the 
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the  three  refoknions,   it  was  car- 
~.  ried  upon  a  ballot  by  a 

^  °"  majority  of  97,  the  num- 
bers being  414,  to  317,  who  op- 
pofed  the  recall  of  Lord  Pigot. 
The  lookers  on  flood  aftonifhed  at 
this  ftrange  revolurion  in  the  opi- 
nions and  ore.  r  of  the  Company. 

This  decifion  in  the  India  Houfe, 
induced  a  gentleman,  who  has  long 
been  diftinguifhed  for  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  affairs  of 
Company,  and  the  very  active, 
though  generally  nnfuccefsful  parr, 
which  he  has  for  feveral  years 
taken  in  its  public  transitions,  to 
bring  the  bufinel'i  before  a  higher 
tribunal.  Governor  John  (lone, 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  feveral  refolutions,  upon 
which,  if  carried,  he  in- 
tended to  found  a  bill  for  the  better 
fecuring  our  fettlements  in  the 
Eall  Indies.  The  refolutions  went 
to  a  flrong  approbation  of  Lord 
Pigot's  conduit  as  governor  ;  to  a 
confirmation  of  thofe  late  acls  of 
the  Company,  which  had  been 
either  paffed  in  his  favour,  or  in 
condemnation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  fadlion  at  Madrafs  ;  and  to 
annul  the  refolution  for  his  recall. 

This  bufinefs  was  warrr.lv  taken 
up  by  the  oppofition,  and  the 
vigoroufly  fupported,  that  fuch  of 
the  feceding  gentlemen,  as  ftill 
continued  in  to'vn,  had  of  late  at- 
tended the  bufinefs  of  the  H 
and  were  now  prefent.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  frarr.er  of  the  refo- 
lutions in  queflion,  with  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  In  .   and 

others  of  I  bad  the 

cipal    (hare    in    their    fopport  and 
determination,   were  alfo  prefent ; 
fo  that    the   Houfe  fcemed    1 
in     the    fulleft    poffibk 
ef  the   fu!  3   was 


ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  friends  of 
adminiflration,  though  mod  of  the; 
principals  were  upon  this  occafion, 
abfent.     On    the  other    fide,    the 
moil    celebrated    fpeakers    of    the 
oppofition  were  on  this  day  parti- 
cularly   diftinguifhed  ;     and     one 
.  excited  fuch  fudden  and 
extraordinary    burfls   of    approba- 
te nor  w   - 
ice  of  that  Houfe. 
It  was  infifled,  in  oppofition  to 
the  mc.iin,    that  Lord  Pigot  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  late 
;    that   his  conduct 
was  reprehenfible  in  other  reflects; 
that  the  feizurc,  and  confinement 
of   th.3t  nobleman,    and  the  total 
fubverfion  of  all  legal  government 
by    the    majority  of  the    council, 
were  alfo  matters  highly  reprehen- 
fible, and  deferring  of  the  utmoft 
cenihre  ;     that     in     fuch     circum- 
-,   when  charges  were  made, 
and  faults  mull  be  acknowledged, 
on     all    fides,    nothing    could    be 
more  ri?ht  and  equitable,  than  ta 
bring   all   the   parties  to  i-nol^nd, 
■    or.lv,   a  juft  and   impartial 
enquirv   into   their   con.iuct    could 
take  place.       That  by  reinilating 
Lord  Pigot  in  hi?  government,  the 
authority    of  the   Company,    and 
the  dignity  of  government,   would 
be  fully  eftablifhed  and  fupported  ; 
but  that  a:  he  had  already  abufed 
the  trafl  repofed  in  him,  and  been 
guilty  of  man i fed  violations  of  the 
con  fli  tut  ion  of  the  Company,   his 
immediate  removal  was  equally  jull: 
and    neceflary.      Tiiat    befides,    it 
would   be  highly  cruel,   as  well  as 
i  i::c,  in    the  prefent  (late   of 

feud  and  animofiiy  between  the 
contending  partie-,  to  place  Lord 
Pigot  in  a  fituaticft,  which  would 
throw  thofe,  whom  he  confidered 
as  his  mortal  enemi-;-,  '.-.•  and 
defencelefil 


io8]      HISTORY     O 

defencelcfs  into  Iiis  hands,  and  to 
lie  entirely  at  his  mercy.  That 
however  great  and  excellent  his 
character  might  be,  fuppofing  it 
even  all  that  had  been  represented 
on  the  other  fide,  that  was  a  trial 
too  great  for  humanity  ;  it  was 
a  fituation  in  which  no  wife  man 
would  wifh  himfelf  involved. 

They  faid,  that  the  wit  which 
had  been  difplayed  in  turning  che 
late  refolutions  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Company,    into  ridicule,  was 
as   ill  placed,    and   as  improperly 
applied,  as  the  theatrical  applaufe 
which   it    produced    was  irregular 
and    indecent.     That    the    presi- 
dency  of  Madrafs    having   fallen 
into  violent  and  inveterate  factions, 
no  good  could  pofiibly  be  expected 
from   them  ;   but  on  the  contrary, 
every  ipecies  of  evil,  which  neg- 
ligence,  the  blindnefs  of  paffion, 
or   the   inveteracy  of  defign  were 
capable  of  producing,  mull  be  the 
inevitable     confequences     to     the 
Company's  affairs  ol  fuch  a  govern- 
ment.   That  in  thefecircumitances, 
the    recalling   of    all  the   parties, 
jnftead  of  being  treated  as  an  object 
of  ridicule,  fhould  be  confidered  as 
an    act   of   the    higheit    wifdom  ; 
and  indeed  the  only  prudent  means 
now  left  of  reftoring  order  to  the 
Settlement.     That   with    all   thefe 
motives,    Lord    Pigot's   affiltance 
here,  and  even  his  evidence,  would 
be   necelfary  towards   the  enquiry 
•which  muit  indifpenfably  be  made 
into  the  late  tranfactions  ;  and  if 
it  was  found  that  he  was  injured, 
this  country  was  always  poffefTed 
of    fufRcient    means,     and    never 
wanted   the  inclination,  to  afford 
equivalent  for  lofs,  or  recompence 
for  fervice.     They  concluded,  by 
treating  the  dangerous  power  and 
influence  attributed  to  the  Nabob, 
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as  entirely  chimerical ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  defcribing  him  as  a  poor 
dependant  prince,  equally  inca- 
pable of  acquiring  influence  in 
Madrafa  and  in  England  ;  he  had 
neither  power  nor  wealth,  to  in- 
fluence or  to  bribe  ;  and  all  that 
had  been  reprefented  of  his  arts 
and  intrigues,  of  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  his  agents  or  amhafTadors, 
whether  here  or  in  India,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  unfounded,  and 
to  rife  only  from  the  ideal  con- 
jectures, or  the  malicious  fug- 
geftions,  of  ill-informed,  or  ill— 
defigning  men. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  charges 
againft  Lord  Pigot  were  contro- 
verted, and  his  conduct:  justified. 
The  difputed  refolutions  were  turn- 
ed to  every  poffible  point  of  ri- 
dicule, and  treated  as  the  moft 
heterogeneous  incoherent  jumble  of 
abfurdity,  that  a  confufed  imagi- 
nation, and  troubled  ,  brain,  had 
ever  generated.  They  infilled, 
that  the  Nabob,  through  the  ope- 
ration of  his  agency,  had  obtained 
a  molt  dangerous  and  corrupt  in- 
fluence here,  as  well  as  in  Madrafs. 
That  government  had  been  brought 
over  to  efpoufe  the  iniquitous  caufe 
of  the  faction  there,  and  to  enter 
deeply  into  the  views  of  that  am- 
bitious prince.  By  this  means  a 
faction  had  been  raifed  among  the 
proprietors,  who  were  influenced 
from  motives  of  immediate  conve- 
nience, to  endanger  their  own  in- 
terelts  in  the  Company  ;  thus  was 
the  honour  of  a  tried  and  able 
fervant,  and  the  rights  of  a  faithful 
ally,  to  be  facrinced,  to  the  meanelt, 
bafeft,  and  moil  ignoble  objects. 
For  this,  they  faid,  it  was,  that 
the  remoteit  dock  yards  were  ltript 
of  their  inhabitants,  and  the  alarm 
bell  wa«  rung,  to  call  the  friends 

•f 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.       [109 

of  government  from  every  part  of  They  infixed,  that  the  interference 
England  together,  in  order  to  carry  of   adminiftration    in   Leadenhall- 
a    queftion    in    the   India  Houfe  ;  ftreet  and  in   India,    had   hitherto 
and   for  this  purpofe,   were  noble  been  equally  ruinous,    and  would 
Lords,  and  others,  high  in  office,  at   length  prove  equally  fatal,    to 
feen  at  the  head  (J  their  refpective  that  body.    What  they  found  them- 
trains  of  dependents,   whom  they  felves  unable  to  do  in  Leadenhall- 
led    to   vote   in  Leadenhall- ftreet.  ltreet,  they  compleatc-d  effectually 
Jf  it    be    aflted,    what    great  na-  on  the  fpot.     The  directors  were 
tional  object  was  in  view  to  occa-  rendered  cyphers  at  home,  when- 
fion  this  extraordinary  exertion  of  ever  tl'.ey  thought  proper,  or  found 
government,  it  may  well  altanifti  it    neceiiary,    to    differ   in   act   or 
thofe   who  are  unacquainted  with  opinion    with   adminiftration  ;    or 
fuch   tranfaclions  to  be  informed,  their  orders  were  defeated  in  India, 
that  the  only  oftenfible  motive  was  whenever  they  carried  any  points 
to  carry  a  fooliih,   but  unj.sft  and  here,  which   were  contrary  to  the 
dangerous  resolution,  whereby  Lord  views     of    the     Kh.o's     fervants. 
Pigot,  who  had  at  the  price  of  the  Thus    was    the   authority    of    the 
lofs  of  his  government,  and  at  the  Company  defpifed  and  contemned 
utmoft  hazard  of  his  life,   fulfilled  by  its  own   fervants  ;   feparate  in- 
the  inftroctions  and  deftgns  of  the  terefts   were  formed,    and  factions 
Company,  v.as  to  be  for  a  moment  eftablifhed,  in  .-ill  its  departments; 
refto;;.;!,    immediately    after    molt  and  thus  it  loft  all  its  former  in- 
ridiculoufly    degraded,     and    then  fluence,  weight,  and  refoect,  with 
brought  home  under  one  common  the  different  powers  of  I.-.dia. 
charge  of  delinquency  with  thofe         It  was  faJd  to  be  a  new  and  ex- 
perfons,  who  had  not  only  rejected  traordinarv  ,    that  the  pre- 
the  authority  of  the                  /,  but  fidency  of  Madrafs   mould  of  ne- 
had  totally  fubverted  the  legal  and  cefiity  be   recalled,    becaufe   fome 
eftablilhed  government,  in  one  of  factions    had    broken  out   in   that 
its     principal    fet*!ements.      How  body.     If   this    doctrine   was    laid 
would   their  aftonilhment  increafe  down  as  a  general  rule  of  practice, 
if  they  difcovered,    that  a  Tartar  which  the  prefent  arguments  wene 
prince  on  the  coaftof  Coromandel,  to,  all  governors  and  their  councils, 
with    the    aiiiftance   of  a   corrupt  with  ail  bodies  of  men  appointed 
faction  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  to  the  adminiftration   of   govern- 
iervants,    was  the   author,    guide,  ment  or  juitice,   in  our  fettlements 
and  direclor,  of  thefe  extraordinary  or   colonics  in  every  part   cf   the 
movements  in  England  ?  world,  muft  be  in  a  continual  ftate 
They  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms,  of  recall  or  annihilation.     The  ap- 
and  feverely  charged  with  milchief    pearance    or    pretence    of   faction 
and    ruin    to    the    Company,    the  could    never    be   wanting.      This 
ireafure  which  had  been  adopted  would,   however,  be  a  mod  corn- 
by  the  crown,  offending  plenipo-  fortable  doctrine  to  the  Nabob  of 
tentiaries,    to  negotiate  and  enter     Arcor,   and  tend  efferuially  to  the 
into  treaties,  without  its  concert,  eftabliftiment    of  that   power  and 
and  in  violation  of  its  authority,  independence,    to    which    he    was 
With  the  csuntry  powers  in  India,  making    fuch  hafty  advances.     If 

any 
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any  future  governor  fhould  venture  administration  had  taken  fo  open 

to  oppofe  or  controvert  any  of  his  and  decided  a  part  in  this  bufinefs, 

defigns,  he  was  at  no  lofs  in  know-  and  by  the  enerey  and  over-ruling 

ing  how  to  bribe  a  majority  of  his  influence  of  the  crown,  had  feduced 

council ;  his  treafures  would  always  a  majority  in  the  Company,    not 

procure  factions,  and  thofe  factions  only  to  acl:  contrary  to  their  own 

the  immediate  recall,  of  any  perfon  interefts,  and  to  every  principle  of 

who  was  weak,  and  harp.y  enough  juftice,    honour    and    equity,     but 

to   undertake  fuch  a  government,  directly  to  overturn  and  undo  the 

with     the     fmallelr,    intention     of  Company's  own  acts  at  home,  and 

honeftly  difcharging  the  duties  of  all    that  had  been  done,   in   obe- 

his  office.  dience    to  its  iuftructions,    by  its 

The  arguments  brought  for  not  fervants  abroad,    the  intervention 

reftoring  Lord  Pigot  from  an  ap-  of  parliament,   in  order  to  refcue 

prchenfion   of  his   revenge,    were  that  body,  from  the  ruinous  con- 

faid  to  be  of  the  fame  complexion,  fequenccs   of  the   undue  influence 

A    governor   was   to   be  illegally,  under  which  it  laboured,    became 

cruelly,  and  without  any  adequate  not  only  right  and  proper,  but  in- 

caufe,    depefed,    imprifoned,    his  difpenfably  neceffary  for  its  pre- 

\Ac    threatened,    and    highly   ea-  fervation. 

clar.gercd,    by   a  bribed  corrupted         The    queftion   being   at   length 

council,  and  he  was  not  to  be  re-  put  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

ftored,  left  he  fhould  not  then  ufe  the  motion  for  the  refolutions  was 


hi 


s  power  with  moderation 
iiculous 


ever     a     more 


Was 
fyfteft 

broached?  The  principle  of  doing 
mifchief  is  to  be  maintained,  and 
its  confequences  endured,  kit  by 
difarming  the  authors,  and  re- 
ftoring authority  to  its  rightful 
poffefibrs,  they  might  chance  to 
exert  it  tco  rigidly  en  the  de- 
linquents. 

They  obferved  with  great  acri- 
mony, that  mod  of  the  miniJlers, 
with  the  law  officers  of  the  crown, 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  fhameful 
nature  of  this  bufinefs,  that  they  deavouring  to  bring  about  a  recon- 
did  not  chufe  to  appear  in  it,  to  ciliation  between  the  mother  coun- 
which  only  they  attributed  their  try  and  her  colonies,  any  mere 
abfence  ;  and  they  exprefTed  with  than  the  fate  of  all  fimilar  propo- 
equal  afperity  their  apprehcnfion,  fitions  which  had  been  made  by 
that  thofe  abler, t  fervants  of  the  other?,  capable  of  deterring  him 
crown  had  a  full  perfuafion,  that  from  the  further  purfuit  of  aa 
a  fufficient  number,  who  were  not  pbjeft  which  he  evidently  held  fo 
troubled  with  thofe  fcruples,  would  much  at  heart, 
attend  to  do  it  for  them.  Upon  The  Lords  being 
the  whole  they  concluded,  that  as     fummoned  for  the  pur- 

pofei 


rejected  upon  a  clofer  divifion 
than  ufual,  the  majority  being 
only  90  to  6j. 

Leaving  the  confufions  of  the 
eaft,  we  are  now  to  turn  to  thofe 
of  the  weft.  The  great  age,  and 
greater  bodily  infirmities  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  were  not  fuffi- 
cient to  re  ft  rain  his  ardour  in  what 
was  fo  great  a  national  concern, 
and  which  he  coniidsred  as  fo 
much  mifconducted.  As  little, 
were  the  difappointments  that  had 
attended  his   former  efforts  in  en- 
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pofe,  this  nobleman,  moved  for 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  reprefent- 
ing,  that  they  were  deeply  pene- 
trated with  the  view  of  impending 
ruin  to  the  kingdom,  from  the 
continuation  of  an  unnatural  war 
againft  the  Britiin  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  adviiing,  that  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  lhould 
be  taken  for  putting  a  Hop  to  fuch 
fatal  hostilities,  upon  the  only  juil 
and  folid  foundation,  namely,  the 
removal  of  accumulated  grievances ; 
an  3 .fiarance,  that  the  Houfe 
would  enter  upon  that  grea:  and 
neceflary  work  with  chearfulnefa 
and  difpatch,  in  order  to  open  to 
his  M^jelry  the  only  means  of  re- 
gaining the  affections  of  the  Britifh 
colonies,  and  of  iecuring  to  Great 
in  the  commercial  advantages 
of  thofe  valuable  poffeffions  ;  fuJly 
perfuaded,  that  to  heal  and  to  re- 
drefs  would  be  more  congenial  to 
the  goodnefs  and  rru<jnani;mty  of 
his  Majefty,  and  more  prevalent 
over  the  hearts  ef  generous  and 
free-born  fubjecls,  than  the  ugours 
of  chaltifement  and  the  horrors  of 
civil  war,  which  hitherto  ha.!  lerved 
only  to  fharpen  refcotmtnts  and 
("oiiicliuate  union,  and,  if  conti- 
nued, mult  finally  end  in  diflblviog 
all  ties  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonics. 

In  further  explanation  of  the 
defign  and  purpofe  of  his  motion, 
the  noble. Earl  faid,  that  under  the 
words  accumulated  grievances,  he 
meant  to  convey,  every  thing 
which  had  patted  in  parliament  re- 
lative to  America  fince  the  year 
1.763.  That  the  propeful  was 
fpacific.  He  meant  by  it  the  re- 
dreis  of  all  the  American  griev- 
ances, particularly  including  the 
right  of  difpofing  cf  their  own 
woD-y.     He   faid   this  would   be 


the  herald  of  peace  ;   that  it  would 
open     the    way    for    treaty  ;     that 
thotgh  much  muit  itill  be  left  to  be 
fettled   by  treaty,   this,    by  afford- 
ing a  proof  of   the   fincerity  and 
amicable  difpofition  of  parliament, 
would  remove  the  preient,    iniur- 
mountabie  impediments  to  an  ac- 
commodation,   when    every    thing 
eire   would  follow  of  ccurie.     He 
particularly  infilled  upon  the  im- 
mediate necefiity  of  adopting  the 
propofed   meafure,    from   the  im- 
minent danger  to  which  in  our  pre- 
ient ii tuation  we  were  cxpofed  to 
the    houfe   of    Bourbon.      A   few 
weeks,  he  faid,   might  decide  our 
fate  as  a  nation.     A  treaty  between 
France  and  the  Americans  would 
be  that  final  decifion.      We  lhould 
not  only  lofe  the  immenfe  advan- 
tages  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  vaft  and  increaiing  commerce 
of   our    colonies,     but    that    com- 
merce,  and  all  thofe   advani 
would  be  thcown  into  (he  hands  of 
our  natural  and  hereditary  enemies. 
lie  laid    that  our  ac>   of  n.t. 
tion     were     already    virtually    re- 
pealed in  confequence  of  this  un- 
happy contclr  ;  and   that  however 
grievous  it  was  to  repeat,  and  fatal 
in   the  fadt,   the  trade  of  England 
was  now  carried  on  in  French  and 
other  foreign  bottoms.     He  ltated 
the    impracticability    of   conquer- 

.  nerica,  and  the  ruinous  eon- 
feqnences  of  the  conqueft  if  it  had 
been  practicable.  And  he  declared, 
in  that  lrrong  and  emphatic  lan- 
guage, by  which  this  great  fiatef- 
iaan  and  orator  was  fo  peculiarly 

^uiihed,  that  America  was 
contending  with  Great  Britain 
under  a  mafked  battery  of  France, 
which  would  open  upon  this  coun- 
try, as  foon  as  flie  perceived  that 
we  were  fufiiciently  weakened  for 
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her    purpofe,     and    found    herfelf 
fufiiciently  prepared  for  war. 

We   have    fo    repeatedly    gone 
over  all  ihe  ground   of  debate  re- 
lative   to  the    American    conteft, 
that  it  would   be  needlefs,  if  not 
fuperfluous,  to    enter   particularly 
into   the   prefent.       The    motion 
was     fupported     with    great    elo- 
quence  and   ability,  moft  of   the 
powerful   fpeakers    on  the  fide   of 
oppofition  in  the  houfe    of  lords, 
having  entered  warmly  and  deep- 
ly into  the   debate.      On    the  o- 
ther  fide,     the  Lords   in   admini- 
flration  oppofed  it  principally  up- 
on   the   fuppofition    or    affertion, 
that   independency     was   the  pri- 
mary object  with  the  Americans, 
and   that   their  prefent  oppofition 
was  merely   the   effect    of  a  pre- 
meditated defign  of   feverai  years 
ftanding  ;   that  in    fuch  a  difpofi- 
tion   and   determination    on   their 
fide,  all  conceffion  on  ours,  would 
be   not   only   fruitlefs,     but  ridi- 
culous, degrading,  and  highly  en- 
couraging to   their   rebellious  de- 
figns.     That  fuch  an   inftance  of 
Kieannefs,     and    acknowledgment 
of  weaknefs,  would  equally  draw 
upon    us     the    contempt    of    our 
friends,    and    excite   into   action 
the  defign  or  malice  of  our  ene- 
mies.    They   denied   any    danger 
from  France,    and  that  the  aflif- 
tance     given    to    the     Americans 
proceeded    from  the  court  or    mi- 
niftcrs  ;  the  fupplies  of  arms  and 
military   flores  which  the    Ameri- 
cans received,    and    the    numbers 
of  French     eflicers   that  ferved   in 
ies,     were   attributed   to 
enterprize   in    fol- 
:rice     in     mer- 
hat  the  pro- 
ued  the    con- 
u  condemn- 


ed, in  the  moft  improper  terms,' 
meafures  which  had  repeatedly 
received,  in  the  fulleft  manner, 
the  fanction  both  of  parliament 
and  people.  That  the  motion 
held  out  nothing  new,  and  was 
no  more  than  a  repetition  of 
what  had  been  propofed  by  the 
noble  Earl  himfelf,  as  well  as 
by  two  noble  Dukes,  at  different 
times  in   that  houfe. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  that 
fome  of  thefe  arguments  or  pofi- 
tions  afforded  fufficient  room  to 
be  replied  to  or  controverte:!.- 
The  queftion  being  at  length  p'Jt 
about  ten  at  night,  Lord  Cha- 
tham's motion  was  rejected  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  99, 
including  23  proxies,  to  28,  in- 
cluding two  proxies,  who  fupport- 
ed the  queftion. 

The  money  bills,  and  a  vote 
of  credit,  being  now  paffed,  the 
feafon  far  advanced,  and  fuch 
public  bufinefs  as  it  was  thought 
fitting  to  bring  forward  in  the 
preient  feflion  difpatched,  a  pro- 
rogation of  parliament  T  f  , 
became  a  matter  or  J 
courfe.  In  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  an  entire  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  parliament  was 
expreffed,  and  thanks  returned 
for  the  unquellionable  proofs  they 
had  given,  of  the  continuance  of 
their  attachment  to  his  iviajefty's 
perfon  and  government,  of  a  cleaf 
difcernment  of  the  true  interefts 
of  their  country,  and  of  their1 
Heady  perfeverance  in  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the  legiflature/ 
The  commons  could  not  be  fuf- 
ficiently  thanked,  for  the  ze.il  -inc! 
•   fpirit  K 

ed  the  targe  and   ext: 
nary    fappn  here    had 

been  a  nec&Uity  of  requiring   for 

tfai 
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the  fervice    of  the  current  year  ;  exertion  of  the  great  force  which 

and  an  acknowledgment  was  made  had  been  put  into  the  royal  hands, 

of  the  particular   marks  of    their  the    operations     of     the     prefent 

affection   to  his   Majefty,  as   well  campaign    by  fea  and  land,  would 

in  enabling   him  to  difcharge  the  be    bleifed    with    fuch   fuccefs    as 

debts    of    his    civil    government,  might    moll  effectually  tend  to  the 

as  in  making  fo   considerable    an  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  in  Ame- 

augmentation  to   the  civil  lili  re-  rica,   and   to   the   re-eflablilhment 

venus  for  his  life.      The    fpeech  of    that    constitutional    obedience 

concluded   with    a    declared   truft  which    all   the    fubjetts  of  a   free 

in    the    divine    providence,    that  ftate  owe  to  the  authority  of  law. 
by  a  well  concerted  and  vigorous 

C  H  A  P.     Vil. 

State  of  affairs  at  NevoTcrk  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Loyal 
provincials  embodied,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Governor  Try  on. 
Expedition  to  Peek's  Kill.  To  Danbury,  under  General  Try  on.  Maga- 
zines dejlroyed.  General  Woojler  killed.  Fefftls  and prc~.if.ons  deftroyed 
at  Sagg  Harbour,  by  a  detachment  from  Connecticut  under  Colonel  Meigs. 
Advantages  derived  by  General  IVajhington,  from  the  detention  of  the 
army  at  New-Tor  k  through  the  -want  of  tents.  Different  Jch  ernes  fug- 
gefted  for  conducting  the  operations  cfths  campaign,  all  tending  to  o>.e  oi 
General  Sir  William  Howe  takes  the  field;  fails  in  his  attempts  to  bring 
IVajhington  to  an  aclion  ;  retires  to  Amhoy.  Turns  fuddenly  and 'advances 
upon  the  enemy.  Skirmijhej.  Americans  under  Lord  Sterling  defeated. 
IVajhington  regains  his  Jlrsng  camp.  Royal  army  pajs  over  to  Staten- 
Ijland.  Alarm  excited  by  the  preparations  for  tie  grand  expedition. 
General  Prefect  carried  off from  Rhode- If  and.  Rate  of  intereft  upon  the 
public  loan,   advanced  by  the  Congrffs.      M  '  creed  for  the  Gene- 

rals Warren  and  Mercer.  Fleet  and  army  depart  front  Sandy  Hick. 
Force  embarked  on  the  expedition.  Congrefs  and  IVajhington  alarmed  by 
the  loj's  of  Ticonderoga.  Fleet  arrives  at  the  River  Elk,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  and  difficult  paffdge  up  Chefapeak  Bay.  Army  lands  at  Elk 
Ferry.  Declaration  iffued  by  the  General.  IVajhington  returns  to  the 
defence  of  Philadelphia.  Advances  to  the  Brandy-vine,  and  to  Red-Clay 
Creek.  Various  movements  on  both  fides.  Action  at  the  Brandywine. 
Gene  al  Knyphaufen  makes  an  attack  at  Chad's  Ford.  Lord  Corr.wj.Uis 
marches  round  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine,  where  he  pajjes,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy' s  right.  Defeats  General  Sullivan.  Puj'-ucs  his  ad- 
vantages until  jiopped  by  night.  General  Knyphaufen  peffes  at  Chad ' s 
Ford.  Enemy,  every  -where  defeated.  Loj's  on  bc'.b  li.ics.  Reflections  on 
the  action.  Victory  not  decifive.  Foreign  officers  in  the  American  frvice. 
Motions  of  the  armies.  Engagement  prevented  by  a  great  fall  of  rain. 
Major  General  Grey,  furprizes  and  defeats  a  party  of  Americans  u;-der 
General  Wayne.  Royal  army  paffes  the  Schuylkill,  and  advances  to  Ger- 
man-Town. Lord  Cornwallis  takes poffc/Tton  of 'Philadelphia.  Some  of 
Vol.  XX.    1777.  \H\  tM$ 
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the  principal  inhabitants  fent  prifoners  to  Virginia,  upon  the  dp' 
proach  of  the  army.  Attack  on  the  new  batteries  at  Philadelphia. 
Delaware  frigate  taken.  Works  confirucled  by  the  Americans  to 
render  the  paffage  of  the  Delaware  impraclicable.  Succefsjul  expedition 
to  Billing  s  Fort,  and  a  paffage  made  through  the  tower  barrier.  Royal 
army  Jurpriz.ed  and  attacked  by  the  Americans  at  German  -Town .  Ame- 
ricans repuljed  with  lojs  and  purfued,  Brigadier- General  Agnew,  and 
Colonel  Bird  killed.  Army  removes  to  Philadelphia.  Unjuccejsful  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  works  on  the  Delaware.  HeJJians  repuljed  ivith  great 
lofs  at  Red  Bank.  Colonel  Donop  killed.  Augujia  man  of '-war  and Mer- 
lin foop  defrayed.  Nenu  and  effectual  meajures  taken  for  forcing  the  ene- 
my's works.  Mud  Ijland,  and  Red  Bank,  abandoned,  and  taker,  with 
their  artillery  and  fores.  Americans  burn  their  gallies  and  other  Jhipping. 
Pajfage  of  the  Delaware  opened  to  Philadelphia.  General  Sir  William 
Hawe,  finding  all  his  efforts  to  bring  Wajhington  to  a  general  aclion 
fruitlejs,  returns  with  the  amy  to  Philadelphia.  Americans  Hut  their 
camp  at  Valley  Forge  for  the  winter. 


WE  have  already  (hewn  the 
ftate  and  fituation  of  the 
armies  in  America  during  the  win- 
ter and  greater  part  of  the  fpring. 
As  the  frafon  opened,  and  en- 
larged the  field  of  enterprize,  our 
commanders  did  not  neglect  feizing 
thofe  advantages  which  nature  and 
their  naval  fuperiority  prefented, 
in  a  country  deeply  interfered  by 
navigable  rivers,  and  continually 
laid  open  in  other  parts  by  the 
numberlefs  inlets  and  channels, 
which  the  peculiar  conftru&ion  of 
the  iflands  and  coafb,  admit  in 
their  junction  with  the  ocean  and 
thofe  rivers. 

In  the  mean  time  a  confiderable 
body  of  provincial  troops  was 
formed  under  the  aufpices  of  Ge- 
neral Sir  William  Howe,  which 
by  degrees  amounted  to  feveral 
thoufand  men,  and  which  under 
that  denomination  included,  not 
only  American,  but  Britifh  and 
Irifh  refugees  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  continent.  This 
corps  was  entirely  officered,  either 
by  thofe  gentlemen.,  who  for  their 
attachment  to  the  royal  caufe  had 
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been  obliged  to  abandon  their  re- 
fpeclive  provinces,  or  by  thofe  who 
lived  under  that  protection  in  the 
New -York  iflands.  The  new 
troops  were  placed  for  the  tempo- 
rary time  of  their  fervice,  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  to  pay,  fubfiltence, 
and  clothing,  with  the  eftablifhed 
national  bodies  of  the  royal  army, 
with  the  further  advantage  to  the 
private  men  and  non-commiffioned 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to 
confiderable  allotments  of  vacant 
lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles. 
This  meafure,  befides  its  utility 
in  point  of  ftrength,  afforded  fome 
prefent  proviflon  to  thofe,  who 
having  loft  every  thing  in  this  un- 
happy conteft,  were  now  thrown 
upon  the  crown,  as  their  only  re- 
fuge, for  fupport ;  whilft  on  the 
other  fide,  inftead  of  their  being 
an  heavy  and  unprofitable  burden 
to  the  crown,  they  were  placed  in 
a  condition  which  enabled  them  to 
become  aclive  and  ufeful  inftru- 
ments  in  effecting  its  purpofes. 
At  the  fame  time,  this  acquifition 
of  ftrength,  derived  from,  and 
growing  in  the  country,  carried  a 

tnoft 
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rnoft    flattering    appearance,    and     about  fifty  miles  up  the  North  Ri- 

ed  :o  indicate  refcurces  for  the  vcr  from   New- York,  as   a 

profecution  of  the  war  in  the  very     kind  of  port  to  Courtland  Manor, 

theatre  of  action,  by  which   it  both  received    provi- 

As  all  new  forces  muft  of  courfe  fions,  and  difpenfed  fupplies. 
be  much  fitter  for  defence,  than  Sir  William  Howe  was  well 
fur  active  fcrvice  in  the  field,  fo  aware  of  thefe  circumiiances  in 
it  added  much  to  the  apparent  general,  and  was  as  well  convi. 
utility  of  this  mcafure,  that  the  of  the  decifne  confequences  u 
royal  provincials  could  immediate-  mult  enluc  from  the  cuttir.g  ofF 
ly  be  difpofed  of  to  the  greateft  thofe  refources,  ?  enemy 
advantage,  in  the  protection  and  had  with  fuch  infinite  labour  and 
defence  of  New-York  and  the  ad-  e.xpcnce  accumulated  for  the  fup- 
jacent  iflands,  fupplving  thereby  port  and  :  rj  of  the  war. 
the  place  of  veteran  trcops,  and  A  general  attempt  upon  Courthnd 
affording  a  free  fcope  to  the  diflant  Mai. or,  would  not  or.lv  be  dan- 
operations  of  the  grand  army.  To  gerous,  from  the  ftrength  of  the 
render  this  defenfive  fyllcm  i«-r  the  country,  and  impracticability  of 
iflands  more  complete,  Governor  the  ground  ;  but  muft  from  its  own 
Trycn,  who  already  in  his  civil  nature  be  rendered  abortive;  as 
capacity  commanded  the  militia,  the  lei  .  the 
and  who  had  taken  the  utmoll  manner  of  the  preparation,  would 
pains  in  its  eftablifliment,  was  now  a  .-icans  ti 
placed  by  the  commander  in  chief  warning  to  affemb'Ie  their  whole 
at  the  head  of  the  new  corps,  un-  fjree  in  that  qu  if  we 
der  the  title  and  rank  of  Major-  ilil!  f  i  our  defign,  we 
General  of  the  provincials  where!  ,  ght  under  every  poflible  dif- 
.  .:s  enabled  effectually  to  com-  advantage,  and  a  moral  certainty 
bine  and  bring  into  action  the  or  did  not 
joint  force  of  thefe  feparate  bodies.  chufe,  even  upon   thefe    terms,   to 

The   great   natural   llrengui    of  hazard    an 

the    country,   the   vicinity   of    the  they  would  have  fufRcient  time  to 
North  River,  with  its  conveni  fore 

in  refpeci  to  the  feat  of  war.  could   bring   the  point   to  any 

inci  .  mericani,  during  the  d     . 

winter,   to  ered                           di/h  k's     Kill,  iiowever, 
their  principal  magazines,   in  that  wi                 h,   and  the  General  de- 
rough  and  mountainous  tract                   r mined  to                        t  circum- 
the  Manor  of  Courtland.     Thus  i:  liance.     Colonel  Bird,  with  a  de- 
became  their  grand  repofitory,  and  tachment  of  ab-        ,  un- 
trufting  in  the  fecurity  of  this  na-  dcr  the  conduct  of  a  frigate  of  war, 
tural  citadel,  neither  induitry  was  and  other  armed  veflels,  was  fent 
lacking,   nor   expence    fpared,   in  on   board  fome  tranfports  up 
abundantly  providing  it  with  im-  North  River   for    that    ».  , 
menfe  fupplies   cf  provifiens,  fo-  fervice.       The  enemy 
rage,  and  ftores,  of    all  forts.      A  upon   the  approach 
place,  othcrwife  of  no  importance,  the  Britim  aimament,  findings  of 
tailed    Peck's    Kill,    which    lies  thinking   themfdves,    unequal    to 
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the  defence  of  the  place,  and  being 
convinced,  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
ble  time  to  remove   any  thing  but 
their    arms   and  bodies,  fet  fire  to 
the    barracks  and  principal  (tore- 
/;oufes,  and  then  retired  to  a  ftrong 
pafs   at  about   two  miles  diflance, 
which    commanded    the   entrance 
into  the  mountains,  and  covered  a 
road  which  led  to  fomeof  the  mills 
and   other  depofits.     The   Britifh 
*roops   upon  their    landing,     per- 
ceiving  that  they  could   not  have 
time  or  opportunity   to  bring    off 
the    provisions    or    other    articles, 
completed  the  conflagration. 
the    magazines      were    deftroyed. 
The  troops  re-embarked  when  the 
fervice    was    performed,    and  the 
armament,  after  deitroy in g  feveral 
fmall  craft  laden  with  providons^ 
returned. 

This  fervice,  however,  was  far 
from  filling  up  the  outline  of  the 
General's  de-icrn.  The  magazines 
at  Peek's  Kill  were  not  of  the 
importance  and  magnitude  which 
he  had  been  led  to  expect,  and 
forr.ething,  if  poffibie,  muft  ftill  be 
cone,  to  weaken  the  enemy  by 
cutting  off  their  refources.  He 
obtained  intelligence,  that  the 
Americans  had  depofited  large 
quantities  cf  (lores  and  provisions 
in  the  town  or  village  of  Danbury, 
and  other  places  in  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  which  lay  contiguous 
to  Courtland  Manor.  An  expedi- 
tion was  accordingly  undertaken 
for  the  deftructien  of  thele  depcfits, 
the  charge  of  which,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  his  new  military  com- 
mand, was  committed  to  Governor 
Tryon,  who  was  affirted  by  thofe 
ac"live  and  able  officers,  Brigadier- 
General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William 
Erfkine.  The  expedition  was  laid 
to  be  undertaken  on  a  plan  of  Ge- 


neral   Tryon,     who  had    flattered 
himfelf  with  finding  a  junction  of' 
many  provincials  in  that  quarter  as 
foon  as  he  fhould  appear  with   the 
troops. 

The  detachment  appointed  to 
this  fervice  confided  of  about  2000 
men,  who  being  pafTed  through 
the  Sound,  under  the  convoy  of  a 
proper  naval  armament,  were 
landed   near  Norwalk   .      .,        . 

r*  n.-  u      ..  April  2CtIl. 

m  Connecticut,  about  r  J 
20  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Dan- 
bury.  As  the  country  was  in  no 
ftate  of  preparation,  nor  under  any 
apprehenfion  of  the  defign,  the 
troops  advanced  without  interrup- 
tion, and  arrived  at  Danbury  the 
following  day.  They  now  per- 
ceived that  the  country  was  riling 
to  intercept  their  return,  and  as  no 
carriages  could  be  procured,  if  it 
had  been  otherwife,  to  bring  off 
the  (tores  and  provifions,  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  de- 
ftruction  of  the  magazine.  In  the 
execution  of  this  prompt  fervice, 
the  town  was  unavoidably  burnt. 

The  detachment  returned  on  the 
27th  by  the  way  of  Ridgefield.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Generals  Woo- 
.  Iter,  Arnold,  and  Silliman,  having 
haftily  arrived  from  different  quar- 
ters, and  collected  fuch  militia  as 
were  within  their  reach,  endea- 
voured by  every  poffibie  means  to 
interrupt  their  march,  until  a 
greater  force  could  arrive  to  fup- 
port  them  with  effect  in  the  defign 
of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The 
firft  of  thefe  officers  hung  upon  the 
rear  of  the  detachment,  whilll  Ar- 
nold, by  croffing  the  country  gain- 
ed their  front,  in  order  to  dilpute 
their  pafTage  through  Ridgefield. 
Nor  could  the  excellent  order  and 
formidable  appearance  of  the  Bri- 
tifh forces,  who  had  large  cover- 
ing 
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Ing  parties  well  furnished  with  field 
pieces  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  nor 
the  tumultuary  manner  in  which  a 
militia  not  very  numerous  wire  got 
together,   prevent   the  Americans, 
upon  every   advantage  of  ground, 
from  making  bold  attempts  to  in- 
terrupt the  progrefs  of  the  K 
army.     Jn  one  of  trrefe  ikirnn 
Woofler,  an  experienced  provincial 
officer,  who  had  ferved  with  fome 
reputation  in  the  two  former  wars, 
at  an   age  approaching  cloielv   to 
feventy,  and  in  the  adive  exertion 
of  a  valour,   which    favoured 
of  rafhnefs,  than  of  the  temperance 
and  difcretion  of  that  time  ef  life, 
was  mortally   wounded,  and   cied 
with   the    lame   resolution   tbl 
had  lived. 

The  royal  forces    had    only 
quit  of  Woollcr,   whenthev   fi  und 
themfelves  engaccs 
who  had  got  pofiVffion    of  R: 
field,  and  with  lefs  than  an  hour's 
advantage  of    time,     had   already 
thrown    up    fome  a    en- 

trenchment to  cover 
courage  and   difcipline  of  the  f!;i- 
tifh  troops,  would  have  triumphed 
over  an  enemy   more  equ.-i!  in 
and  condition.      'I  he   village    was 
forced,   and    the  Americi 
back  on  all  fides.      The  action  was 
{harp,    and   Arno]  I   difplayed    his 
ufual  in.repidity.      His  horfe  hav- 
ing been  fhot  wi'.hin  a  few  yards  of 
our    foremoft  rank?,    he  fuddenly 
difengaged    himleif,  and   drawing 
out  a  piltol,  fhot  the   foldier  dead 
who  was  running  up  to  trsnsfix  bin 
with  his  bayonet. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at 
Ridgefield,  and  renewed  his  inarch 
on  the  morning  of  the  zSth.  The 
enemy  having  been  reinforced  with 
troops  and  cannon,  the  army  was 
exceedingly   harraffed   during  this 
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day's  march.  Every  advantageous 
poll  was  feized  and  difputed,  whilft 
hovering  parties  on  the  flanks  and 
:ontinua]ly  endeavnuied  to 
difturb  the  order  of  march,  and  to 
profit  of  every  difficulty  of  ground. 
The  army  at  length  gained,  in 
good  time,  the  Hill  of  Compo, 
within  cannon  (hot  of  the  lhips. 
It  was  then  evening,  and  their 
ammunition    e>  alrhough 

it  is  reported,  that  they  had  been 
fupplied   v.  rounds  a  man 

at  their  outlet  upon  the  CApeii'ion. 
The  forces  immediately  formed 
upon  the  high  gro'ind,  where  the 
enemy    feeraed    more    determined 

efolute  in    their  attack  than 

they    had    been   hitherto.      Jn  this 

general  ordered  the 

troops   to   advance,  aid  to  charge 

with   their    bayonets.      This  order 

.  h  fuch  impetuofity, 

thatf  were  totally  broken, 

thing  being  prepared  at 

the  flioie   fur  their  reception,   the 

.    without 

further  molellation. 

Large  quantities  of  corn,  flour, 
and  fait  provifions,  a  great  num- 
ber cf  tents  with  various  military 
ft  ores    ant:  .     were    de- 

.'.  in  the  courfeofthis  expe- 
dition. The  lofs  of  men  on  the 
fide,  u.,s,  as  ufual,  much 
lefs  confiderable  than  could  have 
been  expected  ;  the  whole,  in  kill- 
ed, wounded,  and  milling,  amount- 
ing to  172,  of  whom  more  than 
two  thirds  were  wounded.  The 
general  lefs  under  all  thefe  heads 
on  the  America.,  fide  was  more 
than  double,  and  the  number  of 
the  flain  about  four  to  one.  On 
the  Britifh  fide  no  officer  was  kill- 
ed. On  theirs,  befides  General 
Woofler,  they  loll  three  colonels, 
and  a  Dr.  Acwater,  a  gentleman 
[H]  3  of 
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of  consideration  in  that  country. 
The  number  of  officers  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  country,  and  to 
affemble  upon  the  occahon,  was 
out  of  ail  proportion  to  that  of  the 
private  men  ;  whiifr,  the  raw  and 
nndifciplined  ftate  of  the  militia, 
together  with  their  weaknefs  in 
point  of  number,  obliged  the  for- 
mer, as  well  as  thole  volunteer 
gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to 
uncommon  exertions,  and.to  expofe 
themfelves  in  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree. Thefe  circum  fiances  may 
account  for  the  number  of  men  of 
rank,  in  their  fervice,  who  fell  en 
that  fide. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  effect  of 
this  expedition  did  not  probably 
anfvver  the  expectation  upon  which 
it  was  founded.  The  actual  public 
ftores  at  Danbury  and  other  places, 
■were  far  inferior  to  what  they  had 
been  fuppofed  or  reprefented  ;  and 
though  much  mifchief  was  done,  it 
may  appear  doubtful,  whether  the 
lofs  fuflained  on  the  one  fide,  was 
equivalent  to  the  rifque  encounter- 
ed on  the  other.  Events,  however, 
are  not  to  be  coniidered  as  tells  of 
conduct,  and  it  mult  ever  be  one 
of  the  firft.  objects  with  a  great  Ge- 
neral, to  render  the  force  of  the 
enemy  inefficacious  by  curing  off 
their  refources. 

It  was  perhaps  in  return  for  this 
expedition  that  the  Connecticut 
men  "not  long  after  paid  a  vifit  to 
Lontr-Iiland.  Having  received  in- 
telligence that  cemmiffaries  had  for 
fome  time  been  employed  on  the 
eaft  end  of  Long-Ifland,  in  pro- 
curing forage,  grain,  and  other 
nectaries  for  the  Britifh  forces, 
and  that  thefe  articles  were  deoo- 
iited  for  embarkation  at  a  little 
port  called  Sagg  Harbour ;  the 
alliance  of  that  place  from  New- 
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York,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
protection,  which  confined  only  in 
a  company  of  foot,  and  an  armed 
fchooner  of  twelve  guns,  afforded 
encouragement  for  a  defign  to 
fruftrate  that  fcheme  of  fupplying 
the  wants  of  the  army.  The  prin- 
cipal difficulty  and  danger  lay  in 
the  paffing  and  repafhng  of  the 
Sound,  which  was  continually  tra- 
verfed  by  the  Britifh  cruizers. 

Colonel  Meigs,  an  enterprizing 
officer,  who  had  attended  Arnold 
in  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  and 
had  heen  taken  prifoner  in  the 
attempt  to  ftorm  that  city,  con- 
ducted this  enterprize.  , »  , 
Having  paffed  his  de-  '  ■* 
tachment  in  whale-boats  through 
the  Sound,  and  landed  on  the 
north  branch  of  the  ifland,  where 
it  is  interfered  by  a  bay  that  runs 
in  far  from  the  eaft  end,  it  feems 
by  the  account,  which  is  not  in 
that  part  very  clear,  as  if  they  had 
carried  their  boats  over  that  arm 
of  the  land.  They,  however,  cm- 
barked  again  on  the  bay,  which 
he  crofTed  with  150  men,  and 
landed  on  the  fouth  branch  of  the 
ifland,  within  four  miles  of  Sagg 
Harbour.  They  arrived  at  the 
place  before  day,  and  notwith- 
standing the  rcfiftance  they  met 
with  from  the  guard  and  the  crews 
of  the  vefTels,  and  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  fchooner,  which  kept 
up  a  continued  fire  of  round  and 
grape  fhot  at  150  yards  distance, 
they  fully  completed  their  defign  ; 
having  burnt  a  dozen  brigs  and 
floops  which  lay  at  the  wharf,  and 
entirely  deftroyed  every  thing  on 
the  fhore.  They  brought  off  with 
them  about  90  prifoners,  confuting 
of  the  officer  who  commanded  with 
his  men,  the  commiffaries,  and 
moft  of  the  mailers  and  crews  of 

the 
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the  fmall  veffels  which  they  de- 
ftroyed.  A  circumftance  which 
renders  this  expedition  particular- 
ly curious,  if  a  fatt,  is  aliened  by 
the  Americans.  They  fay,  that 
the  party  returned  to  Guildford,  in 
Connecticut,  in  25  hours  from  the 
time  of  their  departure,  having 
during  that  fpace,  no:  only  effec- 
tually completed  the  defign  of  their 
expedition,  but  having  tra- 
no  lei's,  by  land  and  by  water, 
than  90  miles.  A  degree  of  expe- 
dition, which  requires  lome  credu- 
lity to  be  admitted;  and  from 
whence,  if  the  fact  is  eflablifned, 
it  would  appear  that  Meigs  pof- 
feffes  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
that  fpirit  which  operated  in  the 
Canada  expedr 

The  feafon  for  action  was  now 
advanced  ;  but  from  fome  impro- 
vidence or  inattention  unaccount- 
ed for,  at  home,  the  army  was  re- 
ftrained  from  taking  the  field 
:  ^h  the  want  of  tents  and  field 
equipage.     Lor     -  how- 

ever, made  (hi ft  with  the  old  : 
to  encamp  the  forces  a:  Brunfwick 
on  trie  hills  that  commanded  the 
Rariton,  and  along  the  communi- 
cations upon  that  river  to  Amboy; 
the  example  being  followed  at  the 
latter  place  by  General  Vaughan. 

This  delay  was  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  Americans.  The 
winter  campaign  had  been  prin- 
cipally carried  on  by  detachments 
of  the  militia,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  returned  home  when  the 
time  of  their  fervice  wa-  expired. 
Others,  more  generous,  more  pa- 
tient of  toil,  or  more  fanguine  in 
the  common  caufe,  outitayed  the 
allotted  time,  merely  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
army,  and  the  ruin  which  mult 
attend  their  departure  before  it  was 
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reinforced.  Jn  the  mean  time,  the 
bufinefs  of  recruiting  under  an  en- 
gagement of  ferving  during  rhe 
war,  or  even  for  three  years,  went 
en  b.  I  he   rcrm  1  I 

vice    was    contrary    to    the    genius 
and  habits  of  the  people,  and   the 
rent  provi  .  Nie  great- 

ell  difficulty  in  railing  any  '.hin^ 
near  the  Itipulated  proportion  of 
i  which  had  been  allotted  for 
each  by  the  congrefs  in  this  ex- 
tremity,   the    :. 

from  the  militia,   wa:,  locked  to  in 
-I  as  the  d  rt.    Such 

:t   of  force,  however,     upon 
thofe  who  were  contending  for  li- 
berty on    the  n  ;cd  plans, 
and   who  1  ^ghts 
of  freemen  as  facrcd,  was  irkfome 
and    dangerous.       Every    method 
was  trie  J  to  avoid   having  recourfe 
to    this   difagreeable   meafure  and 
final  refource.     hi  fome  of  the  co- 
lonies the  enlifting  of  apprentices, 
and  of  Irifn  indented  fervanrs    was 
.  ited,  contrary  to  former  re- 
lolutions  and  decrees,   v  ith   a  pro- 
mile  of   inJcmnihcancn    to   their 
mailers.     As  a  farther  check  upon 
the  increafe  of  the  fc:rec  in  the  Jer- 
feys,  the  New- England  provim 
which    abounded   with  men,   were 
taken   up  with  •                  tftic  con- 
cerns.    An                         expected 
on  the  fide  of  Can;:       .    .        ibn's 
River  and  Rhode-Illand   afforded 
continual  room  for   anprehcnlion  ; 
nor  did  an  expedition  againft  Bof- 
t.n    appear    a:    all    improbable; 
efpecially,   as  the  :,reat  number  of 
Britilh  prizes  v,  .                   brought 
into   that   port,  had,  belides   ren- 
dering it  an  obj'et  of  the  firft  im- 
portance, renewed,  and   even   in- 
creafed,  ifpoffible,   the  deteftation 
and   abhorrence  with   uhich   that 
people  had  been  Lmg  regarded. 
["J  4  In 
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In  fuch  circumftances,  the  ad-     tual  a   ftate  of  Subje&ion,    as  to 
vantages   of  an    early   campaign,     eftablifh   a  fafe  and   open  commu- 
and  the    benefit  which  the  enemy     nication  between  that  city  and  the 
derived  from  the  delay,  are  obvi-     army.     If  in    the    profecution    of 
ous.     The    fine    weather  brought     this  defign   the  enemy  hazarded  a 
reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to     battle,  nothing  was  more  wifhed, 
thejerfeys.     Thofe  who  fheddered    nor  could  any  great  doubt  be  en- 
at  a  winter's  campaign,  grew  bold     tertained    of  fuccefs  ;    or    if  they 
in  fummer  ;  and  the  certainty  of  a    constantly  retired,  which  was  more 
future  winter,  had  no   greater  ef-     to  be  expedled,  the   confequences 
feci  than  diftant  evils  uSually  have,     in    regard    to   the   general  objefts 
Upon    this    increafe    of    Strength,     would  be  nearly  the  fame,  and  th2 
towards    the    latter   end   of  May,     army  having,   by  the  redu&ion  of 
General  Wafhington    quitted    his    the  Jerfeys,  left  every    thing  fafe 
former  pofition   in  the  neighbour-     in  its  rear,  and  Secured  the  paffage 
hood   of  Morris-Town,    and    ad-     of  the  Delaware,  would   of  courfe 
vancing   within   a    few    miles    of    become    mailers    of   Philadelphia, 
Brunfwick,  took  poffeffion  of  the    which   from  its  Situation  was  inca- 
ftrong  country  along  Middle  Brook,     pable  of  any  efte&ual  defence,  and 
Upon    this    Single    movement,     could  only  be  protected  by  WaSh- 
hung  a  great   part    of  the    future    ington,  at  the  certain  expence  and 
events  of  the  war  in  the  Jerfeys.     hazard  of  a  battle. 
Wafhington    turned     that   advan-         In  this  manner  Several  conceived 
tageous  Situation,  to  every  account     and  reaSoned  on  the  operations  in 
of   which    it    was    capable.      His     jerfey.       Others    were    clearly  of 
camp,   winding  along  the  courfe  of    opinion,    that    the    bringing     of 
the  hills,  was  Strongly  entrenched,     Wafhington   to  a    decifive   a&ion 
fortified,    and    well  covered  with     upon  terms  of  any  tolerable  equa- 
arcillery  ;  nor  was  it  better  Secured    lity  with  regard  to  ground,  in  fuch 
by  its  immediate  natural  or  artifi-     a  country,  and  againft  his  incli- 
cial  defences,   than  by  the  difficul-     nations,  was   a   thing  impradtica- 
ties  of  approach  which  the  ground     ble.       That   if  he  could   not    be 
in  front  threw  in   the  way  of  an    brought  to  fuch  an  adtion  in  fuch  a 
enemy.     In  this  Situation  he  com-     manner,  So  as  wholly  to  drive  him 
manded   a   view  of  the  Brilifh  en-     out  of  the  Jerfeys,  the  attempt  to 
campment  on    the  hills  of  Brunf-     pafs  a  river  like  the  Delaware,  full 
wick,  and  of  much  of  the  inter-     of  armed  veSfels  in  its  Stream,  Strong 
mediate  country  towards  that  place     forts  in   its   iflands,  great  obStruc- 
and  Amboy.  tions  in  its  channels,  with  an  ene- 

The  great  objeflof  the  campaign  my  in  front,  and  leaving  a  Strong 
on  the  fide  oS  New-York  Seems  to  army  on  their  rear,  would  be  a 
have  been,  that  Sir  William  Howe  very  unadviSed  enterprize  ;  and 
Should  have  penetrated  through  the  failure  in  it  would  be  the  total 
the  Jerfeys  to  the  Delaware,  driving  and  immediate  ruin  of  the  royal 
Washington  before  him,  fo  as  to  caufe  in  America, 
clear  thofe  provinces  entirely  of  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  ob- 
the  enemy,  at  the  fame  time,  re-  ftacles  in  the  Jerfeys  were  found  fo 
during  the  inhabitants  to  fo  effec-  great,  that  they  could  not  be  over- 
come 
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come  without  much  lofs  of  time  The  operations  in  the  fouthern 
and  expenceofblood,  it  was  thought  or  central  provinces,  however  effi- 
advileable,  in  thofe  circumftances,  cacious  or  extenfive,  did  not,  by 
to  profit  of  the  powerful  naval  anv  means,  include  all  the  great 
force,  and  the  infinite  number  of  objects  of  the  campaign.  Some- 
tranfports  and  veffels  of  all  forts  thing  was  of  courfe  to  be  expetted 
which  lay  at  New- York  ;  to  com-  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  where  a 
bine  this  powerful  auxiliary  (which  very  confiderable  army  had  been 
had  hitherto  produced  fuch  fignal  collected,  and  by  the  foccefs  of  the 
advantages,  in  every  inftance  where  lafl.  campaign  on  the  lakes,  had  a 
it  could  be  brought  into  attion)  way  opened  for  it  10  penetrate  into 
with  the  land  force,  and  by  convey-  the  back  parts  ot  the  New-Eng- 
ing  the  army  by  fea  to  the  place  of  land  and  New-York  provinces. 
its  deltination,  to  elude  all  thofe  The  command  in  this  expedition 
difficulties,  by  which  the  paffage  was  committed  to  General  Bur- 
through  the  Jerfeys  might  be  clog-  goyne,  who  was  reported  to  be 
ged.  In  this  alternative,  the  ob-  author  of  the  plan.  The  great 
jett  was  ftill  the  lame,  the  means  body  was  to  be  feconded  by  a  lefl'er 
of  attaining  it  being  only  changed,  expedition  from  the  upper  part  of 
Philadelphia  was  the  immediate  Canada,  by  the  way  of  Ofwego  to 
point  in  view.  If  that  object  was  the  Mohawk  River.  This  fcheme 
properly  chofen,  and  the  general  was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  mini- 
opinion  at  that  time  pointed  it  out  fters,  who  founded  the  greateft 
as  the  mod  eligible,  the  paffage  by  hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.    All  the  ad- 


fea  feemed  the  mo  it  fecure  of  its  ef- 
fect, though  unqueltionably  the 
floweil  in  the  operation.  The  De- 
laware, or  the  great  Bay  of  Chefa- 


vantages  that   had   ever   been  ex- 
petted  from  the  complete  poll 
of  Hudfon's  River,   the   tltablifh- 
ment  of  a  communication  between 


peak,    opened    the   way    into    the  the  two  armies,   the  cutting  e  fF  all 

heart  of  the  richeil  and  bell  of  the  intercourfe   between  the  Northern 

central  colonies,  and  led  either  di-  and  Southern   Colonies,  with   the 

rectly,  or  by  crofling  a  country  of  confequent  opportunity  of  crufhing 

Y10  great  extent,  to  the  poffefiion  of  the  former,  detached  and  cut   ort* 

that   place.     That   point   gained,  from  all  afiiltanoe,  it  was  now  hoped 

Philadelphia    was   to    become  the  would   have  been   realized.     The 

place   of  arms,  and  center  of  ac-  greater  hopes  were  conceived  of  it, 

tion,  whilfi:  every  part  of  the  three  from  the  opinion  entertained  ot  the 

hoftile  and  flourishing  Provinces  of  effect  of  the  favages  on  the  minds 

Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  and   Ma-  of  the  Americans.     It  was  known, 

ryland,     would',    from    their  deep  that  the  provincials  in  general  were 

bays  and  navigable  rivers,  be  ex-  in  great  dread  of  them  from  their 

pofed    to   the  combined   powerful  cruel    and   defolatirg     manner   of 

action,  and  continual  operation  of  making  war.     Theie   were   there- 

the  land  and  marine  force.     How-  fore  collected  at  great  expence,  and 

ever,  before  this  plan  was  adopted,  with  much  labour,  from  all   parts 

as  we  fhall  fee,   meafures  were  ta-  of  the  continent.     In  a  word,  this 

ken  in  the  Jerfeys,  if  poffible,  to  expedition   feemed  to   become  the 

bring  Wafhington  to  an  attion.  favourite  objett  of  the  prefent  year. 

The 
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The  tents  and  field  equipage, 
with  a  body  of  Anfpach  troops, 
and  a  number  of  Britifh  and  Ger- 
man recruits,  having  at  length  ar- 
rived at  New-York  by  the  begin- 
ning  of    June,    the    General,  Sir 


cefs,  or  that,  in  the  nearnefe  of 
the  armies,  chance,  inadvertence, 
impatience,  or  error,  might  occa- 
fion  fome  movement,  or  be  pro- 
ductive of  fome  circurr, (lance,  which 
would  open  the  way  to   a  general 


William  Howe,   paffed  over  to  the     engagement.   All  thefe  hopes  were 


Jerfeys,  and  took  the  field  about 
the  middle  of  that  month.  The 
enemy  were  now  in  a  flrong  ftate 
of  defence.  Washington's  army, 
befides  the  advantages  it  derived 
from  the  inacceffible  polls  which  it 
occupied,  was  become  more  consi- 
derable as.  to  number  and  force. 
Several  bodiesof  the  New-England 
troops,  under  the  Generals  Gates, 
Parfons,  and  Arnold,  advanced  to 
the   borders  c/  the  North  River, 


fruitrated.  Washington  knew  the 
full  value  of  his  Situation.  As  he 
had  too  much  temper  to  be  pro- 
voked or  furprized,  into  a  dere- 
liction of  his  advantages,  fo  he  had 
too  much  penetration  co  lofe  them 
by  circumvention  or  Sleight.  And 
he  had  too  long  profited  of  that 
rule  of  conducl  from  which  he  had 
not  once  hitherto  deviated  during 
the  courfe  of  the  troubles,  of  never 
committing   the  fortune  of  Ame- 


where  they  were  ready  to  pafs  over  rica  to  the  hazard  of  a  angle  ac- 

to  the  JerSeys,  whenever  opportu-  tion,  to  depart  from   it  upon  thi3 

uity   invited   their  aCtion,   or  the  occafion,  when  it  was  not  even  de- 

neceflity  of  their  friends  demanded  manded  by  any  urgent  necefiity. 
their  aifiSlance.     At  the  fame  time,         Sir  William  Kowe  did  not  yet 

the  Jerfey  militia  affembled  from  feem  to  have  abandoned  his   de- 

every  quarter  with  the  greateft  ala-  fign,    of  enticing  Washington    to 


cnty,  lb  that  in  every  polition  it 
took,  and  motion  it  made,  the 
army  was  watched  and  environed 
by  enemies. 

The  General  left  nothing  un- 
tried that  could  provoke  Warning- 
ton  to  an  engagement,  nor  no 
meafure  uneSTayed  that  could  in- 
duce him  to  quit  his  pofition.     He 


quit  his  faftneffes.   He    ,   ^  , 

fuddenly  retreated,  and  •* 
not  without  fome  apparent  marks 
of  precipitation,  from  his  pofition 
in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
withdrawing  his  troops  fromBrunl- 
wick,  returned  with  the  whole  ar- 
my towards  Amboy.  If  the  Ge- 
neral's defign   was   what   we  have 


pufhed  on  detachments  ;  and  made  fuppofed,  this  movement  produced 
movements,  as  if  he  intended  to  all  the  immediate  effect  which  he 
pafs  him,  and  advance  to  the  De-  could  have  expected.  The  army 
laware.  This  manoeuvre  proving  was  eagerly  puriued  by  Several 
ineffectual,  he  advanced  in  the  large  bodies  of  the  American  re- 
front  of  his  lines,  where  he  con-  gular  forces  as  well  as  of  the  Jer- 
tinued  for  four  days,  exploring  the  fey  militia,  under  the  command  of 
approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accu-  the  Generals  Maxwel,  Lord  Sterl- 
rately  examining  the  fituation  of  ing,  and  Conway ;  the  latter  of 
his  polls,  hoping  that  fome  weak  uhom  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Irifh 
or  unguarded  part  might  be  found,  Brigade,  and  one  of  that  numerous 
upon  which  an  attack  could  be  train  of  officers  in  the  French  fer- 
yentured  with  a  probability  of  fuc-  vice,  who  had  taken  an  a&ive  part 

againft 
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againft  Great  Britain  in  this  un-  back  by  different  routs,  and  with, 

happy  civil  war.  great   expedition,     from    Amboy. 

Such  trifling  advantages  as  the  He  had  three  objects  in  view.     To 

belt  regulated  retreat  mull  afford  to  cut  off  fome  of  the   principal  ad- 

the    purfuers,     and    fome    exceifes  vanced   parties ;   to  come  up  with, 

committed,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  and  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engage- 

the  general  defign,   by  the  retiring  ment    in    the     neighbourhood    of 

foldiers,   ferved  to  increase  the  iir-  Quibbletown  ;  or,  if  this   defign, 

dour,  and  inflame   the   pafiions  of  through  the  celerity  of  the  enemy, 

the     Americans.       The    meafures  failed  in  the  effed,  i:  was  intended 

which    the   General    immediately  that  Lord   Cornwallis,  who,  with 

adopted  at  Amboy  completed    the  his  column,  was  to   take  a  confi- 

delufion.     The  bridge  which  was  derable  circuit  to  the  ri^ht,  fhould, 

intended    for    the   Delaware,    was  by  turning   the  enemy's  left,  take 

thrown    over    the   channel    which  poffeffion   of    fome    paffes   in    the 

feparates  the  Continent  from  Sta-  mountain?,   which,   by  their  fitua- 

ten  Ifland.     The  heavy    baggage,  tion    and    command    of    ground, 

and   all    the   incumbrances   of  the  would  have  reduced  them  to  a  ne- 

army,  were  paflcd  over.     Some  of  ceffity  of  abandoning   that   Hrong 

the    troops    followed,    and    every  camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 

thing  was  in   immediate  prepara-  them  fo  advantageous  a  fecurity. 

tion  for  the  paffage  of  the  reil  of  Lor!  Cornwallis  having  difperfed 

the  army.   By  thefe  judicious  mea-  t:                 advances;                'the 

fures,    if    the    immediate    defign  enemy,  fell  in  at  length  with  1 
failed   of  effect,  every    : 

forwarded  as  much  as   it   could  be  men,    .                         .    in    a   woody 

for  the  intended  embarkation  ;  a  country,  and              tvered  by  ar- 

meafure    of  which    the  Americana  cillery    jujiciouily     d                  not 

had  as  yet  no  knowledge.  only  lay  full  in  his                        ,cd 

Every    thing   concurred,    along  a  determination  to  difpute  his  paf- 

with  the  vanity   natural    to  man-  fage     with    vigour    and    firmnefs. 

kind,  in  inducing  the   Americans  The  ardour  excited  upon   this  oc- 

to  believe,  that  this  retreat  was  not  cafion   by   an    emulation    between 

only    real,    but  that   it    proceeded  the  Britilh  and  Heffian  troops   wa* 

from  a  knowledge  of  their  fuperi-  confpicuous    and   irrefillible.     All 

ority,  and  a  dread  of  their  power:  obltacles  gave  way  to  their  impe- 

Even  Washington  himfelf,  with  all  tuofity  in  preffing  forward,  to    try 

his  caution  and  penetration,  was  fo  who  ihould   obtain   the   honour  of 

far    impofed   upon    by    this   feint,  full  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement 

that  he  quitted  his  iecure  pofts  up-  with    the  enemy.     The   party   of 

on  the  Hills,  and    advanced   to  a  Americans    firit   attacked,    unable 

place  called  Quibble   town,   to   be  to  withftand  the  fnock,  were  foon 

the  nearer  at  hand  for  the  protec-  routed    on   all   fides,    having   fuf- 

tion   or   fupport  of  his   advanced  tained,    befides   no   inconfiderahle 

parties.  lofs  in  men,  that  of  three  pieces  of 

The  Britifli  General  loft  no  time  brafs  ordnance,  which  were  taken 

in  endeavouring  to  profit   of  thofe  by    the    Britifli   Guards,    and   the 

26th    c'rca:r'ftances-      He   imme-  Hefnan   grenadiers.     The   purfuic 

diateJy   marched    the   army  was  continued  as  far  as  Weftfield, 

but 
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but  the  woods,  and  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  weather,  prevented  its 
effea. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Wafti- 
ington  foon  perceived,  and  a^ 
fpeedily  remedied  his  error,  by 
withdrawing  his  army  from  the 
plains,  and  again  recovering  his 
ftrong  camp  on  the  hills.  At  the 
fame  time,  penetrating  into  Lord 
Cornwallis's  further  dellgn,  he  fe- 
cured  thole  pafles  in  the  mountains, 
the  pofleflion  of  which  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops,  would  have  expofed 
him  to  the  neceffity  of  a  critical 
change  of  pofition,  which  could 
not  have  been  executed  without 
danger. 

Thus  was  this,  apparently,  well 
concerted  fcheme  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  an  action,  or  at  lerft 
of  withdrawing  them  from  their 
ftrong  holds,  rendered  abortive,  by 
the  caution  and  prudence  of  Gen. 
Wafhlngton.  Sir  William  Howe 
was  now  convinced,  that  he  was 
too  firmly  attached  to  his  defenfive 
plan  of  conducting  the  war,  to  be 
induced  by  any  means,  other  than 
by  fome  very  clear  and  decided  ad- 
vantage, to  hazard  a  general  en- 
gagement. Nothing  then  remained 
to  be  done  in  the  Jerfeys.  To  ad- 
vance to  the  Delaware,  through  a 
country  entirely  holtile,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  in  his  rear,  appeared 
to  the  Britilh  commanders  no  bet- 
ter than  madnefs.  All  delay  was 
therefore  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  a 
wade  of  that  time  and  feafon, 
which  might  be  employed  to  great 
advantage  elfewhere.  The  Gene- 
ral accordingly  returned  with  the 
army  to  Amboy,  on  the  fecond  day 
from  its  departure  on  the  expedi- 
tion, and  pafTed  it  over  on  the  next 
to  Staten  Ifland,  from  whence  the 


embarkation  was  intended  to  take 
place. 

The  preparations  for  this  grand 
expedition  excited  a  general  alarm 
throughout  the  G  mine  r.  Bolton, 
the  N.irth  River,  the  Delaware, 
Chefapeak  Bay,  and  even  Charles- 
Town,  were  alternately  held  to  be 
its  objects.  General  Walhington, 
in  purfuance  of  the  intelligence 
which  he  continually  received  from 
New-York,  and  the  other  Iflands, 
was  conltantly  difpatching  exprefTes 
to  put  thofe  places  upon  their 
guard,  againft  which,  from  imme- 
diate information,  he  fuppofed  for 
the  time  the  ftorm  to  be  directed. 
It  was  one  of  the  manifeft  advan- 
tages of  proceeding  by  fea,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  Wafnington  di- 
rectly to  know  where  the  itorm 
would  fall.  He  mull  therefore 
keep  his  pofition  ;  and  the  King's 
army  mull  necefTarily  make  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  towards  its  ob- 
ject, before  he  could  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  refift  them;  and  fuch  a  pro- 
grefs  would  not  leave  him  that 
choice  of  ports,  by  which  hitherto 
he  had  avoided  a  general  action. 

During  the  ceffation  procured  by 
preparation  on  the  one  fide,  and 
apprehenfion  on  the  other,  a  fpi- 
rited  adventure  on  the  fide  of 
Rhode  Ifland,  not  only  retaliated 
the  furprize  xof  Gen.  Lee,  but 
feemed  to  procure  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  his  perfon.  Col.  Bar- 
ton, a  Provincial,  with  feveral 
other  officers  and  volunteers,  paffed 
by  night  from   Provi-     T  ,  , 

dence;o  Rhode  Ifland,  July  sotti' 
and  though  they  had  a  long  paf- 
fage  by  water,  they  eluded  the 
watchfulnefs  of  the  fhips  of  war 
and  guard  boats  which  furrounded 
the  ifland,  and  conducted  their  en- 
terprize 
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rerpr'ze  with  fuch  filence,  bold- 
*nd  dexterity,  that  they  fur- 
prized  Gen.  Prefcot,  who  com- 
manded in  chief,  in  his  quarters, 
and  brought  him  and  his  Aid-de- 
Camp,  through  all  thofe  perils, 
fafe  to  the  Continent.  This  little 
adventure  produced  much  exulta- 
tion on  the  one  fide,  and  more  re- 
gret than  it  feemed  to  deferve  on 
the  other,  from  the  influence  which 
it  mr.it  neceffarily  have  on  the  de- 
tonation of  Gen.  Lee.  It  VM, 
however,  particularly  galling  and 
grievous  to  Gen.  Prelcot,  who  not 
Jong  before  had  carried  matters  to 
fuch  a  length,  as  to  fet  a  price 
upon  Arnold,  and  offer  a  reward 
for  taking  his  perfon,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  common  out-law  or  robber  ; 
an  infult  which  Arnold  immedi- 
ately returned,  by  letting  an  inte- 
rior price  upon  the  General's  per- 
fon. 

Some  time  previous  to  thefe 
tran  factions,  the  Congrefs  had 
found  it  necefiary  to  advance  the 
rate  of  intereft  upon  the  Urg< 
which  they  propofed  for  the  ler- 
vice  and  upon  the  credit  of  the 
united  Provinces,  from  four,  w  hich 
was  firft  offered,  to  fix  per  cent. 
As  a  teitimony  of  public  gratitude, 
and  a  future  incitement  to,  what 
they  confidered  or  held  out,  as 
virtue  and  patriotism,  they  order- 
ed, that  a  monument  Should  be 
eredted  at  Bolton,  in  honour  of 
Major  General  Warren,  who  com- 
manded and  ftll  in  the  enpaoe- 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  and  ano- 
ther in  Virginia,  in  honour  of 
Brigadier  General  Mercer,  who 
wus  flain  in  the  action  near  P 
Town  ;  the  refolution  con 
in  a  very  few  words,  the  higheft 
eulogium  on  the  character  and  me- 
rits of  the  deceafed.     The*  like- 


F     EUROPE.       [125 

wife  decreed,  that  theeld.lt  fon  of 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and 
the  youngeft  fon  of  the  latter, 
fhoulu  be  educated  at  the  cxpence 
of  the  United  States.  As  Mercer 
had  a  good  landed  eitate,  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  his  your. gelt  fon 
as  the  child  of  the  public  is  ob- 
vious. 

Notwithstanding  the  prepara- 
tions that  had  already  been  made 
for  the  embarkation,  and  the  af- 
f::tunce  afforded   by   the   crews  of 

joo  veflels,  \et  fuch  are  the 
unovoidable  dc'  it  to  fuch 

operations  when    at   all  eitei 

:  was    r.(,: 
July  that  the  fleec  and  army  were 
able  to  depart  from  1  look. 

In   order  more   eft"  1  per- 

deceive   th  ,  the 

ne  transports, 
with  a  fh'p  cut  down  to  act  as  a 
floating  battery,  up  the  North  Ri- 
ver, a  little  be'ore  the  embar!. 
was  completed  ;  a  feint  which  fuc- 
ceeJed  fo  far  as  to 
ington    to    detach    a    c 

of  his  army  acrefs  that  river. 
The  force  that  embarked   upon 
the  <■  i  f  36  Bri- 

I  .alions,  includ- 

ing th?  light  infantry  and  grena- 
dier?, with  a  ;  ful  artillery,  a 
New- York                lied  the  Queen's 
.   regiment  of  light 
horle.     Seventeen  battalions,  with 
a  regimen:  of  lie  h:  horfe,  and  the 
nder  of  the    new  Provincial 
corps   were  left  for  the  protection 
York    and   the   adjoining 
iflands.     Rhode   Ifland  was  occu- 
pied by  feven  battalions.    So  much 
was   the  active  force  of  the  army 
retrained,  by  the  poflefiion,  which 
it  was,  however,  inuifpen  ably  ne- 
cefi:.ry  to  hold,  of  thefe  important 
polls.     It  is  faid,  that  the  General 
intended 
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intended  to  have  taken  a  greater 
force  with  him  upon  the  expedi- 
tion ;  but  that  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  Gen.  Clinton,  who  was 
to  command  in  his  abfence,  of  the 
danger  to  which  the  iflands  would 
be  expofod,  from  the  extenfivenefs 
of  their  coafts,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  ports  that  were  necefl'arily  to 
be  maintained,  he  acknowledged 
the  force  of  thefe  arguments  by 
relanding  feveral  regiments. 

Whilft  both  Gen.  Waihington 
and  the  Congrefs  were  fufficiently 
engaged,  by  their  attention  to  the 
movements,  and  apprehenfion  of 
the  defigns,  of  the  powerful  fieet 
and  army  which  was  conducted  by 
the  brother  Generals  and  Com- 
miflioners,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
General  Eurgoyne  on  the  fide  of 
the  Lakes,  and  the  unaccountable 
conduct  of  their  own  commanders 
in  abandoning  Ticonderoga  ;  were 
events  fo  alarming  and  unexpected, 
that  they  could  not  fail  to  perplex 
their  counfels,  and  ccnfiderably  to 
impede  their  defenfive  preparations 
in  other  parts.  The  Congrefs  be- 
haved with  firmnefs  in  this  exigen- 
cy. They  immediately  iiTued  or- 
ders for  a  recal  to  head  quarters, 
and  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  general  officers  who  had  aban- 
doned Ticonderoga  ;  they  directed 
Waihington  to  appoint  other  com- 
manders ;  and  they  likewife  di- 
rected him  to  fummon  fuch  num- 
bers of  the  militia  from  the  eaftern 
and  central  provinces  for  the  nor- 
thern fervice,  as  he  ihould  deem 
fufficient  for  retraining  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  enemy. 

The  voyage  was  far  from  being 
favourable  to  the  fleet  and  army, 
engaged  on  the  expedition.  It 
coft  them  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes 
of  Delaware.      The   informatioa 
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which  the  commanders  received 
there,  of  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  enemy  for  rendering  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river  impracticable, 
afforded  fo  little  encouragement  to 
the  profecution  of  their  defign  by 
that  way,  that  it  was  given  up,  and 
a  paflage  by  Chefapeak  Bay,  to 
that  part  of  Maryland  which  lies 
to  the  Ealt  of  that  vaft  inlet,  and 
not  at  a  very  great  djltance  to  the 
South-Weft  of  Philadelphia,  was 
adopted  in  its  place,  as  prefenting 
fewer  obftacles' to  their  operations. 
The  winds  were  fo  contrary  in  this 
part  of  the  voyage,  that  the  mid- 
dle of  Auguft  was  turned  before 
they  entered  Chefapeak  Bay ;  a 
circumftance  highly  inconvenient 
and  irkfome  in  that  hot  feafon  of 
the  year,  with  fo  great  a  number 
of  men  and  horfes  crowded  and 
cooped  up  in  the  vefiels ;  but 
which  muft  have  been  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  if 
the  forefight  of  the  commanders 
had  not  guarded  againft  every  event 
by  the  unbounded  provifion  they 
had  made  for  the  voyage,  as  a  fai- 
lure in  any  one  article,  even  that 
of  water,  would  have  been  proba- 
bly irremediable. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved 
fair  in  the  Bay,  fo  that  the  fleet 
gained  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk 
near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  through 
a  moft  intricate  and  dangerous  na- 
vigation for  fuch  a  multitude  of 
veiTels,  in  which  the  Admiral  per- 
formed the  different  parts  of  a 
commander,  inferior  officer,  and 
pilot,  with  his  ufual  ability  and 
perfeverance.  Having  proceeded 
up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable 
of  admitting  their  paflage,  the  ar- 
my was  at  length  relieved  from  its 
Jong  and  tirefome  confinement  on, 
board  the  tranfports,  being  landed 
whhoai 
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without  any  oppofition  at  Elk  Fer- 
ry, in  a  degree  of  health  and  con- 
dition which  could  fcarcely  have 
been  expected,  on  the  25th  of  Au- 
gulE  Whilft  one  part  of  the  army 
advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the 
other  continued  at  the  landing 
place,  to  protecl  and  forward  the 
artillery,  ltores,  and  neceflary  pro- 
vilions,  the  General  not  permitting 
the  troops  to  be  much  incumbered 
with  baggage  ;  indeed  the  fcarcity 
of  carriage  rendered  even  a  great 
abridgment  in  the  article  of  tents 
neceflary. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  V 
ington,  with  the  army  from  the 
Jerfey*,  had  returned  to  the  de- 
fence of  Philadelphia,  and  upon 
advice  of  the  defcent  ac  Eik,  ad- 
vanced to  the  Brandywinc  Creek, 
or  River,  which,  eroding  the  coun- 
try about  half  way  to  that  city, 
falls  into  the  Delaware.  Their 
force,  including  the  militia,  a- 
mounted  to  15,000  men,  which 
was  probably  about  the  number, 
making  the  necefi'ary  allowance 
for  polls  and  communications,  that 
the  royal  army  could  bring  into 
action. 

Sir  William  Howe,  in  order  to 
quiet  and  conciliate  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  Fenfylvania,  the  De- 
laware Counties,  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Maryland,  and  to  prevent 
a  total  defertion  and  defolation  of 
the  country  in  the  front  of  the  ar- 
my, published  a  declaration,  in 
which  he  promifed,  that  theltridt- 
elt  regularity,  good  order  and  dif- 
cipline,  mould  be  obferved  by  the 
army,  and  the  moll  perfeel  fecurity 
and  effectual  protection  afforded  to 
all  his  Majefty's  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  fubjecls ;  extending  at  the 
fame  time  this  fecurity  and  protec- 
tion to  fuch  perfons,  who  no:  hav- 


ing been  guilty  of  afluming  legi- 
flative  or  judicial  authority,  n 
cthe;  acted   illegally    ia, 

fubordinate  ltations,  upon  the  pro- 
vilion  of  their  immediate  return  to 
their  habitation?,  and  peaceable 
demeanor  for  the  future.  He  alio 
offered  a  fne  and  general  pardon  to 
all  officers  and  foldiers  in  arms, 
who  lhould  lur: 
the  royal  army. 

It  was  not  till  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, that  the  army  was  enabled  to 
quit  the  head  of  Elk,  and   j 
its    courfe    towards    l'hiladt 
In  the  mean  time,   the  enemy  had 
advanced  from  the  Brand,  w  :ne,  a;d 
taken  poll    on    Red    Ci 
from  whence  they   puttied  detach- 
ments forward,    to  occupy  airnculc 
polls  in  the   woods,  and  to    inter- 
rupt,  by  continual  lkirmiihes,    thi 
line   of   march.     As   the    country 
was     difficult,      woody,     ana 
well   known,   and  that  the  genius 
of  the  enemy  lay  to  fuch 

circumitances,   the  C  van- 

owly,    and    with    1 
nary  caution.     He  necef- 

fity,   aswellasdifp  -ring 

of  his  troops.  Recruits  were  broughc 
from    a    prodigious   dillance. 
procured  with  difficulty  even  at  the 
fourcc.   Every  man  killed,  w( 
ed,  or  taken,   was  ro  him  an  irre- 
parable lofs,  and  fo  tar  as  it  went, 
an  incurable  weakening  of  the  ar- 
my, lor  the  prelent   year  at   lead. 
On    the  other   hand,     the  e 
were   at   home.     Every    lofs    they 
loitered  was  not  only  immediately 
repaired,   but  the  military  ability 
or  the  furvivors  was  increafed  by 
deftruclion  of  their  fellows. 

This  caution    couid  not,    how- 
e'ver,   prevent    fome  fkirmifhes,   in 
which  the  roval  forces  were  almoft 
always  victorious.     It  does  not  ap- 
pear 
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pear  that  the  Americans  made  all 
the  ufe  that  might  be  expecled 
of  the  advantages  which  the  coun- 
try afforded  for  harrafling  and  im- 
peding the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh 
army.  After  leveral  movements 
on  both  fides,  the  enemy  retired 
beyond  the  hrandywine,  where 
they  took  pofleflion  of  the  heights, 
and  covered  the  fords,  with  an  evi- 
dent intention  of  difputing  the  paf- 
fage  of  that  river. 

In  this  fituation  the  Britifh  army, 

e  ,      at  day  break, advanced 

Sept.  nth.  .        '      ,     '  , 

r  in  two  columns  towards 

the  enemy.  The  right,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Knyphaufen, 
marched  directly  to  Chad's  Ford, 
which  lay  in  the  center  of  the  ene- 
my's line,  where  they  expected, 
and  were  prepared  for  the  principal 
attack  ;  their  right  and  left  cover- 
ing other  lefs  practicable  fords  and 
paffages  for  fome  miles  on  either 
hand.  A  heavy  cannonade  com- 
menced on  both  fides  about  ten 
o'clock,  which  was  well  fupported 
during  the  day,  whilll  the  General, 
to  amufe  and  deceive  the  enemy, 
made  repeated  difpofition?  for  forc- 
ing the  Ford,  the  paffage  of  the 
River  feeming  to  be  his  immediate 
and  determined  object.  To  im- 
pede or  fuftrate  this  defign,  they 
had  paired  feveral  detachments  to 
the  other  fide,  who,  after  a  courfe 
of  fkir  mi  flies,  fometimes  advanc- 
ing, and  at  others  obliged  to  re- 
tire, were  at  length  finally,  with 
an  eager  purfuit,  driven  over  the 
River.  Thus  the  noife  and  fem- 
blance  of  a  battle  was  held  up, 
and  the  expe&aticn  kept  continu- 
ally alive  to  the  molt  immediate 
and  decifive  confequences. 

Whilii  the  attention  of  the  Ame- 
ricans was  thus  fully   occupied   in 
Che  neighbourhood  of  Chad's  Ford, 
3 


and  that  they  fuppofed  the  whole 
royal  force  was  in  their  front,  Lord 
Cornwallis,  at  the  head  of  the  fe- 
cond  column,  teok  a  long  circui- 
tous march  to  the  left,  until  he 
gained  the  Forks  of  the  Brandy- 
wine,  where  the  divifion  of  the 
river  rendered  it  of  courfe  more 
practicable.  By  this  very  judicious 
movement,  his  Lordfhip  palled 
both  branches  of  the  river  at 
Trimbles'  and  at  Jeffery's  Ford, 
without  oppofition  or  difficulty, 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  then  turning  fhort  down  the 
river,  took  the  road  to  Dilworth, 
in  order  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's 
right. 

General  Wafhington  having, 
however,  received  intelligence  of 
this  movement  about  nocn,  endea- 
voured, as  well  as  he  could,  to  pro- 
vide againlt  its  effect,  by  detaching 
General  Sullivan,  with  ail  the  force 
he  could  venture  to  withdraw  from 
the  main  body,  to  oppofe  Lord 
Cornwallis.  Sullivan,  fhewed  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  judgment  and 
ability  in  the  execution  of  this 
commiffion.  He  took  a  very  flrong 
pofition  on  thecommandinggrounds 
above  Birmingham  church,  with 
his  left  extending  towards  the 
Brandywine,  his  artillery  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed,  and  both  flanks 
covered  with  very  thick  woods. 

As  this  difpofition  obliged  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  form  a  line  of  battle, 
it  was  about  four  o'clock  before  the 
action  began.  Neither  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  enemy,  the  ad- 
vantages of  fituation,  nor  a  heavy 
and  well  fupported  fire  of  fmall 
arms  and  artillery,  were  at  all  fuf- 
fjcient  to  reflrain  the  impetuofity 
of  the  Britifh  and  Heffian  troops. 
The  light  infantry,  chalfeurs,  gre- 
nadiers, and  guards,  rufhing  on 
through 
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through  all  obstacles  and  dangers, 
drove  the  enemy,  in  i'pne  of  all 
efforts,  though  nc:  without  a 
fpirited  opposition,  from  their 
poits,  and  purfued  them  pellmell 
into  the  wooes  on  their  rear.  In 
the  mean  time,  a  pare  of  the  ene- 
my's right,  which  had  not  been 
hroken,  took  a  fecond  ttron?  por- 
tion in  a  wood  on  the  fame  fide, 
from  whence,  after  fome  consider- 
able refinance,  they  were  diflodged 
and  purfued  by  detachments  from 
the  fecond  line. 

Several  bodies  of  the  troops  that 
were  firft  engaged,  got  fo  deeply 
entangled  in  the  woods  through  the 
cagernefs  of  purfuir,  that  chcy  were 
not  able  to  rejoin  the,  army  before 
night.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the 
main  and  collected  body  continued 
advancing,  they  cane  upon  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  which  had  not 
yet  been  engaged,  and  which  had 
taken  pofTeffion  of  a  strong  poll,  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  defeated 
wing  of  their  army.  A  very  warm 
engagement  now  enfued,  and  this 
poit  was  fo  vigorously  defended, 
that  it  was  fome  time  after  dark 
before  it  could  be  forced.  The 
darknefs,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
ground,  of  General  Knyphatjfen's 
fituation,    together  ;   ex-- 

treme  fatigue  which  the  troops  had 
undergone,  in  a  long  march  and 
fevere  action,  which  had  fcar^ely 
admitted  of  the  fmalleft  refpite 
during  the  whole  courfeofthe  day, 
all  concurred  in  preventing  the 
army  from  purfuing  its  advantages 
any  farther. 

General  Knyphaufen,  after  fuc- 
cefsfully  amufing  the  enemy  all  day 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  an  attack 
which  he  did  not  intend,  made  his 
paffage  good  in  the  evening,  when 
he  found    that  they  were    already 
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deeply  engaged  on  the  right.  Ke 
carried  the  entrenchment,  and 
the  battery  and  cannon,  which  de- 
fended and  covered  Chad's  Ford. 
At  this  inftant,  the  approach  of 
fome  of  the  Britilh  troops,  who 
had  been  entangled  in,  and  had 
penetrated  through  the  woods, 
threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  a  con- 
lternation,  that  an  immediate  re- 
treat, or  rather  flight,  took  place 
in  all  parts.  The  latenefs  and 
darknefs  of  the  evening,  prevented 
a  purfuit  here,  as  it  had  done  oa 
the  right. 

A  few  hours  more  dry  light, 
would  have  been  undoubtedly  cro- 
ductive  of  a  total  and  ruinous  de- 
feat to  the  Americans. 

A  part  of  their  troops,   among 
whom  were  particularly  numbered 
fome  of  the    Virginia    r 
and  the   whole  corps    of  artillery, 
behaved  exceedingly  well  in 
of  the    action?,  of  this   day,  exhi- 
biting a  degree  of  order,   fir:, 
and  refolution,  and  prefervin: 
a  countenance  in  extremely 
fervice,  as  would  .not  have  difcre- 
dited  veterans.     Some  other  bodies 
of  their  troops  behaved  very  badly. 
Their  lofs  was  very  considerable, 
which  probably  was  the  caufe  that 
it  was  not  particular] 
their  own    accounts.     In    the  Ga- 
zette  it    was  computed,   at    about 
300    killed,     600    wounded,    and 
near  400  taken    rrifoners.     They 
alfo  loft  ten  fmall  field  pieces,  and 
a  howitzer,  of  which  all,  butor.e, 
were  brafs. 

The  lofs  in  the  royal  army  was 
not  in  proportion,  being  ibms- 
thing  under  five  hundred,  of  which 
the  llain  did  not  amount  to  one 
fifth.  The  officers  fufFered  consi- 
derably, efpecially  in  wounded, 
though,  no  one  of  higher  rank  than 

[/}  "  a  cap- 
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a  captain  was  killed.  The  enemy 
retreated  firft.  to  Chefcer,  and  on 
the  next  day  to  Philadelphia.  The 
victorious  army  lay  that  night  on 
rhe  field  of  battle. 

Washington,  fo  far  as  we  can 
iud^e  at  this  diltance,  feems  to  have 
been  more  out-generalled  in  this 
action,  than  any  other  fines  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  This  con- 
cluiion  is  not,  however,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  eltablifhed  ;  as  we  are 
fenfible  that  it  may  well  be  quef- 
tjoned,  from  the  preniifcs  even  be- 
fore us.  The  defence  of  fuch  a 
length  of  river,  interfered  with 
fords,  scad  fome  at  remote  distances, 
was  undoubtedly  impracticable.  If 
it  be  afked  then  why  the  attempt 
was  made,  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  his  great  object  was  to  harrafs, 
and  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the 
royal  army  to  Philadelphia,  by 
every  poffible  means,  which  did 
not  involve  his  own  in  the  rilque 
of  a  general  engagement;  that 
even  a  fuperior  lofs  of  men,  was 
not  to  be  confidered  by  him,  to 
whom  perhaps  it  was  necefTary  to 
learn,  even  by  a  dangerous  expe- 
riment, the  improvement  and  ftate 
of  his  own  troops.  His  choice  of 
a  polf.  on  the  Brandy  wine,  in  pre- 
ference to  thofe  more  defensible 
that  were  nearer  to  Philadelphia, 
has  been  cenfured  ;  but  how  far 
this  choice  was  altogether  in  his 
power  does  not  fully  appear.  And, 
however  deficient  he  was  in  point 
ofinteiliger.ee,  with  refpect  to  Lord 
Cornwallis's  movement,  he  fnewed 
great  ability  in  his  endeavours  to 
remedy  that  negligence,  by  the 
prompt  and  judicious  meafures 
which  he  took  to  cover  his  ri  ht. 
Whatever  the  merits  or  demerits 
were  on  this  fide  of  the  queilion,  it 
muft   be   acknowledged,  that  the 
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movements  of  the  royal  army  were 
judicious  and  mailerly. 

The  prefent  unhappy  contefr.  was 
fo    interefting   to  foreigners,    and 
rendered  America  fo  conlpicuous  a 
theatre  of  action,   that  it  drew  bold 
and  enterprizing  fpirits,  from  dif- 
ferent   parts    of    Europe,     either 
merely  in  fearch  of  glorv  and  rank, 
or  to  acquire   military  experience 
and    improvement.       Among    the 
numerous   instances  of  this  nature 
which  might  be  given,  a  few  are 
necefTary,    and  will   be  fufficient. 
The    Marquis    de    la    Fayette,    a 
young    French  nobleman,    of  the 
firft   rank,  and   of  large    fortune, 
was  fo  carried  away  by  this  enthu- 
fiafm,  as  to  purchafe  and  freight  a 
fhip  wiih  military  ftores  (in  which- 
he  embarked  with    {Several    of  his 
friends)  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  he   bore  a  command,  and 
was  wounded  in  this  action.     The 
Baron  St.  Ovary,  another  French 
volunteer,     for   whofe    releafe   the 
Congrefs   fnewed  a  particular  at- 
tention, was  foon  after  made  a  pri- 
ior.er.     De  Coudrv,   a  French  Ge- 
neral, was  about  this  time  drowned 
in  the  Schuylkill,   through  his  ea- 
gernefs  to  come  in  time  into  action. 
Roche  de  Fermoy,  was  a  member 
of  the  council   of  war,  who    had 
figr.ed  the  refolution  for  abandon- 
ing Ticonderoga.    Pulawfki,   a  no- 
ble Pole,  commanded  a  detachment 
nerican     light-horfe    in    the 
action  of  the  Brandywine.     Count 
Graboufkie,  another  Polifh  noble- 
man,   was    about    the   fame    time 
killed  on   the  North  River,  exhi- 
biting great  intrepidity  on  the  Bri- 
tifh    fide,    and   bellowing    his    laft 
breath    in    encomiums  on    the  un- 
daunted courage  difplayed  by  the 
partners   of   his  dan^jr,   ar.d    wit- 
neifes  of  his  talk 

It 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine,  the  rebel 
forces  were  met  in  the  open  field, 
and  with  no  very  great  advantage 
of  fituation.  A  victory  was  clearly 
obtained  over  them  ;  but  it  was 
not  of  that  final  and  decifive  kind 
which  the  publick  had  expected  as 
the  certain  confequer.ee  of  fuch  a 
meeting.  People  rarely  confider 
how  much  trivial  and  accidental 
circumftances  render  all  things  of 
this  kind  extremely  uncertain, 
even  with  any  fuperiority  of  troops, 
or  goodnefs  of  generalfhip. 

Notwithftanding  the  victory  of 
the  King's  troops,  and  the  preci- 
pitate flight  of  the  enemy,  the 
royal  army  proceeded  with  caution 
and  circumfpedtion;  and  it  did  not 
feem  unneceflary ;  for  the  rebels 
were  not  difheartened  ;  and  Mr. 
Wafhington  exerted  himfelf  with 
ability  and  diligence  to  repair  his 
defeat.  The  army  was  polled  in 
the  ne ighbburhood  of  Concord  and 
Afhetown,  whilll  a  detachment  was 
fent  to  feizeon  Wilmington,  which 
was  made  a  receptacle  for  the  fick 
and  wounded.  Upon  a  movement 
towards  Gofhen,  the  General  re- 
ceived intelligence  upon  his  march, 
that  the  enemy  had  quitted  Phila- 
delphia, and  were  advanced  upon 
the  Lancafter  road,  a  fsw  miles 
above  that  place.  Upon  this  ad- 
vice, he  took  fuch  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  bringing  them  to  an  im- 
mediate engagement,  thatnothino- 
but  the  event  which  followed  could 
have  fruftrated  his  defign.  An 
exceffive  fall  of  rain,  which  over- 
took both  armies  upon  their  march, 
and  which  continued  without  inter- 
miflion  for  24  hours,  rendered  both 
parties  equally  and  totally  incapa- 
ble of  action. 

In  the  courfe   of  a  number  of 


movements  on  both  fides  which 
took  place  for  fome  days  after,  and 
in  which  every  meafure  was  inef- 
fectually ufed,  to  involve  the  ene- 
my in  fimilar  circumftances  to  thofe 
which  they  had  fo  lately  and 
with  fuch  lofs  efcaped,  intelligence 
having  been  received,  that  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  with  1500  men,  was 
lying  in  the  woods  upon  fome 
fcheme  of  enterprize,  in  the  rear, 
and  at  no  great  diltance  from  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  Major-Ge- 
neral Grey  was  detached  at  , 
night,  with  two  regiments, 
and  a  body  of  light  infantry,  to 
furprize  that  corp^.  That  General 
conducted  the  enterprize  with  equal 
ability  and  fuccefs  ;  and,  perhaps, 
in  emulation  of  a  remarkable  ac- 
tion of  the  late  war  in  Germany, 
took  effectual  meafures  that  a  fingle 
fhot  fhould  not  be  fired  in  the 
courfe  of  the  expedition,  and  that 
the  execution  ihould  only  be  dons 
by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In. 
the  proiecution  of  this  defign,  the 
enemy's  out  ports  and  pickets  were 
completely  furprized  and  forced 
without  noife,  about  one  in  the 
morning,  and  the  troops  being 
guided  by  the  light  of  their  fires, 
rufhed  in  upon  the  encampment, 
where  a  Qxere  and  filent  execution 
took  place,  about  300  being  killed 
or  wounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a 
number  of  prifoners  taken  ;  the 
remainder  efcaping  by  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  pru- 
dent difpefitions  made  by  the  offi- 
cer who  commanded  the  Ameri- 
cans, with  the  lofs  of  the  greater 
part  cf  their  baggage,  arms  and 
llores.  The  vidtors,  in  this  br'iP.t 
action,  left  only  a  captain  of  light 
infantry  and  three  private  men, 
with  about  the  fame  number 
wounded, 
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The  General  finding  that  the 
enemy  could  not  by  any  means  be 
brought  to  action,  and  that  they 
were  evidently  abandoning  even 
the  protection  of  the  capital,  rather 
than  hazard  that  final  decifion, 
made  fuch  movements  and  took 
Such  pofition-s  as  gave  him  tl;_- 
command  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
cnahledhim,  at  length,  to  pafs  the 
army  over  that  river  without  oppo- 
sition. There  being  nothing  now 
to  impede  his   progrefs,   the  army 

„  ,  r     advanced  to  German*- 

oept.  20tn.  m  i  T      i ,-, 

r  Town,  and  Lord  Lorn  - 

wallis,  on  the  next  morning,  took 
poSfeSfion  of  Philadelphia.  Thus 
was  the  rich  and  flourishing  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  capital  late  of 
the  moll:  rifirtg  colony,  and  attend- 
ed with  the  moft  Angular  circum- 
stances, that  hiltory  can  give  any 
example  of,  and  the  feat  of  that 
general  congrefs  of  delegates,  who 
difpenfed  lav.  s  and  government  to 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
reduced  without  opposition,  and 
confequently  without  damage. 

This  circumllance  was  more  for- 
tunate than  had  been  expected. 
For  it  was  generally  apprehended, 
and  had  been  even  fpoken  of  by 
themfelves  as  a  fettled  and  fixed 
determination,  to  deflroy  the  city, 
whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could 
be  no  longer  protected,  rather 
than  fufFer  it  to  become  a  place  of 
arms,  and  the  center  of  operation 
to  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies.  A 
number  of  the  Quakers,  and  fome 
other  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  ro  the  amount  of 
more  than  twenty,  who  had  been 
juftly  confidered  as  ilrongly  at- 
tached to  the  royal  caufe,  and  vio- 
lently inimical  to  the  prefent  ruling 
powers,  had  been  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  upon  the  immediate  danger 
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of  an  invafion.  Thefe  gentlemen 
pofitively  refufed  to  give  any  Se- 
curity  in  writing,  or  even  verbal 
atteftation,  of  attachment,  fub- 
miflion,  or  allegiance,  to  the  pre- 
fent government,  or  of  not  hold- 
ing a  correfpondence  with  thofe 
whom  they  reprefented  as  enemies. 
They  even  refufed  to  confine  them- 
felves to  their  refpective  dwelling- 
houfes,  arid  boldly  appealing  to 
the  laws  forredrefs  and  fecurity  to 
their  perfons,  ilrongly  reproached 
thofe,  who  under  the  pretence  of 
aSIerting  and  protecting  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fu' ject,  had  involved 
the  whole  continent  in  civil  war 
and  Contention,  and  who  thus,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  molt  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical  manner,  de- 
prived him  of  his  perfonal  liberty, 
and  of  every  fecurity  which  he  de- 
rived from  the  laws.  They  were 
anfwered,  that  the  laws  themfelves, 
and  all  other  considerations  mult 
give  way  to  the  public  Safety,  in 
cafes  of  great  and  imminent  dan- 
ger; that  there  was  no  new  nor 
particular  hardfhip  in  the  prefent 
meafure,  which  was  juftined  by  the 
practice  of  all  ftates  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances  ;  that  in  England,  in 
its  higheft  Hate  of  freedom,  and 
under  its  happieft  governments, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  law  was  fu- 
fpended  in  cafes  of  internal  com- 
motion, or  the  apprehenfion  -of 
foreign  invafion ;  that  there,  fufpi- 
cion  only  was  a  fuflicient  ground 
for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  Sub- 
ject, without  regard  to  rank,  qua- 
lity, or  to  any  fecurity  he  might 
propofe  to  give  for  his  peaceable 
demeanour ;  but  that  their  Situation 
was  much  more  favourable  to  them- 
felves, if  their  incorrigible  obsti- 
nacy, their  dangerous  defigns 
againft  the  State,  and  their  mortal 
enmity 
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than  the  fuperior  fkill  and  ability 
which  was  exerted,  in  the  conduct 
and  management  of  fo  great  a 
number  of  ihips,  could  have  pre- 
vented the  lols  iron)  being  conii- 
derable.     As    the    parage  to  Phi- 

.  hia  was  yet  impracticable, 
the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored 
along  the  weltem  or  Fenfylvania 
fhore,  from  Reedy  Wand  to  Nevv- 
callle. 

When    the   B-ritilh     troops    had 
taken    poiTefiLon    of    P.hiladelj 
I 

batteriet  to  coi,    .  r,   zs 

well  to  prevent   the  intercourse  of 

the  .American  »  ■  .heir 

and    lower  p   .  pro- 

the  city  from  any  inkdt  by 
The  ncceaity  of  this  mta- 
fure  became  obvious,  alrrv.. 
foon  as  it  was  determined  upon. 
The  very  dav  after  the  arrival  of 
the  forces,  the  American  frigate 
Delaware,  of  32  guns,  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  the  unfinished 
batteries,  and  being  feconded  by 
another  frigate,  with  fome  fmaller 
veflels,  they  commenced,  and  fup- 
ported  for  fome  hours,  a  very  heavy 
cannonade,  both  upon  the  batte- 
ries and  the  town.  They  did  not, 
however,  difplay  the  judgment, 
which  their  knowledge  of  the  river 
might  be  fuppofed  to  afford.  Upon 
the  falling  of  the  tide  the  Delaware 
grounded  fo  effectually  that  fhe 
could  not  be  got  off,  which  being 
foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers, 
they  brought  their  battalion  field 
pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  (o 
true  a  direction  and  excellent  effect, 
that  the  Delaware  being  obliged  to 
ftrike  her  colours,  was  boarded  and 
taken  by  an  officer  and  detachment 
of  that  corps,  Brigadier-General 
Cleveland  immediately  profited  of 
the  effect  of  the  battalion  guns, 
by  directing  the  whole  fire  of  the 
batteries  to  the  other  veffels,  which 
[/]   3  were 


enmity  to  the  government,  had  not 
precluded  them  from  its  benefit; 
they  were  not  retained  in  prifon 
merely  upon  fufpicion,  however 
ilror.g  and  well  founded  that  was, 
and  however  juftifiable  the  meafure 
would  be  upon  that  ground  only  ; 
it  was  immediately  in  their  power 
to  return  in  the  moll  unrellrained 
liberty  to  their  habitations,  only 
by  complying  with  that  very  mo- 
derate tell  of  their  principles  and 
conduct  which  was  required,  and 
(hewing  that  obedience  to  govern- 
ment, and  good  diipofuion  to  the 
flare,  which  every  member  of  fo- 
ciety  owed  to  the  community  to 
which  he  belonged,  a:>  a  return  ft  r 
the  protection  which  hz  received. 
But  that  as  they  denied  i 
ance  to  the  ilate,  they  of  courfe 
difclaimed  its  protection,  and  for- 
feited all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
fhip  ;  whilil  by  refufing  every  fe- 
curity  for  their  peaceable  demean- 
our, they  could  only  beconiidered 
as  its  moft  dangerous  and  deter- 
mined enemies.  As  thefe  g< 
men  were  unconquerable  in  their 
refolution  not  tofubmit  to  the  pro- 
pofed  tell,  they  were  all  fent  off 
to  Staunton,  in  Virginia,  as  a 
place  of  fecurity,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  royal  army. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Howe  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  fuccefs 
at  the  Brandywine,  and  the  deter- 
mined progrefs  of  the  army  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, he  took  the  moft  fpeedy 
and  effectual  meafures  for  con- 
ducting the  fleet  and  tranfports 
round  to  the  Delaware,  not  only 
to  be  at  hand  to  concur  in  the 
active  operations  of  the  campaign, 
but  to  fupply  the  army  with  thofe 
provifions,  itores,  and  neceflaries, 
which  he  knew,  mull  by  that  time 
have  been  indifpenfably  necefiary. 
The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedious, 
and  dangerous  ;  and  nothing   lefs 
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were  compelled  to  retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven 
afhore. 

The  Americans  had  at  vaft  ex- 
pence,  and  with  wonderful  labour 
and  indullry,  constructed  great  and 
numerous  works,  to  render  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Delaware  up  to  Phila- 
delphia impracticable.  In  the 
profecution  of  this  defign,  they 
had  erected  works  and  batteries 
upon  aflat,  low,  marfhy  ifland,  or 
rather  a  bank  of  mud  and  land, 
which  had  been  accumulated  in  the 
Delaware  near  the  junction  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  which  from  its 
nature  was  called  Mud,  but  from 
thefe  defences,  Fort-lfland.  On 
the  oppofite  fhore  of  New  Jerfey, 
at  a  place  called  Red-Bank,  they 
had  alio  conftructed  a  fort  or  re- 
doubt, well  covered  with  heavy 
artillery.  In  the  deep  navigable 
channel,  between,  or  under  the 
cover  of  thefe  batteries,  they  had 
funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames  or 
machines,  to  which,  from  a  re- 
femblancein  the  construction,  they 
had  given  the  appellation  of  che- 
vaux  de  frize,  being  compofed  of 
tranfverfe  beams,  firmly  united, 
pointing  in  various  directions,  and 
itrongly  headed  with  iron.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  a  weight  and  Strength, 
and  funk  in  fuch  a  depth  of  water, 
as  rendered  them  equally  difficult 
to  be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and 
destructive  to  any  fhip  which  had 
the  misfortune  of  finking  againft 
them.  No  attempt  for  railing 
them,  or  for  opening  the  channel 
in  any  manner,  could,  however, 
be  made,  until  the  command  of 
the  fhores  on  both  fides  was  fully 
obtained. 

Ahout  three  miles  lower  down 
the  river,  they  had  funk  other 
ranges  of  thefe  machines,  and  were 
constructing  for  their  protection 
fome  coafiderable    and    extensive 


works,  which,  though  not  yet  fi- 
nilhed,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs 
as  to  be  provided  with  artillery,  and 
to  command  their  object,  at  a 
pi  <ce  on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  Bil- 
ling's Point.  Thefe  works  and 
machines  were  further  fupported  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  can- 
non, together  with  two  floating 
batteries,  a  number  of  armed  vef- 
fels  and  fmall  craft  of  various 
kinds,  and  fome  fire  fhips.  In  a 
word,  the  Delaware  feemed  to  teem 
with  every  defenfive  preparation, 
which  could  render  the  hoftile 
operations  and  movements  of  a 
fleet,  in  the  confined  and  uncertain 
navigation  of  a  river,  extremely 
dangerous. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of 
Captain  Hammond,  of  the  Roe- 
buck, who  with  fome  other  fhips 
of  war  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware 
before  Lord  Howe,  the  General 
detached  two  regiments,  confifting 
of  three  battalions,  under  Colonel 
Stirling,  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
from  Billingsfort.  The  detach- 
ment having  croffed  the  river  from 
Chelter,  where  the  fhips  lay,  per- 
formed the  fervice  effectually  with- 
out lofs  or  oppofiticn.  ^^  n 
rrU  rr   -  Oct.     lit. 

I  he  enemy,    without 

waiting  to  be  attacked,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  their  approach,  im- 
mediately fpiked  their  artillery, 
fet  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  aban- 
doned the  place  with  the  greatefl 
precipitation.  The  detachment 
waited  to  deftroy,  or  to  render  un- 
ferviceable,  thofe  parts  of  the 
works  which  fronted  the  river. 
This  fuccefi,  with  the  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  exhibited  by  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  the  fhips  under 
his  command,  enabled  Captain 
Hammond,  through  great  difficul- 
ties, and  a  vigorous  oppofition  from 
the  marine  force  of  the  enemy,  to 
carry  the  principal  object  of  the 
expedition 
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expedition  into  efreft,   by   cutting     and  to  the  fuppcfed  geni'js  :rd  d:f- 


away  and  weighing  up  fo  much  of 
the  chevaux-de-fnze,  as  opened  a 
a  narrow  and  difficult  pafiage  for 
fhips  through  this  lower  barrier. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  detach- 
ment from    Jeriey,    another  regi- 
ment   was  fent    to    meet    them   at 
Chefter,  in  order  that  they  might 
altogether  form  a  fufficient  efcort 
for  a  large  convoy  of  proviilon*  to 
the  camp.      The  army  Mill    lay   at 
German-Town,   a   very    long  and 
confiderable  village,  about  hair"  a 
dozen  miLes  from  Philadelphia,  and 
which,  itretching  on  both  fides  of 
the  great  road    to  the  northward, 
forms    a    continued  ftreet   of  two 
miles  in  length.     The  line  of  en- 
campment crofTed   German- Town 
at  right  angles  about    the  center, 
the  left  wing  extending  on  the  weft 
from  the  town   to   the  Schuylkill. 
That  wing  was  covered   in    front, 
by  the  mounted    and   difmourrted 
German  chalTeurs ;   a    battalion  of 
jigh;  infantry,     and  the    Queen's 
American    rangers,     were    in    the 
front  of  the  right ;   and   the  4c:h 
regiment,   with    another   battalion 
of  light    infantry,   were  po.led  at 
the  head    of   ihe    village.       Lord 
Cornwallis    lay    at    Philadelphia, 
with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers  ; 
and    we  have  already    leen,     that 
three  regiments  had  been  detached 
on  the  fide  of  Cheiler. 

The  enemy  were  encamped  at 
Skippach  Creek,  about  16  miles 
from  German-Town.  They  had 
received  fome  reinforcements,  and 
they  were  not  ignorant  that  the 
royal  army  was  weakened  by  the 
detachments  it  had  made  to  Phila- 
delphia and  Chefter.  Thefe  cir- 
cumitances  induced  an  enterprize, 
little  expected,  and  feemingly  as 
Jittle  fuited,  to  the  general  caution, 


poiltion  of  Wafliingron.  Inflead 
of  (hunning,  as  ufual,  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  an  action,  the 
American  army  quitted  its  . 
poll  at  Skippach  Creek  at  fix  in 
the  eveni  I  nicht 

to  furprize  and    attack  the 
army    in    its    camp   at    German? 
Town. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  their  approach  was  4"  ' 
difcovered  by  the  patroles,  and  the 
army  was  immediately  called  to 
arms.  They  began  their  attack 
upon  the  40th  regiment,  and   the 

..  hicb 
it  was  accompanied.  Thefe  corps, 
after  a  vigorous  refinance,  bei-  gat 

h  overpowered  by  nun 
were  prefled  and  purfued  into  the 
village.  In  this  exigence,  a  mca- 
fure  upon  which  much  of  the  fu- 
ture fortune  cf  the  day  depended, 
was  inftantly  and  b  pted 

by    Lieutenant-'  Mufgravea 

who  threw  -himlelf  with  fix  compa- 
nies of  the  40th  regiment  into  a 
large  and  ttrong  (tone  houfe,  w  hich 
lay  full  in  the  front  of  the  enemy. 

By  this  meifure  they  were  check- 
ed in  their  forward  hope  and  de- 
fign  of  gaining  complete  and  im- 
mediate poh^ffion  of  that  long 
town;  which  among  other  great 
and  obvious  advantages,  would 
have  enabled  them  effectually  to 
feparate  the  right  and  left  wings  of 
the  royal  army.  The  Colonel  and 
his  brave  party,  furrounded  by  a 
whole  brigade,  and  attacked  on 
every  fide  with  great  refolution, 
defended  the  hcule  wi'h  the  mod 
undaunted  courage;  and  though 
the  enemy  at  length  brought  can- 
non up  to  the  afiault,  he  ftiil  main- 
tained his  poll  with  equal  intre- 
pid irv,   pouring  a  dread; ul  and  un- 
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ceafin: 
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ceafing  fire  through  the  windows, 
until  affairs  had  taken  fuch  a  turn 
as  afforded  him  relief. 

This  was  accomplifhed  by  Ma- 
jor-General Grey,  who  brinnin^ 
the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  left 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  the 
village,  led  on  three  battalions  of 
the  3d  brigade,  who  attacked  the 
enerhy  with  vigour,  and  were  as 
bravely  fupported  andfeconded,  by 
Brigadier-General  Agnew,  at  the 
head  of  the  4th  brigade.  The  en- 
gagement was  now  for  fome  time 
very  warm  ;  but  the  enemy  being 
attacked  on  the  oppafite  fide  of  the 
village  by  two  regiments  of  the 
right-wing,  were  thrown  into  total 
diforder,  and  driven  out  of  the 
town  with  confiderable  (laughter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in- 
fantry and  pickets  of  the  right 
wing,  fupported  by  the  4th,  and 
feconded  by  the  49th  regiment, 
were  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  left;  but  General  Grey, 
after  forcing  their  troops  in  the 
village,  having  paffed  it,  and 
bringing  the  left  wing  forward, 
they  immediately  retired  on  all 
fides.  Theene)my  was  purfued  for 
iome  miles;  but  the  country  being 
woody,  ftrong,  and  enclofed,  the 
purfuit  was  attended  with  fo  little 
effeft,  that  they  carried  their  can- 
non clear  off.  Lord  Cornwall  is 
arrived  with  a  fquadron  of  light- 
horfe  from  Philadelphia,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  engagement,  and 
.  joined  in  the  purfuit ;  whilft  three 
battalions  of  grenadiers  from  the 
fame  place,  who  had  run  them- 
felves  out  of  breath  in  the  ardour  of 
fuccouring  their  fellows,  were  too 
late  to  come  in  for  any  fhare  of  the 
action. 

It  appears  that  the  morning  was 
exceedingly  feggy,   to  which  the 


Americans  (who  had  confiderable 
fuccefs  :n  the  beginning  of  the  ac- 
tion) attribute  their  not  improving 
the  advantages  they  at  firft  gained, 
in  the  manner  wh.ich  they  would 
otherwife  have  done.  For  they 
<''''  only,  as  they  aflc-rt, 
[h  this  circumftar.ee,  pre- 
vented from  obferving  the  true  fi- 
xation of  the  enemy,  by  which 
the  latter  had  time  to  recover  from 
the  effecT;  of  the  firft  impreffion  they 
had  made  on  them  ;  but  the  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  their  own  army 
were  kept  in  ignorance  of  each 
others  movements  and  fuccefs,  and 
were  confequently  incapable  of 
afting  in  concert.  It  is  even  faid, 
that  fome  of  their  parties,  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  fog,  had  poured 
r"heir  fire  upon  each  other  under  a 
blind  miftake  on  both  fides  of  be- 
ing engaged  with  the  enemy. 
Wafhington  paid  great  compli- 
ments to  the  right  wing  for  its  good 
behaviour,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  witnefs,  but  he  left  the  conducl 
of  the  left,  at  leaft,  doubtful,  by 
faying  that  he  had  not  yet  received 
fufficient  information  to  found  any 
opinion  on. 

The  lofs  of  the  rcyal  army  in 
this  a&ion,  including  the  wound- 
ed and  a  few  prifoners,  rather  ex- 
ceeded that  at  the  Brandy  wine,  the 
whole  amounting  to  535  ;  but  the 
proportion  offlain  was  ftill  fmaller 
than  in  that  engagement,  and 
fcarcely  exceeded  70.  In  this  num- 
ber were  unhappily  fome  very 
brave  and  diftinguifhed  officers'; 
particularly  Brigadier-General  Ag- 
new, and  Lieutenant-  Colonel  Bird. 
The  number  of  officers  wounded 
was  confiderable.  The  American 
lofs  was  eftimated  in  the  Gazecte, 
at  between  200  and  300  flain,  600 
wounded,  and  above  400  prifoners. 
Amone 
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A  mong  the  flain  was  General  Nafh, 
and  feveral  other  officers  of  all 
ranks  ;  54  officers  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  In  this  aclion  the  Ameri- 
cans aded  upon  the  offen.fi  ve  ;  and 
though  repulfed  with  lot"',  fr.ewed 
themielves  a  formidable  adveri 
capableof  charging  with  refalutio'n, 
and  retreating  with  good  order. 
The  hope  therefore  entertained 
from  the  effect  of  any  fair  adion 
with  them  as  decifive  and  likely  to 
put  a  fpeedy  termination  to  the 
war,  was  exceedingly  abated. 

The  taking  of  Philadelphia  was 
not  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages expected  from  that  conqueft. 
The  rebel  army,  however  flrarned, 
(till  kept  the  held;  and  until  the 
Delaware  could  be  cleared,  it  was 
obvious,  that  the  army  could  not 
fupport  itfelf  in  that  town  for  the 
winter.  Therefore,  as  the  whole 
effed  of  the  campaign  depended 
upon  that  operation,  about  a  fort- 
night after  the  battle,  the  King's 
army  removed  from  German-Town 
to  Philadelphia,  as  being  a  more 
convenient  fituation  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  Mud,  or  Fort  Illand,  and 
for  co-operating  with  the  naval 
force  in  opening  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  The  enemy  had  return- 
ed after  the  aclion  at  German- 
Town,  to  their  old  camp  at  Skip- 
pach  Creek,  where  they  iUl  conti- 
nued. 

Meafures  being  concerted  be- 
tween the  General  and  Admiral 
for  removing  the  obitruclions  of  the 
river,  the  former  ordered  batteries 
to  be  erected  on  the  weftern  fhore, 
or  Penfylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of 
affilting  in  didodging  the  enemy 
from  Mud  Ifland,  the  difficulty  of 
accefs  to  which,  was  found  to  ren- 
der us  reduction  a  much  more  tedi- 
ous and  difficult  operation  than  had 
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been  expe&ed.  He  alfo  detached 
a  ftrong  body  of  Heffians  acrofs 
the  river  at  Cooper's  Ferry,  oppo- 
fite  the  town,  who  were  to  march 
down  and  force  the  redoubt  of  Red 
Bank,  whillt  the  (hips,  and  the 
batteries  on  the  other  fide,  were 
to  carry  on  their  attacks  againll 
Mud  Ifland  and  the  enemy's"  ma- 
rine rorce.  The  Heffian  'detach- 
ment  was  led  by  Colonel  Donop, 
(who  had  gained  great  reputation; 
in  various  actions  of  this  war)  and 
confined,  befides  light  infantry  and 
chaffeurs,  of  three  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  regiment  of 
Mirbach.  The  American  force  at 
Red  Bank  was  eltimated  at  about 
Soo  men. 

Though  nothing  could  exceed 
the  good  difpofitions  made  for  thefe 
feveral  attacks,  nor  the  exertions 
of  vigour  and  courage  difplayed 
both  by  the  land  and  naval  force 
on  their  different  elements,  yet 
this  enterprize  not  only  failed  of 
fuccefs,  but  was  in  every  refpeel 
unfortunate.  Colonel  _„ 
Donop    attacked    the  '  zzd' 

enemy's  entrenchments  with  the 
utmoit  gallantry,  and  after  a  very 
fharp  action,  fucceeded  in  carrying 
an  extenfive  out-work;  but  he 
found  the  enemy  better  covered  in 
the  body  of  the  redoubt,  and  the 
defence  more  vigorous  than  he  ex- 
pected. The  brave  Colonel  was 
there  mortally  wounded  and  taken 
priioner.  Several  of  his  belt  offi- 
cers were  killed  or  difabled,  and 
the  Heffians,  after  a  defperate  en- 
gagement, were  repulfed  with  great 
lols.  Colonel  Mingerode,  the  next 
in  command,  being  likewife  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  the  detachment 
was  brought  off  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Linfing,  having  fuffered 
much  in  the  approach  to  and  retreat 

from 
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from  the  aflault,  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  gallies  and  floating  batte- 
ries. The  lofs  of  the  Heifians, 
whether  as  to  private  men  or  offi- 
cers, was  never  particularly  authen- 
ticated ;  it  was,  however,  known 
to  be  very  confiderable  :  probably 
not  lefs  than  four  or  five  hundred 
men. 

The  men   of  war   and    frigates 
deftined    for    the    attack,     having 
made     their    way    with    difficulty 
through  the    lower    barrier,    took 
every  poffible  difpofition    that  the 
nature  and  fituation  of    the  river 
would  admit  for  the  diftruction  of 
the   upper    works    and    defences, 
where  they  commenced  their  afiault 
at  the  fame  time  that  Colonel  Do- 
nop   was    engaged  at  Red   Bank. 
Fortune  was  not  more  favourable 
here  than  afhore.     The  (hips  could 
not   bring  their  fire  to  bear   with 
any  great   effect  upon    the  works. 
The  extraordinary  obft  ructions  with 
which  the  enemy   had  interrupted 
the   free  courfe  of  the  river,   had 
even  affected  its  bed,  and  wrought 
fome  alteration  in  its  known  and 
natural  channel.     By  this  means, 
the  Augulta  man  of  war,  and  Mer- 
lin iloop,   were  grounded  fo  fall;  at 
fome  diitance  from  the  chevaux-de- 
frize,   that  there  was  no  poffibility 
of  getting  them  off.     In  this  fitua- 
tion,  though  the  {kill  and  courage 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  fe- 
veral  vefiels,  prevented  the  effect  of 
four  fire  fhips  which  the  enemy  had 
fent  to  deftroy  the  Augufta,  fhe  un- 
fortunately took  fire  in  the  engage- 
ment,  which  placed  the  others  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  retiring  with  the 
utmort  expedition,  to    get  beyond 
the    effect  of   the  explofion.       In 
thefe   urgent  and  difficult  circum- 
ilances,     the    Merlin    was    haftily 
evacuated,  and  laid  in  a  train  of 
■      3 
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destruction,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Au- 
gufta faved  ;  but  the  fecond  Lieu- 
tenant, Chaplain,  and  Gunner, 
with  no  inconfiderable  number  of 
the  common  men,  unhappily  pe- 
rilhed. 

The  ill  fuccefsof  this  entcrprize, 
by  no  means  damped  the  relblution 
of  the  commanders,  in  prcfecotion 
of  the  abfolutely  necefTary  work  of 
opening  the  navigation  of  the  De- 
laware. New  ground  was  taken, 
new  meafures  adopted,  and  every 
preparation  made  that  could  infure 
fuccefs  to  the  defign.  Nor  were 
the  enemy  idle  on  their  fide.  They 
well  underftood  the  great  confe- 
quence  it  was  of  to  them  to  keep 
the  naval  force  feparated  from  the 
army,  and  to  render  the  commu- 
nication between  them  tedious  and 
difficult.  They  accordingly  left 
nothing  undone  to  ftrengthen  their 
defences.     . 

The  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
fleet  were  inceflantly  employed  in 
conveying  heavy  artillery,  provi- 
ftons  and  ftores,  up  the  river,  bv  a 
difficult  channel  on  the  weft  fide, 
to  a  fmall  morally  iiland,  where 
they  erected  batteries,  which  great- 
ly incommoded  the  enemy's  works 

on  Mud  Ifland.    Every  XT  , 

.  ■         ■    •  j  Nov.  irth. 

thing    being  prepared  -> 

for  an  atrack,  the  Ills,  and  Somer- 
fet,  men  of  war,  paffed  up  the  eali: 
channel,  in  order  to  attack  the 
enemy's  works  in  front ;  feveral 
frigates  drew  up  againft  a  fort  new- 
ly erected  on  the  jerfey  fide,  near 
Man  to  Creek,  which  was  fo  fi- 
tuated  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war 
in  their  ftation  ;  and  two  armed 
vefTels,  mounted  with  24  pounder, 
fuccefsfully  made  their  way  through 
the  narrow  channel  on  the  weftern 
fide  at  the  back  of  Hogg  Ifland  ;  a 

matter 
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matter  of  the  greateft  importance 
with  refpecl  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
attack,  as  thefe  two  veflels,  in 
concert  with  the  batteries  newly 
erected  in  Province  Illand,  enfi- 
Jaded  the  principal  works  which 
the  enemy  had  erected  on  Mud 
lfland. 

A  heavy  fire  was  fupported  on 
both  fides.  At  length,  the  vigor- 
ous attack  made  by  the  Ifis  in  front, 
and  by  the  two  armed  veflels  and 
the  batteries  in  other  quarters,  fo 
overpowered  the  enemy  in  the  fort 
and  works  on  Mud  lfland,  that 
towards  evening  their  artillery  was 
entirely  filenced.  And  they  per- 
ceiving that  meafures  were  taking 
for  forcing  their  works  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  being  alfo 
fenfible  that,  in  the  prelent  lt.ue  of 
things,  they  were  not  defenfible, 
they  fet  fire  to  every  thing  that 
was  capable  of  receiving  it,  and 
abandoned  the  place  in  the  night. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men 
was  f aid  to  be  very  confiderable  ; 
that  of  the  fleet,  was  more  trifling 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed. 
Their  artillery  and  fome  itores 
were  taken  at  Mud  lfland.  In 
two  days  after,  Lord  Cornwallis 
pafTed  over  with  a  detachment  from 
Cheiter  to  Billing's  Fort,  where 
he  was  joined  by  a  body  of  forces 
jufl  arrived  from  New  York.  They 
proceeded  all  together  to  Red  Bank, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  at 
their  approach,  leaving  their  ar- 
tillery with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon-ball  and  itores  behind 
them.  The  works  were  demo- 
lifhed. 

The  enemy's  (hipping  having 
now  loft  all  protection  on  either 
fide  of  the  river,  feveral  of  their 
gallies  and  other  armed  veflels 
took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable 
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night,  to  pafs  the  batteries  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  efcaps  to  places  of 
fecurity  farther  up.  The  difco- 
very  of  this  tranfaction  occafioned 
the  fending  an  officer  with  a  party 
of  feamen  to  man  the  Delaware 
frigate  lately  taken,  and  lying  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  taking  of 
fuch  other  meafures,  as  rendered 
the  ekaping  of  the  remainder  im- 
practicable. Thus  environed,  the 
crews  abandoned  and  fet  rire  to 
their  veflels,  which  were  all  con- 
fumed  to  the  amount  of  feventeen 
of  different  forts,  including  the 
two  floating  batteries,  and  £re- 
fhips.  With  all  thele  advantages, 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other 
impediments,  rendered  the  clear- 
ing of  the  river,  in  any  coniider- 
able degree,  impracticable ;  fo 
that  the  m-king  or  difcoiering  of 
fuch  a  channel,  as  might  admit  the 
pailage  of  tranlports  and  veflels  of 
eaiy  1  urJen  with  provisions  and 
.  .-.res  for  the  ule  of  the  army 
at  Philadelphia,  was  all  that  could 
be  obtained  at  prefenr. 

General  Washington  bein£  rein- 
ed e* 

forced  by  4000  men  from  the 
northern  army,  advanced  within 
1 4  miles  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place 
called  White  Marfh,  where  he 
encamped  in  a  very  ftrong  pofuion, 
with  his  right  to  the  Wiflahichon 
Creek,  and  the  front  partly  cover- 
ed by  Sandy  Run.  As  this  move- 
ment feemed  to  indicate  a  difpofl- 
tion  to  adventure,  General  Howe 
was  not  without  hopes,  that  the 
late  reinforcement  would  encourage 
them  to  hazard  a  battle  for  the  re- 
covery of  Philadelphia.  If  fuch 
was  their  intention,  he  was  deter- 
mined that  they  fhould  not  cool  in 
it,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of 
.  bringing  it  into  action  ;  or  if  they 
ftill  adhered  to  their  ufual  fyflem 

of 
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of  caution  and  defence,  it  was  flill 
reafonably  to  be  hoped  that  upon 
a  clofe  infpection  of  their  fituation, 
fome  part  of  their  camp  would  be 


fuccefsfully  performed.  In  the 
mean  time,  Washington  removed 
his  camp  from  White  Marfh  to 
Valley  Forge,  upon  the  Schuylkil 


found  fo  vulnerable  as  to  admit  of     about  15  or   16   miles  from  Phila- 


a  fuccefsful  impreffion 

Upon  thefe  grounds  the  General 
marched  the   army  from-  Philadel- 
phia on  the   ^.th   of  December   at 
night,  and  took   poll  on  Cheftnut 
Hill,  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's 
right  on  the  next  morning.    Find- 
ing   that    their  right  afforded  no 
opening  for  an  at:ack,  he  changed 
his  ground  before  day  en  the  7th, 
and  took  a  new  pofition  oppoffe  to 
their  center  and  left.     Seme  ikir- 
miihes    happened,    in     which   the 
enemy    were   conftantly   defeated, 
and    their  flying    parties    purfued 
home  almolt  to  their  works.     The 
General,  at  length,   after  continu- 
ing above  three  days  conftantly  in 
their  fight,  advancing  within  a  mile 
of  their  lines,  and  examining  their 
works  with   the   clofeii  attention, 
finding  that  nothing  could  provoke 
or  entice  them  to  action,  and  that 
their  camp  was  in  every  part  inac- 
ceffible,  gave  up  the  profecution  of 
a  defign  which  was  evidently  fruit- 
lefs.  The  army  alfo  fuffered  great- 
ly from  the  feverity  of  the  weather, 
both  officers  and  foldiers  being  to- 
tally deltitute  of  tents    and   held 
equipage. 

The  General  accordingly  began 
h-is  march  to  Philadelphia  0:1  the 
afternoon  of  the  8  th,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  without  being  pur- 
fued, or  in  the  fmalleft  degree  in- 
commoded on  his  return.  As  the 
feafon  was  now  too  far  advanced, 
to  admit  of  any  other  attention 
than  what  related  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  army,  a  grand  da- 
tachment  was  tent  out  to  procure 
forage  far  the  winter,  which  was 


delphia,  in  a  very  ilrong,  and  con- 
feq-uently  fecure  pofition.  No- 
thing could  afford  a  ftronger  proof, 
to  whoever  confiders  the  nature  and 
difpeiition  of  thofe  people,  of  the 
unbounded  influence  on  the  minds 
both  of  his  officers  and  men  which 
that  General  poffefled,  than  his 
being  able,  not  only  to  keep  them 
together,  but  to  fubinit  to  the  in- 
comm  modi  ties  and  diftreffes  inci- 
dent to  living  in  a  hutted  camp, 
during  the  ievere  winter  of  that 
climate,  and  where  all  his  fup- 
plies  of  provifion  and  ftores  mull 
come  from  a  great  diftance,  at 
much  expence  and  no  fmall  hazard. 
1:  v. as  alfo  a  proof  with  many 
others,  of  the  general  ftrong  difpo- 
fnion  of  America,  to  fuffer  all 
things  rather  than  fubmit  to  force. 

Such  was  the  ifTue  of  the  cam- 
paign upon  the  Delaware.  A  cam- 
paign which  affords  much  room  for 
the  moil  ferious  reflection.  The 
Britiih  arms  were  crowned  with  the 
molt  brilliant  fuccefs.  Two  very 
confiderable  victories  were  ob- 
tained. In  all  lefler  actions,  ba- 
ting the  affair  at  Red  Bank,  they 
were  equally  triumphant.  Yet  with 
all  this  t'.de  of  fuccefs,  air  the  fruit 
derived  from  cur  victories  at  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  fimply  a  good 
winter  lodging  for  our  army  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia;  whilft  the 
troops  pofleffed  no  more  of  the  ad- 
jacent countrv  than  what  they  im- 
mediately commanded  with  their 
arms.  It  was  (till  more  difcou- 
raging,  that  the  enemy  had  given 
repeated  proofs,  that  however  ha 

might 
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gloomy  refieclions  on  the  peculiar 
and  ratU  circumitances,  which, 
from  the  Battles  of  the  country, 
and  ether  co-operating  caufes,  had 
dillinguiiLfd  this  war,  from  aH 
others  in  which  we  had  ever  been 
concerned  ;  and  in  which  victory 
and  defeat  were  Nearly  productive 
or  the  iarae  confequences. 


might  engage  them  when  he 
thought  it  to  his  advantage,  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  royal  army  to 
bring  him  to  aftion  againil  his 
confent.  This  gave  occafion  to 
miich  uneafinefs  in  England;  where 
the  news  of  the  full  iiicceifes  had 
caufed  the  greatelt  exultation, 
which  was  now  Succeeded  with  very 


chap.   vnr. 
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Anne.      Extraordinary   dijficulties  \d  by  the    royal  army  in  the 

march  to  Fo  t  Edward.      American  Army  retires  la  Sareifc^a. 


WE  now  turn  from  exempli- 
fying victory  without  equi- 
valent advantage  in  one  quarter,  to 
behold  the  molt  mifchievous  conse- 
quences of  defeat  in  another.  The 
war  upon  the  fide  of  Canada  and 
the  lakes  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne  ;  an  officer  whole  ability 
was  unqueftioned,  and  whofe  fpr- 
ritof  enterprize,  and  third  for  mi- 
litary glory,  however  rivalled, 
could  not  pofGbly  be  exceeded. 

This  appointment,  however  pal- 
liated or  juilifiedi,  by  the  propriety 
or   fuppofed  neceffity   of  the  Go- 


vernor's con  ft  art  refidence  in  his 

::;ce,   couki  not   fail   of  being 

bly  felt,  and  could  fcucely  be 

fuppofed  not  to  give  umbrage,  to 

•on,   to  whofe  i 

-::ioD,  this  r.3rion  in 

general    acknowler  j    the 

world  attributed,   the   prefervation 

of  Canada.     It  wa-  laid,  that  his 

powers    had    been    diminifhed    in 

proportion  to  the  grcatnefs  of  his 

fervices.     His    military  command 

extended   before  to  every  par:  of 

America,  whither  he  might  find  it 

fitting  to   condutt  the   army  under 

his  direction.    Jt  was  now  fuddenly 

retrained 


i42]       HISTORY     O 

retrained  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  province.  He  had,  faid 
his  friends,  in  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, not  only  driven  the  enemy 
out  of  Canada,  but  a  great  naval 
armament  had  been  formed,  the 
enemy's  force  on  Lake  Champlain 
deltroyed,  and  Crown  Point  reco- 
vered, under  his  authority.  The 
latenefs  of  the  feafon  only,  pre- 
vented him  from  attacking  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  immediately  profecu- 
ting  the  war  to  the  fouthward.  He 
had,  during  the  winter,  exerted  his 
ufual  induftry,  and  applied  his  mi- 
litary fkill  and  judgment,  in  the 
forwarding  of  every  preparation, 
which  might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  defign  in  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign. At  the  opening  of  the 
communication  with  England,  in- 
ilead  of  the  reinforcement  which  he 
had  required  and  expected  for  the 
completion  of  his  purpofe,  he  re- 
ceived an  arrangement  totally  new, 
which  as  it  had  been  framed  with- 
out any  reference  to  his  judgment, 
or  attention  to  his  approbation, 
left  nothing  to  his  difcretion  or  opi- 
nion in  the  execution.  Two  expe- 
ditions were  to  be  formed,  in  each 
of  which,  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  troops  to  be  employed,  the 
particular  iervice  of  each  corps, 
with  its  fubdivifions,  and  the 
fmalleft  detachment  to  be  made 
from  it,  had  been  minutely  and 
precifely  fpecified  by  the  Miniller. 
He  was  not  even  confulted  as  to 
the  number  or  nature  of  the  troops 
which  were  to  remain  in  his  hands 
for  the  defence  or  fecurity  of  Ca- 
nada. In  a  word,  the  army  which 
he  had  lately  commanded  was 
taken  out  of  his,  and  placed  in 
other  hands,  and  officers  who  late- 
ly acted  under  his  direction,  were 
by  a  detraction  from  his  authority, 
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virtually  placed  in  independent 
commands ;  for  their  instructions 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  orders 
of  Sir  William  Howe,  feemed  lit- 
tle more  than  a  mockery,  as  that 
General  had  informed  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  that  the  concerted  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign  on  his  fide, 
would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  diftance, 
as  to  render  any  communication  of 
that  nature  impracticable. 

That  the  Governor  felt  and  un- 
derftood  this  arrangement  and 
thefe  appointments  in  the  manner 
we  have  related  from  the  com- 
plaints of  his  friends  in  England, 
feems  evident  from  the  immediate 
refignation  of  his  government 
which  then  took  place  ;  but  as  the 
notification,  the  appointment  of 
another,  and  the  pafTage  of  his 
fucceffor  from  Europe,  were  all 
works  of  time,  he  was  ftill,  how- 
ever ungrateful  the  tafk,  obliged  to 
continue  in  the  exercife  of  his  of- 
fice, during  a  longer  period  than 
that  of  which  we  are  treating. 

Under  thefe  circumflances,  and 
in  this  trying  and  difficult  fituation, 
he  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  re- 
fentment  could  not  warp  him  from 
his  duty,  and  he  applied  himfelf 
with  the  fame  diligence  and  ener- 
gy, to  forward  by  every  poffible 
means,  and  to  fupport  in  all  its 
parts  the  expedition,  as  if  the  ar- 
rangement was  entirely  his  own. 
This  conduct,  however  praifewor- 
thy,  was  not  lefs  neceflary,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  iervice 
which  was  to  be  performed  ;  a  fer- 
vice  exceedingly  complicated  in 
the  arrangement,  uncommonly  nu- 
merous in  the  parts ;  and  many  un- 
ufual  in  practice.  It  will  not  be 
difficult  to  conceive,  how  efrtcftu- 
ally  negligence,  diflike,  obilinacy, 
or  even  a  colourable  and  rational 
difference 
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difference  of  opinion  in  fome  dif- 
purable  points,  might  frultrate  all 
the  hopes  founded  upon  fuch  a  iy- 
ilem. 

Nothing  of  this  fort  intervened, 
to  damp  the  I  pi  lit  cr  to  defeat  the 
fuccels  of  t he  expedition.  The 
preparations  were  carried  on  \vi:h 
vigour. 

We  have  before  taken  notice, 
tl  t  the  minhlers,  and  more  par- 
rly  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  American  department,  were 
not  only  particularly  interelted  in 
the  event,  but  had  founded  the 
molt  fanguine  hopes  upon  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  expedition.  Nothing 
v/as  accordingly  left  undone  on 
their  fide,  which,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  regular  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  for  that  particular 
fervice,  might  conduce  to  gi\ 
ficacy  to  their  operations.  Be- 
fides,  Canada  it  was  hoped  would 
fupply  a  warlike  though  undifci- 
plined  militia,  well  calculated  for, 
and  acquainted  with,  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  fervice  and  country. 

To  Strengthen  and  increafe  this 
.!ar,  but  nccelfary  aid,  arms 
and  accoutrements  were  amply  pro- 
vided, to  lupply  thofe  numerous 
loyalists,  who  weie  expected  to 
join  the  royal  army  as  foon  as  it 
approached  or  penetrated  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  adjacent  provinces.  As 
a  powerful  artillery  is  considered  to 
be  the  great  and  effective  arm  in 
an  American  war,  where  a  nu- 
merous and  undifciplined  enemy  is 
to  be  continually  attacked  in  diffi- 
cult pofts,  and  driven  out  of 
woods  and  faltnefles,  fo  this  part 
of  the  fervice  was  particularly  at- 
tended to,  and  the  brafs  train  that 
was  fent  out  upon  this  expedition, 
was  perhaps  the  finelf,  and  proba- 
bly the   moll  excellently  fupplied 


as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that 
had  ever  been  allotted  to  fecond 
the  operations  of  any  army,  which 
did  not  far  exceed  the  prefent  in 
number. 

Befides  thefe  forces,  feveral  na- 
tions of  favages  had  been  induced 
to  come  into  the  field.  This  mea- 
fure  was  defended  upon  the  fup- 
pofed  neceSfity  of  the  cafe  ;  as  if 
from  their  character  it  was  prc- 
fumed  they  could  not  lie  dill,  and 
if  not  engaged  in  the  King's  fer- 
vice, would  have  joined  the  Ame- 
ricans. Whatever  a  ".ere 
hoped  from  them,  General  Carle- 
ton  did  not  ir»  the  preceding  year 
make  much  ufe  of  them  ;  but  ci- 
villy difmified  them  at  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  on  a  promife  of 
their  appearing  in  the  next  if  re- 
quired. There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  difcullion,  which  we  want 
materials  to  fettle,  how  far  he  ap- 
proved of  their  employment  al 
The  friends  of  nainiftry  faid,  that 
he  had  recommended  and  forward- 
ed the  meafrire.  Others  faid,  that 
partly  from  humanity,  panlv  from 
rming  a  jult  ellimate  of  their 
fervice?,  and  knowing  by  experi- 
ence the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
ability  in  war,  he  was  unwilling  to 
u!e  the.ii,  knowing  that  they  were 
capricious,  inconltant,  and  in- 
tractable. That  as  their  ideas  of 
war  and  of  courage  were  totally 
different  from  thofe  of  civilized  na- 
tions, fo,  notwithstanding  their 
ferocity  of  character,  and  the  in- 
credible Specimens  of  palfive  valour 
which  they  fometimes  exhibited  in 
cafes  adapted  to  their  own  opini- 
ons, they  not  only  abhorred,  but 
dreaded,  whatever  is  considered  as 
fair  and  generous  fervice  among 
Europeans,  wherein  the  contend- 
ing parties  bravely  feck  ani  are 
included 
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included  in  one  common  danger, 
truiting  only  for  fuccefs  to  their 
fuperior  fkill  and  courage.  That 
their  object  and  defign  in  all  wars, 
was  not  to  fight,  but  to  murder ; 
not  to  conquer,  but  to  deftroy.  In 
a  word,  that  their  fervice  was  un- 
certain, their  rapacity  infatiate, 
their  faith  ever  doubtful,  and  their 
action  cruel  and  barbarous. 

Whatever  his  reafons  were  for 
not  employing  them  in  a  more  ear- 
ly and  efFe&ual  manner,  if  it  were 
in  his  power  to  do  it,   as  early  and 
effectually  as    was   imagined,    this 
conduct  was  far  from  being   gene- 
rally approved  of  at  home.    Thofe 
who    were    particularly    warm    in 
their  zeal  againft  the  colonies,  be- 
gan  fomewhat  to   forget  their  na- 
tural   humanity    in    their    anger. 
They  ir.fiited,  that  every   appear, 
ance  of  lenience  in  fuch    circum- 
ftances   was  actual   cruelty    in   the 
effect,  by  acting  as  an  incentive  to 
difobedience,    and   increafing  the 
objects  of  punilhment.     That  on 
the  contrary,   partial   feverity   was 
general  mercy  ;  as  timely  exertions 
of  jullice,  and  ftrid  inflictions   of 
punifhment,  were   at  all  times  the 
fure  means    of   preventing  crimes. 
That  the  only  method  of  fpeedily 
crufning  the  rebellion,  was  to  ren- 
der the  iituation  of  the  actors  in  it 
fo    intolerable,     that    a    ceffaticn 
from   danger,  and   the  bleilings  of 
repofe,    mould    become    the  only 
objects  of  their  contemplation  and 
hope.     That  the  means  were  but 
little  to  be  attended  to,  when  they 
led   to    the  accomplishment    of  fo 
great  and  happy  a  purpofe,  as  the 
dettruction  of  rebellion,  and  the  re- 
ftoration  of  order  and  legal  govern- 
ment.    And  that  in  all  convulfions 
of  ftates,    the    innocent  were    too 
frequently  involved  in  the  calami- 


ties which  were  intended  orwifned 
to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  guil- 
ty ;  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  con- 
dition of  mankind,  and  this  evil, 
however  deplored,  could  not  in 
numberlefs  inftances  be  avoided  or 
prevented.  This  doctrine  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  avowed  friends  of 
government,  whether  out  of  office, 
or  in  the  fubordinate  departments 
of  the  ftate;  it  was  alfo  generally 
fuppofed  to  be  confonant  to  the 
opinions  of  the  minifters,  and  that 
General  Carleton's  fcruples  or 
niceties  upon  this  point  were  by  no 
means  acceptable. 

However  this  was,  in  the  pre- 
fent  arrangement,  the  aid  of  the 
favages  was  confidered  as  a  princi- 
pal member   of  that  force    which 
was  deftined  to  the  profecution   of 
the  northern  war,  and  the  Governor 
of  Canada  was  accordingly  enjoin- 
ed   to    ule    his   utmolt  weight  and 
influence,  in  bringing  the  Indian 
nations    forward   in  fupport  of  the 
expedition.     His  zeal  was  as  ac- 
tive   in   fulfilling  this  duty,   as  i: 
was  in   every  other   which  apper- 
tained to  the  prefent  fervice.     Nor 
was  his    fuccefs  difproportioned  to 
his    zeal.     Whether   it    proceeded 
from  the  Governor's  influence  with 
the  Indians',  their  avidity  to  fcize 
the  prefents  which  were  now  libe- 
rally   diitributed    anionglt    them, 
from  their   own  innate    third  for 
war  and  plunder,  or   more  proba- 
bly, from    the   joint  operation  of 
all   thefe    caules,   their   remote   as 
well    as   near  nations  poured   forth 
their  warriors  in    fuch  abundance, 
that  he   became   at  length  appre- 
her.five,  that  their  numbers  might 
render  them  an  incumbrance  rather 
than  an  aid  to  the  army. 

The  regular  force  allotted  to  the 

expedition    conducted  by  General 

Burgoyne, 
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Purgoyne,  confining  of  BritUb.  and 
German  troops,  amounted  to  71-3 
men,  exclusive  of  the  artillery 
corp?.  Of  thefe,  the  German 
corps  (confiding  moflly  of  Brunf- 
wicker.)  amounted  to  3217.  The 
force  required  by  that  General  in 
the  propokils  which  he  laid  before 
the  Minifter,  coofifted  of  8000  re- 
gulars, rank  and  file,  befides  the 
artillery,  a  corps  of  watermen,  2000 
Canadians,  inch;  ling  hatchet.ncn, 
and  other  workmen,  with  a  thou- 
fand,  or  more,  favagcs.  We  have 
no  certain  information  what  num- 
bers of  th  fe  auxiliaries  were  in  ac- 
tual iervice  upon  the  expedition. 

Canada  was  largely  rated,  and 
its  inhabitants  mull  have  fenfibly 
fe!:  the  proportion  which  they  were 
allotted  to  contribute  towards  this 
fervice.  In  the  propofals  laid  be- 
fore the  Minifter,  befides  the  mi- 
litia and  various  fpecies  of  work- 
men fuppofed  neceilaiy  to  be  im- 
mediately attached  to  the  army, 
and  to  accompany  it  On  the  expe- 
dition, chains  of  their  militia,  pa- 
troles,  and  polls,  were  expected  to 
occupy  the  woods  in  the  frontiers 
on  the  rear  of  the  army,  partly  t_> 
intercept  the  communication  be- 
tween the  enemy  and  the  ill  atfeded 
in  Canada,  partly  to  prevent  de- 
fertion  and  to  procure  intelligence, 
and  for  various  other  duties  necef- 
fary  towards  keeping  the  country 
in  quiet.  Another  great  call  upon 
them  was  for  workmen  to  complete 
the  fortifications  at  Sore!,  St.  J< 
Chamblee  and  Tfle  au  Xoix,  which 
it  was  fuppofed  would  amount  to 
IOOO  men.  A  ftill  greater  call 
upon  the  Canadians,  and  the  more 
grievou;,  as  it  was  at  their  feed- 
fowing  ieaibn,  was  for  the  tranf- 
port  ot  all  the  provifions,  artillery- 
ilores,  and   baggage  of  the  army, 
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from  the  different  repertories  to  the 
water,  and  afterwards  at  the  car- 
rying places,  befides  the  corvecs 
for  making  the  roads.  It  was  elli- 
mnted  that  this  fervice  would  for 
fome  time  before,  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign,  require  no 
lefs  than  2000  men,  befides  a  very 
large  proportion  of  horfes  and 
carts. 

General  Bnrgoyne  was  feconded 
by  able  and  excellent  officers.  Cf 
thefe,  Major -General  Philips  of 
the  artillery,  who  had  gained  fuch 
dillinguillied  renown  by  his  condudl 
in  that  fervice  during  the  late  war 
in  Germany,  deterves  to  be  parti- 
cularly mentioned.  He  was  like- 
wife  affillcd  by  the  Brigadier-Ge- 
nerals, Frazer,  Powel,  and  Ha- 
milton, all  diftinguifhed  officers, 
with  the  Brunfwick  Mijor- General 
Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Speeht.  The  army  was, 
in  every  refpeft,  in  the  beft  condi- 
tion that  could  polTibly  be  expected 
or  u  ;i!ied,  the  troops  being  in  the 
highe:l  (pints,  admirably  difci- 
plined,  and  uncommonly  healthy. 

The  detachment  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  Mohawk  River  under 
Colonel  Sr.  Leger,  did  not  proba- 
bly exceed  feven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  confiding  of  200  drawn  from 
the  8th  and  34th  regiments,  a  re- 
giment of  New  -  Yorker.',  lately 
raifed  by,  and  under  the  command 
ot,  Sir  John  Johnfon,  being  moflly 
emigrants  from  his  own  country 
adjoining  to  the  intended  fcene  of 
a&ion,  with  fome  Hanau  chafleurs, 
a  company  of  Canadians,  and  an- 
other of  newly  raifed  rangers. 
Thefe  were  joined  by  a  ftrong  body 
of  lavages,  in  par:  con  dueled,  or 
if  it  may  be  termed  officered,  by  a 
number  of  Britifh  and  Americans. 
The  regular  force  left  in  Canada, 
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including  the  Highland  emigrants 
under  that  denomination,  amount- 
ed to  about  3700  men. 

The  army  being  at  length  ar- 
rived and  encamped  at  the  River 
Bouquet,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great 
diftance  to  the  northward  of  Crown 
Point,  General  Burgoyne,  there 
met  the  Indians  in  Congrefs,  and 
afterwards,  in  compliance  with  the 
cuftoms  of  thofe  people,  gave  them 
a  war  feaft.  The  fpeech  which  he 
made  to  the  favages  upon 
June  21,   this    occauon    has    been 

*~77-  publifhed.  It  was  cal- 
culated, in  thofe  powerful  drains 
of  elocution  by  which  that  gentle- 
man is  diftinguimed,  to  excite  their 
ardour  in  the  common  caufe,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs  their 
barbarity.  For  this  purpofe  he 
took  pains  in  explaining  to  them 
the  diftinaion,  between  a  war  car- 
ried on  againlt  a  common  enemy, 
in  which  the  whole  country  and 
people  were  hoftile,  and  the  pre- 
fent,  in  which  good  and  faithful 
fubje&s  were  largely,  and  of  ne- 
ceflity,  intermixed  with  rebels  and 
traitors.  Upon  this  principle  he 
laid  down  feveral  injunftions  for 
the  government  of  their  conduct, 
particularly,  that  they  mould  only 
kill  thofe  who  were  oppofed  to 
them  in  arms ;  that  old  men,  wo- 
men, children,  and  prifoners, 
mould  be  held  facred  from  the 
knife  or  hatchet,  even  in  the  heat 
of  adual  conflia;  that-they  mould 
only  fcalp  thofe  whom  they  had 
flain  in  fair  oppofition  ;  but  that 
under  no  pretence,  fubtlety,  or  co- 
lour of  prevarication,  they  mould 
fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying  ; 
much  lefs  kill  perfons  in  that  con- 
dition, by  way  of  evading  the  m- 
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jun&ion.  And  they  were  promifed 
a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but 
informed  that  they  fhould  be  called 
to  account  for  fcalps.  Thefe  en- 
deavours did  in  fome  meafure  mi- 
tigate, but  were  not  of  force  wholly 
to  reftrain  their  ferocity,  of  which 
fome  unhappy  inftances  afterwards 
appeared. 

The  General  foon  after  difperfed 
a   manifefto,   calculated   to   fpread 
terror   among    the    contumacious, 
and  particularly  to  revive  in  their 
minds    every   latent   impreffionof 
fear  derived  from  knowledgeor  in- 
formation of  the  cruel  operations  of 
the  favages,  whofe  numbers  were 
accordingly   magnified,    and    their 
eagernefs   to  be   let  loofe  to    their 
prey,    defcribed    with    uncommon 
energy.     The  force   of  that  great 
power,  which  was  now  fpread  by 
fea   and   land,    to    embrace    or    to 
crufh  every  part  of  America,  was 
difplayed   in  full,    lofty  and    ex- 
preffive  language.     The  rebellion, 
with  its  effects,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  prefent  governors  and  govern- 
ments,    were    charged     with    the 
higheft  colouring,  and  exhibited  a 
moll  hideous   picture,  of  unparal- 
leled mjuftice,  cruelty,   perfection 
and  tyranny.     Encouragement  and 
employment  were  affured  to  thofe, 
who  with  a  difpofi-ion   and  ability 
fuited   to  the   purpofe,   fhouid  ac- 
tually   affift    in    redeeming    their 
country  from   flavery,  and   in   the 
re-eftablifhment    of  legal    govern- 
ment.     Proteaion     and    fecunty, 
clogged  with  conditions,  reftnCted 
by  circumftances,    and   rather  im- 
perfectly or  inexplicitly  expreffed, 
were  held  out  to  the  peaceable  and 
induftrious,  who  continued  in  their 
habitations.     And  all  the  calami- 
ties and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed 

in 
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m  their  moft  terrific  forms,  were 
denounced  againft  thofe  who  per- 
fevered  in  their  hoftility. 

The  army  having  made  a  fliort 
ftay  at  Crown  Poin',  for  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  magazines,  an  hofpi- 
tal,  and  other  neceflary  fervices, 
proceeded,  in  concert  with  the  na- 
val armament,  to  invert  Ticonde- 
roga, which  was  the  firft  objeft  of 
their    deftination. 


ram  and  ill  conducted  attempt 
made  upon  that  place  in  the  year 
1758,  with  the  confequent  repulfe 
and  heavy  lofs  fuflained  by  the 
Britifti  army,  rendered  it  at  that 
time  an  object  of  general  attention, 
it  may  not  at  this  diftance  of  time 
be  wholly  unnecefTary  to  take  fome 
notice  of  its  fituation,  as  well  as  of 
its  ftate  of<lefence. 

Ticonderoga  lies  on  the  weftern 
fhore,  and  only  a  few  miles  to  the 
northward  from  the  commencement 
of  that  narrow  inlet,  by  which  the 
water  from  Lake  George  u  con- 
veyed to  Lake  Champlain.  Crown 
Point  lies  about  a  dozen  miles  far 


Americans  had  taken  ftill  more 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular 
hill  to  which  they  give  the  name 
of  Mou  t  Independence.  On  the 
fummu  of  this,  which  is  Table  land, 
they  had  erected  a  liar  fort,  en* 
doling  a  large  fquare  of  barracks, 
well  fortified  and  fupplied  with  ar- 
tillery. The  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, which  on  the  weft  fide  pro- 
Although    the     je&ed  into  the  writer,  was  ftronply 


entrenched  to  its  eagp,  ard  the 
entrenchment  well  lined  with  heavy 
artillery.  A  battery  about  half 
way  up  the  mount,  fuftained  and 
covered  thefe  lower  works. 

The  Americans,  with  their 
ufual  induftry,  had  joined  thefe 
two  polls  by  a  bridge  of  communi- 
cation thrown  over  the  inlet.  This 
was,  like  many  other  of  their  per- 
formances, a  great  and  moft  labo- 
rious work.  The  bridge  was  fup- 
ported  on  22  funken  piers  of  very 
large  timber,  placed  at  nearly 
equal  diftances  ;  the  fpaces  be- 
tween thefe  were  filled  with  fepa- 
rate   floats,    each   about  fifty  feec 
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ther  north  at :  tht  extremity  of  that     long  and  twelve  feet  wide,  ftrong- 
The  firft  of  thefe  places  is     ly   faftened    together    with    chains 


fkuated  on  an  angle  of  land,  which 
is  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  wa- 
ter, and  that  covered  by  rocks.     A 
great  part  of  the   fourth  fide  was 
covered    by   a    deep    morafs,    and 
where   that   fails,   the   old  French 
lines  ftill  continued  as  a  defence  on 
the  north-weft  quarter.    The  Ame- 
ricans ftrengthened  thefe  lines  with 
additional     works    and    a    block- 
houfe.     They  had  other  pofts  with 
works     and    blockhoufes,    on    the 
left,    towards  Lake    George.     To 
:he  right  of  the  French  lines  they 
had  alfo  two  new  blockhoufes  with 
Dther  works. 
On  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  inlet, 


and  rivets,    and  as  efFe&ual.'y  at- 
tached to  the  funken  pillars.     On 
the  Lake   Champlain  fide  of  the 
bridge,  it  was  defended  by  a  boom 
compofed   of  very  large  pieces   of 
timber,  faftened  together  by  rivet- 
ted  bolts  and  double  chains^   made 
of  ron  an   inch   and   half  fquare. 
Thus   not   only  a    communication 
was   maintained  between  thefe  two 
pofts,   but  all  accefs  by  water  from 
the  northern  fide  was  totally  cue 
off. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
inlet  immediately  after  patting  Ti- 
conderoga, aiTumes  a  new  form, 
fuddenly   widening  to  a  confider- 


Wd  oppofne  to  Ticonderoga,  the     able  breadth,  and   becoming  navi 

[^]  2  gable 
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gable  to  vefl'els  of  burden,  fo  from 
thence  it  alfo  holds  the  name  of 
Champlain,  although  it  is  not  yet 
properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fouthern  gut 
from  Lake  George,  befides  being 
narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavi- 
gabie  by  (hallows  and  falls;  but 
on  its  arrival  at  Ticonderoga,  it 
is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  wa- 
ter on  the  eaftern  fide,  called,  in 
this  part,  South  River,  but  higher 
up  towards  its  fource,  before  the 
junction  of  the  elder  branch  with 
the  younger,  which  runs  from 
South  Bay,  it  is  known  under  the 
appellation  of  Wood  Creek.  The 
confluence  of  thefe  waters  at  Ti- 
conderoga, forms  a  fmall  bay  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  bridge  of 
communication,  and  the  point  of 
land  formed  by  their  junction,  is 
compofed  of  a  mountain  called  Su- 
gar Hill. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent 
fireugth  of  Ticonderoga  from 
what  we  have  hitherto  feen,  it 
is  entirely  overlooked,  and  its 
works  effectually  commanded  by 
Sugar  Hill.  This  circumftance 
occafioned  a  confultation  among 
the  Americans  as  to  the  fortifying 
of  that  Mount;  but  their  works 
were  already  far  too  extenfive  for 
their  powers  of  defence,  and 
would  require  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  men  to  be  effectually  man- 
ned. It  was  likewife  hoped,  that 
the  difficulty  of  accefs  to  the  Su- 
gar Mount,  and  the  favage  in- 
equality of  its  furface,  would  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  attempting 
to  profit  of  its  fituation. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult from  the  information  before 
us,  to  form  any  authentic  efti- 
mate  of  the  number  of  Ameri- 
cans that  were  in  the  actual  de- 
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fence  of  thefe  two  poih.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  commander  in  chief, 
General  St.  Clair's  exculpatory 
letter  to  the  Congrefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  refolutions  of  the  coun- 
cil of  war,  which  accompanies 
it,  that  his  whole  force,  includ- 
ing 900  militia,  who  were  to 
quit  him  in  a  few  days,  was 
only  about  3000  men  ;  that  thefe 
were  ill  equipped,  and  worfe 
armed  ;  particularly  in  the  arti- 
cle of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  effen- 
tial  in  the  defence  of  lines,  that 
they  had  not  one  to  ten  of  their 
number.  This  account  would 
feem  not  only  fatisfactory  but 
conclufive,  if  it  had  not  been 
contradicted  by  others.  In  a  de- 
tail of  the  tranfactions  of  the 
campaign,  tranfmitted  by  the  war 
office  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  to  the 
American  deputies  in  France, 
and  for  the  conveyance  of  which 
a  light  fhip  was  fent  out  on  pur- 
pofe,  they  ftate  St.  Clair's  force 
at  near  5000  men  well  equipped 
and  armed.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  obferved,  that  thev  talk  with 
great  bitternefs  of  that  General's 
conduct,  as  he  had  done  in  his  firft 
letter  to  Congrefs,  with  refpedt  to 
the  behaviour  of  two  of  their  re- 
giments :  It  may  alfo  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  in  a  ftatement  of 
their  affairs  intended  to  operate 
upon  the  fentiments  and  conduct 
of  a  court,  from  which  they  al- 
ready received  effential  benefits, 
and  looked  forward  to  much 
greater,  they  would  rather  in- 
cieafe  the  weight  of  blame  upon 
an  unfortunate  officer,  than  de- 
tract from  the  public  opinion  of 
their  own  conduct  and  power,  by 
attributing  weaknefs  to  their  coun- 
cils, or  inefficacy  to  their  arms. 

As 
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As  the  royal  army  approached 
to  the  object  of  its  deitination, 
it  advanced  with  equal  caution 
and  order,  on  both  iides  of  the 
lake,  the  naval  force  keeping  its 
ftation  in  the  centre,  until  the  one 
had  begun  to  enclofe  the  enemy 
on  the  land  fide,  and  the  fri- 
gates and  gun-boats  caft  anchor 
juft  out  of  cannon  (hot  from  their 
works.  Upon  the  near  approach 
of  the  right  wing  on  the  Ticon- 
deroga  fide,  upon  the  2d  of  July, 
the  Americans  immediately  aban- 
doned and  fet  fire  to  their  works, 
block- houfes,  and  law-mills,  to- 
wards Lake  George,  and  with- 
out fally,  interruption,  or  the 
fmalleft  motion  or  diveriion,  per- 
mitted Major  General  Phillips  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  very  advan- 
tageous poA  of  Mount  Hope, 
which,  befides  commanding  their 
lines  in  a  great  and  dangerous 
degree,  totally  cut  off  their  com- 
munication with  that  lake.  The 
fame  fupinenefs  and  total  want 
of  vigour  appeared  in  every  thing 
on  their  fide,  except  in  the  keep- 
ing up  of  an  ineffectual  roar  of 
cannon,  which  was  fo  much  con- 
temned on  the  other  as  not  to  be 
once  returned. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  royal 
nrmv  proceeded  with  fuch  expe- 
dition in  the  conftruction  of  its 
works,  the  bringing  up  of  artil- 
lery, ftores  and  provifions,  and 
the  eftabliihment  of  its  polls  and 
communications,  that  by  the  5th, 
matters  were  fo  far  advanced,  a3 
to  require  little  more  time  for 
completely  inveflir.g  the  pofts  on 
both  fides  of  the  lake.  Sugar 
11:11  was  alfo  examined,  and  the 
advantages  it  prefented  were  fo 
important,  though  attended  with 
infinite      labour      and      difficulty, 


from  the  neceffity  of  making  a 
road  to  its  top  through  very 
rough  ground,  and  constructing  a 
level  there  for  a  battery,  that 
this  arduous  talk  was  undertaken, 
and  already  far  advanced  towards 
its  completion,  through  the  fpirit, 
judgment,  and  a&ive  indultry  of 
General  Phillips. 

In  thefe  circumltances,  a  hafty 
council  was  on  that  day  held 
by  the  American  Generals,  to 
which  their  principal  went,  as  he 
informs  us,  already  predetermined 
as  to  his  conduct.  It  was  repre- 
fented,  that  their  whole  effective 
numbers  were  not  fufheiont  to 
man  one  half  of  the  works  ; 
that  as  the  whole  muff  confe- 
quently  be  upon  conftant  duty, 
it  would  be  impofiible  for  them 
to  fultain  the  fatigue  for  any 
length  of  time  ;  and  that  as  the 
enemy's  batteries  were  ready  to 
open,  and  the  place  would  be 
completely  inverted  on  all  fides 
within  24  hours,  nothing  could 
fave  the  troops,  but  an  immediate 
evacuation  of  both  pofts.  This 
determination  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  and 
the  place  was  accordingly  eva- 
cuated on  that  night. 

However  juitly  this  reprefen- 
tation  of  their  condition  and  cir- 
cumstances was  founded,  and 
however  neceffary  the  determina- 
tion of  the  council  was  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  one 
apparently  capital  error  on  the  fide 
of  the  commanders,  mult  ftrike 
everv  common  obferver.  If  their 
force  was  not  iufficicnt  for  the 
defence  of  the  works,  why  did 
they  not  form  this  refdlution  in 
time  ?  Why  did  they  not  with- 
draw the  troop.,  artillery,  and 
ftores,    and    demcliih    the    works 

[K]  3  before 


150]      ANNUAL  REGISTER, 


before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  ? 
Why  did  they  wait  to  be  nearly 
furrounded,  until  their  retreat 
wa^  more  ruinous  than  a  fur- 
render  under  any  conditions  that 
cou'd  be  propofed,  and  little  lefs 
defbudive  in  the  event,  than  if 
the  works  had  been  carried  by 
ftorm  ? 

Thefe  are  queftions  that  time 
and  better  information  alone  can 
anfwer,  if  ever  they  fhould  clearly 
anfwer,  in  favour  of  the  American 
Generals. 

The  baggage  of  the  army, 
wi'h  fuch  artillery,  {lores,  and 
provifions,  as  the  necefiity  of  the 
time  would  permit,  were  em- 
barked with  a  ftrong  detachment 
on  board  above  zoo  batteaux, 
and  difpatched,  under  convoy  of 
five  armed  gallies,  up  the  fouth 
river,  in  their  way  to  Skenef- 
The  main  army  took 
by  the  way  of  Caftle- 
reach    the   fame   place 


The  firft  light  of  the 
morning  had  no  fooner 


borough. 
its  route 
town,  to 
by  land. 

July  6th. 

discovered  the  flight  of  the  enemy, 
than  their  main  body  was  eager- 
ly purfued  by  Brigadier  General 
Frazer,  at  the  head  of  his  bri- 
gade, confifting  of  the  light 
troops,  grenadiers,  and  fome  other 
corps.  Major  General  Reide- 
iel  was  alfo  ordered  to  join  in 
the  purfuit  by  land,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  Brunfwick 
troops,  either  to  fupport  the  Bri- 
gadier, or  to  aft  feparately,  as 
occafion  might  require,  or  cir- 
cumftances  direft.  The  enemy 
left  a  prodigious  artillery  behind 
them,  which,  with  thofe  taken  or 
deftroyed  in  the  armed  veflels  at 
Skenefborough,  amounted  to  no 
lefs  than  128  pieces,   of  all  forts? 


1777- 

ferviceable  and  un  Serviceable, 
They  alfo  left  fome  military  ftores 
of  different  forts,  and  no  inconfi- 
derable  ftock  of  provifions  in  the 
forts. 

General  Burgoyne  conducted  the 
purfuit   by  water  in  perfon.     That 
bridge    and    thofe   works,    which, 
the  Americans  had  laboured  hard 
for  ten  months  to  render  impene- 
trable,   were   cut    through   in  lefs 
time    by  the  Britifh   feamen   and 
artificers,    than  it  would  have  coil 
them     to     have     defcribed     their 
ftruclure.       In    a  word,    they   did 
their     bufinefs     with    fuch    fpeed 
and  effeft,    that  not  only  the  gun- 
boats, but  the  Royal  George  and 
Inflexible     frigates,      had     pafled 
through  the  bridge  by  nine  o'clock 
in    the    morning.      Several    regi- 
ments   embarked    on     board    the 
veflels,    and   the   purfuit    up    the 
river    was    fupported    with     fuch 
vigour,    that  by  three  o'clock  in 
the   afternoon,    the   foremoft   bri- 
gade of  the  gun-boats,    was  clofe- 
ly     engaged     with     the     enemies 
gallies   near  Skenefborough  Falls. 
In   the   mean    time,     three    regi- 
ments  which   had   been   landed  at 
South  Bay,  afcended  and  pafTed  a 
mountain    with   great    expedition, 
in    order    to    attack    the    enemy's 
works    at   the   falls,    and   thereby 
cut  off   their  retreat.      But  their 
fpeedy  flight   prevented    the    exe- 
cution of  that  defign.     Upon  the 
approach     of    the     frigates,      the 
gallies,    which  were  already  over- 
borne  by   the  gun-boats,    loft  all 
fpirit  ;     two    of    them    were    ac- 
cordingly taken,   and  three  blown 
up,     The  rebels  now  giving  way 
to  their  defpair,    fet  fire  to  their 
works,  ftockaded  fort,    mills,    and 
batteaux,  after  which  they  efcaped 
as  well  as  they  could  up  the  Wood 

Creek, 
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Creek.  This  flroke  feemed  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  their  ill- 
fated  army,  for  the  batteaux  were 
deeply  loaded,  befides  their  bag- 
gage, with  ammunition,  ftores, 
and  provifions ;  fo  that  they  were 
now  left  naked  in  the  woods, 
deftitute  of  provision,  and  with- 
out any  other  means  of  defence, 
than  what  they  derived  from  the 
arms  in  their  hands. 

Confufion  and  d'fmay,  equally 
attended  their  main  body  on  the 
left.  The  iolaiers  had  loft  all 
refpeft  for,  and  confidence  in 
their  commanders.  It  would  be 
fruitlefs  to  expeft  refolution, 
where  no  order  nor  command 
could  be  maintained. 

Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and 
fupported  the  chafe  through  the 
vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day, 
with  his  ufual  aftivity  and  vi- 
gour. Having  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy's  rear  were 
at  no  great  diflance,  and  were 
commanded  by  Colonel  Francis, 
one  of  their  bed  and  brave  ft 
officers,  his  troops  lay  that  night 
on  their  arms.  He  came  up 
i  with    the    euemy    at    five 

'  in     the    morning,     whom 

he  found  ftrongly  polled,  witn 
great  advantage  of  g"ou.  d,  aial 
a  fli.l  greater  iuperionty  in  point 
of  numb.r.  As  he  expecled  every 
moment  to  be  joined  by  General 
Reidefel,  and  was  apprehenlive 
that  the  enemy  might  efcape  if 
he  delayed,  he  did  not  hefita'e 
to  begin  the  attack.  The  advan- 
tages which  they  pofLffed  in 
ground  and  number,  at  d  perhaps 
more  than  both,  the  goodnefs  of 
their  commander,  induced  them 
to  make  a  better  ltand  than  might 
have  been  expected  irom  their 
condition  in  other  refpe&s, 


As  Frazer's  corps   was   not  fup- 
ported near  fo  foon   as   had   been 
expe&ed,     the     engagement     was 
long ;    and    though    the   light   in- 
fantry  and  grenadiers   gave    feve- 
ral    flriking    proofs    of    their    fu- 
periority,    affairs  were  ftill   unde- 
cided   and    critical.       The    arrival 
of  the    Germans    was    at    length 
decifive.     The  enemy   fled  on  all 
fides,     leaving    their    brave    com- 
mander, with  many  other  officers, 
and  above  200  private  men,    dead 
on    the   field.       About    the    fame 
number,  befides  a  Colonel,   (even 
Captains,  and  ten  Subalterns  were 
taken  prifoners.     Above  600  were 
fuppofed    to    be    wounded,     many 
of    whom    perifhed    miferably    in 
the  wood<;.       The    principal    lofs 
on    the    fide   of    the  royal  army, 
was     thit    of    M.ijor    Grant,     a 
brave  officer,   who  was  killed.     St. 
Clair,  with   the  van   of  the   Ame- 
rican   army,    was   at  this   time   at 
Caftletown,    about    fix    miles  far- 
ther on.     Upon    the    account    of 
this    difafler,  and  of  'he  more  fa- 
tal flroke  at   Skenefborough,    nnd 
under    the    apprehcmlon   of  being 
ercepted     at     Fo't    Anne,     he 
(truck    O:.    to    the    ucoch    on    his 
left,    probably    uncertain   whether 
he     fhou'.d     u:rcct     his     courie    to 
ward>    the  New  England    provinces 
and   the  upp^r  part  o\   the   Con- 
nect zat,  or  to  Fort  Eu.vard. 

Duri  g  :hefe  -^vantages  on  the 
left,  Ctlonel  Ha;  was  detach- 
ed witn  the  9  h  regi.nent  from 
Sice,  elborou'.-ii  towards  Fort  •  nne, 
in  order  to  :n:er.ept  the  fugitives 
who  fled  a.oijg  the  Wood  Creek, 
whilfl  a'  ot  er  p-trt  of  the  army 
was  employed  in  carrying  bat- 
teaux over  the  fans,  in  ordei  to 
facili.ate  their  movement  to  aif- 
lodge  the  enemy  from  that  poft. 
IK]  4  In 


152]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1777. 


In  that  expedition,  the  Colonel 
was  attacked  by  a  body  of  the  e- 
nemy,  confifling,  as  he  conceived, 
of  fix  times  the  nurrber  of  his 
detachment,  who  finding  all  their 
efforts  in  front  ineffectual  to  force 
the  judicious  pofition  which  he 
had  taken,  attempted  to  furround 
the  regiment.  This  alarming 
attempt  put  him  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  changing  his  ground  in 
the  heat  of  action.  Nothing  lefs 
than  the  moil  perfect  difcipline, 
fupported  by  the  cook/I  intrepi- 
dity, could  have  enabled  the  re- 
giment to  execute  fo  critical  a 
movement  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my, and  in  fuch  circumftanccs. 
It  was  however  performed  with  fuch 
ileadinefs  and  effect,  that  the  ene- 
jmy,  after  an  attack  of  three  hours, 
were  fo  totally  repulfed,  and  with 
fuch  lofs,  that  after  fetting  fire  to 
Fort  Anne,  they  fled  with  the  ut- 
mofl  precipitation  towards  Fort  Ed- 
ward, upon  the  Hudfon's  river. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army,  in 
all  this  fervice,  and  in  fo  many 
different  engagements,  fome  of 
which  were  warm,  and  feemed 
liable  to  lofs,  was  very  fmall. 
The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded, 
not  much  exceeding  two  hundred 
men. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  of 
fuccefs,  which  fwept  every  thing 
away  before  the  northern  army  in 
its  outfet.  It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  if  both  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  were  highly  elated  with 
their  fortune,  and  deemed  that 
and  their  prowefs  to  be  irrefifti- 
ble  ;  if  fhey  regarded  their  enemy 
with  the  created:  contempt,  con- 
ed their  own  toils  to  be  near- 
ly at  an  end,  Albany  to  be  already 
in  their  hands  ;  and  the  reduction 
pf  the  northern    provinces    to   be 


rather  a  matter  of  fome  time,  than 
an  arduous  tafk  full  of  difficulty 
and  danger. 

At   home,    the  joy  and    exulta- 
tion   was    extreme  ;     not    only    at 
court,  but  with  all  thofe  who  hop- 
ed or  wifhed   the    unqualified    fub- 
j ligation,    and   unconditional   fub- 
miflion  of  the  colonies.     The  lofs 
in   reputation  was  greater   to    the 
Americans,    and   capable  of  more 
fatal  confequences,    than  even  that 
of  ground,    of  polls,    of  artillery, 
or  of  men.     All  the  contemptuous 
and  moil  degrading  charges  which 
had   been  made  by  their  enemies, 
of    their    wanting    the    refolution 
and  abilities  of  men,    even  in   the 
defence  of  whatever  was  dear  to 
them, were  now  repeated  and  believ- 
ed.   Thofe  who  ftiil  regarded  them 
as  men,  and  who  had  not  yet  lolc 
all  affection  to  them   as   brethren  ; 
who  alio  retained  hopes  that  a  happy 
reconciliation    upon    conititutional 
principles,  without   facrificing   the 
dignity  or  the  juft  authority  of  go- 
vernment on  the  one  fide,  or  a  de- 
reliction of  the  rights  of  freemen 
on  the  other,    was   not  even   now 
impoffible,     notwithstanding    their 
favourable  difpofitions   in    general, 
could   not   help  feeling  upon   this 
occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk 
not  a  little  in  their  eltimaf.ion.     It 
was  not  difficult  to  diffufe  an   opi- 
nion,   that  the   war  in   effect   was 
over  ;   and  that  any  further  refin- 
ance, would  ferve  only   to   render 
the   terms  of  their  fubmillion   the 
worfe.       Such   were    fome  of  the 
immediate  effects    of   the    lofs    of 
thofe  grand  keys  of  North  Ame- 
rica, Ticorideroga  and  the  hikes. 

General  Burgoyne  continued  for 
fome  days,  with  the  army  partly 
at  Skenelborough,  and  partly 
fpread  in    the  adjoining   country, 

They 
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They  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
waking  for  the  arrival  of  tents, 
!_re,  and  provihons.  In  the 
mean  time,  no  labour  was  fpared 
in  opening  roads  by  the  way  of 
Fort  Anne,  for  advancing  againlf. 
the  enemy.  Equal  induftry  was 
ufed  in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek 
from  the  obftacles  of  fallen  trees, 
funken  ftones,  and  other  impedi- 
ments which  had  been  laid  in  the 
way  by  the  enemy,  in  oider  to 
open  a  paffage  for  batteaux,  lor 
the  conveyance  of  artillery,  ftores, 
provifions,  and  camp  equipage. 
Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed  at 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  carrying 
of  gun- boats,  provifion  veftels, 
and  batteaux,  over  land  into  Lake 
George.  Thefe  were  ail  laborious 
works,  but  the  fpirit  of  the  army 
was  at  that  time  fuperior  to  toil 
or  danger. 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort 
Edward  upon  the  Hudfon's  river, 
where  he  was  endeavouring  to 
colledl  the  militia,  and  had  been 
joined  by  St.  Clair,  with  the 
wretched  remains  of  his  army, 
who  had  taken  a  roundabout 
march  of  feven  days  through  the 
woods,  in  which,  from  the  ex- 
ceeding badnels  of  the  weather, 
with  the  want  of  covering,  pro- 
viiions, and  all  manner  o:  necef- 
faries,  they  had  fuffered  the  mod 
extreme  mifery.  Many  others  of 
the  fugitives  had  alfo  arrived; 
but  lo  totally  broken  down,  that 
they  weie  nearly  as  deftitute  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  all  the 
materials  of  war,  as  they  were  of 
vigour,  hope,  and  fpirit,  to  ufe 
t   em  with  efredt. 

Although  the  direft  di  fiance 
from  Fore  Anne,  where  the  bat- 
teaux navigation  on  Wood  Creek 
determined,  or  even  from   Skenef- 


borough  to  Fort  Edward,  was  no 
greater,  than  what  in  England 
would  be  confidered  as  a  mode- 
rate ride  of  exercife,  yet  fuch  is 
the  fav.ige  face  and  impracticable 
nature  of  the  country,  and  fuch 
were  the  artificial  difficulties  which 
the  indullry  of  the  enemy  had 
thrown  in  the  way,  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a 
work  of  much  preparation,  time, 
and  labour.  It  will  fcarccly  be 
believed  in  after  times,  and  may 
now  be  received  with  difficulty  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  that 
it  coll  an  aclive  and  fjiriled  army, 
without  an  enemy  in  force  to  im- 
pede its  progrcf  ,  not  many  fewer 
days  in  palling  from  one  part  to 
another  of  a  country,  than  the 
diftance,  in  a  direct  line,  would 
have  meafured  miles.  Vet  fuch, 
however  extraordinary,  is  the  fad. 
Behdes  that  the  country  was  a 
wiloernei.;  in  almort  every  part 
of  the  pafTage,  the  enemy  had  cut 
large  timber  trees  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, on  both  lides  of  the  road, 
as  to  fall  acrofs  and  lengthways, 
with  their  branches  interwoven  ;  fo 
that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of 
thefe  frequently  to  remove,  in  places 
where  they  could  not  poffibly  take 
any  other  direction.  The  face  of 
the  country  was  likewife  fo  broken 
with  creeks  and  marines,  that  in 
that  Ihort  fpace,  they  had  no  lefs 
than  forty  bridges  to  construct, 
behdes  others  to  repair ;  and  one 
of  thele  was  of  log  work,  over  a 
morals  two  miles  in  extent.  All 
thefe  toils  and  difficulties  were  en- 
countered and  overcome  by  the 
troops  with  their  ufual  fpirit  and 
alacrity.  The  e:iemy  were  too 
weak,  too  much  difpirited,  and 
probably  too  much  afraid  of  the 
Indians,     to    add    very    materially 

to 
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to   thefe   difficulties.      Some    fkir-  ceived  that  the  army  was  march- 

jnifhing     and     firing     there     was,  ing     in     a    direction,     which   was 

however,    on    every   day's    march,  likely  to  cut  off  their  retreat,    they 

in  which,  as  ufual,  they  conltantly  would    undoubtedly   confult    their 

came  off  lofers.  fafety  in  time,  by  abandoning  the 

It   is    true,    that  General   Bur-  poft. 


goyne  might  have  adopted  ano- 
ther route  to  Hudfon's  river,  by 
which  moft  of  rhefe  particular  dif 
ficulties  would  have  been  avoid 
cd.  By  returning  down  the  South 
liver  to  Ticonderoga,  he  might 
again  have  embarked  the  army  on 
Lake  George,  and  proceeded  to 
the  fort  which  takes  its  name,  and 
lies  at  its  head,  from  whence  theie 
is  a  waggon  road  to  Fore  Edward. 
To  this  it  was  objected,  and  pro- 
bably with  reafon,  that  a  retro- 
grade motion  in  the  height  of 
viftory,  would  tend  greatly  to 
abate  that  panic  with  which  the 
enemy  were  confounded  and  over- 
whelmed ;  that  it  would  even  cool 
the  ardour,  and  check  the  anima- 
tion of  the  troops,  to  call  them 
off  from  the  profecuiion  of  their 
fuccefs,  to  a  cold  and  fpiritlefs 
voyage  ;  and  that  their  expedition 


The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  retired  to  Saratoga,  at 
the  approach  of  the  royal  army, 
wh;ch,  from  the  impediments  we 
h.tve  feen  in  the  march,  was  not 
until  the  end  of  July.  The  en- 
thufxafm  of  the  army,  as  well  as 
of  the  General,  upon  their  arrival 
on  the  Hudfo.i's  river,  which  had 
been  fo  long  the  objA&  of  their 
hopes  and  wifhes,  may  be  better 
coiceived  than  defcribed.  As  the 
enf  my,  by  pievioufly  abandoning 
Forr  George,  and  burning  their 
v"fTels,  had  left  the  lake  entirely- 
open,  a  great  embarkation  of  pio- 
vifions,  lior-s,  ar.d  necefiaries,  was 
already  arrived  at  that  poft  from 
Ticonderoga.  The  army  was  ac- 
cordingly fully  and  immediately 
employed,  in  tranfporting  theie 
articles,  with  artillery,  batteaux, 
and   fuch    other    matters    as    they 


would  undoubtedly  be  checked  by  judged  neceffary   for  the   profecu- 

the     refinance    and    delay    which  tion  of  their  future  meafures,  from 

they  muft  expecl  at  Fort  George;  Fort  George  to  Hudfon's  river, 
whereas,    when  the  garrifon  per- 


C  H  A  P. 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [i55 

CHAP.    IX. 

General  terror   excited  by  the  lofs    of  Ticonderoga,  and  the   expected  pro- 
gress of  the  favages.     New  England  governments  notwithftanding  Jhew  no 
appearance  of  fubmifjion.       Arnold  fent    with    a    reinforcement    to    the 
northern  army.      Ill  e feels  produced  by  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians.      Dif- 
ficulties experienced  by  the  royal   army    in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  in  the  conveyance  of  provifions  and  Jlores  frcm  Lake  George. 
Movement  made  down  the  North  River,    and  a  bridge  of  rafts  thrown 
over  near  Saratoga,    in    order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  Colonel  St. 
Leger.      Expedition  to  furprize  the    magazines  at  Bennington,    under  the 
conducl  of  Cohnel  Baum.       Colonel  Breyman  ordered  forward  to  fupport 
the  expediti  n.     Baum  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  ;    Breyman  alfo  defeat- 
ed.    Ill  confequences.       Fort  Stanwix  cbjlinately  defended  againji  Colonel 
St.   Le^er.       General  Harkimer  attempts  to  relieve  the  fort  with  a  body 
of  militia,  who  are  mojlly  cut  to  pieces.      Cruelty,  and  ill  conducl  of  the 
favages  ;    grow  fullen  and  intractable  ;   oblige  Colonel  St.   Leger  to  raife 
the  feege  with  precipitation  and  lrfs.      Villainy  of  their  behaivour  on  the 
retreat.       Siege    raifed  before  the  arrival  of  Arnold   and  his  detachment 
to  the  relief  of  the  fort.      General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  the  Ame- 
rican army.      General  Burgoyne  -with  the  royal  army  pafs  the  North  River 
at  Saratoga,  and  advance  to  attack  the  enemy  near  Still  Water.     Diffe- 
rence of  opinion  upon  that  meafure,  as  well  as  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
being    adopted.       Severe    and   heavy    allien    on   the    nineteenth    of  Sep- 
tember.     Both  armies  fortify    their  camps.       Unfortunate    aSion    on    the 
feventh    of  Oelober.       Camp  formed.      Death    of  General  Frazer,     Co- 
lonel   Breyman,      and    Sir    fames    Clarke.       Diflrefed  fituation    of  the 
royal    army.       Majierly    movement    made,     and   an    entire    new    pofition. 
taken   in    the    night.       New  engagement  eagerly  fought,    but    refujed  otz 
the    next   day    by  the  enemy.        Retreat  to   Saratoga.      Previous  defer:.':); 
of  the  Indians  and  others.       Royal    army  reduced  to  the  utmojl  freights. 
Nearly  fur  rounded  on  all  fides.       Cut    iff  from   all  means    of  fubfifience, 
and   pojfibility    of    retreat.       Councils    of   war.       Convention    concluded 
tfvith   General    Gates.       Terms    of  the    convention.       State    of  the    army. 
Succefsful  expedition  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton    and  General  Vaughan    up  the 
North  River.       Several  forts  taken  ;    Efopus   and  other  places  defrayed. 
Colonel  Campbell,  with  the  Majors  Sill  and  Grant,  and  Count  Graboufkie, 
a  Poli/b  nobleman,    killed  in  this  expedition.      Some   objervations  on  the 
campaign. 

NOTHING     could    exceed  the   powers   and   numbers    of   the 

the    aftonifhment    and     ter-  favages,     added     perhaps     to     the 

ror,  which  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga,  effect.      It  was  remarkable,    how- 

and   its    immediate    confequences,  ever,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe 

fpread  throughout  the  New  Eng-  difafters,    and    confequent  terrors, 

land    provinces.       The     General's  no  fort  of  difpofition  to  fubmit  ap- 

jnanifefto,    in  which  he  difplaycd  peared  in  any  quarter, 

The 
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The  New  England  governments 
in  particular,  though  moil  imme- 
diately menaced,  did  not  fink  un- 
der their  apprehenfion  of  the  com- 
mon danger.  They,  as  well  as 
the  congrefs,  acted  with  vigour 
and  rirmnefs  in  their  efforts 
to  repel  the  enemy.  Arnold, 
whom  we  have  lately  feen  at  the 
engagement  at  Danbury,  was  im- 
mediately fent  to  the  reinforce- 
ment of  the  northern  army,  who 
carried  with  him  a  train,  of  artil- 
lery which  he  received  from  Wafh- 
ington.  On  his  arrival  he  drew 
the  American  troops  back  from 
Saratoga  to  Still  Water,  a  central 
fituation  between  that  place,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  river, 
where  it  falls  into  Hudfon's.  This 
movemeut,  was  to  be  the  nearer  at 
hard  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
Colonel  St.  Lcger,  who  was  now 
advancing  upon  the  former  of  thefe 
rivers.  His  forces  were  daily  in- 
creafed  through  the  outrages  of 
the  favages,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  regulations  and  endeavours  of 
General  Burgoyne,  were  too  prone 
to  the  exerciie  of  their  ufual  cruel- 
ties, to  be  effectually  reftrained  by 
any  means.  The  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  its  enemies, 
were  equally  victims  to  their  in- 
difcriminate  rage.  Among  other 
iiiliances  of  this  nature,  the  mur- 
der •  of  Mifs  M'Crea,  which  hap- 
pened fome  fma!l  time  after,  (truck 
every  breall  with  horror.  Every 
circumftance  of  this  horrid  trans- 
action ferved  to  render  it  more  ca- 
lan  itous  and  afflicting.  The  young 
lady  is  reprefenced  to  have  been 
in  ail  the  innocence  of  youth,  and 
b!oum  of  beauty.  Her  father  was 
faid  to  be  deeply  irusrefted  in  the 
rcyal  caufe  j  and  to  wind   up  the 


cataftrophe  of  this  odious  tragedy, 
fhe  was  to  have  been  married  to  a 
Britifh  ofiicer  on  the  very  day  that 
fhe  was  maffacred. 

Occafion  was  thence  taken  to 
exafperate  the  people,  and  to 
blacken  the  royal  party  and  army. 
People  were  too  apt  to  jumble 
promifcuoufly,  and  to  place  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  cruelties  of 
thefe  barbarians,  and  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  exerted.  They 
equally  execrated  both.  Whillr. 
they  abhorred  'nd  detefted  that 
army,  which  fubmitted  to  accept 
of  fuch  an  aid,  they  loudly  con- 
demned and  reprobated  that  go- 
vernment, which  could  call  fuch 
auxiliaries  into  a  civil  conteft  ; 
thereby  endeavouring,  as  they  faid, 
not  to  fubdue  but  to  exterminate, 
a  people  whom  they  affected  to 
confider,  and  pretended  to  reclaim 
as  Subjects.  General  Gates,  in  the 
courie  of  thefe  tranfactions,  was 
rot  wanting  by  feveral  publica- 
tions to  aggravate  and  inflame  the 
picture  of  thefe  exceffes ;  and  with 
no  fmall  effect. 

By  this  means,  the  advantages 
expected  from  the  terror  excited 
by  thefe  favage  auxiliaries  were 
not  only  counteracted  ;  but  this 
terror  rather,  it  may  be  thought, 
produced  a  directly  contrary  efftct. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  open  and 
frontier  countries  had  no  choice  of 
acting  ;  they  had  no  means  of  fe- 
curity  lefr,  but  by  abandoning 
their  habitations,  and  taking  up 
arms.  Every  man  faw  the  necef- 
fity  of  becoming  a  temporary  fol- 
dier,  not  only  for  his  own  Secu- 
rity, but  for  the  protection  ami 
defence  of  thofe  connections  whkh 
are  dearer  than  life  itfclf.  Thus 
an  army  wai  poured    forth  by  the 

wcgJ-, 
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woods,  mountains,  and  marines, 
which  in  this  part  were  thickly 
fown  with  plantations  and  villages. 
The  Americans  recalled  their  cou- 
rage ;  and  when  their  regular  army 
Teemed  to  be  entirely  waited,  the 
fpirit  of  the  country  produced  a 
much  greater  and  more  formida- 
ble force. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  un- 
der General  Burgoyne,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward, 
began  to  experience  thofe  difficul- 
which  increafed  as  it  farther 
advanced,  until  they  at  length  be- 
ir.furmountable.  From  the 
30th  of  July,  to  the  1 5 *h  of  Au- 
gu!t,  the  army  was  continually 
employed,  and  every  pofiible  mea- 
fure  ufcd,  for  the  bringing  forward 
of  batteaux,  provifior.s,  and  am- 
munition, from  Fort  George  to  the 
firlt  navigable  part  of  Hudfon's 
River,  a  dillance  of  about  18  miles. 
The  toil  was  exceffive  in  this  fer- 
vice,  and  the  effe£t  in  no  degree 
equivalent  to  the  expence  of  labour 
and  time.  The  roads  were  in 
fome  parts  iteep,  and  in  others  re- 
quired great  repairs.  Of  the  horfes 
which  had  been  fupplicd  by  con- 
tract in  Canada,  through  the  va- 
rious delays  and  accidents  attend- 
ing fo  long  and  intricate  a  combi- 
nation of  paffage  by  land  and  car- 
riage by  water,  not  more  than  one 
third  were  yet  arrived.  The  in- 
dultry  of  the  General  had  been 
able  to  colled  no  m.re  than  50 
teams  of  oxen,  in  all  the  country 
through  which  he  had  marched, 
or  this  in  which  he  at  prefent  fo- 
journed.  Thefe  refources  were  to- 
tally inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fupptying  the  army  with  provifions 
for  its  current  confumption,  and 
to  the  eftabhfbmcnt  at  the  fame 
timeoffuch  a  magazine  as  would 


enable  it  to  profecute  the  further 
operations  of  the  campaign.  Ex- 
ceeding heavy  rains  added  to  all 
thefe  difficulties  ;  and  the  impedi- 
ments to  the  lei  vice  were  Co  various 
and  ftubborn,  that  after  the  utmoit 
exertions  for  fifteen  fucceffive  days, 
there  was  not  above  four  days  pro- 
vifion  in  ltore,  nor  above  ten  bat- 
teaux in  the  Hudfon's  River. 

In  thefe  cmbarraffing  and  dif- 
treffing  circumftances,  the  General 
received  intelligence,  that  Colonel 
St.  Leger  had  arrived  before,  and 
was  conducting  his  operations  a- 
gainlt  Fort  Stanwix.  He  inftantly 
andjuftly  conceived,  that  a  rapid 
movement  forward  at  this  critical 
juncture  would  be  of  the  utmoit 
importance.  If  the  enemy  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Mohawk,  and  that 
St.  Leger  fuccceded,  he  would  be 
liable  to  get  between  two  fires  ;  or 
at  any  rate,  General  Burgoyne's 
army  would  get  between  him  and 
Albany,  fo  that  he  mud  either 
Hand  an  action,  or  by  paffing  the 
Hudfon's  River,  endeavour  to  fe- 
curc  a  retreat  higher  up  to  the  New- 
England  provinces.  ]\,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  abandoned  Fort 
Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back 
to  Albany,  the  Mohawk  country 
would  of  courfe  be  entirely  laid 
open,  the  juncture  with  St.  Leger 
eftablilhed,  and  the  combined 
army  at  liberty  and  leifure  to  pre- 
fcribe  and  chufe  its  future  line  of 
operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement 
was  evident  ;  but  the  difficulty  lay, 
and  great  indeed  it  was,  in  find- 
ing means  to  carry  the  defign  into 
execution.  To  maintain  fuch  a 
communication  with  Fort  Geor«?e 
during  the  whole  time  of  fo  exten- 
sive a  movement,  as  would  afford  a 
daily    fupply    of  proviiion    to    an 

army 
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army,  whilft  its  diftance  was  con- 
tinually increafing,  and  its  courfe 
liable  to  frequent  variation,  was 
obvioufly  impracticable.  The  army 
was  too  weak  to  afford  a  chain  of 
polls  for  fuch  an  extent ;  conti- 
nual efcorts  for  every  feparate  fup- 
ply  would  be  a  ftill  greater  drain  ; 
and  in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had 
a  body  of  militia  within  a  night's 
march,  at  White  Creek,  fufficient 
to  break  the  line  of  communica- 
tion. 

Some  other  fource  of  fupply  was 
therefore  to  be  fought,  or  the  de- 
iign  to  be  dropped,  and  the  pro- 
fpect  of  advantage  which  it  pre- 
sented totally  relinquifhed.  The 
enemy  received  large  fupplies  of 
Jive  cattle  from  the  New-England 
provinces,  which  palling  the  upper 
part  of  the  Connecticut  river,  took 
the  rout  of  Manchelter,  Arling- 
ton, and  other  parts  of  the  New 
Hampfhire  grants,  a  tract  of  land 
difputed  between  that  province 
and  New  York,  until  they  were  at 
length  depofited  at  Bennington, 
from  whence  they  were  conveyed  as 
occafion  required  to  the  rebel  army. 
Bennington  lies  between  the  forks 
of  the  Hofick  River,  before  their 
obtaining  that  name,  and  without 
being  touched  by  either,  and  not 
20  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Hud- 
fon's ;  a  place  fo  obfcure,  and  fo 
incapable  from  fituation  of  being 
otherwife,  that  nothing  but  the 
prefent  troubles  could  have  called 
it  into  notice.  It  was  however  at 
this  time,  befides  being  a  ftore  for 
cattle,  a  depofit  for  large  quanti- 
ties of  corn  and  other  neceffaries  ; 
and  what  rendered  it  an  object  of 
particular  attention  to  the  royal 
army,  a  large  number  of  wheel  car- 
riages, of  which  they  were  in  par- 
ticular  want,    were  alfo  laid    up 


there.  This  place  was  guarded  by 
a  body  of  militia,  which  under- 
went fuch  frequent  changes  that  its 
number  was  neceffarily  uncertain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  pof- 
feffion  of  this  depofit,  would  at 
once  remove  all  the  impediments 
that  reftrained  the  operations  of  the 
army,  and  enable  him  to  proceed 
directly  in  the  profecution  of  his 
defign.  He  accordingly  laid  a 
fcheme  to  furprize  the  place,  and 
entrufted  the  execution  of  it  to  the 
German  Lieutenant-ColonelBaum, 
who  had  been  already  feledled,  and 
was  then  preparing  to  conduct  an 
expedition  tending  to  fimilar  pur- 
pofes,  towards  the  borders  of  the 
Connecticut  River. 

The  force  allotted  to  this  fervice 
amounted  to  about  500  men,  con- 
fining of  about  200  of  Reidefel's 
difmounted  German  dragoons,  Cap- 
tain Frazer's  markfmen,  the  Canada 
volunteers,  a  party  of  provincials 
who  were  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  country,  and  about  a  hun- 
dred Indians  ;  the  corps  carried 
with  them  two  light  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  opera- 
tion, and-  to  be  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  fuccefs,  the  army 
moved  up  the  eaft  fhore  of  Hud- 
fon's  River,  where  it  encamped 
nearly  oppofit'e  to  Saratoga,  having 
at  the  fame  time  thrown  a  bridge 
of  rafts  over,  by  which  the  ad- 
vanced corps  were  palled  to  that 
place.  At  the  fame  time  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Breyroan's  corps, 
conlifting  of  the  Brunfwick  grena» 
diers,  light  infantry,  and  chaf- 
feurs,  were  polled  at  Batten  Kill, 
in  order  if  neceffary  to  fupport 
Baum. 

The  latter  in  his  march  fell  in 
with  a  party  of  the  enemy   who 

were 
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were  efcorting  Come  cattle  and  pro-         A   General   Starke,    who   com- 

vifions,  both  of  which  he  took  with  manded  the  militia  at  Bennington, 

little  difficulty  and  lent  back  to  the  determined    not    to    wait    for    the 

camp.      The    fame    fatal  impedi-  junction    of    the     two  .  ,-  , 

ment  which  retarded  all  the  opera-  parties,     advanced     in        °' 

tions  of  the  army,  viz.   the  want  of  the   morning,  whilft  Breyman  was 

horfes     and    carriages,     concurred  yet  ftruggling  with  the  difficulties 

with    the   badnefs  of  the   roads   in  of  his   march,   to  attack  Buum  ia 

rendering    Baum's    advance  fo  te-  his  port,   which  he  had  entrenched, 

dious,    that   the   enemy  were    well  and  rendered  as  defenfible  as  time 

informed   of  his  defign,    and   had  and  its  nature  would  permit.     The 

time  to  prepare  for  his   reception,  loyal   provincials   who  were   along 

Upon   his  approach  to  the  place,  with  him,  were  fo  eager  in   their 

having  received    intelligence   that  hopes  to  find  what  they  wifhed  to 

the  enemy  were  too  ftrong  to  be  at-  be  real,  that  when  the  enemy  were 

tacked   by   his  prefent   force  with  furrounding  his  ports  on  all  fides, 

any  profpect  of  fuccefs,  he  took  a  they  for  feme  time  perfuaded  him, 

tolerable  good  port  near   Santcoick  that    they    were   bodies  of   armed 

Mills,    on    the    nearer   branch    of  fn'ends  who  were  coming  to  his  af- 

what  becomes  afterwards  the  Ho-  fiftance.     The  colonel   foon  difco- 


fick  River,  which  is  there  called 
Walloon  Creek,  and  at  about  four 
miles  diftance  from  Bennington  ; 
difpatching  at  the  fame  time  an 
exprefs  to  the  General  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  fituation. 

Colonel  Breyman  was  accord- 
ingly difpatched  from  Batten  Kill 
to  reinforce  Baum.  That  evil  for- 
tune now  began  to  appear,  which 
for   foine   time   after  continued   to 


vered  their  error,  and  made  a  brave 
defence.  His  fmail  works  being 
at  length  carried  on  every  fide,  and 
his  two  pi  ces  of  cannon  taken, 
moll  of  the  Indians,  with  feveral 
of  the  provincials,  Canadians,  and. 
Britilh  markfmen,  efcaped  in  the 
woods.  The  German  dragoons 
ftill  kept  together,  and  when  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  were 
bravely   led   by    their   Colonel    to 


fweep  every  thing  before  it.     Brey-  charge   with   their  fwords.      They 

man  was  fo  overlayed   by  bad  wea-  were  foon   overwhelmed,    and  the 

ther,  fo  lunk  and  embirrafled   in  furvivors,  among  whom  was  their 

bad  roads,   and   met  with   fuch  de-  wounded  Colonel,  were  made  pri- 

lays  from  the  weaknefs  and  tiring  foners. 

of  horfes,  and  the  difficulty  of  paf-  Breyman,  who  had  the  hard  for- 

fing  the  artillery  carriages,  through  tu^e  not  to  receive  the  fmalleft  in- 

a    country   fcarcely    practicable   at  foimation  of  this  engagement,  ar- 

any  time,  and  now  rendered  much  rived  near  the  fame  ground  about 

worfe   by  the  continual  rain,  that  four  in  the   afternoon,  where,    in- 

he  was  from  eight  in  the  morning  ft°ad    of  meeting  his   friends,    he 

of  the  15th  of  Auguft,   to  four  in  found  his  detachment  attacked  on 

the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  all  fides  by  the  enemy.     Notwith- 

notwithftanding  every  poffible  ex-  Handing  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had 

ertion  of  men  and  officers,  in  get-  undergone,      his     troops    behaved 

ting    forward    about    twenty-four  with  great  vigour  and  refolution, 

miles.  and  drove  the  Americans  in  the 

beginning 
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beginning  from   two  or  three  dif-  of  fortunate  events  muft  naturally 

ferent    bills    on    which    they    had  excite, 

polls.       They     were     however     at  St.    Leber's    attempt  upon   Fort 

length  overpowered,  and  their  am-  Stanwix,  (now  named  by  the  Ame- 

munition  being    unfortunately   ex-  ricans  Fort  Schuyler)   was  foon  af- 

pended,  although  each  foldier  had  ter  its  commencement  favoured  by 

brought    out   forty   rounds    in    his  a  fuccefs    fo   fignal,    as    would  in 

pouch,     they    were     obliged    with  other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortunate 

?i cat  reluclance  to  abandon  the  two  feafon,    have   been   decifive    as  to 

pieces  of  artillery  they  had  brought  the    fate   of  a  ftronger  and  much 

with  them,  and   to  retreat  in  the  more  important  fortrefs.     General 

belt  manner  they  could  ;  a  circum-  Flaikimer,  a  leading  man  of  that 

fiance  to  which  the  iatenefs  of  the  country,  was  marching  at  the  head 

evening  was   very  favourable.  of  eight  or   nine   hundred   of  the 

The    lois   of  men    fuftained   by  Tryon  county  militia,  with  a  con- 

thefe  two   engagements   could  not  voy  of  provifions,   to   the  relief  of 

be  lefs  than    five  or  fix  hundred,  the  fort.     St.   Leger,    well  aware 

of  whom,     however,     the    greater  of  the  danger  of  being  attacked  in 

part  were  prifoners.     But  this  was  his   trenches,  and  of  withflanding 

not   the   only   or  the  greatell  lofs.  the  whole  weight   of  the  garrifon 

The  reputation  and  courage  which  in     fome    particular   and   probably 

it   afforded  to  the  militia,  to  find  weak   point   at    the    fame    inftant, 

that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regu-  and  equally  well  underflanding  the 

lar  forces  ;    that   neither   Englifh-  kind  of  fervice  for  which  the  In- 

men  nor  Germans  were  invincible,  dians    were  peculiarly    calculated, 

nor  invulnerable   to  their  impref-  judiciouily  detached  Sir  John  John - 

fion  ;  and  the  hope  and  confidence  for,,  with  feme  regulars,  the  whole 

excited  by  the  artillery,  and  other  or  part  of  his   own  regiment,  and 

trophies  of  viftory,  were  of  much  the  favages,    to    lie  in  ambufh  in 

greater    confequence.       This    was  the  woods,  and   intercept  the  ene- 

the    full   turn    which    fortune  had  my  upon  their  march. 

taken  in   favour  of  the  Americans  It  mould  feem  by  the  conduct  of 

in    the  northern    war,     fince  fome  the  militia  and  their  leader,  that 

time  before  the  death  of  Montgo-  they  were  not  only  totally  ignorant 

mery  ;     misfortune   had   fucceeded  of  all  military  duties,  but  that  they 

misfortune,    and    defeat   had   trod  had  even  never  heard  by  report  of 

upon  the  heel  of  defeat,  fince  that  the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or  of 

period.     This  was  the  firil  inflance  that  peculiar  fervice  in  the  woods, 

in  the  prefent  campaign,  in  which  to  which  from  its  nature  and  fitua- 

flie  feemed  even  wavering,    much  tion  their  country  was  af  all  times 

lefs  that  fiie  for  a  moment  quitted  liable.       Without    examination    of 

rlxr  royal  flandard.      The   exulta-  their  ground,  without  a  reconnoi- 

tation  was  accordingly  great  on  the  tring,     or     flanking    party,     they 

one  fide  ;  nor  could  the  other  avoid  plunged  blindly  into  the  trap  that 

feeling   fome   damp  to  that  eager-  was  laid  for  their  deitruclion.     Be- 

nefs  of  hope,   and  receiving  fome  ing   thrown    into    fud-     ^        g^ 
check  to  that  allured  confidence  of     den  and  inevitable  dif- 

fuccefs,   which   an   unmixed  feries  order,  by  a  near  and  heavy  fire  on 

aim  oft 
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principal  leaders  ar.d  of  their  molt 
diftingurfhed  and  favourite  war- 
riors. This  lofs  accordingly  ren- 
difcontented,  in- 
tractable, and  ferocious,  that  the 
:d  by  their 
ill  difpoiltion.  The  unhappy  pri- 
foner  r  its    firll    ob- 

>m   they    inhu- 
in    cold    blood. 
The    >  _>v  -  \      ..   rs,   ranger:. 
other  troops,   were  not  without  lofs 
in  this  action. 

On   the   day,  and   probably  du- 
ring the  time  of  this  engTgement, 
the   garrifon,   having   rcc.-r.ed    in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  their 
friends,    endcavou-ed    to    make    a 
diveriion   in   their  farour,   b;. 
gorous    and   wc!l-cond<; 
under  the  direction  cf  Colonel  Wil- 
t'.ieir     fecond     in     command. 
:  conducted  his  bufinefs  with 
v  and   fpirit.     He   did  confi- 
derable    mifchief    in     the    camp, 
brought  off  fome  trophies,   no   in- 
conliderable   fpoil,   fome  of  wliich 
confilkd     in      articles      that 
greatly   wanted,    a    lew    prifoners, 
and  returned  with  little  or   no  lofs. 
He  afterwards  undertook,  in  com- 
with  another  officer,  a  much 
more    perilous  They 

.  by  night  through  the  be- 
fiegers  works,  and  in  contempt  ot 
the  danger  ar.d  cruelty  of  the  fa- 
vages,  made  their  way  for  50 
miles  through  pathlef>  woods  and 
unexplored  moraiT-?,  in  order  to 
raife  the  country,  and  bring  relief 
to  the  fort.  Such  an  action  de- 
mands the  praiie  even  of  an 
enemy. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  left  no  means 
untried  to  profit  of  his  victory  by 
intimidating  the  garnfon.  He 
fent   verbal  and  wri«en  me 


almolt  all  fide?,  it  was  completed 
by  the  Indians,  who  inftantly  pur- 
fuing  their  fire,  rufhed  in  upon 
their  broken  ranks,  and  made  a 
mod  dreadful  fiaughter  a; 
them  with  their  fpcars  and  hatchets. 
Notwithstanding  their  want  of  con- 
duct, the  militia  (hewed  no  want 
of  courage  in  their  deplorable  fitua- 
tion.  In  the  midft  of  fuch  ex 
danger,  and  fo  bloody  an  execu- 
tion, rendered  {till  more  terrible 
by  the  horrid  appearance  and  de- 
meanour of  the  principal  actors, 
they  recollected  themfelvcs  fo  far 
as  to  recover  an  advantageous 
ground,  which  enabled  them  after 
to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  fi^ht, 
by  which  about  one  third  of  their 
number  w.  3  preferred. 

The  lofs  was  fuppofed  to  be  on 
their  fide  abojt  400  killed,  and 
half  that  number  prifoners.  Ic 
was  thought  of  the  greater  confe- 
quence,  as  almoit  all  thofe  wh 
confidered  as  the  principal  leaders 
and  inftigators  of  rebellion  in  that 
country  were  now  deitroyed.  The 
triumph  and  exultation  were  ac- 
cordingly great,  and  all  oppolition 
from  the  militia  in  that  con 
was  fuppofed  to  be  at  an  end. 
circumltance  of  old  neighbourhood 
and  perfonal  knowledge  between 
many  of  the  parties,  in  the  prefent 
rage  and  animofity  of  faction,  could 
by  no  means  be  favourable  to  the 
extenfion  of  mercy  ;  even  fuppofing 
that  it  might  have  been  otherwife 
practifed  with  prudence  and  fafety, 
at  a  time  when  the  power  of  the 
Indians  was  rather  pevalent,  and 
that  their  rage  was  impL 
For  according  to  their  computation 
and  ideas  of  I0I5,  the  favages  had 
purchafed  this  victory  exceeding 
dearly,  33  of  their  number  having 
been     flain,     and     29     wounded, 

Vol.  XX. 
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flaring  their  hopelefs  fituation,  the 
utter   deftru&ion   of  their   friends, 
the  impoflibility  of  their  obtaining 
relief,  as  General  Burgoyne,  after 
deftroying  every  thing  in  his  way, 
was   now  at  Albany  receiving   the 
fubmiftion  of  all  the  adjoining  coun- 
tries, and  by  prodigioufly  magni- 
fying  his    own   force.     He   repre- 
fented,   that  in  this  ftare  of  things, 
if,  through   an   incorrigible    obfti- 
nacy,  they  fhould  continue  a  hope- 
lefs  and     fruitlefs    defence,     they 
would,  according  to  the  pradlice  of 
the  moft  civilized   nations,  be  cut 
off  from   all  conditions,  and  every 
hope  of  mercy.     But  he   particu- 
larly dwelt  upon  the  pains  he  had 
taken  in  foftening  the  rage  of  the 
Indians  for  their  late  lofs,  and  ob- 
taining from   them   fecurity,     that 
in  cafe  of  an  immediate  furrender 
of  the  fort,  every  man  of  the  gar- 
rifon    fhould   be  fpared  ;  whilft  on 
the  other  hand  they  declared   with 
the  moft  bitter  execrations,  that  if 
they   met  with   any  further   refift- 
ance,  they  would  not  only  maffacre 
the  garrifon,  but   that  every  man, 
woman  and   child  in  the  Mohawk 
country    would     neceflarily,     and 
however   againft  his   will,  fall    fa- 
crifices  to  the  fury  of  the  favages. 
This  point  he  faid   he  pre  fled  en- 
tirely on    the   fcore  of  humanity  ; 
he  promiled  on  his  part,  in  cafe  of 
an  immediate  furrender,  every  at- 
tention  which  a  humane  and   ge- 
nerous enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  Ganfe- 
vort,  behaved  with  great  firmnefs. 
He  replied,  that  he  had  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  charge  of  that  gar- 
rifon  by  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica ;  that  he  would  defend  the 
trull  committed  to  his  care  at  every 
hazard,  and  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity j  and  that  he  neither  thought 
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himfelf  accountable  for,  nor  fhould 
he  at  all  concern  himfelf  about  any 
confequences  that  attended  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty.  It  was  fhrewd- 
ly  remarked  in  the  fort,  that  half 
the  pains  would  not  have  been 
taken,  to  difplay  the  force  imme- 
diately without,  or  the  fuccefs  at  a 
diftance,  if  they  bore  any  propor- 
tion at  all  to  the  magnitude  in 
which  they  were  represented. 

The  Britifh  commander  was 
much  difappointed  in  the  ftate  of 
the  fort.  It  was  fhonger,  in  better 
condition,  and  much  better  de- 
fended than  he  expedled.  After 
great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he 
found  his  artillery  deficient,  being 
inefficient  in  weight  to  make  any 
confiderabie  impreflion.  1  he  only 
remedy  was  to  bring  his  approaches 
fo  near  that  they  mufl  take  effect ; 
which  he  let  about  with  the  greateft 
diligence.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Indians  continued  fullen  and  in- 
tractable. Their  late  loffes  might 
have  been  cured  by  certain  advan- 
tages ;  but  the  misfortune  was,  they 
had  yet  got  no  plunder,  and  their 
profpeel  of  getting  any  feemed  to 
grow  every  day  fainter.  It  is  the 
peculiar  charaderiftic  of  that  peo- 
ple, to  exhibit  in  certain  inftances 
degrees  of  courage  and  perfeverance 
which  fhock  reaion  and  credibility, 
and  to  betray  in  others  the  greateft 
irrefolution  and  timidity  ;  with  a 
total  want  of  that  con  ft  an  cy  which 
might  enable  them  for  any  length 
of  time  to  ftruggle  with  difficulty. 

Whilft  the  commander  was  car- 
rying on  his  operations  with  the 
utmoft  induftry,  the  Indians  re- 
ceived a  flying  report  that  Arnold 
was  coming  with  a  thoufand  men  to 
relieve  the  fort.  The  commander 
endeavoured  to  hearten  them,  by 
promiiing    to    lead  them   himfelf, 

to 
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to  bring  all  his  beft  troops  into  ac- 
tion, and  by  carrying  their  leaders 
out  to  mark  a  field  of  battle,  and 
the  flattery  of  confulting  them  upon 
the  intended  plan  of  operation. 
Whilft  he  was  thus  endeavouring 
to  foothe  their  temper,  and  to  re- 
vive their  flagging  fpirits,  other 
fcouts  arrived  wii^  intelligence, 
probably  contrived  in  part  by 
themfelves,  which  firft  doubled, 
and  afterwards  trebled  the  number 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  comfortable 
addition,  that  Burgoyne's  army 
was  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  The 
Colonel  returned  to  camp,  and 
called  a  council  of  their  chiefs, 
hoping  that  by  the  influence  which 
Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  fuper- 
intendants  Claus  and  Butler  had 
over  them,  they  might  ilill  be  in- 
duced to  make  a  (land.  He  was 
difappointed.  A  part  of  the  In- 
dians decamped  whilft  the  council 
was  fitting,  and  the  rem 
threatened  peremptorily  to  aban- 
don him  if  he  did  not  immediately 
retreat. 

A  ,       The     retreat  was    of 

Amp;.  22d 

°  courle    precipitate  ;    or 

it  was  rather,  in  plain  terms,  a 
flight,  attended  with  difagreeable 
circumftances.  The  tencs,  with 
molt  of  the  artillery  and  (tores,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  garrifon.  It 
appears  by  the  Colonel's  own  ac- 
count, that  he  was  as  apprehenfive 
of  danger  from  the  fury  of  his  fa- 
vage  allies,  as  he  could  from  the 
refentment  of  his  declared  Ameri- 
can enemiec.  It  alfo  appears  from 
the  fame  authority,  that  the  Mef- 
fafages,  a  nation  of  favages  to  the 
weft,  plundered  feveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army.  By  the 
American  accounts,  which  are  in 
part  confirmed  by  others,  it  is  laid 
iha;    they   robbed   tiie    officers    of 


their  baggage,  and  of  every  other 
article  to  which  they  took  any 
liking ;  and  the  army  in  general 
of  their  provifions.  They  alfo  fay, 
that  at  a  few  miles  diftance  from 
the  camp,  they  firft  ftripped  of 
their  arms,  and  afterwards  mur- 
dered with  their  own  bayoru 
thofe  Britiih,  Gorman,  and  Ame- 
rican folders,  who  from  an  inabi- 
lity to  keep  up,  fear,  or  any  other 
caufe,  were  feparated  from  the 
main  body. 

The  ftate  of  the  fact  with  refpedl 
to  the  intended  relief  of  the  ; 
that  Arnold  had  advanced  by  the 
way  of  Half  Moon  up  the  Mohawk 
River  with  2000  men  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  that  for  the  greater  ex- 
pedition, he  had  quitted  the  main 
body,  and  arrived  by  forced 
marches  through  the  woods,  M itn 
a  detachment  of  goo  at  the  fort,  on 
the  24th  in  the  evening,  two  d  tys 
after  the  flege  had  been  raifed.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  the  intrac- 
tablenefs  of  the  Indians,  with  their 
watchful  a;prehenf:on  of  danger, 
probably  laved  them  from  a  chaf- 
tifement,  which  would  not  have 
been  tenderly  adminillered. 

Nothing  cculd  have  been  more 
untoward  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  than  the  unfortunate 
of  this  expedition.  The  Ameri- 
cans reprefented  this  and  the  attair 
at  Bennington  as  great  and  glori- 
ous victories.  Nothir.g  could  ex- 
ceed their  exultation  and  confi- 
dence. GanlWort  and  Willet, 
with  General  Starke  and  Colonel 
Warner,  who  had  commanded  at 
Bennington,  were  ranked  a.r.ougit 
thofe  who  were  cor.fidered  as  ths 
faviours  of  their  country.  The 
northern  militia  began  now  to  look 
high,  and  to  forget  a ,1  c  iftinctiona 
between    them.. 

[■L]   2  troops. 
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troops.     As  this   confidence,    opi-  the   Hudfon's  River,  has  not  only 

nion   and  pride  increafed,  the  ap-  been  a  fubjedl  of  much   difcuffion 

prehenfion  of  General  Burgoyne's  at  home,   but  alfo  of  parliamentary 

army   of  courfe  declined,    until   it  enquiry  ;   yet  as  it  ftill    lies  open, 

foon   came   to    be  talked    of   with  without  any  decifion  on  its  merits, 

indifference     and     contempt,     and  and  that  the  General's  inftructior.s 

even    its    fortune    to    be    publicly  are  not  publicly  known,  nor  per- 

prognoiticated.     In  the  mean  time,  haps    all    his    motives    thoro 

General  Gates,  on  whofe  conducl  underflood,  vCi  fhall   not    prefume 

and  ability  it  appears  the  Ameri-  to  form  any  opinion  upon  the  quef- 

cans    had    placed    much    reliance,  tion.     It  will   be  fufneient   to  ob- 

arrived    to    take   the   command  of  ferve,    that    in     his    letter    to    the 

the  army  ;  an   event  which  gave  a  American   Minifter  he  fays,  That 

new  fpur  to  their  exertion,   and  af-  he   thinks   it   a   duty  of  juftice   to 

forded    an     additional    fupport    to  take  upon   himfelf  the  meafure  of 

their  hopes.     The  arrival  of  Gates  having  pafled  the  Hudfon's  River, 

enabled  Arnold,   who  Itill  held  the  in  order  to  force  a  pafTage  to  Al- 

next   place  in   every   thing   to  the  bany.      And  that  he  did  not  think 

commander  in  chief,  and  between  himfeif  authorized  to  call  any  men 

whom  it  appears   the  mod  perfect  into  council,  when  the  peremptory 

harmony  prevailed,  to  fet  out  on  tenor  of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon 

that   expedition    to   Fort   Stanvvix,  of  the  year,  admitted  of  no  alter- 

which  has  been  juft  related.  native.     He  alfo  gives,  in  a  fuble- 

During  this  time,   General  Bur-  quent  part  of  the  fame  letter,   the 

goyne  continued  in  his  camp  on  the  following  date  of  his  reafoning,  at 

eailern  fhore   of  the   Hudfon's  Ri-  a  time  when  the  army  was  in  very 

ver,   nearly  oppoiite  to    Saratoga,  crititical    and    hazardous    circum- 

where  he  ufed  the  mbft  unremitting  ftances.     "  The  expedition  I  com- 


induftry  and  perfeverance,  in  bring- 
ing {tores  and  provifions  forward 
from  Fort  George.  As  a  fwell  of 
the  water  occafioned  by  great  rains 
had  carried  away  his  bridge  of 
rafts,  he  threw  another,  of  boats, 
over  the  river  at  the  fame  place. 
Having  at  length  by  good  ma- 
nagement obtained  and  brought 
forward  about  thirty  days  provi- 
fion,    with    other    necefiary   (lores, 


manded  was  evidently  meant  at 
firft  to  be  hazarded.  Circum- 
ilances  might  require  it  fhould 
be  de-voted ;  a  critical  junction  or 
Mr.  Gates's  force  with  Mr. 
Wafhington  might  poflibly  de- 
cide the  fate  of  the  war;  the 
failure  of  my  junction  with  Sir 
Harry  Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of 
my  retreat  to  Canada,  could 
only  be   a  partial   misfortune." 


he  took  a  refolution  of  palling  the  Whether  his  retreat  was  at  this  pe- 
Hudfon's  River  with  the  army,  riod  quite  practicable,  even  if  his 
which   he  accordingly  carried  into     orders  had  not  been   to  advance  at 


execution  towards  the  middle  of 
September,  and  encamped  on  the 
heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Sara- 
toga, the  enemy  being  then  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Still  Water 


all  hazards,  as  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  were  the  principles 

of  the  General's  conduct  in  feme  of 

the    fucceeding    events.       As    the 

army  advanced    along  the  river  to- 

Though  this  meafure  of  parting     wards  the  enemy,  they  found  the 

con 
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country  very  impracticable,  being 

covered    with  thick  woods,  and  a 

continual  repair  of  bridges  necef- 

c  ,     fary.      Being  at  length 

Sept.  ioth.       ■■  u     r  r 

r       y        arrived  in  the  front  or 

the  enemy,  fome  woods  only  of  no 
great  extent  intervening,  the  Ge- 
neral put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  the 
British  line  which  compofed  the 
right  wing.  That  wing  was  co- 
vered bv  General  Frazer  and  Co- 
lonel Breyman,  with  the  grena- 
diers, and  light  infantry  of  the 
army,  who  kept  along  fome  high 
grounds  which  commanded  its  right 
iiank,  being  themfelves  covered  by 
the  Indans,  provincials,  and  Ca- 
nadians, in  the  front  and  flanks. 
The  left  wing  and  artillery,  under 
the  Majors  General  Philips  and 
Reideiel,  kept  along  the  great  road 
and  meadows  by  the  river  fide. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  of 
perceiving  the  different  combina- 
tions of  the  march,  iffued  from 
their  camp  in  great  force,  with  a 
defign  of  turning  the  right  wing, 
and  taking  the  Britiih  line  on  the 
flank i  Being  unexpectedly  check- 
ed in  this  defign,  by  the  ftrong 
poiition  of  General  Frazer,  they 
immediately  countermarched,  and 
the  fame  particularity  of  country 
which  had  occaiioned  their  miitake, 
now  operating  as  effectually  to  pre- 
vent the  difcovery,  and  confe- 
quently  the  taking  any  advantage 
of  their  fubfequent  movement,  they 
directed  their  principal  effort  to  the 
left  of  the  fame  wing. 

The  Britifn  troops  were  not  a  lit- 
tle furprized,  at  the  boldnefs  with 
which  they  began  the  attack,  and 
the  vigour  and  obltinacy  with 
which  it  was  fuifained,  from  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  tiil  after 
iynfet,     Arnold  led  on  the  enemy, 


and  fought  danger  with  an  eager- 
nefs  and  intrepidity,  which  though 
much  in  his  character,  was  at  no 
time  more  eminently  diftinguifhed. 
The  enemy  were,  however,  conti- 
nually fupplied  with  frefh  troops, 
whilft  the  weight  of  the  adYion  lay 
principally  for  a  long  time  upon 
the  20th,  the  21ft,  and  62d  regi- 
ments. It  will  be  needlefc  to  fay, 
that  they  behaved  with  their  ufual 
firmnefs  and  gallantry,  though  it 
may  not  be  totally  fuperfluous  to 
oblerve,  that  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  three  regiments,  were  en- 
gaged for  near  four  hours  without 
intermiffion. 

Moft  of  the  other  corps  of  the 
army,  bore  alfo  a  good  fhare  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day.  The  24th 
regiment,  which  belonged  to  Fra- 
zer's  brigade,  with  the  grenadiers 
and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry, 
were  for  fome  time  brought  into 
action,  and  charged  with  their  ufual 
fpirit  and  bravery.  Breyman's  ri- 
flemen, and  fome  other  parts  of 
his  corps,  alfo  did  good  fervice  ; 
but  thefe  troops  only  acted  partial- 
ly and  occafionally,  as  the  heights 
on  which  they  had  been  originally 
ported,  were  of  too  great  import- 
ance to  be  totally  evacuated. 

Major  General  Philips  upon 
firft  hearing  the  firing,  made  his 
way  with  Major  Williams  and  a 
part  of  the  artillery  through  a  very 
difficult  part  of  the  wood,  and 
from  that  time  rendered  rr.oft  effen- 
tia!  fervice.  It  feems  as  if  in  one 
inltance  his  prefence  of  mind  had 
nearly  faved  the  army,  when,  in 
the  moft  critical  point  of  time,  he 
reilored  the  adtion  by  leading  up 
the  20th  regiment,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing then  obtained  a  great  fuperio- 
rity  of  lire.  Though  every  part  of 
the  artillery  performed,  almoft, 
[*L]  3  wonders, 
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wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Jones 
(who  was  unfortunately,  though 
glorouflv,  killed)  with  his  bri- 
gade, were  particularly  dittinguifh- 
ed.  Major- General  Reideiei  alfo 
exerted  hitnfelfto  bring  up  a  part 
of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in 
time  to  charge  the  enemy  with 
bravery  and  effect.  Juit  as  the 
light  clofed,  the  enemy  retired  ; 
and  left  the  royal  army  mafters  of 
the  field  of  battle.  The  darknefs 
equally  prevented  purfuit  and  pri- 
foners. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  royal  army 
gained  nothing  but  honour  by  this 
arduous  ftruggle  and  hard-fought 
battle.  They  had  now  grappled 
with  fuch  an  enemy  as  they  had 
never  before  encountered  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  fuch  as  they  were  too 
apt  to  imagine  it  could  not  pro- 
duce. The  flattering  ideas  that 
the  Americans  could  only  fight  un- 
der the  covert  of  walls,  hedges,  or 
entrenchments,  and  were  incapa- 
ble of  fuftaining  a  fair  and  open 
conflict  in  the  held,  were  now  at 
an  end.  This  opinion  had  alfo 
been  in  fome  meafure  fhaken  in  the 
fouth.  Here  they  met  with  a  foe 
who  feemed  as  eager  for  action,  as 
carelefs  of  danger,  and  as  indif- 
ferent with  refpect  to  ground  or 
cover  as  themfelves  ;  and  after  a 
hard  and  clofe  conteft  of  four  hours, 
hand  to  hand,  when  darknefs  put 
an  end  to  the  engagement,  the 
royal  forces  but  barely  kept  the 
field,  and  the  Americans  only  re- 
turned to  their  camp. 

We  loft  many  brave  men  in  this 
action,  and  it  was  not  much  matter 
of  comfort  that  the  Americans  had 
loft  a  greater  number.  The  army 
lay  all  night  on  their  arms  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  in  the  morning 
took  a  pofition  nearly  within  can- 


non (hot  of  the  enemy's  camp,  for- 
tifying their  right  wing,  and  ex- 
tending their  left  fo  as  to  cover 
thofe  meadows  through  which  the 
river  runs,  and  where  their  bat- 
teaux  and  hofpitals  were  placed. 
The  47. h  regiment,  with  that  of 
Heffe  Hanau,  and  a  corps  of  pro- 
vincials, were  encamped  in  the 
meadows  as  an  additional  fecurity. 
The  enemy's  right  was  incapable 
of  approach,  and  their  left  was  too 
ftrongly  fortified  to  be  infulted. 

The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the 
Indians  began  from  this  time  to 
ilacken.  Though  the  General  com- 
plains in  his  difpatches  of  the  ill 
effects  of  their  defertion,  he  does 
not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This 
clofe  and  dangerous  fervice  was  by 
no  means  fuited  to  their  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  profpefts  of  plunder 
were  narrowed  to  nothing.  Fide- 
lity and  honour  were  principles  for 
which  they  had  no  terms,  and  of 
which  they  could  frame  no  ideas. 
Some  letters  had  lately  paffed  be- 
tween Gates  and  General  Bur- 
goyne,  in  which  bitter  reproaches 
relative  to  the  barbarities  commit- 
ted by  the  favages  were  thrown  out 
by  the  one,  and  thofe  charges  were 
in  general  denied,  and  in  part  pal- 
liated on  the  other.  The  favages 
likewife  received  fome  check  on 
account  of  the  murder  of  Mifs 
M'Crea.  Upon  fome  or  all  of 
thefe  accounts  they  deferted  the 
army  in  the  feafon  of  its  danger  and 
diftrefs,  when  their  aid  would  have 
been  moft  particularly  ufeful;  and 
afforded  a  fecond  inftance  within  a 
fhort  time  of  the  little  reliance  that 
fhould  be  placed  on  fuch  auxilia- 
ries. 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed 

amongft  the  Canadians  and  Britifh 

provincials^ 
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provincials,  nor  does  it  feem  as  if 
the  fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who 
remained  were  much  depended  on 
or  efteemed.  General  Burgoyne 
had  from  the  beginning,  nor  did 
it  entirely  forfake  him  to  this  time, 
a  firm  hope  of  being  powerfully 
fuccoured  if  wanted,  or  at  any  rate 
of  being  met  and  joined  at  Al- 
bany, by  a  ftrong  force  from  the 
army  at  New-York.  He  now  re- 
ceived  it  difficulty  a  letter 

in  cypher  from  Sir  Harry  Clintoo, 
informing  him  of  his  intention  to 
make  a  diverfion  on  the  North  Ri- 
ver, by  attacking  Fort  Montgo- 
mery, and  fome  other  fortrefies 
which  the  rebels  had  erected  in  the 
highland5,  in  order  to  guard  the 
paflage  up  thrit  river  to  Albany. 
Though  this  diverfion  fell  far  fhort 
of  the  aid  which  the  General  ex- 
1,  he,  however,  hoped  that 
it  might  afford  eflcntial  fervice  by 
obliging  Gates  to  divide  his  armv. 
He  accordingly  returned  the  mef- 
fenger,  ai.,  .ds  difp  . 

two  officers  in  dilguife,  and 
confidential  perfons,  all  lep. 
and  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint 
Clinton  with  his  exact  ilatc,  fitua- 
tion,  and  condition  ;  to  prefs  him 
urgently  to  the  immediare  profecu- 
tion  of  his  defign  ;  and  to  inform 
him,  that  he  was  enabled  in  point 
of  provifion,  and  fixed  in  his  deter- 
mination, to  hold  his  prefent  pofi- 
tion,  in  the  hope  of  favourable 
events,  until  the  12th  of  the  fol- 
lowing month. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means 
were  ufed  for  fortifying  the  camp, 
and  rtrong  redoubts  were  erected 
for  the  protection  of  the  magazines 
and  hofpita'.s,  rot  only  to  guard 
againll  any  fudden  attack,  but  for 
their  fecurity  in  any  future  move- 
ment which  the  army  might  make 


in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  flank. 
The  flridteit  watch  on  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  attention  on 
everv  quarter  to  their  own  fecurity, 
became  every  day  more  indifpenfi- 
ble,  as  Gates's  army  was  conti- 
nually increafing  in  force  by  the 
acceffon  of  frelh  bodies  of  the  mi- 

The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enter- 
vhich  was  now  raifed  in  the 
New- England  provinces,  was  be- 
come too  general,  and  too  much 
animated  by  fuccefs,  to  be  e3<ily 
wkhllood  at  once  in  all  the  different 
points  of  its  direction.  Whillt  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  was  fully  ergaged 
with  Gates  and  Arnold,  and  found 
himlclf  immediately  invoh 
circuml^an.crs  furHciently  perplex- 
ing, all  his  difficulties  were  in- 
creafed,  and  his  fituation  was  ren- 
dered much  more  ethical  and  pre- 
carious, by  an  unexpected  enter- 
prise of  the  militia  from  the  upper 

of   New  Hampfhire   ar 
head  of  th  :cut,  totally  to 

cut  off  all  n;eans  of  communication, 
with   Canada,    by    recovering    the 
forts  of  Ticonderoga  and   Mount 
Independence,  and  becoming 
mailers,  at  lealt,  of  Lake  George. 

The  expedition  was  under  the 
direction  of  General  Lincoln,  and 
the  immediate  execution  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Colonels  Brown, 
Johniton,  and  Woodbury,  with  de- 
detachmencs  of  about  500  men 
each.  They  conducted  their  ope- 
rations with  fuch  iccrecy  and  ad- 
drefs,  that  they  effect-   <,  _^ 

ually  furprized  all  the  ^  '  /V 
out  potts  between  the  landing  place 
at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George,^ 
and  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  ot 
Ticonderoga,  Mount  Defiance, 
Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines, 
and  a  block-houfe,  with   200  bat- 

[•I]  4.  teaux, 
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teaux,  an  armed  floop,  and  feve- 
ral  gun-boats,  were  almoft  inftant- 
]y  taken.  Four  companies  of  foot, 
with  nearly  an  equal  number  of 
Canadians,  and  many  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  the  veffels, 
were  made  prifcners  ;  whilil  they 
afforded  freedom  to  a  number  of 
their  own  people,  who  were  con- 
fined in  fome  of  the  works  they 
had  taken.  In  this  heat  of  fuc- 
cefs,  they  brought  the  cannon  out 
of  the  aimed  veffel  they  had  ta- 
ken, and  after  repeated  fummons 
to  Brigadier  Powel  who  command- 
ed, and  who  gallantly  rejected 
all  their  propofals,  they  for  four 
days  made  reiterated  attacks  up- 
on the,  works  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence  ;  until  find- 
ing that  they  were  repulfed  in  every 
afTault,  and  totally  unequal  to  the 
fervice,  they  at  length  abandoned 
the  delign. 

In  the  beginning  of  October, 
General  Burgoyne  thought  it  ex- 
pedient, from  the  uncertainty  of 
his  fituation,  to  leifcn  the  foldiers 
rations  of  provinon  ;  a  meafure, 
which  however  difagieeable  to  an 
army,  was  now  fubmitted  to  with 
a  chearfulnefs  which  merited  the 
higheft  regards,  and  did  the  gveat- 
eft  honour  to  the  troops.  Things 
continued  in  this  ftate  until  the 
7th  of  October,  when  there  being 
no  appearance  or  intelligence  of 
the  expected  co-operation,  and  the 
time  limited  for  the  ftay  of  the 
army  in  its  prefent  camp  within 
four  or  five  days  of  being  expired, 
it  was  judged  advifeable  to  make 
a  movement  to  the  enemy's  left, 
not  only  to  difcover  whether  there 
were  any  poflible  means  of  forcing 
a  paff  ge,  mould  it  be  neceffary 
to  advance,  or  of  d>flodging  them 
for    the    convenience    of    retreat, 


but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the 
army,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
treffed  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  1500  regular 
troops,  with  2  twelve-pour  ders, 
2  howitzers,  and  6  fix-pounders, 
were  ordered  to  move,  being  com- 
manded by  the  General  in  per- 
fon,  who  was  feconded  by  thofe  ex- 
cellent officers  the  Majors  General 
Phillips  and  Reidefel,  with  Briga- 
dier General  Frazer.  if.No  equal 
number  of  men  was  ever  better 
commanded,  and  it  would  have 
been  difficult  indeed,  to  have 
matched  the  men  with  any  equal 
number.  The  guard  of  the  camp 
upon  the  high  grounds,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Brigadiers  General 
Hamilton  and  Speight  ;  that  of 
the  redoubts  and  the  plain  near 
the  river,  to  Brigadier  Goll.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  front  of  the  lines,  was  fo 
much  fuperior,  that  it  was  not 
thought  fafe  to  augment  the  de- 
tachment beyond  the  number  we 
have  ftated. 

The  troops  were  formed  within 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
enemy's  left,  and  the  irregulars 
were  puihed  on  through  bye-ways 
to  appear  as  a  check  on  their  rear. 
But  the  further  intended  opera- 
tions of  the  detachment  were  pre- 
vented, by  a  very  iudden  and 
moll  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  Britifh  grenadiers,  who 
were  polled  to  fupport  the  left 
wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland, 
at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  fuf- 
tained  this  fierce  attack  with  great 
resolution  ;  but  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  enabling  them,  in  a  few 
minutes,  to  extend  the  attack  a- 
long  the  whole  front  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  were  polled  immediate- 
ly on  the  right  of  the  grenadiers, 

it 
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it  became  impracticable  to  move 
any  part  of  that  body,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forming  a  fecond  line  to 
fupport  the  flank,  where  the  great 
weight  of  the  fire  ftill  fell. 

The  right  was  ftill  unengaged  ; 
but  it  was  foon  perceived  that  the 
enemy  were  marching  a  ftrong 
body  round  their  flank,  in  order 
to  cut  off  their  retreat.  To  op- 
pofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  at- 
tempt, the  light  infantry,  with  a 
part  of  the  24th  regiment,  which 
we.e  joined  with  them  at  that  port, 
were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in 
order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
troops  into  camp. 

Whilft  this  motion  was  yet  in 
procefs,  the  enemy  puihed  a  frelh 
and  ftrong  reinforcement  to  decide 
the  action  on  the  left,  which  be- 
ing totally  overpowered  by  fo 
great  a  fuperiority,  was  compelled 
by  dint  of  force  to  give  way  ;  up- 
on which,  the  light  infantry  and 
24th  regiment  were  obliged,  by  a 
very  quick  movement,  to  endea- 
vour to  fave  that  wing  from  b"- 
ing  totally  ruined.  It  was  in  this 
movement,  that  the  brave  Briga- 
dier General  Frazer  was  mortally 
wounded.  An  officer  whofe  loi's 
would  have  been  feverely  felt,  and 
his  place  with  difficulty  fupplied, 
in  a  corps  of  the  molt  accompliihed 
officers. 

The  fituation  of  the  detachment 
was  now  exceedingly  critical  ;  but 
the  danger  to  which  the  lines  were 
expofed  was  ftill  more  alarming 
and  ferious.  Phillips  and  Reidelel 
were  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat, 
and  thofe  troops  which  were  near- 
eft,  or  moft  difengaged,  returned 
as  faft  as  they  could  for  their  de- 
fence. The  troops  in  general  re- 
treated in  good  order,  though  very 
hard  preffed.     They  were  obliged 


to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
the  horfes  not  only  being  deftroy- 
ed,  but  meft  of  the  brave  artillery 
men,  who  had,  as  ufual,  under 
the  conduct  of  Major  Williams, 
difplayed  the  utmoft  fkill  and  abi- 
lity in  their  profefiion,  along  with 
the  moft  undaunted  refolution,  be- 
ing either  killed  or  dangeroufly 
wounded. 

The  enemy  purfued  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  great  eagernefs.  The 
troops  haa  fcarcely  entered  the 
camp,  when  the  Americans  ftorm- 
ed  it  in  different  parts  with  un- 
common fiercenefs  ;  rufhing  to  the 
lines  through  a  fevere  fire  of  grape 
fno:  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  ut- 
moft fury.  Arnold  led  on  the  at- 
tack with  his  ufual  impetuofity, 
againft  a  part  of  the  entrench- 
ments into  which  the  light  infan- 
try under  Lord  Calcarres,  with  a 
part  of  the  line,  had  thrown  them- 
felves  by  order.  He  there  met 
with  a  brave  and  obftinate  refin- 
ance. The  attion  continued  very 
warm  for  fome  time,  each  fide 
feeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in 
ardour  and  perfeverance.  In  this 
critical  moment  of  glory  and  dan- 
ger, Arnold  was  grievoufly  wound- 
ed, juft  as  he  was  forcing  his  way 
into,  or  had  already  entered  the 
works.  This  could  not  fail  to 
damp  his  party,  who  after  long 
and  repeated  efforts  were  finally 
rep  u!  fed. 

Affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate  in 
another  quarter.  Colonel  Brey- 
man,  who  commanded  the  Ger- 
man referve,  being  killed,  the  en- 
trenchments defended  by  that  corps 
were  carried  fword  in  hand,  and 
they  were  totally  routed  with  the 
lofs  of  their  baggage,  tents,  and 
artillery.  This  misfortune  was 
not  retrieved;  although  orders  for 

the 
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the  recovery  of  the  poft  were  clif- 
patched  bv  the  General  ;  and  his 
relation  of  the  tranf.ction  feems 
to  imply  lome  blame  to  thofe  who 
failed  in  the  execution.  By  this 
means  the  enemy  gained  a  dan- 
gerous opening  on  our  right  and 
rear.  The  night  only  put  an  end 
to  the  engagement. 

It  would  feem  that  nothing  could 
now  exceed  the  diftrefs  and  cala- 
mity of  the  army.     They   bore  ic 
with    that    excellency    of  temper, 
and   thac    unconquerable    firmnels 
and  refolution,  which  are  natural 
to,  and  were  worthy  of  B'itiih   fol- 
diers.     ]t  was  evidently  impoffible 
to  continue  in    their  preient  fitua- 
tion,  without  fubmitting  to  a  cer- 
tainty of   deftruftion    on    the   en- 
fuing  d^y.     A  total  change  of  po- 
rtion was  accordingly  undertaken, 
and  as  it  feems  to  have  been  con- 
ceived   with  great  judgment,    was 
carried  into   execution   during  the 
night,    with  a  degree  of  coolnefs, 
iilence,     order,      2nd     intrepidity, 
which  has  feidom    been  equalled, 
and    will    certainly    be   never    ex- 
ceeded.    It  was  not  the  movement 
of  a  wing  or  a  part,  it  was  a  ge- 
neral remove   of  the  whole  army, 
of  the   camp    and    artillery,    from 
its  late  ground,  to   the  heights  a- 
bove   the    hofpital ;    thus,    by    an 
entire  change  of  front,    to  reduce 
the  enemy  to  the  neceffity  of  form- 
ing an  entire  new  diipt  fition.     Ail 
this  was  accomplished  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  and  under  the  doubt  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fuch  a  night,  fo  fa- 
tally ulhered  in,  and  accompanied 
throughout  with   circumftances   of 
fuch  uncommon  peril,  as  were  fuf- 
jricient    to  difturb   the   belt,  formed 
mind,     and    to   fhake     the    firmeft 
refolution,  without  lofs,  and  what 
was  ftiil  more,  without  diforder. 


Many  brave  men  fell  on  this 
unfortunate  day.  The  officers  fuf- 
fered  exceedingly  Several  who 
had  been  grievoufly  wounded  in 
the  late  action,  and  who  difdained 
an  abfence  from  any  danger  in 
which  their  fellows  were  involved, 
were  again  wounded  in  this.  A- 
mong  thofe  of  greater  note,  or  who 
were  diftinguifhed  by  higher  rank, 
who  fell,  befides  General  Frazer 
and  Colonel  Breyman,  whom  we 
have  mentioned,  Sir  James  Clarke, 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  was  mortally  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  Major  Williams 
of  the  artillery,  and  Major  Ackland 
of  the  grenadiers,  were  alfo  ta- 
ken, the  latter  being  wounded. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  lifts  of  kil- 
led and  wounded,  though  avowed- 
ly imperfect,  and  not  including 
the  Germans,  were  long  and  me- 
lancholy. 

On  the  next  day,  the  „,-,  -  , 
army,  being  fennble  that 
nothing  lels  than  a  fuccefsful  and 
decihve  action  could  extricate  them 
from  their  prefent  difficulties  con- 
tinued without  effect,  during  its 
courfe,  to  offer  battle  repeatedly  in 
their  new  pofition,  to  the  enemy. 
They  were  preparing  with  great 
coolnefs,  the  carrying  of  meafures 
into  execution,  which  were  lefs 
dangeross,  though  not  lefs  effec- 
tual, than  the  attack  of  a  brave 
and  defperate  enemy,  in  flrong 
and  fortified  ground.  A  conti- 
nued fucceffion  of  fkirmiihes  were 
however  carried  on,  and  thefe  did 
not  pafs  without  lofs  on  both  fides. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh 
General  discovered,  that  the  ene- 
my had  pufhed  a  ilrong  body  for- 
ward to  turn  his  right,  which  if 
effe&ed,  he  would  have  been  com- 
pletely enclofed  on  every  fide. 
Nothing 
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Nothing  was  left  to  prevent  this 
fatal  confequence,  but  an  imme- 
diate retreat  to  Saratoga.  1  he 
armv  accordingly  began  to  move 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night  ;  and  tho' 
the  movement  was  within  mufket 
fhot  of  the  enemy,  and  the  army 
encumbered  in  the  retreat  with  all 
i"s  baggage-  it  was  made  without 
kofs.  A  heavy  rain  which  fell 
that  night,  and  continued  on  the 
enfuing  day,  though  it  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and 
increafed  the  diihculties  of  the 
march,  fcrvcd  at  the  fame  time  to 
retard,  and  in  a  great  meafure  to 
prevent  the  purluit  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  unhappy  rteceflity,  the  hof- 
pital  with  the  lick  and  wounded, 
was  of  courier,  and  mult  have  been 
inevitably,  abandoned.  In  this  in- 
ftar.ee,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
which  occurred  in  the  courle  of 
thefe  tranfaclions,  General  Gates 
behaved  with  an  attention  and 
humanity,  to  all  thole  whom  the 
fortune  of  war  had  thrown 
his  hands,  which  does  honour  to 
his  character. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
the  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  great  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  Brkifh.  They, 
however,  ]oft  no  cfiicer  of  note  ; 
but  the  Generals  Lincoln 
Arnold  were  both  dangerouily 
wounded. 

From  the  impediments  in  the 
march  which  we  have  mentioned, 
the  army  did  r.ot  pafs  ihe  fords  of 
the  Fifh  Kill  Creek,  which  lies  a 
little  to  the  northward  of  Saratoga, 
until  the  10th  in  the  morning. 
They  found  a  body  of  the  enemy 
already  arrived,  and  throwing  up 
entrenchments  on  the  heights  be- 
fore them,  who  retired  at  their 
approach  over  a  ford  of  the  Hud- 


fon's  river,  and  there  joined  a 
greater  force,  which  was  Itationed 
to  prevent  the  pafTage  of  the  army. 
No  hope  now  remained  but  that 
of  effecting  a  retreat,  at  leaft  as 
far  as  Fort  George,  on  the  way  to 
Canada.  Fcr  this  purpofe,  a  de- 
tachment of  artificers  under  a 
ftrong  efcort,  was  fent  forward  to 
repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the 
road  to  Fort  Edward.  But  they 
were  not  long  departed  from  the 
camp,  when  the  ludden  appear- 
of  the  enemy  in  great  force, 
on  the  oppefite  heights,  with  their 
apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the 
Filh  Kill,  and  bring  on  an  imme- 
diate engagement,  rendered  it 
neceiTary  co  recal  the  47-ih  regi- 
ment, and  Fr^zer's  markfmen, 
who,  with  Mackoy's  provincials, 
compofed  the  efcort.  1'he  work- 
men had  only  commenced  the  re- 
pair of  the  hri\  bridge,  when  they 
were  abandoned  by  their  provin- 
cial guard,  who  ran  away,  and  left 
them  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  only 
upon  a  very  flight  attack  of  an  in- 
confiJerable  party  of  the  enemv. 
All  the  force  of  difcipline,  and  all 
the  ftubbornnefs  derived  from  its 
moll  cor.i;rrncd  habits,  were  now 
neceiTary  to  lupport  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  refolution. 

The  farther  fhore  of  the  Hud- 
fon's  river,  was  now  lined  with 
detachments  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  batteaux  loaded  with  provi- 
fions  and  neceflaries,  which  had 
attended  the  motions  of  the  army 
up  the  river,  fince  its  departure 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Still 
Water,  were  expofed,  notwith- 
standing any  protection  which 
could  poftibly  be  afforded,  to  the 
continual  fire  and  attacks  of  thefe 
detachments.  Many  boats  were 
take.i,  fome  retaken,  and  a  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  men  loft  in  the  flurmifhes, 
upon  thefe  occasions.  Ac  length 
it  was  found  that  the  provifions 
could  only  be  preferved  by  land- 
ing and  bringing  them  up  the  hill 
to  the  camp  ;  a  labour  which  was 
accomplished  under  a  heavy  fire 
with  difficulty  and  lofs. 

In  thefe  deplorable  circumftances, 
councils  of  war  were  held,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  poffibiiity  of  a  further 
retreat.  The  only  meafure  that 
carried  even  the  appearance  of 
practicability,  hard,  difficult,  and 
dangerous  as  it  was,  was  by  a 
night  march  to  gain  Fort  Edward, 
the  troops  carrying  their  provi- 
iions  upon  their  backs.  The  im- 
poffibility  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridge?,  and  of  conveying  in 
their  prefent  fituation  the  artillery 
and  carriages,  were  too  evident  to 
admit  of  a  queltion.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  force  the  fords  at  or  near 
Fort  Edward. 

Whilft  preparations  were  mak- 
ing for  carrying  this  forlorn  and 
defperate  reiolve  into  execution, 
intelligence  was  received,  that  the 
enemy  had  already  with  great  fore- 
fight,  provided  for  every  poffible 
meafure  that  could  be  adopted  for 
an  efcape,  and  that  this  final  re- 
fort  was  accordingly  cut  off.  Be- 
iides  being  ftrongly  entrenched 
oppofite  to  the  fords  which  it  was 
intended  to  pafs,  they  had  a  camp 
in  force,  and  provided  with  artil- 
lery, on  the  high  and  ftrong 
grounds,  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George;  whilft  their  par- 
ties were  every  where  fpread  along 
the  oppofite  more  of  the  river,  to 
watch  or  intercept  the  motions  of 
the  army,  and  on  their  own,  the 
enemy's  pcfts  were  fo  clcfe,  that 
they     could    fcarcely     make     the 
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fmalleft    movement    without    dif- 
covery. 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplora- 
bly calamitous,  than  the  flate  and 
fituation  of  the  army.  Worn  down 
by  a  feries  of  hard  toil,  inceffant  ef- 
fort, and  flubborn  adtion  ;  abandon- 
ed in  their  utmoft  neceffity  and  dif- 
trefs  by  the  Indians ;  weakened  by 
the  defercion,  or  difappointed  and 
difcouraged  by  the  timidity  and 
inefficacy  of  the  Canadians  and 
Provincials  ;  and  the  regular  troops 
reduced  by  repeated  and  heavy 
loffes,  of  many  of  their  bed  men 
and  mod  diftinguifhed  officers,  to 
the  number  of  only  3,500  effec- 
tive fighting  men,  of  whom  not 
quite  2, coo  were  Britifh.  In  thefe 
circumftances,  and  in  this  flate  of 
weaknefs,  without  a  poffibiiity  of 
'  retreat,  and  their  provifion  juft 
exhauited,  they  were  inverted  by 
an  army  of  four  times  their  own 
number,  whole  pofition  extended 
three  parts  in  four  of  a  circle 
round  them  ;  who  refufed  to  fight 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  condi- 
tion ;  and  who  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground  could  not  be  attacked 
in  any  part. 

In  this  helplefs  condition,  ob- 
liged to  lie  conllantly  on  their 
arms,  whilit  a  continued  cannonade 
pervaded  all  the  camp,  and  e.en 
rifle  and  grape  fhot  fell  in  every 
part  of  the  lines,  the  Britifn  troops 
retained  their  conftancy,  temper, 
and  fortitude,  in  a  wonderful  and 
almoft  unparalleled  manner.  As 
true  courage  fubmits  with  great 
difficulty  to  defpair,  they  itill  flat- 
tered themfelves  with  the  hope  of 
fuccour  from  their  friends  on  the 
New  York  fide,  or,  perhaps  with 
not  lefs  fervent  wifhes,  of  an  at- 
tack from  the  enemy  ;    thereby   to 

quit 
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quit  all  (cores  at  once,  and  either 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  dying 
gallantly,  or  extricating  them- 
ielves  with  honour.  In  the  mean 
time,  xhe  enemy's  force  was  con- 
tinually increafed  by  the  pouring 
in  of  the  militia  from  all  parts, 
who  were  all  eager  to  partake  of 
the  glory,  the  fpoil,  or  the  plea- 
fure  of  beholding  the  degradation 
of  thofe  whom  they  had  fo  long 
dreaded,  and  whom  they  unhap- 
pily confidered  as  their  moft  im- 
placable enemies. 

At  length,  no  fuccour  appearing, 
and  no  rational  ground  of  hope  of 
any  kind  remaining,  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  provifions  was  taken 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of 
October,  when  it  was  found  that 
the  whole  Hock  in  hand,  would 
afford  no  more  than  three  days 
bare  fubfiltence  for  the  army.  A 
council  was  immediately  called; 
and  the  General  thinking  it  right 
and  juft,  in  a  matter  fo  moment- 
ous to  individuals,  as  well  as  the 
whole,  to  obtain  the  general  opi- 
nion and  fuffrage  of  the  army,  fo 
far  as  it  could  with  propriety  be 
collected,  invited,  befides  the 
Generals  and  field  officers,  all  the 
Captains  commanding  corps  or  ci- 
vifions,  to  alfift  at  the  council. 
The  refult  was,  an  unanimous  de- 
termination to  open  a  treaty  and 
enter  into  a  convention  with  Ge- 
neral Gates. 

Gates  (hewed  no  marks  of  arro- 
gance, nor  betrayed  no  (igns  of 
being  carried  away  by  the  pre- 
fent  extraordinary  torrent  of  fuc- 
cefs.  The  terms  were  moderate, 
confidering  the  ruined  ftate  and 
irretriveable  circumitances  of  the 
army ;  and  that  it  was  already  in 
effect  at  the  enemy's  mercy,  be- 
ing equally  incapable  of  fubiilung 


where  it  was,    and  of  making  its 

way   to   a    better   fuuation.       The 

principal    difficulty    related    to    a 

point  of  military  honour,  in  which 

the     Britifh    Generals    and    troops 

were   peremptory,    and    Gates  far 

from  being  itifr. 

The   principal    arti-     ~.~         , 
i        r    u  Oct.  17th. 

cles  or  the  convention,  ' 

exclufive  of  thofe  which  related  to 
the  provifion  and  accommodation 
of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Bofton, 
and  during  its  May  at  that  place, 
were,  That  the  army  ihould  march 
out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  ho- 
nours of  war,  and  its  camp  artil- 
lery, to  a  fixed  place  where  they 
were  to  depoiit  their  arms :  To  be 
allowed  a  free  embarkation  and 
paflage  to  Europe  from  Boflon, 
upon  condition  of  their  not  ferv- 
ing  again  in  America,  during  the 
prefentwar;  the  army  not  to  be- 
feparated,  particularly  the  men 
from  the  officers  ;  roll-calling,  and 
other  duties  of  regularity  to  be  ad- 
mitted ;  the  officers  to  be  admitted 
on  parole,  and  to  wear  their  fide 
arms  ;  all  private  p-.operty  to  be 
facred,  and  the  public  delivered 
upon  honour  ;  no  baggage  to  be 
fearched  or  molefled  ;  all  perfoas 
of  whatever  country,  appertaining 
to,  or  following  the  camp,  to  be 
fully  comprehended  in  the  term.; 
of  capitulation  ;  and  the  Canadians 
to  be  returned  to  their  own  coun  • 
try,  liable  to  its  conditions. 

General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the 
conditions,  fo  far  as  he  was,  or 
could  be  concerned  in  them,  with 
the  utmoit,  punctuality  and  honour. 
His  humanity  and  politenefs,  in 
every  part  of  this  buiinefs,  have 
been  much  celebrated  ;  without  a 
(ingle  detraction,  fo  fir  as  we  have 
heard,  from  the  mod  favourable 
accounts  that  have  been  given  of 

his 
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his  conduct.     This  was   the  more     They  alfo  got  a  fine  train  of  brafs 
praife-worthy,    as    fome    late,     as 
well  as  former  circumstances,    had 
highly  enraged  the  American   mi 


Jitia;  the  army  in  its  last  move- 
ments, whether  from  military  ne- 
cessity,- or  the  vexation  and  ill- 
temper  incident  to  their  fituaticn, 


artillery,    amounting  to  35  piece: 
of  different  forts  and  fizes. 

During  thefe  unfortunate  tran- 
faftions,  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  conducted  his  ex- 
pedition up  the  North  River  with 
ereat  fuccefs.     He  had  embarked 


or  the  joint  operation  of  both,  about  3000  men  for  that  fervice, 
having  burnt  and  deflroyed  many  accompanied  by  a  fuitable  naval 
houfes,  and  fome  of  them  build-  force,  confining  of  fhips  of  war, 
ings  of  great  value.  The  extraor-  armed  gallies,  and  fmaller  veffels, 
dinary  and  fevere  execution  which  under  the  condudt  of  Commodore 
now  took  place  upon  the  North  Ri-  Hotham.  Their  first  objeft  was 
ver,  would  alfo  have  afforded  too  the  redudion  of  the  forts  Mont- 
much  colour  for  a  different  mode  gomery  and  Clinton,  which  though 
of  conduct.  It  is  even  faid,  and  of  considerable  strength,  being  at 
we  do  not  find  that  it  has  been  con-  that  time  in  a  very  unguarded 
tradidted,  that  this  General  paid  Hate,  it  was  determined  to  at- 
fo  nice  and  delicate  an  attention  tempt  by  a  coup  de  main.  They 
to  the  Britifh  military  honour,  and  were  fuuated  on  either  fide  of  a 
to  the  character  and  feelings  of  creek,  which  defcended  from  the 
thofe  brave  troops,  who  now  ex-  mountains  to  the  North  River,  and 
perienced  fo  deplorable  a  reverfe  their  communication  preferved  by 
of  fortune,  that  he  kept  his   army  a   bridge.      Several  neceffary  mo- 


clole  within  their  lines,  and  did 
not  fuffer  an  American  foldier  to 
be  a  witnefs  to  the  degrading  fpec- 
tacle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  state  the  whole 
number  who  laid  down  their  arms, 
including  Canadians,  Provincials, 
volunteers,    regulars,    and  irregu- 


tions  being  made  to  mafk  the  real 
defign,  the  troops  were  landed  in 
two  divifions,  at  fuch  a  distance 
from  their  object:,  as  occafioned  a 
considerable  and  difficult  march 
through  the  mountains  ;  which 
was  however  calculated  and  con- 
ducted with  fuch  precifion,  that 
the  two  detachments  arrived  on 
the    oppofite    fides    of    the   creek, 

Oa.  6th. 


lars,  of  all  forts,  at  5752  men.  In 
this  number  is  undoubtedly  in- 
cluded, though  not  fpecified,  ail  and  began  their  fepa 
the  artificers,  labourers,  and  fol-  rate  attack  on  the  forts, 
lowers  of  the  camp.  They  alfo  Hate  at  nearly  the  fame  time.  The  fur- 
the  number  of  fick  and  wounded  left  prize  and  terror  of  the  garrifons 
in  the  hofpitals  at  the  retreat  from  was  increafed  by  the  appearance 
the  camp  near  Still  Water,    to  528  of  the  fhips  of  war,  and  the  arri- 


men,  and  the  lofs  befides  in  the  ar- 
my, in  killed,  wounded,  taken,  or 
delertedjfrom  the  6th  of  July  down- 
wards, to  2,933  ;  the  total  amount 
of  thefe  numbers  being  9,21 3  men. 
By  another  account,  the  number 
is    carried    above    ten    thouland. 


val  and  near  fire  of  the  gallies, 
which  approached  fo  clofe  as  to 
strike  the  walls  with  their  oars. 
The  affault  on  both  fides  of  the 
creek  was  exceedingly  vigorous, 
and  the  impetuosity  of  the  troops 
fo   great,    tiiat   notwithftanaing  a 

very 
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very  confiderable  defence,  both 
the  forts  were  carried  by  ftorm. 
As  the  foldiers  were  much  irri- 
tated, as  well  by  the  fatigue  they 
had  undergone,  and  the  oppofition 
they  met,  as  by  the  lofs  of  f'ome 
brave  and  favourite  officers,  the 
Slaughter  of  the  enemy  was  confi- 
derable. 

Upon  the  lofs  of  the  fo-ts,  the 
rebels  fet  fire  to  two  tine  new  fri- 
gates, and  to  fonie  other  veffels, 
which  with  their  artillery  and  ftores 
were  all  confumed.  Another  fort 
called  Confutation,  was  in  a  day 
or  two  after,  upon  the  apj  i 
of  the  combined  land  and  naval 
force,  precipitately  fet  on  fire  and 
abandoned.  General  T.yon  alfo, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  de- 
stroyed a  new  and  thriving  fettle- 
ment,  called  Continental  Village, 
which  contained  barracks  for  1500 
men,  with  confiderable  ftores. 
The  artillery  taken  in  the  three 
forts,  amounted  to  67  pieces  of 
different  fizes.  A  la-ge  qn ... 
of  artillery  and  other  ftores,  v.:;h 
ammunition,  and  provifions. 
alfo  taken.  A  large  boom  and 
chain,  the  making  or"  whicii  was 
fuppofed  to  have  coft  70,000  1. 
and  the  conduction  of  which  was 
confidered  as  an  extrao*  .. 
proof  of  American  labour,  in- 
duftry,  and  fkill,  was  in  pa:  I 
ftroyed,  and  in  part  carried  a-.vay. 
Upon  the  whoie,  the  American 
lols  in  value,  was  probably  great- 
er than  upon  any  other  occaiion 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  Their  flrength  and  attention 
uere  drawn  away  to  the  north- 
ward, and  other  things  muft  have 
been  negletted,  whilit  they  applied 
both  to  the  p:incipal  object. 

Our  lofs   in  killed   and   wound- 
ed  was  not   great  as  to  nun 
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but  fome  diftinguifhed  ard  much- 
lamented  officers  fell.  Of  thele, 
befides  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, who  commanded  the  attack 
on  Fort  Montgomery,  Major  Sill, 
was,  from  the  general  eileem  he 
had  acquired  through  his  many 
excellent  qualities,  univerfally  re- 
gretted. M.jor  Grant  of  the  New 
c,  and  Count  Gra- 
boufki,  a  Polilh  nobleman,  and 
Aid  tie  Camp  to  Genera!  Clinton, 
were  alio  flain  in  the  a/fault  on 
thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with 
this  fuccefs.  Sir  James  Wallace, 
with  a  flying  Squadron  of  light 
frigates,  and  General  Vaughan, 
with  a  coniiderab  e  cetachment  of 
troops,  continued,  fo.  feveral  days, 
thur  exc union  up  the  river,  carry- 
ing terror  and  d?  it  ruction  where  - 
ever    they  At    the    very 

time  that  General  Burgoyne  wa* 
receiving  the  molt  favourable  con- 
ditions tor  himfelf  and  a  ruined 
.  the  fine  vilLge  or  town  of 
Efopus,  at  no  very  great  diitar.ee, 
.  i  to  allies,  and  not  a 
houfe  left  ltanding.  The  extraor- 
dinary devastation  which  attended 
every  part  of  this  expedition,  of 
the   neceflity  of  we  are  not 

judges,  was  productive  of  a  parhe- 
f*:  but  fevere  letter,  from  General 
G-ites,  then  in  the  height  of  vic- 
tor*/,   to  General  Vaughan. 

On  the  approach  of  Gates,  the 
troop.  ^  .is   retired  to   New 

,  having  dilmantled  the  forts, 
and  for  a  time  at  lead,  having  left 
the  river  defencelefs.  Buc  that 
enterprize,  though  conducted  with 
fpirit  aiid  ability,  was  of  little 
n        "r:t  in  the  gereral  account. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  iffue 
of  the  northern  campaign  :  The 
event  of  an  expedition  which  was 

undeT- 
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undertaken  with  the  moft  confi- 
dent hopes,  and  for  fome  time 
puriued  with  very  flattering  ap- 
pearances of  fuccefs.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  the  principal  means  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  but  it  has  only  ferved,  in 
conjunction  with  other  operations, 
which  in  the  firft  inftance  have 
fucceeded  better,  to  demonftrate 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fub- 
jugation  of  a  numerous  people  at 
a  great  diftance,  in  an  extenfive 
country  marked  with  ftrong  lines, 
and  abounding  in  ftrong  natural 
defences,  if  the  refources  of  war 
are  not  exceedingly  deficient,  and 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  in 
any  degree  proportioned  to  their 
fituation.  It  may  now,  whatever 
it  was  in  the  beginning,  be  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  whether  any  fupe- 
xiority  of  power,  of  wealth,  and 
of  difcipline,  will  be  found  to 
over-balance  fuch  difficulties. 


It  would  not  be  eafy  at  prefent, 
as  many  things  neceffary  to  be 
known  have  not  yet  been  fully 
explained,  and  improper,  as  the 
whole  is  ft  ill  a  fubjeft  of  public 
invefligation,  to  attempt  forming 
any  judgment  upon  the  general 
plan  or  fyftem  of  this  campaign. 
The  general  condutt  of  the  war 
this  year  has  already  undergone 
much  cenfure ;  and  undoubtedly, 
the  fendingof  thegrandarmy  atfuch 
a  diftance  to  the  fouthward,  whilft 
the  inferior  was  left  ftruggling  with 
infurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
north,  when  it  would  feem  that 
their  junction  or  co-operation 
would  have  rendered  them  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  force  which  could 
have  been  poifibly  brought  to  op- 
pofe  their  progrefs,  ieems,  in  this 
view  of  things,  not  to  be  eafily 
accounted  for.  It  is,  however,  a 
fubjedj,  upon  which  no  conclufive 
opinion  can  yet  be  formed. 


CHAP. 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.       [*l?7 


CHAP. 


X. 


Amicable  change  of  difpoftticn  in  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  lifi:n,  ubsn 
the  death  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  Some  account  of  that  Monarch'.  Suc- 
ceeded by  his  daughter  the  Princcfs  of  Brazil.  Marcu:s  of  Pombal  re- 
moved from  power.  Public  joy  upon  that  occafon.  Some  account  of 
tuat  minifler.  State  prijeners  enlarged,  and  popularity  ac?uired  by  that 
a£i.  Order*  Jcnt  to  South  America  for  a  cej/ation  of  hofiiUties.  Account 
of  the  fate  and  progrefs  of  the  armament  which  had  been  fent  out  from 
Cadiz  in  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  year.  Takes  the  i /land  of  St 
Catharines.      Reduces  the  col-  Sacrament.      Preliminaries  of  p^ce 

<md  a  treaty  of  limits  concluded  between  Spain  meet  Portugal.  Ob/erva- 
tions  on  that  event.  Armaments  fill  continued  in  Spain.  Diferen->s  be 
tweenRujfa  and  the  P:rte.  Rival  Chans.  Petf;  war  in  the  Crimea 
Botbjides  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities.  IFar  between  the  Turks  an) 
Perftans.  State  of  Ruffta.  King  of  Sweden  <vifts  that  court.  Dreadful 
innundation  at  Peterfiurg.  Emperor  <vifts  Franc,.  Treaty  between 
trance  and  Switzerland.      Death  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 


EUROPE  has  had  the  fortune 
to    preferve    her    tranquillity 
during  the   year  of  which    we  are 
treating.      The    ilorm    which    was 
gathering  fo  heavily  to   the   f->uth- 
ward,  if  not  entirely  difpdled,  has 
at  leaft  changed  its  direction.    The 
death  of  the  late  king  of  Portugal 
has  given  a  new  colour  to  the  po- 
liticks of  that  quarter.     That  event 
of  courfe  removed   a  perfonal  ani- 
mofity,    and    a    kind    of    peculiar 
malignity,    which    had    been    long 
fuppofed    to    fubfift    between     that 
monarch  and  his  potent  neighbour. 
Spain  being  thus  difengaged  from 
what    (he    confidered    as    rather    a 
fort  of  domeftic   fquabble,   is   Ijfc 
at  large  to  puifue  a  more  extenfive 
policy,   and   to  direa  her  ambition 
to  objefts    which    may    at   preient 
appear  of  greater  importance. 

The  late  king  of  Portugal,  Don 
Jofeph  the  firft,  was  born  at  Lifbon 
on  the  6th  of  June,  i7j4;  where 
he  alfo  died,  after  a  long  and 
grievous  illnefs,  on  the  2+rh  of 
February,    1777,    in  the  63d  year 

Voi.  XX.  7 


of  his  age,  and  27th  of  his  reign. 
He  married,  in  the  year  17^2, 
Maria  Anna  Victoria,  Infanta  of 
Spain,  who  had  then  jult  com- 
pleated  her  fourteenth  year,  and 
who  had  experienced  the  unufual 
fortune  of  being  fent  a  child  to 
France,  received  as  queen,  bred 
up  as  the  deitined  bride  of  tie 
late  king  of  that  country,  and  of 
being  afterwards  returned,  upon  a 
change  in  the  political  fyitem  of 
that  court,  under  the  pretence  of 
nonage. 

The  late  king  fucceeded  his  fa- 
ther, Don  John  of  Braganza,  in, 
the  throne,  on  the  31ft"  of  July, 
1750.  As  he  had  no  male  itfu'e, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  crown  irl 
the  full  blood  of  the  family  on 
both  fides,  or  perhaps  to  guard 
againft  the  danger  of  a  difputed 
fuccefiion,  his  eldert  daughter,  the 
princcfs  of  Brazil,  was  in  the  year 
1760  married  to  her  uncle  Don  Pe- 
dro, her  father's  brother,  (he  being 
then  in  her  26th  year,  and  he 
about  forty-three.  Their  foil,  the 
I   ™i  prince 
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prince  of  Beira,  in  purfuance  of 
the  mode  of  marriage,  which  feems 
in  a  manner  eftablifhed  in  that 
court,  and  which  already  ap- 
proaches clofely  to  that  antiently 
practifed  in  the  royal  houfe  of 
the  Ptolemies,  was  married  juft 
before  the  king's  death,  to  his 
mother's  youngeft  fitter,  the  prin- 
cefs  Maria  Benedicta,  fhe  being 
then  in  her  31ft  year,  and  the 
prince  in  his  fixteenth. 

The  late  king's  reign  was  nei- 
ther happy  to  himfelf,  nor  fortu- 
nate to  his  people.  It  was  early 
marked  by  one  of  thofe  awful  ca- 
lamities, thofe  tremendous  ltrokes 
of  providence,  or  convullions  of 
nature,  which  bring  man  to  a  fenfe 
of  his  condition,  and  lay  his 
proudeft  works  in  the  duft.  The 
fatal  earthquake  in  1755,  over- 
whelmed his  capital,  and  (hook 
his  kingdom  to  the  centre.  His 
fucceeding  administration  was  not 
much  diftinguifhed,  by  the  affection 
it  acquired  at  home,  or  the  repu- 
ta'ion  which  it  Attained  abroad. 
It  was  deeply  ftained  ••■vith  dome- 
jftiC  blood  ;  and  if.i.dered  odious 
by  an  exceiTive  and  horrible  cruelty. 
The  firft  families  of  the  kingdom 
were  ruined,  tortured,  and  nearly 
cut  off"  from  the  Ai.e  of  the  eanh, 
.  without  that  clearnefs  of  evidence 
to  the  eftabhfiiment  of  their  guilt, 
or  even  that  attention  to  the  uiual 
forms  of  juftice  and  modes  of  en- 
quiry, which  fo  dreadful  and  ex- 
emplary an  execution  undoubtedly 
demanded.  From  that  time,  ful- 
picion,  or  the  will  of  a  favourite, 
Aipplied  the  piace  of  all  evidence, 
until  the  numerous  dungeons  of  the 
kingdom  feemed  at  length  fcarcely 
capable  of  affording  room  to  the 
wretched  bodies  of  thofe  who  had 
a   its   principal  citizens.     The 
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king  himfelf  had  nearly  perifhed 
difgracefully,  by  the  hands  of  aflaf- 
fins,  in  fome  idle  nocturnal  excur- 
fion  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  powerful  intervention  of  a 
great  and  faithful  ally,  he  would 
probably  have  feen  his  kingdom 
overrun,  if  not  finally  fubveited, 
by  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  mull,  however,  in  juftice  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  king  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  gave  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance  both  of  firmnefs  and  virtue,  in 
the  conftancy  with  which  he  fupport- 
ed  his  engagements  and  faith  with 
Great  Britain,  during  the  trying 
circumftances,  and  furrounding 
dangers  of  the  late  war.  Without 
wifhing  to  detract  in  any  degree 
from  the  merit  of  fuch  a  conduct, 
it  muft  alfo  with  equal  truth  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  could  not, 
confidently  with  the  character  of  a 
ftatefman  and  politician,  have 
acted  otherwife.  That  he  had  no 
other  alternative  than  the  part 
which  he  tock,  or  to  adopt  that 
weak,  defperate,  and  at  all  times 
to  be  considered  molt  fatal  mea- 
Aire,  of  refigning  the  keys,  the 
ilrength,  and  the  arms  of  his  king- 
dom into  the  hands,  and  laying 
even  his  own  pcrlon  at  the  mercy, 
of  an  envious  and  inveterate  enemy, 
who  had  an  old  and  never-for- 
gotten claim  upon  the  whoie. 

The  expulfion  of  the  jefuits  from 
Portugal,  which  firft  opened  the  way 
to  the  difiblotion  and  ruin  of  that  ce- 
lebrated and  extraordinary  order  of 
men  in  every  other  part  of  the  world, 
will  for  ever  render  the  late  reign 
diftinguifhed.  A  great  deal  was 
alf  >  done,  to  diminifh  the  exceflve 
numbers  and  overgrown  wealth 
and  influence  of  ail  orders  of  ti'.c 
clergy,  as  well  as  to  abate  the  ri- 
gours of  the  iuquiiuion.  In  de- 
rogation 
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rogation  however  from  the  latter 
merit,  that  tribunal  was  llill  kept 
up  as  an  engine  of  ftate  tyranny, 
when  it  was  enfeebled  as  an  in- 
ftrument  of  religious  perfecution. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  king,  the 
princels  of  Erazil  was  immediately 
acknowledged  as  fovereign,  and 
entered  into  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs.  It  was  reported, 
but  we  cannot  fay  with  what  foun- 
dation, that  a  confiderable  party, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecretly 
fupported  by  the  prime  minifter, 
had  fome  intention  of  placing  the 
crown  directly  upon  the  head  of 
the  prefumptive  heir,  the  prince 
of  Beira  If  any  fuch  fcheme  was 
in  agitation,  it  was  not  avowed, 
nor  have  any  of  thofe  refentments 
appeared,  which  might  have  been 
expecled  from  the  knowledge  of 
fuch  a  defign. 

One  of  the  firft  acts  of  the  new  go- 

-t      ,    ,-  ,       vernment,  was  the  re- 
March  6th.  ,  ,-  r 
moval  from   power  of 
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///*  the  Marquis  de  Pom- 
bal,  who  had  for  many  years  go- 
verned the  kingdom  with  a  rroft  un- 
bounded authority,  and  whLh  his 
numerous  enemies  lay,  was  directed 
to  the  molt  cruel  and  arbitrary  pur- 
pofes.  This  minifter  was  lo:  down 
from  his  high  authority  with  great 
gentlenefs,  for  that  country,  and 
that  fpecies  of  government.  He 
was  informed  by  a  note  from  the 
queen,  that,  in  coniideration  of  the 
great  regard  and  efteem  which  the 
late  king  her  father  had  for  him, 
as  well  as  of  his  own  age  and  in- 
firmities, he  was  permitted,  at  his 
own  defue,  to  retire  from  the  royal 
fervice  to  his  eltate  in  the  country. 
In  the  fame  note,  the  queen  grant- 
ed him  a  continuance  of  the  ap- 
pointments of  his  office  as  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  and  bellowed  on  him 


a    vacant     Commandery     of     St. 
James. 

No  public  bleffing  or  advan- 
tage :  neither  the  deliverance  from 
a  foreign  enemy,  nor  a  domeltic 
tyranny,  could  have  excited  a  great- 
er or  more  univerfal  joy,  than  the 
removal  of  this  nobleman  from 
power,  and  his  lubfequent  dis- 
grace, which  became  every  day 
more  apparent.  Whether  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  bcldnefs,  wifdom, 
and  redtitude  cf  his  meafures,  his 
oppofing  national  vices,  and  popu- 
lar prejudices,  the  defpotifm  of  his 
adminillration,  or  more  probably, 
from  the  mixed  operation  of  all 
theie  caufe5,  he  had  the  fortune  to 
incur  the  abhorrence  and  dread  of 
every  order  of  men  in  the  Hate  and 
kingdom.  The  antient  nobility, 
confidered  him  equally  the  deltroy- 
er  of  their  order,  and  the  exter- 
minator of  their  race  ;  the  clergy 
anathematized  him,  as  the  enemy 
of  religion  in  general,  as  well  as 
the  fubvertor  of  their  particular 
inltitutions,  and  the  deftroyer  of 
ther  general  and  perfonal  rights  : 
mmon  people  execrated  him; 
as  the  fcourge  and  curfe  of  their 
country.  ]o  add  to  the  weight 
of  domeftic  enmity  and  clamour, 
he  had  continual  difputes  with  the 
Englilh  merchants  and  factory, 
(who  form  a  great  body  in  that 
country)  upon  matters  relative  to 
trade,  and  to  their  real  or  luppofed 
rights  and  immunities. 

in  fuch  a  (late  of  public  diflike 
and  violent  prejudice,  it  would  noG 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  obtain  the 
real  character  of  a  minilter,  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance,  and  in  a 
country  where  enquiry  v\as  much 
more  open,  and  djiquifitions  of 
that  nature  better  understood  and 
more  liberally  conducted,    than  in 
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Portugal.  His  friends  reprefcnt 
him  as  a  minifter  of  great  abili- 
ties, and  as  a  bold  reformer,  who 
endeavoured  bv  the  molt  vigorous 
exertions  to  reftore  to  its  anticnt 
power,  reputation,  and  iplendour, 
a  country  which  had  been  long 
faUen  into  the  molt  humiliating 
itate  of  weaknefs,  and  the  people 
funk  in  the  molt  degrading  barba- 
rifm.  The  country,  they  fay,  was 
little  and  badly  cultivated  ;  the  arts 
were  loft ;  indultry  extinct;  and 
every  fort  of  bufinefs  was  conduct- 
ed by  llrangers.  Thus,  the  peo- 
ple depended  entirely  on  foreigners 
for  corn  and  cloathing,  the  crown 
was  without  treafure,  and  the  itate 
without  finances.  The  military 
glory  of  the  kingdom  was  extinct  ; 
and  its  fafety  depending  upon  the 
precarious  caprice  or  negligence  of 
its  neighbours,  whillt  it  maintain- 
ed a  nominal  army,  without  fol- 
diers  or  arms.  Under  all  thefe 
diftreffing  circumftances,  the  na- 
tion was  devoured  by  an  idle,  vi- 
cious, and  abandoned  nobility, 
with  a  molt  ignorant  and  luxuriant 
clergy,  both  of  whom  were  pof- 
fefl'ed  of  exorbitant  riches. 

It  was  impofliblc,  fay  they,  to 
remove  evils  of  fuch  a  Itrength  and 
magnitude,  but  by  the  boldelt 
ftrokes  of  policy,  and  a  purfuit  of 
rhe  molt  decifive  meafures.  The 
Herculean  talk  could  only  be  un- 
dertaken, with  a  full  determina- 
tion to  encounter  all  the  power  and 
violence  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
and  to  endure  all  the  obloquy  of  an 
extremely  ignorant,  and  exceed- 
ingly fuperltitious  populace.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
court  of  Rome  would  behold  with 
approbation,  a  reduction  of  the 
exorbitant  power  and  wealth  of 
the  clergy,  attended  with  an  equal 
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reltraintof  their  numbers.  It  was 
as  little  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
avarice  of  foreigners  would  not  be 
alarmed  at  the  internal  improve- 
ment of  the  country,  who  knew 
that  their  former  gains  arofe  from 
its  uncultivation  and  anarchy,  as 
that  its  dangerous  neighbours  could 
behold  with  fatisfadtion  their  am- 
bitious views  frultrated,  by  the 
growing  Itrength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  increafing  reputation  of 
its  government. 

This  is  a  very  fhort  and  flight 
flcetch,  but  as  much  as  we  have 
room  for,  of  the  various  ground 
taken  by  the  numerous  foes,  and 
few,  indeed,  friends,  in  the  con- 
demnation or  defence,  of  this  fallen, 
and  once  all-powerful  minilter. 
It  would  feem  upon  the  whole, 
that  he  polfe/Ted  no  inconfiderable 
fhare  of  ability  ;  that  a  ltrong  fpirit 
of  enterprize,  and  turn  for  inno- 
vation, were  among  the  leading 
features  of  his  charader  ;  and  that 
his  natural  boldnefs  of  difpofition, 
and  an  exceffive  confidence  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  defigns,  led  him  into 
fome  extremes,  which  the  prudent 
attention  of  a  more  cautious  Itatef- 
man  to  times,  circumitances,  and 
the  character  of  the  people,  would 
have  avoided. 

Few  princes  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  popularity  at 
an  eafier  rate  than  the  queen  of 
Portugal.  After  the  degradation 
of  the  favourite,  it  was  only  to 
open  the  prifon  doors,  and  to  ac- 
quire at  once  the  univerfal  love 
and  applaule  of  her  fubjedts.  This 
meafure  was  laid  to  have  been  re- 
commended by  the  late  king  in 
his  lalt  moments.  The  appear- 
ance of  eight  hundred  wretches, 
fifing  from  their  dungeons  where 
they  had  been  fo  long  buried,  and 
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in  their  fqualid  condition,  afford- 
ed no  faint  reprefentation  of  a  re- 
furrection  of  the  dead.  Many  of 
thefe  were  of  family  and  condi- 
tion, whofe  friends  having  no  iuf- 
ipicion  of  their  fate,  had  long  fup- 
pofed  that  they  had  perifhed  by 
the  hands  of  affiflins,  or  by  fome 
untoward  accident  of  which  they 
could  frame  no  idea.  Near  4000 
more  it  was  faid  had  perifhed  in 
thofe  prifons,  during  the  defpotifm 
of  the  favourite.  Of  the  living, 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  even 
the  moft  criminal  declared  and 
protefted  their  innocence.  Each 
had  his  tale  of  woe  ;  and  each  the 
particular  hiftcry,  of  the  cruelties 
he  had  experienced,  and  the  iuf- 
ferings  he  had  undergone,  to  re- 
cite. The  emotions  of  the  hear- 
eij  may  poffibly  be  conceived. 
Their  execration  and  abhorrence 
of  the  late  minifter  will  be  eafily 
fuppofed. 

.Among  thofe  of  high  rank,  who 
were  now  reflored  to  the  light  of 
heaven,  was,  faid  to  be,  a  Ion  of 
the  Marquis  of  Tavora,  who  was 
committed  to  prifon  at  five  years 
of  age,  and  having  feen  no  per- 
fon  fjnee  that  time  but  a  keeper, 
and  that  only  at  the  ltated  and  Ihort 
feafons,  allotted  for  the  admini- 
ftration  of  his  fcanty  provifion,  ex- 
hibited the  fhocking  fpeclacle  of 
a  human  being,  almoft  destitute  of 
language  and  ideas,  and  without 
the  fmalleft  memory  or  knowledge 
of  his  family  or  former  condition. 

The  ancient  bifhop  of  Coimbra, 
who  had  been  committed  to  pri- 
fon about  the  time  of  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  jefuits,  for  fome  en- 
thufiaftical  writings  he  had  pub- 
limed,  in  which,  along  with  a 
direct  charge  of  herefy  againft  the 
minister,  he  faid  it  was  approach- 


ing fail  to  the  throne,  and  would 
foon  overfpread  the  nation,  now 
prefented  a  piteous  fpe£tacle  to 
the  people,  appearing  before  them 
almoil  naked,  as  he  came  out  of 
prifon,  and  relating  to  them,  a- 
mong  his  other  fufi'erings,  that  he 
had  lain  upon  nothing  but  bare 
boards  during  the  whole  time  of 
his  confinement,  whilft  his  age, 
venerable  appearance,  and  the 
fanclity  attributed  to  his  character, 
excited  all  the  mixed  emotions  of 
pity  and  horror  in  his  hearers. 

The  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
family  of  Tavora,  confifting  of  the 
Marquis  de  Alorna,  and  his  three 
brothers,  who  had  been  obliged 
to  adopt  their  mother's  name  of 
Lorena,  that  of  Tavora  having 
been  for  ever  abolifhed,  were,  in 
fome  time  after  their  releale,  re- 
ilored to  all  their  ancient  honours 
and  rights  by  a  public  decree,  in 
which  the  queen  declared,  that  the 
important  affair  in  which  they 
were  concerned,  had  been  fcrupu- 
loufly  enquired  into,  by  the  Soli- 
citor General,  and  minilters  of  a- 
bility  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
who  had  unanimously  declared  them 
entirely  innocent.  Two  of  the 
Marquis's  brothers  were  appoint- 
ed to  honourable  commands  in  the 
army.  M.  de  Andiada,  formerly 
minilter  from  that  court  to  the 
United  Provinces,  who  had  been 
thrown  into  prifon  immediately 
after  his  recal,  and  who  now  re- 
fufed  to  quit  it,  until  he  obtained 
a  promile  of  a  full  enquiry  into 
his  conduct,  received  the  Satisfac- 
tion of  having  his  innocence  pub- 
licly acknowledged  by  a  fimilar 
decree,  and  was  appointed  High 
Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  Se- 
veral who  had  Suffered  the  lofs  of 
their   offices,  and   endured  all   the 
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miferies  of  a  prifon,  without  any 
charge  being  laid  or  pretended  a- 
gaintt  thern,  were  now  reltored  to 
their  places  in  the  court  or  army, 
with  ut  any  formal  exculpation. 

On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who 
had  been  particularly  attached  to 
the  late  miniller,  generally  loft 
their  places,  or  were  otherwife 
difgraced.  In  fome  time,  his  eflates 
were  fequellered,  under  the  claim 
or  pretence  of  his  being  indebted 
to  the  crown,  in  the  courfe  ot  his 
adm.nillration.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  day  of  the  queen's  public 
acclamation,  as  it  is  termed,  a 
ceremonial  fimilar  to  that  of  a  co- 
ronation, and  attended  with  the 
fame  renewal  of  conditions  between 
the  fovereign  and  the  people,  ei- 
ther to  pleafe  the  populace,  or 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  fome 
outrage  on  the  enfuing  feilival,  the 
buft  of  the  late  miniller,  which 
had  been  fixed  on  the  pedeftal 
of  the  king's  equeilrian  ftatue, 
was  ordered  for  the  prefent  to  be 
covered  with  plailier,  and  that  it 
fhould  afterwards  be  replaced  by 
the  city  arms.  Of  fuch  little  per- 
manency and  value,  are  ilatues, 
bulls,  or  the  favour  of  kings,  to 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune 
of  incurring  the  odium  of  their 
country. 

The  death  of  the  late  king  im- 
mediately changed  the  politicks  of 
the  court  of  Madrid,  with  refpect 
to  the  intended  war  againft  Portu- 
gal, and  put  as  fpeedy  an  end  to 
the  preparations,  which  had  been 
carried  on  with  induftry,  for  the 
invafion  of  that  kingdom.  A  per- 
fect good  underftanding  imme-: 
diately  took  place  between  the  two 
courts,  and  orders  were  difpatched 
from  each,  as  foon  almoft  as  it 
9quM  be  done,  for   a  cefiation  of 
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hoftilities  in  South  America.  Spain, 
it  is  true,  has  fince  continued, 
and  Mill  does,  her  military  prepa- 
rations both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
her  naval  armament  in  particular, 
has  been  attended  to  with  fuch  vi-. 
gour,  and  fupported  with  fuch  ex- 
pence,  as  have  rendered  it  very 
formidable,  and  undoubtedly  a- 
larming,  to  fuch  as  may  not  know 
its  deflination,  and  are  liable  to 
its  impreflion.  Whatever  the  de- 
iign  of  this  extraordinary  prepa- 
ration may  be,  it  has  certainly 
changed  its  object,  if  Portugal  ever 
was  really  fuch. 

The  exprefTes  that  were  dif- 
patched to  South  America  were 
much  too  late,  to  prevent  all  the 
effecl  of  the  great  force  which  had 
failed  from  Cadiz  for  that  part  of 
the  world,  about  the  middle  of 
the  preceding  month  of  Novem- 
ber. The  fleet  upon  this  expedi- 
tion amounted  to  no  lefs  than  116 
fail  of  all  forts,  including  fix  fliips 
of  the  line,  with  ten  frigates  and 
bombs,  being  under  the  conduct 
of  the  Marquis  of  Cafa  Tilly. 
The  land  forces  exceeded  9000, 
and  were  under  the  command  of 
Don  Pedro  de  Cevallos.  The 
whole  number  of  men  on  board 
the  fleet  fell  little  fhort  of  20,000, 
avd  the  tonnage  run  to  about  the 
fame  number. 

When  the  fleet  ar-  F  1  « 
rived  at  the  Ifle  of  St.  feD'  2Ilt' 
Catharine's,  on  the  coaft  of  Bra- 
zil, they  found  that  ifland  in  a 
ftate  of  preparation  and  defence, 
which,  if  placed,  with  equal  ad- 
vantages of  climate  and  fituation, 
in  other  hands,  might  have  foiled 
a  greater  force  than  theirs,  formid- 
able as  that  was.  Befides  the  dif- 
ficulties of  landing  incident  to 
thqfe  feas  and  latitudes,  they  had 
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a  well  fortified  caille,  fupported  at 
a  moderate  diftance  by  two  itrong 
forts,  to  encounter  ;  and  thefe, 
befides  being  well  provided  with 
artillery,  and  all  other  provifion 
for  war,  were  defended  by  about 
4000  Portuguefe,  excluiive  of  the 
Indian  natives  of  the  ifland,  and  a 
body  of  Indian  auxiliaries  from  the 
main.  If  ..he  fortreffes  were  ren- 
dered untenable,  the  ifland  abound- 
ed with  fortified  works  and  ftrong 
pofls,  which  might  have  been  fuo* 
ceffively  defended,  until  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  whole  became  a  work 
0/  m;ich  labour  and  difficulty.  But 
the  defence  was  not  equal  to  thefe 
advantages. 

Tne  Spaniards  not  only  landed 
without  oppofuion,  but  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  ifland  abandoned  his 
caltle,  and  all  it  contained,  with 
the  greateft  precipitation,  and 
without  firing  a  fingle  gun,  at  iheir 
approach.  This  example  was  im- 
mediately followed,  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  by  the  Govern 
the  forts,  and  in  thite  days  time 
the  whole  liland,  with  all  its  works 
and  defence?,  were  entirely  eva- 
cuated. The  garrifoo  pafled  over 
to  the  main,  vvhere,  being  at  a 
great  diftance  from  their  fettle- 
men  ts,  without  any  means  of  fub- 
fulence,  and  perhaps,  in  truir  pre- 
sent recreant  condition,  afraid  of 
becoming  a  prey  to  the  Indians, 
they,  in  thefe  pleafant  circum- 
ltances,  fent  back  to  the  ifland  to 
propofe  a  capitulation  to  the  Spa- 
nifh commanders.  They  could  ob- 
tain no  other  condition  than  that 
of  returning  with  their  arms  in 
their  hands,  to  become  prifoners  of 
war.  Of  this  garrifon,  four  bat- 
talions, befides  200  of  the  artil- 
Jery,  were  regular  troops,   ;he  reft 


were  regimented  militia.  It  has 
been  reported  that  the  Portuguefe 
commander,  Don  Antonio  de  Men- 
doza,  has  been  ordered  home  to 
anfwer  for  his  conduct. 

It  would  not  be  fitting  to  omit, 
that  a  Portuguefe  fquadron  of 
twelve  fail,  which  had  been  {ra- 
tioned for  the  protection  of  the 
ifland,  immediately  fled  upon  the 
appearance  of  a  Spanifh  frigate, 
which  had  been  fent  to  recon- 
noitre, two  days  before  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet.  The  Spanifh  force 
proceeded  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
where  it  reduced  the  colony  of  St. 
Sacrament  and  fome  other  places 
e  the  order  for  a  ceflation  of 
hofulity  arrived. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  were  agreed  upon, 
and  a  treaty  of  limits  concluded, 
between  the  courts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Thefe  preliminaries 
have,  iince  the  conclufion  of  the 
year,  been  extended,  completed, 
and  finally  ratified,  into  the  fulleft 
and  molt  perfect  treaty  of  peace, 
union,  and  friendship,  between  the 
two  crowns  and  nations.  By  this 
treaty,  the  King  of  Spain  feems  to 
have  fully  obtained  that  great  ob- 
ject which  has  been  fo  long  and  io 
diligently  fought  by  that  crown, 
and  which  he  himfelf  fo  explicitly 
avowed,  in  the  memorial  that  pre- 
ceded his  declaration  of  war  in  the 
year  1762,  viz.  That  "  confider- 
ing  the  interefls  of  the  moft  faithful 
King  as  his  own,  he  wifhes  to  unite 
the  one  with  the  other,  Jo  thai 
either  in  peace  or  in  <war,  Spain  and 
Portugal  may  be  conjldrred  as  belong- 
ing to  one  majler."  The  fame  iaea 
is  itill  prefer ved  and  comprehend- 
ed in  the  introduction  or  preamble 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  which  con- 
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tains  the  following  words;  "  and, 
by  that  means,  eftablifh  the  moll 
permanent  indiffoluble  union  and 
friendfhip  between  the  two  crowns, 
which  their  natural  fituation,  the 
vicinity  of  their  territories,  the  an- 
cient and  modern  connexions,  and 
confangoinity  of  their  refpedive 
fovereigns,  the  identity  of  origin, 
and  the  reciprocal  intereft  of  the 
two  nations  claims.' 

Thus  was  Portugal  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  the  houfe  Bourbon, 
and  once  more  virtually  become  a 
member  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 
It  is  faid,  that  ihe  has  fince  ac- 
ceded to  the  family  compact ; 
but  whether  any  formal  act  of  that 
nature  has  taken  place,  does  not 
feem  a  matter  of  confequence,  as 
fhe  in  effect  acceded  to  it,  the 
moment  fhe  was  under  a  neceffity 
of  figning  the  prefent  treaty.  Na- 
tions are  governed  in  their  conduit 
by  fituation  and  circomftance,  not 
by  wax  or  by  fignatures.  Thofe 
who  defend  the  conduct  of  Portu- 
gal in  this  point,  affirm  that  fhe 
cannot  be  charged  with  meannefs 
in  refpect  to  herfelf,  nor  reproach- 
ed with  breach  of  faith  in  regard 
to  others,  for  her  conduct  in  this 
tran  faction.  As  fhe  found  herfelf, 
they  faid,  abandoned  by  England, 
or  which  was  the  fame  thing,  as 
ihe  found  that  power  incapable  of 
affording  the  protection  which  fhe 
wanted  and  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  was  herfelf  totally  incapable  of 
refilling  that  great  force  which  en- 
closed her  on  all  fides,  and  was 
ready  to  trample  her  to  deftruction, 
ihe  had  no  other  refource  than  to 
fubmit  to  whatever  terms  were  pre- 
fcribed. 

Every  perfon  who  has  any  con- 
cern  in,   and   knowledge   of,    our 
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political  and  commercial  interefts, 
mult  deeply  lament  the  ui, nappy 
fituation  of  public  affairs,  which 
difabled  us  from  prevencing  the 
completion  of  a  fcheine,  fo  loaded 
with  the  mod  deitructive  confe- 
quences  to  both.  The  actors  had 
ken  for  fome  years  that  the  time 
was  faft  approaching,  which  would 
prove  favourable  to  the  execution 
of  this  long  laid  and  favourite  de- 
sign, and  they  were  during  that 
time  affiduoufly  preparing  to  feize 
the  golden  opportunity.  All  the 
quarrels  about  limits,  and  all  the 
events  of  the  petty  war  carried  on 
in  South  America,  tended  to  this 
fingle  point.  It  may  not  perhaps 
be  a  very  hazardous  affertion  to 
advance,  that  of  all  the  misfor- 
tunes that  have  been  or  may  be 
the  confequence  of  our  unhappy 
civil  war,  this  event,  excepting 
only  the  irrecoverable  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  would  hold  the  firfl  place 
as  to  magnitude  and  effect. 

Whilft  peace  was  thus  preferyed 
in  one  part  of  Europe,  the  afpedl 
borne  by  the  great  empires  of 
Ruffia  and  Turky,  feemed  to  por- 
tend a  renewal  of  all  the  calamities 
of  war  in  another.  We  have  ven- 
tured in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war 
repeatedly  to  hazard  an  opinion, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  molt  de- 
plorable flate  of  weaknefs,  and  ir- 
refiflable  neceffity,  could  ever  in- 
duce the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia  to  a 
free  paffage  through  the  Darda- 
nelles, with  an  open  trade,  and 
the  confequent  eltablifhment  of  a 
marine  force  on  the  Black  Sea. 
The  events  of  the  war  were,  how- 
ever, fuch,  as  compelled  a  fub- 
miffion  to  this  neceffity.  But  when 
a  full  compliance  with  all  the  terms 
of  this  condition  came  to  be  de- 
manded, 
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manded,  and  that  Ruffia  probably 
expeded  and  infilled,  that  they 
fhould  be  underitand  in  the  utmoft 
latitude  of  every  fenfe  to  which 
they  could  be  ex  ended  in  her  own 
favour,  all  the  fatal  confequences 
which  mull  inevitably  attend  this 
meafure,  again  appeared  to  the 
Porte  in  their  moft  dreaded  forms. 
They  faw  that  a  compliance,  in 
the  utmoft  extent,  would  be  at 
once  to  furrender  the  keys  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  ;  and,  in  fad,  it 
would  have  been  no  lefs. 

Various  delays  and  difficulties 
were  accordingly  thrown  in  the 
way,  and  the  veflels  which  had 
patted  from  the  Mediterranean 
through  the  Dardanelles,  were 
flopped  at  Conftantinople,  and 
have  never  been  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed farther  on  their  voyage.  In 
the  mean  time,  frefh  caufes  of  de- 
bate arofe,  and  new  troubles  fpruno- 
up  in  the  Crimea,  which  in  fome 
degree  ferved  to  leflen  the  atten- 
tion to  the  prefent  bufinefs  ;  a  cir- 
cumllance  highly  pleafing  to  the 
Turks,  who  would  by  no  means 
acknowledge  the  fmalieft  dilpoli- 
tion  to  any  violation  of  faith,  or 
breach  of  treaty. 

The  entire  independence  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,  and  particularly 
their  freedom  of  choice  in  tbe  elec- 
tion of  their  Chans,  had  been  laid 
down  as  principles  not  to  be  de- 
parted from  by  the  late  peace.  As 
in  other  cafes  of  election,  the  great 
neighbours  here  endeavoured  to  in- 
fluence the  electors.  Each  had 
great  influence  as  well  a<.  power. 
The  Rullians  had  a  itrcng  faction 
among  the  Tartars,  exclufive  of 
their  troops  ;  an  oHer  of  men  who 
are  fuppofed  to  have  no  right  to 
meddle  in  elections,  but  who  not- 


withftanding  frequently  decide 
them.  The  Turks  had  a  ftronger 
faction  than  the  Ruffians,  but  no 
foluiers.  Each  bad  his  favourite 
candidate.  A  double  return  of 
courfe  enfued,  and  the  names  of 
Dewlet  Gueray  and  Sahib  Gueray 
were  echoed  by  their  refpedive 
partizans  from  one  end  to  the 
otlur  of  the  Crimea. 

Each  fide  now  infilled  with  equal 
truth,  that  the  Chan  fupported  by 
the  other  had  not  I  een  eleded  by 
the  free  voice  of  tbe  people.  A 
civil  war  necelFarily  enfued.  The 
oppofite  faction,  by  the  aid  of  the 
Ruffians,  drove  Dewlet  Gueray  out 
oi  the  country.  His  party  not- 
withstanding revived,  with  greater 
llrength  than  before.  Befides  the 
affillance  they  received  from  the 
Porte,  the  Nogais,  Budziack,  and 
other  nations  or  tribes  of  Tartars, 
who  dwell  without  the  peninfula, 
inllead  of  being  influenced  by  the 
Ruffians,  difplayed  their  heredi- 
tary enmity  by  a  violent  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  Chan,  who  they  con- 
fidercd  merely  as  their  inftrunient 
to  take  a  fall  hold  of  the  Crimea. 
A  petty  war  has  accordingly  been 
continued,  of  little  confequence  to 
the  reft  of  mankind,  but  in  which 
the  Ruffians,  as  well  as  their  anta- 
gonills,  have  at  different  time., 
been  roughly  handled. 

It  would  feem  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  two  great  principals  are 
very  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  new 
war.  If  it  had  been  otherwifc, 
other  fort  of  holtilities  than  thoie 
we  have  mentioned,  would  ere  now 
have  taken  place.  It  has  been  re- 
ported and  believed,  that  a  great 
wellern  power,  equally  noted  for 
ambition  and  dexterity  in  in- 
trigue,   was   the  real    fomenter   of 

thefe 
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thefe  differences,  in  order  that 
Ruffia  might  be  fo  fully  engaged  at 
home,  as  not  to  have  leifure  to  at- 
tend to,  much  lefs  to  interfere  in, 
the  dangerous  defigns  which  that 
power  was  preparing  to  carry  into 
execution  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world ;  more  efpecially  as  thefe 
meafures  were  deeply  to  affedl  a 
Hate,  with  which  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburg  is  in  the  clofeft  union  cf 
alliance  and  friendfhip.  Though 
this  report  is  highly  probable,  we 
cannot,  however,  from  the  rea- 
sons which  we  have  already  ftated, 
help  believing,  that  the  Porte 
would  have  acted  nearly  the  fame 
part,  without  any  interference 
whatever. 

The  war  between  Perfia  and  the 
Porte  languishes  on  both  fides,  al- 
though it  was  declared  with  all  the 
ufual  folemnities  at  Conftantino- 
ple.  The  Perfians  have  not  been 
able  to  purlue  their  fuccefs  in  the 
taking  of  Baffora  with  any  effe£l. 
Their  ill  government  and  interline 
divifions,  probably  difable  them 
from  any  vigorous,  or  at  leafl, 
laiting  exertion.  They  have  been 
repeatedly  defeated  on  the  fide  of 
Bagdat,  only  by  the  troops  of  that 
government ;  and  in  one  action, 
it  is  faid,  that  2000  of  their 
troops  were  driven  into  the  Eu- 
phrates. On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  reported,  (and  we  have  nothing 
but  very  uncertain  reports  from 
thofe  quarters)  that  a  Turkilh  Ba- 
fha,  in  the  outfet  of  fome  enter- 
prize  againfl  the  Perfians,  having 
entered  Georgia  without  leave,  and 
contrary  to  treaty,  he  was  entirely 
defeated,  and  a  great  part  of  his 
army  cut  to  pieces,  by  Prince  He- 
raclius.  It  feems  as  if  it  were  be- 
come neceffary,    that    fome    great 


revolution  fhould,  ere  long,  take 
place  in  Afia.  Nor  does  it  feem 
very  improbable,  that  one  or  two 
great  and  vigorous  empires,  might 
fuddenly  rife  cut  of  the  ruins  of 
the  prefent  miferable,  decayed 
and  rotten  fabricks. 

Ruffia    is   making   a   rapid   pro 
grefs  to  the  higheft   Hate  of  great 
nefs.     Her  commerce,   population 
and  opulence,  are  daily  increafing 
Her  exports  have  been  nearly  dou 
bled   within  the  lafl  twenty  years 
The  increafe  of  people  in  the  cen- 
tral  and  cultivated   provinces,   has 
held    a    reafonable    proportion    to 
that  of  their  commerce  and  wealth. 
Her  annual  revenue  exceeds  her  an- 
nual expence   by   near    three    mil- 
lions of  roubles,    being  a   balance 
of  about  700,0001.    a-year  in  her 
favour.     A   continuance  of  fettled 
government,  and   the  bleffing  of  a 
wife   administration,   will  in  a  few 
years  place   her   power  and  great- 
nefs  beyond  all  competition.     The 
unhappy  falling  off  of  the  Britiih 
colonies,  has  exceedingly  increafed 
the  commerce  of  Ruffia,  as  well  as 
of    the    other    northern    countries. 
Ruffian   Tobacco  has  arifen  within 
twelve  months  to  confiderably  more 
than  double  its  ufual  price. 

The  King  of  Sweden  paid  a  vifit 
this  fummer,  in  the  character  of 
Count  of  Gothland,  to  Petersburg, 
where  he  was  received  with  all  the 
fplendour  and  magnificence  pecu- 
liar to  that  court.  The  prefents 
were  in  the  iame  grand  ftyle  with 
the  entertainment,  and  the  jewels 
of  the  eaftern  world,  loll  no  part 
of  their  luitre  in  the  frozen  regions 
of  the  north. 

The  autumn  was  attended  with 
a  moll  dreadful  calamity  to  the  city 
and   neighbourhood  of  Peterlburjr. 

It 
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It  is  a  fault  in  the  fituation  of  that 
city,  that  it  is  liable  to  inunda- 
t  on;  ;  but  that  which  now  hap- 
pened was  by  far  more  extenfive 
and  deftruclive,  than  any  thing  of 
the    fort    which     had     ever     Leen 

c  known   before.     A  vio- 

bept.  21.     ,  ■ 

r  lent     hurricane     at     the 

fouth-weft,  ivhich  began  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  railed  the 
waters,  in  the  fhort  time  of  focr 
hours,  to  the  height  of  fourteen 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level  of 
the  river  Neva.  The  c:fy,  and 
the  adjoining  flat  country,  were  of 
courfe  rapidly  overflown,  and  the 
water  continued  at  its  extreme 
height  for  about  half  an  hour. 

The  diftrefs  terror,  and  cala- 
mity of  the  inhabitants,  may  be 
eafily  luppofVd  to  exceed  all  de- 
scription. Many  hundreds  were 
drowned  ;  thouiands  were  ruined. 
The  loft  to  the-  Mate,  and  to  indi- 
viduals, was  immenfe.  The  houfes 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  were 
entirely  covered  ;  and  many  houfes 
were  unroofed  in  the  bed  parts. 
The  quantities  of  gouds  and  com- 
modities of  all  I  jrts  that  were  de- 
stroyed or  carried  away,  in  ceiiars, 
warehoofes,  or  from  the  kevs,  were 
beyond  all  eftimatio:1.  The  fined 
trees  in  the  palace  gardens  were 
broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  great  bridge  of  boats  over  tl  e 
Neva  was  carried  away,  and  the 
greater  part  of  die  numerous  leffer 
bridges  deftroyed.  Ships  were 
thrown  inro  gardens,  fields,  and 
woods.  Country  houfes  and  vil- 
lages were  fwept  away  or  de- 
ftroyed. In  a  word,  the  morning 
prefented  the  mod  dreary  and  la- 
mentable fcene,  that  any  concep- 
tion can  be  formed  of.  A  happy 
change  of  the  wind   between    fix 


and  feven  o'clock,  realeafed  the 
people  i,om  their  terror  on  account 
of  their  lives,  and  left  them  time 
to  contemplate  on  calamities,  which 
had  till  then  been  partly  covered 
by  their  danger. 

It  is  chara&eriftic  of  the  prefent 
time,  for  fovereigns,  not  only  to 
pay    mutual    vifits,    but   laving   by 

state,  to  take  journies  into 
other  countries,  under  the  fame 
curiofity  and  delire  of  information, 
which  impel  private  travellers  to 
a  like  purluit.  The  virus  and  tra- 
vels of  great  monarchs  are,  how- 
ever, fuppofed  to  be  generally 
tinged  a  little  with  policy  and 
matters  of  ftate.  It  ieems  as  if 
their  frequency  mighc  in  time  wear 
away  all  jealouiy  upon  thefe  ac- 
counts. 

The  active  fpirit,  and  ftrong 
difpofnion  to  judicious  enquiry, 
with    an  eager  defire   of  obtaining 

fpecies  of  ufeful  information, 
which    fo    much    mark   the   prefent 

ror  of  Germany's  character, 
would  have  probably  led  him  in  a 
feafon  of  tranquillity  to  fee  the 
kingdom  of  France,  independent 
of  political  motives,  and  of  the 
defire  of  vifuing  his  royal  filler. 
He  accordingly  paid  a  vifit  to  that 
country,  and  arrived  at  Paris  a  lit- 
tle after  the  middle  of  April.  He 
lived  and  travelled,   (under  the  ap- 

:on  of  Count  Falkenflein) 
like  a  very  private  gentleman,  who 
wa>  led  more  to  travel  by  bufinefs 
th-:i  amulement.  His  affability, 
or  rather  a  noble  opennefs  and  free- 
dom of  manners,  caught  the  hearts 
of  all  orders  of  mankind  where- 
ever  he  paffed.  His  manner  of 
life  in  Paris,  refembled  nothing 
lefs  than  that  of  a  monarch.  He 
lived  but  little  at  court,  and  fpent 

no 
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no  time  in  forms ;  it  was  laid  out, 
with  the  attention  of  a  philofo- 
pher,  and  the  inquifitivenefs  of  a 
itatefman,  in  examining  the  dif- 
ferent eftablifhments  of  that  coun- 
try, whether  civil,  military,  mer- 
cantile, or  appertaining  to  any 
great  order  of  manufacture.  After 
fix  weeks  fpent  in  this  manner  in 
the  capital,  he  made  the  tour  of 
the  kingdom,  to  the  Pyrenees,  in 
the  fame  fpirit. 

Europe  has  prefented  little  in- 
terefting  matter  this  year,  befides 
what  we  have  taken  notice  of.     A 


GISTER,    1777. 

new  treaty  of  alliance  which  has 
taken  place  between  France  and 
Switzerland,  would  have  been 
once  a  matter  of  confideration  ; 
but  in  the  late  very  extraordinary 
change  which  the  general  fyllem 
of  policy  in  Europe  has  undergone, 
is  not  of  weight  enough  to  deferve 
much  reflection.  The  death  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  which  happen- 
ed on  the  laft  day  but  one  of  the 
year,  will  unhappily  render  Ger- 
many again  the  theatre  of  war, 
and  afford  too  much  fubjeft  for  fu- 
ture hiftory. 


C  H  R  O- 


[     i6t     ] 


CHRONICLE. 


J  A  N  U  A  R  y. 


irt. 


np 


HE  reftor  and  church- 
wardens of  two  ad 
ing  parishes   near  Portfdown-Hill, 
Hants,  were  cited  befi  re  the  I 

to    fhew    caule    why    they  d 
attend   their  duty  on   the 
fait -day. 

3d.        Th,e  ftalf-yearly  dividend  cf 

the   Eaft-India    compai. 
this  day  declared  to   be   three  and 
a  half  per  cer.t. 
tn         Some    villains    broke     into 
'  the   houfe  of  Mr.   Beale,    of 
Marlborough,     fleward      to     Lord 
Bruce,  and  Hole  an  iron  chert,  con- 
taining    feven     hur.dred    guineas, 
and    Bank    notes    to   the   value  of" 
fix    hundred    pounds.     This    rob- 
bery   alarmed    the  whole  country, 
and   was  evidently    perpetrated  by 
fome  perfons    who   knew   that  the 
money  received  at  the   late  audits 
of  Lord  Bruce's  tenants,  was  depo- 
fited  at  Mr.  Beale's. 
8th.       ^e    River    Thames     was 
'  frozen  over  at  Kingfton,   and 
inany  perfons  cro/Ted   over  on  the 
ice.      The  froft,   however,   has  not 
this  year  been  very  intenfe. 
oth        An  a'lega"on,  pleaded  by 
Mifs   Butterfield,   againft   the 
validity  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr. 
Scavven,    was    debated    before    Sir 
George     Hay,    in    Doftors-Com- 
mons.     After   a    variety  of  areu- 
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ments,  the  doctor  allowed  the  plea; 
the  lady,  therefore,  will  be  ad- 
mitted tu  prove  the  truth  of  it  in  a 
future  proceeding.  The  pl< 
ed  on  the  part  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
is,  that  ««  the  lart  will  was  found- 
ed  in  error." 

A     rencounter   haprjened 
at  the  Ad  el  phi  tavern  in  the     I3r'' 
Strand,  between  Capt.  Stony,  and 
Mr.  Bates,  editor  of  the  Morning 
The  caufe  of  quarrel    arofe 
from  fome  offenfive  paragraphs  that 
had  appeared  in  the  Morning  Port, 
highly  reflecting  on  the  character 
of  a  lady  of  rank.     After  having 
difcharged    their    piftols    at    each 
other    without    efieft,    they    drew 
fwords,  and  Mr.  Stony  received   a 
wound  in  the  brealt  and  arm,   and 
Mr.  Bates  one  in  the  thigh.     Mr. 
Bates's    fword   bent,    and     flamed 
ft   the  Captain's  breaft-bone, 
w>hicil  es  apprizing  him  of, 

Capt.  Stony  called  to  him  to 
itraighten  it,  and  in  the  interim, 
while  the  fword  was  under  his  foot 
fjr  that  purpofe,  the  door  was 
broken  open,  or  the  death  of  one 
of  the  parties  would  moft  certain- 
ly have  been  the  iifue.  — On  the 
Saturday  following  Capt.  Stony 
was  married  to  the"  lady  in  whoie 
behalf  he  had  thus  hazarded  his 
life. 

This   day  came   en    the 
trial  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storef,     '  5 tb 


i62] 

for  (hooting  Capt.  Keith.  By 
the  e  .  '.  appeared,  that  on 
the  2oih  of  December,  between 
j  and  ;;ne  in  the  night,  the 
deceafed  forced  hinifelf  into  the 
houi'e  of  Mr.  White,  mailer  of  the 
Swan  tavern,  near  Weflminfler 
bridge  ;  that  as  foon  as  he  found 
entrance,  he  made  a  lounge  at  Mr. 
White,  which    Mr.  White  parried 


CHRONICLE. 


clared  the  lawful  property  of  the 
republic :  thirdly,  that  the  land 
between  Mount  Stolla,  and  Mount 
Pollock,  fhall  be  divided  into  two 
equal  portions,  and  a  line  drawn 
between  them  to  Mount  Bilibich, 
which  line  fhall  be  the  frontiers 
between  the  Venetian  ftates,  and 
the  territories  of  the  court  of  Vien- 
na.    Fourthly,  that  pillars  fhall  be 


with  an  oaken  flick  ;   that  the  noife  eredled  along  the  faid  line  to  mark 

waked   Mr.  Storer,   who  lay  in  the  the   confines,  which   are   mutually 

houfe,  and  he,  imagining  that  fome  agreed  upon.     Fifthly,   that  mea- 

robbers  had  broke  in,  armed  him-  fures   fhall   be    taken  amicably   to 

felf  with  a  piltol,   and   came  down  determine  all  contefls  and  difputea 

flairs  ;   that  on  his   demanding  of  which  may  arife  between  the  neigh- 

the    deceafed,    who  he   was,    and  bouring  countries,   with  regard  to 


what  he  jvanted,  he  made  a 
lounge  at  the  doctor,  which  the 
doctor  avoided  by  retreating  back  ; 
that  the  deceafed  kept  advancing 
on  him  as  he  retreated,  and  that 
Dr.  Storer  could  retreat  no 
farther,  after  bidding  the  deceafed 
.   and   the   fword   being  clofe 


the  jurifdidtion  of  the  confines, 
without  their  being  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  refpective  fove- 
reigns. 

Cherbourg,  Dec.  1 9.  The  bafon 
of  our  port,  which  we  have  been 
many  years  cleanfing,  is  at  Jail  ef- 
fected, and  on  Dec.  14,  the  firit 
fhip  entered   it,  amidit   the  accla- 


to  his  bread,   the  doctor  fired,  and 

(Hot  the  Captain  in  the  belly,  who  macions  of  the  inhabitants. 
inflantly  dropt  the  fword,  and  foon  Mr.  Foote  and  Mr.  Col- 
after  died.     The  judge,  after  fum-  man  met,  agreeable  to  their 


;th. 


ming  up  the  evidence,  acquainted 
the  jury,  that  the  prifoirer  was 
guilty   of    iuf.if.xbli  only, 

and  that  triey  mud  acquit  him, 
which  they  inflantly  did. 

Franc.'c/or.',   Drc.  14.    Our  letters 


intment,  and  executed  the  ar- 
ticles  which  confirm  the  latter's 
purchafe  of  the  former's  patent, 
together  with  all  his  property  in 
the  Hay-market  theatre.  By  the 
terms,  of  the  demife,   Mr.  Colman 


from  Italy  mention,   that  the  com-  obliges'  himfelf  to    pay  Mr.  Foote 

miukries    appointed   by   the  ccur:  a  clear  annuity  of  i6cx>i.  per.  ann^ 

of    Vienna,    and    the    republic    of  by    four    c  ;    -ie 

Venice,    to   terminate    the    differ-  alfo  fiipulates  to  pay  Mr.  Foote  a 

ences  which    fubfifted  about  the  li-  handfome  fum  for  the  right  0. 


mits  of  Morlachia*  have  concluded 
a  convention,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  the  heads : 

Firft,  That  this  figreement 
hot  be  called  a  treaty,   but  a  con- 
vention :    fecondly,  that    the        [- 
tivated   land,  of  which  the  A  ene- 
tisns  are  in  pofi'eiTi;n.  lhall  hedg- 


ing all  his  nnpubllfhed  pieces. 
Foote,  on    the  other   hand,    agrees 
to  pu .  Iman  in  :. 

mifes,  and  en- 
not  only  to  give  him  the  re- 
fufal  of  all  fjch  dramatic  wri 
as   he  maj  r  produce 

alio  ;o  perform  on  a . 

Lc: 


- 
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London  than  that  of  the  Hay-mar- 
ket theatre. 

Extraft  cf  a  Letter  J "rem  1 
Jan.  1 6. 
*'  This  morning,  as  the  workmen 
were  removing  a  quantity  of  hemp 
out  of  his  majefty's  ware-houfe  in 
the  dock-yard,   they  found   a  ma- 
chine amongft  the  hemp,  confiding 
of  a  large  piece  of  wood, 
out  and   filled   with  combufti 
it  was  covered  over  with   tin,    full 
of  holes    to   admit  the   air,  and  a 
tube  and  match  at  each  end,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  fet  en  fire  ; 
but    providentially  went  out  cf  it- 
felf  before   it   had  done   any  other 
damage." 

,  The  report  was    n 

'     '     his  majefty  in  council  of  the 
convicts  under  fentence  of  death  in 
when  the  following  were 
ordered  forexecution  on  V. 

i  iz.  Richard  V. 
Brent,  and  Benjamin  1 
for    breaking    into    the    houfe    of 

Com  men    . 
Hemwell,   and   Healing  feveral  fil- 
>oons,  and  other  things;  John 
Kelly  and    Thomas    Lai 
ftealing   goods    to    a    confiderable 
amount,    the  propertv   of  Thomas 
is    houfe   in    Cecil- 
court  :   Thomas  Bur  com- 
mitting    an     unnatural    crime     at 
a    hooie  in    a    court      in     Drury- 
lane,  en  aperfon  who,   with 
1 4  orh                               :d  for   the 

and 
Thom 

: 
Shored  itch. 

The  following  were  refpited  dur- 

Catherall,  for  robbing  Tho- 
'■  in  Ranelagh  V 
Chclfea,   of  a  metal 

>ttj    alias  Cocket,   and 
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mas    1.  .    for    robbing   Sarah 

Jennings  in  a  field  at  Iflington  of 
a  cloke  and  hat ;  W.  Davis,  for 
robbing  James  Gray,  a  fervant  of 
jawbridge,  Efq;  at  Torn  ham- 
green,  of  two  guineas  and  a  half; 
he  was  alfo  convicted  on  anothef 
indictment,  of  robbing  lohn 
bridge  at  the  above  place  of  a  gold 
watch  and 


On  Saturday,  during  the 


drawing-room  at  St.  Jam. 

.  rom 
Sir  George  Warren's  ribbon  the  en- 
figns  cf  the  order  of  the  Bath,  or- 
namented with  diam 

This  day  Lord  North   prefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  I 
enable  the  lords   of  the   admi 
r,  t  letters  of  marque  to  t  ri 
fhips  of  war   to  crui  ..  the 

Americans. 

. 

"  1  La  pro- 

vidential difcovery  «  of  a 

molt  d  .h  might 

have  termii  .  neral  con- 

flagration    of    "  Early 

that  morning  a  fire  was  perceived 
on    the    deck   of  the  Sai 

:   to   MefT. 
id  Maafe,   hing   at    the 
quay,     and     bound     for    jar. 
which,   before   i:    cc.:!d   be  ( 

to  the 
m3ge. 
1 

1  edly    cone. 

....... 

. 

.he  Fame, 
lying  at  a 

r  the 

■' 

.     A 

third   attempt    .  •  n    the 

rtia,  CV 

- 
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trader,  fituated  at  another  part  of 
the  quay  ;  on  board  this  veffel  was 
found  a  bottle  of  turpentine,  be- 
fides  other  inflammable  matters. 
The  intended  wickednefs  of  thofe 
villains  did  not  flop  here,  fo"r  they 
broke  open  a  ware-houfe  of  Meff. 
Morgan  and  fons,  druggifts,  in  Cy- 
pher lane,  Corn-ftreet,  and  there- 
in let  fire  to  a  box,  in  which  they 
had  alfo  put  fome  combuflibles, 
which  happily  went  out.  Several 
pieces  of  touch -paper  were  found 
juft  by  it. 

«'  On  the  19th  we  were  again 
alarmed  by  a  fire  in  Key  lane, 
which  was  all  in  a  blaze,  but  hap- 
pily it  did  not  burn  above  fix  ware- 
houfes  ;  and  the  Bell  in  Broad 
ftreet,  where  Mr.  Fergufon  ufed  to 
read  his  lectures,  was  five  times  on 
fire,  but  did  little  damage.  As 
the  people  were  about  the  fire, 
they  found  fome  of  the  combufli- 
bles, which  I  faw ;  they  feemed 
to  be  a  compound  of  rofia,  pitch, 
gunpowder,  oil,,  and  other  inflam- 
mable matter.  Several  people  are 
taken  up  on  fufpicion. 

"  On  Monday  night  the  city  was- 
again  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confusion,  by  a  fire  breaking  out 
at  three  different  places  at  the 
fame  time ;  happily  it  was  dif- 
covered  before  it  got  to  head  ; 
we  found  a  train  of  combufti- 
ble  matter  laid  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  if  it  had  catched  fire, 
the  flames  mufc  have  fpread  over 
great  part  of  the  city." 

His  majefty's  pardon,  and  a  re- 
ward of  one  thoufand  pounds  were 
offered  by  government  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  faid  fire,  and  alfo  an  additional 
reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  by 
the  city  of  Briftol. 


N   I    C  L  E. 

This  morning,  at  half  , 
pan:  nine,  came  on,  in  the  *  ' 
confiftory  court  of  the  diocefe  of 
London,  before  Dr.  Bettefworth, 
the  very  interefting  caufe  depend- 
ing between  Elifabeth  lateDuchefs- 
of  Kingfton,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Augultus  John  Earl  cf  Briftol,  re- 
flecting a  fentence  of  the  faid 
court,  pronounced  in  the  year  1768, 
in  a  fuit  of  jactitation. 

The  couniel  for  the  duchefs,  were 
Dr.  Calvert  and  Dr.  Wynne  ;  and 
for  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Dr.  Mar- 
riot  and  Dr.  Harris.  The  plead- 
ings ended  at  half  paft  one,  when 
Dr.  Bettefworth,  in  a  clear  candid 
manner,  took  a  review  of  the  ar- 
guments  on  both  fides He  ob- 

ierved  in  the  firft  place,  that  he 
looked  upon  the  fuit  of  jactitation, 
to  be  ftill  fubftantially  before  the 
court.  The  caufe  he  faid  was  lhort- 
ly  this ;  Mr.  Hervey,  in  the  year 
1768,  was  fuppofed  to  brag  or  de- 
clare, that  Elizabeth  Chudleigh. 
was  his  wife.  This  offended  the 
lady  :  fhe  brought  him  to  the 
proof.  He  would  not,  nor  could 
not  prove  it.  The  court  declared, 
as  far  as  appeared  to  them,  the  al- 
legation to  be  faffe  ;  on  which  Mr. 
Hervey,  one  of  the  prefent  parties, 
was  injoined  filence,  and  there  the 
matter  refted.  Since  then,  the 
firft  judicature  in  the  kingdom  had 
decided  that  the  marriage  was  le- 
gal. Jn  confeq'.ience  of  that  de- 
cifion,  Lord  Briftol  was  bound  in 
feveral  refpccls.  It  did  not  appear 
whether  it  was  in  his  lordihip's 
power  to  give  the  information  at 
the  time  of  the  paffing  of  the  fen- 
tence, that  has  fince  come  out ; 
whether  or  no  in  his  opinion  it  was 
proper  that  the  whole  proceedings 
ihould  be  enquired  into,  and   the 

matter 
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Tnattrr    fully    received.       And    on 
the   whok-  he  took  it  to  be  a  clear 
incontrovertible   principle    in     the 
canon  law,  that  marriages,  however 
decided,    are    always    open  to  re- 
veriion  and  future   enquery.      To 
ftrengthen  what  he  offered  on   this 
point,   he   alluded   to    a   paflage  in 
Burnet's  hiitory  of  the  reformation, 
u  here    the   Pope,    after   dec! 
the  marriage  or  Henry  Vllf,   with 
the     Queen    Catherine    of 
gon,     to     be    valid,     adds,    as    a 
general    proportion,   that    matters 
of  that    kind   are  always  open   to 
future   examination    and     enquiry, 
and    accordingly     difcharged     the 
rule  ;   by  which   decifion    the    lady 
will  be  obliged  to  fliew  caufe  why 
the  kntence  ihould  not  be  revoked, 
and  Lord  Briltol  let  in  to  prove  the 
marriage. 

,  Benjamin    Bates 

5     "     Green,    and  James   Gran, 
convi  i  i  death  in 

ate,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Peoleaze,  were  on 
Saturday  difcharged,  his  majefty 
having  been  plcafed  to  grant  them 
his  free  pardon. 

•  This  morning  at  half  pad 

eight  o'clock,  the  following- 
convicts  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
viz.  Thomas  Burrows,  Benjamin 
Eyres,  and  Richard  Wright,  alias 
Brent,  John  Kelley,  Thomas  La- 
tham, and  Thomas  Moreton. — 
Juft  before  they  were  turned  off, 
Burrows  threw  a  paper  among  the 
cioud,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
the  following  words,  which  he 
fpoke  with  an  audible  voice:  "  I 
am  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn 
of  the  crime  which  I  am  about  to 
fufFer  for  :  however,  1  hope  to  re- 
ceive mercy  from  my  gracious 
God.  I  forgive  my  profecutors, 
ajid  pray  God  to  do  the  fame." 
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ExtraS   cf  a    Later  front   L 
Jan.  25. 

**  Th?  Eari  of  Buckingham,  who 
embarked  at  Holvhead  lail  night, 
d  fafe  in  this  port  this  morn- 
ing. His  Iordfhip  was  received  at 
landing  by  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, fherifffi  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.     The  foot   I 

•  i  the  (Ireet,  through 
.  attended  by  a 
fquadron  of  dragoons,  proceeded 
to  the  caflle  ;  and  the  council  hav- 
ing Ik  en  fummoned  to  meet  at 
ip  was  in- 
troduced in  form  to  Lord  Har- 
ccurt,  who  received  hiin,  fitting, 
und<:r  I  >py  of  llate,   in    the 

prefence   chamber;    from    whence 
a  pro  ,  made  to  the  coun- 

cil chamber,  where  his  lor.'. 
com  minion  was  read,  and  the 
oaths  administered  to  him  ;  after 
.  hi  Iordfhip  having  re  .  - 
ed  the  fword  from  L^rd  Harcourt, 
the    g  ns   in    his    majefly's 

park    the  Phoenix  were  fi 
anfwered  by  the  regiments  on  duty, 
which  were  drawn    up  in    C< 
Green.       I  "-.'ncy    then   re- 

ceived the  compliments  of  the  no- 
bility, and  other  perfons  of  distinc- 
tion." 

Leeds,  Jan.  28.  The  following 
affair  happened  on  Monday  the 
13th  hilt,  at  Lincoln:  a  match 
having  been  made  to  fight  for 
five  guineas  a  fide  between 
James  Cheaven,  the  noted  bruifer 
of  Lincoln,  and  Benjamin  Wike, 
of  Barnfley,  in  York  (hire  ;  in  the 
firft  engagement  Wike  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  arm  ;  af- 
ter which  they  fought  for  upwards 
of  forty  minutes,  with  various  fuc- 
cefs,  the  odds  being  fometimes  on 
the  one  fide  and,  fometimes  on  the 
other ;  at  laft  victory  decided  ia 
[L]  3  favour 
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favour  of  the  Yorkfhire  man  ;   his 
i'econd  afking  him  why  he  did  not 

lis  other  arm,  he  immediately 
{hewed  it  to  the  company.  The 
c  entbmen     of    Lincoln    were     lo 
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to  be  the  only  defcenclant   left    of 
the  Prote&or  Cromwell. 

John  Rofs,'  L  L.  D.  Profeflbr 
cf  languages  in  the  king's  univer- 
fity  of  Aberdeen.       lis  death  wa3 


pleafed   with  this   man's  courage,     occafioned  by  fwallowing  a  fpider, 
that  they  made  him  a  very  hand-     in  a  glafs  of  claret.     Upon  diflec 


fome  fubfeription,  and  got  him  a 
I  furgeon  to  fet  his  arm,  and 
:ar  he  is  likely  to  do  well. 

oth  inftant,  Spranger 
;;  cf  Covent  -  garden 
theatre.  He  was  born  in  St.  War- 
;*..,  Dublin,  Nov.  20. 
1719.  He  ir.ade  his  firft  appear- 
ance on  the  ftage  in  1744,  in  the 
characler  of  Othello,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  aitcnifhing  applaufe. 
In  1746,  he  came  over  to  England, 
and  was  at  firft  engaged  at  Drury 


ting,  his  ftomach  was  found  to  be 
ulcerated,  and  extended  beyond 
the  ordinary  fize. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mctealf,  aged  near 
ioo.  P.eclor  of"  Toft  and  Hard- 
vvicke,  both  irt  Cambridgelhire. 


FEBRUARY 

A    man    who   calls  himfelf 


James   Hill,    othcrwife    John  *' "'  ' 
lane,  which  he  afterwards  quitted     the   Painter,    was   brought   to    the 


Public  Office  in  Bow-ltreet,  from 
Odiam  gaol,  in  Hampfhire,  by 
two  of  the  king's  mefiengers,  be- 
ing fufpectcd  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock-vard  at  Portfmouth.     He  was 


for  Covcnt-garden.     In  his  pi 
he  was   by  much   the    fineft  figure, 
in  pur  time  at  leafl,   upon  the  Bri- 
tiih   llage  ;   to  this,  -he  poffefTed  a 
fuperiority  cf  voice;  an   engaging 
manlv  addrefs,   with  powerful   and  examined  before  Sir  John  Fielding 
communicating     feelings.       Thus  and  feveral  of  the  1  srds  of  th 
eminently  gifted     by    nature,     he  miraky,  who  defiicd   him    to  dif- 
turned  his  attention   very  properly  clofe  all  he  knew  of  the  affair,  and 
to  the  pathetic  character  of  tragedy,  difcover  his  accomplices,  fo  as 
and  the  fine  gentleman  Of  tomedy  j  might  be   brought  to  juftice,  and 
in  both  of  which  lines  we  will  ven-  feveral  queitions  were   aficed  him, 
ture  to  fay  he   had   not  his  equal,  but    he  refufed    to    give    anv    an- 
if  we  except  jVlr.    Garrick,    with  fwer.      He    was     apprehended    at 
whom,  during  a  long   conteft,  he  Hook,    in    Hampfhire,    and  com- 
in  a  great  meafure  divided  the  ap-  mitted  to  Odiam  gaol,  on  Sunday 
plaufe  of  the  town'.  fe'nnight,  for  breaking  into  alinen- 
Capt.  Symons,  of  Stepney,  whn,  draper's   (hop   at   Calne,  in  Wilt- 
havir-q;    no   relations    left    5 cool,  fhire,  and    ilealing   feveral    things 
for    the   benefit  of  feamen   in   the  of   value. — A     veffel,     containing 
merchants  fervice.  fome  fpirits  of  tarpentine,  a  paper 
Dr.  Robert  Brown,  at  Utrecht,  with     gunpowder,     a    tinder-box, 
nrent  from    the   King    of    Great-  matches,  &c.   were   found  on   him 
Britain,  and  paftor  of  the  Englifh  when  taken,  which  were  produced, 
church  in  that  city.  as    were  feveral  pamphlets  written 
Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,   aged  92,  by  two   gentlemen,  which  he   faid 
of  Hampton  Court  Park,  thought  he  mould  abide 

5  S:h.   This 
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0  ,  This  evening's  Gazette 
otn.  j  i     r      f 

contains  an  addreis  or  congra- 
tulation to  his  majeiiy,  from  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  burgefTes,  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Stockton  upon  Tees,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  upon  the  ra- 
pid progrefs  of  his  majelty's  arms 
in  America. 

A  few  days  ago,  fome  navy  lieu- 
tenants were  again  under  the 
cuitody  of  a  peace  officer,  for  af- 
faulting    Stephen    Richardfon,    in 

Leaden hall-lireer. Mr.  Gates, 

the  Try  mariha!,  being  prelcnt, 
executed  his  orders,  and  brought 
them  before  the  lord-mayor,  when 
Captain  Kirke,  the  regulating  offi- 
cer, attended.  After  Richardfon 
had  made  his  complaint,  the  de- 
fendants produced  a  warrant  from 
the  admiralty,  backed  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Harley,  by  way  of  j  uni- 
fication.  The  lord-mayor,  how- 
ever, would  not  receive  it  as  a  fuffi  - 
cient  anfvver  to  the  charge;  he 
faid,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  aldermen,  that  was  no  au- 
thority to  commit,  within  the  ju- 
rifdiction  of  the  city,  any  violence 
upon  the  perfon  of  a  Britilh  fub- 
jecl  ;  that  he  considered  the  lieu- 
tenants to  have  acted,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  in  pofl'eflion 
of  fuch  a  warrant  ;  and  therefore, 
if  Richardfon  mould  infill:  upon  a 
prcfecinion,  he  would  call  upon 
the  defendants  for  bail.  Richard- 
ion  declined  any  further  proceed- 
ings, fo  the  matter,  of  courfe,  fell 
to  the  ground. 

Richardfon  was  going  out  of  the 
room,  when  Lieutenant  Hills  ex- 
prefled  his  determination  toe  take 
him  on  board  the  tender,  infilling 
that  he  was  impreiTed  under  a  law- 
ful authority  :  this  revived  the  con- 
fuiion    afrefh.       The    lord-mayor 
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declared  his  refolution  to  keep 
the  man  out  of  their  hands, 
and,  to  effect  it,  directed  him  to 
flay  in  the  room.  Capt.  Kirke 
begged  for  a  copy  of  the  refolu- 
tion of  the  court  of  aldermen  :  this 
the  lord  mayor  objected  to,  till  he 
had  advifed  with  the  recorder  ;  his 
lordlhip  offered  to  have  it  read 
from  the  journals  ;  but  this  the 
captain  thought  would  be  giving 
unnecefTary  trouble,  as  his  memory 
would  hardly  be  able  to  retain  the 
precife  words.  Thus  the  matter 
ended. 

His     majefly    has     been         ., 
i     r  j  .  .  .     \     i  i  ctri. 

plealed  to  grant  to  Andrew 

Robinfon  Stony,  Efq;  and  Mary 
Eleanor  Bowes,  Countefs  of  Strath- 
more,  his  royal  licence  to  ufe  the 
faid  firname  of  Bowes,  purfuant  to 
the  will  of  the  countefs's  father. 

The  barons  of  the  exche-  . 

nth. 
quer  gave  their  opinion  on 

a  motion  made  la  it  term,  for  a  new 
trial  in  the  great  caufe  between  Sir 
James  Lowther,  tart,  and  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland.  That  long 
con  left  was  then  finally  determined 
in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land. 

This   being  the  laft  day  , 

i  ^ '  ii 
of  Lli'ary   term,    the   three 

publiihers  were  brought  from  the 
King's-Bench  prifon  to  the  court 
of  King's-Eench,  Weitnuniier,  to 
receive  judgment  for  printing  the 
advertifemerit  of  the  :cnal 

fociety,  when  they  were  fined 
look  each,  and  ordered  to  be  dif- 
charged. 

Bank  cf  England,  Feb.  18. 
Hyman  Ilaacs,  otherwife  Hyam 
Baron,  fome  time  fince  apprehend- 
ed at  Calcar,  in  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jelty's dominions,  was  executed  at 
Oftend  for  uttering  notes  forged  in 
imitation  of  the  notes  of  the  go- 
[L]  4  vernor 
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vernor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England,  Every  court  in  Eu- 
rope fhewed  their  zeal  for  bring- 
ing this  villain  to  condign  punilh- 
menf. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Piatt,  who  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  on  Thurf- 
day  laft,  by  Juftice  Addington,  for 
h  gh-trcafon,  was  formerly  a  plant- 
er in  the  province  of  Georgia  in 
.America.  He  is  the  firft  American 
t-iat  government  has  meddled  with. 

,  At     a    common    council 

'4  "'  held  at  Guild-hall,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  petition  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  againft  a  bill 
depending  in  the  houfe,  intituled, 
a  bill  to  empower  his  majefty  to 
fecure  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fulpected  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon,  &c.  which  motion  was 
unanimously  refolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

,  Saturday     morning     Dr. 

Dodd  was  brought  to  the 
bar  at  the  Old- Bailey,  to  be  tried 
for  forging  a  bond  for  42.00I.  in 
the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
fkld  ;  when  the  arguments  of  the 
counfel  commenced  on  the  proprie- 
ty of  admitting  Mr.  Robinfon,  the 
broker,  an  evidence,  which  at  la  ft 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  trial  of  the 
doctor  went  on,  and  Iafted  about 
feven  hours,  when  the  jury  brought 
in  their  verdict,  guilty,  death. 

,  Was  executed  at  Tyburn 

*  '  Peter  Tolofa,  a  Spaniard, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mary  Ca- 
therine Sophia  Duarzey,  a  young 
French  woman,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  fome  time  ;  and  on  fome  dif- 
ference had  accufed  her  before  a 
magillrate  of  taking  his  money; 
and  on  her  way  to  prifon  he  fol- 
lowed, and  ftabbed  her  with  a  long 
bladed  knife  a  little  above  the  col- 
lar bone,   of  which  wound  fh.;  in- 


ftantly  died.  He  was  attended  to 
the  place  of  execution  by  the  un- 
der fheriff.  About  twelve  o'clock 
his  body  was  brought  back  to  Sur- 
geons-hall for  difieftion. 

The  feifions  ended  at  the  ,  1 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fob  2°  * 
lowing  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  William  Lavy,  fen. 
and  Sarah  Parker,  who  were  con- 
victed in  Oftober  feifions,  for 
counterfeiting  the  filver  coin  ;  Lavy 
is  to  be  hanged,  and  Parker  burnt; 
John  Hunt,  for  mooting  at  and 
wounding  Thomas  Armond  ;  Jo- 
feph  Vv'iiion,  for  robbing  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fleming  on  the  highway  of  a 
guinea;  Daniel  Denny,  for  alter- 
ing the  number  in  a  lottery  ticket, 
and  John  Hurl':,  for  counterfeiting 
the  iiamp  of  a  lion,  ufed  by  the 
worfhipful  company  of  Goldimiths 
to  mark  gold  and  fiver  plate  ;  24 
prifon ers  were  oidered  to  be  fent 
to  hard  labour,  in  raifing  fand, 
&c.  from  the  Thames;  J3  to  be 
branded  and  kept  to  hard  labour 
in  the  houfe  of  correction  ;  and 
three  to  hard  labour  in  the  fame 
place  for  three  years  ;  and  three 
to  be  branded  and  imprifoned  in 
Newgate ;  five  to  be  branded  and 
discharged  ;  feven  privately  whipt; 
and  20  difcharged  by  proclama- 
tion. 

Same  day  John  Life,  Edward 
Gofwell,  and  Valentine  Fuller, 
George  Charles  Parlor,  •  :.nd  Charles 
Davis,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Bonn,  Jan  16.  Yeilerday  morn- 
ing, about  three  o'clock,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  palace,  and  burn- 
ed with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the 
two  towers,  though  one  hundred 
yards  diftant  from  each  other,  were 
confumed  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.  The  principal  apartments 
and  the  chapel  are  entirely  burnt ; 

only 
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only  the  two  wings  are  faved,  which 
contain  the  elector'-,  apartment,  the 
gallery,  and  the  cabinet  of"  natural 
curiofnies,  on  one  fide,  and  the 
fine  apartment  f</r  llrangers  on  the 
other  ;  the  lols  is  eftimated  at 
above  200,000 1.  iterling.  About 
twelve  per  Ion  8  are  loit  in  the 
flames,  or  killed  by  the  falling-in 
of  the  floors,  while  fhey  were  en- 
deavouring to  lave  the  archives. 

O  1 

1  he  Aurora,  John  Hutchinfon 
mailer,  late  the  Oxford,  of  Glaf- 
gow,  taken  by  the  rebels,  with  a 
party  of  the  7 ill  regiment  on 
board,  and  carried  into  Virginia, 
is  brought  into  Liverpool,  laden 
wiih  512  hog'iieads  of  tobacco,  on 
account  of  the  Corigrefs,  and  bound 
I  or   Bourdeaux.      She  was 

n::vigjted  by  it;  men,  and  had  a 
OQ  board,  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  fupercargo  ;  eight  of  the 
were  Englifhmen,  and  had 
all  been  prlfoners  in  America. 
About  the  longitude  of  16  VV.  and 
in  lat.  47,  William  Turner,  boat- 
fwain  of  a  fhip,  and  v.  ho  had  pre- 
vioufiy  founded  the  inclinations  of 
the  Englifh  failors,  and  found  them 
willing  to  aiiill  in  Icizing  the  veffel 
and  carrying  her  to  England,  fe- 
curcd  the  captain  and  fupercargo 
in  the  cabin,  while  his  companions 
fecured  the  American  failors  upon 
deck  ;  they  were  all  foon  over- 
powered, and  Turner,  who  took 
the  command,  fhaped  his  courfe  for 
Liverpool,  where  he  arrived  the 
29th  initant. 

Ccnftantinople,  'Jan.  8 .  The  Porte, 
after  naving  made  every  conceflion 
that  could  reafonably  be  expected, 
rather  than  break  with  the  Periians, 
has  been  conltrained  at  length  to 
declare  war  againft  them  the  3d. 
initant.  What  gives  caufe  to  hope 
for  fuccefs  is,  that  many  chans  un- 


der the  Perfian  government,  jea- 
lous of  the  increafe  of  the  regent's 
power,  have  lhewed  a  difpofition 
to  join  the  Porte  againlt  him,  and 
that  Prince  Heraclius,  who  has 
had  a  conference  with  the  grand 
vizir,  will  join  them  againlt 
Ptnia. 

Henna,  Jan.  12.  By  the  Iateft 
advices,  the  Perhans  have  taken 
Bagdat,  and  put  a  ltrong  garrifon 
into  that  place  ;  and  the  fame  ac- 
counts add,  that  they  are  beiieging 
Aleppo. 

ice,  Jan.  iS.  On  the  115th 
initant  the  Council  of  Ten  publilh- 
ed  the  fentence  palTed  againlt  the 
Sieur  Spiridioni  Ballamo,  of  the 
iiland  or  Zante,  heretofore  Calcu- 
lator-General of  the  Levant,  and 
Andrew  Tiliano,  late  Grefher  at 
Corfu,  for  being  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  trull  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  and  defrauding  the  public 
ue  ;  particularly  the  former, 
who  is  banifhed  from  all  the  do- 
minion's of  this  Republic,  on  pr.in 
ot  being  hanged  if  taken,  and  a 
reward  of  4000  ducats  is  offered 
to  whoever  fhall  take  or  kill  him, 
together  with  the  privilege  of  de- 
livering a  criminal  who  is  banifhed 
or  committed  to  prilon,  unlefs  it 
be  for  a  crime  againlt  the  ftate,  or 
robbery  ;  and  if  the  perfon  (hould 
happen  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  at- 
tempt, his  heirs  fhall  be  intitled 
to  the  fame  reward.  In  the  mean 
time  the  laid  Spiridioni  Balfamo 
is  to  have  his  name  erafed  out  of 
the  noble  council  of  the  city  of 
Zante,  and  his  houfe  at  Corfu  to 
be  intirely  pulled  down,  and  no 
other  houfe  or  manufactory  to  be 
erected  on  the  fpot,  but  inllead 
thereof  a  column  is  to  be  erected 
upon  the  molt  confpicuous  part,  on 
which  are  to  be  inscribed  his  crime 

and 


iyo] 

and  condemnation  ;  and,  in  order 
to  render  his  punilhment  the  more 
exemplary,  a  Hone  with  the  fame 
inscription  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
Chamber  of  Accompts.  All  his 
effects  are  declared  to  be  confifcat- 
ed,  and  all  contracts  which  he 
has  entered  into  fmce  the  8th 
cf  March,  1770,  are  hereby  ren- 
dered invalid. 

Paris,  Feb.  3.  Jt  appears,  that 
in  order  to  avoid  all  remonftrances 
from  the  parliament,  the  govcrn- 
rr.'-T,:  intends  to  make  ufe  of  the 
credit  of  particular  ftates,  by  a 
new  loan  of  twenty-fix  millions. 
The  ftates  of  Languedoc,  are  to 
raife  twelve,  thofe  of  Burgundy 
eight,  and  the  order  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fix,  which  are  to  be  applied 
to  pay  off  fome  debts,  the  intereft 
of  which  is  too  burthenfome. 

Hamburgh,  Feb.  7.  Our  letters 
from  Peterfburgh  give  an  account 
cf  the  revenues  and  expences  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  ;  the  former 
of  which  amount  to  the  annual 
fum  of  17,130,6:8  roubles,  and 
the  latter,  including  penfions,  pre- 
fents,  &c.  amount  to  14,208,557 
roubles.  In  the  account  of  the  re- 
venues the  fpecie  current  in  the 
empire  is  not  reckoned,  on  account 
of  the  great  variation  in  it,  and 
that  part  of  it  particularly  regards 
the  mines. 

Extract    cf  a    Letter   from    Lijbon, 
Feb.   2 1 . 

"  The  marriage  cf  his  royal  high  - 
nefa  the  Prince  of  Beira,  with  her 
roval  highnefs  the  Infanta  Maria 
Francifca  Eenedicla  his  aunt,  was 
folemnized  this  afternoon  at  four 
o'clock.  After  the  ceremony,  all 
the  royal  family  were  admitted  into 
the  king's  apartment  to  kifs  his 
Btajefty's  hand  :  from  whofe  pre- 
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fence   they  retired   very  much  af 
feted. 

His  mod  faithful  majefty  has, 
for  fome  weeks  pall,  fuffered 
extremely  under  his  diforder ; 
which,  terminating  in  a  drop- 
fy,  increafed  within  thefe  few 
days  fo  rapidly,  that  on  Sunday 
lafl  his  majelly's  life  was  defpaired 
of  ;  and  on  Monday  the  24th 
inflant,  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  his  majefty  expired,  to  the 
great  grief  of  ail  the  royal  family. 

The  Princefs  of  Brafil  being  im- 
mediately informed  of  this  melan- 
choly event,  prepared  to  receive 
the  miniilers  of  ltate,  who  killed 
her  hand  as   fovereign." 

Difd,  Mrs.  Vane,  widow,  of 
Errington  in  Leicefterfnire,  aged 
ic8. 

Samuel  Turner,  Efq;  late  alder- 
man of  Tower-vvard,  and  lord 
mayor  in  the  year  1769. 

Mr.  John  Bulien,  yeoman,  of 
Deal,  in  Kent,  a  defcendant  from 
the  ancient  family  which  gave  a 
queen  to  Henry  VIII. 

William  Williams,  of  Cwmyoy, 
in  Monmouthfhire,  labourer,  whofe 
appearance  of  extreme  poverty  bad 
induced  an  humane  landlady,  the 
preceding  night,  to  lodge  him  in 
her  houfe,  as  a  deed  of  charity. 
In  the  morning  he  was  found  dead 
in  bed,  and  the  extraordinary 
weight  of  fome  part  of  his  cloth- 
ing, on  moving  it,  occafioned  an 
examination  of  the  whole,  when 
the  following  pieces  and  furr.s  of 
money  were  cut  out  of  his  patched 
and  ragged  apparel,  no  part  of 
which  was  unprovided,  viz.  57 
guinea?,  28  half-guineas,  6  quar- 
ter guineas,  one  36s.  piece,  ont  27s. 
piece,  and  one  18s.  piece,  18I.  Ss. 
in  filver,  and  5s.  old.  in  copper. 


CHRONICLE. 


[171 


Hugh  Kelly,  Efq;  a  native   of 
Ireland.     His   original  occupation 
wa^that  or"  a  Stay-maker,   v 
he  quitted  early  in  life,   and  ': 
force  of  his  own  genius,  attained  a 
confiderable  reputation  as  a  literary 
character  ;  at  the  time  of  hi:,  death 
he  was   alfo  become  a   refpefl 
practitioner  at  the  bar.     His  dra- 
matic  performances   were  rt . 
with  great   applaufe,  zrd  his   fer- 
vices,  as  a  political  v,   i 
cured  him  a  handfome  ftij 
government. 


3d. 


M  ARCH. 

This  day  the  following  bills 
received   the  royal   affent    by 
commifficn,  viz. 

The  bill  to   enable  his   majefty 
to  detain  and  fecure  perfons  c 
ed  with  high  treaibn   in  America, 
or  on  the  Teas  for   piracy. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  iords  cf  the 
admiralty  to  grant  letters  of  marque 
to  private  fhips  of  war,  or  mer- 
chants fhips,  to  make  reprifals  on 
all  inips  belonging  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  that  are  now  in  ac- 
tual rebellion  againft  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

The  bill  for   regulating  the  af- 
fairs   of   the  I  company, 
as  well  in   Europe  as  in  India,  fo 
far  as  relates   to  aJterini 
for  the  choice  of  d  1    El 

The  bill  to  Mr.  Hart- 

ley's patent,  for  his  invention  of 
iron  plates  to  prevent  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  fires. 

And  alio  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure.  naturalization,  and  private 
bills. 

Extra:!  of  a  Letter  frcm  Barcelona, 
Feb.  10. 
ft    Oar    cuilom-houfe    is    burnt 


.  goods  therein  belonging 
.  of  upwards  ofhalf 
lion    of    piaftres    value;    all 
cpt  corn   and   fifh,    im- 
ported into  Spain,   are  deposited  in 
the   cuftom-houfe  till    the   duty   is 
raw  filk  till  deliver- 
he  manufacturer ;  the  alarm 
of  the   fire  was  given  on    M< 
c        ing  at  one  o'clock  ;   it  was  till 
ck  the  next  day,    before 
r.d   of  fteps   were  taken    to 
extinguish    it,    znd    then    only  one 
engine    was     brought     out, 
which    was    of  no    manner  of  ufe. 
,   rot  accuftomed  to 
res  cf  this  kind,  ftood  aghaft, 
looking  on,    and   faw    every  thing 
confumed.     No   doubt,    many   ef- 
might   have  been  faved,    had 
a  littl  been  ufed   at  firft. 

Numbers  of  merchants  and  traders 
will  be  ruined  by  this  accident  ; 
the  fire  continues  burning,  but, 
the  cuftom-houie  being  a  detached 
building,  it  cannot  fpread  far- 
ther." 

They  write  from  Paris,  that  Mr. 
Silas    Deane,     the   plenipotentiary 
from   the  American  congrefs,    left 
that  capital  the  2  !  ft:  ult.    and  was 
gone  to  Leghorn,  from  which  place 
It  Venice,  and  other 
;  Italian  ftates. 
The    family  of  the  late  Count 
are  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
ion  of  the  procefs  which  ter- 
minated in  his  execution.    M.  Vol- 
interefts  himfelf  much  in  ths 
affair. 

Was  heard  before  the  lords 
a  Scotch  appeal,  wherein  Eli- 

i  Rols,  widow,  was  appel- 
lant, and  David.  Rofs,  Efq;  come- 
dian, her  brother,  was  refpondent. 
David  Rofs  had  been  cut  off  bv  his 
father  with  a  (hilling,  on  account 
of  his  taking  to  the  iiage,  and  his 

fiiler 
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filler  was  left  fole  heirefs  ;  but  he 
fued  and  obtained  a  verdid  in 
Scotland  for  all  the  out- Handing 
bond-debts,  which  were  confider- 
able. — The  lords  confirmed  the 
decree. 

At  Bow  ftreet,  before  Sir 
John     Fielding,     and     the 

magiftrates, Dignam,  Eiq; 

was  charged   by  Mr.  Clarke,  with 
defrauding  him  of  various  fums  of 
money,  under  the  pretence  of  pro- 
curing him  a  place   under  govern- 
nment.      Mr.  Clarke  depofed  that 
he   became   acquainted    with    him 
accidentally  in  June  1776,  and  that 
from    his   ditcourfe,   he  underftood 
he  was  a  gentleman  in  fome  capital 
employ  under  the  crown,  who  had 
it  in  his  power  to  difpole  of  places ; 
and  concluded  the  pnfoner   might  . 
lerve  him,  as  he  wanted  a  place  in 
one  of  the  offices.     That  the  pri- 
soner propofed  to  him   a  lucrative 
place  in  the  Iriih  Cuftoms,   which 
he    faid    had    been    polTeiTed   by  a 
Mr.  Clutterbuck,   who   was  dead  ; 
and  that  he  had  given  him  at  dif- 
ferent times  in   money   and    notes 
(and  efpecialiy  on  Sept.  5,  14I.  is. 
for  leave  of  abience  from   the  laid 
place)  to  the  amount  of  1200I.  is. 
on  account  of  the  faid  place,  which 
the  pnfoner  called,  clerk  of  his  ma- 
jeity's  cuicoms  at  Dublin.      A    pa- 
per  was    read,    produced  by    Mr. 
Clarke,    purporting  to  be  a  certifi- 
cate and  warrant  of  the  faid  clerk- 
fhip,  numbered  24,897  Iriih,  Har- 
teurt,    Lieutenant^   directed  to  jfohu 
Clarke,   Efq;   en^iing  him    to   all 
profits,     &c.     belonging    to     that 
place  ;    fubferibed  Weymouth,    Cle- 
veland Ro-iv,  and  witneffed  E.Daiv; 
all  which  former  money,  Mr.  Clarke 
gave  the  prifoner,  in  cenfequence 
of"    his    receipt    of  that    warrant, 
7 
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which,  when  he  (hewed  to  Sir 
Stanier  Porten,  proved  to  be  a  for- 
gery. 

Jofiah  Browne,  Efq;  charged 
the  prifoner  with  another  fraud  of 
the  like  kind.  Mr.  Browne  depof- 
ed, that  the  prifoner  was  recom- 
mended to  him  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
that  the  prifoner  told  him  he  had 
the  difpofal  of  the  place  of  Gazette- 
writer  to  the  minillry,  which  he 
would  procure  for  him  for  ioocI. 
which  difpofal,  the  prifoner  faid, 
was  conferred  on  him  for  fome  me- 
ritorious fervice  he  had  then  lately 
done  the  government ;  and  that 
Mr.  Frazer,  the  prefent  Gazette- 
writer,  was  to  refign.  This  place 
Mr.  Clarke  was  commifiioned  by 
Mr.   Browne     to    treat    for,     who 

.  agreed  for  1000I.  with  the  prifon- 
er ;  which  agreement  Mr.  B.  rati- 
fied by  giving  drafts  for  the  money, 
inclusive  of  which  was  137I.  as  a 
difcharge  of  office-fees.  Another 
warrant  fimiiar  to  the  former  was 
read,  dated  17  George  III.  durante 
bene  placito,  iigned  alio  Weymouth. 
Mr.  Daw,  clerk  in  Lord  Wey- 
mouth's office,  depofed,  in  both  the 
cafes,  that  it  was  no  official  inftru- 
ment,  nor  his  Iordihip's  writing:  an 
imprefiion,  imitating  a  itamp,  was 
alio  on  the  warrant,  which  proved 
to  be  the  reverfe  of  a  guinea.  The 
prifoner  had  alfo  tendered  an  oath 
to  Mr.  Browne  to  refign  all  papers 
in  cafe  of  difmiffion,  and  purging 
himfelfof  all  felonies,  &c.   by  way 

of  qualification. 

Jt  is  faid  that  this  impoftor  was 

once   on  the  penfion  lift   of  Lord 
Weymouth,  and  received,   for  the 

benefit  of  his  fecret  fervices,  300I. 

per  annum,  clear  of  all  deductions. 

That  he  might  appear  deferving  of 

the  encouragement  he  met  with, 

he 
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he  is  reported  to  have  laid  an  in- 
formation againil  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  charging  that 
gentleman,  during  his  refidence  in 
England,  with  b.ing  a  lpy  from 
the  court  of  France.  He  was  af- 
terwards convicted  for  thele  frauds, 
and  fentenced  to  five  years  labour 
on  the  Thames. 

,  Mr.    Eurke    moved     the 

3  '  Houfe,  that  a  bill  might 
be  brought  in  for  the  more  effec- 
tually (eenring  his  majeltVs  dock- 
yards, Sec.  when  a  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  prepared  agreeable  to  the  faid 
motion. 

,  About   one   o'clock,   the 

**"    '    poll     for    Newcaftle 
finally  clofed,    when   the   numbers 
were, 

For  Sir  John  Trevylian,  1163 

Andrew  RobinfonBowej,  Efq, 

Majority  for  Sir  John  Tre-  1 
vylian,  J      °5 

Whereupon  he  was   declared   duly 

elected. 

,        A  handfome  monument  was 
'  this  day  opened  in   the  north 

aiile  of  Weftminllcr-abbey,  on  the 

bafe  of  which    are   the    follouinj 

lines. 

Erecled  by 

The  Ealt-lndia  company, 

To  the  memcr 

Major-General  Stringer  Laurence, 

in  teilimony  of  their  gratitude 

For  his  eminent  fervices, 

In  the  command  or  their  forces 

On  the  coall  of  Coromande], 

From  tht  year  i7.'6,  to  >hc  year  1766. 

The  defign  feems  partly  explained 
by  this  epitaph  -,  it  is  a  figure  with 
proper  artriuutei,  reprcfenting  the 
Fall-India  company  pointing  to  a 
bufto  of  the  Gerser.il,  and  direc- 
ting Fame  to  record  thofe  aclions, 
Which  have  induced  her  to  honour 
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his  memory  in  this  public  man- 
ner: Fame  receiving  her  com- 
mands, has  engraved  the  following 
words  on  a  fhield  : 

Difcipline  eftablifhed, 
FortreiTes  protected, 
Settlements  extended, 
;:^h  and  Indian  armies 

Defeated, 

And  peace  concluded 

In  the  Carnatic. 

In  the  centre  is  a  view  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly,  in  Baflb  Relievo,  the  prin- 
cipal feat  of  war  at  that  period; 
and  at  the  feet  of  the  company, 
trophies  and  ffandards  of  the 
French,  Maratoes,  and  Myforeans. 
The  epitaph  is  wrote  by  Mr.  Orme, 
the  fculpture  executed  by  Mr. 
Tyler. 

The  Chavalier  Pinto, 
Envoy  extraordinary  from 
the  court  of  Portugal,  notified  to 
the  king  the  death  of  the  late 
King  of  Portugal,  and  prefented 
credentials  from  his  new  fovereign, 
Mary,   the  prefent  queen. 

The  royal  aiTent  was  giv-  . 

en,  by  commiifton,   to 

The  bill  for  improving  the  na- 
vigation of-the  Thames  from  Lon- 
don-bridge to  Staines. 

For  licencing  a  playhoufe  a* 
Chefter. 

For  building  a  bridge  over  Se- 
vern,  near  Gloucelter. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  comb- 
ing wool. 

For  continuing  the  duty  on  beer 
in  the  town  of  Burnt  liland,  in 
Scotland. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  the 
meafuremeiu  of  co. 

For  recovering  fmall  debts  in 
Halifax,  Bradford,  Kighley,  Bing- 
ley,  Sec. 

For  enclofing  Enfield  Chace. 

For  exempting  from  toll  cattle 
going 
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cattle  going  to.  water   or   p  allure ;  out  of  the  city  of  London;  and 
with  fome  private  bills.  that  consequently   the  detention  of 
One  John  Millachip,     freeman  this  man  is  not  warranted  by  law. 
and  liveryman    of  London,   being  I  am,    therefore,    ordered   by    the 
impreffed,   Alderman' Bull  wrote  to  court,    to    requeft    your  lordfhips, 
the  admiralty  board,  requeuing  his  that  the  laid  John  Millachip  may 
difcharge  ;    to    which  Philip  Ste-  be  immediately  discharged." 
phens,  Efq;  Secretary  -to  the  admi-  Refolved,   ««  That  the  laid  letter 
ralty,   by  command,  returned    for  be  tranferibed,  and  figned  by  the 
anfwer,   that   their  lordjhips  aid  not  town  clerk,   and   by  him  prefented 
apprehend  bis  being   a  freeman   and  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty." 
liveryman   of  London    exempted  him  A  motion  was  made,  "  That  if 
•  from  being  impreffed  into  bis  majejiy's  John  Millachip  is    not    difcharged 
fervice,  if  other-wife  liable.  in  confequence  of  the  above  letter, 
In   confequence    of  this,  at  the  the  committee    be    empowered    to 
court  of  common  council  held  laft  purfue  fuch  meafures  as    they  fhall 
Tuefday  at  Guildhall,    the  follow-  think  proper  for  procuring  his  lin- 
ing motion  was  made  :  mediate  difcharge  and  liberation  ; 
11  That  the  committee  appoint-  and  that  the  city  folicitor  do  follow 
ed   in  November  laft,   for  getting  their   directions    therein  ;"  which 
John  Tubbs,  one  of  the  city  wa-  was  agreed  to 
termen,  difcharged,  do   withdraw 
immediately,   and  prepare  a  letter 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  for  the 
difcharge    of     John    Millachip  ;" 
which   was  carried  in  the  affirma- 


tive. 


The  committee  then  withdrew, 


On  the  26th,  Philip  Stephens, 
Efq;  fecretary  to  the  admiralty, 
lent  an  anfwer  to  the  town  clerk's 
letter,  refpedting  the  detention  of 
John  Millachip,  freeman  and  li- 
veryman of  London ;  the  purport 
of  which  was,   that  their  lordihips 


and  prepared  a  letter  accordingly,  at  the  admiralty  board  think  it  ne- 

which  was  read  in  court,  and  is  as  celTary  to   acivife    with    the  crown 

follows  :  lawyers  before   they    comply  with 

"   My  lords,    by  order    of  the  the  demand,  to  know  whether  the 

lord  mayor,    aldermen,  and  com-  charter  let  up  is  in   law  a  plea   of 


mons  of  the  city  of  London  in  com- 
mon council  afiVmbled,  I  am  di- 
rected to  r.eprefent  to  your  lord- 
fhips,  that  John  Millachip,  a  free- 
man and  liveryman  of  London, 
hath  been  impreffed  into  his    ma- 


exemption. 

A     very    extraordinary       ~r 
complaint  W2S  made  to   Sir 
John  Fielding,   relating  to  an  Ita- 
lian imDoftor,   who  has   lately  h-id 
the  addrefs  to  rake  in  a  lady  of  for- 


jelly's    fea   fervice  :     that    without     tune    for  upwards  of   5C0I.    under 
taking   into   the   idea  the    general     pretence  of  trardrnuting  cepper  in- 


queiiion  of  the  legal:  A?^'nY 

of  pref.-i  warrant;,  they  conceive, 
that  every  citizen  of  London,  by 
charter,   E  nfirmed'by 

m  and  Mary,  is 
exempted  from  ferving,  in  any 
capacity,  againft   his    inclination, 


to  gold.  Thir  pretender  to  alchy- 
my  conllrudcd  an  elaboratory  in 
the  lady's  houfe,  into  which  he 
brought  his  family,     '  -.lived 

upon    her  for    a  coi  .  time 

alter  not  being  found 
cognizable  by   the    bench,    Irorn 

fome 


~* 
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forne  peculiar  clrcumftances,  which  mitted  for  a  year,  without  bail  or 

fhewed   the  complainant  had  been  inainprize,     for  the  firft   offence ; 

moil   egregioufly   duped,   fhe   was  and,  for  every  fecond  or  fubfequent 

advifed  to  bring  her  action  at  com-  offence,   to  forfeit    icool.    and  be 

mon  law.  committed  for  two  years,  without 

Yesterday,  at  the  Public  Office  bail  or  mainprize.' 
in  Bow-ftreet,  one  Homar  was  Dif.d,  Mrs.  Latter,  bookfeller, 
placed  at  the  bar,  when  James  at  Reading  :  ihe  publiflied  a  vo- 
Hounds,  button-maker,  depofed,  lume  of  poems,  which  were  well 
that  the  prifoner  applied  to  him,  received;  likewife  a  tragedy,  en- 
about  three  weeks  ago,  to  know  if  titled,  The  Siege  of  Jerufalem, 
he  was  willing  to  go  to  France,  in  and  various  other  pieces, 
order  to  carry  on  his  bufinefs  there;  AtBiihopftrow,  her  native  place, 
and  that  he  gave  him  1 1  guineas  to  near  Warminfter  in  Wilts,  the  ce- 
pay  his  expences  upon  the  paffage,  lebrated  Juliana  Papjoy,  in  the 
and  to-difcharge  forne  fmall  debts  67th  year  of  her  age.  In  heryouth 
which  he  owed  to  different  people,  fhe  had  been  the  miltxefs  of  the  fa- 
Mr.  Clark  depofed,  That,  hearing  mous  Nafh  of  Bath,  and  after  her 
of  the  affair,  he  went  to  the  Swan  reparation  from  him,  ihe  took  to  a 
with  Two  Kecks  in  Lad-lane  on  very  uncommon  way  of  life.  Her 
.  where  he  faw  the  pri-  principal  residence  {he  took  up  in  a 
loner,  with  Hounds,  in  the  Dover  large  hollow  tree,  now  Handing 
coach;  upon  which  he  apprehend-  within  a  mile  of  Warminster,  on 
ed  the  former,  and  found  a  num-  a  lcck  of  ft  raw,  refolving  never 
ber  of  letters  in  his  pocket-book,  more  to  lie  in  a  bed;  and  fhe  was 
which  were  produced,  and  one  of  as  good  as  hei  ...  :he  made 
which  was  a  letter  of  advice  to  a  that  tree  her  habitation  for  between 
Frenchman  at  Paris,  acquainting  thirty  and  forty  years,  unlefs  when 
him,  that  he  had  put  on  board  the  fhe  made  her  ihort  peregrinations 
fhip  Minerva  a  quantity  of  arti-  to  Bath,  Briftol,  arid  the  gentie- 
cles  for  the  making  of  buttons;  men.-'  hpnfes  •  ':  and  fhe 
Mr.  Clark  alfo  found,  in  his  lodg-  then  lay  a  orouihoufe. 
ings,  upwards  of  three  hundred  _.an,  aged 
pounds  worth  of  the  Same  mate-  icy.  He  died  a  .in  Ger- 
rials.  A  meffengcr  was  imme-  many.  He  ere, 
diately  difpatched  to  prevent  the  wa  1,  play- 
failing  of  the   Minerva,   and  Ho-  ed   bei         -     .  les  II.   of  England 


mar  committed  .0  take  hia  trial,  by 
the    23d   George   II.     chap.    13  ; 
where  it  is  enacted,   '  That,  . 
perfon  (hall  contract   with,  or   in- 
duce any  manufacturer,  of  G 
Britain  or   Ireland,   to    2,0    < 
either  kingdom  into  any    foreign 
country,   not  within  the  dominions 
of  Gre,;t  Britain,   every    fuch  pcr- 


and  C  a   or    Sweden, 

and  continued   to  play  at  Paris  till 

el,EIq;  at  Hanger, 

Cornwall.       He    has     bequeathed 

.r  to  ten  old  maid;,   alike 

.  >  ten  poor  houfekeepers,  and 

a  confiderable  fum   to  the  p:.: 

ioool.    to  each  of  his  fervants  out 


fon  Shall,  on  conviction,   within  12     of  livery,   500I.   to  each  of  his  li- 
months,  forfeit  5 ool.  and  be  com-    very-fervants,    two  living:  in   his 

gift 
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gift  to  two  neighbouring  clergy- 
men, after  the  death  of  the  prefent 
incumbents,  and  his  eftate  to  a 
very  diftant  relation  his  heir  at  law  ; 
alfo,  a  very  confiderable  legacy  to 
the  wife  of  an  officer  now  on  duty 
in  America. 


APRIL. 

,  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  con- 
victs under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednef- 
day  the  1 6th  inftant,  viz.  Jofeph 
Wilfon,  William  Lavey,  fen.  and 
Elizabeth  Parker  (convifted  in  Oc- 
tober feffion).  The  laft  was  after- 
wards reprieved. 

John  Hunt,  refpited  during  his 
majefty's  pleafure.  Daniel  Denny 
was  refpited  till  the  2d  of  May. 

j  A  few  days  fince  an  appli- 
$  '  cation  was  made  by  the  city 
folicitor  to  Mr.  Juflice  Afton,  in 
the  abfence  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for 
two  feparate  writs  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus at  common  law ;  the  one  for  the 
liberation  of  John  Millachip,  a 
freeman  and  liveryman,  the  other 
on  behalf  of  John  Maund,  one  of 
the  fworn  cor.ftables  of  this  city, 
both  of  whom  have  been  lately  im- 
prelTed  into  his  majefty's  fea  fer- 
vice.  His  lordfhip  refafed  to  grant 
the  writs  as  prayed  at  common  law, 
or  any  other  wife,  than  according 
to  the  ftatute  of  the  3  ift  of  Charles 
II.  They  were  accordingly  fo 
ilTued  ;  but  became  immediately 
and  totally  ufelefs,  as  no  judge  or 
court  whatfoever  could,  when  the 
parties  were  brought  before  them, 
take  cognizance  of  the  matter  up- 
on writs  (o  granted.  In  confe- 
quence   of  this,  the  folicitor  ap- 
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plied  to  Lord  Mansfield  himfelf,  at 


Cane-Wood,  for  the  la  me  purpofe, 
v. hen  his  lordfnip  was  picafed  to 
grant  the  writs  as  prayed,  namely, 
at  common  law,  and  not  according 
to  the  ftatute.  The  writs  being 
thus  obtained,  as  defired,  were 
immediately  fentdown  to  the  Note, 
to  be  executed. 

Pans,  March  28.  Orders  are 
given  for  conftructing  two  citadels 
at  Cherbourg,  which,  when  built, 
will  make  this  port  one  of  the  beft 
in  France. 

Vienna,  dpril  2.  His  imperial 
majefty  fet  out  yefterday  morning 
for  France,  under  the  title  of 
Count  Falkenftcin,  attended  bv  the 
Counts  Cobenzel  and  Jofeph  CJ- 
loredo. 

Pans,  April  4.  One  of  the 
richeic  of  our  young  nobility,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  relation 
to  the  Duke  de  Noailles,  and  be- 
tween 19  and  20  years  of  age,  has, 
at  his  own  expence,  hired  a  fri- 
gate, and  provided  every  thing 
neceffary  for  a  voyage  to  America, 
with  two  officers  of  his  acquaint- 
ance. He  fet  out  laft  week,  having 
told  his  lady  and  family  that  he 
was  going  to  Italy,  where  the 
Countefs  de  Tefty,   his  aunt,  lives. 

Laft  night  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  at  Flaxley  Abbey,  5:n" 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  the 
feat  of  Thomas  Crawley  Boevey, 
Efq;  which  deftroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  building,  together  with 
part  of  the  furniture,  linen,  and 
wearing  apparel  of  the  family  ; 
but,  providentially,  no  lives 
loft.  It  was  fir  ft  discovered  bv  a 
carpenter  who  flept  in  the  houfe, 
and  happened  to  awake  in  time  to 
give  the  alarm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crawley  were  that  evening  in  Giou- 
celler. — The  plate,  was  laved. — It 

is 
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u  not  known  by  what  accident  the 
fire  \v3s  occafioned.  The  lofs  is 
eitimated  at  yoccl.  Flaxley  Ab- 
bey was  founded  by  Roger,  the 
fecond  Earl  of  Hereford,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Firft. 
.      ,  Mr.  Gates,  the  city  mar- 

ina!, arriied  from  Portf- 
mouth,  wi;h  John  Millachip,  free- 
man and  liveryman  of  London, 
who  was  lately  imprefied.  The 
admiral  behaved  with  the  grcateit 
politenefs  ;  and  on  the  marlhal's 
ihewing  the  writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus granted  by  Lord  Mansfield, 
immediately  ordered  Millachip 
(who  was  on  board  the  Monarch) 
\j  be  delivered  up  to  him. 

The  celebrated  David  Brown 
Dignam  during  his  confinement  in 
Tothillfield's  Bridewell,  attempted 
feveral  times  to  make  away  with 
l.imfelf.  Since  his  conviction  the 
following  particulars  relating  to 
him  have  transpired  :  —  Some  little 

time   before    Di^nam's   detection, 

•  •  • 

he  requeued   an   interview  ui;h  a 

noble  lord  in  high  office,  who  ad- 
mitted him  to  a  private  audience, 
when  he  faid,  that  he  had  unhap- 
pily engaged  in  a  confpiracy  with 
iome  gentlemen  of  rank  and  for- 
tune, to  Ihoot ;  he  named 

two  noblemen,  feveral  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  two  alder- 
men, and  fome  private  gentlemen 
of  affluent  condition,  as  the  con- 
fpirators,  and  pretended  that  the 
flings  of  confluence  had  occafioned 
a  remorfe  in  his  mind,  and  that  he 
had  made  fo  ample  a  confeffion,  as 
the  only  atonement  in  his  power, 
tor  having  engaged  in  fo  villain- 
ous a  confpiracy.  Upon  being 
prefied  to  make  oath  of  the  parti- 
culars, he  declined  the  propofal 
by  faying,  "  that  the  fcherne  was 
Eot  yet  ripe  for  execution  ;  no  in- 
.    Vol.  XX.   1777. 
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convenience  could  therefore  enfue 
from  the  delay.  The  confpira- 
tors,  he  faid,  were  to  meet  that 
evening,  and  the  next  morning  he 
would  wait  on  his  lord."hip.  to  give 
him  information  of  every  particu- 
lar which  pr.;Ted.  As  he  had  men- 
tioned, the  place  of  meeting,  fpies 
v. ere  properly  placed,  but  none  of 
the  parti—  can  -,  and  bimfelf  was 
traced  to  a  brothel.  On  his  next 
day's  attendance  he  was  pr 
home  to  make  an  arnJavit  of  the 
matter,  but  put  it  01T  till  next  day, 
and  was  again  traced  to  the  bro- 
thel ;  and  when  he  waited  ialt  on 
his  iordfbip,  he  was  charged  with, 
thefe  circumflances,  and  confefied 
that  the  whole  was  a  plot  of  his 
own  invention. 

Eleven  judges  met  at  Q  , 
their  chambers  in  Serjeants 
i:.r.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  De  Grey 
being  abfent)  refpe&ing  the  legali- 
ty of  Robinfon's.  evidence  againft 
Dr.  Dodd.  The  judges  were  of 
opinion,  that  Robinfon's  evidence 
was  competent. 

On  Saturday  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol- 
lowing prifoners  received  ientence 
of  death,  viz.  Job  Filkin,  for 
flealing  a  fllver  watch  value  30s. 
and  a  metal  watch  in  a  fhagrecn 
cafe  value  30s.  the  property  of 
Wiiliam  Harrop,  in  his  dwelling- 
houfe  in  Virginia -llreet  ;  Benja- 
min Carraul,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wal- 
ker, in  Oxford- ftreet ;  Pierce  Don- 
novan,  for  privately  flealing  bank 
notes,  money,  two  gold  watches, 
and  feveral  diamond  rings,  in  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mrs.  Olivia 
Harrington,  near  Channg-crofs  ; 
David  Sheffield,  William  SnerHeld, 
and  Thomas  Baldwin,  for  a  bur- 
glary in  the  dvyclling-houfe  of  Mr. 

IM\  Thx-mas 


CHRONICLE. 


178] 

Thomas  George  Moorink,  at  Tot- 
tenham, and  Healing  feveral  filver 
fpoons  and  other  things  ;  James 
Field,  for  breaking  open  the  dwel- 
ling-houfc  of  Mr.  M'Gee,  in 
Lothbury,  by  falfe  keys,  and  Heal- 
ing thereout  a  parcel  of  needles, 
and  divers  other  goods  of  value; 
and  Mary  Thoma?,  for  uttering 
and  publishing  a  promiflbry  note, 
purporting  to  be  the  note  of  Fran- 
cis Tutte,  for  50I.  knowing  it  to 
be  forged,  with  intent  to  defraud 
Thomas  Blades.  Twenty  prifoners 
who  had  been  capitally  convicled 
and  refpited,  received  the  royal 
mercy,  on  condition  of  being  kept 
to  hard  labour  on  the  riverThames, 
and  two  women  to  hard  labour  in. 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell. 

Twelve  convicted  this  feffions, 
were  ordered  to  the  like  punifhment 
on  the  river  Thames  ;  fourteen  to 
hard  labour  in  Bridewell ;  eleven 
branded  and  imprifoned  in  New- 
gate ;  eight  branded  and  impri- 
foned in  Bridewell ;  fix  ordered  to 
be  whipt,  and  thirty-one  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

One  day  laft  week,  the 

ballaft  lighter,  working  on 
the  Eflex  coaft,  was  drove  over  the 
river  to  Woolwich  by  the  high 
wind  ;  when  fourteen  of  the  con- 
vifts  rofe  upon  their  keepers,  cut 
one  of  them  terribly  on  the  moul- 
der, and  made  their  efcape.  A 
naval  officer,  meeting  them  at 
Greenwich,  perfuaded  eight  to  re- 
turn to  their  duty  ;  but  the  other 
fix  have  not  been  fi  nee  heard  of. 
On  Thurfday  Mr.  John 

Millachip,  a  freeman  and 
liveryman  of  this  city,  lately  im- 
prefled  into  his  majelly's  fervice, 
-and  fetched  from  on  board  by  vir- 
tue of  a  Habeas  Corpus,  going 
down  the  river  about  two  o'clotk 


*3d- 


26th. 


in  the  afternoon  with  his  lighter, 
w  as  boarded  by  a  prefs-gang,  who 
took  him  away  and  carried  him 
down  the  river  to  put  him  on  board 
a  man  of  war  ;  the  committee  fat 
yeftcrday  in  the  afternoon,  and 
came  to  a  refolution  to  apply  for 
another  Habeas  Corpus,  and  to 
bring  actions  againft  the  lieutenant 
and  regulating  captain  for  detain- 
ing him. 

Extract  of  a    Letter  from   Dublin, 
April  26. 

"  The  great  queftion  concerning 
literary  property  received  yefterday 
a  final  decifion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  The  matter  in  debate 
was  about  a  favourite  opera,  called 
the  Duenna,  which  the  managers 
of  Covent-garden  alledged  they 
had  purchafed  from  Richard  Brinf- 
ley  Sheridan,  Efq;  the  author,  for 
a  certain  ftipulated  fum.  Under 
this  alignment  the  Englilh  ma- 
nagers, alledging  a  fole  and  exclu- 
five  property  in  the  piece  entitled 
the  Duenna,  complained  againft 
John  Byron  Vandermere  and  his 
partners,  adventurers  in  a  new  thea- 
tre in  Filhamble-ftreet,  for  having 
exhibited  on  their  ftage  the  faid 
piece,  called  the  Duenna,  and 
prayed  that  they  might  be  retrain- 
ed, and  enjoined  from  printing, 
publifhing,  or  acting  the  faid  piece. 
After  hearing  the  debates  on  this 
queftion  by  the  advocates  on  both 
fides,  the  lord  chancellor  gave  hi* 
fentiments  on  the  whole,  viz.  that 
the  injunction  fought  by  the  plain- 
tiffs, to  reftrain  the  acting  or  exhi- 
biting the  piece,  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  He  confined  himfelf 
merely  to  the  matter  of  afting,  as 
he  imagined  that  to  be  the  only 
object  relied  on  in  the  cafe." 

The  queftion  reflecting      „* 
the  legality  of  the  afflgn- 

raeata 
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Incnts  made  by  officers  of  their  pay, 
in  order  to  raife  money,  was  ar- 
gued, and  declared  valid. 

,  The  royal  aflent  by  com- 

*  *  miffion  was  given  to  the 
bill  for  enabling  the  city  of  Lon- 
don to  purchafe  the  tolls  of  the  ri- 
ver Thames  weftward  of  London 
Lridge,  and  within  the  liberties, 
and  to  lay  en  fmall  tolls  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

Paris,  April  z\.  The  Emperor 
of  Germany  arrived  here  on  Friday 
the  18th  inft.  and  immediately 
went  to  the  hotel  of  Monf.  the 
Count  de  Mercy  his  ambaflador. 
The  next  day  he  went  to  Ver- 
sailles, and  faw  the  queen,  who 
conducted  him  to  the  king.  He 
afterwards  vifited  the  reft  of  the 
royal  family  and  the  minilters.  On 
Monday  he  was  prefented  at  court 
under  the  chara&er  of  Count  Fal- 
kenftein. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Lijbott. 

"  The  Marquis  of  Pombal  is 
diverted  of  all  power  ;  and,  though 
this  has  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
a  voluntary  refignation,  he  is  cer- 
tainly in  difgrace.  All  his  crea- 
tures are  degraded,  and  moft  of 
them  confined.  This,  particu- 
larly, is  the  cafe  with  the  Domi- 
nican friar,  to  whofe  counfcls  the 
oppreffions  exercifed  at  Oporto,  by 
the  Portuguefe  wine  company,  over 
the  Enjjlifh,  as  well  as  the  natives, 
are  chiefly  attributed.  The  young 
prince  was,  immediately  after  the 
death  of  the  king,  taken  from  un- 
der the  tuition  of  the  Bifhop  of 
iteja. 

"  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  con- 
ceive the  joy  that  ran  through  the 
whole  kingdom  from  this  change 
in  the  ad  mini  it  rat  ion  ;  for  more 
than  twenty  years  have  the  people 
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of  this  country  been  grievoufly  op- 
preJfed  and  afflicted,  without  their 
complaints  ever  reaching  the  ears 
of  their  fovereign  ;  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  has  a  wicked  minirtep 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 
What  numbers  of  all  ranks  has  he 
(hut  up  in  dungeons,  without  their 
having  been  guilty  of  any  other 
crime  than  ftanding  in  his  way!—* 
Figure  to  yourfelf  thefe  feeding  on 
fcanty  portions  of  rotten  fardines 
(a  fifh  refembling  our  fprat)  and 
broa  (an  inferior  kind  of  bread) 
without  ever  being  indulged  with 
phyficians  or  confeffor ;  without 
any  focial  intercourfe,  without  even 
feeing  the  chearful  face  of  man. 

"  Among  thefe  we  are  pre* 
fented  with  aflriking  fpeftacle,  in 
the  perfon  of  a  fon  of  the  Marquis 
of  Tavora.  He  was  taken  intQ 
cuflody,  with  the  reft  of  the  fami- 
ly, when  he  was  only  about  four  or 
five  years  of  age ;  and,  having 
been  in  a  flate  of  confinement  ever 
fince,  without  feeing  a  human 
creature  belides  his  keeper,  he  ab- 
folutely  knows  no  language  5  has 
almort  no  ideas,  and  is,  in  every 
refpeel,  in  a  pure  flate  of  nature- 
He  remembers  nothing  of  his  pa- 
rents, or  of  his  former  fituation." 

Died  lately,  Grifel  Strath,  at 
Fyvie,    in  Scotland,  aged  102. 

Peter  Derry,  in  Dublin,  aged 
119. 

On  the  17th,  at  two  o'clock 
at  noon,  at  his  houfe  in  Granby- 
row,  after  a  lingering  illnefs, 
which  deprived  him  tcr  lome 
months  part  of  the  practice  of  his 
profeffion,  and  the  town  of  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  his  performance, 
Mr.  Henry  Woodward,  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre ;  who,  as  a  come- 
dian, long  ftood  unrivalled  in  his 
cart  of  parts ;  and,  as  a  man,  filled 

fjlf]  a  every 
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every  line  of  duty  with  honour  and     cond  difturbed  him  by    a  writ  of 
refpectability.      By    his    death   he     Ejectment,  alledging  that  he  was 


has  doled  the  lilt  of  the  old  firfl- 
rate  fet  of  performers,  and  has  left 
little  better  than  a  barren  wifh  to 
fee  them  ever  equalled.  Mr. 
Woodward,  though  only  in  his 
67th  year,  was  one  of  the  oldeft 
comedians  living;  he  played  with 
Giffard  and  Macklin,  before  Gar- 
rick  came  upon  the  ltage. 


MAY. 
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At    a    court    of   common 
council,    refo'ved,    That   the 
thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  the     argued,   that   all   the   cafes   cited, 
Right   Hon.   Sir  Fletcher  Norton,     and    arguments    advanced   againit 


not  born  in  wedlock.  The  cauie 
was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Eyre, 
and  the  plaintiffdeclared,  that  the 
defendant  was  born  one  month  and 
one  day  before  the  ceremony  was 
performed  ;  which  declaration  he 
attempted  to  fupport  by  the  tefti- 
monv  of  the  mother,  who  was  cited 
to  attend  the  trial.  The  defend- 
ant pleaded  generally ;  and,  his 
counfel  objecting  to  the  admiffibi- 
lity  of  the  mother's  evidence  (with 
which  the  judge  concurred)  a  ver- 
dict was  obtained  for  the  defendant. 
In  fupport   of  the  motion    it  was 


Knt.  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, for  promoting  and  forward- 
ing the  act  for  the  more  effectually 
improving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Thames. 

Advice  was  received,  that  the 
Lion  armed  fhip,  Lieutenant  Wal- 
ter Young  commander,  was  failed 


the  admimbility  of  a  mother's  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  baftardy  of  her 
own  child,  were  applicable  to 
children  born  in  wedlock,  and  not 
before.  Lord  Mansfield  entered 
very  largely  into  the  queition.  He 
allowed,  that,  by  the  civil,  the 
canon,  and  the  common  law  of  the 


from   Stormnefs,  in    the  North  of  land,  the  parole  evidence  of  a  pa- 

Scofland,  in  order,  if  pofhble,  to  rent   was  inadmiffible  to   affect  a 

difcover  a  north-well  pafTage  to  the  child   born   in    wedlock;    he   ob- 

Southern    Ocean.     Mr.    Lane,  an  ferved    upon    the     feveral   reafons 

eminent  mathematician,  is  retained  which  made  fuch  evidence  dange*-- 

in  this  voyage,  from    whofe  judi-  ous,     parncularly    partiality,     ca- 

cious  obfervations  on  longitude  and  price,    or   fixed   averfion  ;     which 

the   magnetical   powers  much    in-  might  induce  bad  women  to  bring 

formation  is  expected.  a  charge  impoffible  to  be  refuted  ; 

On  Thurfday  laft,    in    the  by  which  a  rightful  heir  might  be 


qth. 


court  of  King's-bench,   upon     deprived  of  his  inheritance.     His 


a  rule  to  lhew  cauie  againit  a  new 
trial,  a  queition  of  a  very  intereit- 
ing  and  fingular  nature  was  fully 
argued  ;  the  nature  of  which  was 
as  follows  : — A  gentleman  and  his 
wife  lived  together  feveral  years, 
and  had  feveral  children  ;  upon 
the  death  of  the  former,  his  eldeit 
ion  took  the  hereditary  eftate,  and 
enjoyed  thepoffeffioo,  until  the  fe- 


lordfhip  alio  mentioned  the  inde- 
cency and  illegality  of  permitting 
a  woman  to  prove  herfelf  an  adul- 
terefs,  and  thereby  fubjeel  herfelf 
to  penalties.  His  lordfhip  con- 
cluded with  denying  the  doctrine 
of  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  allowing  the 
admilTibiiity  of  the  mother's  evi- 
dence, and  ordering  the  rule  to  be 
made  abfoiute. 

7th.  The- 
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J*.  The  Prince  of  Orange  pac- 
'  '  ket,  Capt.  Story,  from  Har- 
wich to  HelvoetSluys,  was  taken 
by  the  Surprize  privateer,  Capt. 
Cunningham,  of  four  guns  a.^d  ten 
lwivels,  within  three  leagues  of  the 
coalt  of  Holland.  It  was  at  night  ; 
and  the  privateer  coming  dole 
along  fide  the  packet,  thought  (he 
made  bad  Peerage,  and  aSked  her 
if  (lie  was  coming  on  board  her, 
for  that  they  ihoukl  loon  he  foul 
of  each  other.  The  privateer  im- 
mediately laid  her  along  fide,  and 
took  her. 

8  ,  This  day  his  majefty  came 
t©  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
gave  the  royal  aSTent  to  the  bill  for 
granting  to  his  majefty  ico,oool. 
per  annum,  over  and  a  ove  the 
Sum  of  800,000 1.  granted  by  an 
ac~r  of  the  ift  of  his  majefty  s  reign, 
for  the  fupport  of  his  majeity's 
houlehold,  and  his  civil  govern- 
ment, and  to  fourteen  other  pub- 
lic and  private  fa  » 

,  W  illiam  Sheffield  and  Jo- 

Seph  Sheffield,  under  Sen- 
tence of  death  in  Newgate,  found 
means  to  break  out  of  that  prifon, 
though  the  walls  are  fix  feet  thick. 
They  were  brothers ;  and  one  of 
them  being  ill,  he  was,  out  of 
humanity,  removed  from  his  cell 
to  an  upper  room,  where  the  other 
was  fu tiered  to  attend  him.  They 
were  bricklayers,  and  in  one  night 
v  orked  their  wav  through  the 
brick-wall,  and  efcaped.  They 
have,  however,  been  retaken  and 
executed,  but  not  before  they  had 
committed  feveral  other  burglaries 
for  their  SubSiftence. 

,  A  court  of  common  coun- 

5     '     cil   was    held  yefterday    at 

Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 

the    lord-mayor,    Aldermen   Bull, 

Sawbridge,  Lewes,  Plomer,  Newn- 
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ham,  Lee,  and  Wcoldridge;  when 
the  court  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions,  viz. 

Kefolvc-d,  That  the  fpeech  made 
by  the  Ri  Hit  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  his  majefty  on  the 
7th  inftant,  he  entered  .  thejour- 
nals  of  this  court. 

That  the  freedor'  of  this  city  be 
prefenred  to    the  Ri  '  Sir 

Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker  of  the 
Hon.  Hol.'c  of  Ci  moils,  lor 
having  declared,  in   1  rms, 

the  rca!  State  of  the  1  his 

majef-y  on  the  throne,  when  he 
prefented  to  him,  for  his  royal 
ailent,  the  bill  intitled,  '  An  aft 
for  the  better  Support  of "  h 
jefty's  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain,' 

That  a  copy  of  the  freedom  of 
this  city,  with  the  refolution  of  the 
court  inSertcd  therein,  be  deli- 
vered to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  1  kt- 
cher  Norton,  in  a  gold  box,  of 
the  value  of  50  guineas,  and  the 
lord-mayor  was  defired  to  provide 
the  Same. 

'I  be  following   bills  re- 
ceived the  royal  afleat   by     l6t  ' 
commiffion  : 

Bill  to  prevent  frauds  by  the 
venders  of  tea,  detrimental  to  the 
revenues  of  excile. 

Bill  for  allowing  a  d*twbackpn 
tea  exported  to  Ireland. 

Bill  for  registering  the  grants  of 
life-annuitie..,  and  for  the  better 
protection  of  infants  againft  Such 
grants. 

Bill  to  diSfolve  the  marriage  of 
Earl  Tyrconnel  from  his  now  wife, 
and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again. 

Bill  to  enable  the  lords  of,  the 
treaSury  to  compound  for  a  debt 
due  to  the  crown* 

[M]  3  Bill 
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Bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  further  li- 
Jnited  time,  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign-wrought filks  and  velvets. 

Bill  to  fecure  to  engravers  their 
property  in  the  engraving  branch. 

Bill  to  extend  the  provifions  of 
an  act  for  negociating  promiffory 
jiotes,  and  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change, to  a  certain  fum. 

Bill  for  allowing  certain  qua- 
lities of  wheat  to  be  exported  to 
the  Weft  Indies. 

And  to  feveral  inclofure  and  pri- 
vate bills. 

This  day  the  feflions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  when  James  Lucas 
and  Jofeph  Harris,  for  felonioufly 
affaulting  Robert  Hughes  in  the 
Islington  ftage-coach,  on  the  high- 
way, near  the  Shepherd  and  She- 
pherdefs,  and  robbing  him  of  two 
half  guineas  and  7s.  received  fen- 
tence  of  death.  Four  were  ordered 
to  hard  labour  on  board  the  ballaft- 
lighters,  in  cleanfing  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Thames,  for  three 
years ;  five  were  branded  in  the 
hand,  one  of  whom  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter ;  two  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  Newgate,  and  two  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell ;  four  were 
fentenced  to  hard  labour  three  years 
in  Bridewell  ;  one  to  be  publicly 
whipped  ;  nine  privately  whipped, 
and  twenty  difcharged  by  procla- 
mation. 

,  The  lord-mayor  held   a 

wardmote  at  Tallow-chan- 
dlers-hall, for  the  election  of  an 
alderman  of  Dowgate-ward,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon, 
who  has  refigned ;  when  John 
Hart,  Efq;  dry-falter,  in  Thames- 
#reet,  was  duly  elected  without 
oppofition. 

This      night's     Gazette 
contains  an  addrefs  of  the 
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general  affembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  to  his  majelty. 

Peterjburgb,  May  1 .  There  has 
lately  been  publifhed  here  a  ftate 
of  the  produce  of  the  cultoms  of  this 
and  c.her  trading  cities  in  this 
empire  for  a  term  of  thirty  years, 
which  lhews  the  prodigious  in- 
crease in  our  commerce  and  fi- 
nances. In  1724  the  cuftoms  of 
this  capi'.t  produced  only  10,335 
rouble.*,  the  year  following  they 
were  doubled  ;  in  two  years  after 
they  amounted  to  84,695  roubles, 
and  in  1 7  26  they  exceeded  1 00,000. 
From  particular  events  they  fell  in 
1741  to  1 1,000,  but  in  1752  the)' 
produced  203,734,  ant^  two  years 
after  they  amounted  to  768,05s 
roubles;  at  length,  in  1757,  the 
cuftoms  brought  in  1,000,713  rou- 
bles, and  we  make  no  doubt,  as 
our  commerce  has  doubly  increafed 
fince,  the  fum  produced  is  in  a  like 
proportion.  The  above  is  only  an 
account  of  the  c^ftom-houfe  duties 
for  this  city.  From  the  detail  in 
the  above  account  it  appears  that 
our  exports  greatly  exceed  our  im- 
ports, confequently  the  balance  of 
trade  is  greatly  in  our  favour  ;  and 
particularly  fince  1757  our  exports 
have  in  a  greater  degree  exceeded 
our  imports  than  before  that  period, 
which  has  brought  into  our  coun- 
try great  riches,  and  we  have  car- 
ried on  many  branches  of  bufmefs 
heretofore  unknown  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  pope  has  figned  an  edict, 
dated  the  9th  of  laft  month,  which 
will  render  his  reign  ever  memora- 
ble, as  it  tends  to  remove  the 
fhackles  with  which  commerce  was 
burthened  by  the  vaft  duties  the 
lords  of  the  eccleiiaftical  ftate  railed 
upon  merchandise  paffing  through 

their 
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their  territories,  which  often  made 
common  neceffaries  very  dear.  But 
this  edict  will  be  much  murmured 
at,  as  many  great  families  lofe  by 
it. 

LENT    ASSIZES. 

AtNorthampton.William  Snow, 
convicted  of  murder  at  the  lafl 
fummer  affizes  for  this  county 
(but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  his  crime  amounting  to 
manflaughteronly)  was  branded  in 
the  hand,  and  is  to  be  confined  till 
the  16th  of  July  next. 

At  Reading,  1  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Bedford,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  i  condemed, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Worcefter,  3  condemed,  two 
of  whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  1  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  11  were  con- 
demned, and  left  for  execution. 

At  Shaftefbury,  5  were  con- 
demned, and  4  reprieved. 

At  the  above  ailize  a  caafe  »u^ 
tried  between  two  perfons  of  Hor- 
niiham,  in  Wilts.  The  action 
was  brought  for  the  recovery  of  a 
fum  of  money,  which  the  defend- 
ant had  received  at  various  times, 
in  the  courie  of  12  years,  from  the 
plaintiff's  wife.  During  a  dan- 
gerous illnefs,  when  her  life  was 
defpaired  of,  the  wife  of  the  plain- 
tiff told  her  hufband,  that  fhe 
could  not  die  in  peace  without  di- 
vulging to  him  a  fecret  which  had 
long  made  her  very  uneafy,  viz. 
that  fhe  had  had  a  connection  with 
the  defendant,  and  had  given  him, 
at  different  opportunities,  the  fum 
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of  410I.  5s.  for  the  purpofe  of  ma- 
king a  provifion  for  her  fon  Ifaac. 
After  a  full  hearing,  the  jury, 
without  going  out  of  court,  gave-  & 
verdidt  for  the  plaintiff,  and  or- 
dered the  defendant  to  pay  back 
the  whole  money,  with  colts  of 
fuit. 

At  Gloucester  affixes,  Jofeph 
Armflrong  was  tried  for  petty  trea- 
fon,  in  poifoning  his  mailer's  lady, 
Mrs.  A'Court.  The  priioner  was 
hired  into  the  family  by  Captain 
A'Court,  and  fhortly  after  attend- 
ed his  matter  and  mittrefs  to  Chel- 
tenham. The  lady  had  cxpreffed 
her  dillike  at  the  prifoner's  con- 
duct, and  had  intimated  a  wifli 
that  he  might  be  difeharged  from 
their  fervice.  This  being  known 
to  Armltrong,  he  determined  on 
revenge,  and  by  infufing  fmall 
quantities  of  arfenic  into  his  lady's 
tea,  fhe  contracted  a  diforder  which 
carried  her  off  in  ten  days.  Tha 
jury  found  him  guilty. 

At  the  above  ailize*,  5  other  pri- 
soners (among  whom  were  two  re- 
markable:female  horfe- Healers)  were 
condemned,  one  of  whom  only  was 
reipited.  On  the  morning  on 
which  the  other  was  to  be  executed, 
fhe  hung  herlelf  with  a  leather  girth 
in  her  apartment.  She  req>; 
to  be  left  a  few  minutes  by  her- 
felf,  and  on  the  return  of  her 
friends  fhe  was  dead. 

At  Aylefbury,  James  Pace,  a 
boy  about  thirteen  years  old,  was 
capitally  convicted  for  horfe-fteal- 
ing ;  but  has  fince  received  his 
majefty's  pardon,  on  condition  of 
ferving  on  board  a  man  of  war. 

At  Norwich,  John  Rye  received 
fentence  of  death  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Jofeph  Snelling  ;  two 
other  prifoners  were  capitally  con-- 
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lifted  ;  one  of  whom  was  ordered 
for  execution,  the  other  was  re- 
prieved. 

At  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  6 
were  capitally  convicted,  and  all 
reprieved. 

At  Lincoln,  James  Lee  was  con- 
victed of  burglary  on  two  feparate 
indictments,  and  left  for  execu- 
tion. 

At  Chefter,  one  Sam.  Thorley, 
a  butcher's  follower,  for  the  wil- 
ful murder  of  Ann  Smith,  a  ballad- 
linger,  about  22  years  of  age.  He 
decoyed  her,  lay  with  her,  mur- 
dered her,  cut  her  to  pieces,  and 
eat  part  of  her.  The  circumftances 
are  too  {hocking  to  relate.  He 
was  convidled,  and  has  fince  been 
hung  in  chains. 

At  Hertford,  10  were  capitally 
convicted,  fix  of  whom  were  re- 
prieved. 

At  Winchefter,  4  condemned, 
and  2  executed. 

At  Maid  (lone,  3  were  capitally 
ronvidled,  2  of  whom  were  re- 
prieved. 

At  the  fame  afiize  came  on  the 
trial  of  Jofeph  Stackpoole,  Efq; 
who  was  indided  upon  the  Black 
Ac!:,  for  mooting  at  a  Mr.  Parker, 
in  March  1776,  at  the  Bull  inn, 
Dartford  ;  when  after  a  long  trial 
he  was  acquitted. 

At  Pool,  a  woman  was  con- 
demned for  Healing  a  mare. 

AtLeicefler,  William  Mee,  late 
of  Loughborough,  victualler,  was 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  murder- 
ing his  wife,  and  afterwards  exe- 
cuted. 

At  Ipfwich,  Edmund  Eaftoe  was 
capitally  convi&ed  of  aiding  and 
afftiting  in  the  murder  of  Jofeph 
Harpur.  He  immediately  received 
fentence  of  death,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  executed. 


William  Maddox,  alias  Boulton, 
who  was  capitally  convifted  at 
Lent  affizes,  1773,  for  a  burglary, 
and  efcaped  from  Ipfwich  gaol 
while  under  fentence  of  death,  was 
remanded  back  to  fuffer  according 
to  his  former  fentence. 

At  Exeter,  12  received  fentence 
of  death. 

At  Eaft  Grinftead,  3  were  con- 
demned, butrefpited. 

At  Oxford  affizes,  John  Peter 
Le  Matre,  alias  Matra,  was  tried 
for  robbing  theAihmolean  Mufeum 
of  divers  gold  medals,  a  Queen 
Anne's  five-guinea- piece,  and  two 
gold  chains.  It  appeared  in  evi- 
dence, that  the  prifoner  was  firft 
apprehended  in  Ireland  ;  that  two 
of  the  medals  were  found  at  his 
lodgings,  in  the  drawers  of  a  bu- 
reau of  which  he  had  the  ufe  :  that 
a  third  was  found  fattened  to  the 
fide  of  his  waiflcoat,  like  the  en- 
fign  of  a  honorary  order,  which 
he  wore,  as  a  badge,  to  give  him 
confequence.  He  was  convi&ed 
on  the  clearer}  evidence ;  but  it 
feems  the  crime  did  not  amount  to 
a  capital  felony  ;  and  he  was  fen- 
fenced  to  work  on  the  Thames  for 
five  years. 


2d. 
the 


J     U     N     E. 

This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
commiffion  from  his  majeily, 
the    following  bills    received 
royal  afTent,   viz. 

The  bill  for  raifmg  a  fum  by 
loans  on  exchequer- bills. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  clande- 
fline  practice  of  unfhipping  goods 
from  on  board  Eaft-India  imps. 

The  bill  for  fecuring  the  duties 
on  foap  and  rum  imported  from  the 
colonies. 

The 
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The  bill   for  allowing  the  ex-  nuities,  and  for  eitablifhing  a  Jot- 

portation   of  tobacco-pipe   clay  to  tery. 
the  Well-India  Iflands.  For  granting  a  duty  on  all  male 

The  bill  for  fettling  the  hours  of  fervants. 
labour,  and  the    prices   of  taking  For  granting  certain    duties    on 


apprentices,    in    the  hat-manufac 
tory. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  callico- 
printers  and  dyers  to  employ  jour- 
neymen who  have  not  fcrved  a  re- 
gular apprenticefhip  to  [be  faid 
trade. 

The  bill  for  the  better  pre.'erva- 
tion  of  the  game  in  Scotland. 

The  bill  for  a  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feamen  for  manning 
the  royal  navy. 

The   bill  to   inlarge  the  powers 


auctioneers,   &c. 

For  building  a  new  fhire-hall 
and  gaol  in  Weftmoreland. 

For  promoting  the  refidence  of 
parochnl  clergy. 

For  allowing  efts  to  conftables, 
fee.  attending  quarter- feflions. 

For  a   bridge  over  the 

rivi    Severn,  near  Glouceiter,  &c. 

For  continaing  the  encourage- 
ment of  making  indigo  in  the 
plantations,  &c. 

For  enlarging  thetime  appointed 


of  an  aft,   for  making  a  navigable     for  the  firit  meeting  of  the  commif- 


cut  or  canal,  from  the  river  Dee 
near  Cheiter,  to  Nantwich  and 
Middlewich,  in  Chelhire. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  du- 
ties  on  damaged  currants  and 
prunes  imported. 


fioncrs  for  putting  in  execution 
certain  ads  of"  this  feflion. 

For  enabling  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  to  compound 
a  debt  due  to  the  crown. 

And    to-  feveral  private    bills ; 


And  to  feveral  other  public  and  after   which    his    najefty   made    a 

private  bills.  molt    gracious    fpecch,    and  pro- 

A  new  pleafure- boat,  con firucted  rogutd   the  parliament   to  2iltof 

of  fheet-iron,  was  lately  launched  July  next. 

into  the  river  Fofs,    in  Yorkshire.  i  his  day  a  caufe  of  great          , 

She    is    twelve    feet   long,     failed  confequence  to  the   inhabi-            ' 

with  15    perfons,   and    is  fo   light  tants  of  Oki-ihect,   and   parts  ad- 

that  two  men  may  carry  her.  jacent,     was    determined    in      the 

,  The  grand  canal  from  court  of  King's  bench.  The  quef- 
^  '  Leeds  to  Liverpool  was  open-  tion  was,  whether  the  melTenger, 
ed  into  the  river  Aire  at  the  former  carrying  letters  from  the  penny- 
place,  amid!*  fuch  a  concourfe  of  poll-off.ee  in  London,  had  a  right 
people  as  was  never  feen  in  that  to  demand  of  faid  inh;  bi tants  a 
town  before  ;  fome  computed  them  penny  for  the  delirery  of  each  let- 
at  20,0:0,  and  others  at  "0,000.  ter,  over  and  above  the  penny  paid 
6th  This  Jay  his  majelty  went  at  the  poll -office.  The  caufe  turn- 
in  ltate  to  the  Houle  of  Peers,  ed  upon  the  description  of  the 
and  gave  the  royal  allent  to  the  fnburbs  of  London,  and 'whether 
following  bills :  Qid-ftreet  was  within  that  defcrip- 

The  bill   for  granting  a  certain  ton.     The  court  was    of  opinion, 


fum    out  of  the  finking  fund,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 
F01  railing  a  certain  fum  by  an- 


that  all  the  ftreets  ami  homes  ad- 
joining  and  contiguous  to  the  city 
of  London,  and  joining  together 

by 
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by  one  contiguous  range  of  houfes, 
muft  be  deemed  fuburbs,  and  con- 
fequently  exempt  from  the  penny 
contended  for. 

The  fame  day  another  queftion 
of  great  importance  to  the  commer- 
cial part  of  this  kingdom  was  de- 
cided. An  adtion  was  brought 
againft  certain  owners  of  a  lhip, 
for  debts  contracted  by  the  matter, 
during  his  voyage.  The  owners 
refufed  paying  the  demands,  on 
the  grounds  of  fuch  debts  being 
unnecefTarily  contracted ;  but  it 
appeared  to  the  court,  that  they 
were  not  only  necefTary,  but  abfo- 
lutely  impoftible  to  be  avoided ; 
and  therefore  the  owners  bound  to 
pay.  Lord  Mansfield's  doctrine 
gave  greater  latitude  to  the  de- 
mands of  creditors  on  owners  of 
fhips,  for  debts  contracted  by  the 
Captains.  All  expences  incurred 
by  the  Captains,  on  account  of  the 
fhip,  crew,  or  cargo,  his  lordfhip 
confidered  the  owners  as  the  only 
perfons  to  whom  the  creditors 
could  fly  for  relief. 

Capt.  Kirke  was  ferved  with  an 
action,  by  the  city  folicitor,  for 
illegally  impreffing  the  city  water- 
man :  by  this  mode,,  of  trying  the 
grand  queftion  of  the  right  of  raif- 
ing  an  armament  by  forcing  the 
fubject  into  a  difagreeable  fervice, 
a  jury,  and  not  the  judge,  will 
have  the  power  of  decifion. 

.  The     long      depending 

caufe  refpecting  the  pro- 
perty of  mufick,  was  finally  de- 
termined in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  confequence  of  an  iffue 
directed  out  of  chancery :  The 
queftion  was,  whether  mufick  came 
under  the  ftatute  of  queen  Anne, 
regulating  literary  property ?  Af- 
ter hearing  a  fhort  argument  againfl 
saufick's   being  within    the    law, 


Lord  Mansfield  exprefled  his  fur- 
prize  how  a  gentleman  could  think 
of  making  a  diftinction.  So  that 
mufical  and  literary  property  now 
ftand  upon  the  fame  ground. 

The  fherifFs,  attended  by  , 

the  city  remembrancer,  pre-  3 
fented  to  his  majefty  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Dodd,  another  petition  from 
the  Magdalen  charity  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  queen  ;  as  was  one  from 
Mrs.  Dodd,  delivered  by  hcrfelf. 
Another  petition  was  afterwards 
prefented  by  Lord  Percy,  figned 
by  upwards  of  twenty  thouiand  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Weft  mi  niter. 

The  attorney  general,  fo-  , 

licitor  general,  and  Mr.  '  * 
Cuft,  came  into  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  to  fupport  the  admiralty  in 
detaining  Millachip,  who  was 
imprelfed.  The  return  of  the  ha- 
beas corpus  being  read,  Mr.  Dun- 
ning got  up  and  informed  the 
court,  that  he  was  not  prepared  at 
that  time  to  debate  the  queftion ; 
and  that  Serjeant  Glynn  was  ab- 
fent  upon  buiinefs  in  the  city. 
Lord  Mansfield  entered  very  fully 
into  the  prefent  mode  of  making 
returns  to  the  writs  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, which,  he  faid,  being  gene- 
ral, prevented  the  court  from  a  le- 
gal difcuflion  of  the  reafens  upon 
which  the  writ  was  granted,  and 
fuggeited  a  mode  by  which  the  fub- 
ject could  more  effectually  get  re- 
lief by  inferting  in  the  return  a 
negative  to  the  point  contended. 
for ;  this,  he  faid,  would  bring 
the  queftion  fully  before  the  court, 
which  was  not  to  be  done  by  a  ge- 
neral return.  He  recommended 
this  to  the  confideration  of  the 
gentlemen  within  the  bar.  Mr. 
Dunning  declared  his  intention  of 
going  upon  two  grounds ;  firft,  the 

general 
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general  quertion  of  impreffing ; 
fecondly,  the  particular  exemption 
of  Mr.  Millachip,  as  being  of  the 
Livery.  The  motion  Hands  over 
to  a  further  day. 

jv  •  Early  yelterday  morning  the 
King  of  Sweden,  under  the 
title  of  Count  of  Gothland,  arrived 
in  a  galley  at  Cronftadt,  attended  by 
the  counts  Scheffer  and  Pofle,  Ge- 
neral Trolle  who  commanded  the 
galley,  two  chamberlains  and  a  fe- 
cretary  ;  and  landing  at  Oranien- 
baum,  proceeded  with  Baron  Nol- 
ken  to  Peterfburgh,  where  he  did 
Count  Panin  the  honour  of  a  viht, 
and  afterwards  dined  at  Baron 
Nolken's  with  Count  Panin,  who 
let  out  immediately  after  dinner 
for  Zarfco  Zelo  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  the  Count  of  Gothland, 
whom  Baron  Nolken  attended  thi- 
ther. The  empreis  received  her 
illuitrious  vifitor  with  every  mark 
of  friendfhip  ;  and  prefented  the 
Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  to  him. 
After  going  to  the  play,  and  flip- 
ping with  her  imperial  majefty, 
the  count  returned  to  town,  and 
lodged  at  Baron  Nolken's. 

•        His  excellency  the  Neapoli- 

"  'tan  ambafladorwas  attackedin 
his  carriage,  in  Grofvenor-fquare, 
by  four  footpads,  one  of  whom  pre- 
fented a  piltol  to  his  coachman,  two 
more  one  to  each  of  the  footmen, 
while  the  fourth  robbed  his  excel- 
lency of  his  gold  watch  and  mo- 
ney. They  attempted  to  take  his 
ring;  but  as  it  could  not  eafily 
be  got  off  his  finger,  they  offered 
no  violence,  but  made  their  efcape 
without  it. 

,  This  day  a  common-hall 

^  '  was  held  at  Guildhall  for 
the  ele&ion  of  Sheriffs,  Chamber- 
lain, and  other  officers,  for  the 
year  enfuing  ;  when  Mr,  Wagner, 
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hatter  in  Pall-mall,  and  Mr. 
Franks,  merchant  in  this  city, 
were  elected  Sheriffs  without  oppo- 
fition. 

Next  came  on  the  election  for 
Chamberlain  ;  the  candidates  were 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  and  Benja- 
min Hopkins,  Efq;  the  late  Cham- 
berlain, when  the  Sheriffs  declared 
the  majority  of  hands  to  be  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Hopkins;  but  a  poll 
was  demanded  by  thi_  friends  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  "which  began  at  three 
o'clock,  and  doled  at  five  that 
evening. 

An   alarm  was   given  to  . 

the  king,  in  going  to  the  ~il 
theatre  10  the  Hay-market,  by  a 
mad-woman,  who  broke  the  glafs 
of  his  majelty's  chair,  and  threa- 
tened other  violence  ;  but  was  in- 
flantly  feized  and  confined. 

The  new  alliance  between  France 
and  the  Swifs  Cantons  was  this  day 
ratified. 

A  remonftrance  has  been  fent, 
within  thefe  few  days,  to  the  court 
of  France,  and  to  the  Hague,  re- 
flecting the  alTiftance  afforded  the 
Americans,  by  their  fubjecls  trad- 
ing with  them,  and  giving  them  to 
undenland  that  the  (hips  of  any 
power  fo  trading  will  be  made 
prizes  of. 

This   day   the    Rev.  Dr.  , 

Dodd  was  carried,  in  a  ' 
mourning-coach,  attended  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey, 
from  Newgate  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  coach 
at  the  place  of  execution,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey,  got  out  of 
the  carriage,  and  went  with  Dr. 
Dodd  into  the  cart,  where  they 
prayed  by  him,  and  after  iome  fur- 
ther 
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lher  time  fpent  in  prayer,  by  him- 
felf,  he  took  an  affectionate  leave 
of  the  above  clergymen  :  he  then 
put  on  a  cap,  and  pulled  it  over 
his  eves,  and  with  the  other  con- 
vict was  turned  off.  The  time  the 
doctor  was  in  the  cart  was.  about 
half  an  hour.  He  behaved  through 
the  whole  with  great  fortitude. 
So/ne  Account  cf  the  Charge  exhibited 
againft  Mr.  Piatt,  now  in  New- 
gate, for  Treafon,  ISc. 
He  was  one  of  eight  or  ten  men 
who  failed  in  a  fchconer  from 
Georgia,  by  order  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congrefs,  to  flop  Capt.  M ait- 
land's  mip,  bound  for  St.  Au- 
guftine,  in  Florida,  and  to  take 
out  of  her  fome  powder  and  arms  ; 
which  they  did,  to  the  amount 
of  250  barrels,  and  feveial  chefis  of 
arms,  &c. — This  powder  and  arms 
they  landed  at  fome  port  in  Geor- 
gia, then  in  oppofition  to  govern- 
ment.— Mr.  Piatt  was  afterwards, 
by  authority  of  the  Congrefs,  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  a  contraband 
trade  with  fome  of  the  French  or 
Dutch  iflands  ;  in  the  profecution 
of  which  he  was  taken  by  one  of 
Admiral  Gayton's  fquadron,  and 
carried  into  Jamaica,  where  his 
Jhip  and  cargo  were  condemned, 
and  himfeif  fent  to  prifon,  to  an- 
iwer  a  charge  laid  againft  him,  for 
carrying  on  a  correipondence  with 
his  majefty's  enemies,  feveral  let- 
ters having  been  found  in  his  pof- 
feiiion,  diredted  to  the  Congrefs  at 
Georgia  and  Charles-town. — On 
a  hearing  before  a  proper  court  and 
judges,  ailembled  for  this  bufinefs, 
nothing  material  was  found  againft 
him  ;  but  as  the  carrying  on  fuch 
bufinefs  with  CongreiTes  was  a  new 
offence,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
fend  him  home  to  England,  with 
^11  the  letters  and  papers  ia.quef- 
5 
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tion — When  he  came  to  England, 
he  was  committed  to  Portfmouth 
prifon,  until  the  matter  was  pro- 
perly enquired  into;  and  nothing 
ftill  appearing  that  would  affedt  ei- 
ther his  life  or  liberty,  he  was  dif- 
charged,  with  an  offer  of  his  paf- 
fage  back  to  America.  This  he 
retufed  ;  and  demanded  a  copy  of 
the  warrant  of  commitment,  in  or- 
der to  proceed  againft  thofe  who 
had  a  hand  in  confining  him. 
Upon  his  application  for  this,  it 
was  judged  proper  to  commit  h;m 
to  prifon,  on  the  evidence  of  two 
cf  Capt.  Maitiand's  men,  to  r.r.- 
fwer  for  the  charge  of  treason  at  d 
piracy  committed  on  board  his 
fhip  nff  Georgia  bar,  in  North  - 
America,  as  the  words  of  his 
mittimus  fet  forth. 

Pans,  May  6.  Letters  patent 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  parlia- 
ment refpecung  a  loan  of  ten  mil- 
lions, borrowed  at  Genoa,  ataluw 
intereft,  but  which  that  Republic 
requires  ihall  be  regiftered  by  the 
parliament. 

Berlin,  May  to.  The  king,  wil- 
ling to  eternize  the  memory  cf  fuch 
of  his  generals  as  fignalized  them- 
felves,  and  loft  their  lives  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  has  refolv- 
ed  to  erect  their  ftatues  in  marble 
in  this  capita!,  in  a  place  fixed  on 
by  his  niajeily.  That  of  General 
Swerin  is  already  erected  ;  Gene- 
ral Winderfeldt's  will  be  placed 
oppofite  ;  and  the  Generals  Kicill 
and  Keith  will  foon  be  placed  near 
them. 

Died,  Capt.  James  Gilchrift,  of 
the  navy.  He  was  eminently  dii- 
tinguifhed  for  his  valour  in  the  laft 
war  with  France  and  Spain,  when 
he  commanded  his  -majefty's  ftup 
the  Sou:hampton. 

Mrs.  Jane  D:n  is,  a  maiden  ladv, 
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aged  113  years,  at  Hackney.  She 
was  born  in  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecor.«i,  and  e: 
iome  poft  under  <jjeen  Anne.  She 
tained  alihtr  lenies  perfect  to  the 
ML 

Mrs.  Margaret  Baife,  a  widow 
lady,  at  bcockweil,  in  burry,  aged 
io~. 


ft. 


JUL     V. 

This  day  came  on  to  be 
tried,  before  the  Lo: 
Jultice  Mansfield,  a  caufe,  the  moll 
extraordinary  that,  perhaps,  ever 
happened  in  this  or  any  1 
country,  refpecting  the  lex  of  the 
Chevalier  D'Eon,  formerly  am- 
b  ilador  from  France  to  the  court 
of  England,  &c. 

The  action  was  brought  by  Mr. 
Hayes,  lurgeon,  in  Leicelter- fields, 
again  It  one  Jacques,  a  broker  and 
under- writer,  tor   tne    recovery   of 

undi,  the  laid  Mr 
Jacques  having,  about  fix  vears 
ago,  received  premiums  of  fifteen 
guineas  per  cent,  lor  every  one  of 
which  he  ltood  engaged  to  return 
one  hundred  guinea.' ,  whenever  it 
ihould  be  proved  that  the  Cneva- 
Jier  D'Eon  was  actually  .1  woman. 

Mr.  jBuiler  opened  the  caufe  as 
ccunfel  for  Mr.  Hayes.  He  Hated 
the  fairnels  of  the  tranfaction,  and 
the  jultiriable  nature  of  the  de- 
mand, as  Mr.  Haye<,  the  plain- 
tiff, thought  himfelf  now  to  be  in 
polfeihon  of  that  proof  which 
would  determine  the  lex  of  the 
Chevalier  D'Eon,  and  for  ever 
render  the  cafe  indifputable. 

In  proof  of  the  fad,  Mr.  Le 
Goux,  a  lurgeon,  was  the  firit  wit- 
nels  called.  He  gave  his  tcltinio- 
ny  to  the  following  elfecl : 


[185J 

M  That  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  Chevalier  D'Eon  from 
the  time  when  the  Due  de  Nivc-r- 
nois  refided  in  England  in  quality 
of  ambaffkdor  from  the  court  of 
France  —  That,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  the  perfon  called  the 
Chevalier  D'Eon  was  a  woman." 

Being  clofely  interrogated  by  the 
counlel  for  the  defendant,  as  to 
the  mode  of  his  acquiring  fuch  a 
degree  of   certainty  relative   to  the 

r'  the    p  irty,    Mr.  De   I 
gave  this  fatufj  untofthe 

matter : 

••  That,  about  five  years  ago, 
he  was  called  in  by  the  Chevalier 
D'Eon,  to  lend  his  profeiiional  aid 
for  her  afliiiance-- -That  the  Che- 
valier D'Eon,  unfortunately  for 
hcrlelf  as  v*ell  as  her  lev,  labour- 
ed, at  that  time,  under  a  diforder 
vviiich  rendered  an  examination  of 
the  afflicted  part  absolutely  necef- 
farv — That  this  examination  led 
of  courle  to  that  difcovery  of  the 
lex  of  which  Mr.  Le  Goux  was 
now  enabled  to  give  fuch  fatiifaclo- 
ry  testimony." 

The  lecond  wirnef;  called  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was  Mr. 
De  Morande.  He  fwore,  "  that, 
lo  long  ago  as  the  3d  of  July,  1-74, 
the  Chevalier  D'Eon  made  a  free 
:ure  of  her  fex  to  the  witnefs 
— That  Ihe  had  even  proceeded  lo 
far  as  to  dil^lav  her  bofooi  on  the 
occafion — That,  in  conference  of 
this  difclofure  of  fex,  lhe,  the 
Chevalier  D  f.  n,  bad  exhibited 
the  contents  of  her  female  ward- 
robe, which  confided  of  facqi^s, 
petticoats,  and  o;her  habiliments 
calculated  for  feminine  ufe — Thar, 
on  the  laid  3d  day  of  July,  1774., 
the  witnefs  paid  a  morning-vine 
to  the  Chevalier  D'Eon,  and,  find- 
ing her  in  bed,  accolted  her  ir.   a 
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ftile  of  gallantry  refpedling  her 
lex — That  (o  far  from  being  of- 
fended with  this  freedom,  the  faid 
chevalier  defired  the  witnefs  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  her  bed,  and  then 
permitted  him  to  have  manual 
proof  of  her  being  in  truth  a  very 
woman." 

Mr.  Mansfield,  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  pleaded  that  this 
was  one  of  thofe  gambling,  inde- 
cent, and  unnecefTary  cafes,  that 
ought  never  to  be  permitted  to 
come  into  a  court  of  juftice  ;  that, 
befides  the  inutility  and  indecency 
of  the  cafe,  the  plaintiff  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  client,  being  in 
poffeffion  of  intelligence  that  ena- 
bled him  to  lay  with  greater  cer- 
tainty, although  with  fuch  great 
odds  on  his  ride  ;  that  the  plain- 
tiff, at  the  time  of  laying  the  wager, 
knew  that  the  court  of  France 
treated  with  the  chevalier  as  a  wo- 
man, to  grant  her  a  penfion  ;  and 
that  the  French  court  muft  have 
fome  ftrong  circumftances  to  im- 
bibe that  idea,  therefore  he  hoped 
the  jury  would  reprobate  fuch  wa- 
gers. The  defendant's  counfel  did 
not  attempt  to  contradict  the  plain- 
tiff's evidence,  by  proving  the  maf- 
culine  gender. 

Lord  Mansfield  expreffed  his  ab- 
horrence of  the  whole  tranfaclion, 
and  the  more  fo,  their  bringing  it 
into  a  court  of  juftice,  when  it 
might  have  been  fettled  elfewhere, 
wilhing  it  had  been  in  his  power, 
in  concurrence  with  the  jury,  to 
have  made  both  parties  lofe;  but 
as  the  law  had  not  exprefsly  prohi- 
bited it,  and  the  wager  was  laid, 
the  queftion  before  them  was,  who 
had  won?  Flis  lordlhip  obferved, 
■that  the  indecency  of  the  proceed- 
ing arofe  more  from  the  unnecef- 
iary  queftkms  aiked,  than  from  the 
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cafe  itfelf;  that  the  witnefles  hacf 
declared  they  perfectly  knew  the 
Chevalier  D'Eon  to  be  a  woman  j 
if  fhe  is  not  a  woman,  they  are  cer- 
tainly perjured  ;  there  was,  there- 
fore, no  need  of  enquiring  how 
and  by  what  methods  they  knew  it, 
which  was  all  the  indecency. 

As  to  the  fraud  fuggefted,  of  the 
plaintiff's  knowing  more  than  the 
defendant,  he  feemed  to  think 
there  was  no  foundation  for  it. 
His  lordlhip  then  recited  a  wager 
entered  into  by  two  gentlemen  in 
his  own  prefence,  about  the  dimen- 
fions  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  for 
100I.  One  of  the  gentlemen  faid, 
"  I  will  not  deceive  you  ;  I  tell 
you  fairly  I  have  been  there,  and 
meafured  it  myfelf."  "  Well  (fayj 
the  other)  and  do  you  think  I 
would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  lay  if  I 
had  not  meafured  it?— I  will  lay 
for  all  that." 

His  lordlhip  then  went  on  to 
flate  to  the  jury,  that  this  chevalier 
had  publickly  appeared  as  a  man, 
had  been  employed  by  the  court  of 
France  as  a  man,  as  a  military 
man,  in  a  civil  office,  and  as  a  mi- 
nifler  of  ftate  here  and  in  Ruffia; 
that  there  wag  all  the  prefumption 
againft  the  plaintiff,  and  the  onus 
probandi  lay  upon  him,  which 
might,  never  have  been  come  at; 
for  it  appeared,  the  only  propor- 
tion of  a  difcovery  of  fex  that  had 
been  made  to  the  chevalier,  by 
fome  gentlemen  upon  an  excurfion, 
had  been  refented  by  D'Eon,  who 
had  inftantly  quitted  their  company 
on  that  account :  it  might  there- 
fore have  never  been  in  his  power 
to  have  proved  his  wager,  but  for 
fome  accidental  quarrels  between 
D'Eon  and  fome  of  her  coun- 
try men.  His  lordlhip  was  there- 
fore of   opinion,    that    the   jury 
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would  find  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tirr. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdict  fur  the  plaintiff, 
7C0I.  and  4c  s. 

The  lame  day  a  court  of  alder- 
men was  held  at  Guildhall  v.  hen 
Sir  Ch.  Afgill  rcligned  his  gown 
as  alderman  of  Candlewick  m 
Sir  Charles  Afgill  was  chofen  al- 
derman in  the  year  174'y. 

Air.  Wagner,  citizen  and  haber- 
dafher,  lately  elected  fheriff,  paid 
his  fine  to  be  excufed  from  fcrving 
the  laid  office  ;  and  Mr.  Hodgfon 
attended  on  behalf  of  Mr.  franks, 
and  produced  a  commitiion  from 
Lord  Percy,  appointing  him  de- 
puty lieutenant  of  Middlefex,  in 
order  to  his  being  exculed  from 
the  office  of  fheriff,  which  pica  the 
court  would  not  allow,  and  order- 
ed Mr.  Franks  to  attend  the  next 
court,  to  give  bond  to  take  on  him 
the  laid  office. 

,  Was     tried     before     Lord 

3  *  Mansfield,  and  a  fpecial  jury, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  wherein  John 
Robinion,  Efq;  fecretary  to  Lord 
North,  was  plaintiff,  and  Henry 
Sampfon  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertiler,  was  defendant. 
The  lubjeel  of  the  declaration  was 
a  letter  ligned,  One  out  of  the 
Sunt,  printed  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertifer  of  Thurfday,  May  29,  in 
which  feveral  liberties  were  taken 
with  the  plaintiff's  character;  the 
writer  not  only  pretty  roundly  af- 
ferting  that  Mr.  Robinfon  had  a 
with  Meffrs.  Muir 
and  Atkinlbn,  in  their  contracts 
with  government ;  but  insinuating, 
in  ftrong  terms,  that  Lord  . 
was  not  altogether  free  from  impu- 
tation ;  and  that  as  in  criminal 
csnfes,  the  act  of  the  fcrvant  was 
conlidcred  in  the  courts  of  law  as 


the  ac"l  cf  the  mafter  ;  fo,  en  the 
ground  of  corruption,  if  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  fecretary  to  the  :rc-a- 
fury  was  liable  to  a  challenge,  it 
was  fair  to  infer,  that  the  firlt  lord 
of  that  board  was  a  proper  object 
of  fufpicion.  The  jury,  after  con- 
fidering  a  fhort  time,  found  the 
defendant  guilty  in  forty  ihilling* 
damages,  and  coits  of  (ail. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  lord  , 
mayor,  aldermen,  ice.  went  t  * 
upon  the  hullings,  at  Guildhall, 
when  the  numbers  en  the  poll  of 
each  candidate  for  the  office  of 
chamberlain  were  declar. 
were,  Hopkins  2132,    for 

Mr.  Willed  1228,  uron  which  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  declared  duly  elected; 
afterwards  the  lord  mayor  proceed- 
ed to  St.  Michael's  church,  Crook- 
ed-lane, to  hold  a  wardmote  for 
the  election  of  an  alderman  of 
Candlewick- ward,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Charles  Afgill,  who  has  refign- 
ed  his  gown,  when  Mr.  Wright, 
in  partnerfiiip  with  Mr.  Gill,  lla- 
tioner,  in  Abchurch-lane,  was 
elected  without  oppofition. 

This  day  at  two  o'clock,  an  ex- 

prefs  came  to Adair,    Efq;   in 

Argyle-iirect,  from  Rome,  with  an 
account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Glouceiler  lying  at  the 
point  of  death.  Mr.  Adair  im- 
mediately waited  on  his  majelty 
with  the  melancholy  account.  His 
majefty  exprefled  his  defire  for  Mr. 
Adair  and  Dr.  Jebb's  letting  out 
immediately  for  Rome,  to  render 
his  royal  brother  all  the  affnlance 
in  their  power;  in  conference  of 
which  they  both  fet  out  for  Rome 
that  evening. 

A  woman  was  convicted  at      , 
the    Guildhall,     Weltminfter,  5™" 
for   going   in    man's   cloaths,  and 
being   married    to  three  different 

women 
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women  by  a  fiditious  name,  and 
for  defrauding  them  of  their  mo- 
ney and  cloaths :  She  was  fenten- 
ced to  (land  in  the  pillory  at  Cha- 
ring-crofs,  and  to  be  imprifoned 
fix  months. 

,  This  day  the  trials  ended  at 
7th-  the  Old  Bai!e},  when  Mr. 
Recorder  paU'ed  fentence  of  death 
upon  13  capital  convids. 

Sarah  Thomas,  for  manflaugh- 
ter,  was  branded,  and  ordered  to 
be  imprifoned  three  months  in 
Newgate. 

One  was  fentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour on  the  Thames  for  fix  years, 
four  for  four  years,  and  ten  for 
three  years. 

Four  were  fentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour in  the  houfe  of  correction  for 
three  years. 

Twelve  were  branded  in  the 
hand  ;  four  of  whom  are  to  be  im- 
prifoned iix  months  in  Newgate 
(in  which  number  is  Mrs.  Welt) 
and  one  for  one  month  ;  one  for  a 
year  in  the  houfe  of  correction^  five 
for  fix  months,  and  one  for  three 
months,  in  the  fame  prifon  ;  live 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  27 
were  difcharged  by  proclama- 
tion. 

Lately  came  on  to  be  heard  be- 
fore the  chancellor,  a  caufe  in 
which  Sir  John  St.  Aubyn  was 
complainant,  and  feverat  citizens 
defendants.  The  intent  of  plain- 
tiff's bill  was  to  deftrcy  feveral  an- 
nuity-bonds entered  into  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendants,  when 
the  plaintiff  was  but  17  years  of 
age,  a  fcholar  at  Weitminfter 
fchool,  and  incapable  of  judging 
of  the  nature  of  the  fecurities  he 
was  induced  to  grant.  In  order 
the  more  readily  to  obtain  the 
money  he  wanted  to  fupply  his  ex- 
travagancies, he  procured  a  fchool- 


fellovv  juft  come  of  age  to  join  with 
him  in  the  bonds,  to  whom  he 
pledged  his  honour  for  the  repay- 
ment of  every  fum  lo  borrowed  fo 
foon  as  he  mould  come  of  age. 
The  chancellor  direded  the  matter 
to  take  an  account  of  all  monies 
really  advanced  ;  and  that,  on  the 
re-payment  of  fuch  fums,  with  in- 
tereif.  for  the  fame  after  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent,  the  bonds,  fecuri- 
ties, &c.  fhould  all  be  delivered 
up. 

Fcrfailles,  July  9.  Lall  Sunday 
the  Duke  of  Aubigny,  peer  of 
France,  duke  of  Richmond  in  Eng- 
land, and  of  Lennox  in  Scotland, 
had  the  honour  to  return  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  his  peerage,  regi- 
fterod  in  parliament  the  ill  of 
this  month. 

This  day   the  livery  af-  , 

fembled  in  common  hall,  at 
Guildhall,  in  order  to  choofe  two 
gentlemen  to  ferve  as  fheriffs  for 
the  year  enfuing,  MelTrs.  Wagner 
and  Franks,  who  were  chofen  on 
Midfunimer  day  laft,  having  paid 
their  fines  of  600 1.  each  to  be  ex- 
cufed  ferving  that  office,  when 
MeiTrs.  Wrench  and  Trotter,  were 
declared  eleded. 

About  this  time  the  city  of  Du- 
blin was  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
conllernation  by  the  appearance  of 
the  American  privateers  on  this 
coaft.  A  Hop  was  put  to  all  trade. 
Not  one  of  the  linen  fhips,  that 
were  loaded  for  Cheiter  fair,  were 
fuftered  to  depart,  upon  which  ac- 
count the  fair  was  poftponed  for 
fome  time.  The  lord  lieutenant 
thought  it  expedient,  left  the  Ame- 
ricans fhould  make  any  attempt 
upon  the  (hipping  in  this  harbour, 
to  order  cannon  from  the  arlenal, 
to  form  two  batteries  to  defend  the 
entrance  of  it. 

15  th.  A  com- 
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5  '  at  Guildhall  for  the  elec- 
tion of  iherifFs  for  this  city  and 
county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  room 
of  Meffrs.  Wrench  and  Trotter, 
the  firlt  being  dead,  and  the  other 
having  paid  his  fine  ;  when  all  the 
aldermen  who  had  not  ferved  the 
office,  and  the  following  gentle- 
men who  had  been  drank  to,  viz." 
Richard  Eudworth,  Efq;  coach- 
maker  and  coach  harnels-m 
Charles  Vere,  Efq;  goldfrr.ich  ; 
William  Nafh,  Efq;  tin  - 
worker;  Robert  Mackreth,  EfqJ 
vintner;  John  Curfon,  Efq;  \int- 
ner;  James  Savage,  Efq;  cooper; 
and  Philip  Rov  ;   vintner, 

were  put  up  ;  the  fhew  of  hands 
appearing  for  Richard  Hud  worth, 
Rfq;  and  Chares  Vere,  Efq;  they 
were  declared  duly  elected. 

0  ,  His    majeity    in    council 

lotn.  ,  .     ,J     ',     r  , 

was  this  day  pleafed  to  or- 
der, that  the  parliament,  which 
Hands  prorogued  to  Monday  the 
i  ill  of  this  inlt.  July,  fhould  be 
further  prorogued  to  Thurfda 
1 8th  of  September  next. 
ExtraSt  of  a  Letter  from  Rcmc, 
fiuu  2?. 

An  excavation  has  been  made 
in  the  celebrated  houfe  of  Diocle- 
iian,  for  the  oenefit  of  the  proprie- 
tors, in  order  to  fearch  for  anti- 
quities ;  and  in  a  vault  was  found 
a  painting  of  Ycr.us,  holding  in 
her  hand  a  rree,  from  the  branches 
cf  which  feveral  Cupids  are  drop- 
ping. This  piece  is  allowed  to  be 
of  great  beauty  and  ineitimable 
worth.  In  making  a  like  fearch 
at  Fallerone,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Apoltolic  chamber,  an  antique 
chandelier  of  metal  has  been 
found,  about  a  yard  high,  the 
middle  of  rock  cryftal,  and  of  a 
moll  rare  and  curious  ftrutture. 
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A  common-hall  was  held  , 

at  Guildhall  for  the  choice  ^  ' 
cf  two  gentlemen  to  ferve  the  office 
of  iherifF  for  the  year  enfuing,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Budworth  and 
Charles  Vere,  Efqrs.  the  former  of 
which  is  excufed  for  infufficiency, 
and  the  latter  has  paid  bis  rir.e. 
When  the  feveral  gentlemen  who 
had  been  drank  to  had  been  put 
up,  a  majority  appeared  for  Wil- 
liam Naih,  Efq;  tin-plate  worker; 
but  the  lherifTs  being  doubtful  con- 
cerning Robert  Mackreth  and  John 
Curfon,  Efqrs.  thefe  two  were  put 
up  again,  and  Mr.  Curfon  appear- 
have  the  majority.  He  was 
accordingly  declared,  with  Mr. 
Nafh,   InerifF  eledt  for  the  enfuing 

Mr.  Mackreth  was  before  Mr. 
Curfon  on  the  lilt,  but  being  in 
parliament,  the  livery  thought  he 
would  plead  privilege,  and  there - 
foie  chole  Mr.  Curfon. 

1  he  re;  ort  was  made  to 
his  majclty  of  the  convicts 
under  ientence  of  death  in  New- 
gate, when  the  following  were  or- 
dered for  execution  on  Wednefday 
the  6th  of  Augult  next  : — John 
Whitaker.  !     Lynch,     for 

burglarioufly  breaking  open  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Sims,  in 
Widega:e- alley,  Bifhopfgate-itreet, 
and  ltealing  a  metal  watch  and 
other  things,  the  property  of  the 
faid  Mr.  Sims  ;  and  about  4000 
yards  of  lace,  fome  aprons,  &c.  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Anderfon.  Tho- 
mas Brady,  alias  Breary,  and  John 
Cox,  for  breaking  in  the  day-time 
(no  perfon  bei:  )  into  the 

dwelling-houfe  of  Mrs.  Wadham,' 
in  Berners-itreet,  Oxford-road,  and 
ltealing  a  great  quantity  of  wear- 
ing apparel  and  linen,  gold 
watches,  diamond  rings,  and  ,va- 
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rious  other  articles,  to  the  amount 
of'near  joool.  Thomas  Naih  and 
William  Harfnett,  for  burglariouf- 
ly  breaking  open  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Thomas  Senbrook,  the 
Two  Swans,  Bilhopfgate-Hreer, 
and  Healing  a  quantity  of  linen 
cbth,  muflin,  camblet,  &c.  the 
property  of  Robert  Corbat.  J  ames 
Stride,  Samuel  Rudd,  William 
Miles,  for  aflaulting  Jean  Jofeph 
Warin  in  St.  James's  Park,  and 
robbing  him  of  thirteen  guineas. 

The    following    were   refpited, 
during    his   majeffy's  pleafure  : — 
David    Guefs,     for     burglarioufly 
breaking  open  the  dwelling- houfe 
of   Elizabeth  Pollard  at    Hoxton, 
and  Healing  three  guineas,  a  filver 
watch,  four  tea  fpoons,  &c.  Tho- 
mas   Hamilton,    for    burglarioufly 
breaking  open  the  houfe  of  Tho- 
mas Perry,  at  Enfield,  and  Healing 
three  pair  of  meets,  two  coats,  a 
hat,  &c.  William  Buxton,   for  af- 
faulr.ng  the  lady  of  Solomon  Sr.ell, 
on  the* highway,  between  Hanwell 
and  Southall,  and  robbing  her  of 
fome  money.     Sarah   Chaulk,  for 
Healing,  in    the  dwelling-houfe  of 
Mr.  Norton,  a    large  quantity   of 
wearing-apparel,  linen,  laces,  and 
pther   articles   to  a  large  amount, 
the  property  of  Mary  Pereira. 

The  lord-mayor  held  a 
31"*  general  court  at  Bridewell 
Hofpital,  when  Brackley  Kennet, 
Efq;  alderman,  was  unanimoufly 
elefted  president  of  that  and  Beth- 
lem  Hofpitals,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Walter  Rawlinfon,  who  has  re- 
figned  his  gown. 

Died,  Mr.  Robert  Hill,  taylor, 
at  Buckingham.  He  had  been 
confined  to  his  bed  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  he 
employed  fuch  of  his  hours,  as  he 
was  enabled  to  fit  op,  in  his  favou- 
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rite  Hudy  of  the  Old  Tefhment  in 
the  Hebrew  tongue,  which,  as  he 
often  expreiled  himfelf,  now  more 
than  paid  him  for  the  extraordinary 
trouble  it  had  cofl  him  to  acquire 
it  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life. 
More  remarkable  incidents  in  the 
life  of  this  man  are  given  by  the 
late  Mr.  Spence,  in  a  Tract  in  titled 
"  A  Companion  between  Magh- 
bechi  of  Florence,  and  a  man 
fcarce  heard  of  in  England." 


id. 


AUGUST. 

This    day    Mr.    Akerman 
waited  on  the  Newgate  com- 
mittee, and    acquainted   the  gen- 
tlemen with  the  prefent  ftateof  the 
jail,    and    the    daring   and    ungo- 
vernable behaviour  of  the   Moor- 
fields    rioters,     fentenced    to   long 
imprifonment  fome  time  fince  by 
the  court    at    Hicks's-Hall.     Mr. 
Akerman    accounted  for  this  im- 
proper conduct,    and    imputed  its 
having  got  to  fuch  a  head,   to  his 
not  having  any  places   to  lock  up 
thofe   who  behaved  ill  ;   the  cells 
built  for  refractory  prifoners  being 
now,  of  neceflity,  occupied  by  the 
convicts,  and  muft  continue  fo  to 
be   occupied  till  the  jail  is  intirely 
finifhed.     The  committee  entered 
upon  the  immediate  confideration 
of  the  cafe,  and  have  given  order* 
that  there  may  be  forthwith  erect- 
ed,   in   a  convenient  part  of  the 
quadrangle,  fome   feparate   rooms 
for   the    purpofe   mentioned  ;    and 
that    the    fide  of  the  prifon,    the 
weaknefs  of  which  was  known   to, 
and  turned  to  advantage  by  the  two 
Sheffields,  to  be  faced  with   large 
Hone,    and   rendered  as   fecure   as 
poflible.       They   alfo   refolved   to 
give  Mr.  Akerman  every  counte- 
nance 
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r.ance  and  afliftance  necelTary  to 
preierve  the  full  authority  and 
power  in  the  prifon,  which  his 
lituation  as  a  keeper  obvioufly  re- 
quires. 

,  ,  James  Strode  and  William 

Wales,  two  foldiers,  for  a 
robbery  in  St.  James's  Park  ;  Tho- 
mas Nafll  and  William  Harfnett, 
lor  houie-Lrcaking  ;  John  Cox  and 
Thomas  Brady,  for  robbing  the 
houle  of  Mrs.  Wadham,  in  Ber- 
ners-ftreet,  to  the  amount  of  iocoI. 
and  Edward  Lynch,  for  houfe- 
brcaking ;  were  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, according  to  their  fentence. 
One  John  Whitaker  was  almoft 
miraculoufly  faved  by  the  folcmn 
declaration  of  his  innocence  by 
Lynch,  juit  as  Whitaker  was  go- 
ing to  be  turned  off,  and  by  the 
humanity  of  the  lheriff  and  the  \  i- 
gilance  of  the  ordinary,  who  pro- 
cured his  refpite. 

..  The  Dutchefs  of  Kingfton 

'  embarked  at  Calais   fur  Pe- 

terfburgh. 

Part  of  the  crew  of  an  American 
privateer  landed  at  Penzance,  and 
plundered  the  farmers  of  fome  live 
flock. 

Ltjlcn,  Aug.  6,  The  effects  be- 
longing to  the  Marquis  de  Pom- 
bal,  or  which  an  inventory  hath 
been  taken  by  order  of  the  Queen 
of  Portugal,  exceed  the  value  of 
6oo,ocol.  Iterling. 

Pcterjbourg,  July  \%.  The  King 
of  Sweden  left  Peterhoffon  Weu- 
nefday  lall  in  the  evening,  and 
embarked  at  Oranienbaum  about 
eight  o'clock  en  his  return  to 
Stockholm.  Her  imperial  ma- 
jefty  being  apprized  of  his  de- 
parture, (for  his  Swedifti  majefty 
did  not  take  a  formal  leave  of  the 
emprefs)  wrote  a  letter  of  compli- 
ment, and  fent  it  after  the  King 
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of  Sweden,  together  with  a  pel i lie 
of  black  fox-fkin,  of  the  value  of 
30,000  roubles,  by  M.  Soritz,  one 
of  her  Imperial  majelty's  adjutants, 
whom  his  Swediih  majefty  inverted 
on  the  fpot  with  the  order  of  the 
fword. 

A  dreadful  inundation  _  , 
happened  at  Holmfirth,  near  3  * 
Hudderslield,  in  Vorkfhire,  occa- 
sioned by  the  burning  of  a  cloud 
on  the  adjacent  hills.  A  little  ri- 
vulet role  feveral  yards  in  height 
in  lefs  than  ten  minutes.  The  da- 
mage is  eftimared  at  io,oool.  be- 
fides  the  lofs  of  lives. 

The  Chevalier  D'Eon  lef:     r  , 
England,  declaring,  in  the     °    ' 
moll  folemn  manner,   that  (he  had 
the  poli- 
.  *:ncd  upon  her 

Thurfday  the  powder-mill  oh 
Epfom  Downs  accidentally  blew 
up.  Luckily  there  was  but  a  fmall 
quantirr  of  powder,  and  only  one 
man  in  the  place:  the  man  was  very 
much  hurt,  but  is  expected  to  re- 
cover. Part  of  the  roof  was  found 
at  near  a  mile'r  dirtance. 

Sir  George  Collier,  in  his  _  , 
majelty's  (hip  Rainbow,  ha- 
ving fallen  in  with  the  rebel  fqua- 
dron,  confuting  of  the  Hancock, 
Commodore  Manley,  with  the 
I,  and  the  Fox  fri- 
gate, has  had  the  good  fortune,  af- 
ter a  chace  of  39  hours,  to  take 
the  Hancock,  a  fine  new  frigate  of 
32  guns,  m  :llly  1  z-pounders,  and 
a  prime  failer.  Manley  miltook 
the  Rainbow,  of  40  guns,  for  the 
Raifonable  of  64,  and  expreffed 
great  chagrin,  after  he  had  llruck, 
upon  the  diicovery.  Cart.  Fo- 
theringham.  of  the  Fox,  was  on 
board  the  Hancock  ;  and  Manley 
favs,  that  he  engaged  the  Fox  for 
two  hours,  within  piftol  fhot. 

[A'j  2  Si* 
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Sir  George  Collier,  during  the  molifhed  and   thrown  down   into 

chace,    was   joined   by    the    Flora  the  fquare.     The  prifoners  in   the 

frigate,  who  had  the  gooJ  fortune  oppofite  ward  had  fattened  them- 

likewife  to  retake  the  Fox.     The  felves  in,  and  determined   to   do 

Bofton   has  efcaped,     by   taking  a  murder,  if  molefted  ;  then    began 

different  courfe.  their  outrage  in   endeavouring  to 

Late    laft     night    a    mod  pull  down   the  prifon,  and   conti- 

daring  and    dangerous   riot  nued  in  that  employ  all  night.     In 

happened  in  Newgate    among  the  the  morning,  the  lord-mayor  and 

prifoners   there   (the    principal  of  one  of  the   fheriffs,  on  being  ac- 

whom  were  thofe  for  the  riot   and  quainted  with  the  tumult,  went  to 


20th. 


refcue  in  Moorhelds  about  three 
years  fince,  and  were  confined  in 
two  feparate  wards),  the  caufe 
whereof,  or  how  it  began,  is  not 
known.     It  feems  there  had  been 


Newgate,  attended  by  Mr.  Gates, 
and  feveral  officers,  and,  with  Mr. 
Akerman,  proceeded  to  the  qua- 
drangle ;  when  the  prifoners,  on 
being  called    to    by    his  lordlhip, 


fome  quarrels  amongft  them,  which  appeared  in  the  windows  of  their 
had  in  fome  meafure  fubfided.  refpeclive  wards.  His  lordfhip 
When   the  turnkeys    at    the    ufual     defired  to  know  what  induced  them 


time  locked  them  up  in  their  dif- 
ferent wards,  about  ten  at  night, 
they  were  alarmed  with  a  very 
great  noife  of  fvvearing  and  blaf- 
phemous  language,  with  the  break- 
ing of  windows,  and  iron  cale- 
ments  falling  into  the  quadrangle; 


to  commit  this  outrage,  or  what 
they  had  to  complain  of,  that  it 
might  be  redrefTed.  Two  or  three 
of  the  ringleaders  of  the  other 
ward  were  then  let  down,  and 
taken  before  his  lordlhip  in  the 
lodge,  who  very  humanely  expoiiu- 


on   which,    Mr.    Akerman   being  lated  with    them  on  this  atrocious 

fent  for,  came  into  the  quadrangle,  offence:   they  anfwered,  they  had. 

and  inquiring  the  reafon  of  the  tu-  no   complaint   again!!  the   keeper, 

mult,  was  anfwered  by  a  volley  of  but  that  the  length  of  the  time  of 

oaths  and  brickbats,  who  thereon  their  imprifonment,  and  their  po- 

cauling  the  do<r    to    be    fuddenly  verty,  had   made  them   defperate. 

opened,  rufhed  in  and  feized  Ma-  His    lordfhip   promifed,    that,  on 


dan,  one  of  the  principal  ring- 
leaders of  that  ward,  by  the  collar; 
and  a  feu  file  enfuing,  in  which 
Madan,  attempting  to  knock  Mr. 
Akerman  do>,vn  with  a  brick,  re- 
ceived a  wound,  which  difabled 
him  from  doing  further  mifchief; 
when  he,  together  with  one  Hawes, 
who  was  alio  wounded,  and  two 
others,  were  brought  down  and  put 
into  the  cells;  the  reft  of  that 
ward  were  locked  in,  and  then  the 
confufion  became  general  over  that 


their  good  behaviour  and  peaceable 
deportment  during  the  continu- 
ance cf  their  imprifonment,  he 
would  reprefent  their  cafe  to  his 
maielty,  in  order  to  procure  a  re- 
miflion  of  forne  part  thereof.  This 
ended,  and  Mr.  Akerman  gene- 
roufly  forgave  them  the  infult  of- 
fered to  himfelf,  and  they  were  re- 
ftored  to  their  former  iituations, 
and  peace  to  the  prifon. 

A  fire  happened   at   Aid-         , 
bourn,  in  Wiltfhire,  which   *"*" 


fide  of  the  prifon,  (o  that  all   the     entirely  confumed   fixty   dwelling- 
vvicdows  and  cafements  were  de-    hauler,    with    out-houfes,.    bawis, 
5  and 
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and  {tables. — It  is  not  more  than 
eighteen  years  fince  this  unfortu- 
nate place  was  almolt  entirely  burnt 
to  allies,  with  the  additional  mif- 
fbrtune  of  lofiog  the  greateit  part 
of  their  harveft  ;  and  they  have 
row  fuffered  greatly  by  the  lofs  of 
molt  part  of  their  hay.  This  dread- 
ful calamity  arofe  from  a  m 
imprudently  throwing  out 
allies  againll  a  barn. 

,  By    letters   from   Gotten- 

3       '   burgh,  in  Sweden, 
ricans    have    found    their   way    to 
Marftraodi    a   tree    port    )'.■ 
'•  ,   and  have  been  fu, 

there    vvith    warlike   ltores,   in  ex- 
change for  rice  and  indigo. 

On  Satur  i  ly  la tt  an  inhal  itant 
of  Langwick,  in  the  comity  of 
Glamprgai  .  committed    to 

Cardiff  gaol,   for  the  murder  of  his 
niece,   a  girl  about  (even    years    of 
age,     by    holding    her    head 
fmall    pool    of   water    till   m 
dead,     by    which  he    came    to  an 
ellate  of  about  30I.  a  year, 
murder  was  committed  near  nxteen 
years  ago  ;   and  a  woman  who  faw 
t&  perpetrated,   ir  is  faid,  has 
bicn  fee'd  annually  to  keep  it  a  fe- 
cret.     The  reafon  of  her  discover- 
ing it  now,   is  owing  to  the  man's 
'ting  the  ufual  payment.    b;ie 
is  alio  committed  with  him  as  an 
evidence. 

S  U  M  M  E  R   ASSIZE  S. 

At  Buckingham  the  afiizes 
proved  maiden. 

A:  Abingdon,  3  condemned, 
but  repric 

At  V.'inch.-ller,  3  capitally  con- 
victed,  but  reprieved. 

At  Oxford,  2  condemned,  but 
repric 

A:  Northampton,  1  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 


At  Huntingdon  afiizes,  a  girl, 
not  1  ^  years  of  age,  was  tried  for 
robbing  her  father,  an  innkeeper 
in  that  county,  of  15  guineas; 
and  being  convicted,  fhe  was 
branded,  and  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  for  fix  months. 

At  the  lame  time  a  mother  and 

iter,  goveineiTts  to   a    lchcol 

ich  the  above  child  was  fcho- 

lar,   v.  ivmg    the 

oow- 
;.        .     nd  w 

.   rmer 
to  be  .  1  live 

. 
years. 

ined.and 
left  fur   execution. 

id,  6  condemned. 
..  aes  proved 
. 
At  B  ed. 

I  and 
ion. 
At   fork,    2   .    r.>mned,  one  of 
whom  was  lei:  forexecuti 

At  Salisbury,  -  ..  fentence 

■   Mi- 
1  Connor  Cboney, 
two  fold ic;  •  vwliul  murder 

of  Thomas  Scofe,  a  poor  man, 
who  uferi  to  travel  the  cctmtry 
with    :  .    Sec.   on    the  firll   of 

June  laft,  on  the  London  road  near 
that  city,  re  the  judges   left 

the  cicv,  they  reprieved  two  of  the 
other  . 

At  Lincoln,  5  condemned,  one 
of  whom  was  fur  the  murder  of  an 
infant  not  twenty  weeks  old. 

At  Gloucelter,  6  condemned— 
2  left  for  execution. 

At  Mai  ,    .  condemned. 

At  Nottingham,  the  afiizes  prov- 
ed maiden. 

At  Derby,  4  condemned~3  re- 
prieved. 


m  3 


At 
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At   Monmouth,   i    condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Norwich,   i   condemned  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  Leicefter,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Exeter,  4  condemned. 
At  the  aflizes  for  the  county    of 
Devon,   7  condemned. 

At  Hereford,  2  condemned — 
^reprieved. 

AtDurham,  3  condemned— 1  re- 
prieved. 

At  Croydon  aflizes,  3  condemn- 
ed. 

At  the  fame  aflizes,  p.  Phillips 
was  indicted,  for  that  having  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Sawyer,  in  1768,  he 
had  likewife  married  Sarah  War- 
den in  March  lait,  his  former  wife 
being  then  alive. 

The  flrft  witnefs  produced  an  ex- 
tract of  the  parilh  regilter  of  Shen- 
ley,  certifying  the  marriage.  To 
this  evidence  the  counfel  for  the 
prifoner  objected,  alledging  the  re- 
gilter itfelf  was  alone  competent 
evidence.  The  learned  ferjeant 
who  fat  as  judge,  did  not  wholly 
accede  to  this  doctrine,  obferving, 
that  though  the  book  itfelf  is  the 
belt  evidence,  yet  the  law  has  no 
where  negatived  an  authentic, 
proved  extract.  The  profecutors, 
however,  put  an  end  to  all  debate, 
by  producing  a  living  witnefs  who 
law  them  married,  and  atted  as 
father  by  giving  away  the  bride. 
The  firfc  marriage  being  thus  elta- 
blifhed,  they  produced  the  fame 
evidence  of  the  lait  marriage. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoner  did 
not  attempt  a  denial  of  the  facts, 
but  let  up  a  defence,  that  previous 
to  his  marriage  with  either  of  thefe 
wives,  he  had  actually  married  a 
third  wife,  Anne  Lediard,  in  1757; 
in  proof  whereof  he  likewife  pro- 


duced the  fame  kind  of  evidence, 
and  alio  the  brother  of  the  faid 
Anne,  who  proved  the  marriage, 
and  that  Anne  lived  till  the  year 
1 775 ,  when  (he  died  at  the  houle 
of  one  Mr.  Pullen,  of  Field-lane, 
near  Holborn.  This  teftimony 
was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Pullen, 
who  produced  the  undertaker's 
bill,  which  he  had  paid  for  her  fu- 
neral. 

A  bricklayer,  who  formerly 
worked  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
prifoner  at  St.  Alban's,  Hertford- 
fhire,  fwore,  That  he  remembered 
feeing  the  faid  Anne  come  to  the 
prifoner's  houfe,  claiming  to  be 
his  wife,  and  that  the  prifyner  ac- 
knowledged her  to  be  his  wife. 

The"  counfel  for  the  prifoner 
having  eitablilhed  this  full  mar- 
riage, the  fecond  of  courfe  became 
null  and  void  ;  no  criminal  verdict 
therefore  could  be  founded  upon  it. 
The  judge  lamented  that  fuch  a 
defence  ihould  be  fupported,  but 
as  the  law  ftands,  it  could  not  be 
controverted.  The  jury  pronoun- 
ced,  Not  Guilty. 

At  Newcaftle,  the  aflizes  proved 
maiden. 

At  Coventry,  3  prifoners  were 
tried,  none  of  whom  were  capitally 
convicted. 

At  Warwick,  1  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  c  condemned,  one 
of  whom,  for  murder,  was  exe- 
cuted. 

At  Salop,  2  condemned. 

At  Lewes,  3  condemned. 

At  Wells,  2  condemned,  but  rer 
prieved. 

At  Carlifle,  2  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Lancafter,  John  Rockley  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death,  being 
charged  on  oath  with  having  ra- 

vifhed 
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vifhed  his  grand-daughter,  an  in- 
ndcr  ten  years  of  age,  a:  Li- 
verpool, on  the  16th  of 

DlBD,    Anthony  Purvcr,  3  ' 
ker,  at  Andover,   in    Hampf 
he  was  many  years  a  fchool  mailer 
it   Frenchay,    in    Gloucefterwire. 
In     his     younger     days      he    had 
been  a  (hoe-maker,  :hout 

tuior  or   j  hard 

labour   and   nnweari  ,    he 

purchafed    and    perafed    moft    of 
the  authors    in    the    on 
guages ;  and  hi 

■ 
his  trar.flation  of  the 

incnt,     which    he     publ 
;  1    two    Vol 
folio. 


Hi. 


'  T  E  M   D  i.  R. 

Some    few     days    ago 
fi  (her men  of  ( trim 

■  ed,  a  lit-; 

hih,  floating  on  the  furface  of  the 

water,  of  a    moll   enormous 

which,  when  they   had  got  to  the 

red    to  he   a   male  of 

les,  called   the 

fin-filh.      It  was  fe<  (  days 

fincc  on  the  Yorkfliire  coall,   from 

whence  it    was   ftruck  at   by  fome 

harpooners.     In  length  it  meafares 

(even teen  yards  and  an  halt,  and  is 

or   a   proportionable   bulk,  and   it 

..odd  yield  two  tons 

of  oil. 

This  day  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord- mayor  proceeded  to 
Smithfield,  and  proclaimed  Bar- 
tholomew-fair ;  and,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  the  fheritt,  partook 
of  a  cool  tankard  a:  Newgate  with 
M-.  Akerman. 


3d. 


:  of  a  Letter  fi'- 1  Italy,  Aug.  I . 
"  The  brother  of  the  Ab] 
Spalarro  was  afTallinated  in  the 
ftreets  of  Venice.  Letters  were 
found  in  his  pot  kets  apprizing  h:m 
bat  he  neglected  to 
take  any  precaution." 

Ut,  an  heirefs  of  a 
large  fortune,  was  carried  oh'~  the 
.ing    of    lalt    month    from 
!  county,  in  Ireland,   brought 
over    I  and  after. 

carried  ro  1  r  .n<  e,  by  a  gen- 

tleman of  t  nny. 

She  i  .  and  a 

;>  have  ol 
• 
'   :hcr  and  Ion,   who  were 
• 

were  near  ken  by  Sir 

Irighthelm- 
liled  it 
the  ; 

month  a  fire 

I  in  a  cottage  at  Auburn, 

,   which  in    a  tew  hours  con- 

fumed  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 

tow;:.      'J ":.  e   is   computed 

ands,   over 

and  above  all  iofurancei ;  and  the 

dillr>. ■!  ;  >or,   who    have  loifc 

their  all,   is  truly  deplorable. 

A  Cnperb  white  marble  lta-  _  , 
toe,   in  honour  of  Mrs.  Caiha- 
rine  Macaulay,  was  creeled  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church   of  St.  Ste- 
phen,  Walbrook,   by  Dr.  Thomas 
Wilfon,   redor  of  the  pari  111. 

A  court  of  aldern.cn  was  , 
held,  at  which  were  prefent  ' 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen  Bull, 
Efdaile,  Oliver,  Plomer,  Pcckham, 
Hay  ley,  Newnham,  Smith,  Hart, 
Wright,  the  recorder,  and  Plumbe 
and  Thomas,  fheriffs.  Mr.  Cur- 
fon  and  Mr.  Naih  (the  fheriffs 
eleel)  attended  the  courts,  and  the 
former  having  his  fix  compurgators 
j.  ready, 
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1 2th. 


1 6th. 


ready,  {"wore  himfelf  not  to  be 
worth  15, cool,  but  the  latter  ac- 
quainting the  court  that  he  was 
ffot  ready,  he  was  allowed  further 
lime. 

His  majefty  in  council 
was  this  day  pleafed  to  or- 
der, that  the  parliament,  which 
ftar.ds  prorogued  to  Thnrfday  the 
1  8th  day  of  this  inftant  September, 
fhoufd  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thu'rfday  the  30111  day  of  Oclober 
next. 

This  day,  at  his  feat  at 
Newnham,  in  Oxfordfhire, 
the  body  of  Earl  Harcourt  was 
found  dead,  in  a  narrow  well,  in 
his  park,  with  the  head  down- 
wards, and  nothing  appearing 
above  water  but  the  feet  and  legs. 

It  is  imagined  this  melancholy 
accident  was  occafioned  by  his 
over  reaching  himfelf  in  endea- 
vouring to  fave  the  life  of  a  favou- 
rite dog,  who  was  found  in  the 
well  with  him,  {landing  on  his 
lordfhip's  feet.  His  hat  and  right- 
hand  glove  lay  by  the  fide  of  the 
well.  Every  poffible  method  for 
the  recovery  of  drowned  perfons 
was  made  ufe  of  for  three  feveral 
times,  but  unfortunately  wii.hc.ut 
effeft. 

,  This  evening  about  nine 

'  '  o'clock,  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hawke,  fon  of  Lord  Havvke,  was 
coming  to  town,  between  Ken  ting- 
ton  and  Knightfbridge,  his  horfe 
ran  againft  a  poft-chaife  and  fell, 
and  one  of  the  fhafts  of  the  chaile 
penetrating  Mr.  Haw  he's  body, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

Yefierday   the   feffions  ended   at 
the  Old-Bailey,  uhen  the   follow- 
ing convicts    received   fentence  of 
viz.    James   Hanifon,   [or 


death 


ftca'.ing,   in  the  houfe  of  Richard 
Bum,  Efcj;  two  fuits  of  cloaths, 


and  feveral  pair  of  filk  {lockings; 
Thomas  Jones,  for  breaking  open 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Jemina  Sainthill, 
in  Duke-ilreet,  Mancheiler-iquare, 
and  Healing  a  quantity  of  linen  ; 
Richard  Turwood,  for  dealing  in 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Wild  man,  gold- 
fmith,  in  Cheapfide,  where  he  was 
a  fervant,  1 1  guineas,  and  a  gilt 
{hilling;  and  John  Greaves,  for 
breaking  into  the  coach-houfe  and 
{tabling  belonging  to  the  houie  of 
Henry  Morris,  Efq;  at  Hammcr- 
fmith,  and  ftealing  thereout  a  pair 
of  coach-harnefs,  three  coach- 
glaffes,  and  other  things.  Thir- 
teen were  ordered  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames,  one  to  hard  labour 
in  Clerkenwell  Bridewell  for  three 
years,  twenty-fix  were  branded, 
and  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
different  terms,  four  to  be  privately 
whipped,  and  onepublickly ;  fixty- 
one  were  difcharged  by  proclama- 
tion. 

At  the  above  feffions,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  was  arraigned  on  twenty-four 
different  counts,  for  a  forgery, 
fa i d  to  have  been  committed  by 
him,  with  intent  to  defraud  the 
London  Affurance  company,  &c. 
He  had  been  many  years  clerk-ac- 
comptant  in  that  office,  and  was 
charged  with  having  prefixed  a  fi- 
gure of  3  to  the  fum  of  260I.  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England,  by 
which  i  t  appeared  as  if  3260 1.  had 
been  paid  in,  inftead  of  260 1, 
which  fraud  was  detecled  by  the 
clerk  who  carried  the  money.  He 
was  found  guilty  ;  but  a  point  of 
law  arifing,  his  fentence  was  re- 
ferred to  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 
Mr.  Cutler  was  alio  put  to  the 
bar  for  a  rape  on  the  body  or  Mrs. 
Bradley.  Mrs.  Bradley  and  a  Mr. 
Hamlin  were  the  only  witneffes 
examined  for  the  prolecution  :  the 

former 
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former   gave    an    account  of  the 
whole  tranfa&ion  ;   the  latter  only 
repe.-tea  yvhat  (he  h  :d  given  in  evi 
,   which  he  fdd  ihe   had  alfo 
told  him  the  morning  the  t  ...t  was. 
committed  :     here   was   however  a 
palpable    contradiction     in     fome 
parts  of  their  relations.     The  wit- 
nefles  for  the  prifoner  proved  many 
contrarieties    in  the  deposition    of 
the  evidence,  on    which  the  j 
told  the  jury  that   he  fuppo'.. 
need   not  read   his    notes  to  them, 
as  he   imagined  they  mail  be  fully 

:J  ;     the    jury     fa;. 
were,  without hefraiion  pronounced 
the  priloner — Not  guilty. 

Alfo  William  Giblon  was  tried 
for  the    murder    of  John  Collier  ; 
and  Downs,  the  principal  wil 
not  appearing,    he  was  acquitted. 

This  evening  Mr.  Layton,  and 
another  of  his  majeity's  orricers  of 
the  excife,  attacked  a  pa/1 
fmugglers,  thirteen  in  n amber,  en 
the  road  near  Kingilon,  S 
when  Mr.  Layton  was  fo  cruellv 
cut  and  mangled,  that  he  died  in 
the  Weltnunlter  Infirmary. 

Paris,  Sept.  12.  A  furvey  of  the 
French  American  colonies  has  late- 
ly been  made  by  order  of  the 
and  laid  before  the  iupreme  council 
at  Paris,  which  is  eftablilhed  tor 
the  improvement  of  the  French 
Weft-India  fettlements  ;  by  m 
it  appears  their  iflands  are  ii  a 
moft  rlouriming  ftate.  The  num- 
ber of  their  llaves  amounts  to 
386,500,  reckoning  240,000  at 
St.  Domingo,  75,000  at  Ma/tini- 
co,  64,000  at  Guadalupe,  4000  at 
St.  Lucia,  and  3500  at  Cayenne; 
to  iupply  the  annual  dehciency  in 
which  number,  an  annual  importa- 
tion of  20,000  Blacks  is  nece 
His  majefty  has  amply  rewarded 
M.  Petit,  who  made  this  calcula- 
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tion,  and  has  direcled  the  fupreme 
council  to  draw  up  a  number  of  re- 
gulations fc-r  prelerving  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  natives  of  the 
.iids  and  the  European 
planter.-. 

A  com  Tion- hall  was  held  . 

at  Guildhall  for  the  election  5  ' 
offheriffs  '  ir  the  year  enfuiag,  in 
the  1  Efq; 

who  did  11  it  appear  to  give  bond  to 
the  faid  1  f&  e,  and  John  Cur- 
irged 
from  the  laid  office  for infufKciency 
11  all  the  aldermen 
who  had  act  ferved   the  office  were 
put    in    nomination  ;  after    which 
James    Savage,  Efq;   cooper,  and 
Philip     Rowden,     Efq;     vintner, 
were  put  up,  when  they  having  a 
majority  of  hands    were   declared 
duly  elected. 

A  wardmote  was  held  at 
Baker's  Hall,  in  Tharr.es- 
ftreet,  before  the  lord- mayor,  for 
the  election  of  an  alderman  of 
Tower  .   in  the  room  of  Al- 

derman    Smith,     refigned,    when 
;         I    ^p-boiler, 
in    £  :!reet,   and    one  of 

the  common  council  of  that  ward, 
tofen  without  oppolition. 
The  fame  day,  at  a  court  of  en- 
quiry by  the  governors  of  Bethlem 
-ldewell  Hofpitals,    a  charge 
was  made  againlt  one   of  the  go- 
vernors   for  n.-rving  appropriated  a 
.rtion  of  the  bread, 
beer,   milk,  butter,   beef,   &c. 
to  the  u!e  of  himfelf  and  family. 
the  charge,   but 
intended  to  pay  for 
what  he  had  fo  applied. 

A  common- hall  was  held  , 

at  Guildhall  for    the  elec-      9 

a   lord-mayor  of  this  city 

for  the   anfuir.g   year.     The  court 

being  opened,    Mr.    Nugent,  the 

common 
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common  ferjeant,  read  aloud  the 
names  of  the  following  aldermen, 
as  perfons  that  had  ferved  the  ofrice 
of  fheriff,  viz.  Efdaile,  Kennett, 
Oliver,  Lewes,  Hayley,  Ne.vn- 
ham,  Lee,  and  Hart  :  their  names 
were  feverally  put  up,  and  the  ihovv 
of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of 
Efdaile  and  Kennett.  The  She- 
riffs declared  the  election  had  fallen 
on  Meffrs.  Edaile  and  Kennett, 
upon  which  the  lord-mayor  and 
aldermen  returned  to  the  council- 
chamber,  and  in  a  fhort  time  came 
on  the  hulling?,  and  declared  the 
election  had  fallen  on  Sir  James 
Efdaile. 

,  The  lord-mayor,  accord- 

ing  to  annual  cultom,  went 
to  Weftminfter-Hall,  and  made  a 
return  of  the  two  old  lhe  riffs  (Al- 
derman Plumbe  and  Thomas),  who 
were  (worn  in  before  the  barons  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  ferVe 
that  office  till  twoperfons  are  elect- 
ed for  the  year  enfuing. 

James  Savage  and  Philip  Row- 
den,  Efquires,  both  paid  the  fine 
to  be  excufed  fefving. 

On  the  141I1  of  this  month  an 
inundation  happened  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  more  extenfive  and  de- 
iuuetive  than  has  ever  been  re- 
membered in  thole  parts.  A  vio- 
lent hurricane  at  W.  S.  W.  which 
began  about  two  in  the  morning, 
railed  the  waters  in  four  hours  to 
the  height  of  fourteen  feet  above 
the  ordinary  level  of  the  Neva,  by 
which  the  whole  town,  and  a  great 
extent  of  the  fiat  country  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  rapidly  over- 
flowed. The  water  remained 
about  half  an  hour  at  its  extreme 
height  ;  but  the  wind  getting  a  lit- 
tle to  the  northward,  it  returned 
in  a  very  fhort  time  to  its  ufual 
bounds.     It  is  impoffible  ts  eiU- 


mate  the  lofs  which  the  Hate  and 
individuals  have  fuffered.  The 
number  of  perfons  drowned  muft 
be  confiderable.  In  the  belt  parts 
of  the  town  many  houfes  are  un- 
roofed, and  the  lofs  of  goods  de- 
stroyed is  not  to  be  eftimated.  In 
the  gardens  of  the  fummer  palace 
great  numbers  of  the  fineft  trees  are 
broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  lower  Ikirts  of  the  town,  in- 
habited by  the  poorer  fort  of  peo- 
ple, prefented  a  fcene  of  defolation 
which  can  be  more  eafily  imagined 
than  defcribed.  Many  perfons 
were  drowned  in  their  beds,  and 
others,  who  fought  for  fafety  from 
the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  were  car- 
ried from  thence  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  and  thofe  who  efcaped 
with  life  were  left  deftitute  of  ha- 
bitations and  eiicis.  Great  da- 
mage is  tior.s  at  the  quay  of  the 
exchange,  and  to  the  lower  maga- 
zines and  warehoufes.  Numbers 
of  barks,  laden  with  iron,  hemp, 
grain,  wood,  &c.  were  ftaved, 
funk,  or  driven  into  the  Irreets  or 
fields.  Several  large  veffels,  ly- 
ing between  this  place  and  Cron- 
fiadt,  were  driven  afhore  into 
woods  and  gardens.  Many  of  the 
country  houles  in  the  neighbour- 
hood are  deftroyed.  The  village 
of  CatherinehofF,  and  fome  others 
on  the  fame  coall,  were  entirely 
fwept  away,  with  all  the  cattle  ; 
and  many  lives  were  loil  there,  as 
well  as  on  the  fide  of  the  Galley 
Haven,  where  the  ground  is  very 
low.  The  great  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Neva  was  carried  away, 
and  moll  of  the  bridges  in  the 
town,  except  thofe  on  the  new  (lone 
quay  (no  part  of  which  has  fuffered 
any  material  damage),  were  torn 
up.  We  haTe  the  fatisfaftion  to 
hear,  however,  that  little  or  no 
damage 
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damage  has  been  done  to  the  works 
or  (hipping  at  Cronftadt. 

According  to  accurate  observa- 
tions it  appears,  that  the  waters 
rofe  a  foot  and  a  half  higher  than 
in  the  great  inundation  which  hap- 
pened there  in  the  year  1752. 

Died,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edmor.d 
Granger,  prebend  and  morning 
lecturer  of"  Exeter  cathedral,  rec- 
tor of  Sowden,  and  vicar  of  Ho- 
niton  Clift,  in  Somerfetfhire.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  biographical 
hiftory  upon  a  new  plan,  and 
feveral  other  curious  historical 
pieces. 

The  Rev.  Fr.  Fawkes,  rector  of 
Hayes,  Kent,  author  of  feveral 
ingenious  poems  and  tranflations. 

Lately,  Mr.  Abraham  Franco, 
a  Jew  merchant,  aged  96,  faid  to 
have  died  worth  900,000!. 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  relict  of  the 
Rev.  Jofeph  Williamfon,  many 
years  rector  of  Leachley,  in  York- 
shire :  She  had  11  children,  54 
grand-children,  53  great-grand- 
children, and  Sixgreat-great-grand- 
children  :  fhe  is  furvived  by  feven 
children,  37  grand-children,  42 
great-grand-children,  and  five 
great-great-grand-children . 


OCTOBER. 

ft  A    general   court    of   the 

governors  of  Bethlehem  and 
Bridewell  hofpitals  was  held,  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  en- 
quiry, who  fat  to  investigate  the 
charge  urged  againftone  of  the  go- 
vernors, accufed  of  appropriating 
part  of  the  hofpital  victuals,  beer, 
&c.  to  his  own  ufe,  was  made  ; 
and  it  appearing  that  the  charge 
v/as  fully  Supported,  the  court  paSTed 
a  voce  of  cenfure  upon  the  delin- 
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quent,  which  (unfortunately)  is 
the  only  punilhment  in  their  power 
to  inflict. 

A  common  hall  was  held  , 
atGuildhall,  for  the  choice  of  2  * 
two  peribns  to  ferve  the  office  of 
fheriff.  After  the  lord- mayor  had 
quitted  the  huflings,  and  previous 
to  the  election,  Mr.  Common  Ser- 
jeant came  forward,  and  addrefTed 
the  livery  :  he  told  them  that  the 
choice  ofperfons  to  that  office  who 
were  ineligible,  or  would  not  ferve, 
would  be  a  great  hindrance  to  bu- 
finnefs  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  it 
would  fall  on  fuch  as  would  ferve, 
and  were  proper  perfons.  All  the 
aldermen  who  had  not  ferved  the 
office  were  then  put  in  nomination, 
but  the  fhew  of  hands  appeared  for 
Robert  Peckham,  Efq;  alderman 
of  Cole:nan- Street  ward  ;  and  Ri- 
chard C'arke,  Efq;  alderman  of 
Broad-itreet  ward ;  whereupon  they 
were  declared  duly  elected. 

A  commiflion   pafled    the        , 
grc;.t  feal  for  proroguing  the    ^     " 
parliament  to  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  day  fixed  for  opening  the 
feffion. 

Orders  are  given  to  the  ,  , 
captains  of  the  EaSt-Indiamen 
that  are  to  go  out  the  enfuing  fea- 
fon  to  take  on  board  their  full  com- 
plement of  men,  with  the  liberty 
ofreceiving  an  additional  number 
at  any  of  the  out- ports;  they  are 
to  mount  26  guns  each,  with  all 
ordnance  Stores,  for  their  better 
defence  in  cafe  of  being  attacked 
by  any  of  the  American  priva- 
teers. 

Letters  from    Bred   men-        , 
tion,    that     a     Ship    arrived     ^ 
there    brings    an    account    of   an 
earthquake  having  lately  happened 
at    Goree,     the   principal    French 
Settlement  on  the  coafl  of  Africa, 

which. 
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which  had   done   confiderable  da-  having    murdered     the    deceafed. 

mage  to  the  place,  and  choaked  up  The   juftice   immediately  repaired 

the   harbour   fo  much  as  to  render  to  the  houfe,  had   the    door  broke 

it  dangerous  for  flapping  to  enter  open,  and,   upon  fearch,  found  the 

therein.  deceafed  moft  inhumanly  mangled 

.1  This  day  began  the  fe(-  and  bruifed,  and   his   body    thruft 

•>         fions  of  the  peace  for    the  into  a  trunk  in   the  dreffing-room, 

county  of  Middlefex  at  Guildhall,  with  his  head    bent   down    on  his 

Weilminfcer,  when  a  man  was  in-  left  bread,  his  knees  forced  up   to 

dieted  tor  a  nuifance  by  theinhabi-  his    chin,     and    almoft    putrified. 

tants  of    Hockley-in-the  hole,  for  The    murderer  wa3    apprehended 

killing  and   boiling  horfes,  which  the  fame  evening,  by  Ju.tice  Gret- 

©ccafioned  fu'ch  a  putrefaction  in  the  ton  in  perf  n,  juit  as  he  arrived  at 

air,  that   the    neighbours  declared  his    lady's    lodgings,     in     Caltle- 

they    were    not    able    at  times  to  ftreet,    in    a     poltchaife,    from    a 

move   from    their   houfes ;  he  was  country  jaunt.     On  his  examina- 

convicled,  and  fentenced  to  be  im-  tion,  he  confeffed  being  guilty   of 

priloned  in  Newgate  for   the  term  the    murder,    but  as  nothing   ap- 

of  two  years,  to  pay  the  penalty  of  peared  againft  the  woman,  fne  was 

100I.   and  find  fecurity  for  his  fu-  difcharged,  and  the  prifoner  com- 

ture  good  behaviour  for  three  years  mitted   to  Newgate,   on    the  coro- 
ner's inquelt,  for  Wilful  Murder. 

Lewis   Mercier,     alias    Bouvet, 
alias   Bertie,     who  committed  the 


more. 
16th. 


A  moft  horrid  murder 
was  di (covered  to  have  been 
perpetrated  en  the  body  of  Monf. 
Valence  Moudroit,  a  French  gen- 
tieman,  a  jeweller,  at  his  lodg- 
ings in   Princes-ftreet,  Cavendifh'- 


abore  murder,  was  originally  bred 
a  hair-drefTer ;  but  attending  the 
public  anatomical  lectures  at  Paris, 
afTumed  the  character  of  a  fur^eon. 


fquare,  by  a  Swede,  who  was  his  Some  time  after  he  came  to  Eng- 
interpreter,  in  the  following  man-  land,  and  went  from  Liverpool 
ner:  the  maid-ii^ant  of  the  houfe,  doctor  of  a  Guinea  fhip  ;  but  v.  as 
not  having  feen  the  deceafed  fince  difmiiTed  for  his  barbarous  trcat- 
the  time  he  went  to  bed  on  Satur-  merit  of  the  negroes,  during  the 
day  night,  was  very  uneafy,  and  voyage.  On  his  return  he  became 
made  frequent  inquiries  concerning  connected  with  a  gang  of  horfe- 
him  to  the  interpreter,  butwa.sal-  dealers;  and  made  a  cor.fiderable 
ways  anfwered,  '  he  was  out  of  furn  of  monev,  by  felling  the  cat- 
town.'  The  maid's  fufpicions  in-  tie  which  were  ftojen  at  Dunkirk, 
creafing,  fhe  was  determined  to  and  other  parts  of  Prance.  In  the 
fee  into  the  deceafed's  apartments,  year  1772,  he  was  committed  to 
and  accordingly  reared  a  ladder  to  Newgate,  and  capitally  convicted 
the  back  window,  which  fhe  open-  for  horfc-itealing  at  the  Old-Bal- 
ed,  and,  to  her  furprize,  perceived  ley. 

the  floor  in  a  fea  of  blood.  She  By  the  inter  eft  of  a  French  no- 
went  directly  to  Juftice  Gretton's,  bleman,  he  received  the  royal 
in  Margaret- ftreet,  and  made  him  mercy,  and  was~  ordered  to  be. 
acquainted  therewith,  and  of  her  tranfported  for  fourteen  years  ;  but 
ftrong  fufpicions  of  the  interpreter  returned  about  fix  weeks  ago,  and 

fome 
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fbme  of  Sir  John  Fielding's  peo- 
ple were  aftuallv  in  purfuit  of  him 
the  day  before  he  committed  the 
horrid  murder  upon  Air.  Moudroit. 
-  1  The  feffions,   which  be- 

gan at  the  Old-Bailey  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  thirteen 
convicts  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
namely,  Wm.  Loveridge,  Robert 
Collins,  James  Anderfen,  and  Ni- 
cholas Rid^r,  for  houfe-breaking  ; 
Michael  Cafhmin,  for  horfe-lteal- 
ing  ;  four  chimney-fvveeper's  boys 
for  (hop-lifting  ;  John  Morris, 
Benjamin  and  Charles  Lee^  for 
breaking  open  a  bureau  in  a  public- 
houfe,  and  ftealing  from  thence 
19  guineas  and  a  crown-piece  ; 
Hen.  Parkinfon,  for  robbing  a  lit- 
tle bov  in  the  ftreet  ;  ,4nn  Ellifon, 
for  privately  ftealing  upwards  of 
1  7,  guineas  in  the  d welling- houfe of 
John  Doer,  her  mailer,  the  Crown 
alehoufe,  in  Ni  \ /]  ■  rt-market  ; 
Thomas  Antibus,  for  ftealing  three 
"heifers  out  of  a  field  near  Hendon  ; 
George  Johnfon,  for  horfe- deal- 
ing ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin 
RufTen,  for  injuring  a  girl  under 
ten  years  old.  He  was  m after  of 
the  fuhfeription  charity-fchool  at 
Bethnal-green,  and  was  tried  on 
four  indictments  for  fimilar  of- 
ences,  but  found  guilty  only  on 
the  firlt.  In  his  defence  he  denied 
the  faft,  and  pleaded  the  malice  of 
tiis  enemies,  who,  he  faid,  had 
charged  him  with  thoie  offences  to 
deprive  him  of  his  place. 

A  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stance happened  at  the  Old-Bailey 
the  lall  fefiions,  which  ftiews  how 
cautious  and  well  informed  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  a  jury  lhould  be  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty.  A  young 
fellow  was  tried  for  a  capital  felo- 
ny, and,  through  the  inexperience 
©f  the  foreman,  a  verdict  was  found 


to  the  extreme  of  the  charge. 
When  the  convicts  were  brought 
down  to  receive  fentence,  the  court 
was  thrown  into  an  alarm  bv  the 
Miudlefex  jury,  who  declared  that 
they  had  refolved  to  find  the  pri- 
foner  guilty  cf  the  bare  felony  in 
ftealing  the  goods,  and  to  acquit 
him  of  having  privately  ftoleri 
them ;  an  offence  for  which  the 
punifhment  would  not  take  away 
his  life  :  whereas  they  were  now 
aftonilhed  to  fee  him  among  thofe 
condemned  to  fufFer  death  ;  that, 
when  they  were  deliberating  upon 
the  evidence,  fo  far  were  they 
from  any  intention  cf  finding  the 
prifoner  guilty  of  the  fpecific 
charge  in  the  indictment,  that  they 
obferved  among  themfcJves  he  was 
a  very  proper  object  for  the  ballaft- 
ters.  The  recorder  endea- 
voured, with  all  that  humanity 
which  diltinguifhes  his  character, 
to  foften  the  rigour  of  the  verdict, 
and  to  that  purpole  made  a  ftrict 
inquiry  of  the  cauf?  of  thia  egre- 
gious error,  but  it  turned  out  to 
be  not  in  his  province  to  complv 
with  the  companionate  wifhes  of 
the  jury.  The  verdict  was  re- 
corded, and  the  only  method  to 
five  the  poor  fellow  from  the  dif- 
grace  and  horror  of  a  violent  death, 
was  a  petition  from  the  jury  to  the 
king,  which  the  recorder  promifed 
to  deliver,  and  aid  their  attempt 
to  amend  the  miftake.  The  pri- 
foner kerned  to  be  ihocked  exceed- 
ingly. Being  called  upon  to  fhew 
caufe  why  fentence  fhculd  not  be 
pronounced  againft  him,  he  faid, 
'  I  thought  I  was  not  found  guilty 
of  a  capital  offence,  till  I  was 
fetched  down  from  the  cells.'  The 
audience  were  affected,  and  at  the 
fame  time  happy  to  fee  fo  much 
penitence  in  his  behaviour. 
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,  A  common  council  was 
23d'  this  day  held  at  Guildhall, 
at  which  were  prefent  the  lord- 
mayor,  lord-mayor  elect.,  alder- 
men Alfop,  Bull,  Kennett,  Hay- 
ley,  Oliver,  Wright,  Pugh,  Peck- 
ham  and  Clarke,  the  fheriffs,  and 
recorder. 

A  petition  from  the  creditors  of 
Alderman  Wilkes,  late  lord-mayor, 
was  delivered  into  the  court,  and, 
upon  a  motion  being  made  for  the 
reading  the  faid  petition,  great  de- 
bates enfued  ;  and  on  the  queition 
being  put,  it  was  carried  and  read. 
A  motion  was  then  made  that  the 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  and, 
on  a  divifion  being  demanded  and 
granted,  there  appeared  feven  al- 
derman and  73  common-council- 
men  for  the  queftion  ;  and  one  al- 
derman and  72  common-council- 
men  againlt  it;  whereupon  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

1  This    day     about    three 

4"  "  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  his  duchefs,  family, 
and  retinue,  arrived  at  Gloucefter 
houfe  from  Italy  ;  his  royal  high- 
nefs is  in  a  much  better  ftate  of 
health  than  was  expected. 

The  following  is  the  eflimate  of 
the  charge  of  pulling  down  and 
rebuilding  the  gaol  of  Newgate  : 

Leafehold  interefts  to  be  pur- 
chafed  in  the  Old-Bailey,  from  the 
Mafon's  Yard  to  Newgate,  and 
fome  houfes  oppofite  thereto, 
66col.  The  old  materials  were  to 
pay  for  taking  down,  and  clearing 
away  the  rubbifh  to  the  furface  of 
the  ftreets.  The  New  Prifon  to 
anfwer  the  late  Sefiions  Houfe,  and 
to  contain  diftinct  wards  for  the 
men  and  women  debtors,  and  men 
and  women  felons,  tranfports,  and 


convicts ;  a  chapel,  a  keeper's 
houfe,  taphoufe,  futlery,  yards, 
area,  ponds  of  water,  &c.  which 
required  160  fquares  of  new  build- 
ing, which,  on  account  of  the  re- 
quifite  ftrength,  would  coft  250I. 
per  fqu are,  40,000!.  Salaries  and 
gratuities  to  the  furveyor,  the  com- 
mittee clerk,  the  chamberlain's 
clerks,  &c.  2750I.  Incidental 
expences,  1250I.     Total  50,0001. 

At   the  feffions    for    the  , 

county  of  Norfolk,  a  tradef-  ■> 
man  of  Norwich,  for  cheating  at 
cards,  was  fined  20 1.  and  fentenced 
to  fuffer  fix  months  imprifonment 
in  the  caftle,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize  ;  and,  in  cafe  the  faid  fine 
was  not  paid  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  then  to  ftand  on  the  pil- 
lory one  hour,  with  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  fame. 

The  following  is  a  true  ftate  of 
the  different  methods  of  getting 
money  by  lottery-office-keepers, 
and  other  ingenious  perfons,  who 
have  lbruck  out  different  plans  of 
getting  money  by  the  ftate  lottery 
of  1777. 

Firlt,  His  majefty's  royal  letters 
patent  for  fecuring  the  property  of 
purchafers. 

2dly,  A  few  office- keepers  who 
advertife,  "  By  authority  of  par- 
liament," to  fecure  your  property 
in  fhares  and  chances. 

3<ily,  Several  fchemes  for  fnares 
and  chances,  only  entitling  the 
purchafers  to  all  prizes  above 
twenty  pounds. 

4-thly,  A  bait  for  thofe  who  can 
only  afford  to  venture  one/billing. 

Then  come  the  ingenious  fett  of 
lottery  merchants,  viz.  Lottery 
magazine  proprietors — Lottery  tay- 
lors — Lottery  ftay-makers — Lot- 
tery glovers — Lottery  hat- makers 
— Lottery  tea-merchants — Lottery 
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fnuff  and  tobacco  merchants — Lot- 
.andkerchiefs — Lottery  bakers 
— Lottery  barbers  (where   a    man, 
for    being     ft... 

three-pence,  may  it?.nd  a  chance 
of   getting    ten    pounds) — Lottery 

Jhoe-blacks  Lottery     eatine- 

lioule^  ;  one  in  Wych-fueet,  Tem- 
ple-bar, where,  if  you  call  for  Ax- 
penny-worth  of  roafi  or  boiled 
beef,  you  receive  a  note  of  hand, 
with  a  number,  which,  fhou.d  it 
turn  out  fortunate,  may  entitle  the 
cater  of  the  beef  to  fixty  guinea?. — 
Lottery  oyiier-iialb ,  n  the 

fortunate  may  get  five  guineas  for 
three-penny-worthof  oyliers.  And, 
to  complete  this  curious  catalogue, 
an  old  woman,  who  keeps  a  iau- 
lage-ltall  in  one  of  the  little  alleys 
leading  to  Smithne'd,  wrote  up 
in  chalk.  Lottery  Jeu/ages,  cr  ri.e 
fhillings  to  be  gained  for  a  far- 
thing relilh. 

A  young  woman  at  Paris,  en- 
raged at  being  abandoned  by  her 
lover ;  after  many  ufelefs  re- 
proaches, at  length  waited  on  him 
a  few  days  ago,  and  told  him,  that 
being  unable  to  furvive  his  perf.dy, 
fne  was  determined  to  right  him, 
and  that  ihe  had  brought  two  pirtols 
with  her  for  that  purpole.  T.'.e 
gentleman  took  one,  and,  rr.. 
light  of  the  matter,  fired  it  into 
the  air  ;  but  (he,  n^t  imitating  his 
example,  and  beome  perfectly 
mad  through  deipair,  fired  her's 
at  him,  and  wounded  him  dread- 
fully in  the  face.  The  gentleman's 
name  is  handed  about ;  he  is  faid 
to  be  a  man  of  quality,  and  an 
officer  in  the  navy. 

Dipd,  at  Dover,  on  his  way  to 
Paris,  on  the  21ft  of  this  month, 
Samuel  Fooce,  Efq.  He  left  Lon- 
don, as  we  are  told,  on  Sunday, 
ajid  when  he  arrived  here  was  taken 


ill  ;  foon  after  which  he  was  feized 
wi:n  an  apople&ic  lit,  and  never 
recovered.  He  was  attended  on 
his  journev  only  bv  a  menial  fer- 
vant.  Immediately  on  his  expir- 
ing, an  exprefs  was  difpatched 
to  acquaint  his  friends  with  his 
death. 

Mr.  Foote  has  left  the  bulk  of 
hi?  fortune  to  his  natural  fon,  a 
n  years  of  age  ;  but 
in  cafe  he  mould  die  before  he  ar- 
rives at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
then  his  property  is  to  00  to  Mr. 
Jewel,  late  treafurer  of  the  Hay- 
market  theatre,  v%lio  is  left  exe- 
cutor. 

Francis  Wilkes,  day-labourer,  on 
the  heath  near  Stourbridge,  Lged 
109.  His  poor  neighbours  were 
pcifuaded  that  he  hud  purchafed 
immortality  from  a  witch. 

Thomas  Carter,  the  dwarf,  who 
was  about  2^  years  of  age,  and 
only  three  feet  four  inches  high. 


N  O  V  L  M  B  E  R. 

Mr.  Ruffer:,  who  was  lately  ~ 
convicted  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
was  bred  a  chair-maker,  which  pro- 
feffion  he  followed  till  the  age  of 
25,  or  26.  Having  a  turn  for  re- 
ligious difputation,  and  the  fludy 
he  fcriptures,  he  became  a 
member  of  fome  private  focieties, 
which  met  to  difcufs  points  of 
theological  controverfy.  Some 
time  after  he  commenced  DifTeat- 
ing  Teacher;  but  being  defuous 
of  entering  into  the  Church  of 
England,  he  was  (by  the  interefl 
of  a  certain  noble  earl,  whofe  no- 
tice he  had  attracted)  recommend- 
ed to  the  late  Bifhop  of  London, 
who,  after  much  difficulty,  gave 
him  order?,  (as  is  exprefsly  men- 
tioned) 
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tioned)  becaufe  of  his  knowledge 
in  the  fcriptures ;  he  then  intend- 
ed, or,  at  leaft,  the  bifhop  was 
made  to  believe  he  intended,  to 
remove  to  Florida,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fociety  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gofpel ;  but  ibon 
after  entering  into  orders,  he 
thought  proper  to  abandon  that  de- 
fign,  and  fettled  in  London. 

When  the  lord  mayor  elect, 
with  his  attendants,  were  feated  at 
the  lord  chancellor's,  his  lordfhip, 
addreiiing  himfelf  to  the  lord  mayor 
elect,  acquainted  him,  "  That  his 
majefty  highly  approved  of  the 
choice  made  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;"  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  what  pieafuie  they  mull  feel 
on  a  return  of  that  dignity,  peace, 
and  tranquillity,  which  had  been 
loft  and  disturbed  for  many  years 
pait ;  and  hoped  that  matters 
would  return  to  the  old  channel. 
,         This    evening,  about   nine 

3  '  o'clock,  the  queen  was  hap- 
pily delivered  of  a  princefs.  His 
Grace  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, feveral  lords  of  his  majefty'S 
molt  honourable  privy  council,  and 
the  ladies  of  her  majeity's  bed- 
chamber,  were  prefent. 

,         At    a    court    of    common 

4  '  council  held  this  day,  Mr.  S. 
Thorp  got  up  and  obferved,  that 
at  the  lalt  court,  a  petition  from' 
the  creditors  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Wilkes  had  been  introduced,  which 
was  carried  by  a  xery  fmall  majo- 
rity .0  lie  upon  the  table ;  and 
that  t\e  principal  arguments  urged 
agamic  the  petition  were,  that  it 
would  be  indelicate  to  interfere  in 
a  private  difpute  between  a  gentle- 
man and  his  creditors  ;  the  court 
feemed  in  general  to  agree,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes's  public  fervice  and 
fufferings   deferved    feme    recom- 


pence,  but  did  not  approve  of  that 
mode ;  he  therefore  beeced  leave 
to  acquaint  the  court,  that  at  the 
next  meeting  of  common  council  a 
motion  would  be  made  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport : 

"  That  the  chamberlain  of  this 
city  be  directed  to  pay  to  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  during  the  piea- 
fure of  this  court,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  public  fervices  to 
Englishmen  in  general,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  London  in  particular. 

An  apple  tree  in  the  orch-  8  , 
ard  of  Mr.  Hackman  of  Lin- 
field  in  SufTex,  produced  this  year 
74  bufhels.  The  fruit  was  weighed, 
and  the  average  weight  of  each 
bufhel  was  561b.  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  above  remarkable 
tree  bore  one  ton,  three  hundred, 
and  fifty-fix  pounds  weight. 

Florence,  Oil.  14.  An  account 
has  been  received  from  Radico- 
fani,  (an  ancient  town  near  the 
confines  of  the  Roman  State)  that 
on  the  5th  of  this  inft.  a  fevere 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  had  been 
felt  there,  and  in  the  adjacent 
mountains,  which  had  done  great 
damage  :  Some  houfes  were  thrown 
down,  and  the  mountains  were 
fplit,  and  Separated  io  as  to  ren- 
der the  high  road  in  fome  places 
impaffable  ;  tre?s  were  torn  • 
the  roots,  and  a  wall,  which  fur- 
rounded  a  convent  of  Franciican, 
-friars,  funk  perpendicularly  into 
the  ground.  For  fome  days  before 
a-  fubterraneous  noife  had  been 
heard,  which  alarmed  the  inhabi- 
tants, many  of  whom  abandoned 
the  town,  and  lived  in  tents.  The 
fame  noife  continued  after  the 
fhock,  which,  according  to  the 
common  opinion,  indicates  an  erup- 
tion in  fome  part  of  the  moun- 

tain3 


CHRONICLE. 


I 


tarn,  where   formerly  there  v. as  a 

volcano. 

.  A  duel  was  lately  fought 

loth.  x  ,r     ,        Is 

at     iNew  -  l  ork,      bet 

Capt.  Pennington,  of  the  Cold- 
ftream  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards, 
and  Capt.  Tollemache,  hulband  of 
Lady  Bridget  Tollemache,  when 
the  latter  was  unfortunately  killed 
en  the  fpot. The  quarrel  origi- 
nated from  a  Sonnet  being  w\ 
by  LV.pt.  1'ennington,  which  Capt. 
Tollemache  took  up  as  rerl. 
upon  the  fuppoled  wit  of  his  lady. 
After  firing  a  brace  of  pi  (tola  each 
without  effect.,  the  gentlemen  drew 
their  fwords,  when  Capt.  Tolle- 
mache was  run  through  the  heart, 
and  Capt.  Peunington  received  fe- 
ven  wounds,  of  which  he  lay  lb 
dangeroufly  ill  when  the  accounts 
came  away,  that  his  lire  was  dci- 
paired  of. 

,  This  day  a  court  of  com- 

'  mon-council    was     held    at 

Guildhall,  at  whLh  were  prefent 
the  lord  mayor,  Aldermen  Alfop, 
Bridgen,  Harley,  Bull,  Sawb; 
the  Recorder,  Plumbe,  U 
K.enne;t,  Thomas,  Plomer,  If.v- 
ley,  Hair,  Wiight,  Pugh,  and  the 
two  (fieri ffs. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  do  pay  to  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  alderman,  500I. 
per  annum,  during  the  plealure 
of  this  court,  for  his  palt  fervices  ; 
the  fame  was  declared  to  be  car- 
in  the  negative,  and,  a  divi- 
fion  being  demanded  and  granted, 
tiicre  appeared  againlt  the  qutftion 
12  aldermen  and  96  commoners, 
for  the  queition  four  aldermen 
and  69  commoners;  upon  which 
his  lorJihip  declared  the  far.ie  to 
be  carried  in  the  negative. 

A    moiiin   was    then  made  and 
feconded,   that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
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this  court,  that  the  granting  any 
annuity  to  John  Wilkes,  Elq;  aU 
derman  of  the  ward  of  Farringdon 
Without,  or  the  paying  any  of  that 
gentleman's  debts  out  of  the  city 
calh,  whether  contracted  in  his 
mayoralty  or  not,  would  be  an 
improper  application  thereof,  and 
a  molt  dangerous  precedent  ;  and 
the  previous  queilion  being  put, 
whether  that  queltion  be  now  put, 
the  fame  was  reiolved  in  t': 
tirmative  ;  and,  the  qucftion  being 
1  u",  the  lord  mayor  declared  the 
lame  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  and,  a  divilion  beng  de- 
ma'. ded  and  granted,  there  ap- 
peared 12  aldermen  and  93  com- 
moners for  the  affirmative,  and 
four  aldermen  and  70  commoners 
for  the  negative,  whereupon  the 
..red  to  be  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  motion  of  thanks 
to  the  late  lord  mayor  was  agreed 
to  :  — 

It  is  unanimoufly  refolved  and 
ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this 
court  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Thomas  Hallifax,  Knt.  late 
lord  major  of  this  city,  for  his 
conftant  application  to,  and  faith- 
ful performance  of,  the  duties  of 
that  high  and  important  office; 
for  lupporting  the  hoi. our  and  dig- 
nity thereof  wi-.h  fplen^r  andhof- 
pitalitv  ;  f^r  his  diligent  and  un- 
wearied attendance  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  jultice,  which  he  dif- 
charged  in  every  inltance  with  the 
utmolt  candour  and  impartiality  ; 
for  his  chearful  and  ready  com- 
pliance wi  h  (he  reft  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  whenever  they  defircd  to 
be  afTembled  :  for  the  eafy  accefs 
he  conltantly  gave  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  corporation  ;  for  hia  vi- 
gilant  and   iteady  attachment  to,, 
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and  very  able  vindication  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  fubject, 
by  refufing  to  back  prefs-warrants  ; 
for  his  great  hurfianity  in  relieving 
the  diStrefles  of  the  poor,  thereby 
enabling  them  to  enjoy  the  bleflings 
of  a  plentiful  harveft  ;  and  his 
firmnefs  in  promoting,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  the  true  interests  of  this 
great  metropolis. 

This  day  his  majefty 
opened  the  prefent  feffion  of 
parliament,  being  the  fourth  of 
the  fourteenth  parliament  or  Great 
Britain,  with  a  molt  gracious  Speech- 
from  the  throne, 

n  This  day,  in  the  court  of 
:  "  King's  -  Bench,  a  qaeltion, 
which  has  been  fufpended  on  the 
©ppoiite  opinions,  and  by  oppofite 
adjudications  of  different  judges, 
for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years, 
was  iolenmly  determined  in  this 
court  by  Lord  Mansfield,  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  all  the 
judges.  The  cafe  was  between 
Pugh  and  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
the  queftion  refpecting  the  con- 
duction in  leaies  of  the  terms  '^of 
and  from  the  date,"  and  M  from  the 

day  of  the  date  :" Whether  one 

did  not  imply  a  leafe  in  poffeSTion, 
and  the  other  a  leafe  in  reverfion  ? 
His  lordihip  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  form  was  to  be  conftrued 
According  to  thefenfe  of  the  words, 
as  they  frequently  occur,  and  are 
ufed  in  the  language,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  obvious  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  parties  ;  and  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  the  moft 
learned  in  the  psofefiion  had  cavil- 
led upon  them  for  fo  many  years, 
with  a  contention  lhameful  even 
to  fchoolmen,  they  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  of  equal  meaning  : 
That  in  law  there  was  no  fraction 
of  a  day  ;  and  that  of  and  from  the 
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day  of  the  date,  and  of  and  from  the 
date,  Strictly  implied  the  very  fame 
meaning. 

o 

In  the  court  of  common-  , 

pleas  was  .finally  determin-       5 
ed,  the   queition   referved   for   the 
opinion  of  the  bench,  in   the  cafe 
of     Sayre    and     Rochford.       The 
queiti-on  was  upon  the  admiffibility 
of  certain  evidence  offered   by  the 
plaintiff  on  the  trial,  and  if  admit- 
ted its  fubfequentconfequences  upon 
the  merits.     The  queftion  was  fre- 
quently very  ably  argued  by  coun- 
fel  on   both    fides.     Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn  yefterday  argued  his  point 
with  great  ingenuity;  contended,, 
that  the  offer  of  bail  made  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  rejected  by  the  fe- 
cretary  of  State   in  his  capacity  as 
magistrate,  made  him   a  trefpaffer 
ab  ini'.io,  as  his  client   was  com- 
mitted for  a  bailable  offence.    Ser- 
jeant  Davy,    or*    the    other    fide, 
overturned    the    reafoning    of   his 
learned  brother,  and  defended  the 
commitment.     As  foon  as  the  ar- 
guments were  finilhed   by  the  bar, 
Chief  Justice  de  Grey  delivered  his 
opinion   in    the    clearer!,  and    moft 
forcible   manner.      He    began    by 
obferving  the  qaeftion  was  within 
a  very  narrow  compafs,  and   de- 
pended upon  the  pleadings,  which 
he  ftated.    He  fard,  that  a  queftion 
of   fact   and  law  arofe  ;  but  until 
the  firft  was  eftablifhed,  the  other 
could   not  be    entered    upon ;    he 
then  defined  the  nature  of  Special 
pleading  ;  what  could  or  could  not 
be  brought  in  iffue  :  he  took  no- 
tice of  what  came  from  the  bar  re- 
flecting magiftrates :  he  was  clear- 
ly  of  opinion,  that   a    magistrate 
acting  by  virtue  of  his  authority  but 
mistaking  their  extent,  was  not  to 
be   confidered    as    a  trefpaffer    ab 
inito,  but  onty  from  his  departure 

from 
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from  legal  authority.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  firfl  queition,  and 
took  a  view  of  the  replication,  and 
declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  no 
new  matter  cculd  be  introduced  or 
given  in  evidence  by  the  plaintiff 
Sayre,  without  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  rules  of  law  that  govern 
fpecial  pleading.  The  other  juftices 
agreed  in  opinion  with  Sir  William 
D*  Grey,  and  cited  feveral  adjudged 
cafes  that  made  directly  againft 
what  was  contended  for  by  the 
plaintiff". 

Yefterday  morning  Mr.  Home 
appeared  at  the  bar  or"  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  Wellminlter,  to  re- 
ceive fentence,  for  publilhing  an 
advertifement  from  the  Conllitu- 
tional  Society,  accufing  his  ma- 
jelty's  troops  at  Lexington,  in  A- 
merica,  of  murder.  The  four 
judges  of"  that  court  were  prefent. 
Lord  Mansfield  opened  the  buiir.efs 
with  great  candour  and  ability, 
and  in  a  clear  and  maflerly  man- 
ner, and  was  followed  by  th 
torney  general.  Mr.  Home  re- 
plied, and  fpoke  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  refpecting  two 
circumftances  by  him  averred  to  be 
omitted  in  the  information  againll 
him,  viz.  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion,  and  that  the  king 
had  fent  troops  to  America  to  fup- 
prefs  it,  and  to  exculpate  himlelf 
from  the  charge  ;  after  which  the 
court  pafled  the  following  fentence 
on  him,  viz.  That  he  mould  be 
imprifoned  for  one  year,  pay  a  fine 
of  two  hunared  pounds,  and  find 
fecurity  fcr  his  good  behaviour  for 
three  years,  himfelf  in  40c  1.  and 
two  fecurities  in  200I.  each.  The 
court  was  very  full,  and  the  above 
bufinefs  took  up  about  an  ho^r  and 
a  half 


Florence,  Kc~j.  4. 

On  'he  15  th  of  laii  month  a  vio- 
lent florm,  which  extended  itfelf 
thro'  various  pares  of  Tufcany,  oc- 
cafioned  very  great  damage,  par- 
ticularly in  the  province  called 
Mugello.  The  rivers  overflowed 
their  banks,  the  water  in  fome 
places  rifing  to  the  height  of  fif- 
teen feet,  and  mace  a  general  de- 
vatiation  in  all  the  adjacent  parts  ; 
many  buildings  were  thrown  down, 
and  a  great  number  of  cattle  de- 
ftroyed  ;  great  part  of  the  flate  of 
Pif.i  was  likewiie  laid  under  water, 
and  flill  remains  in  fo  bad  a  con- 
dition as  to  prevent  rs  being  cul- 
tivated ;  the  great  refervoir  on  the 
mountain,  which  fupplies  the  town 
of  Pifa  with  water,  was  muc 
maged.  The  Hate  of  I  - 
alfo  fufFered  greatly  by  the 
flowing  of  the  river  Serchio. 
florm  of  rain  was  accompani< 

■■nt  wind,  with  1 
ning,  and  hail  of  an  exi 
fize,  which    did  ;e  to 

the  buildings  and  fruit-trees  ; 
feveral  (hocks  of  an  earthquake 
were  felt  in  many  parts  daring  the 
florm,  which  1  ailed  ten  hours. 
Accounts  are  daily  coming  in  of  the 
deviation  it  has  caefed  in  di 
ent  places. 

Mr.  Gretton,aMiddlefex  „^ 
juflice,  appeared  in  the  court 
ofXing's  Bench,  tojuftify  bail  upon 
an  a<f:ion  or"  trover  for  the  ium  of 
lo.oool.  It  appeared,  that  Mr. 
Gretton  had  been  applied  to  in  the 
cafe  of  Moudroi:,  who  was  inhu- 
manly murdered  (fee  p.  204)  ;  that 
he  had  fecurcd  fuch  part  of  Moa- 
droit's  effects  as  could  be  recovered, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  right  heirs; 
but  that  a  woman,  of  infamous 
character,  had  been  procured,  who 

[O]  2  had 
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had  iworn  herfelf  the  mother  of 
Moudroit,  and  the  next  of  kin  ; 
whereas  there  were  now  alive  a 
wife  and  child,  to  whom  he  was 
ready  to  deliver  faid  effects,  when- 
ever he  could  do  it  with  fafety. 
Lord  Mansfield  ordered  the  woman 
to  be  profecuted  for  perjury,  and 
the  juilice  to  be  difcharged  on  com- 
mon bail. 

Died,  At  Afkew,  near  Bedale 
in  Yorkfhire,  Ann  Johnfon,  in  her 
105th  year.  She  was  mother  to  fix 
children,  grandmother  to  thirty 
fix,  and  great  grandmother  to  fix. 

In  his  78th  year,  Mr.  William 
Bowyer,  an  eminent  printer,  and 
who  united  to  that  profefiion  a 
diftinguifhed  degree  of  clafhcal  and 
critical  erudition. 

John  Houfeman,  a  labouring 
man,  at  SefTay,  near  Thirfk  in 
Yorkfhire,  aged  1 1  j. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Rock,  aged 
$j  years. 


DECEMBER. 

n  This    evening    the    young 

princefs  was  baptized  in  tne 
council  chanber  at  St.  James's  by 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by 
the  name  of  Sophia.  There  was 
a  great  number  of  the  nobility  pre- 
sent. 

,  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  con- 
victs under  fcntence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  three  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  Fri- 
day, the  1 2th  inft.  viz.  Morris 
Geary,  Sarah  Ellifon,  and  Benja- 
min RufT>;n. 

The  following  were  refpitcd 
during  his  majefty 's  plesfure,  viz. 
j-ames  Anderibn,  Nicholas  Rider, 
William   Leveridge,  Robert  Cyl- 
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lins,  Michael  Cafhmin,  Henry 
Parkinfon,  Thomas  Antibus,  Tho- 
mas Tilling,  George  Johnfon,  and 
John  Smith,  alias  Smithwaite,  for 
privately  Healing. 

His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed,  a 
few  days  afterwards,  to  refpite  the 
execution  of  Sarah  Elifon  during 
his  pleafure. 

Was  tried  before  Lord  , 
Mansfield  in  the  court  of  *  ' 
King's  Bench,  a  remarkable  caufe, 
the  fir  ft  of  its  kind,  Cabrier  againlt 
Anderfon,  for  putting  his  (Ca- 
brier's)  name  to  five  watches  made 
by  the  defendant,  and  thereby 
hurting  the  reputation  of  the  plain- 
tiff. A  verdict  was  given  for 
iool.  being  20I.  for  each  watch, 
agreeable  to  an  act  of  parliament 
of  William  HI. 

This  night's  Gazette  con-  ,  , 
tains  a  lift  of  veffels  feized  as 
prizes,  and  of  recaptures  made  by 
the  American  fquadron,  between 
the  27th  of  May  and  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1777,  according  to  the  re- 
turns received  by  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe.  The  total 
number  of  prizes  118,  recaptures 
13.    Signed  by  Lord  Howe. 

The  fefiions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foners  were  fentenced  to  death  : 
viz.  John  North,  for  ftealirig  a 
gelding;  John  Gahagan,  for  break- 
ing into  a  houfe  at  Mary- bone, 
ftealing  a  20I.  bank-note,  three 
guineas,  eight  half-guineas,  &;c. 
William  Borden,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Colley, 
at  Shoreditch,  and  ftealing  lace 
and  millinery  goods  to  the  value 
of  300I.  T.  Field,  for  a  burglary 
in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Whitehead, 
grocer,  in  St.  John's-ftreet,  and 
ftealing  fome  notes  and  50!.  m 
caih ;  Morgan  Morris  and  Benja- 
min 
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min  Johnfon,  for  breaking  open 
fome  ilables  in  Chifwell  -  ftreet, 
and  dealing  feveral  bjidle^,  four 
faddles,  and  a  hoife-cloth  ;  '  m. 
Pollard,  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  and  apartment  oi  Rich- 
ard Longworth,  in  che  Old  Bailey, 
and  dealing  a  black  f;!k  mode 
cl  -  .k,  nd  other  appaie!  ;  and 
Fr  '  lerder,  otherwife   Louis 

de  Bi  f  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
IVJo  f.    ..oudro.t. 

W  hen  J  ier  was  brought  into 
ccur  ,  n  being  alkec,  whether  he 
wa:  guilty  or  t  guilty?  he  ap- 
}  .  >  pjfied,   as   not    to    be 

able  "o  make  any  anfwer.  The 
qu;  ition  was  repeated  feveral  times, 
bu:  without  eif'«  &  :  Ju;ige  Alton 
t  ordered    the  aft  to    be  read, 

which  enables  :he  court  to  pafs 
fentenxe  when  priloners  refufe  to 
plea  ;  a  j  ry  wa-  re(  re  im- 
pan  lied  to  try  whether  the  p;i- 
foner  was  ^bftinately  mute,  or  mute 
by  the  vifitation  of  God.  One 
witnefs  pn  ved  that  on  ThurlJay 
night  he  was  with  the  prifoner 
fome  time;  that  he  underftood 
Englifh  pretty  well  ;  that  he  then 
converled  with  chearfulnefs,  and 
did  not  i"eem  unable  to  take  his 
trial.  The  next  witnefs  was  j-uf- 
tice  Gretron,  who  proved  tha:  the 
priluner  both  fpoke  and  wrote 
Englifh  ;  the  third  wi  nefs  was  one 
of  the  gaoler's  fervants,  who  prov- 
ed, that  as  they  were  bringing  him 
from  Newgate,  he  heard  him  fpeak, 
and  fay  he  would  not  fit.  A  fur- 
geon  alio  examined  the  prifoner, 
who  faid  there  did  not  appear  to 
him  any  caufe  why  he  could  not 
fpeak.  Judge  Afton  then  fummed 
up  this  evidence  to  the  jury,  when 
they  gave  their  verdict,  that  the 
prifoner  was  obftinately  mute,  and 
not  by  the  vifitation  of  God  j  then 


the  judge  proceeded  to  pafs  fen- 
tence,  that  he  ihould  be  hanged 
ntxt'Monday,  and  his  body  to  be 
anatomized;  he  was  then  taken 
out  of  court,  and  after  the  next 
trial  was  over,  Mr.  Akerman  ac- 
quainted the  court  that  Mercier 
was  come  to  his  fenfes,  and  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  to  the  court ;  he  was 
therefore  brought  in  again,  and  then 
appeared  feniible,  though  we^k  ; 
his  requeft  was,  that  his  fentence 
might  be  refpited  for  fome  time 
till  he  could  repent  of  his  crime, 
and  prepare  fir  death;  this  could 
r  o:  be  complied  with,  and  he  was 
remanded  accordingly. 

Abraham  Adams  and  John  Foote 
were  convicted  of  killing  and  (lay- 
ing Elizabeth  Jefferies,  at  Beth- 
nal-green,  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber laft,  by  firing  a  piftol  (at  a 
Kpnfire),  the  wadding  of  which 
wounded  the  child  in  the  fide,  and 
I  its  death.  William 
Wynn,  a  poftman  belonging  to  the 
General  Port-office,  was  tried  fqr 
felonioufly  fteali  the  7th  of 

October  laft,  f  om  out  of  a  letter 
direfted  to  the  Hon.  Lady  Mary 
F  roes,  at  Margate,  ten  bank  poll 
bills,  payable  to  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  value  received  of  John 
Lamb,  of  Golden  -  fquare,  Efq; 
le:tered,  marked,  and  numbered, 
as  ftated  in  the  indictment.  The 
indictment  was  not  laid  capital, 
but  he  was  found  guilty.  Fourteen 
were  fentenced  to  hard  labour  en 
the  Thames  for  three  year6  ;  ten 
to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  cor- 
rection, three  of  whom  are  for  five 
years,  and  feven  for  three  years; 
31  branded,  and  committed  to  the 
houfe  of  correction  for  different 
terms;  five  branded,  and  imprifoned 
in  Newgate;  5  to  be  whipped  ;  and 
42  were  difcharged  by  proclamation. 
[O]  3  J.  Holmes, 
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J.  Holmes,  the  grave-digger  of 
St.  George's,  Bloomfbury,  Robert 
Williams,  his  afTiftant,  and  Efther 
Ponaldfon,  were  indifted  at  the 
Guildhall,  Weftminfter,  for  a  mif- 
demeancr,  for  ftealing  the  dead 
body  of  Mrs.  Jane  Sainfbury,  who 
died  on  the  9th  of  laft  Oftober, 
and  was  buried  in  the  burial  place 
of  St.  George's,  Bloomfbury,  on 
the  Monday  following.  On  this 
occafion  Mr.  Sainfbury  was  under 
the  painful  neceflity  of  appearing 
to  identify  the  remains  of  his  wife. 
Holmes  and  Williams  were  found 
guilty  on  tlie  cleareft  evidence  ; 
bur  nothing  being  proved  againft 
Donaldibn,  (he  was  acquitted.  The 
fentence  of  Holmes  and  Williams 
.was  fix  months  imprifonment  each, 
and  each  to  be  publickly  and  feverely 
whipped  twice,  in  the  firft  and  lalt 
week  of  their  imprifonment,  from 
J£ingfgate-ftreet,Holborn,toDyot- 
jftreet,  St.  Giles's,  which  is  full 
half  a  mile.  The  latter  part  of 
the  fentence  has  been  fince  remit- 
ted by  his  majefty,  as  it  was  ap- 
prehended that  the  mob  were  fo 
irritated  againft  them,  that  their 
lives  might  be  endangered  by  its 
execution. 

1  A  very  extraordinary  afFair 
7  "  became  the  fubjeft  of  invefti- 
gation  upon  the  trial  of  an  appeal 
at  Guildhall,  Wefhninfter.  A  man 
lived  with  his  wife  23  years,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he  had  eight 
children  by  her.  On  a  fudden  he 
was  ftruck  with  the  perfonal  qua- 
lifications of  another  female,  whom 
he  courted  ;  and  in  order  to  gain 
full  podeffion  of  his  charmer,  this 
dotard  inllituted  a  fuit  of  jaftita- 
tion  in  the  commons,  under  a  co- 
lour that  his  marriage  being  in  the 
Fleet,  was  unlawful,  confequently 
null  and  void,  though  it  took  place 
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before  the  aft  to  prohibit  their  tak- 
ing  effeft    in  point   of  law;   the 
confequence   was,    what   the  man 
forefaw    and     relied     upon  :    The 
woman,  unable  to  fupport  the  very 
heavy    charges  of  a  defence,   was 
forced  to  give  a  tacit  acknowledg- 
ment oi  her  hufband's  allegations, 
and  of  courfe  the  ecclefiaflical  court 
pronounced  the  man  free  to  marry 
again.     He  then   had  obtained  his 
wifhes,  and  takes  by  the  hand  his 
beloved   objeft,  and  abandons   his 
firft  wife,  who,  with  four  fine  chil- 
dren, in  courfe  fell   upon    the  pa- 
rifh.     A  very  interefting  argument 
enfued  between   the  counfel,    how 
far  the  fentence  in   the  commons 
fliould    operate    againft    the    tefti- 
mony  of  the   firft   wife.     On  one 
fide  it  was  infilled,  that  the  judg- 
ment was  much  more  than  fufhcient 
to  overturn  her  evidence,  for  there 
were  not  only  the  allegations,   but 
other  proof  to  combat  the  teftimony 
now  given.     On   the   contrary,   a 
comparifon  was  made  of  this  cafe 
with  that  of  a  certain  noble  lady, 
where  the  fentence  was  procured 
by    collufion,    and    therefore    not 
binding,  or  operative  in  any  other 
court  whatfoever.     Sir  J.  Hawkins 
and  the  whole  bench  concurred  in 
the  latter  opinion,   and  expreffed 
themfelves  warmly  againft  the  huf- 
band,  who,  to  the  aftoniihment  of 
all  prefent,  appeared  at  the  fide  of 
the  council  that  argued  in  defence 
of  the  civil  decree.    Sir  John  wifh- 
ed,  he   faid,    that    the    court  had 
been  impowered  to  throw  the  whole 
expence    upon    the  hufband,   who 
had  afted  the  character  of  a  villain 
with    fo   much    compofure.      He 
ftrongly   recommended    an  indift- 
ment  againft  him  for  bigamy,  which, 
the  attorney  for  the  parifn   under- 
took, to  proiecute. 

*  9th.  The 


CHRONICLE. 


i  The  towns  of  Manchefler 
"  "  and  Liverpool  have  entered 
into  a  fubfcrip;ion  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment each,  'o  be  employed  againft 
the  rebels  in  America. 

j.  His  maiefty  went  to  the 

10th.    TT     r      ct>} 

Home   or    reers,  and  gave 

the  royal    affent   to   the  following 

bills  :    The    land    tax    bill  ;     the 

malt  bill  ;   the  bill  for  fufpending 

the  habeas  corpus  act. ;   the   Yice- 

Treafurers   of  Ireland's    bill,  and 

fuch  other  biils  as  were  ready. 

i    .       By  the   advice   of  Lord 

Mansfield,  the  judges  have 

declined  giving    an    opinion    upon 

the   rcferved  objections,    as    ftated 

by   Mr.   Morgan,  in    the    cafe   of 

Harrifon,    convicted    for   forgery. 

Judge  Blackilone,  who  tried  him, 

declares,  that  there   is  no  law  ex- 

ifting   under  which   he  can  fufFer, 

and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  have 

the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  receive 

an    immediate     difcharge.       The 

■other  judges  advife,   that  he  fhould 

wave  his   demand  of  being  heard 

by  counfel,  and   plead  the   king's 

pardon,    iffued    under    the    great- 

ieal  ;  and  fay,  that,  in   cafe  of  re- 

fufal,  they   will   confider  the   cafe 

with   the  utmoft  caution  ;   fo  that 

■the  friends  of  the  convict,  to  avoid 

danger,  advifed  him  to  accept  of 

the  medium. 

This  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ruffen, 

for  a  rape,  and  Morris  Geary,  for 

coining,   were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Ruffen,  juft  before  he  left  the  pri- 

fon,  feeing  a  company  about  him, 

made   ufe  of  this    emphatical   ex- 

preffion,  Stand  clear,  look   to  yanr- 

felvesy    I  am   the  frjl    hypocrite    in 

Sion.     He  behaved   with   decency, 

and  the  parting  between  him  and 

his    fon   was   very    affecting.     He 

denied  to  the  laft  his  having  carnal 

knowledge  of  the  girl  who  fwore 
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againft  him,  but  confeffed  that  he 
had  done  what  he  ought  not  to 
have  done. 

One  Harris  flood  on  the  pillory 
near  Weflminfler-hall  gate,  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  He 
fwore  to  ferving  a  notice  of  a  juft i- 
fication  of  bail,  in  an  adlion  of 
750I.  whereby  the  debtor  put  if} 
lham-bail,  was  releafed  from  pri- 
fon,  and  the  creditor  irrecoverably 
loft  his  debt. 

The  monument  of  Mrs.  ^  , 
Macaulay,  which  was  erec- 
ted by  Dr.  Wilfon,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Stephen,  Walbrook,  is  by 
order  of  the  veftry  to  be  taken 
down,  leave  not  having  been  ob- 
tained for  putting  it  up. 

A  patent  paffed  the  great  , 

feal  of  a  grant  to  the  Right  3 
Hon.  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe,of 
a  penfion,  of  24C0I.  per  ann.  pay- 
able at  the  exchequer,  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  his  refig- 
nation. 

Lately  came  on  before  the  juf- 
tices,  at  the  Guildhall,  Weftmin- 
fter,  a  trial  with  which  the  public 
fhould  be  made  acquainted.  One 
Holdernefs,  a  waterman,  plied 
fome  gentlemen,  and  when  in  his 
boat,  afked  where  they  were  going., 
up  or  down  ?  They  anfwered, 
down  ;  on  which  he  fwore  he  would 
not  carry  them.  The  company  in- 
filling that  he  fhould,  he  fwagged 
the  boat,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
filled  it,  and  funk  it  in  fourteen 
feet  water,  and  it  was  almoft  a  mi- 
racle that  no  lives  were  loft.  The 
gentlemen  complained  to  the  wa- 
termain's  company,  but  they  dif- 
miffed  the  complaint,  on  the 
ground  that  no  fkuller  was  obliged, 
by  law,  to  go  farther  down  thaa 
Cuckolds  Point,  nor  farther  up 
than  Vauxhall,  as  below  or  above 
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thofe  places  there  were  no  fettled 
fares.  The  court,  however,  were 
of  op  nion,  that  a  watt- rman  ply- 
ing ior  paffengeis,  had  no  right  to 
demand  where  they  would  be  land- 
ed, much  lefs  had  he  a  right  to 
endanger  their  lives  by  finking  his 
boar.  Being  tried  for  an  aflault, 
he  v.  a^  fpupd  guilty,  and  the  court 
vert;  proceeding  to  pronounce  Sen- 
tence of  imprisonment  in  Newgate 
for  one  whole  year,  when  the  pro- 
fecutcr  interpofed,  in  compafli  q 
to  his  famia,  zr.d  requeiled  that 
it  might  be  mitigated  to  three 
months. 

i  Acaufe  came  on  atGuild- 

■"  '  hall,  before  Lord  Manf- 
field  and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  which 
Meffrs.  Lewfiy  and  Co.  merchants 
of  Briitol,  were  plaintiffs  ;  and 
Meffrs.  Cam  and  Co.  clothiers,  of 
Bradford,  Wilts,  defendants.  The 
matter  in  difpiue  was,  whofe  pro- 
perty a  certain  quantity  of  Spanilh 
wool  was,  that  was  unfortunately 
deftroyed  by  the  memorable  fire  in 
Belblane,  Briitol,  occafioned  by 
the  viilainous  defigns  of  John  the 
painter,  fome  of  which  wool  had 
been  previoufly  purchafed  by  the 
defendants,  but  at  that  time  re- 
mained in  the  warehoufes  of  the 
plaintiffs.  Evidence  being  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  weighing  of  the 
wool,  and  the  delivery  of  the  bill 
of  parcels  for  the  fame  to  the  de- 
fendants, it  was  deemed  a  com- 
plete fJe,  and  the  jury  imme- 
diately gave  a  verdidf  for  the  plain- 
tiffs.' 

Alfo  this  day  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  king's  arms  tavern  in 
Cornhill,  to  confider  of  the  moft 
effectual  mode  of  relieving  the 
dillreffes  of  the  American  prifon- 
ers  in  the  different  gaols  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  About  one 
O'clock  Robert  Mackey,  Efq;  was 
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voted  into  the  chair,  when  feveral 
refolutions  were  voted,  and  carried 
without  a  divifion.  When  this 
bafinefs  was  ended,  a  committee 
was  chofen,  and  a  fubfeription 
opened,  at  which  upwards  of  800I. 
were  fubferibed  in  lefs  than  an 
hour.  The  four  members  for  the 
city,  with  feveral  other  gentlemen, 
were  chofen  en  the  committee. 

Thomas  Sheruood  was 
examined  before  Sir  John 
Fielding,  when  it  appeared,  that, 
by  means  of  a  forged  letter  of  at* 
torney  in  the  joint  names  of  Meffrs. 
Myonet  and  French,  two  country 
clergymen,  he  had  fold  out  itock 
in  the  3  per  cent.  Bank  confol.  to 
the  amount  of  700I.  and  in  the 
South-Sea  houfe  800I.  under  the 
fame  forged  power,  to  which  he 
had  drawn  in  his  brother  and  his 
apprentice  to  be  iubfcribirg  wit- 
neffes,  whom  Sherwood  perluaded 
to  call  themlelves  falefmen  of 
Houndiditch,  though  only  fervants 
to  himfqlf  It  appears,  likewife, 
that,  notwithstanding  this  fraud, 
Sherwood  became  a  bankrupt,  and 
that  he  was  detected  by  this  forg- 
ed power  being  found  among  his 
papers. 

Died,  John  Dyer,  at  Burton, 
in  Lancafhire,  aged  112.  He  had' 
been  a  folJier  in  the  fervice  of 
King  William,  and  afterwards  in 
that  of  Qn^en  Ann,  under  the 
Duke  of  Mar. borough. 


General  Bill  of  all  the  Chriftenings 
and  Burials,  from  December,  ic, 
1776,  to  December  16,   1777. 

Chriftened,  Euried. 

Males         9338         Males     11 768 
Females     8962         Females  1 1  56c? 


In  all  18300 


In  all  23334 
Whereof 
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BIRTHS  for  the  year  1777. 
Jan 


Whereof  have  died, 

Under  two  years  of  age 

8889 

Between       2  and 

5 

5   and 

10 

jo  and 

23 

823 

20  and 

3° 

1 ,40 

30  <-.nd 

40 

1894 

40  and 

5°. 

'993 

50  and 

00 

17  JO 

60  and 

7C 

1560 

70  a::d 

£0 

1096 

80  and 

9° 

■ 

90  and 

48 

ico  and 

1 

1 

100  and 

4 

2 

loo  a-.d 

5. 

1 

Increafed  in  the  Buria! 

la  this 

year 

42S6. 

Bill   of    Mortality     fcr 

Norwich, 

Chriitened.                 1 

Juried, 

Males         704          Mai 

es 

r2 

Females      585          females 

494 

Tn  all    1289 

In  all 

996 

Increafed      in      Chrifle-iing1! 

«s 


Decreafed    in    Burials 

At   Whitehaven,    Bap- 
Marriages  92.  207.     In- 

creaied  in  baptiinu  15.  Increafed 
in  marriages  2.  Decreaied  in  bu- 
riaL  2^4. 

At  Whitby,  Baptifm  278.  Mar- 
riages 100.  Burials  219.  In- 
d  in  baptiims  27.  Increafed 
in  marriages  24.  Deere.  <(ed  in 
burials  59- —  The  DilTenters  are  nut 
incKi.1e.'  in  thele  numbers. 

At  Mam  helter,    'here  were  151^ 
chrilteniiigs,    577    marriage-. 
864  burials.    In.reaied  in  chriften- 
ings  Z72  ,    increafed  in    marriages 
83  ;   ucci^aled  in  burials  356. 

At   Liverpool,  tiicrt  were   .224 
chrjflenings,    455    marriages, 
1760  burials.     Decre_  ;d  in  chrif- 
tenings  12:  decreafed  in  marriages 
93  1  increaied  in  burial*  89. 


Her  Grace  the   Duchefs 
cf  Buccleugh,  of  a  fon. 
20.    The  lady  of  Sir  John  Smith, 
Bart,  of  a  fon,   in   Pall- 
11. 
Feb.   14.    1  he  lady  of  Sir  Juitin- 
ian    Imam,    Bart,    of  a 
fon. 
The  lady  cf  the  I 

a  Ho'ham,  of  a  fon, 
er,  Strand. 
Marchlo.The  Hon.    Lady  Bagot, 
in  [Jpper  Brot  k-fb 
a  fon. 
Th    lady  r-f  Lord  S  torment, 
at  his  lord  (hip's  hotel,  in 
and  heir. 
L         of  rhe  H<">n.  Cnarles 
-.r,  cf  a  daugh- 
ter. 
April  3.  J  rcon- 

fcn. 
La  ■    in,  of  a  fon. 

16.    Lad  Mart.  Biaden 

. 

iie  Hon.  Col.  Con- 
way, of  a 
The    lady    of    Sir    Martin 
f a  daugh- 
ter,  a:    Hiilington-Hall, 
in  N  "-folk. 
Maderaoifelle   de  Vallabri- 
ga,   (p  ,ufe   to  the  Infant 
Don  Louis   of  Spain,   of 
a  prince,   at  Cadahalfo. 
7  he  Grand  Duchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  of  a  princefs,  at  a 
palace  near  Florence. 
The    lady   of  Sir    Watkin 
Williams    Wynn,     Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 
May   7.    Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Leiniier,  of  a    daughter, 
at  Leinlter-houfe,  in  Ire- 
land. 

The 
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The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Keniington  of  a 
fori.  His  lordfhip  and  his 
lady  have  been  married 
twenty-two  years,  and 
never  had  a  child  before. 

The   lady    of    Lord    Wil- 
ioughby  de  Broke,  of  a 
fon. 
June  i.    Right  Hon.  Lady  North, 
of  a  fon. 

Right   Hon.    Countefs     of 
Rothes,  lady  of  Dr.  Pepys, 
of  a  daughter. 
July    I.    Right   Hon.   Lady  Har- 
roughby  of  a  fon. 

Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Grafton,  of  a  daughter. 
28.  Her  royal  and  ferene 
highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  HefTe  Caffel,  of  a 
prince. 
Aug.  4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Townfhend,  of  a  fon. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Hobart,  of  a 
fon. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chartres, 
of  two  princeffes. 
19.  Her  majefty  the  Queen  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  of  a 
prince,  iince  named  Fran- 
cis, Janvier,  Jofeph,  Jean, 
Baptiile,  Charles,  An- 
thony, Pafchal  Gaetan, 
Gafpar,  Melchior,  Bal- 
thefar,  Louis. 
Sept.  5.  The  Plight  Hon.  Lady 
Dartrey,  of  a  daughter, 
In  Stanhope-flreet,  May- 
fair. 

The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Stamford,  of 
a  daughter,  at  Dunham, 
in  Chefhire. 
6.  The  Infant  Archduchefs  of  a 
daughter,  at  Parma,  who 
has  received  the  names 


L   E. 

of  Charlotte  -  Marria  - 
Therefa-Louifa. 
11.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs of  A  iturias,  of  a  prin- 
cefs, at  St.  Ildefonfo. 
Oct.  10.  The  Countefs  of  Aboyne, 
of  a  fon. 

14.  The  lady  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Mawbey,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Bottley,  in 
Surry. 

16.  The   Marchionefs  of  Car- 
marthen,   of  a   fon,    in 
Grofvenor  fquare. 
Right     Hon.   Lady    Mary 
Ruthven,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  of  Sir  T.  Egerton, 
Bart,  of  a  fon. 

28.  The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Dilon  Lee,  of  a 
fon  and  heir  at  Bruffels. 

30.  The  Duchefs  of  Manchef- 
ter,  of  a  daughter,  at  his 
grace's  houfe  in  Portman- 
fquare. 
Nov.  1.  Countefs  of  Thanet,  of  a 
fon. 
Lady  of  Sir  Charles  Doug- 
lafs,  Bart,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. 

20.  The  Countefs  of  Strath- 
more  of  a  daughter. 
Dec.  23.  The  lady  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  of  a  fon,  at  his 
lordfhip's  houfe  in  Ar- 
lington-ftreet. 

24.  The  lady  of  Lord  Bofton, 
of  a  fon  and  heir,  in 
Grofvenor- fquare. 
Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Argyle,  of  a  fon,  at  Ar- 
gyle-houfe. 


MARRIAGES, 
Jan.   3 


1777- 


Gilbert  Elliot,  Efq;  (now 
Sir     Gilbert)    of    Lin- 
coln's- 


C   H   R  O  N 

coln's-in  Field?,  to  Mifs 
Amyand,    filter    of    Sir 
George  Cornwall,  Bart. 
7.   Ralph    Milbanke,  Efq;    to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Noel. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  theCoun- 
tefs  of  Strathmore,  to 
Andrew  Robinfon  Sto- 
ney,  Efq;  of  Coldpig- 
hill  in  the  county  of 
Durham. 

20.  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Cot- 
ton in  StafFordfhire,  Efq; 
member  for  Litchfield, 
to  Mifs  Cranford,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George 
Cranford. 

27.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Marriot, 
Prebendary  of  Weitmin- 
fter,  to  Mifs  Anne  Cave, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thcmas 
Cave,  Bart,  of  Stanford- 
Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Leicefter. 
Lately,  Thomas  Pennant, 
Efq;  of  Downing,  to 
Mifs  Moftyn,  fifter  to 
Sir  Roger  Molly n,  Bart, 
member  for  Flint. 
Earl  of  Radnor,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Ann  Duncombe, 
one  of  the  daughters  and 

.  o 

co-heirefles    of    the    late 
Lord  Feverfham  :  —  The 
reader  is  dejired  to  correal 
the  mijiake   in  our  liji  of 
marriages   for     the    year 
1776. 
SI.  —  Nelbit,     Efq;     to    Mils 
Manners,     daughter      of 
Lord  Robert  Manners. 
Feb.    2.    Mr.    E.  H.   Sandys,   of 
Canterbury,  to  Mifs  Sally 
Fagg,  youngeit  daughter 
of    Sir    William    Fagg, 
Bart. 
Jn  France,  on  the  3d  init, 
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Count  de  Rohan  Chabot 
Jarnac,  nephew  to  the 
Duke  de  Rohan,  at  the 
caftle  of  Jarnac,  to  Mifs 
Smith,  filler  to  Sir  Skif- 
fington  Smith,  Bart,  of 
the.kingdom  of  Ireland. 
7.  Capt.  William  Arabine,  of 
the  king's  life  guards,  to 
Mifs  Molyneux,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Capel  Molyneux,  Bart. 

15.  John  Burridge  Cholwich, 
Efq;  of  Farringdon  in, 
the  county  of  Devon,  to 
Mifs  Dunke,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Dunke,  Bart. 

19.  James  Trecothick,  Efq;  of 
Addington  place,  in  Sur- 
ry, to  Mifs  Edmon  - 
Rone,  eldeit  daughter  of 
Sir  Arch.  Edmonftone, 
Bart. 

24.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Charle* 
Jackfon,  Bilhop  of  Kil- 
dare,  to  Mrs.  Cope,  re- 
lidl  of  the  late  Rev.  An- 
thony Cope,  Dean  of  Ar- 
magh. 

29.  Arthur  Shakefpear,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Ridley,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Ridley,  Efq; 
and  filler  to  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  Bart. 
His  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of 
HefleDarmftadt,  with  his 
coufin  the  Princefs  Loui- 
fa  Carolina  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  his  Serena 
Highnefs  Prince  Georga 
William  ofHefle  Darm- 
ftadt,  at  Darmftadt. 
March  18. Lord  Deerhurlt,  fon  to 
the  Earl  of  Coventry,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Catharine  Henley,  filter 
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to  the  Earl  of  Northing- 
ton. 
Edward  Sacheverell  Sitwell, 
Efq;  ofMorley,  in  Der- 
byfhire,  to  Mifs  Wheel- 
er, daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wheeler,  of  Le- 
mington  Haftings,  in 
Warwickshire,  Bart. 
April  2.  William  Hale,  Efq;  of 
Walden,  Hertford fnire,  to 
Mifs  Grimfton,  filler  to 
Lord  Grimfton. 

1 3.  Afheton  Curzon,  Efq;  to 
Mrs.  Trecothick,  filler 
to  Sir  William  Meredith. 

27.  Lord  Bulkely,  to  Mifs  War- 
ren, only  daughter  of 
Sir  G.  Warren. 
May  2.  Sir  .Edward  Williams, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Rily,  of 
St.  James's  place,  eldeft 
daughter  and  one  of  the 
cohcireffes  of  the  late 
John  Rily,  Efq;  of 
Bread-ftreet. 

12.  Sir  John  Hales,  of  Lincoln- 
fhire,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Ann 
Scott,  only  daughter  of 
John  Scott,  Efq;  of  Ful- 
ham. 

18.  William  Adam,  Efq;  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for 
Gatton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Eleonora  Elphinftone,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  Lord 
Elphinftone. 

25.  Charles     Hamilton,     Efq; 
youngeft  fon   of  the  late 
Lord  Hamilton,   to  Mifs 
Lucretia       Proffer,        of 
Hampfhire. 
June    I.    Hon.  Capt.  Charles  Na- 
pier, of  the  navy,  to  Mifs 
Hamilton  of  Weftburn. 
Sir  Thomas   Carew,   Bart, 
to    Mifs    Smallwood,    of 
Kirkefwald. 
The  Hon.  Lord  St.  Law- 
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rence,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Howth,  to  the 
Hon.  Lady  Bir- 
mingham, the  only 
daughter  and  heirefs  to 
the  Earl  of  Lowth. 

10.  John  O'Carroll,  Efq;  fon 
of  Sir  John  O'Car- 
rol,  Bart,  of  Bath,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  O'Car- 
rol,  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  Daniel  O'Carroll, 
Bart. 

19.  Nathaniel  Hodges,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Hodges,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Hodges. 
James  Blaod  Burgefs,  Efq; 
of  Lincoln's  inn,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Noel,  fifter 
to  Lord  Wentworth. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Chandos,  to  Mrs.  E  1  t- 
fon,  relict  of  the  late  Go- 
vernor Eiletfon. 
Wm.  Weller  Pejpjrs,  Efq; 
mailer  in  caancery,  ro 
Mifs  Dowdefwell,  eldeft 
daughter  oi  the  late  Right 
Hon.  William  Dowdef- 
well,Efq;  formerly  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer. 

25.  Andrew  Bayntun,  Eiq;  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Maria  Coventry,  of  St. 
James's,    Weftminlter. 

2S.  John  Williams,  Efq;  of 
Bagfhot-place,  near  Farn- 
ham,  in  Surry,  to  Mifs 
Thomas,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Thomas,  Bart, 
of  Yapton  place,  Suflex. 
July  5.  John  Forfter,  Efq;  eldeft 
ion  of  Sir  Nicholas  For- 
fter, Bart,  to  Mifs  Wynch, 
daughter  of  Alexander 
Wynch,  Efq;  late  Go- 
vernor of  Madrafs. 

7.  Hon.  Mr,  Browne,   fon  of 
Lord 
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Lord  Kin  mare,  to   Mifs 
Dillon,  daughter  of  Lord 
Dillon. 
12.   Sir  Matthew  Ridley,    Bart. 
to     Mifs    Col  borne,     of 
Pall- Mall. 
15.  LordMonfon,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Capel,    daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Eflex. 
22.   Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird, 
to    Mifs    Ranfom,     only 
daughter  of  Griffin  Ran- 
fom, Efq;  of  New  Palace- 
yard. 
"William  Young,  Efq;  eldeft 
fonof  Sir  William  Young, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Laurence, 
of  Red-Lion-fquare. 
28.  James  Harris,  E(q;   ambaf- 
fador    to     the     court    of 
Rullia,   to  Mifs  Amyand, 
filler  to  Sir  George  Corn- 
wall,  [.art. 
Aug.  4.    Capt  Hufiey,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Walpole,   fecond  daugh- 
ter to  Lord  Walpole. 
7.   George    Stubbs,     Efq;    of 
Suffolk- ftreet,     Charing- 
crofs,    to    MiL    Efdaile, 
daughter   of    Sir    James 
Efdaile. 
Lord     Cadogan,     to    Mifs 
Churchill,  of  Grofvenor- 
ftrect. 
Right  Hon.   Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother    to    the    Earl    of 
Radnor,     to    the     Right 
Hon.  Lady  Lucy  Graham, 
only     daughter     of     his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
trofe. 
16.  Henry  Pierfe,   Efq;  of  Bo- 
dale,  Yorkshire,    to    the 
Hon.      Mifs       Charlotte 
Grace  Monfon,  fifter    to 
Lord  Mgnfon. 


[ill 

18.  Hon.  Mr.    Curzon,    eldefl 
fon  of  Lord  Scarfdale,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Noel,  fifter 
to  Lord  Yifcounc  Went- 
worth. 
20.  EarlofCheflerfield,  to  Mifs 
Anne  ThilUethwaite,  of 
Titherly,   in    the  county 
of  Southampton. 
Right  Hon.  C.  Townfhend, 
10  Mifs  Annabella  Pow- 
lett  Smyth. 
The  Earl  of  Suffolk,   fecre- 
tary  of  ltate  for  the   nor- 
thern department,  te  La- 
dy Charlotte  Einch,  filter 
to    the    prefect    Earl    of 
Aylesford. 
Col.    Sandford,     to     Lady 
Rachel  Macdonnel,  filter 
to     the     Earl     of     An- 
trim. < 
Sept.  1.    William   Eertram,    Efq; 
of  the  queen's  dragoons, 
to   Mifs  Jean    Lockhart, 
eldelt  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir    Willi  tm     Lockhart, 
Bart,     of    Carltares,    in 
Scotland. 
Col.    Calander,    to    Lady 
Elizabeth  M'Donnel,  fe- 
cond filter  to  the  Earl  of 
Antrim. 
25.  Jacob  Reynardfon,  Efq;  of 
Holywell,     Lincolnshire, 
to    Mifs    Cuft,    daughter 
of  the  late  fpeaker. 
27.  Sir  Jofliua  Vanneck,  Bart. 
to       Mifs       Thompfon, 
daughter      of      Andrew 
Thompfon,     Efq;    mer- 
chant. 
Oft.  15.   John      Cotes,     Efq;     of 
Woodcote,  in  Shropshire, 
to  the  Hon.  Lucy  Court- 
ney,  ofMarvbone. 
18.  John  o'Neil,  Efq;  of  Shanes 
Cattle, 
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Caftle,  in  Ireland,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Boyle,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Lord  Vif- 
count  Dungarvan,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Cork. 
20.  Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Skreen,  daugh- 
ter  of  Skreen, 

Efq;  of  Arlington-ltreet, 
St.  James's. 

23.  Sir  Henry  Goring,  Bart,  to 

Mifs  Fifher,  of  Barba- 
does. 
28.  Hon.Ph.Lefslie,  fecond  fon 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Newark,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Frances  Man-  - 
ners,  only  daughter  to  the 
late    Marquis    of  Gran- 

Nov- 1.  Lord  "Vifcount  Crofbic, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Glan- 
dore,  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Sackville,  daughter  of 
Lord  George  Germaine. 
The  Earl  of  Glandore,  to 
Mrs.  Ward,  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Agmon- 
delham  Vefey,  of  Lucan, 
Efq;  and  firil  coufin  to 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Vefey. 

pec.  1.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz- 
maurice,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Mary  Obrien, 
pnly  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Inchiquin. 
12.  Valentine  Richard  Quin, 
Efq;  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  Lady  Frances 
Strangeway,  fitter  to  the 
Earl  of  Ilchefter. 

24.  At  the  Earl  of  Bute's  houfe 

in  Audley  -  ftreet,  the 
Pvight  Hon.  Lady  Ca- 
roline Stuart,  daugh- 
ter of  his  lord  (hip,  to 
— — —  Dawfon,  Efq;  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
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and  a  member  in  the 
Irifh  parliament. 
The  Riglw  Hon.  Lady 
Louifa  Levefon  Gower, 
daughter  of  Earl  Gower, 
to  Archibald  Macdonald, 
Efq;  counfellor  at  law, 
and  member  for  Hindon, 
in  Wilts. 
26.  Right  Hon.  George  Townf- 
hend,  Lord  Ferrers  of 
Chudley,  to  Mifs  Ellicot. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Year  1777,  fro,n  the  London  Ga- 
%ette,  &c. 

Jan.  4.  M.  Jofeph  Lomellino 
elecled  doge  of  Genoa. 

—  28.  The  king  was  pleafed 
to  order  letters  patent  to  be  palled 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  majelty's  grants  of 
the  following  dignities,  viz.  The 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king- 
dom unto  Francis  Lord  Vifcount 
Orwell,  and  to  his  heirs  male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Shipbrooke,  of 
Newry,  in  the  county  of  Down  in 
the  faid  kingdom. — The  dignities 
of  a  vifcount  and  earl  of  that  king- 
dom unto  John  Lord  Vifcount  Aid- 
borough,  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  title  of  Vifcount  Amiens 
and  Earl  of  Aldborough  of  the  pa- 
latinate of  Upper  Ormqnd  in  the 
faid  kingdom. — The  dignity  of  an 
earl  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto  Wil- 
liam Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Cler- 
mont, and  to  his  heirs  male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  Clermont,  of  Cler* 
mont,  in  the  county  of  Louth  in 
the  faid  kingdom. — The  dignity 
of  a  baronet  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  to  Henry  Langrifhe,  Efq; 
and  to  his  heirs  male. — Rd.  He- 
ron, Efq;  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lang- 
ford,  Major  General  Pomroy,  and 
Th-oma* 
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Thomas  Waite,  Efq;  to  be  privy 
counfellors  in  Ireland. 

Feb.  8.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  order  letters  patent  to  be 
patted  under  the  great  feal  of  Ire- 
land, containing  his  majefty's  grant 
of  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
faid  kingdom  unto  the  Mod  Rev. 
Father  in  God  Richard  Robinfon, 
D.  D.  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Ar- 
magh, primate  and  metropolitan 
of  all  Ireland,  and  to  his  iflue  male, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rokeby,  of 
Armagh,  in  the  county  of  Ar- 
magh, in  the  faid  kingdom,  with 
remainder  to  Matthew  Robinfon, 
of  Weft  Layton,  in  the  North 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  Efq; 
and  his  iflue  male. 

—  13.  His  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood 
on  James  Wallace,  Efq;  captain 
in  his  majefty's  royal  navy.  —  Earl 
Falconberg  killed  hands,  on  being 
named  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 
[This  article,  and  the  following, 
tvert  infer  ted  by  mijlake  in  the  Chro- 
nicle for  the  year  1 7  7  6 . 

March  4.  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq; 
of  Craigthorn,  appointed  keepers 
of  his  majefty's  fignet  in  Scotland. 

—  28.  Cofmo  Gordon,  Efq;  to 
be  one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefty's 
court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  in 
the  room  of  John  Grant,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed.  The  Rev.  John  Carver  to 
a  canon  or  prebendary  of  Worcef- 
ter,  vice  Dr.  James  Stillingfleet, 
deceafed.— Alleyne  Fitz-Herbert, 
his  majefty's  refident  at  the  court 
at  Bruffels. 

April  15.  Robert  Taylor,  Efq; 
to  be  mafter  carpenter  of  all  his 
majefty's  works  and  buildings  in 
England,  vice  William  Oram, 
Efq;  deceafed. — James  Adam  and 
Thomas    Sandby,    Efqrs.    to  the 


office  of  architect  of  his  majefty's 
works.— Dr.  Robert  Knox  to  be 
infpeftor  of  the  hofpitals  for  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Sir  Guy  Carleton. — Dr.  Mi- 
chael Morris  to  be  ditto,  forditto, 
under  the  command  of  General  Sir 
William  Hov  e.—  The  Earl  of  Dal- 
houfie  to  be  high  commiffioner  to 
the  church  of  Scotland. — The  Rt. 
Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert  Lord 
Bilhop  of  Oxford,  to  the  bifhoprick 
of  London. 

—  20.  Mr.  Wombwell  chofen 
chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  Ealt-India  Company,  and 
William  Devaynes,  Efq;  deputy 
chairman,  for  the  year  enfuing.— . 
Henry  Collingwoo'd  Selby,  Efq; 
clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlcfex,  in  the  room  of  Tho- 
mas Butler,  Efq;  deceafed.— Mr. 
Woodefon,  vinerian  profeflbr  at 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  R.  Cham- 
bers, Efq;  now  in  Bengal.— Dr. 
Buckler,  cuftos  archivorum  of  the 
L'niverfity  of  Oxford,  vice  Mr. 
Swinton. — Lieut.  Col.  Pattifon  of 
the  royal  artillery,  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  royal  artillery,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Ord,  de- 
ceafed.—Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  to 
be  profeftbr  of  mathematics  in  Ma- 
rifchal  college  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Aberdeen,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Trail,  deceafed.— Mr.  Ni- 
cholas Furfmann  to  be  his  Danifh 
majefty's  conful  in  the  Britifh 
Channel,  and  in  the  ports  of  the 
Britifh  Channel. — Major  General 
Clinton  to  be  a  knight  of  the 
bath.— Philip  Weftfaling,  Efquire, 
and  Sir  George  Vandeput,  Bart, 
or  the  furvivor  of  them,  to  the 
office  of  one  of  the  five  fearchers  of 
the  port  of  London,   by  patent. 

May  15.  The  honour  of  knight- 
hood on  Patrick  Crauford,  Efq; 
confervatar   of  the  privileges    of 

Scot- 
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Scotland,  at  Campvere,  and  other 
places  in  Zealand,  or  elfewhere, 
in  the  United  Provinces,  and  refi- 
dent  there  for  the  fame. — The 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert, 
Lord  Bilhop  of  London,  to  be  dean 
of  his  majeity's  chapel  royal. — The 
Rev.  John  Butler,  L.L.  D.  to  be 
biihop  of  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Lowth. — Roger  Paimer,  of 
Caltle  Lachen,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  Efq;  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  20.  Hon  John  Byron,  Au- 
gustus John,  Earl  of  Briftol,  rear 
admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  rear 
admirals  of  the  white.  And  the 
following  captains  are  appointed 
flag-officers  of  his  majeity's  fleet, 
viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  rear  admirals  of  the 
blue. — Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Edward 
Smith,  to  be  governor  of  his  ma- 
jefty's ifland  of  Man  ;  and  Major 
Richard  Dawfon  to  be  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  faid  ifland. — John 
Lidderdale,  Efq;  to  be  his  ma- 
jelly's  conful  at  Carthagena,  in 
Spain. — The  Hon.  Aplley  Ea- 
thurft,  fecond  fon  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, to  be  clerk  of  the  difpenfa- 
tions,  in  the  room  of  his  lordlhip's 
late  brother,  deceafed. — Charles 
Lampriere,  Efq;  deputy  com- 
miffary  of  the  mutters  at  Jerfey  and 

Guernfey. Dairies  Barring  ton, 

Elq;  to  be  com  mi  flaxy  of  ftores 
and  provifions  at  Gioraltar. 

June  1.  Rev.  Dr.  Scroope,  chap- 
lain in  ordinary  to  his  majetty. — 
Rev.  Dr.  Kaye,  to  the  eighth  pre- 
bend of  Durham. —  Hon.  and  Kev. 
Dr.  Eofcawen,  to  a  prebendary  or 
St.  Peter,   Weftminfter. 

—  13.  This  day  the  Ri<{ht 
Hon.    Frederick,  Earl  of  Carliile, 
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and  the  R.ight  Rev.  Robert,  Lord 
Bilhop  of  London,  were  fworn  of 
his  majefty's  mod  honourable  privy 
council. — The  honour  of  knight 
batchelor  on  Robert  Chambers, 
Efq;  one  of  the  puifne  juftices  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  Fore  William, 
in  Bengal. 

—  20.  Right  Hon.  Fred.  North, 
commonly  called  Lord  North, 
knight  of  the  mod  noble  order  of 
the  garter,  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Lord  Onflow,  the  Right  Hon. 
Francis  Seymour  Conway,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Vifcount  Beau- 
champ,  Charles  Wolfran  Corn- 
wall, Efq;  and  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Henry  Lord  Welkote,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  his 
majeily's  commiffioners  for  execu- 
ting the  office  of  treafurer  of  his 
majeily's  exchequer. — Soame  Je- 
nyns,  Bamber  Gaicoyne,  Efqrs; 
the  Hon.  Rohert  Spencer,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Rohert  Spencer, 
William  Jolliffe,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Greville,  William  Eden,  and  Tho- 
rnas  De  Grey,  Efqrs.  to  be  his 
majefty's   commiffioners   for    trade 

and    plantations. Right    Horr. 

W"elbore  Ellis,  the  office  or  place 
of  treafurer  of  his  majeity's 
navy.  —  Charles  Hale,  Efq;  to 
be  gentleman  of  his  majeity's 
privy  chamber.  —  Plight  H  n. 
Frederick,  Earl  of  Carliile,  trea- 
furer of  his  majefty's  houfehold. — 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Knt.  of  die  Bath, 
youngdt  clerk  comptroller  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Cio;n. 

—  26.  Hon.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  majeity's 
molt  honourable  privy  council. — 
John  Day,   Efq;   to    the  honour  of 

knighthood. Charles   Herbert, 

Efq;  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  ma- 
's bed-chamber.-  David   Dal- 

rymple,  Eiq;   to  be  one  of  the  or- 
dinary 
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dinary  lords  of  his  majefty's  feffion 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  James 
Fergufon,  Lord  Pitfour,  deceafed. 
—Alexander  Elphinfton,  advocate, 
to  be  fhenff  demure  of  the  (hire  of 
Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  David  Dalrymple.—  Wil- 
liam Fulierton,  Eiq;  to  be  his 
majelly's  fecretary  to  the  embafTy 
extraordinary,  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
faiJles. 

July  5.  Henry  Theophilus  Cle- 
ments, Eq;  deputy  vice  trealj.cr 
in  Ireland,  to  be  one  of  his  maj(  1- 
ty's  moli  honourable  privy  council 
in  the  faid  kingdom.  —  Anthony 
Shepherd,  D.  D.  a  prebendary  of 
his  majefty's  free  chapel  of  St. 
George,  in  the  cattle  of  Wind  for, 
void  by  the  death  of  John  Fulham, 
M.  A. 

Sept.  1.  John  Dalling,  Efq;  to 
be  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  his  majefty's  iiland  of  Ja- 
maica, in  the  room  of  Sir  B^nl 
Keith,  deceafed. — Edward  Smith, 
Eiq;  to  be  governor  of  Fort  Charles 
in  Fort  Royal,  in  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica.—  John    Boddington,     Efq; 
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_  Oft.  1.  John  Scott,  Efq;  to  be 
his   majelly's  attorney-general,   in 
Ireland,   in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon.    Philip  Tifiall,  deceafed.— 
Robert  Hellen,  Efq;   to  be  his  ma- 
jefty's   follici  tor-general,     in     the 
room  of  the  faid  John  Scott,  Efq; — • 
John  Scott,  Efq;  and  Walter  Hof- 
fey  Burgh,    Eiq-   to  be  of  his  ma- 
jefty's molt  honourable  privy  coun- 
cil,  '•  . — The  Right  Hon. 
be  deputy 
land. 
.1.     The  Ri  Ro- 
bert Earl  Nugent,   the  Right  . 
Henry  Flood,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Townfhend,   to   the  office 
of  vice-treafurer  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  — Right  Hon.   Murrough, 
Earl  of  Inchiquin,   to   be  governor 
of  the  county  of  Clare,*  and  truftee 
of  the  linnen  manufactures. 

—  20.  Bcke  of  Hamilton, 
keeper  of  his  majefty's  palace  of 
Linlithgow  and  the  caftle  of  Black- 

nefs    in    Scotland. Dr.    Adam. 

Smith,  commiffioner  of  the  cuftoms 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Menzies,  deceafed. — Lieut.    Gen. 


fecretary  to  his    majefty's  Board  of    John  Thomas,  lieutenant-governor 
Ordnance. — Mr.    Duncan    Camp-     of  St.  Philip's,  in  Mino r< 


bell  to  be  comniiilary  of  the  com 
miflariot  of  Stirling,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  David  Stewart,  late  com- 
miflary  thereof. — Frederick  Hal- 
dimand,  Efq;  lieutenant-general  of 
Jus  majefty's  forces,  to  be  captain  - 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
his  majefty's  province  of  Quebec, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Guv  Carleton, 
K.  B. 

—  20.  Hon.  and  Rev.  William 
Digby,  to  the  deanery  of  Dur- 
ham.—Rev.  Mr.  Barker,  to  be 
principal  of  Brazen-nofe  college, 
Oxford. — Rev.  Dr.  Lloyd,  to  the 
prebend  of  Stillington,  York  ca- 
thedral. 

Vol.  XX.   1777. 


Dec.  1.  John  Skynner,  Efq;  to 

be  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  honour  of  knighthood.  —  .Abel 
Moyfey,  Efq;  to  be  fecond  juftice 
of  the  counties  of  Brecon,  Glamor- 
gan, and  Radnor. — Francis  B id- 
ler, Efq;  to  be  one  of  his  ma:. 
council,  and  fecond  juftice  of  Chef- 
ter.—  The  Earls  of  Winchelfeaand 
Aylesford,  to  be  lords  of  his  ma- 
jefty's bed-chamber.  —  Wm.  Lewis, 

to  be  lieutenant   of   his 
jelly's  band   of  peniioners.  —  Ri 
Hon.  Lord  Onflow,   to    be   comp- 
troller of  his  majefty's  houfhold. — 
Ri'/ht    Hon.    Henry  Earl  Fau:on- 
L^J  berg, 
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berg,  to  be  lord-lieutenant  of  the 
North  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York. — William  Gregory,  Efq;  to 
be  his  majefly's  conlul  at  Barce- 
lona.— RightHon.  Sir  Sidney  Staf- 
ford Smythe,  Knt.  to  be  one  of 
his  majefly's  molt  honourable  privy 
council. — John  Ord,  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  Midhurft,  in  Suflex,  attor- 
ney-general of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
cailer,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John 
Skynner,  chief  baron. — Mr.  Ro- 
bert Watfon,  to  be  principal  of 
his  majefly's  college  of  St.  Leo- 
nard, in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  An- 
drew in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Tullidelph,  de- 
ceafed. 

—  cc.  The  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, chamberlain  of  her  ma- 
jefly's household. — Sir  Richard 
Worfley,  Bart,  youngeft  clerk 
comptroller  of  the  board  of  Green 
Cloth.— The  Lord  Vifcount  Pal- 
mcrllon,  ot  Ireland,  to  be  one  of 
his  majeily's  commiflioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
treafurer,  vice  Lord  Onflow. — The 
Right  Hon.  Conltantine  John 
Lord  Mulgrave,  of  Ireland,  to 
be  one  of  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty, vice  Lord  Palmerfton. — 
ill  Troop  of  horfe  guards,  Major- 
General  William,  Marquis  of  Lo- 
thian, to  be  captain  and  colonel, 
vice  John  Earl  of  Delawarr,  de- 
ceafed. — 2d  Troop  of  horfe  grena- 
dier guards,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward  Smith,  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  horfe,  to  be  lieutenant  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, vice  William  Mar- 
quis of  Lothian. 
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Jan.  4^  Lady   Cotton,  relift   of 
the   late  Sir  Lynch  Saiilbury  G.>;» 


ton,  Bart,  in  Great  George-ftreet, 
Weftminfter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Collingwood, 
at  Longbirch,  near  Wolverhamp- 
ton, widow  of  George  Colling- 
wood, Efq;  of  Northumberland, 
and  filler  to  the  late  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

8.  Mi fs  Powell,  eldefl:  daughter 
of  Sir  Alexander  Powell,  of  Salif- 
bury. 

1 1 .  The  Right  Hon.  the  Coun- 
tefs'of  Suffex,  at  Dunflable. 

Cardinal  Louis  Marie  Torigiani, 
at  Rome. 

14.  Lady  Piers,  at  Hufkard,  in 
Eflex,  relief  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Piers,  Bart,  of  Triflernagh,  in 
Weftmeath,  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Gilbert  El- 
liott, Bart,  in  the  South  of  France, 
member  for  the  (hire  of  Roxburgh, 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  keeper  ot 
the  fignet  in  Scotland,  and  acom- 
mimoner  of  the  forfeited  eltates  in 
that  kingdom. 

Mrs.  Moore,  aged  94,  in  the 
Cloy  Iters  at  Windfor,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Moore,  Bifhop  of  Ely  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann. 

25.  Mrs.  Afhburnham,  wife  of 
William  Afhburnham,  Efq;  fon  of 
the  Right  Rev.  Sir  William  Afh- 
burnham, Bart.  Bifhop  of  Chi- 
chefter. 

27.  William  Hutchinfon,  Efq; 
late  governor  of  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
in  North  America. 

30.  Robert  Inglis,  Efq;  eldefl 
fon  of  Sir  John  Inglis,  Bart. 

Lately,  John  Grant,  Efq;  one 
of  the  barons  of  exchequer  in  Scot- 
land. 

Sir  Benjamin  Kemp,  Bart,  at 
Coin  Dean,  Glouceiterihire,  of  an 
ancient  family  in  Suffolk. 

Rjaht  Hon.  Juliana,  Countefs 
ofAnglefea,  at  Bath. 

Rt.  Hon.  James,  Lord  Belhaven. 

Mifs 
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Mifs  Fletcher,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lord  Milton. 

Feb.  4.  Lady  Hotham,  wife  of 
Sir  Richard  Hotham,  of  Merton- 
place,   Surrey. 

6.  Lady  Falconer,  relict  of  the 
late  Sir  Everard  Falconer,  and  af- 
terwards married  to  Mr.  Pownal. 

12.  The  Rev.  Sir  William 
Smith,  Bart,  of  Mill-hall,  in  Ef- 
fex. 

13.  Maria  Duchefs  of  Wharton, 
relicl  of  Philip,  late  Duke  of 
Wharton. 

14.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Chedworth,  mother  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Chedworth,  aged  90. 

15.  Hon.  Ann  Arbuthnct,  filter 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Arbuthnot. 

19.  Major-General  Thomas 
Erie. 

Sir  Walter  Blacker,  Bart,  mem- 
ber for  Newcaitle  upon  Tyne. 

2f.  Miff  Rufnout,  youngell 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  John  Ruih- 
out,  Bart. 

24.  Sir  Samuel  Prime,  Knt.  and 
Serjeant  at  Law,  in  the  76th  )ear 
of  his  age. 

The  Marquifs  de  Grimaldi,  for- 
merly doge  of  Genoa,  at  Padua. 

Pierre  Herman  Dofquet,  for- 
merly bifhop  of  Quebec,  at  Paris. 

The  Princefs  Henrietta  D'Elle, 
lifter  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  at 
Parma. 

Louis  Phelypeaux,  Duke  de  la 
Vrilliere,  Count  de  St.  Florentine, 
Baron  de  Hervey,  minifter  of  itate, 
and  knight  of  the  French  king's 
orders,  at  Paris. 

On  Monday  the  24th,  His  ?Joft 
Faithful  Majefty. 

Sir  George  Hay  Macdougall, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  of  Rook- 
by,  Vorkfhire,  aged  -6,  without 
iiiu?. 
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March  1.  Lady  Shadwell,  relict 
of  Sir  John  Shadwell,  Knt.  phyfi- 
cian  to  their  majefties  Queen  Anne 
and  King  George  I. 

Lady  of  General  Acourt,  in  Par- 
liament-ftreet,   Grofvenor-fquare. 

3.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Bart. 

4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Maurice 
William  Count  de  Dohna. 

5.  Sir  JofhuaYan  Neck,  of  Ha- 
veningham  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  one 
of  the  richeil  merchants  in  Furope. 

11.  Mrs.  Arundell,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Arundell,  of  Lan- 
herne,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
Efq;  and  great  aunt  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Arundell,  ofWardour. 

31.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ter- 
rick,  Lord  Biihop  of  Lo: 

Frederica  Charlotte  Dowager 
Princefs  of  Heffe  Darmftad,  aged 

79- 

Sir  HnghPaterfon,  of  Bannock- 
burn,  in  Scotland,  Eart.  aged  91 
years  and  two  months  ;  he  Was  a 
member  of  the  firit.  Britifli  p 
ment  at  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms. 

April  7.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Temple.  She  was  daughter  and 
coheircls  of  T.  Chambers,  Efqj  of 
Middlefex,  and  had  only  one 
daughter  by  Lord  Temple,  which 
died  Jan.  14,    1742. 

8.  Lady  Trelawney,  in  Corn- 
wall. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janfen, 
Bart,  late  chamberlain  of  London. 

9.  Lord  Stavordale,  an  infant 
fen  of  Lord  Uchefter. 

zo..  Sir  William  Carr,  Bart. 

Lady  Brcoke,  wife  of  Sir  R. 
Brooke,  Bart. 

Lady  Dyer,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyer,   Bart. 

'22.  Right  Hon.  John  Talbot 
Touchet,  Baron  Audley,  of  He- 
leigh,   in   England,     end   Earl    of* 

[F]   z  Cattle- 
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Caftlehaven,  in  Ireland.  The  an- 
cient barony  of  Audley  devolves  to 
his  nephew,  eldeft  fon  of  Philip 
ThicknefSj,  Efq;  an  officer  in  the 
army. 

29.  The  Dutchefs  of  Abrantes, 
aged  32  years,  at  Madiid  :  fhe  has 
left  eleven  children. 

Robert  Francis  Cholmondeley, 
Efq;  fecond  fon  to  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Robert  Cholmondeley,  in  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  at  the  Mau- 
ritius, in  his  way  home  from  Ma- 
drafs. 

May  2.  George  Wyndham, 
L.  L.  D.  warden  of  Wadham  Col- 
lege,  Oxford. 

6.   Sir  Thomas  Reeves,   Bart. 

8.  Duchcfs  Dowager  of  Devon- 
fhire,  youngeit  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Burlington. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Heneage 
Finch,  Earl  of  Aylesford,  in  Grof- 
venor-fquare. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  John  Bathurft, 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor,  at 
Saperton,  in  Gloucelterfhire. 

Lady  Thomas,  relict  of  the  late 
Sir  Edmond  Thomas,   Bart. 

II.  Lady  Flarriot  Needham, 
filler  of  the  late  Lord  Kilmurry,  at 
Datchet. 

21.  Sir  Arrnine  Woodhoufe, 
Bart.  His  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  fi lh -bone  Kicking  in  his 
throat. 

22.  Duchefs  of  Bridgewater,  in 
an  advanced  age. 

Lady  Frances  Weil,  eldeft  daugh- 
ter to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Dela- 
wat. 

25.  Right  Hon.  Theodofia, 
Countefs  of  Glandore,  in  the  55th 
year  of  her  age.  Her  ladylhip  was 
daughter  to  John,  Earl  of  Darn- 
ley,  by  Lady  Theodofia  Hyde,  Ba- 
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ronefs   Clifton,    daughter    of  Ed- 
ward, Earl  of  Clarendon. 

26.  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Mon- 
talt,  of  Ireland.  His  lordfhip  is 
fucceeded  in  his  title  and  eftate  by 
his  qjnly  brother,  Sir  Comwallis 
Maude,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Nathaniel  Cle- 
ments, one  of  his  majelly's  moft 
honourable  privy  council,  deputy 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  mem- 
ber for  Cavan,  in  that  king- 
dom. 

Mrs.  Mary  Agnes  Blount,  wi- 
dow of  the  late  Michael  Blount, 
Efq;  and  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Jofeph  Tichborne, 
of  Titchborne,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  Bart. 

June  2.  Sir  John  Glynn,  Bart, 
at  b'road-lane,  in  Flintfhire,  mem- 
ber in  the  prefent  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Flint. 

3.  Lady  Mary  Cuninghame,  wi- 
dow of  Lieutenant-GeneralCuning- 
hame,  Bart,  of  Livingltone,  in 
Scotland. 

6.  Sir  Frederick  Rogers,  of 
Blackford,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
Bart,  recorder  of  Plymouth,  and 
late  a  commifiioner  of  the  navy, 
at  Bath. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Ponfonby 
Moore,  at  Dublin. 

19.  Lady  of  Sir  William  Mont- 
gomery, Bart. 

29.  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Aldbo- 
rough. 

July  3.  Right  Hon.  William 
O'Brien,  Earl  and  Baron  of  Inchi- 
quin,  and  Baron  Burren,  K.  B. 

10.  Abbot  Duke  de  Biron,  peer 
of  France. 

15.  Hon.  Mr.  Cecil,  grand  ne- 
phew to  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 

17.  Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Queeniberry,    daughter  to  Hyde, 

Earl 
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Earl   of  Rocheikr,  and  the  cele- 
'brated  patronefs  of  Mr.  Gay. 

20.  Rev.  Dr.  Gower,  provoil  of 
Worceiter-college,   in  Oxford. 
-  23.  Hon.  Mih  Maynard,    filter 
to  Lord  Maynard. 

31.    Rt.  Hon    Lady  Sandes. 

Aug.  I.    Sir  Charles  Montagu, 
K.  B. 

8.  Lady  Harbord,    relift  of  Sir 
William  Harbord,  Bt.  and  K.  B. 

20.   Rev.  Dr.  Dampier,  dean  of 
Durham. 

Sir  Ball!  Keith,  governor  of  Ja- 
maica. 

Sept.  7.  The  fecond  fon  of  Lrrd 
Clifford. 

9.  Hon.  Mr.  Ha*ke,  fecond  fon 
of  Lord  Hawke. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  the  E  irJ 
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I    Id-oiarihal   and  generalif- 
fimo  of  th  ';!. 

%.   1.   Sir  fon, 

Bart. 

Her   Serene    :  Princefs 

Anne  C 
of  Baden,  mother  to   the  re- 
:ave. 
Princef-  Bcnedicta  Erntil.i,    Ma- 
ria  d'Ello,   filer    to   the    reigning 
Duke  of  Modona. 

Infant  Don  Philip,  eldeft  fon  to 
the  King  of  Spain,   of  d 

20.    M.idame    Dillon,    lady    of 
Count  Edward  Dillon,  ar.d  eldeft 
daughter  I  1    .^i:   Rol  ert    Harl 
Bart,     of  Sproughton,     near    Jpl- 
wieh. 

The    young    fultana,     Hatige, 


of  Harcourt,  at  his  feat  at  Newn-     daughter  to  the  C,  nor 

ham,  in  Oxfordlhire.     His    hud-  Re  LL.n.  Lady  Dowager  Forbes, 

fhip,   who  had  gone  out  to  take  his     at  Edinburgh. 


morning's  walk  in   the    park,   and 
did    not  return  at    his    uiual  hour, 
was  found  by  hi 5  fen  ants  in  a 
row  well,  nothing  appearing  above 
water  but  the  feet  and  Ic 
fioned,   as    it    i-  imagined,   by  his 


Hon.  Edward  Webley,  chief 
julliccof  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

Sir  J.  Cunningham,  Bart,  of 
Carpington,   ii  d. 

.  . 

Rev.     Sir    John 


over-reaching  him  felt  111  1  rder  to     Caltleton,    I 

fave  the    life    of  a  favourite   dog,  Th;  .      deric,      of 

who  was  found   in   the    well  with 

him,    ftandir.g    on    his   lordhhip's 

feet.  • 

20.  The  Mod  Noble  and  Puif- 
fant    Edward,   Duke   of  Norfolk, 


Hefie  Philip,; 

Excellency   Prince    MalTa- 
rano. 

S  r  Thomas  Hagerftone,  P  1 

22. 


Earl   of  Arundel,   Surry,   Norfolk     D  la     irr,  \ 


and  Norwich,  and  hereditary  Earl 
Marfhal  of  England,  &c.  &c.  in 
the  92d  year  of  his  age,  without 
ilTue.  He  is  fucceeded  in  ho- 
nour and  eitates  by  his  fecend 
coufin,  Charles  Howard,  of  Gnu  - 
ltock. 

The  Right  Hon.  Phil.  Tifdale, 
attorney-general  of  Ireland. 

The  Count  de  la  Lippe  Bucke- 


ron    1  uge- 

iord 
1  >erlain    to  her    majelty,  and 

colonel    of   tht  p   of  life- 

guards, at    his    hoafe   in    Ai 
lquare. 

Dec.  6.    Sir  John  Murray,  Bart. 

9.   Sir  Charles  Know  le -,  Bt.  and 
admiral  of  the  white  I  juadron. 

14.  Lady  Selina  Bathurit,  relict 
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of  the  late  P.  Bathurft,    Efq;  of  ton,   regifter  of  the  order  of  the 

Clarendon  Park.  garter,  and  uncle  to  the  Earl  of 

— —  Langham,  Efq;  eldeft  fon  Albemarle, 

of  Sir  James  Langham,  Bart.  28.  Sir  William  Thomas,  Bart. 

27.    The  Hon.  Dr.   Frederick  Lady  of  Sir    J.  Tylney  Long, 

Keppel,    Lord   Bifhop  of  Exeter,  Bart. 

Dean  of  WindforandWolverhamp-  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax. 
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FRIDAY,  February  7,  Lord 
North  prefented  the  bill  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  fecure  and 
detain  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpecled  of  high-treafon  in  North 
America,  or  on  the  feas  for  piracy, 
which  was  read  the  firit  time.  On 
Friday  the  14th,  the  bill  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  flrongly  op- 
pofed. 

During  the  debate,  it  was  an- 
nounced to  the  houfe,  that  the 
fheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefe.v, 
attended  by  the  city  remembrancer, 
were  in  waiting,  with  a  petition  to 
the  houfe,  againil  the  faid  bill's 
being  paffed  ;  the  fheriffs  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered  in,  when  they 
prefented  the  following  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  againil 
the  American  high-treafon  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble till  the  third  reading  of  the 
faid   bill. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons 
of  Great-Britain  in  parliament 
affembled. 

The  humble  Petuion  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mons, of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  afil-mbled. 

S  H  E  W  E  T  H  , 

'  THAT  your  petitioners  have 
ieen  a  bill  depending  in  this  ho- 
nourable houfe,  to  impower  his 
majefty    to  fecure  and   detain  per- 


fons charged  with,  or  fufpecled  of, 
the  crime  of  high-treafon  commit- 
ted in  North  America,  or  on  the 
high  feas,  or  the  crime  of  pit 

•  '1  hat,  if  the  faid  bill  lhould 
pafs  into  a  law,  your  petitioners 
are  apprehenfive  it  will  create  the 
greateft  uneaiinefs  in  the  minds  of 
many    of   his  majelly's  good  fub- 

and  tend  to  excite  the  moft 
alarming  difturbances :  all  perfons 
indifcriminately  being  liable,  up- 
on the  ground  of  fulpicion  alone, 
without  any  oath  made,  and  with- 
out convening  the  parties,  or  hear- 
ing what  they  can  alledge  in  their 
own  juiiiheation,  to  be  committed 
to  a  remote  prifon  in  any  corner  of 
the  realm,  there  to  remain  without 
bail  or  mainprise. 

1  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  act, 
which  is  the  great  (ecurity  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  will  be 
fufp  ended. 

'  That  your  petitioners  are 
deeply  aftedted  with  what  they  con- 
ceive will  be  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  law,  as  from  lit- 
tle motives  of  refentment,  and  va- 
rious other  inducements,  there  may 
be  perlons  competent  to  commit 
who  may  be  tempted  to  exercife 
that  power  in  its  utmoll  latitude 
and  extent. 

•  That  meafures  fo  violent  and 
unconllitutional  ;  fo  fubverfive  of 
thefacred  andfundamentalrights  of 
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the  people,  and  fubjecting  them  to 
the  moll:  cruel  opprelhon  and  bon- 
dage,   will,    in    the  judgment    of 
your  petitioners,  be  introdudlive  of 
every  fpecies  of  mifchief  and  confu- 
fion,  and  thereby    precipitaie   the 
impending  ruin  of  this  country. 
'   Your  petitioners  therefore  ear- 
rseiUy  befeech  this  honourable 
ho'.ife,  That  the  laid  bill  may 
not  pafs  into  a  law,  or  at  leaifc 
to  take  fuch  care  as  in  their 
wifdoin    may   feem   meet,    to 
prevent  it  from  being  extend- 
ed in  its  operation  or  conftr ac- 
tion   to   any    of  his  majeJty's 
fhbjecls  rehdent  in  thele  king- 
doms.' 
Monday,  Feb.  17,  at  the  third 
yeading  of  this  bill,  a  warm  debate 
enfued,    and,    the   queiiion  being- 
put,   the  numbers  for  the  bill  pair- 
ing were  112,  againft  it,   35. 


Summary  of  the  Tryal  of  Dr.  Dodd 
for  Forgery ,  at  JuJIice-Hall in  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  Saturday,  Fe- 
bruary 22. 

OON  after  ten  o'clock  the 
judges  (Gould,  Willes,  and 
Perryn)  and  aldermen  (about  fix- 
teen)  being  feated,  Dr.  Dodd  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  led  in  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  when  he  read  a 
paper  to  the  following  purport : 
That  Mr.  Robertfon,  who  was 
committed  with  him  as  a  princi- 
pal, had  by  an  order  from  the 
court (furreptitiouflyobtained)  been 
conveyed  before  the  grand  jury,  to 
enable  them  to  find  the  bill ;  and 
this  being,  as  he  was  informed,  a 
thing  unprecedented  ;  he  therefore 
jequeited  that  he  might,  by  his 
counfel,  be  heard  thereon. 

Meifrj.  Howanh,  Cooper,  and 


Butler,  then  produced  feveral  ob- 
jections againft  Robertfon's  evi- 
dence, and  were  replied  to  by 
Melfrst  Mansfield  and  Davenport. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  exprelfed  his 
forrow  that  fo  much  time  had  been 
taken  up,  occafioned  by  a  miltake 
ol  the  officer,  which  he  believed 
would  not  have  happened  had  not 
an  ill-judged  lenity  been  Ihewn  to 
the  prifoner  ;  for  had  he  been  re- 
moved with  the  reft,  his  name 
would  necell'arily  have  appeared  in 
the  Kalendar,  and  perhaps  the  for- 
mer application  to  the  bench  might 
then  have  been  complied  with. 
The  baron  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  a  new  indictment  Ihould  be 
preferred,  or  proceed  to  trial  ;  and 
if  the  prifoner  Ihould  be  convicted, 
then  this  matter  to  be  left  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  prilbner's  counfel  agreed 
that  the  trial  fnould  go  on. 

The  indictment  being  read, 
Lord  Chefterfie'id  was  the  hrft  evi- 
dence fworn  :  but  as  it  was  neceifa- 
ry  to  prove  a  releafe  from  Mr. 
Fletcher  to  his  lordihip  before  his 
examination, Mr. Manly  was  fworn, 
and  produced  faid  releafe. 

His  lord  (hip  was  then  examined  ; 
he  faid,  neither  the  fignature  to 
the  bond,  nor  the  receipt  for  the 
money,  were  of  his  figning. 

Lord  Chefterfield's  gentleman 
likewife  fwore  that  the  fignatures 
of  both  bond  and  receipt  were  not 
the  hand- writing  of  his  iordfihip. 

Mr.  Manly  gave  a  fubftantial  de- 
tail of  the  whole  tranfaction,  from 
the  time  the  bond  came  into  his 
hands,  to  the  time  of  the  commit- 
ment of  the  prifoner;  he  faid  the 
bond  had  been  in  his  poiTefnon 
from  the  4th  of  February  to  this 
time  ;  that  the  blot,  by  which  the 
forgery    was  difcovered,   appeared 

to 
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to  Kim  not  to  have  been  done  by 
accident,  but  purpofely  \%  ith  a  pen  ; 
that  having  doub  s  whether  the 
bond  was  a  good  one,  he  applied  to 
Mr.  Fletcher,  to  advife  what  to 
do;  that  he  likewife  waited  on 
Lord  Chefterfield,  who  denied  the 
bond;  that  on  going  to  Sir  Charles 
Raymond's,  Mr.  Robertfon  hap- 
pened to  come  in,  and  was  1 
into  cullody  ;  that  afterwards  he 
went  to  Dr.  Dodd's  houfe  (leaving 
Mr.  R.  the  officer,  &c.  at  a  I 
near  at  hand);  that  on  feeing  the 
Dr.  he  told  him  his  bufinefs,  and 
afked  him  how  he  could  be  guilty 
of  fuch  an  act ;  that  the  d  jftor 
feemed  much  (hocked,  and  as  foon 
as  he  could  recover  himfelf,  faid, 
urgent  necelhtv  was  the  caufe  ;  th.it 
the  witnefs  then  afked  the  prifoner 
if  he  had  any  of  the  money  Wr,  as 
the  reititution  would  be  the  only 
means  of  faving  him.  Dr.  Dodd 
replied,  he  had  fix  urafts  on  Sir 
Charles  Raymond  ot  cool,  each; 
he  had  alfo  cool,  in  the  hands  of 
the  banker,  all  which  he  would 
very  willing'v  give  up  ;  that  he 
(the  evidence)  then  afked  Dr.  Dodd 
if  he  would  give  a  bond  in  judg- 
ment on  his  houfehold  goods  for 
the  remainder,  to  which  Dr.  Docid 
replied,  he  would,  that  or  any 
thing  elfe.  Mr.  Manly  further 
faid,  he  had  need  told  another 
execution  had  been  in  the  pri- 
soner's houfe,  but  had  been  with- 
drawn, and  he  believed  there  was 
fuffkient  to  anfwer  the  demand. 

Mr.  Innes,  who  attended  Mr. 
Manly,  confirmed  Mr.  Manly's 
evidence,  as  to  what  pafled  be- 
tween Dr.  Dodd  and  Mr.  Manly  ; 
he  alfo  read  from  notes  taken  at 
the  time,  Dr.  Dodd's  confenion 
before  the  lord-mayor,  and  his  de- 
claring Mr.  Robertfon  innocent. 
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The  notes  which  were  given  in 
payment  or  the  bond  were  pro- 
duced, which  Mr.  Fletcher  fwore 
to  be  the  identical  notes  paid. 

Mr.  Leecnift  was  called  .0  prove 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner, 
but  c   u!J  net  (wear  pcfitively. 

Mr.  Ncale,   treaiuier  to  the   fo- 
ciety  for  the  Relict"  of  Small  Deb- 
tors,  was   next  called  to    the   fame 
wh  1  fwore  that  the  fi-n;uure'i 
Ut,'  and  •  . 
both  in  the  bund  and  receipt,  were 
the   hand-writing  of  the   prifoner. 
afked  by  the  judge  how 
lie  could    be    lb 

by  being  fc  long  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Dcdd's  writing,  and  having 
fo  ohen  feen  him  write. 

Mr.  I-  iber  fen  fu.ore  to  the  pri- 
foner bri  he  bond  to  him  un- 
»v  l^ronnht 
it    fi~;iec! 

j  that  he  (the  evidence]  alfo 
received  the  money,  and 
p..id  it  to  Dr.  Dodd.  Being  afked 
if  it  was  ufual  f  >r  him  to  I 
brmd  without  ieeing  the  principal 
fign  it,   he  anfwered,  Sod 

No  witneftes  being  produced  in 
favour  of  the  priioner,  he  wa  called 
upon  for  his  detence. 

He  faid,  he  was  fully  fenfib'e  of 
the  hcmoulnefs  ot  the  crime  of  for- 
gery, but  pre  fumed  the  guilt  fule- 
ly  centered  in  the  intention  :  he 
called  God  he  mcaut 

no  injury  to  any  one,   and    t!v 

.  •  beer,  able  to  re-inilate 
the  money  (and  it  was  hi.-  real  in- 
tent) in  a  few  months;  that  this 
was  a  molt  cruel  p;o:Vcution,  as 
Mr.  Manl)  had  given  him  hopes, 
if  he  made  reititution,  that  no  fur- 
ther no:;re  would  !>e  taken;  that 
he  confidered  a  peri'on  committed 
as  principal,  and  being  admitted 
evidence  againit   him,    an   enure 

new 
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new  cafe,  and  therefore  affedted 
him  the  more  ;  that  life  to  him, 
after  being  expofed  to  fhame,  was 
of  no  value,  he  fhould  willingly 
refign  it ;  but  he  had  a  wife  [here 
the  tears  flowed  from  his  eyes,  and 
indeed  from  the  eyes  of  greateft 
part  of  thofe  who  heard  him]  then 
afked  pardon  of  the  court  and  jury 
tor  this  weaknefs  ;  a  wife,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  feven  and  twen- 
ty years  in  the  mofl  perfect  conju- 
gal felicity  ;  for  her  he  felt  :  his 
creditors  mud  likewife,  hefaid,  be 
fufrerers,  fhould  he  now  fufter ; 
and  as  reftitution  had  been  made, 
he  hoped  the  court  and  jury  would 
confider  all  thefe  circumilances, 
and  acquit  him. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  fummed  up 
the  evidence  very  fully  ;  he  faid, 
that  the  indiflment  ftated  that  the 
bond  was  forged  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud Lord  Chefterfield  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  ;  if  they  believed  it  was 
done  to  defraud  either  one  or  the 
other,  then  they  mull:  bring  in  the 
prifoner  guilty.  As  to  the  defence 
fet  up  by  the  prifoner,  the  only 
thing  for  their  confideration  was, 
whether  the  forgery  was  committed 
with  an  intent  to  defraud  ;  if  they 
thought  not,  then  they  muft  acquit 
him  :  in  regard  to  the  other  parts 
of  his  defence,  it  could  have  no 
weight  with  them  ;  for  if  it  was 
liitened  to  in  this  cafe,  not  a  cri- 
minal brought  to  that  bar  but  would 
fet  up  a  fimilar  one. 

The  jury  then  went  out,  and, 
after  fraying  about  twenty  minutes, 
brought  in  their  verdicl,  Guilty. 

The  jury  afterwards  drew  up  a 
memorial  in  recommendation  of 
the  unhappy  prifoner  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  the  royal  mercy,  figned 
the  fame,  and  prefented  it  to  the 


court,  which   was    favourably  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Robertfon  was  ordered  to 
be  kept  in  cultody  till  the  gaol  de- 
livery. 


Summary    of    the    Trial    of    John 
Home,  Efq j  for  a    Libel. 

FRIDAY,  July  4,  at  nine 
o'clock,  the  Earl  of  Manf- 
field  came  into  the  court  of  King's- 
bench,  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
fpecial  jury,  fummoned  to  try  the 
caufe  between  the  King  and  John 
Home,  Erq;  on  an  information 
hied  ex  officio  by  the  attorney-ge- 
neral,  foi  a  libel,  were  fworn. 

Mr.  Bulk-r  opened  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  and  ftated  to  the  jury 
the  fuf  je&-matter  of  the  informa- 
tion, which  was  an  advertifement, 
dated,  «  King's-arms  tavern,  Corn- 
hill,  June  7,  1775,'  and  purport- 
ing to  be  an  account  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society's  having  met  on 
the  faid  7th  of  June,  and  agreed, 
•  that  the  fum  of  100I.  fhould  be 
raifed,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  widows,  orphans,  and  aged 
parents  of  our  beloved  American 
fellow-fubjedts,  who,  faithful  to 
the  character  of  Englifhmen,  pre- 
ferring death  to  fl  a  very,  were,  for 
that  reafon  only,  inhumanly  mur- 
dered by  the  king's  troops  at  or 
near  Lexington  and  Concord,  in 
the  province  of  MafTachufet's,  on 
the  19th  of  lafl  April ;'  which  ad- 
vertilement  was  figned  by  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  attorney-general  then  arofe, 
but  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  inform  the  jury  more  fully  of 
the  cafe  by  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Home,  who  addreffed   himfelf  to 

the 
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the  court,  and,  declaring  he  thought 
that  the  proper  moment  to  urge  an 
objection  which  ftruck  him  as  ex- 
ceedingly   eflential,  defired   to   be 
heard  ;    the    court  afTenting,  Mr. 
Home  turned  to  the  jury,  and  be- 
gan fpeaking  ;  when  he   was   told 
by  Lord   Mansfield,  that  he   mull 
make  his   objection    to    him,   and 
not  to   the  jury.     Mr.    Home  re- 
plied, that  his  lordfhip  had  flopped 
him  before  he   had  heard  what  he 
had  meant  to  offer,  and  which  his 
lordfhip,    when    he    heard,   would 
have  found  to   be  altogether  regu- 
lar ;  the  words  he  was  about  to  fay 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  being 
of  no  other  purport  than  tointreat 
them  to  attend   particularly   to  his 
objection,  a  circumftance   exceed- 
ingly  necefTary,  as  the  matter  he 
wifhed  to  urge  was  very   material, 
and  as  juries  had   of  late  but  too 
frequently  been   confidered  as  out 
of  court,  when  any  point   of  law 
was   debated.     Lord  Mansfield  a- 
gain  defired  him  to  proceed,  when 
he  began  objecting  to  the   practice 
of  the  court,  on  the  late   trials  of 
the  printers  (convi&ed  of  publifh- 
ing  the  advertifement,  of  which  he 
was  charged  in  the  prefent  inform- 
ation as  the  author)  in  admitting 
the  attorney-general   to  reply,    al- 
though  the  defendants    called    no 
witneffes.      Lord    Mansfield    ob- 
served,   that     this    objection   was 
premature,  and  that,   if  necefTary, 
the  time  to  urge  it  was,  when  the 
attorney-general  fliould  attempt  to 
reply.     Mr.  Home  fhewed  why  it 
was  of  importance  to  him,  that  the 
matter  fhould  be  fettled  in  this  ftaoe 
cf  the    trial,  urging    that  he   was 
aware  the    attorney-general  would 
take  all  advantages,  fair    and   un- 
fair,  to  convict  him,  and   that   he 
fhould  fhape  his  defence  agreeably 


to  a  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
ftance ;  whereupon  Lord  Mansfield 
declared  that  he  would  con  fen  t  to 
it,  if  Mr.  Attorney  had  no  objec- 
tion. The  attorney-general  de- 
clared his  acquiefcence,  and  Mr. 
Home  proceeded  with  obferving, 
that,  although  he  thanked  the 
court  and  Mr.  Attorney-general  for 
acceding  to  his  morion,  he  was  not 
fo  well  pleafed  with  accepting  that 
as  a  matter  of  favour,  which  he 
had  demanded  as  a  matter  of  juf- 
tice.  He  then  proceeded  to  (hew, 
that,  although  the  practice  ob- 
jected to  was  not  without  prece- 
dent of  late  years,  it  was  never- 
thelefs  injurious  and  oppreffive  to 
the  fubjedt,  as  well  as  conrrary  to 
every  principle  of  that  protection; 
andfafety,  which  the  reafon  of  the 
laws,  and  the  ancient  modes  of 
difpenfing  jultice,  were  calculated 
to  afford  to  innocence. 

Mr.  Home  then  went  on  to  fhew, 
that,  in  his  caufe  tried  at  Guild- 
ford in  1771,  he  was  advifed  by 
his  counfel  to  forfake  the  advantage 
of  examining  witneffes,  in  order  to 
difprove  the  having  fpoken  certain 
words  flated  in  the  declaration  as 
defamatory,  but  rather  to  admit 
them  as  true,  (although  he  could 
have  proved  their  falfity)  than  af- 
ford the  leader  on  the  other  fide  an 
opportunity  of  replying  ;  that  he 
acquiefced  in  this  advice,  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  the 
leading  counfel  for  the  plaintiff 
did  reply,  that  his  counfel  rofe  to 
object,  and  upon  that  his  lordlhip 
(who  then  alfo  tried  the  caufe)  over- 
ruled the  objection,  and  fuffered 
the  reply,  upon  which  the  jury  had 
given  a  verdict  againd  him  with 
400I.  damages. 

Lord  Mansfield  told  him,  that 
nothing  was  more  clear,  than  that 
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the  ai-torney-general  had  a  right  to 
reply,  if  he  chofe  it ;  that  it  had 
bee,i  often  exercifed,  and  might 
be  exerciied  again. 

Mr.  Home  complained   that  his 
Jordfhip,  by  taking  upon    himfelf 
the  duty  of  the  at'orney-ger.eral, 
had  deprived  "him   of  hearing  from 
that  officer  fuch   arguments  as   he 
doubted   not  the  attorney  was  able 
to    have    offered,     and    which    he 
would    have  endeavoured   to  have 
refuted  ;   he  obferved,   that    at  all 
hazards  his   fituation    was   a    very 
difadvantageous   one,   but  that  he 
was  particularly   unfortunately  cir- 
cumstanced,  if  the  judge,  who  was 
to  try  him,   took    upon  himfelf  to 
do   the   bufinefs    of   the  attorney- 
gene  id  ;   for  between   the  two   he 
fhouid  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

Lord  Mansfield  defired  the  trial 
might  go  on,  and  that,  if  there 
was  any  informality  in  the  pro- 
ceeding on  the  trial,  or  if  he 
thought  either  the  judge  or  counfel 
did  him  injultice,  Mr.  Home  had 
a  remedy  by  a  fubfequent  appeal 
to  the  court,  who  would  fet  afide 
any  verdict  obtained  irregularly. 

Mr.  Heme  warmly  faid,  «  Oh 
my  lord,  my  lord,  let  me  not  hear 
of  remediesof  your  lordihip's  point- 
ing out;  that  poifon  is  the  moft 
baneful  of  all,  which  poifons  the 
phyfic  ;  your  lordfnip's  remedies 
are  worfe  than  the  difeafes  of  the 
patients  who  apply  them  ;  and  it 
is  but  a  poor  fatisfaction  for  a  man 
who  receives  a  wound,  to  receive  a 
plaifler  from  the  fame  hand.  At 
Guildford  your  lordfhip  talked  to 
me  of  a  remedy,  I  fu'omitted  and 
tried  it ;  it  is  true  I  fet  afide  the 
verdict,  but  it  colt  me  zool.  The 
verdict  was  but  for  400I.  and  the 
remedy  colt  half  as  much  -,  it  was 


therefore  a  pretty  dear  remedy!' 
Mr.  Home,  in  this  part  of  the 
trial,  was  fo  hairy  in  his  animad- 
verfions  on  the  conduct  of  the 
judge  and  the  attorney-general, 
treating  each  with  a  decree  of  un- 
exampied  feverity  and  rudenefs, 
that  Lord  Mansfield  was  provoked 
to  a  declaration,  that,  if  he  did 
not  behave  more  decently,  he 
fhould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  com- 
mitting him. 

The  attorney-general   then  rofe 
to  open  the  cafe   fully  to  the  jury, 
a     I  I        .1  with  expreffing  his  con- 
temptoi  the  imputations  call  on  his 
character  by  the  defendant,  in  what 
he  had  juft    urged  ;  and  declared, 
that  he    would    not  condefcend    to 
ftoop  low  enough  to  offer  an  anfwer 
to  fuch  groundtefs,  fuch  ridiculous 
affertions.     It  was  neceffary,  how- 
ever,  to  fpeak  to  one  part  of  what 
had  been  laid,  and  that  he  did  by 
denying   the   charge  made  againffc 
him  by    Mr.  Home,  that  he  came 
prepared   to  take    all    advantages, 
fair  and  unfair;   and  that  his  view 
was  ac  any  rate  to  obtain  a  verdict. 
He  folemnly  protelted  that  he  had 
no  other  motive  for  his  conduct  on 
the  prefent  occafion,   than  a  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  his  duty  ;   that,  as 
an  officer  of  the  crown,  it  behooved 
him  to  take  notice   of  every  thing 
tending  to  alienate    the   minds    of 
the  people   from  the  king  and   hia 
government,   and    to   bring    every 
public  delinquent  to    punifhment  ; 
that  there  never  was  a  more  fjmple, 
plain,  and  obvious  cafe,   than    the 
prefent,  fubmitted  to  a  jury  ;   that 
the  advertifement,  pretendedly  fet- 
ting  forth  a  meeting  of  the  Conlli- 
tutional  Society,  and    their  refolu- 
tion    to    fubferibe     one     hundred 
pounds   towards  the  fupport  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  Ame- 
rican s, 
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ricans,  faid  to  be  barbaroufly  mur-  executed,  and  Mr.  Home  defrayed 

dered  by  the  king's  troops  at  Lex-  the  expence. 

ington  and  Concord,  was  a   mod  This  beingall  the  evidencecalled 

impudent     and     malignant    libel,  in  fupport  of  the  information,  the 

That   in   point   of  compofufbn   it  defendant   rofe,  and   addrefled  the 

was  below  notice  ;  it  contained  no  jury  in  a   fpeech,  which_took  him 

argument,  nor  was   it    founded  on  "P  four  hours  in   delivery,   to  the 


any  rational  plea;  that  he  knew 
no:  the  author,  nor  had  he  ever 
had  fo  great  a  proof  of  his  talents 
and  abilities  as  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  ;  but  that,  if  he  could  at  all 
judge  from  what  he  had  julf.  heard, 
the  defendant  mult  have  purpofely 
drawn  it  up  in  fo  ilupid  and  bal- 
derdafh  a  manner  to  fit  it  to  the 
vile    occafion  it    was    intended   to 


following  purport : 

[Mr.  Home,  when  he  began  his 
fpeech,  produced  a  pile  of  manu- 
fcript:,  written  en  fome  quires  of 
paper,  folded  in  the  form  of  a 
note-book,  which  he  laid  before 
him  ;  and,  after  having  fpoken 
for  about  an  hour,  he  adverted  to 
his  written  text.]  His  exordium 
went  chiefly  upon  a  reply  to  what 


fcrve.  That  it  was  evidently  meant  had  now  fallen  from  the  attorney- 
as  a  defiance  to  the  la  ie  general,  which  he  declared  by  no 
kingdom,  and  a  left  how  far  libel-  means  lull  enough  for  the  occafion  ; 
lers  might  proceed  with  impunity.  ■'■  -.  that  the  learned  gen- 
That  the  author's  ligning  his  name  tleman  had  not  produced  a  tic ; J c  of 
to  it  was  an  impudent  attempt  to  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  charge 
laugh  at  profecution,  for  that  he  made  againft  him  in  the  inform a- 
wasas  infcrutable,  while  he  fkulk-  tioti,  that  he  had  refted  his  argu- 
ed behind  the  bulwark  ct  the  nient  chiefly  upon  ahuling  the  ad- 
printer,  as  an  anonymous  writer  vertifement,  and  that  above  half 
polfibly  could  be.  Thai  the  age  ot  his  fpeech  had  been  merely  an 
teemed  with  libels,  no  perfon  \.  is  euloginm  on  his  own  immaculate 
now    fafe    from   flander  ;   that    he  character.      As    he    had   talked    fo 


was  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
cluck  the  iicenti  ufnefs  of  the  prefs, 
and  therefore  he   h.  I  ie  in- 

formation now  before  the  court. 

The   witneiT. :.    were    then    ex- 
amined.    The  r.rit  was  Wil- 

lofi,  who  proved  the  three  copies 
of  advertifements,  produced  by  the 


much  of  his  honour,  his  confeience, 
and   his    integrity,    he   frould 

.  ow  far  the  ho- 
■  .    the   confeience,  and   tiie  in- 
tegrity of  an   attorney -general  ex- 
d.       He   then    proceeded    to 
trace  the  power  of  that  officer  from 
the  times  of  our  forefathers  shewed 


follicitor  to  the  treafiuv,   to  be  the  wh.it  privileges  he  had  enjnved  in 

hand-writing  of  the  defendant.  different  reigns,  and   went 

H.  S.  Wooifall,   printer  of  the  *ery  long   difcuffion  of  the  nature- 
Public  Adveniler,  proved  that  Mr.  and    consequences   cf  profecuti 
Home  delivered  to  him  one  of  the  and  informations*  fil    . 
copies  produced,  paid  him  for  the  the  attorney-general,   pointing  out 
insertion  of  it  in   his  paper,  and  to  the  jury  both  the  fimple  and  ap- 
commiirioned  him    to  fend    round  plied    meaning    of  the    word 
copies  of  the  fame  to   moft   of  the  officio,   (hewing    that  the    different 
other  paperi,  which  commiflion  he  technical  term;  of  information,  in- 

tment, 
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dictment,  and  declaration,  were 
fynonymous,  and  meant  nothing 
more  than  accufation,  urging  the 
more  equitable  mode  of  proceeding 
by  applying  to  a  grand  jury  by  bill 
of  indictment,  and  contracting  the 
different  benefits  deduced  by  the 
fubject,  under  the  different  modes 
of  procefs,  proving  that  they  could 
acquire  none  when  proceeded  a- 
gainft  on  ex  officio  informations, 
and  inferring  from  the  whole  of 
his  argument  on  this  head  that 
their  origin  was  oppreflion,  and 
their  end  injuftice.  He  afferted, 
that,  armed  with  this  illegal  power, 
an  attorney-general  might  deftroy 
the  liberty,  and  attack  the  proper- 
ty of  any  fubject,  obnoxious,  ei- 
ther tohimfelf,  or  to  the  miniiter, 
whofe  fervant  and  creature  the  at- 
torney-general might  properly  be 
deemed,  as  he  held  his  office  mere- 
ly during  pleafure,  arid  was  liable 
to  difmiffion  whenever  the  miniiter 
was  himfelf  difmiffed,  or  whenever 
the  miniiter  was  difpleafed  with 
him. 

He  complained  of  oppreflion  in 
every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and  par- 
ticularly urged  that  the  itriking  of 
a  fpecial  jury  was  a  mere  farce  j 
that  an  attorney-general  could  try 
by  what  jury  he  pleafcd  ;  and  that 
from  what  he  had  feen  on  his  own 
attendance  at  the  Crown-office,  it 
might  rather  be  faid,  that  his  was 
a  picked  jury  than  one  fairly  and 
promifcuoufly  chofen.  He  in- 
stanced what  had  parted  there,  but 
declared  he  acquitted  the  matter  of 
any  unfair  conduct,  laying  the 
blame  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  folli- 
citor  to  the  treafury,  and  of  the 
officers  of  the  fheriffs,  who  attend- 
ed on  the  occafion. 

He  treated  Lord  Mansfield  fre- 
quently in  a  manner  equally  cava- 
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lier  and  extraordinary,  nor  was  he 
a  whit  more  complaifant  to  the 
jury,  declaring  he  afked  them  for 
no  favour,  that  he  only  defired 
them  to  difcharge  their  confeiences, 
and  do  their  duty  as  honeft  men, 
confidering  fully  the  intention, 
which  was  the  effence  of  all  crimi- 
nality, and  abiding  by  their  own 
feelings,  without  fuffering  them- 
felves  either  to  be  threatened,  or 
wheedled  out  of  their  privileges. 
He  avowed  being  the  author  of  the 
advertifement  in  queltion,  afferted 
it  was  no  libel,  and  affigned  his 
motive  for  publiihing  it,  which 
was  to  oppofe  oppreffion  :  that  he 
had  always  acted  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciples ;  that  he  advertifed,  and 
cauied  to  be  profecuted,  the  mur- 
derers in  St.  George's-fields,  in 
176S,   who  were  alfo  foldiers. 

That  he  had,  in  fact,  as  the  ad- 
vertifement was  worded,  made  no 
charge,  neither  had  he  accufed  the 
king's  troops  of  murder  ;  but  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  take  advantage 
of  a  trifling  fubteriuge  :  he  did  now 
make  the  charge ;  that  he  had  be- 
fore deemed  the  affair  at  Lexington; 
a  murder,  did  then,  and  would  to- 
morrow, call  it  by  no  other  name.- 
He  told  the  jury,  that,  like  certain 
people  mentioned  in  hiftory,  who 
dreffed  up  their  victims  for  flaugh- 
ter,  fo  the  attorney-general  had 
dreffed  him  up  in  the  character  of  a 
wild  beaft,  and  wanted  them  ta 
worry  him ;  that  his  aim  was  ta 
fhut  him  out  from  fociety,  and 
lock  him  up  like  a  mad  dog  ;  but 
that  he  defied  his  malice,  and  fear- 
ed not  the  judges,  as  he  was  well 
aware  they  would  not  venture  to 
punifh  him  as  they  might  with,- 
even  if  the  jury  were  to  deliver  him 
over  to  their  mercy,  but  that  he 
was  prepared  to  meet   more   "     •• 

they 
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they  dared  to  inflift  in  the  prefent 
caufe. 

With  regard  to  the  attorney- 
general's  complaintabout  thequan- 
tity  of  libels  daily  published,  he 
begged  him  to  put  himfelf  in  the 
balance  againft  him,  and  confider 
which  had  been  moft  libelled  ?  For 
his  part,  no  man  had  been  more 
fo  ;  his  picture  had  been  ftuck  up 
in  the  print-ihops,  with  the  words, 
«  The  Atheiil  Farfon,'  fubfcribed 
in  capitals.  He  had  been  made 
the  fubjedt  of  ballads,  and  the 
fingers  had  borne  the  figure  of  a 
fpruce  parfon  in  miniature,  on  a 
liick,  with  a  label,  on  which  was 
written,  '  The  Atheiil  and  Maca- 
roni Parfon.'  His  very  clothes 
had  furniihed  wit  for  the  theatre, 
and  he  had  even  once  been  pre- 
fent, and  i'een  himfelf  burnt  in  ef- 
figy. 

He  offered  fome  few  legal  autho- 
rities, and  quoted  many  parts  of 
the  State  Trials  in  fupport  of  them. 
In  his  attack  on  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, he  ihewed  no  fort  of  refpoct  to 
perfon  or  place  ;  at  one  time  he 
declared  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
be  the  moil  corrupt  body  in  any 
date,  and  faid  they  were  the  mi- 
nifter's  houfe,  who  fat  between  his 
two  brazen  pillars,  the  attorney 
and  follicitor-general,  like  Jachin 
and  Boaz,  to  guard  the  treafury- 
bench. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Home  had  fi- 
nilhed  his  fpeech,  he  defired  the 
crier  to  call  Lord  Germaine  and 
General  Gage;  but  neither  of 
them,  though  fubpeenaed,  attend- 
ed. He  then  defired  the  attorney- 
general  to  be  fworn,  but  the  court 
defired  him  firft  to  Hate  the  queftion 
he. meant  to  afk,  as  the  attorney- 
general  had  a  right  to  demur  to  be- 
ing fworn.     Mr.  Home  then  pro- 
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pofed  fome  queftions  relative  to  the 
origin  of  the  caufe,  and  the  con- 
duct cf  it,  which  Mr.  Attorney 
faid  were  too  impertinent  for  him 
to  anfwer  ;  he  would  not  therefore 
be  fworn. 

Alderman  Oliver  was  then  call- 
ed, and  fworn  as  a  witnefs  for  the 
defendant.  The  alderman  proved 
that  the  advertifement  in  queftion 
was  fo  far  founded  in  faift,  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety was  held,  that  the  fubferip- 
tion  alfo  was  raifed,  and  the  money 
paid  to  Mr.  Home. 

Mr.  Lacy,  clerk  to  Henton  and 
Co.  proved  that  Mr.  Home  paid 
the  money  to  their  fhop  on  Dr. 
Franklin's  account. 

Lieutenant  Gould  was  examined 
refpetting  p.n  affidavit  made  by 
him  about  the  affair  at  Lexington, 
and  published  in  one  of  the  Public 
Advertifers,  produced  by  the  de- 
fendant. He  acknowledged  it  to 
be  his  affidavit,  and  fwore  to  its 
contents,  giving  at  the  fame  time  a 
viva  voce  account  of  the  action. 
V\  hence  it  clearly  appeared,  that 
the  rebels  were  armed  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  king's  troops,  and  that 
the  latter  heard  the  alarm-guns 
firing,  whilft  they  were  on  their 
march. 

The  attorney-general  obferved, 
that  the  defendant,  from  what  he 
had  thrown  out,  feemed  rather  to 
have  wilhed  to  be  ftopped,  in  or- 
der to  have  given  birth  to  a  popu- 
lar tumult,  than  to  have  aimed  ei- 
ther at  difproving  the  charge,  or 
evincing  the  innocence  of  his  own 
intention. 

He  afcribed  its  delay  folely  to  the 
defendant,  and  anfwered  fuch  part 
of  Mr.  Home's  fpeech  as  went  to 
the  fubject  before  the  court ;  aftert- 
ing,that  the  advertifement  charged 

in 
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in  the  information  was  moil  clearly 
a  grofi  and  feditious  libel,  deferv- 
ing  every  epichet  he  had  beftowed 
on  it ;  and  told  the  jury  that,  if 
he  had  failed  in  proof,  the  defend' 
ant  had  fupplied  the  defect,  for 
that  the  whole  of  the  delence  went 
to  an  admiffion  and  aggravation  of 
the  libel.  Before  he  lat  down,  the 
attorney-general  fpoke  to  the  other 
parts  of  Mr.  Home's  fpeech,  which 
he  declared  was  wholly  made  up  of 
the  abufe  of  the  judge,  abufe  of  the 
jury,  abufe  of  himielf,  and  abufe 
of  the  mailer  of  the  Crown-office, 
the  follicitor  of  the  treasury,  and 
even  of  the  lherifPs  officers. 

Lord  Mansfield  remarked,  that, 
of  all  cafes  he  had  ever  known, 
this  lay  in  the  final  left  compafs. 
There  were  but  two  points  for  the 
jury  to  confider ;  the  proof  of  the 
publication,  and  the  proof  of  the 
charge  in  the  information.  The 
difficuhy  of  the  firlt  was  removed, 
for  that  was  fully  admitted  by  the 
defendant  ;  with  regard  to  the  fe- 
cond,  they  would  take  out  the  pa- 
per, read  the  advertifement,  and 
judge  for  them  (elves.  His  lord- 
ihip  lamented  the  prefent  unhappy 
war,  and  enlarged  a  little  on  the 
nature  of  the  charge  made  againft 
the  king's  troops,  in  the  advenile- 
ment:  particularly  explaining  the 
application  of  the  phrafe  '  well- 
beloved.' 

He  faid  the  jury  would  readily 
fee  why  he  palled  over  a  great  deal 
which  had  been  faid  on  the  occa- 
lion,  and  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  faid  ;  but  that  he  could  not 
let  them,  ov  the  audience,  go  away 
without  inabling  them  to  contra- 
dict any  mifreprefentation  refpeot- 
ing  one  point.  His  lordfhip  then 
explained  his  condudi  on  the  trial 
ef  one  of  the  printers,  and,  after 


perfectly  clearing  himfelf  on  that 
head,  fhewed,  by  quoting  the  trial 
of  Lord  Lovat,  when  he  himfelf, 
while  follicitor-general,  acting  as 
counfel  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
replied ,  although  the  prifoner  called 
no  witnefTes,  that  the  cultom  was 
not  new. 

The  jury  at  half  after  four  with- 
drew for  a  lhort  time,  and  return- 
ed, finding  Mr.  Home  Guilty. 


Further  Proceedings  in  the  Safe  of  the 
King  again/?  Home  for  a  Libel, 

N  Wednefday  morning,  No- 
vember 19,  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Home  attended  thecourtof  King's- 
beneh,  agreeable  to  a  notice  iffued 
by  the  attorney- general. 

The  feveral  documents  being 
read  neceffary  to  lubitantiate  the 
chargeagainft  him,  and  thegrounds 
of  his  conviction  being  then  Mated 
to  the  court,  the  attorney-general 
prayed  judgment  in  behalf  of  the 
crown.  Lord  Mansfield  was  about 
to  pronounce  the  fentence,  when 
Mr.  Home  intreated  the  attention 
of  the  court  to  a  matter  which  he 
fhould  urge,  in  arret!  of  judgment. 
He  grounded  his  motion  on  the 
following  arguments  : 

Firft,  That  the  information,  on 
which  he  had  been  tried,  did  not 
fpecifically  charge  him  with  any 
crime.  That  the  whole  of  the 
charge  was  of  a  confirmative  nature. 
But  it  was  an  eftablifhed  maxim  in 
law,  that  indictments  and  informa- 
tions fhould  \o  exprefsly  let  forth 
the  nature  of  the  crime,  as  not  :o 
leave  any  thing  to  the  conitruction 
of  the  court,  Jn  the  prefent  ca-ff, 
Mr.  Home  contended  that  there 
had  not  been  any  thing  averred  in 

the 
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theinformation  which  could  amount 
to  a  crimination ;  he  was  only 
charged  with  having  printed  and 
publifhed,  or  caufed  to  be  printed 
and  publilhed,  a  certain  advertife- 
ment,  which  had  been  deemed  a 
libel.  This  was  the  aft  charged. 
The  guilt,  or  innocence,  of  the 
paper  deemed  a  libel,  depended  on 
conftrudticn.  Not  any  thing  of 
guih  being  charged  in  the  infor- 
mation, the  convi&ion  might  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  a  miltake  of 
the  jury,  which  the  judges,  as 
guardians  of  the  law,  would  rec- 
tify. 

The  attorney-general,  in  repl) , 
confefTed  he  expected  a  very  dif- 
ferent kind  of  argument  would  have 
been  infilled  on  by  the  defendant. 
To  fay  that  not  anv  thing  like  a 
criminal  charge  had  been  averred 
in  the  information  was  furely  to 
be  attributed  to  a  perverfion  of  the 
underltanding.  The  charge  was 
too  obvious  to  be  miftaken.  The 
information  did  not  merely  fet  forth 
that  the  defendant  had  printed  and 
pabliihed  a  paper,  but  that  he  had 
printed  and  publifhed  a  falfe,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  feditious  libel,  which 
fet  forth,  '  that  the  king's  troops, 
employed  by  government,  had 
murdered  our  American  brethren, 
for  no  o:her  reafon  than  becaule 
they  had  been  faithful  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Englilhmen,  in  preferring 
death  to  flavery.'  Of  fuch  an  act 
the  defendant  had  been  found  guil- 
ty. The  information  had  ex- 
prefsly  charged  him  with  it.  The 
crime  had  been  fubltantiated  by  the 
verdict  ot  a  jury.  The  exception 
was  now,  therefore,  improper  in 
point  of  time,  and  frivolous  in 
point  of  weight.  So  frivolous,  that 
the  attorney-general  expected  the 
defendant  would  have  -felted  his 
;Vol-XX.   1777. 


motion  on  a  very  different  ground. 
He  expected  to  have  heard  it  con- 
tended, that  the  libel  was  not  of 
the  nature  which  it  had  been  ftated 
to  be  in  the  information.  That  it 
was  not  falfe.  That  it  was  not 
fcandalous.  That  it  was  not  fedi- 
tious. That  government  had  not 
been  maligned.  Nor  the  king's 
troops  charged  with  having  com- 
mitted murder.  Thole  were  the 
propositions  he  expected.  And 
the  argument  in  fupport  of  them 
he  was  well  prep  ired  to  anfwer. 
Not  any  thing  which  bore  the 
fmalleft  affinity  to  fuch  arguments 
having  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the 
defendant,  the  attorney  general 
repeated  his  prayer  that  the  court 
would  proceed  to  judgment. 

Mr.  Home  in  reply  obferved, 
that,  however  the  expectations  of 
the  attorney  general  might  have 
been  excited,  he  would  anfwer  for 
it  that  his  willies  had  not  kept 
pace  with  them.  Mr.  attorney 
general  might  expert  it  to  be  prov- 
ed that  the  advertifement  was  nei- 
ther falfe,  fcandalous,  nor  fedi- 
tious. But  he  could  not  wilh  for 
fuch  proof.  It  would  intirely  de- 
feat the  delign  of  the  profecution. 
The  attorney  general  had  therefore 
fpared  him  the  trouble  of  advanc- 
ing fuch  arguments  with  effect,  by 
not  chufing  to  combat  them  on  the 
trial.  The  crown  officer  had  a!fo 
been  extremely  obliging  in  another 
refpett.  He  had  not  perplexed  the 
bulinefs  with  cafes  and  precedents. 
Nor  had  he  enlivened  the  dulnefs 
of  the  argument  by  either  his  ora- 
tory or  his  wit.  Both  Mr.  Attor- 
ney general  might  poiTeis.  But  he 
had  not  chofen  to  make  a  difplay 
of  either.  It  was  fo  much  the 
more  for  the  advantage  of  the  de- 
fendant  to  havs  the  caafe  thus  Jim- 
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plified,  and  reduced  to  a  point 
which  common  fenfe  could  eafily 
comprehend.  Happily  there  was  a 
oafe  in  point  fo  applicable  to  that 
of  the  defendant,,  that  merely  to 
read  it  would  ferve  in  the  place  of 
a  laboured  argdment.  It>  was  the 
cafe  of  Lord  Ruffel.  That  noble- 
man   was  charged   with   a   defign 

*  to  feize  the  king's  guards,'  as-  a< 
means  toef&ft  his  purpofe.  The 
opinion  of  Judge  Atkins  on  the' 
cafe  was  this,  '•  that  the  words 
king's  guards'  were  too  loofe  and 
indeterminate.  That  the  law  knew 
not  of  any  Such  perfons.  The  love 
and  good-will  of  Subjects  had  fre- 
quently been  ftyled  -  the  king's 
guards.'  The  judges  had  been 
alfo  called  'guards  of  the  king.' 
To  charge  Lord  Ruffel  with  a  de- 
Jign  to  feize  the  king's  guards, 
without  Specifying  what,  or  whom 
were  meant  by  the  terms,  was  too 
Indefinite  a  Style  of  averment  to  be 
admitted  in  an  indictment. 

Mr.  Home  hinted  the  applica- 
bility of  this  cafe.     Who  were  the 

*  king's  troops,'  alluded  to  in  the 
information  ?  They  had  not  been 
defined.  But,  admitting  that  they 
}iad,  was  it  phyfieally  impoffible 
that  any  of  the  king's  troops  Should 
Commit  murder? 

As  to  the  epithet  of  *  libel,'  fo 
frequently  adopted  by  Mr.  Attor- 
ney general,  What  was  a  libel  ? 
Was*  the  word  technically  deScrip- 
tive  ?  By  the  court  of  King's-Bench 
the  a&  of  *  fending  a  wooden  gun' 
to  a  man  had  been  deemed  a  libel.. 
As  in  the  cafe  of  ThicknefTe,  who 
was  Sentenced  for  '  the  libel  of 
fending  a  wooden  gun  to  Lord 
Orwell.'  The  language  about  li- 
bels was  only  the  jargon  of  uncer- 
tainty. 

4  The  words  '  of/  'concerning,' 
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as  they  ftood  in  the  informatmnv- 
were  Strongly  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Home  on  account  of  their  legal  in- 
formality. The  word  '  concern- 
ing' meant  feeing  together,  and 
was  applicable  to  perfons  who  par- 
ticipated, at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fight  of  a  thing.  In  this,  which 
was  the  only  fenfe  of  the  word,  it 
was  not  applied  in  the  informa- 
tion. And,  if  the  meaning  of  one 
word  might  be  tortured,  that  of 
many  might  be  mifapplied.  A 
charge'  could  only  be  fpecified  by 
the  moll  rigid  attention  to  the 
meaning   of  words. 

Mr.  Home  exprefied  an  hope- 
that  thefe  obfervations  would  have- 
weight  with  the  court.  He  con- 
sidered them- to  be  of  validity.  And 
therefore  it  was-  that  he  had  urged 
them  as  Sufficient  to  render  the  pray- 
er of  the  attorney  general  for  judg- 
ment nugatory. 

Lord  Mansfield  with  the  greateft 
moderation  imaginable  obferved, 
that  even  if  there  were  any  thing: 
indefinite  in  the  terms  -  king's 
troops,'  abstractedly  confidered  > 
yet  the  information  had  Stated  thofe 
troops  to  have  been  employed  by 
government.  This  was  a  fufficient 
Specification.  On  the  other  hand 
there  appeared  weight  in  the  ob- 
jections fufficient  to  induce  the 
court  to  hear  the  matter  argued 
without  prejudice.  There  might 
be  errors  in  the  information.  If 
Such  fhould  be  the  cafe,  the  de- 
fendant was  intituled  to  the  bene- 
fit. The  facts  charged  in  the  Se- 
veral counts-of  the  information  had 
been  clearly  proved.  The  depofi- 
tion  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  a- 
banker  for  Dr.  Franklin  ;  the  hand 
writing  of  the  defendant ;  the  de- 
livery of  the  advertifement  to  the 
printers ;  the  merit  of  the  objec- 
tion* 
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tlon:  urged  by  the  defendant  only 
remained  to  be  confidered. 

Lord  Mansfield  then  propofcd, 
that  Mr.  Home  fhould  be  commit- 
ted, and  brought  up  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Home  then  propofed  this 
queftion  : 

1  Will  your  lord(hips  commit 
me  before  I  am  legally  convicted  V 

The  commitment  was  dropped. 
Mr.  Home  is  to  attend  on  Mon- 
day morning,  when  his  objections 
in  arreft  of  judgment  will  be  ar- 
gued. 

Mr.  Home's  conduct  was  cool, 
fenfible,  and  manly.  His  argu- 
ments were  well  delivered,  and  he 
did  not,  as  upon  his  trial,  ufe  any 
afperity  or  unbecoming  warmth  of 
language. 

Dceifion  of  the  Court  of  King's-  Bench 
in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Home. 

Monday,  November  24,  about 
1 1  in  the  morning,  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  with  the  Judges  Alton, 
Willes,  and  Afliurit,  came  into 
court.  Mr.  Home  entered  at  the 
fame  time,  accompanied  by  his 
attorney,  and  flood  before  the 
bench.  After  a  few  minutes  fpent 
in  clearing  the  court,  Mr.  Solici- 
tor general  and  Mr.  Attorney  ge- 
neral took  their  feats. 

Lord  Mansfield  then,  holding  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  obferved  that 
the  defendant  had  urged  on  Wed- 
nefday  laft,  as  a  plea  of  defence, 
an  affidavit  made  by  a  Captain 
Gould,  relative  to  the  engagements 
between  his  majefty's  troops  and 
the  Americans  at  Lexington  and 
Concord,  which  was  publifhed 
fome  time  ago  in  the  Public  Ad- 
Tertifer,  and  was  intended  in  fome 
•fort    to    give    authority    to     Mr, 
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Home's  advertifement  refpecung 
that  affair,  which  were  the  grounds 
of  the  attorney  general's  profecu- 
tion  ;  and  his  lordlhip,  having 
emitted  it  in  his  notes,  thought 
proper  to  read  it  then  in  court. 

After  reading  the  affidavit,  his 
lordfhip  acquainted  Mr.  Home, 
thar,  having  duly  weighed  the 
merits  of  his  motion  in  arreft  if 
judgment,  and  having  reforted  to 
precedents,  the  court  was  cf  opi- 
nion, •  that  no  certain  form  of  ex- 
prefiion  was  technically  nceeiTary, 
where  the  words  want  no  inuendos 
— Had  even  the  word  Lexington 
been  left  out,  it  would  itill  have 
been  a  libel,  as  the  meaning  of  the 
words  was  felf-evident,  though  the 
place  and  other  circumftances  had 
been  omitted.  As  to  the  objec- 
tions made  by  the  defendent  to  the 
words  «  of  and  concerning  the 
king's  government;'  as  laid  in  the 
information,  they  were  found  to 
have  no  weight.  Thole  words  were 
fo  proper  in  fixing  the  charge, 
that,  in  the  cafe  cf  the  king  againll 
Alderton,  the  information  was 
found  bad,  becaufe  not  laid  in  the 
uords  '  of  and  concerning  the  Juf- 
tices  of  Suffolk.'  An  information1 
in  the  fame  form,  and  of  the  fame 
offence,  had  already  been  found  a 
libel  by  five  juries,  on  the  differ- 
ent profecutions  aga.nft  the  print- 
ers, and  on  which  even  the  de- 
fendant him felf  gave  evidence.  A 
number  of  learned  counfel  had  ap- 
proved of  the  proceedings,  and. 
there  was  not,  in  fad,  a  colour  of 
doubt  with  refpect  to  the  forma- 
lity. It  was  therefore  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  court,  that  the: 
objections  could  not  lie,  and  con- 
fequently  that  the  conviction  wad 
legal. 

Mr.  Attorney  general. — The  de- 
f^J  z  fend 2R$ 
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fendant  has  been  convicted  of  an  ces,    ever  fmce  the    time  of   that 

audacious,   falfe,  and  wicked  libel,  real  patriot  and  great  man,  Chief 

charging  his  majefty's   troops  and  Juftice  Holt ;  and  this  being  a  libel 

government  with  no  lefs  a  crime  againft   the  king's  troops  and  go- 

than  that  of  wilfully  murdering  the  vernment,    is  much    greater     than 

king's  loyal  and  faithful  fubjedls ;  if   it  had    been    againft    an    indi- 

points  directly  to  time,  place,  and  vidual,  for  the  juftice  and  huma- 

aftion,    and,    with    intent   to    try  nity    of    the  kingdom    is    infult 


how  far  he  can  infult  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  his  country,  bold- 
ly ftands  forth  here,  as  he  has  on 
other  occafions,  '  am  not  I  the 
man  that  dares  do  it?'  Such  auda- 


ed.  It  was  my  duty,  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  fo  grofs  an  attempt, 
to  profecute  to  conviftion.  Your 
lordlhips  are  to  judge  between  u,s. 
I  am    not   interefted,  nor    have   I 


cioufnefs  furely  calls  for  the  high-  any  malice  againft  any  man.  _  Per- 

elt   punilhment  that  this  court  in  feftly    fatisfied    with    the   wifdom 

fuch   cafes   can  inflict.     The   de-  and  juftice  of  the  court,  I  leave  the 

fendant   has  thought    it   confident  whole  to  your  lordmip's  difpofal. 
with  his  views  to  prove   that  the         M -.   Home.  —  May    it    pleafe 

king's  troops  were  furrounded  with  y<  or  lordlhips  :  I  hope  I  am  n6t  to 

rebels,    impeded    in    their    opera-  be  reviled  and   laughed  at  for  my 


tions,  the  country  hoftile,  and  in 
arms  ;  and,  as  far  as  their  ftrength 
lay,  endeavouring  to  cut  them  off, 
firing  of  alarm  guns  (the  inten- 
tion of  which  was  well  under- 
ilood)  and  collecting  of  maga 
zines  to  make  head  againft  the 
king's  forces  in  aid  of  the  rebel- 
lion. All  this  the  defendant  has 
moft  induttrioufly  proved  to  'point 


misfortunes.  I  came  here  to-day 
with  a  full  perfuafion  that  I  was  to 
return  again  with  the  fame  liberty, 
I  object,  if  I  am  in  time,  and  now 
move  an  arreft  of  judgment;  for 
no  information  can  be  iupplied  by 
evidence  ;  and  I  thought  Mr.  At- 
torney general  and  I  were  ordered 
to  look  for  precedents  ;  but,  after 
what  I  have  heard  to-day,  I  fhould 


out  and  ftrongly  mark  that  he  was  not   have  faid  a  word,  if  Mr.  At- 

the  man  in  aid  and  fupport  of  that  torney-general's     rancor    was     not 

very  rebellion   meant  to   infult  the  fuch  as  calls  on   me   to  deny  and 

juftice  and  dignity  of  the   mother-  confute   his  fuggeftions. 

country.    Another  part  of  his  proof  To-day   he   has  ftript  me  of  all 

is,  that  contributions  in  fupport  of  common    fenfe,    by    opening    the 

rebellion  were  actually  fet  on  foot  impropriety    and    imprudence    of 

and   carried    into   execution;    the  others  he  would  fuppofe  to  have  ac- 

money    raifed,    and    tranfrnitted,  ted  otherwife. 

and   that   the    defendant    was    the  It  is    not   incumbent  on   me   to 

man    who   dared    commit    fuch    a-  take   notice   of  what   has   dropped 

crime    and  infult.     Never,   furely,  from  the  bench,  but  Mr.  Attorney 

was  a  libel  more  fcandalous,   more  general   has    been    guilty  of  grofs 

malignant,    more    dangerous,    and  mifreprefentation.     I  am   as  little 

as  fuch  will  not  be  fuftered  to  pafs  given    to   audacity    as    he  or   any 

unpunifhed.  other  gentleman  in  this  court.     He 

The  ufual  punifhmenrs  a~e   rine  fays  my  language  and  ftyle  is  low, 

and  imprifenment  for  fuch  ofFen-  and  locking  only  for  the  praife  of 

c  a  mob, 


THE     CHRONICLE. 


[245 


a  mob.  This  is  his  language, 
not  mine.  It  has  been  my  mii- 
fortune  to  have  a  liberal  education  ; 
and  that  mob  has  paid  him  as 
much  tribute  as  they  ha-e  to  me. 
It  is  likewile  my  misfortune  not  to 
be  poor  ;  I  never  faid  I  was.  If 
I  had,  1  mould  here  have  joined 
with  the  attorney  general,  and 
craved  the  lenity  of  the  court;  but 
I  never  did  aflc  a  favour  of  them, 
and  I  hope  never  will. 

It  is  unfortunate,  but  my  notions 
of  humanity  differ  widely  from  Mr. 
Attorney  general';  ;  and  it  cannot 
be  flying  in  the  face  of  juflice  not 
to  (brink  from  her  prel.nce.  I  be- 
lieve I  did  fay,  formerly,  I  even 
dared  any  thing  your  lordlh  ps 
could  pronounce  again  It  me;  and 
I  now  do  ;  for  I  am  confident  your 
lordfhips  dare  not  do  wrong.  There 
are  many  more  things  I  intended 
to  have  troubled  your  l'ircihips 
with,  but  with  the  attorney  gene- 
ral 1  trult  the  whole  in  the  wildom 
of  the  court. 

Mr.  Juttice  Aflon. — John  Home, 
you  ltand  convicted  lor  writing  and 
pub!i;hing  a  very  grofb  libel 
cerriing  the  king *!  troops  an 
vernment  ;  and  i:  appears  to  lis 
court,  and  by  )ct  own  evil.-  ice, 
that  you  glory  io  the  crime.  Y<  u 
very  artfullv  attempted  to  glofs 
over  the  charge,  and  infilled  the 
information  was  not  explici:  and 
full.  No  man  really  can  ake 
it;  moil  feditions  and  fcandalo'us 
in  its  nature,  and  but  tco  indof- 
trioufly  propagated  by  you,  and 
too  well  known  for  me  to  enter 
into  the  contents  of  a  paper,  that 
to  be  read  is  only  to  be  unierllood 
and  abhorred  by  all  good  men  and 
lovers  of  their  country.  The  fen- 
tcr.ee   of  this  court   is,    that  you 


pay    200 1.   fine   to   the   king,  and 
be    impri  the    (pace    o^ 

twelv<  ,  and  afterwards  find 

fureties,  yourfelfin  400I.  and  two 

iureiics     in    2coi.    each,  for   your 
goo  ar  for  three  years. 


Karrati'v:    cf  the    Trial    of  James 
Aitken,  otbertrift  John  the  l\r li- 
ter,   at   Wincheiier    Jjjizcs,  for 
Jilting  fire  to  the  Rcpe  Houje,   in 
yard,  at  i'ort- 
fmoL.h,  Dec,  7,    1776, 

TO  give  the  reader  a  clear 
idea  of  this  Drum's  character, 
it  may  be  neccfiary  to  trace  the 
lleps  which  led  to  hi;  ciifcovery. 

The  fire  which  happened  in 
the  rope  -  honfe  at  Portfinoutftj 
had  paffed  for  an  accident  ;  and 
as  no  fulpicion  had  fallen  upon  any 
one,  no  enquiry  was  maJe  al  it 
till,  on  the  15th  of  [anuary,  .  r. 
[,  one  ot  the  under  clerks  of 
the  di  k  yard,  having  occanon  to 
move  lome  hemp  in  the  hemp- 
houfe,  difcovered  the  machine. 

It  was  then  that  the  whole  dock-, 
yard  was  a. armed.  Some  hiwiJreds 
of  workmen  were  inllantlv  drawn 
together,  and  every  one  looked  at 
his  neighbour,  convinced  thatwhp- 
f,  is  the  contriver  of  that  ma- 
.  and  had  placed  it  there, 
was  the  incendiary. 

This  called  to  mind  everv  mi- 
nute circmnilance  that  had  hap- 
pened, previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  fire  on  the  day  ab  \  ■- 
mentioned,  and  it  occurred  to  one 
that  a  fellow  r.ad  been  locked  into 
the  rope-houfe  the  night  before  ; 
to  another,  that  a  man,  v.  hofe 
name  was  unknown,  had  been  ken. 
IZ]  3  loitering 
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loitering  about  the  yard  on  the 
very  day  ;  and  to  others,  that  he 
was  a  painter,  and  had  worked 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  as  he 
had  never  been  feen  there  after  the 
fire,  a  ftrong  fufpicion  arofe,  that 
he  muft  be  fome  way  or  other  con- 
cerned in  the  mifchief  that  had  al- 
ready been  done,  and  alfo  in  the 
diabolical  defign  which  providen- 
tially had  been  defeated. 

It  were  needlefs  to  take  notice 
of  the  advertifement  that  followed, 
defcribing  the  perfon  of  the  man, 
and  under  the  name  of  John  the 
Painter  offering  him  a  reward  of 
50I.  to  furrender  himfelf  to  ex- 
amination, and  the  fame  reward 
to  any  one  who  fhould  apprehend 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  other  fires 
broke  out,  particularly  at  Briftol, 
which  could  no  otherwife  be  ac- 
counted for  than  by  fuppofing  Ame- 
rican agents  employed  to  fpread 
fire  and  devastation  throughout  the 
kingdom,  wherever  their  malig- 
nant purpofes  could  be  executed 
with  effect:  ;  an  idea  that  favoured 
the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  and 
therefore  was  the  more  eafily  cre- 
dited. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  be- 
fore Sir  John  Fielding  found 
means  to  trace  this  John  the  Pain- 
ter out,  and  fome  time  about  the 
beginning  of  February  he  was  ap- 
prehended at  Odiam,  in  Hants, 
for  a  burglary,  and  brought  to 
town  for  examination. 

The  news  of  his  commitment 
was  foon  fpread  ;  and  it  having 
been  reported  that  he  had  been  in 
America,  and  had  worked  there  as 
a  painter,  Earl  Temple  defired 
one  Baldwin,  a  painter  who  had 
Jikewife  been  in  America,  and  had 
done  bufmefs  there,  to  attend  his 


examination  before  Sir  John  Field- 
ing, to  fee  if  he  could  recollect 
him.  But  Baldwin,  upon  look- 
ing at  the  man,  and  being  afked 
the  queftion,  frankly  declared 
that  he  had  never  before  feen  him 
in  his  life. 

This  open  declaration,  after 
others,  as  he  faid,  had  borne 
falfe  witnefs  againft  him,  preju- 
diced the  prifoner  in  favour  of 
Baldwin,  and  he  expreffed  a  ftrong 
defire  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance 
with  him,  which  Baldwin  did  not 
decline,  being  encouraged  to  vifit 
him  as  often  as  opportunity  offered, 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  bring  him 
to  confeflion.  This  had  the  de- 
fired  effect,  and  brought  the 
whole  fcene  of  iniquity  to  light. 

After  a  regular  attendance  on 
him  for  15  days,  fometimes  once 
a  day,  and  fometimes  twice,  the 
prifoner  at  length  began  to  truft 
him,  and  to  fpeak  openly.  He 
told  him  he  had  been  in  France  ; 
that  he  had  there  feen  Silas  Deane; 
that  Silas  Deane  had  given  him 
fome  money  ;  had  encouraged  him 
to  fet  fire  to  the  dock-yards  at 
Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Woolwich, 
&c.  as  the  bell  means  of  diitref- 
fing  Great-Britain  ;  that  he  had 
promifed  to  reward  him  according 
to  the  fervice  he  fhould  do  to  the 
iimerican  caufe  ;  and  that,  as  an 
earneft  of  what  mould  follow,  he 
had  civen  him  a  recommendation 
to,  and  bills  upon,  a  merchant  in 
London  to  the  amount  of  300 1. 
which,  however,  he  had  found  it 
neceffary  to  burn,  to  prevent  a  dif- 
covery ;  that,  in  confequence  of 
this  encouragement,  he  procured 
a  pafTport  from  the  French  king ; 
which  paffport  he  lamented  that 
he  had  left  at  Portfmouth,  with, 
other  things,  in  a  bundle,     That 

from 
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'from  France  he  came  to  Canter- 
bury, where  he  devifed  the  ma- 
chine which  had  been  found  in  the 
hemp-hcufe,  and  had  it  there  con- 
ftrucied  ;  that  before  he  left  Can- 
terbury he  had  a  quarrel  with  a 
dragoon  ;  and  that  when  he  re- 
moved from  thence  he  directed  his 


as  the  judge  obferved,  in  fumming 
up  the  evidence,  that  from  a  chain 
of  circumftances  attentively  put 
together,  fuch  a  body  of  evidence 
may  be  drawn,  as  would  be  abun- 
dantly ftronger  than  whete  two  or 
three  witnefles  fwea'c  to  a  pofitive 
fad  ;    it  is    no  wonder,  "therefore, 


courfe   to    Portfmouth,    where    he  that  the  jury,  without  going  out  of 

prepared     the    combuftibles     with  court,     pronounced     the     prifoner 

which  he  afterwards  fet  the  place  Guilty  ;   and   he  being  aiked  in 

on    fire;   that  he  difclofed  to  him  the  ufual  form  what  he  had  to  fay, 

(Baldwin)  the  fecret  of  making  the  why  fentence  of  death   mould    not 

compofition,    end    the  manner   of  be  patted  upon  him,  replied  he  bad 

his  applying  it  ;   told  him  the  cir-  nothing  to  Jay. 

cumftance  of  his  being  locked  in  He  had,  indeed,  in  making  his 
the  rope-houfe  _;  of  his  quarrelling  defence,  obferved,  upon  the  evi- 
with  his  landlady,  on  account  of  dence  of  Baldwin,  that  from  his, 
the  interruption  fhe  gave  him  in  the  prifoncr's,  name  being  public- 
his  operations  ;  of  her  forcibly  ly  advertifed,  and  the  kingdom 
turning  him  out  of  her  houfe  ;  of  fearched  for  charges  againft  him, 
his  taking  another  lodging  ;  of  the  it  might  be  eafy  for  Baldwin, 
difficulty  he  had  in  lighting  his  -or  fuch  a  man  as  Baldwin,  pro- 
matches  ;  of  his  purchasing  other  .perly  ir.itrucled,  to  form  fuch  a 
matches  ;  of  his  flight  from  Portf-  ftory,  and  to  bring  fuch  a  number 
mouth  in  a  woman's  cart^  with  of  witneffes  as  he  has  done  to  con- 
many  other  particulars,  all  of  firm  it  ;  neverthclcfs,  faid  he, 
which  were  confirmed  on  his  trial  *'  Be  it  a  falfe  accufation  brought 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  perfons,  againft  me,  or  a  betraying  of  uuft 
reflectively,  who  were  any  ways  through  the  treachery  of  the  .man's 
employed  by  him,  or  with  whom  heart,  I  fhould  like  that  your  lord- 
he  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  bufi-  fliip  would  take  it  into  confidera- 
•nefs.  The  boy  who  made  the  can-  tion,  whether  fuch  a  perfon  has  a 
•nilter,  the  dragoon  with  whom  he  right,  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
quarrelled  at  Canterbury,  the  wo-  according  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
man  at  whofe  houfe  he  lodged  at  -dom,  to  give  evidence  againft  me  ; 
Portfmouth,  the  masi  who  let  or,  if  he  has,  whether  fuch  evi- 
him  out  of  the  rope-houfe,  the  dence  ought  to  be  regarded."  He 
perfons  who  Caw  him  in  the  obferved,  likewife,  on  the  witnef- 
dock-yard,  the  woman  who  fold  fes  from  Canterbury,  that  one  fays 
him  the  matches,  the  woman  he  was  there  about  fix  w^eks  be- 
who  took  him  up  in  her  cart  fore  Chriihnas  ;  another  fays  6  or 
in  his  flight  from  Portfmouth,  7  weeks  ;  another  between  Mi- 
and  laft  of  all  the  bundle  in  chaelmas  and  Chriitmas;  another, 
which  was  his  paflport  from  before  or  after  the  20th  of  No- 
France,  with  the  identical  articles  vember;  yet  his  paflport  is  dated 
in  it,  which  he  had  fpecifically  at  Fontainbleau  the  13th  of  No- 
mentioned  to  Baldwin  ;  all  thefe  vember,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
were  produced   againft  him,  and,  there  and  at  Canterbury  at  the  fame 
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time.  He  was  afked  if  he  refted 
his  defence  on  thofe  obfervations, 
or  if  he  chofe  to  call  any  witneffes. 
His  anfwer  was,  For  what  end  ? 
till  fomething  is  proved  againft  me 
I  intend  no  defence  in  the  world.  I 
am  ready  to  live  and  die  according 
to  juftice. 

When  the  judge,  in  pronouncing 
fentence  againft  him,  faid,  "  You 
cannot  be  furprized  that  the  law 
has  thought  fit  to  punifh  fuch  a 
crime  with  death  ;  you  can  as  lit- 
tle be  furprized  if  after  you  have 
been  convicted  upon  the  cleareft 
evidence  of  this  offence,  I  can  give 
you  no  hope  of  pardon  ;"  he  faid, 
1  do  not  look  for  any,  my  lord.  And 
when  in  conclufion,  his  lord- 
fhip  added,  "  I  have  only  now 
to  pronounce  the  painful  fentence 
of  the  law,"  the  prifoner  faid 
*'j6yf«!.'' 

He  was  carried  from  Winchef- 
ter  gaol  on  the  ioth  of  March,  to 
Portfmouth  dock-gate,  where,  be- 
fore he  was  turned  off,  he  faid,  I 
acknowledge  the  juftnefs  of  my 
fentence,  and  hope  for  forgive- 
nefs,  as  I  forgive  all  the  world  ;  I 
wiih  fuccefs  to  his  majefty,  King 
George,  and  his  family,  and  all 
bis  loyal  fubjecls ;  and  I  hope  for 
forgivenefs  for  all  the  tranfa&ions 
I  have  been  guilty  of. 

He  recommended  Uriel:  vigilance 
at  the  dock-yards  of  Chatham, 
Woolwich,  Deptford,  Portfmouth, 
and  Plymouth  ;  becaufe,  he  faid, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  any  deter- 
mined refolute  man  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mifchief. 

After  hanging  the  ufual  time 
npon  a  gallows  60  fee?  high,  he 
was  cut  do>vn,  and  immediately 
hung  in  chains. 

Before  he  was  taken  from  Win- 
chelter,  he  made  a  voluntary  con- 
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fefGon,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
his  real  name  was  James  Aitken  ; 
that  he  was  born  at  Edinburgh, 
September  28,  1752;  that  his  fa- 
ther was  a  blackfmith,  and  he  be- 
lieves his  mother  is  now  living  ; 
that  he  ferved  an  apprenticelhip 
to  a  painter ;  that  curiofity  led  him 
to  Virginia  at  the  age  of  21  ;  that 
he  left  America  in  March  1775  ; 
in  October  he  inlilted  in  the  3 2d 
regiment  at  Gravefend,  under 
the  name  of  James  Bofwell,  but 
foon  deferted  ;  in  November  he 
inlifted  at  Chard,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
in  the  13th  regiment,  and  foon  af- 
ter deferted.  He  never  was  in  the 
45th  regiment,  neither  did  he  go 
to  America  in  any  regiment,  as 
fwern  againft  him  by  Baldwin  ;  nor 
did  he  tell  any  one,  that  one 
Brooks,  a  prifoner  in  Newgate, 
would  be  hanged,  or  that  he  ever 
knew  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brooks. 
That  he  never  faid  he  had  recom- 
mendations to  any  merchant  in 
London,  or  that  he  burnt  bills  to 
the  amount  of  300I.  He  burnt  his 
indentures,  he  faid,  when  he  lilted 
for  a  foldier,  to  conceal  his  real 
name. 

At  Birmingham  and  Warrington 
he  followed  the  trade  of  a  painter  ; 
as  he  did  likewife  at  Titchfield, 
in  Hants,  where  he  conceived  the 
firft  idea  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock  yards.  That  he  went  to 
France,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  who  told  him,  when  the 
work  was  done,  he  fhuuld  be  re- 
warded. That,  on  his  return  to 
England,  and  after  fetting  fire  to 
the  rcpe-yard  at  Portfmouth,  he 
went  to  London,  and  waited  on 
Dr.  Bencraft,  to  whom  he  had  a 
verbal  recommendation  from  Mr. 
Deane;  but  that  the  doctor  gave 
him  no  countenance.  That  he  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  wrote  to  him,  and  the 
day  followifjg  met  him  at  the  Sa- 
lopian coffee-houfe,  ard  told  him 
he  would  do  all  the  prejudice  he 
could  to  this  kingdom  ;  but  the 
doctor  not  approving  ot  his  con- 
duct, he  took  his  leave,  hoping 
that  the  doctor  would  not  inform 
againlt  him,  to  which  the  doctor 
/aid,  he  did  not  like  to  inform  again/1 
any  man. 

That  from  London  he  went  to 
High  Wickham,  where  he  broke 
open  a  houfe  :  from  thence  to 
Oxford  and  Abingdon,  at  which 
lall  place  he  attempted  to  break 
into  fome  filverfmiths  fhops,  but 
without  effect.  At  Fairford,  he 
broke  into  a  houfe,  and  took  a 
watch  and  fome  money.  At  Ply- 
mouth, he  twice  attempted  to  let 
fire  to  the  dock-yard,  and  tuicc 
re;. cud  ihc  top  o(  the  wall  for  that 
purpofe  ;  hut  the  watchmen  being 
'i  hearing,  hi  deiifted.  lie 
then  went  to  Briftol,  and  in  his 
way  attempted  to  break  into  a 
houfe  at  1  unton.  At  Briftol  he 
attempted  to  let  fire  to  the  (hip- 
ping in  the  harbour,  and  after- 
wards let  fire  to  a  warehoufe  in 
Quay-lane.  He  then  left  the  town, 
ana  broke  open  Mr.  Lowe's  houfe 
at  Caine.  That  he  commuted  or 
atv  pud  to  commit  feveral  other 
robberies  ;  particularly  one  at  Nor- 
wich, where  he  Hole  two  filver  ta- 
ble-fpoons  a».d  a  pair  of  filver 
buckles.  He  alfo  committed  a 
robbery  on  tr.e  highway  between 
Pcr.fmouth  an  Petersfield.  By  all 
which  arociou'*  villainies,  con- 
ceived and  committed  without  any 
initigatoi  or  accomplice,  o:her 
than  the  prom;*e  from  Mr.  Dc-  e, 
he  appears  to  have  been  a  n  oft 
abandoned  mitcreant,  capable  «  f 
the  molt  enormous  crimes,  and  of 
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fufTering  without  remene  the  mcll 
rigorous  puiuihments. 


Summary  of  the  lt#W  Afl  for  grant- 
ing his  Majefly  a  Duty  upon  all 
Servants  retained  or  employed  in 
the  Jeitral  Capacities  therein  men- 
tioned. 

FTF,  R  a  flicrt  preamble,  the 
ftatute  enacts  :  1  hat,  fr  m 
and  alter  the  fifth  da/  of  July, 
1  ,  there  (hall  be  raifed  unto 
his  majellv,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  after  the  rate  of  twenty-one 
lhillings  per  annum  for  every  male 
fervant,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Urc:it  Britain,  who  (hall  then  iiave 
been,  or  lhail  afterwards  be,  re- 
tained or  employed  in  the  follow- 
ing capacities ;  (that  is  to  fay)  of 
maitre  d  hotel,  hoofe-fleward,  n. af- 
ter of  the  horle,  groom  of  che 
chamber,  valet  de  rhambre,  but- 
ler, under  butler,  lIcj  k  of  the  kit- 
chen, confectioner,  cook,  hoi  fe- 
porter,  footman,  running-footman, 
coachman,  groom,  polhllion,  lia- 
ble-boy, and  the  reip  clive  help- 
ers in  the  (tables  of  iach  coach- 
man, groom,  or  pott.llion,  or  in 
the  capacity  of  gardener  (not  be- 
ing a  day-labojrei )  park-keeper, 
game-keepe  ,  luntfman,  whipper- 
in,  whether  luch  tfiale  Icrvants 
fhall  have  been,  or  fliall  be,  re- 
tained in  one  or  more  of  the  faid 
capacities,  or  in  any  other  bunnefs 
jointly  with  one  or  more  of  the  laid 
capacities  of  a  fervant;  that  every 
luch  mailer  or  mtilrefs  ihall  be 
charged  fit  een  fhiliings  for  every 
fuch  fervant  lo  retained  or  em- 
ployed within  fhe  time  which  fhall 
elapfe  betwe  he  fifth  day  of 
July,  1777,  an  the  25th  of  March, 
J 7 7 8  ;  and  every  luch  matter  or 
miftrefi 
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of  fuch   apprentices,    fo   impofed 
upon  any  mafter  or  miftrefs,  does 
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miftrefs  fhall  be  charged  the  fum 
of  21  millings  for  every  fuch  fervant 
which  fhall  be  fo  retained  within 
every  fubfequent  year,  ending  on 
the  25th  day  of  March  ;  and  the 
feveral  fums  herein  before  mention- 
ed fhall  be  paid  in  every  year, 
within  fix  months  fubfequent  to  the 
25th  day  of  March. 

Provided  always,  That  this  act 
mall  not  extend  to  any  fervant  who 
fhall  be  employed,  bona  fide,  for 
the  purpofes  of  hufbandry  or  ma- 
nufactures, or  of  any  trade  or  call- 
ing by  which  the  mafter  or  miftrefs 
of  fuch  fervant  earn  a  livelihood 
or  profit. 

Provided  alfo,  That  the  duty 
hereby  granted  for  every  coach- 
man, groom,  poftillion,  or  helper, 
let  out  to  hire  by  way  of  jobb,  mall 
be  paid  by  the  mafter  or  miftrefs 
for  whofe  ufe,  and  in  whofe  fer- 
vice,  fuch  coachman,  groom,  poftil- 
lion, or  helper,  fhall  be  employ- 
ed refpedtively  ;  and  that  the  duty 
granted  for  every  gardener,  em- 
ployed by  any  perfon  who  fhall 
contract  for  the  keeping  of  any 
garden  or  gardens,  fhall  be  paid 
£?y  the  perion  for  whofe  ufe,  and 
in  whole  garden,  fuch  gardener 
fhall  be  employed. 

Provided  alfo,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  fhall  extend  to 
exempt  any  perfon  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  impofed  by  this 
act,  in  refpect  of  any  fervant  em- 
ployed in  any  of  the  capacities 
aforefaid,  on  account  that  fuch 
fervant  is  or  fliall  be  bound  as  an 
apprentice  to  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons ;  fave  and  except  fuch  appren- 
tices as  are  or  fhall  be  impofed 
upon  any  mafter  or  miftrefs,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  ma- 
giftrates,  and  pari fh- officers,  by  any 
f  n;>:liament,  fo  as  the  number 


not  exceed  two. 

Provided  alfo,  That  this  act 
fhall  not  extend  to  charge  with  the 
duty  hereby  granted  the  butler  or 
butlers,  manciple,  cook  or  cooks, 
gardener  or  gardeners,  porter  or 
porters,  of  any  college  or  hall 
within  either  of  the  Univerfities  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  ;  or  the  Uni- 
verfities of  Edinburgh,  Glafgow, 
Aberdeen,  or  St.  Andrew's,  in 
Scotland  ;  or  of  the  feveral  colleges 
of  Weftminfter,  Eton,  or  Winchef- 
ter  ;  or  to  the  fervants  of  his  ma- 
jelly  or  any  of  the  royal  family  ;  or 
of  any  ambaffador  or  foreign  mi- 
nifter  refiding  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enac- 
ted, That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained fhall  extend  to  charge  with 
the  duty  hereby  granted  any  of  the 
royal  hofpitals  of  Chrift,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, Bridewell,  Bethlehem, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  city  of  London 
and  borough  of  South wark  ;  or 
Guy's,  or  the  Foundling  hofpital. 
The  duties  to  be  collected  by  fuch 
perfons,  and  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer, under  fuch  penalties,  &c.  as 
are  appointed  for  the  duties  on 
houfes  and  windows  by  two  acts  of 
20  Geo.  II. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  before  - 
mentioned  acts  fhall  alfo  put  this 
act  in  execution,  and  fhall  appoint 
affeffors. 

Affeffors  to  give  notice  in  writ- 
ing to  mafters,  &c.  to  produce  lifts 
of  their  fervants  employed  within 
their  diftri&s,  &c. 

The  commiffioners,  on  applica- 
tion, to  grant  relief  to  perfons  who 
have  been  affeffed  in  different  places 
for   the  fame  fervants. 

The  mafters  to  be  doubly  rated 

fo* 
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for  thofe  fervants  they  omit  in  their 
lifts. 

Ore  half  of  which  furcharge  to 
be  allowed  the  afleffor  or  furveyor 
making  the  fame. 

Surveyors  or  afleflbrs  not  to  en- 
ter any  dwelling-houfe,  Sec.  to  ex- 
amine the  number  of  fervants. 

Pcrfons  over  rated  may  appeal 
to  the  commiffioners  for  redreis ; 
and,  if  then  diflatisfied,  may  ap- 
peal to  the  court  of  King's-bench. 


AbjlraB  of  the  Ad  of  the  lajl  Sefion 
of  Parliament,  for  refraining  the 
Negotiation  of  Bills  of  Exchange, 
Promiffory  Notes,   CSc. 

THE  Aft  i7  Geo.  III.  c.  30, 
recites,  that  by  an  aft  of 
the  15th  of  this  prefent  reign,  all 
negotiable  promiffory  notes,  &c. 
iffued  after  the  24th  of  June  1775, 
for  lefs  than  20s.  were  made  void; 
and  that  all  fuch  notes  ifiued  be- 
fore that  time,  were  then  made 
payable  on  demand.  It  adds, 
*'  that  the  faid  aft  had  been  at- 
tended with  very  falutary  effects  ; 
and  fuppofes,  that  if  the  provilions 
therein  contained  were  extended  to 
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a  further  fum  ("  but  yet  without 
prejudice  to  the  convenience  arifing 
to  the  public  from  the  negotiation 
of  promifTory  notes,  &c.  for  the 
remittance  of  money  in  difcharge 
of  any  balance  of  account")  the 
good  purpofe  of  the  faid  aft  would 
be  further  advanced.  The  legi- 
flature  therefore  have  continued  the 
prohibition  of  notes,  &c.  for  any 
leis  fum  than  20s.  and  enafted, 
that  from  and  after  the  24th  of 
June  1777,  till  the  ift  day  of 
January  1778,  all  notes  for  any  fum 
between  one  and  live  pounds,  fha'.I 
be  liable  to  payment  on  demand, 
whatever  be  the  conditions  contain- 
ed in  the  faid  notes,  &c.  Italfo 
enafts,  that  from  and  after  the  firft 
day  of  January  177S,  all  negotia- 
ble promiflbry  notes,  8ct.  for  20s. 
and  lefs  than  five  pounds,  fhall  be 
made  payable  at  21  days  after  date; 
and  each  indorfement  thereon  fhall 
fpecify  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  perfon  to  whofe  order 
the  money  is  to  be  paid  ;  and  that" 
the  figning  of  every  fuch  note,  Sec. 
or  any  indorfement  on  it,  fhall  be 
attefted  by  one  fubferibing  witnefs 
at  the  leaft." 


The  following  are  the.  Forms  of  Promijfory  Notes  and  Draughts,  and  cf  the 
Indorfement  s,  taken  from  the  Schedule,  annexed  to  the  Ad. 

SCHEDULE,      N°.  I. 

—  [Place]-     —  [Day]—     —[Month]—     —[Tear]— 
rTWenty-one    days    after    date,    I    promife    to    pay    to    A.    B.     of 
—  [Place]—  or  his  order,   the  fum  of  — [Sum] —  for  value  receiv- 
ed by  C.  D.  '*' 
Witnefs,    E.  F. 

3uiD  tl;c  ^H&Otfeineitt,  toties  quoties. 

—  [Day]—  of  —  [Month]—     -.[Year]  — 
Pay  the  contents  to 

G.  H,  of  —  [Place]—    or  his  order. 

A.  B. 
WltRefi,   7.  K. 

N°.  II. 
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n°.  ir. 

—  {Place']—     —[Day]—     —[Month]—     -[Tear]  — 
'J'Wenty  one   days    after  date,  pay   to   A.  B.  of  —[Place]  —  or   hie 
ordt:,  the  fum  of  —[Sum]—  value  received,  as  advifed  by 

C.  D. 

ToE.  F.  of  —[Place]  — 

Wifnefs,    G.  H. 

%Xib  t\)C  3iKD0rfcment,  toties  quoties. 

—  [Day]—     —[Month]—     —  [Tear]  — 
Pay  the  contents  to 

J.  K.  of  — [Place] —  or  his  order. 
Witnefs,   L.  M.  ^  £ 


Short  Account  of  the  Proceedinti  at 
Madrafs,  and  of  the  Controvert 
refpeiling  Tanjour. 

HEN    the  Mu/Telm-n   had 
over-run    Hindoftan,     and 
had  ertabliihed   the  vaft    empire  of 
the  Mogul,  it  became  neceffary  for 
the  carrying  on  fo  extenfive  a  go- 
vernment,   to    fubdivide    it;    and 
large  diftritts  and   provinces   were 
alloted  to  temporary  governors  ap- 
pointed  during   pleafure,   to  over- 
awe the  natural  princes  of  the  coun- 
try, and  colled  from  them  the  fti- 
pulated  tribute  for  the  Mogul.     It 
ofen    happened,    that    thefe   tem- 
porary governors  revolted,  and  ap- 
propriated to  their  own  ufe  the  tri- 
butes  which    were  to  have   paffed 
through  their  hands.     In  vain  were 
others  fent  to   relieve  them,   unlefs 
fuch,    perfons     were    rich    enough 
themfelves  to  raife  armies,  or  were 
fupplied  from  court  with  force  fuf- 
/icient  to  dif.dace   their  predecef- 
fors.     Thus   it  was   that   Ancover 
de  Cawn  (father  to  the  prefent  Ma- 
hoaimed  Alii  Cawn)  was  appoint- 
ed Nabob   of  Arcot;   but   Chauda 
Sail  being  in    polTe/Tion,    and  fup- 
ported  by  M.  Dupleix,  Governor 


of  Pondicherry,  feveral  battles  were 
foughr,  in  which  Ancover  de  Cawn 
was  worded.  He  implored  the  aid 
of  the  then  Governor  of  Madrafs, 
and  received  fome  ineffe&ual  af- 
fiitance  ;  but  was  at  length  killed 
in  battle. 

Matters  were  in  this  ftate  when 
the    war    between    England    and 
France    broke    out ;    the    French 
were  triumphant  in  the  beginning, 
and    carried    every     thing    before 
them  :   they  took  Fort  St.  David's, 
and  befieged    the   Englifh  in  their 
lad    hold,    Madrafs.     There  A1II 
Cawn,  who  then  claimed  the  Na- 
bobfhip,    had   taken    fhelter,    but, 
dreading   the   worfr,  had    fen:   hi« 
wife    and  children    in   an   Englifh 
fhip   to   the    Dutch    fettlement    of 
Negopatnam.       Lord    Piget    gal- 
lantly defended  the  place,  and  raif- 
ed   the    fiege.       This   revived   the 
Nabob's  almoftextinguifhed  hopes. 
Reinforcements     were     fent    from 
England,    and    Gen.    Coote   took 
the  held,  joined  by  the  Nabob  with 
a   body  of  Maratta    cavalry,    and 
another  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour. 
Gen.  Coote  was  every  where  victo- 
rious ;    the  Nabob's  intereft  grew 
ftrong  in  the  country  j  and,  by  an 

article 
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article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  he 
was  confirmed  in  his  dominions. 
The  alliance  between  the  Englilh 
and  the  Nabob  was  equally  uicrul 
to  both  parties  ;  it  iecur^d  to  him 
his  dominions,  ar.il  gave  to  them 
the  balance  of  power,  able  to  turn 
the  fcale  either  way:  they  v%ere 
equally  refpectcd  by  the  Gentoos 
and  Muors.  To  this  happy  flare 
Lord  Pigot,  by  his  wife  n.anage- 
ment,  had  brought  the  company's 
arfjirs  on  the  coait,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Europe,  where  he  was 
rewarded  *ich  tlu-fe  honours  he  fo 
juftly  merited.  The  Nabob,  hav- 
ing thus  overcome  his  difficulties, 
and  feeling  himfelf  hrmly  tftabliih- 
ed  in  his  dominions,  began  to 
change  his  Mile  ;  and,  having  form- 
ed a  large  well-regulated  army, 
and  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
direction  of  European  officers,  raif- 
ed  an  alarm  in  England,  efpv 
as  he  began  to  manifefl  the  defign 
of  fetting  afide  his  eldeft  fon,  who 
is  particularly  attached  to  the  En- 
glilh, appointing  his  fecond  fon 
captain-general  and  pay  mailer  of 
all  his  force?,  and  allotting  him 
the  government  of  Tanjour  ;  a  li- 
tuation  of  the  utmoll  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  France,  or  any 
diviiion  of  interefl  in  the  Carna- 
tic. 

To  prevent  the  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings.  Lord  Pigot,  as 
having  raifed  the  Nabob  tj  what 
he  is,  v.as  Tent  out  to  check  his 
views,  and  reftore  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjour. 

His  Iordihip's  orders  were  ru- 
moured in  India  long  before  his 
arrival  ;  and  the  Nabob  publicly 
declared,  that  what  he  paid  for 
could  not  with  any  juflice  be  taken 
from  him.  But,  to  ward  againft 
the  worrt,  he  lent  over  agents  and 
money,  to  purwhale  a   revocation 


of  fuch  orders,  if  any  fuch  were 
fent.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  London 
papers  have  been  hl!ed  wuh  com- 
plaints again  It  Lora  Pigot,  and 
the  company's  fervatits.  We  are 
told,  that  the  Nab^b  has  always 
been  our  ally,  firm  in  our  caufe, 
and  that  we  have  extorted  vaftlums 
of  money  from  him.  The  facl  is, 
that  we  have  proved  a  conftant 
fupport  to  him,  and  have,  ihrOBgh, 
hi;  artifices  and  bribes,  given  fo 
en'irely  into  his  mealu.-es,  that  we 
have  provoked  the  Gentoos,  leflen- 
ed  nur  own  confequence,  and  almoft 
rendered  him  independent.  He 
has  tempted  the  company's  fervants 
beyond  a  poiUbilicy  of  withiland- 
ing,  in  order  to  extend  his  do- 
minion over  the  natural  princes  of 
the  country  ;  but  he  has  lo  artfuily 
!y  befbmed  his  gifts, 
that  he  has  acquired  a  princely 
ard  encreafir.g  revenue,  exclufive 
of  the  lovereignty  of  the  country, 
at  lcfs  than  two  years  purchale. 
Thefe  notorious  attempts  upon  the 
integrity  of  its  fervants,  the  fla- 
grant injullice  done  to  the  Ra- 
jan  of  Tanjour,  the  artful  and 
ambitious  fpirit  of  the  Nabob, 
called  upon  the  company  at  home 
to  -  ppofe  to  it  fonie  fpeedy  and 
.al  reliraint<-  They  law  the 
a;  well  as  juflice  offupport- 
ing  the  Rajah  of  Tar.jjur,  and  of 
taking  fome  pains  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  Gentoos,  at  the  head 
of  w  horn  are  the  Marattas,  a  pow- 
erful and  warlike  people.  Should 
a  French  war  take  place,  it  wa;  not 
thought  improbable  but  that  the 
enemy  might  addrefs  themfelv.es  to 
them,  and  take  up  the  caule  of  the 
Gentoos  in  general. 

Therefore,  it  feems  clear,  that 
upon  this  view  of  the  cafe,  the  orders 
given  to  Lord  Pigot  were  jult  and 
wile. 

Some 
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Some  weeks  after  his  lordfhip's 
arrival  at  Madrafs,  he  communi- 
cated to  the  Nabob  the  orders  of 
the  company  for  the  reftoration  of 
Tanjour,  which  he  had  taken  fome 
time  before  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  company's  forces,  having  de- 
pofed  the  old  Rajah.  The  Nabob 
infilled  upon  what  he  called  bis 
right  to  Tanjour,  by  the  laws  of 
India,  and  by  treaties  with  the 
company.  His  reprefentations  had 
no  effect.  His  lordfhip  confidered 
himfelf  as  commiflioned  to  reftore 
the  Rajah,  and  accordingly  he 
went  to  Tanjour  the  beginning  of 
April,   1776. 

Upon  his  return  to  Fort  St. 
George,  the  majority  of  the  coun- 
cil difapproved  of  his  proceedings 
at  Tanjour.  They  reprefented  to 
his  lordfhip,  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  be  entirely  repugnant,  to  the 
intereft  of  the  company  ;  that  the 
directors,  being  at  a  great  diftance, 
could  not  be  fo  able  to  judge  as  the 
council  who  were  on  the  fpot ; 
that,  fince  the  lart  difpatches  to 
England,  there  had  been  many  re- 
volutions;  and,  from  the  then  ap- 
pearance of  things,  they  did  not 
fuppofe  it  wouid  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company  to  reftore  the  King 
of  Tanjour  to  the  throne  :  but  the 
plain  truth  was,  feven  of  the  coun- 
cil had  lent  large  fums  of  money 
on  their  own  account,  for  which, 
it  is  faid,  Tanjour  was  pledged  to 
them  as  a  fecurity  ;  they  knew, 
therefore,  that,  if  Tanjour  was 
reftored  to  its  former  king,  they 
Ihould  lofe  that  fecurity  ;  and  they 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
known  cunning  of  the  Nabob,  that 
the  money  borrowed  would  be  in 
the  fame  predicament. 

Lord  Pigot,  finding  how  mat- 
ters ftood,  and  that  icYen  to  four 


of  the  members  of  the  council 
were  againft  him,  had  recourfe  to 
ftratagem  to  obtain  a  majority. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  council  in  the 
abfence  of  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  company's 
forces,  his  lordfhip  told  Meflrs. 
Stratton  and  Brooke,  two  of  his 
moll  violent  opponents,  that,  hav- 
ing fomething  to  propofe  with  re- 
fpedl  to  them,  he  thought  that  in 
decency  they  fhould  withdraw. 
Upon  quitting  the  council-cham- 
ber, he  moved  for  fufpending  them., 
and  carried  the  morion  by  bis  o-jon 
calling  vote  :  at  the  fame  time  or- 
ders were  iffued  for  putting  Sir  Ro- 
bert Tletcher  under  arreft.  But 
the  members  in  oppofition  having 
afterwards  met  the  members  under 
fufpenfion,  they  privately  com- 
bined together,  and,  with  the  af- 
firmance of  the  military,  determin- 
ed to  remove  his  lordfhip  from  the 
government. 

Lord  Pigot,  apprehenfive  of  a 
mutiny,  flept  in  the  fort  that  night; 
Col.  Steuart  invited  himfelf  to 
breakfaft  with  his  lordfhip  the  next 
morning,  then  to  dinner,  and  to 
fup  with  him  at  his  country  houfe 
in  the  evening,  which  his  lordfhip 
agreed  to  ;  this  was  the  point  Col. 
Steuart  wanted  to  gain,  as  he  could 
not,  without  being  liable  to  be 
tried  for  mutiny,  arreft  him  in  the 
garrifon,  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
an  order  all  that  day  in  his  pocket. 
Col.  Steuart  went  with  his  lordfhip 
in  his  carriage,  which  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  half  a  mile  from  Madras, 
before  Col.  Edington  rode  up  and 
waved  his  drawn  fword  over  the 
horfes  heads,  calling  out,  Sepoys  \ 
— When  Capt.  Lyfaught,  with  a 
party,  advanced  to  the  door  of  the 
chai'fe  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand, 
and  told  Lord  Pigot  he  was  his  pri- 
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foner  ;     upon     this,  Col.    Steuart 
op...     J    the   door,    took  his  lord- 
fhip  by  the  arm,  and  bid  him  '  get 
out.'     He  was  then  conveyed  to  a 
carriage,  which  flood  by  the  road 
fide,  in    which  he   was  carried  to 
the  mount,  and  delivered  into  the 
cuftody  of  Major  Home,  the  com- 
manding officer  on  duty  there,  with 
a  declaration,   that  if  a  refcue  was 
attempted  his  lordfhip's  life  mould 
anfwer  it.     Col.  Steuart  rode  back 
to  the  fort  that  evening,  and   pro- 
claimed   Mr.  Stratton,    governor. 
The  next  day  the  new  government 
fent  to  Meffrs.  Ruffell,  Dalrymple, 
and  Stone,  declaring,  that  as  they 
%vere   too  much  attached   to   Lord 
Pigot  to  be  trufted,  they  were  fuf- 
pended,  and  a  few  days  after,  they 
fent    a    fimilar    meflage    to    Mr. 
Latham,  who  had  only  been  pre- 
fent  at  one  council.     Col.  Eding- 
ton  was  fhortly  after  fent,    at  mid- 
night, to  remove  Lord  Pigot  fur- 
ther up  the  country,  but  whither, 
it  was  kept  a  profound  fecret ;  on 
his   being  introduced,  his  lordihip 
declared  he  would  not  be  removed 
alive,  except    to  his    fort,    or   on 
board  one  of  his   majefty's  fhips. 
•—A  report  was  circulated,  and  fup- 
ported  by  affidavit,  of  an  attempt 
of  the  Nabob's  fecond  fon  to  pro- 
cure Lord  Pigot's  affaffinatien  ;  and 
from  the  character  of  the  Nabob's 
fon,  and  the  declaration  made  at 
the    time   of   his   lordfhip's  com- 
mitment, this  report  gains  univerfal 
credit. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  the 
whole,  that  his  lordfhip's  conduft 
has  not  been  altogether  unexcep- 
tionable. In  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Clavering,  at  Calcutta,  to  Col. 
Stuart,  at  Madrafs,  the  general  ex- 
prefTes  his  joy  at  the  colonel's  fuc- 
cefs  is  placing  the  majority  of  the 


council  in  the  government;  consi- 
ders the  confequences  or  Lord 
Pigot's  ufurpation  of  the  government, 
as  leading  inevitably  to  a  war  in 
the  Carnatic  ;  and  afcribes  the  ad- 
vantages arifing  to  the  company 
from  the  prefervation  of  fo  faith- 
ful an  illy  aa  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
chiefly  to  the  colonel's  fpirit  and 
magnanimity.  The  general  at  the 
fame  time  afTures  the  council  of 
Madrafs  of  the  firm  fupport  of  the 
board  at  Bengal. 

To  the  fame  effedt,  likewife, 
Mr.  Haiti ngs  writes  to  Mr.  Strat- 
ton, from  Fort  St.  George.  He 
approves  and  applauds  the  meafure 
of  wrefting  from  the  hands  of 
Lord  Pigot  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment;  afTures  him,  that  the  reco- 
very of  the  conflitution  from  an 
ufurpation  (o  confirmed,  and  from 
a  fpirit  fo  ('etermined  as  his  lord- 
fhip's, mult  be  ratified  at  home  ; 
and  profefTes,  that  his  opinion  is 
formed  upon  the  moft  folid  and 
impartial  grounds:  he  likewife,  in 
the  warmeit  manner,  exprefles  his 
feelings  on  the  determination  of  a 
conteft  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  fo 
much  to  the  credit  and  advantage 
of  his  friends,  without  bloodfhed; 
and  concludes  with  owning  that 
he  fhall  be  eafier  in  his  mind  when 
he  hears  that  their  late  prefident  is 
returned  to  England,  as  his  pre- 
fence  mult  be  productive  of  fome 
diftrefs,  and  check  the  operations 
of  government. 


Mr.  Blair's   Letter,  relating  to   the 
Cap  tun  of  the  Morning  Star. 

THE  capture  of  the  Morning 
Star,  belonging  to  Dr.  Ir- 
ving and  myfelf,  and  my  applica- 
tion for  redrefs  having  been  great- 
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]y  mifreprefented,  both  in  and  out 
of  parliament,  I  fubmit  the  follow- 
ing date  or"  facts  to  the  public, 
who  may  then judge  for  themfelves, 
how  far  any  of  their  fervants  have 
been  culpable ;  and  whether,  in 
my  appeal  to  parliament,  f  have 
been  vuiiry  of  that  indecent  hurry 
of  which  t  am  accufed. 

Lord  Halifax,  when  fecretary  of 
flate,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  dated  Decern b.  9,  1765, 
fays,  "  The  Mufquiro  Shore  is  a 
Britifh  fettlement,  and  as  fuch  is 
to  be  maintained  and  encourag- 
ed." 

Lord  Dartmouth  fent  induc- 
tions to  the  Governor  of  Jamaica,. 
in  Auguft  1775,  for  eftablifhing  a 
legiflative  council  on  the  Muf- 
quito  Shore,  to  be  chofen  by  the 
inhabitants. 

Dr.  Irving  and  myfelf,  induced 
by  the  above  arrangement,  failed 
from  Gravefend  on  the  13th  of 
Nov.  1 775,  with  a  deiign  of  fet- 
tling on  the  Mufquito  Shore,  not 
entertaining  the  moil  diftant  fufpi- 
cion,  that  our  property  would  not 
be  equally  protected  there  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions. 

On  the  30th  of  April  laft,  the 
Morning  Star  was  lying  at  anchor, 
under  Britifh  colours,  in  the  road 
of  Black-river,  the  principal  fet- 
tlement on  the  Mufquito  Shore, 
and  in  fight  of  the  king's  houfe, 
and  was  there  forcibly  feized  by 
two  armed  fioops  under  Dutch  co- 
lours;  at  the  fame  time  one  of  their 
boats  chafed  the  Nancy,  a  fmall 
floop  belonging  to  Black-river: 
John  Coffil,  mafter  of  the  Nancy, 
and  Richard  Burrel,  who  was  a 
paffenger  in  her,  both  depofed, 
that  the  boat  was  at  one  time  fo 
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near  as  to  hook  the  Nancy's  quar- 
ter-rail,  and  that  the  crew  were 
Spaniards ;  every  man  who  has 
ever  feen  a  Spaniard,  muff  know 
that  they  could  not  be  miftaken. 

The  inhabitants  of  Black- river, 
confeious  that  the  Morning  Star 
had  never  been  employed  in  any 
illicit  trade,  were  greatly  alarmed  j 
they  confidered  the  capture  as  a 
direct  attack  on  the  colony,  and 
applied  to  the  Superintendant  to 
affemble  the  legiflative  council  ; 
that    council    which    (I    am    told) 

Lord affured    the    Houfe  of 

Commons  never  exifted,  met,  ad- 
vifed  the  fuperintendant  to  fend 
an  exprefs  to  Jamaica,  with  an 
account  of  this  daring  and  unpre- 
cedented outrage,  and  laid  a  tax 
on  the  colony  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pence. 

The  depofitions  of  John  Coffil, 
Rich.  Burrel,  and  fome  other  per- 
fons,  who  faw  the  tran  faction, 
were  fent  to  the  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica (the  colony  being  at  pre- 
fent  an  appendage  to  that  govern- 
ment) ;  but  both  the  governor  and 
admiral,  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
themfelves,  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  Morning  'Star  was  taken  by 
North-American  privateers  ;  and 
no  ftep  was  taken  to  reclaim  the 
veffel  and  feamen,  until  Dr.  Irving 
arrived  in  Jamaica  on  the  19th  of 
September,  and  fortunately  met 
wich  Frederic  Sund,  one  of  the 
feamen  taken  in  the  Morning  Star, 
and  who  had  efcaped  from  Cartha- 
gena.  This  man  made  oath  to  all 
the  particulars  of  the  capture  be- 
fore Thomas  Fench,  cuftos  and 
chief  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon-pleas of  Kingfton  in  Ja- 
maica. 

The  governor,  unable   to  refift 

fuch 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.     [257 

fuch  pofitive  proof,  applied  to  Ad-  davit  on  the  17th  of  Dec.  and  wrote 

miral   Gayton,    who  after   a  delay  immediately   to  Lord  George  Ger- 

cf  another  month,   fent  a  frigate  to  maine,    inclofing  a   copy   of  it.     I 

Cartnagena,    but   pofitively  refufed  faw  his  lordfliip  on  the  io"h,  when, 

to    permit   Dr.    Irving  to  go  in  the  he  feemc-d  ftill  defirous  of  making 

frigate  to  affiit   the   C;ptair.   in    hi:  further  delays  ;    but    being    prefled 

application  for  redrefs.  by  me  for  redrefs,    referred  me    to 

The  Spanifh  governor,  contrary,  Lord  Weymouth,  to  whole  depart- 
In  all  probability,  to  the  wimes  of  rr.er.t  he  told  me  it  belonged  to 
Sir  Bafil  Keith  and  Admiral  Gay-  make  application  to  the  court  of 
ton,  acknowledged  the  capture,  but  Spain. 

faid   he   had   no  power  or  authority  I    faw  Lord    Weymouth    by   ap- 

to  order  reftitution.  pointment  foon  after,  who  told  me 

Having    taken    the    earlieft    op-  that  the  firft  knowledge  he  had  of 

portunity  of  returning  to  England,  the   affair   was    by    a   copy   of   Dr. 

I  got  to  London  September  24,  and  Ir\ing's    peti'ion     to     the    Gover- 

next  day  prefented   a   memorial    to  nor  of  Jamaica,    and  of   Frederick 

Lord    George   Germaine,    with    an  Sund's     afiiiavit,      tranf:r.i:ted     to 

attefted  eftimate  of  the   aftua!   lofs  him   from  the  admiralty  ;    that   he 

immediately    fu;tainej,    amounting  had  immediately  fent  them  to  Lord 

to  2659I.    12s.    tod.   ilerl.    befides  Grantham;   that  the  papers  which, 

the  total  ruin  of  our  pr<>je£l  ;    his  I   had    put  into  his  hands  mould  be 

lordfhip    acquainted    me    with    the  f;nt  that  evenine  ;   and  that  as  foon 

opinion    of   Sir    Bafil   Keith,    that  as    any    anfwer    arrived     from    the 

the    Morning    Star    was    taken    by  court   of  Spain,    it  mould  be  corn- 


North  American  privateers.  I 
fhewed  him  the  affidavits  of  John 
Coffil,  and  Richard  Burrel  ;  but 
his  lordfhip  chofe  to  give  more  cre- 
dit to  the  vague  fulpicion  of  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica,    than  to  my 


municated  to  me  :  this  laft  part  of 
his  lordfhip's  promife  has  never 
been  performed  ;  but  I  willingly 
impute  the  negledl  to  hurry  of  bu- 
finefs. 

The    propriety    of    Lord     Wey- 


pofitive  aiT'irances,  as  a  fpeclator  of  mouth's    condu£t    in    the    affair   of 

the    tranfaclion,    fupported    by   the  Falkland's  ifland   makes  it   reafon- 

cleareft  evidence  the  nature  of  the  able    to   fuppofe,   that   if  the  repre- 

•cafe  would  admit,    or   v/hich    there  fentations  to  the  court  of  Spain,  on 

was    at    that   time    any   probability  the  prefent  occafion,   have  not  been 

of    ever   obtaining.       His    Jordihip  made    with    becoming    fpirit,    it  is 

leemed    extremely    defirous    of   not  not  his  lordfliip's  fault. 

making  any  immediate  application         I  am  a/TV:  told 

to  the  court  of  Spain,   and  in   de-  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    that    ths 

ference    to    the  critical   fituation   of  Spanilh  miniiter  denied  any  kncw- 

this   country    at    that  time   (for  the  lei^e  of   the  affair  in  '.he  month  of 

accounts  of  our   fuccefiVs  in   Air.e-  January.     The   Morning  Star   was 

rica   were  not   then   arrived)   I  did  taken   on   the    ;oth   of  April,    and 

not    then     prefs     the    matter     far-  carried   directly   to  Porto- Bello  and 

tiier.  Carthagena.       Can    any    man     h.e- 

I  received  Frederick  Sand's  afH-  lieve  that  a   Sojoifh   governor  da- 
V01.XX.  [R]  red 
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red  To  long  negleft  informing  his 
court  of  the  capture  of  a  Britifh 
veffel  in  fo  unprecedented  a  man- 
ner ? 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
reprefent  the  whole  affair  as  a  com- 
plaint of  a  private  injury,  in  order 
that  administration  might  fheker 
themfelves  under  the  mallow  pre- 
tence, that  I  did  not  continue  to 
harrafs  them,  with  daily  applica- 
tions for  redrefs,  from  the  25th  of 
Sept.  to  the  17th  of  Dec.  but  this 
is  by  no  means  the  rale ;  the  Bri- 
tifh flag  has  been  intuited  ;  Bntifh 
feamen  have  been  made  captives 
in  the  molt  barbarous  and  di (grace- 
ful manner  ;  and  the  very  exillence 
of  a  colony,  capable  01  being  made 
equal  to  any  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is 
at  flake. 

I  conceive  that  I  have  difcharged 
my  duty  to  the  public,  by  com- 
municating to  his  majelty's  mini- 
flers,  as  early  as  pomble,  all  I 
knew  of  the  matter  ;  if  the  nego- 
ciation  has  languifhed  in  their 
hands,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  day 
will  arrive,  when  they  fhall  be 
made  anfwerable  for  it. 

I  am,   Sir, 
Your  mcft  obedient  fervant, 

Alex.  Blair. 
Oxendon-ftrcet,  March  4. 

THE  petition  which  was  offered 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
which  is  alluded  to  in  the  above  let- 
ter, ftated,  "  That  the  pecitioncrs, 
Capt.  Blair,  and  Dr.  Irving,  an  emi- 
nent man  in  his  profcflion,  and  a 
celebrated  chymift,  had,  by  an  en- 
couragement from  government, 
eftabiifhed  a  manufactory  for  ex- 
preinng  oil  out  of  vegetable  fub- 
ftances,   with   which  the  Mufquito 


country  was  known  to  abound; 
that  the  undertaking  was  accom- 
panied with  great  fuccefs  ;  that  the 
purpofes  to  which  the  oil,  thus  ex- 
preffed,  was  ufed  in  this  country, 
was  chiefly  for  oiling- wool  lor  the 
wool-combers.  That  the  petition- 
ers had  incurred  a  very  great  ex- 
pence  in  eftablifhing  this  manu- 
facture ;  that  feme  time  in  the 
month  of  April  laft,  two  Spanifh 
Guarda  Coftas  entered  the  har- 
bour, or  road,  oppofite  the  oil 
works,  one  of  14  guns,  command- 
ed by  Don  Juan  Cafiello,  and  the 
other  of  eight  guns,  commanded 
by  Don  Antonio  Euppi,  under 
Dutch  colours  ;  that  they  bore 
down  on  the  h'.orr.ing  Star,  a  vef- 
fel belonging  :o  tne  faid  partner- 
fhip,  and  having  approached  very 
near,  hoifted  Spanifh  colours,  and 
fent  feveral  armed  men  on  board, 
making  prize  of  the  Morning  Slar, 
taking  the  Britifh  faiiors  pr;i'oi,ers 
on  board  their  own  fhips,  where 
they  ironed  them,  and  carried  them 
into  Porto-Bello,  and  at  length 
removed  them  to  Carthagena, 
whence  this  informant  m;ide  his 
eicape  to  Jamaica,  where,  before 
the  chief  jultice  of  the  common 
pleas  for  faid  ifland,    he   fwore  to 

the    fads    therein    fet    forth." 

The  petition  then  flared  the  dif- 
ferent applications  which  hid  been 
made,  as  recited  in  the  above  let- 
ter, and  finally  prayed,  "  that  the 
Houfe  would  ba  pleated  to  take 
the  premifes  into  con  fid  er  at  ion, 
and  do  therein  as  they  fhall  think 
fit.  The  morion  for  bringing  up 
the  above  petition  produced  a  moil 
important  and  animated  debate; 
but  the  queftion  being  put,  ic 
was  rejected  withou:  a  divi- 
iion." 

Re/Mras 
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Returns  made  from  the  Poor  Rates  to  Parliament,  fated  to  be  from  E 
1775,  to  Eaftt      1776. 


Money  raifed. 

I.  s.  d. 

England        —         1679585  o     c 

Wales            —       •    4C731  14     7 


1720316   14     7 


Expended  on  Poor. 

I.  s.  d. 

England        —         1523163  12  7 

Wales            —                  40  13  8 


1556804     6 


Ah  frail  of  an  Ail  for  regijl:rir.g  the 
Grants  of  Life  Annuities  ;  and  for 
the  tetter  Proteelion  of  Infants 
agai?if  fuch  Grants. 

AFTER  reciting  in  .  the  pre- 
amble, that  the  pernicious 
practice  of  raifing  money  by  the 
fale  of  life  annuities,  hath  of  late 
years  greatly  increafed,  and  is 
much  promoted  by  the  fecrefy  with 
which  fuch  tranfadtions  are  con- 
ducted; it  is  enacted  that  a  me- 
morial of  all  deeds,  bonds,  &c.  for 
granting  life  annuities,  (hall,  with- 
in twenty  days  of  the  execution 
thereof,  be  enrolled  in  the  court 
of  chancery  ;  which  fH. -^11  contain 
the  date,  names  of  the  parties, 
witneffes,  &c.  and  fhall  fet  forth 
the  annual  fum  or  fums  to  be  paid, 
and  the  name  of  the  perion  or  per- 
fons  for  whofe  life  or  lives  the 
annuity  is  granted,  and  the  conii- 
deration  or  considerations  of  srant- 
ing  the  fame  ;  otheiwife  every  fuch 
deed,  bond,  &c.  Ihall  be  void. 


County  Rates' 


I. 


s.  d» 


6268   11 


Rents,  kc. 
I.  s.   d. 

78176     4     o 

2120     IO       7 
80296     I4       7 


1 3  7656  10  8 

■  m 

Litigation. 

1.         $.  d. 

33935  18  o 

1136     2  8 

35072    o  8 


It  further  enacts,  that  before 
judgment  fhall  be  entered  of  re- 
cord upon  any  warrant  of  attorney 
for  recovering  any  annuity  alrea- 
dy granted,  and  before  execution 
fhall  be  feed  out,  Sec.  on  any 
judgment  already  entered,  &c.  a 
memorial  fhall  be  enrolled  as  afore- 
faid  ;  otherwife  all  the  proceedings 
in  the  actions  to  be  void. 

It  alio  enacts,  that  all  future 
deeds  for  granting  of  annuities, 
fhall  contain  the  confederation, 
and  the  names  of  the  parties,  in 
words  at  length.  And  that  if  any 
part  of  the  confideranon  fhall  be 
returned;  or,  in.  cafe  the  consi- 
deration, or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  notes,  if  any  of  the  notes 
fhall  not  be  paid  when  due,  or 
fhall  be  cancelled  or  deftroyed  with- 
out being  firft  p«id  ;  or  if  the  con- 
federation, or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  goods  ;  or  if  any  part  of 
the  confideration  is  retained  on 
,e  of  anfwering  the  future 
payments   of  the   annuity,    or   any 


*  In  moft  of  the  Northern  counties,  thefe  rates  are  raifed  feparitely,   and 
therefore  are  net  included  in  thefe  returns. 

[P.]   2  other 


i6o]        ANNUAL  REGISTER,    1777. 


other  pretence  ;  the  court  may 
order  the  deed  to  be  cancelled,  and 
the  judgement,  if  any  has  been 
entered,  to  be  vacated. 

The  bill  next  contains  directions 
relating  to  the  inrollment  of  me- 
morials, and  the  clerks  fees. 

It  then  enadb,  that  all  contracts 
for  the  purchafe  of  annuities  with' 
any  perfon  under  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  (hall  be  void  ;  and  that 
any  perfon  who  mall  procure  or  fo- 
licit  any  minor  to  grant  an  an- 
nuity, or  to  make  oath,  or  give 
his  or  her  word  of  honour  or  fo- 
lemn  promife,   that  he  or  fhe  will 


not  plead  infancy,  or  rrrAze  any 
other  defence  againft  the  demand 
of  any  fuch  annuity,  fhall  be 
ponifitt-d  by  hue  or  imprifon- 
rnent,   Sec. 

It  alio  en2&5,  that  folicitors, 
fcriveners,  brokers,  &c.  who  (hall 
take  more  than  ios.  per 
for  procuiing  money  for  annuities, 
mail  be  punifhed  by  fine  and  im- 
prifoned  j  and  that  the  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  have  paid  or 
given  any  fum  or  fums  of  money, 
gratuity  or  reward,  fhall  be  deem- 
ed a  competent  witnefs  or  witnef- 
fes  to  prove  the  fame. 


Dr.    Price'j   Account   of  the   Progrefs   of  the   Rational   Debt,  from    1739 

to    1775. 


AMOUNT  of  the  principal  and   intereft    of  the  na- 
tional debt  before  the  war  which  began  in  1740. 
Amount  in  1749  immediately  after  the  war 
Increafed  hy  the  war  -  -  - 

Diminifhed  by  the  peace  from  1748  to  1755 
Amount  at  the  commencement  of  the  lalt  war 
Amount  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  1763  -  -  - 

Increafed  by  the  laft  war  •     - 

Diminifhed  by  the  peace,  in  12  years,  from  1763  to  1775     - 
Amount  at  Midfurhmer,  1775  - 


Principal. 

IntereA. 

£• 

£■ 

46,382,5^0 

1,903,406 

0,906 

2, -6*-, 6c* 

31,784,256 

861,-47 

3^59,641 

1 1 1,590 

75,077,264 

2,6;4,c:8 

146,582,844 

4.8 

7i>S°5 

10,639,7 

40c, ooo 

i35>943>°5' 

4-„4C,82i 

VThe  following  are  given  as  EJiimates  of  the  Royal  Income  and  Expenditure. 


INCOME. 


5CO,;co 


CIVIL  Lift  -  -  -  - 

Revenue  of  Hanover,  when  the  eftablifhment,  &c.  is  paid, 

brings  in  clear,  at  leaft                  -  ic 0,000 

Ireland                  -  c,o,oco 

Wales                 -----  ic.ooo 

Lancafter                 -.-.'_".-  2:, 000 
Cornwall,  after  paying  the  Lord  Warden's  Court,  produces  at  leaft  70,000 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  Well  Indies             -              -  50, ceo 

Coal  pits  at  Louifburgh                   -  12. coo 

Intereft  of  debts  due  to  the  late  king              -                -  15c 

1,30', 0-0 


Expe.vdi- 
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Expenditure,  January  6,  1776,  to  January  5,  1777. 


THE  Queen  - 

Duke  of  Gloucefter  - 

Duke  of  Cumberland  - 

Princefs  Amelia  - 

The  fervants  of  the  Jate  King,  Princefs  of  Wales,  Qneen  of 

Denmark,  &c.  - 

Cofferer  of  the  houfhold  - 

Treafurer  of  the  chamber  - 

Great  Wardrobe  - 

Maiter  of  the  robes  - 

Matter  of  the  horfe  *•'■:  >•• 

Paymaiter  of  the  works  - 

Foreign  miniflers  --.-,.•- 

Great  officers,  judges  fees,  falaries,  &c. 
Pennons  and  annuities  - 

Royal  bounties  -  v 

Gentlemen  penfioners  - 

Prefents  to  foreign  minifters  - 

Secret  fervice    ■ 

His  majelty's  privy  purfe  - 

Goldfmith  - 

Law  charges  -  -  -         .      - 


£.  50,000 
12,000 
12,000 
I  2, coo 

8,000 

109.600 

60,200 

36,400 

8,800 

26,000 

76,500 

98,600 

130,000 

127,000 

n,5co 

6,000 

3,000 
86,000 
48,000 

2,500 
60,000 

984,100 


Genuine  Correfpondence  between  Lord  Howe  and  Dr.  Franklin. 


AS  the  fubjecl:  of  the  following 
authentic  letters,  the  time 
when  they  were  written,  and  the 
rank  and  reputation  of  the  writers, 
render  them  of  much  importance 
to  the  publfc,  we  cannot  doubt 
of  their  being  acceptable  to  the 
generality  of  our  readers. 

Eagle,    June  20,  1 776. 

'*■  I  cannot,  my  worthy  friend, 
permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  have  fent  you,  in  the  Hate 
I  received  them,  to  be  landed, 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the 
fubjecf.  of  the  injurious  extremities 
in  which  our  unhappy  difputes 
have  engaged  us. 


"  You  will  learn  the  nature  of 
my  miffion  from  the  official  dif- 
patches  which  I  have  recommend- 
ed to  be  forwarded  by  the  fame 
conveyance.  Retaining  all  the 
earneitnefs  I  ever  expreiied,  to  fee 
our  differences  accommodated,  I 
fhall  conceive,  if  I  meet  with  the 
difpofition  in  the  colonies  which 
I  was  once  taught  to  expeel,  the 
moft  flattering  hopes  of  proving 
ferviceable,  in  the  objects  of  the 
king's  paternal  folicitude,  by  pro- 
moting the  eftablilnment  of  Jafting 
peace  and  union  with  the  colonies. 
But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  America,  and  the  neceifity  of 
preventing  her   trade  from  pafling 

[R]  3  '    into 
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into  foreign  channels,  muft  keep 
us  dill  a  divided  people,  I  frail, 
from  every  private,  as  well  as  pub- 
lic motive,  moft  heartily  lament 
that  it  is  not  the  moment  wherein 
thofe  great  objects  of  my. ambition 
are  to  be  attained  ;  and  that  I  am 
to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  affure-  you  perlonally  of 
the   regard  with  which  I  am, 

*f  Your  fincere  and  faithful 

Humble  fervant, 

Howe. 

"  P.  S.  I  was  difappointed  of 
the  opportunity  I  expected  for  fend- 
ing this  letter  at  the  time  it  was 
dated,  and  have  been  ever  fince 
prevented  by  calms  and  contrary 
winds,  from  getting  here  to  in- 
form Gei  eral  Howe  of  the  com- 
miffum  with  which  I  have  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  be  charged,  and  of 
his  being  joined  in  it. 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  12  July. 
Superfcribed 

To  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Efq;  Philadelphia." 

"  Philadelphia,  July  %o,  1 776. 

"  I  Received  fafe  the  letters 
your  Lordfhip  fo  kindly  forwarded 
to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept  my 
thanks.        ■ 

"  The  official  difpatches  to 
which  you  refer  me,  contain  no- 
thing more  than  what  we  had  feen 
in  the  aft  of  parliament,  viz.  of- 
fers of  pardon  upon  fubmiflion  ; 
which  I  was  forry  to  find,  as  it 
muft  give  your  Lordfhip  pain  to  be 
fent  io  far  on  fo  hopelefs  a  bufi- 
neYs. 

f*  Directing  pardons  to  be  offer- 
ed to  the  colonies  who  are  the 
very  parties  injured,  exprefles  in- 
deed that  opinion  of  ignorance, 
bafenefs  and  infenfibility,  which 
your  uninformed  and  proud  nation 


has  long  been  pleafed  to  entertain 
of  us ;  but  it  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  that  of  encreafing  our 
refentment.  It  is  impoflible  we 
fhould  think  of  fubmiflion  to  a  go- 
vernment that  has,  with  the  moft 
wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt 
our  defencelefs  towns,  in  the  micft 
of  winter;  excited  the  favages  to 
maffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and  our 
(laves  to  murder  their  mafters  ; 
and  is  even  now  bringing  foreign 
mercenaries  to  deluge  our  fettle- 
ments  with  blood.  Thcfe  atro- 
cious injuries  have  extinguifhed 
every  fpark  of  affection  for  that 
parent  country  we  once  held  fo 
-dear:  but  were  it  poflible  for  us 
to  forget  and  forgive  them,  it  is 
not  poflible  for  you,  1  mean  the 
Britifh  nation,  to  forgive  the  peo- 
ple you  have  fo  heavily  injured  : 
you  can  never  confide  again  in 
thofe  as  fellow -fubjects,  and  per- 
mit them  to  enjoy  equal  freedom, 
to  whom,  you  know,  you  have 
given  fuch  juft  caufes  of  lafting  en- 
mity ;  and  this  muft  impel  you,  if 
we  are  again  under  your  govern- 
ment, to  endeavour  the  breaking 
our  fpirit  by  the  fevereft  tyranny, 
and  obftructing,  by  every  means  in 
your  power,  our  growing  ftrength 
and  profperity. 

"  But  your  lordfhip  mentions, 
'  the  king's  paternal  folicitude  for 
promoting  the  eftabliihment  of  lad- 
ing peace  and  union  with  the  co- 
lonies.' If  by  peace  is  here  meant 
a  peace  to  be  entered  into  by  dif- 
tinct  ftates,  now  at  war,  and  his 
majefty  has  given  your  lordfhip 
power  to  treat  with  us ;  of  fuch 
peace,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
though  without  authority,  that  I 
think  a  treaty  for  that  purpofe 
net  quite  impracticable,  before 
we    enter   into   foreign   alliances : 

but 
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but  I  am  perfuaded  you  have 
no  fuch  powers.  Your  nation, 
though  (by  punifhing  thofe  Ame- 
rican governors  who  have  foment- 
ed the  difcord,  rebuilding  our 
burnt  towns,  and  repairing,  as  far 
as  poffible,  the  mifchiefs  done 
us)  lhe  might  recover  a  great 
fhare  of  our  regard,  and  the  great- 
eft  (hare  of  our  growing  commerce, 
with  all  the  advantages  of  that 
additional  fcrength,  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  friend  (hip  with  us  ; 
yet  I  know  too  well  her  abound- 
ing pride,  and  deficient  wifdom, 
to  believe  (he  will  ever  take 
fuch  falutary  meafure  =  .  Her  fond- 
nefs  for  conqueft,  as  a  warlike 
nation  ;  her  luft  of  dominion,  as 
an  ambitious  one;  and  her  thirft 
for  a  gainful  monopoly,  as  a  com- 
mercial one,  (none  of  them  legi- 
timate caufes  of  war)  will  all 
join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  eve- 
ry view  of  her  true  intereft,  and 
will  continually  goad  her  on,  in 
thefe  ruinous  diftant  expeditions, 
fo  deftruttive  both  of  lives  and 
of  treafure,  that  they  mull  prove 
as  pernicious  to  her  in  the 
end,  as  the  Croifades  formerly 
were  to  moil  of  the  nations  in 
Europe. 

"  I  have  not  vanity,  my  lord, 
to  think  of  intimidating,  by 
thus  predicting  the  effects  of  this 
war  ;  for  I  know  it  will  in 
England  have  the  fate  of  all  my 
former  predictions,  not  to  be 
believed,  till  the  event  fhall  ve- 
rify it. 

"  Long  did  I  endeavour,  with 
unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal,  to 
preferve  from  breaking  that  fine 
and  noble  china  vaie,  the  "Britifh 
empire ;  for  I  know,  that  being 
once  broken,  the  feparate  parts 
could  not  retain  even  their  fhares 


of  the  ftrength  and  value  that  ex- 
ifted  in  the  whole ;  and  that  a 
perfect  re- union  of  thefe  parts 
could  fcarce  ever  be  hoped  for. 
Your  lordfhip  may  poflibly  re- 
member the  tears  of  joy  that  wet 
my  cheek,  when  at  your  good 
filter's  in  London,  you  once  gave 
me  expectations  that  a  reconci- 
liation might  foon  take  place.  I 
had  the  misfortune  tu  find  thefe 
expectations  difappointcd,  and  to 
be  treated  as  tlie  cauie  of  the 
mifchief,  I  was  labouring  to  pre- 
vent. My  confolation  under  that 
groundlefs  and  malevolent  treat- 
ment was,  that  I  re'ained  the 
friendship  of. many  wife  and  good 
men  in  that  country,  and  among 
the  reft,  fome  (hare  in  the  regard 
of  Lord  Howe. 

"  The  well-founded  efteem,  and 
permit  me  to  fay,  affection  which  I 
fhall  always  have  for  your  lord- 
fhip, make  it  painful  for  me  to 
fee  you  engageo.  in  conducting  a 
war,  the  great  g:cund  of  which, 
as  deicribed  in  your  letter,  "  is. 
the  neceflity  of  preventi.-.g  the 
American  trade  from  pafling  into 
foreign  channels  :  to  me  it  feems 
that  neither  the  obtaining  nor 
retaining  any  trade,  how  valuable 
foever,  is  an  object  for  which  men 
may  juftly  (pill  each  others  blood  : 
that  the  true  and  fure  neans  of 
extending  and  fecuring  commerce, 
are  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs 
of  commodities  ;  and  that  the 
profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be 
equal  to  the  expence  of  compel- 
ling it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets 
and  armies.  1  confider  this  war 
againil  us,  therefore,  as  be  a  un- 
juji  and  utrwi/e;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded that  cool  and  difpaii  -nate 
poflerity  will  condemn  to  infamy 
thefe    who    advifed  it;    and    »haf 

[R]  +  ev« 
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even    fuccefs    will    not    fave    from  odious    a    command,     and    return 

fome  degree  of  difhonour  thofe  who  to  a  more  honourable  private   fla- 

have   voluntarily   engaged  to   con-  tion. 

<jU(c^  jt.  "   With    the   greateft    and    mod 

**  J    knew    your    great    motive  fincere.    refpedt,    I    have    the    ho- 

in    coming    hicher,    was   the    hope  nour   to    be,   my  lord,    your   lord- 

of    being    inftrumenta)     in    a    re-  fhip's  moil  obedient,  humble   fer- 

concilianon  ;     and     believe,     that  vant,                        B.  Franklin." 

when    you    find    that    to    be    im-  Directed 

pofiible,    on   any   terms   given   you  To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vif. 

to  propofe,  you  will  relinquish  fo  count  Howe. 


SUPPLIES 


[      *65      ] 


SUPPLIES  granted  by   Parliament,    for 
the  Year  1777. 


NAVY. 
November  9,    17 
1.   np  H  AT  4.5,000  men  be  employed  for  the  Tea 
X        fervice,     for    the    year     1777,     including 
ic,  f  29  marines 

2.  'I'hat  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  per  month, 
be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  45,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordnance  for  lea  fervice  2340000     o     o 

November  26. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half- 
pay    to    the    fea    and    marine    officers,    for    the    year 

— 1 '  400805     2   10 

2.  Towards  builJi  :g,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
(hips  of  war  in  his  majeity's  yards,  and  other  extra 
works  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  Fn  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1777  4f5500     O     O 

May  21,    1777. 

!.  Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  navy 
debt  iooocoo     o     o 

2.  Upon  account,  to  be  applied  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  for  the  fupport  and 
relief  of  fuch  worn-out  fcamen,  as  fhall  not  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  faid  hofpital,  for  the  year  1777  ,  4oco     o     o 


505     2   10 


ARMY. 
November  16,    1776. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  3,^13 
invalids,  amounting  to  20,734  effective  men,  com- 
miffion  and  non-commifficned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1777 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  20,734  efftcVIve 
men,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  majefty's 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  Guernfey         •   648?co.   16     5- 


For 
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3.  For  the  pay   of  the  general,    and  general   flaff 

officers,  in  Great  Britain,   for  the  year  1777  n473    l&     6- 

4.  For  maintaining  his  majefty's  forces  and  gar- 
rifons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minqrca  and  Gioraltar;  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova 
Scotia,   Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands, 

and  Africa,  for  the  year  177^  949720   II      3 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of 
pay  between  the  Britifh.  :tnd  Irifh  eflablilhment,  of 
one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments 
of  foot t    ferving    in    North    America,    for   the    year 

l777  . 47l?8     0     3 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian 
battalions,   ierving   in    Gibraltar   and   Minorca,    and 

provifions  fur  the  fame  ■  .  56074   19     4 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  12,677  men,  the 
troops  of  the  landgrave  of  FHTs-Cafiel,  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,   together  with  the  fubfidy 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Ha- an,  &c.  

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  &c. 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  America  

12.  For  makir.g  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum 
voted  Jail  fefiion,  for  the  troops  of  Hefte 

13.  For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum 
voted  laft  feffion,   for  the  Hanau  foot  

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the 
foreign  troops,   for  the  year  1777  — — — 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  deficiency  for  fo- 
reign troops,  for  the  year  1776  • 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe-Caffel,   for  artillery  for  1776  »■ 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  artillery  of 
Hanau,   for  1776  

j  8.  For  defraying  the    charge  of  artillery  for  the 

"Waldeck  troops,   for  the  year  1776  

January  31,   1777. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 
iioners  in  Chelfea  hoipital  . 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his 
majefty's  land  forces  and  marines  ■ 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the 
feveral   officers  ?.id  private   gentlemen   of   the  two 

troops 
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troops  of  horfe  guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuper- 
aanuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troopo  of  horfe 
guards  ,  ■  754  12     I 

4.  For  paying  of  penfions  to  widows  of  fuch  re- 
duced officers  of  his  majefty's  land  forces  and  ma- 
rines, as  died  upon  the  eftablilhment  of  half-pay 
in  Great  Britain,  and  were  married  to  them  before 
December  25,   1716.  370     o     o 

February  24. 

Towards  defraying   the  extraordinary   expences   of 
his    majefty's   land    forces,  and   other  fervices   incur- 
red between  Jan.  31,  1776,  and  Feb.  1,  1777  1200602   12     5! 
March  24. 

1 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 
feurs,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe-Cafiel  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  177-  36728   1 1     S> 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 
feurs  of  Hanau,   in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 

with  the  fubfidy,  for  the  year  1-77  16326  10     iF 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1285  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  BrandeboLirg  Anfpach,  in- 
cluding   a  in    the  pay   of  Great    Britain,    to- 

gethei  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the  year  17-7  39-S8     2     4^ 

4.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  for  the  charge  of  Chaf- 
fcurs,  tne  troops  of  the  Landgrave  oi  Hefie-Caflel  in 
the   pay  of  Gieat  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

to  Dec.  24,  1776  339°  '8     4! 


ORDNANCE. 

November  16,    17-0. 


3773)92  l7   »°£ 


1.  For  the   charge  of   the    offi  c   of   ordnance    for 

land  fer.vice,  for  the     ear  1777  ■  320m    18    II 

2.  for  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 
by   the   orTice   of  ordnance  for  land   fervice,  and   not 

provided  for  by  parliament  io  1776  ■  272705    18     I 


592817   17     o 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
January  31,    1777. 
For  the  exc?nces  of  the  new  roads  of  communica- 
tion, and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of  North 

Britain,  in  the  year  1777  . 6997   13     7 

March  4. 
For  defraying   the  charges    of  the   following  civil 
eflabliflim.er.fs,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend- 
ing 
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ing  the  fame,  to  wit,   In  America: 

1.  His  majefty's  ifland  of  St.  John's         « 3000  o  o 

2.  His  majetty's  colony  of  Georgia               2816  o  o 

3.  His  majefty's  colony  of  Nova  ^cotia           —  459^  10  5 

4.  His  majefly's  colony  of  Eafl  Florida              —  59>°  °  o 

5.  His  maftjcy's  colony  of  Weft  Florida          59°°  °  ° 

6.  In  Africa:   Senegambia,  fnuate  between  the  port 

of  Sallee  in  South  Barbary,  and  Cape  R  555°     o     o 

7.  For  defraying  expences  attending  general  fur- 
veys  of  his   majefly's   dominions  in    North    America, 

for  the  year  1777  • 2093     5     o 

April  29. 
Towards  enabling   the   Trultees  of  the  Britifo 
/gum,   to  carry  on   the   execution    of  the    t  ;.;d 

in  them  1 o     o     © 

May  28. 

1.  For  difcharging  fuch  unfatisfied  claims  and  de- 
mand.s  for  expences  incurred  upon  account  of  hoipi- 
tals,  during  the  late  war  in  Germany,  as  appear  to 
be  due  by  the  reports  of  Mr.  T-  Btfhop,  late  director 
of    foreign   hofpitals,    to   the   lords    commiflioners    of 

his  majeily's  treafury,  dated  March  28,    1777  41820    14     5 

2.  To  make  good  the  fum  which  has  been  iffue-d  by 
his  majefly's  orders  to  fundry  pcfons,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  fuch  American 
civil  oflicers,  and  others,  as   have   fuiTered   on  account 

of  their  attachment  to  his  majefly's  government  3-934   16     6 

3.  To  replace  the  fum  ifiued  by  his  majefty's  orders 
to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of  confining, 
maintaining,    and -employing    convi&s  on    the   River 

Thames 1 879    10     6 

4.  To  make  good  to  his  majefty  the  fums  ifiued  by 
his  majefty's  orders,   in   purfuance  of  the   addreffes   of 

this  houfe  13060     2     o 

June  2. 
Towards    defraying    the    expences    of  printing   the 
Journals  of  the   houle,   and  to   defray  fuch  extraordi- 
nary expences   as  have  been,   or  fhall  be   incurred   on 
account  of  the  printed  Journals  and  reports  600     o     © 

Jx;ne  5. 

1.  For  repairing  and   fupporting   the    Britifh   forts 

and  fetdemeuts,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  —  130CO     o     o 

2.  To  George  White,  Efq;  for  defraying  expences 
incurred  by  him  in  bufinefs  done  by  the  authority  of 
the  houfe,   relative  to  enquiries  into  the   ftate  of  the 

poor  of  this  kingdom  ■    ■  500     o     o 

5  -'44>98   lz     5 

NOVIM- 
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November  26,   1776. 

Towards  paying  oif  and  discharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  act  palled  in  the  laft 
feilion  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids 
to  be  granted  in  this  ieflion  of  parliament  1500000     o     o 

December  2. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer  bills, 
made  <>ut  by  virtue  of  an  acl  palled  in  the  left  fefiion 
of  parliament,  intitled  An  a5l  for  enabling  his  majefty 
to  raije  the  fum   cf  cne  million,  for   the  ufe  and  purpofes   ■ 

therein  mentioned  ■ '  ICOOOOO     o     9 

April  18,   1777. 

To  difcharge  the  arrears  and  debts  due,  and  owing 
upon  the  civil  lift  on  Jan.  5,    1777  618340     9     65 

At  the  fame  time  it  ivas  replied,  "  That  for  the  bet- 
ter fupport  of  his  majefty' s  houjhold,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  croxvn,  there  be  granted  to  his  majefty 
during  his  life,  out  of  tBe  aggregate  fund,  the  clear  yearly 
fum  cf  1 00. 000 1.  to  commence  from  the  $tb  of  fan.  1777. 
ever  and  above  the  fum  of  800,000 1.  granted  by  an  a£l 
made  in  the  \Jl  year  of  his  majejly's  reign." 

For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of  the  lot- 
tery, of  the  year  1776         ■■  ■  500000    o    o 


3618340     9     6± 


DEFICIENCIES. 
Apri  l  29. 

1.  To  make  good    the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1776 61288     7      i£ 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  5th  July  1776, 
of  the  fund  eftablifhed  for  paying  annuities  granted, 
by  an  a£t  made  in    the   31ft  year  of  his   late    majefty, 

sowards  the  fupply  granted  for  the  year  17  j 8  —  44-599   13     4? 

3.  In  the  land  tax  ■  ■-■  250000     o     o" 

4.  In  the  male  tax  ■    -  _____         200000     o     o 


61 


Total  of  fupplies  ■  ■  1289:543     o     2 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  abo-vs  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefly, 
for  the  year  1777. 

November  12,    1776. 
THAT  the  fum  of  four  lhillings  in  the  pound,  and  no 
more,  be  raifed  within   the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the 
25th  of  March  1777,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, 


270]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1777. 

mentf,  penfions,  officers  and  perfonal  eftates,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  that  a  proportion- 
able cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  union,  belaid  upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  call- 
ed Scotland.  2000000     o    o 

,  November  19. 

That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
which  by  an  aft  of  parliament  of  the  16th  year  of  his 
prefent  majefty's  reign,  have  continuance  to  the  24th 
of  July  1 777»  mall  be  further  continued  and  charged 
upon  all  malt,  which  fhall  be  made,  and  all  mum, 
which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and 
perry,  which  mall  be  made  for  fale  within  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  from   the  23d   of  June  1777, 

to  the  24th  of  June  1778.  7500CO    o    o 

March  24,   1777. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefly,  there  be  iflued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
295,832!.  18s  6}.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
•xchequer  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1777,  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen  from  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  compof- 
ing  the  fund,  commonly  called  the  finkitig  fund.  295832   j8     6| 

April  21. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefly,  there  be  iflued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
760,363!.  14s.  z~  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  5th  of  April  1777,  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen,  of  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  of  the 
fund,  commonly  called  the  finking  fund.  7603C3    14     2| 

May  15. 

1.  That,  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty, 
the  fum  of  5,000^0001.  be  railed  by  annuities,  and  the 
further  fum  of  500,0001.  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing ;    that  is  to  fay, 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid 
g,ooo,cool.  fhall,  for  every  100I.  contributed  and 
paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  4I.  to  contioue  for  a 
certain  term  of  ten  years,  to  commence  from  the  5th 
day  of  April  1777,  fubjeel  to  redemption  by  parlia- 
ment after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  and  net  loon- 
er ;  and  alio  be  entitled,  in  refpeel  of  every  i'uch 
100I  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of  10s.  to 
continue  for  a  certain  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
faid  5th  day  of  April  1777,  and  then  to  ceafe  ;  the 
laid   annuity  of  4I.  and  of    ios.   in   refpeel  of  each 

ico!. 
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Tool,  contributed,  to  be  charged  upon  the  fink'ng 
fund,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  paid  half-yearly,  &n  the  10th  day 
of  October,  and  the  5th  day  of  April,  in  exery  \ear: 
That  everj  fuch  contributor  lhall,  upon  payment 
of  the  further  Kim  of  iol.  (in  addition  to  each  iool. 
contributed  .or  ;  nnuities  as  aforelaid)  be  enti'Jed  to  a 
ticket  in  a  lottery  to  conhft  of  5o,0~-o  cickets, 
amcur.'ing  to  5gc,ooo1.  the  fame  to  be  diftrlbuted 
into  pr,zc=  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lotrery,  which  (ball  be 
pa  J  in  money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  pro- 
prietors, up^n  ueman^,  as  foon  after  the  ill  day  of 
Mar  ...  1778,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  with- 
out any  deduction  whatfotver : 

That  every  contributor  (hall,  on  or  beror.°  the  23d 
day  of  this  inilant  May,  make  a  depoii  of  13I  per 
centu?n,  on  fuch  fum  a3  he  or  fhe  (hall  choofe  to  fub- 
fcribe  towards  raifing  the  faid  lum  of  5,ooo,ccoI. 
with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafh.ers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and  alio  a  depofit 
of  15!.  per  centum  with  the  laid  cafhier  or  cafbie.-s,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  railing  the 
faid  fum  of  500,0001.  by  a  lottery,  as  a  fecarity  for 
making  the  future  payments  relpectively,  on  01  before 
the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited  ;  '.hat  is  to  fay, 
On  5,000,0001.  to  be  raifed  by  a-mu'ries; 
15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  June 
next. 

1  5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  July 
next. 

20!.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next. 

15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  2c;;h  day  of  October 
next. 

20I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  :fl  day  of  Decem- 
ber next. 

On  the  Icticry  for  500,0001. 
2^1.  per  centum  on   or   before  the    10th   day  of  ]c]j 
r.ext. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  tjhe  28th  day  of  Auguft 
next. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  7th  day  of  October 
next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  calhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  ^cvernor  and  cumpany 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  pa;d  into  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  exchequer,  to   be  applied  from   time  to 

time 
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time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then   have  been  voted  by 
this  houfe  in  this  fefiion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole 
of  his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  fum  of 
5,ooo,oool.  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  a3  afore- 
faid,  at  any  time  before  the  27th  day  of  Otlober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fnare  in  the  faid  lottery 
on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  Augufc  next,  fhall  be  al- 
lowed an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 
of  3I.  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  fum  fo  compleat- 
ing  his  or  her  contribution  refpedlively,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the 
lit  day  of  December  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  faid  annuities;  and  to  the  7th  day  of 
Oftober  next,  in  refpedt  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  loctery  ;  and  that  all  fuch  perfons 
as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid  lottery 
fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as  focn  as  they  can 
conveniently  be  made  out.  — . 5500000     o     o 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  there  be  ifTued  and  applied  the  fum  of  one 
million  nine  hundred  thirty-nine  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred thirty-fix  pounds,  five  (hillings,  and  nine-pence 
three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  fhall  or  may 
arife  of  the  furpluffes,  excelTes,  or  overplus  monies, 
and  other    revenues,    compofing  the   fund   commonly 

called  The  Sinking  Fund.  1939636     5      9! 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  be  raifed,  by  leans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament  ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bill?,  if  not 
difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1778,  to  be  exchanged  and  received 
in  payment  in    fuch   manner   as    exchequer   bills   have 

ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  15000CO     o     O 

4.  That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majelty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou- 
fand nine  hundred  nineteen  pounds,  thirteen  millings, 
and  feven  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  ex- 
chequer, of  the  monies  arifen  by  the  duties  on  rice 
exported,  the  duties  on  apples  imported,  and .  on 
cambricks  and  fugars,  granted  by  an  aft  of  the  fixth 
year  of  his  prefent  majeity's  reign,  the  monies  paid  by 
the  receiver*  general  of  the  leveral  counties  which 
have  not  raifed  the  militia,  and  alfo  of  fuch  impreft 
monies  as  remain  there  for  the  difpofition  of  parlia- 
ment. . . 3919   13     7 


5- 


That 
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5.  That  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pounds,  and  feven  pence,  cut  of 
fuch  monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche- 
quer as  have  arifen  by  the  duties  and  revenues 
which-  have  been  direcled  to  be  referved  for  the 
difpofition  of  parliament,  towards  defraying  ths 
neceifary  expences  of  defending,  protecting,  and 
fecuring,-  the  Eritifh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America,  be  applied  towards  making  good  fuch 
part  of  the  fupply  as  hath  been  granted  to  his  ma- 
jefty for  maintaining  his  majefty's  forces  and  gar- 
rifons  in  the  plantations,  and  for  provifions  for  the 
forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfound- 
land, and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  for  the  year  1777.  1391     o     7 

6.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5  th  day  of 
April,  1777,  and  on  or  before  the  5  th  day  of  April, 
177S,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 
adls,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty's  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty.          —                          •  1 391     o     o 

May  28. 
That  fuch  fum  or  Aims  of  money,  as  fhall  be 
paid  into  the  exchequer  by  the  executors  of  the 
late  Henry  Lord  Holland,  formerly  pay  mailer  of 
his  majefty's  forces,  be  applied  towards  making 
good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty. 200000     o     o 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means     12952534  12     8|- 
Total  of  Supplies     —  —      12895543     o     2 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means  56991    12     61 

Note,   The  vote  of  credit  for  one  million,  granted this  Jtjfion,  for  the  future 
army  extras,  and  expence  of,  andlofs  by,  coinage,  is  charged  on  the  next  aids. 

It  appears  from  the  above  refolutions,  that  the  additional 
public  debt  funded  this  year  amounts  to  five  millions,  the 
intereft  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum         —         —  200000. 

Together  with  the  additional  annuity  of  10s.  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  the  term  often  years  (by  the  ill  refolution  of 
May  15,   1777.)  — ~  25000 

Amounts  in  the  whole  to  ■  225000 

Vol.  XX,  1777.  [$]  This 
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This  fum  (by  atts  parted,  in  purfuanceof  feveralrefolution* 
of  May  15,   1777)  is  to  be  raifed  in  the  following  manner  : 
By  a  tax  of  one  guinea  each  on  all  male  fervants  not  em- 
ployed in  agriculture,  hufbandry,  or  trade 1 00000 

By  additional  duties  on  glafs               ■  45000 

By  additional  (lamp  duties v-     55000 

By  a  duty  on  auctioneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  auction  37500 

Total  of  new  taxes  237500 
From  this  is  to  be  deducted,  the  annual  produce  of  the 

plate  duty,  which  is  repealed        ■ 1 2000 

t,eft  225  ooq 
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His  Majefifs  mojl  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  en 
Thurfday  the  3  \Jl  Day  of  Octo- 
ber,  1776. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

NOTHING  could  have  afford- 
ed  me  fo  much  farisfaction 
as  to  have  been  able  to  inform  >  cu, 
at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  that 
the  troubles,  which  have  fo  long 
diltratted  my  colonies  in  North 
America,  were  at  an  end  ;  and 
that  my  unhappy  people,  reco- 
vered from  their  deluiion,  had  de- 
livered themfelves  from  the  op- 
preilion  of  their  leaders,  and  re- 
turned to  their  duty  :  but  fo  daring 
and  defperate  is  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
leaders,  whofe  objeft  has  always 
been  dominion  and  power,  that 
they  have  now  openly  renounced 
s'l  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and 
all  political  connection  with  this 
country  :  they  have  rejected,  with 
qircum  fiances  of  indignity  and  in- 
fult,  the  means  of  conciliation  held 
out  to  them  under  the  authority  of 
our  commiflion  ;  and  have  pre- 
fumed  to  fet  up  their  rebellious 
confederacies  for  independent 
ftates.  If  their  treafon  be  fuffered 
to  take  root,  much  mifchief  muft 
grow  from  it,  to  the  fafety  of  my 
.loyal  colonies,  to  the  commerce  of 
my  kingdoms,  and  indeed  to  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  all  Europe,    One 


great  advantage,  however,  will 
be  derived  from  the  objeft  of  the 
rebels  being  openly  avowed,  and 
clearly  underftood  ;  we  ihall  have 
unanimity  at  home,  founded  in 
the  general  conviction  of  the  juftice 
and  necelfity  of  our  meafures. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that, 
by  the  bleliing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  the  good  conduct  ard  va- 
lour of  my  officers  and  forces  by 
fea  and  find,  and  on  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in 
my  fen  ice,  Canada  is  recovered  ; 
and  although,  from  unavoidable 
delays,  the  operations  at  New 
York  could  not  begin  before  the 
month  of  Auguft,  the  fuccefs  in 
that  province  has  been  fo  import- 
ant as  to  give  the  ftrongeft  hopes 
of  the  moil  decifive  good  confe- 
quences  :  but,  notwithstanding  this 
fair  prol'pect,  we  muft,  at  all 
events,  prepare  for  another  cam- 
paign. 

I  continue  to  receive  alTurances 
cf  amity  from  the  feveral  courts  of 
Europe  ;  and  am  ufing  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  conciliate  unhappy 
differences  between  two  neighbour- 
ing powers ;  and  I  ftill  hope,  that 
all  mifunderftandings  may  be  re- 
moved, and  Europe  continue  to 
er.joy  the  ineftimable  bleffings  of 
peace  :  I  think  neverthelefs  that, 
in  the  prefent  fuuation  of  affairs, 
it  is  expedient  that  we  fhould  be  in 
[S]  z  a  re- 
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a  refpectable  ftate  of  defence  at 
home. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  will  order  the  eftimates  for  the 
ehfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
It  is  matter  of  real  concern  to  me, 
that  the  important  confederations 
which  I  have  ftated  to  you  muft  ne- 
ceftarily  be  followed  by  great  ex- 
pence  :  I  doubt  not,  however,  but 
that  my  faithful  commons  will  rea- 
dily and  chearfully  grant  me  fuch 
fupplies,  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  honour  of  my  crown,  the  vin- 
dication of  the  juft  rights  of  par- 
liament, and  the  publick  welfare, 
ihall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
In  this  arduous  conteft  I  can  have 
no  other  objedl  but  to  promote  the 
true  interefts  of  all  my  fubjecTs. 
No  people  ever  enjoyed  more  hap- 
pinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  go- 
vernment, than  thofe  now  revolted 
provinces :  the  improvements  in 
every  art,  of  which  they  boaft,  de- 
clare it:  their  numbers,  their 
wealth,  their  flrength  by  fea  and 
land,  which  they  think  fufticient 
to  enable  them  to  make  head 
againft  the  whole  power  of  the 
the  mother  country,  are  irrefrag- 
able proofs  of  it.  My  defiie  is  to 
reftore  to  them  the  bleffings  of  law 
and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by 
every  Britifh  fubject,  which  they 
have  fatally  and  defperately  ex- 
changed for  all  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of 
their  chiefs. 

The  bumble  Addrsjs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Tcii:poral  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfanbled. 

Moil  graciou;  Sovereign, 

W'E,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjects,  flic 


lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  afiembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from   the  throne. 

It  is  with  the  trueft  fatisfaction 
we  congratulate  your  majefty  on 
the  fuccefs  of  your  arms  in  the 
province  of  New  York,  the  reco- 
very of  Canada,  and  the  fair  pro- 
fpecl  of  deciftve  good  confequences, 
which,  under  the  blefting  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  is  now  opened 
by  the  firmnefs  of  your  majefty's 
councils,  the  valour  and  good  con- 
duct of  your  majefty's  officers  and 
forces  by  fca  and  land,  and  by  the 
zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxiliary 
troops  in  your  majefty's  fervice. 

We  beg  leave  to  afiure  your  ma- 
jefty, that  nothing  would  have 
given  us  equal  happinefs  to  the 
having  been  informed  by  your  ma- 
jefty, at  the  opening  of  this  felnon, 
that  the  troubles,  which  have  fo 
long  diftracled  North  America, 
had  been  at  an  end ;  that  your 
majefty's  unhappy  people  in  thofe 
provinces  had  recovered  from  their 
deluilon,  and,  awakened  by  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  misfortunes  and  mif- 
doings,  had  delivered  themfelves 
from  the  oppreftion  of  their  leaders, 
and  were  returned  to  their  duty. 
While  we  lament  that  your  ma-  , 
jefty's  humane  and  merciful  inten-  , 
wons  have  been  fruftrated  by  the 
neglect  fhewn  to  the  means  of  con- 
ciliation, notified  under  the  autho- 
rity of  your  majefty's  royal  eom- 
miffion,  we  feel  the  ltrongeft  indig- 
nation at  the  infolent  manner  in 
which  they  were  rejected  ;  and  we 
want  words  to  exprefs  our  abhor- 
rence of  the  defperate  fpirit  of 
thofe  overbearing  men,  who  with 
an  infatiabie  third  of  power  and 
dominion,  which  has  uniformly' 
actuated  all  their  proceedings,  have 

now 
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now  renounced  allegiance  to  the 
crown,  and  all  political  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain  ;  and, 
with  an  arrogance  equal  to  the 
enormity  of  the  attempt,  left  a 
doubt  of  their  real  deiigns  fhould 
remain  on  the  breaft  of  any  perfon 
whatever,  have  fet  up  their  rebel- 
lious confederacies  for  independent 
ftates.  We  are  fully  aware  of  the 
mifchief  which  would  accrue  from 
the  fuccefs  of  this  treafon,  to  your 
majefty's  loyal  colonies  to  the 
commerce  of  this  nation,  and, 
more  remotely  indeed  but  not  lefs 
certainly,  to  the  fyftem  of  Eu- 
rope, 2nd  to  every  ftate  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe  pofiefied  of 
diftant  colonic?. 

We  reflect  with  pleafure  on  the 
advantage  which  will  be  de- 
rived from  the  object  of  the  rebels 
being  openly  avowed  and  clearly 
underftood,  the  unanimity  n 
will  prevail  at  home,  founded  in  a 
conviction  of  the  juilicr  and  necef- 
fity  of  your  majefty  s  meafures. 
Infpired  with  the  lame  zeal  for  the 
caufe  of  our  country  which  ani- 
mates the  kingdom  at  large,  we 
will  lleadily  fupport  your  majefty 
in  the  vindication  of  the  honour 
cf  your  crown,  and  the  juft  rights 
of  parliament,  and  will  cheartully 
concur  in  making  the  neceilary 
provifions    for   thole     great     pur- 

The  affurances  of  amity,  which 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
From  the  teveral  courts  of  Europe, 
afford  us  great  fatiifaclion  ;  we  en- 
tertain the  moll  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  endeavours,  which  your  ma- 
jefty is  exerting  to  conciliate  un- 
happy differences  between  two 
neighbouring  powers ;  and  we  truit 
that,  by  your  majefty's  &ulpi 
endeavours,  thefe  mifunderitand- 
ings  will  be  removed,  and  Europe 


continue  to  enjoy  the  inefumable 
bleiiing?  of  peace.  Permit  us,  bir, 
at  the  fame  time  to  return  ycur 
majeHy  cur  dutiful  thanks  fc: 
provident  attention  iii  guarding 
againft  any  events  v  arile 

out  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  af- 
fair*, by  keeping  us  in  a  refpecta- 
ble  ftate  of  defence  at  home. 

With  hearts  full  of  duty  2nd 
gratitude,  we  acknowledge  the 
happinefs,  which,  under  your  ma- 
jefty's mild  government,  is  extend- 
ed to  every  part  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire ;  of  which  the  late  flourifhing 
ftate  of  the  revolted  provinces, 
their  numbers,  their  wealth,  their 
ftrength  by  fea  and  lr.nd,  which 
they  think  futHcient  to  enable 
them  to  make  head  againft  the 
whole   power  of  the  mother  coun- 

.    [hew    that   they   have  abon- 
dantlv  participated.      And  we  ear- 
,     hope,   that    your    majefty's 
paternal  object,   of  reftoring 

ies  to  tiie  happy 
condition  from  which,  by  their 
own  mifcondoft,  they  are  wretch- 
edly fallen,  will  be  fpeedily  at- 
tained. 


Protefi   cf  the  L : 

Dlejc-z-is,  310  Ocl.  1776. 

UPON  the  motion  for  the  above 
addrefs  an  amendment  waa 
moved  bv  the  Marqins  of  Rock- 
ingham, and  feconded  by  the 
Duke  of  Manchefter,  which  pro- 
duced a  long  debate  ;  when  the 
quenion  being  put,  the  houfe  di- 
vided, 

Contents     -       -     26 
Non-contents   Sz  1 
Proxies    -     -     9  j" 
The  queftion    was  next  put  on 
the    addrefs,     and    carried   in   the 
affirmative. 

;3  Difcn- 
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Difentient, 

For  the  reafons  contained  in  the 
amendment  propofed  and  rejected, 
viz. 

"  To  afTure  his  majefly,  that 
animated  with  the  moil  earneft 
and  fincere  zeal  for  his  true  interelt, 
and  the  real  ^lory  of  his  reign,  we 
behold  with  inexpreflible  concern, 
the  minds  of  a  very  large,  and 
lately  loyal  and  affectionate  part  of 
his  people,  entirely  alienated  from 
his  government.  Nor  can  we  con- 
ceive, that  fuch  an  event  a:  the 
difaffe&ion  and  revolt  of  a  whole 
people,  could  have  taken  place 
without  fome  confiderable  errors, 
in  the  conduct  obferved  towards 
them. 

"  Thefe  erroneous  meafures  we 
conceive  are  to  be  imputed  to  a 
want  of  fufficient  information  being 
laid  before  parliament ;  and  to  too 
large  a  degree  of  confidence  being 
repofed  in  thofe  minifters,  who 
from  their  duty  were  obliged,  and 
from  their  official  fituation  were 
bell  enabled  to  know  the  temper 
and  difpofition  of  his  majefly's 
American  fubjedts  ;  and  were, 
therefore,  prefumed  moll  capable 
of  pointing  out  fuch  meafures  as 
might  produce  the  moll  falutary 
effect.  Hence  the  fchemes  which 
were  formed  for  the  reduction  and 
chaflifement  of  a  fuppofed  inconfi- 
derable  party  of  factious  men,  have 
driven  thirteen  large  provinces  to 
defpair !  Every  act  which  has 
been  propofed  as  a  means  of  pro- 
curing peace  and  febmifnon,  has 
become  a  new  caufe  of  war  and  re- 
volt; and  we  now  find  ourfelves 
almofl  inextricably  involved  in  a 
bloody  and  expenfive  civil  war, 
which  befides  exhauiting,  at  pre- 
fent,  the  llrength  of  his  majefly's 


the  defigns  of  their,  and  our  ene- 
mies, and  leaving  this  kingdom  in 
a  mod  perilous  fituation,  threatens 
in  its  iffue,  the  mod  deplorable 
calamities,  to  the  whole  Britiih 
race. 

«'  We  cannot  avoid  lamenting, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  credit 
afforded  to  the  reprefentations  of 
minifters,  no  hearing  has  been 
given  to  the  reiterated  complaints 
and  petitions  of  the  colonies :  nei- 
ther has  any  ground  been  laid,  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
thefe  unhappy  differences,  which 
took  their  rife  from  queftions  rela- 
tive to  parliamentary  proceedings, 
and  can  be  fettled  only  by  parlia- 
mentary authority.  By  this  fatal 
omiffion,  the  commiflioners  nomi- 
nated for  the  apparent  purpofe  of 
making  peace,  were  furniihed  with 
no  legal  power,  but  thofe  of  giv- 
ing or  withholding  pardons  at 
their  pleafure  ;  and  of  relaxing  the 
feverities  of  a  fingle  penal  act  of 
parliament,  leaving  the  whole 
foundation  of  this  unhappy  contro- 
verfy  as  it  flood  at  the  beginning. 

"  To  reprefent  to  his  majefly, 
that  in  addition  to  this  neglect, 
when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft 
feffion,  his  majefly,  in  his  graci- 
ous fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, had  declared  his  refolu- 
tion  of  fending  out  commifiioners 
for  the  purpofes  therein  expreffed, 
as  fpeedilyas  poilible;  nofuchcom- 
mifiioners  were  lent,  until  nearly 
feven  months  afterwards  j  and  un- 
til the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  only  town,  then 
held  for  his  majefly,  in  the  thir- 
teen united  colonies.  By  this  de- 
lay, acts  of  the  mofl  critical  na- 
ture, the  effect  of  which  mull  as 
much  depend   upon  the   power  of 


dominions,  expofmg  our  allies  to    junmediatety  relaxing  them  on  fub- 
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million,  as  in  enforcing  them  upon 
difobedience,  had  only  an  opera- 
tion to  inflame  and  exafperate. 
But  if  any  colony,  town,  or  place, 
had  been  induced  to  fubmit  by  the 
operation  of  the  terrors  of  thofe 
acts,  there  were  none  in  the  place, 
of  power  fufficient  to  reftore  the 
people  fo  fubmitting  to  the  com- 
mon right  of  fubjection.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies,  apprized 
that  they  were  put  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  government,  and  feeing 
no  means  provided  for  their  enter- 
ing into  it,  were  furnifhed  with 
reafons  but  too  colourable,  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

"  To  allure  his  majefty,  that 
removing  our  confidence  from  thofe 
who  in  fo  many  inftances  have 
grofly  abufed  it,  we  lhall  endea- 
vour to  reftore  to  parliament,  the 
confidence  of  all  his  people. 

11  To  this  end,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  make  a  more  minute  en- 
quiry into  the  grievances  of  the  co- 
lonies, as  well  as  into  the  conduct 
of  minifters,  with  regard  to  them. 
We  may  think  it  proper,  particu- 
larly, to  enquire  how  it  has  hap- 
pened, that  the  commerce  of  this 
kingdom  has  been  left  expofed  to 
the  reprifals  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
very  time  that  their  feamen  and 
fifhermen  being  indifcriminately 
prohibited  from  the  peaceable  ex- 
ercife  of  their  occupations,  and  de- 
clared open  enemies,  muft  be  ex- 
pected, with  a  certain  aflurance,  to 
betake  themfelves  to  plunder,  and 
to  wreak  their  revenge  on  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain. 

11  That  we  underftand,  that 
amidft  the  many  difafters  and  dif- 
graces  which  have  attended  on  his 
majefty's  arms  in  many  parts  of 
America,  an  advantage  has  been 


gained  by  his  majefty's  Britilh  and 
foreign  mercenary  forces,  in  the 
province  of  New  York.  That  if 
a  wife,  moderate  and  prudent  ufe 
be  made  of  this  advantage,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  happy  effects 
may  refult  from  that  ufe.  And  we 
allure  his  majefty,  that  nothing 
lhall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  en- 
able his  majefty  to  take  full  advan- 
tage of  any  difpofitions  to  reconci- 
liation, which  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  miferies  of  war,  by 
laying  down,  on  our  part,  real  per- 
manent grounds  of  connection  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colo- 
nies, on  principles  of  liberty  and 
terms  of  mutual  advantage. 

"  That  whilft  we  lament  this 
effulion  of  Englilh  blood,  (which 
we  hope  has  not  been  greater  or 
other  than  neceffity  required  and 
honour  juftified)  we  fhould  molt 
heartily  congratulate  his  majefty, 
on  any  event  leading  to  the  great 
defirable  end  of  fettling  a  peace, 
which  might  promife  to  laft,  by 
the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  af- 
fection which  has  happily  fubfifted 
between  this  kingdom  and  its  co- 
lonies ;  any  other  would  neceffarily 
require,  even  in  cafe  of  a  total 
conqueft,  an  army  to  maintain, 
ruinous  to  the  finances,  and  incom- 
patible with  the  freedom  of  his  ma- 
jefty's people.  We  fhould  look 
with  the  utmoft  fhame  and  horror, 
on  any  events,  of  what  nature  fo- 
ever,  that  fhould  tend  to  break  the 
fpirit  of  any  large  part  of  the  Bri- 
tilh nation,  to  bow  them  to  an  ab- 
ject unconditional  fubmiifion  to  any 
power  whatfoever,  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them 
to  fervile  principles,  and  paffive 
habits,  by  the  mere  force  of  mer- 
cenary arms.  Becaufe,  amidft  the 
excefies  and  abules  which  have  hap- 
[6]  4.  pened, 
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pened,  we  muft  refpett  the  fpirit 
and  principles  operating  in  thefe 
commotions ;  our  wifh  is  to  regu- 
late, not  to  deftroy  them.  For 
though  differing  in  fome  circum- 
ftances,  thofe  very  principles  evi- 
dently bear  fo  exact  an  analogy 
with  thole  which  fupport  the  moil 
valuable  part  of  our  own  constitu- 
tion, that  it  is  impoffible,  with  any 
appearance  of  juftice,  to  think  of 
wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fvvord  in  any  part  of  his  majesty's 
dominions,  without  admitting  con- 
fequences,  and  eltablifhing  prece- 
dents the  molt  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom. 
Richmond,  Craven, 

Devonihire,         Fitzwiliiam, 
Portland,  Abingdon, 

Manchelter,        De  Ferrars, 
Rockingham,     Effingham, 
Scarborough,      Abergavenny, 
King,  Ponfonby." 


The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  the  humble 
thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  molt 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

While  we  lament  the  continu- 
ance of  the  troubles  which  have  {o 
long  diftrafted  your  majeity's  colo- 
nies in  North  America,  and  of  the 
calamities  and  oppreffions  which 
our  unhappy  fellow  fubjedts  are  ftill 
fuffering  under  the  arbitrary  tyran- 
ny of  their  leaders  ;  we  cannot  for- 
bear to  exprefs  our  deteftation  and 
abhorrence  of  the  audacious  and 
defperate  fpirit  of  ambition,  which 
has  at  lait  carried  thofe  leaders  fo 


far,  as  to  make  them  openly  re- 
nounce all  allegiance  to  the  crown, 
and  all  political  connexion  with 
this  country,  and  in  direct  terms 
to  prefume  to  fet  up  their  rebelli- 
ous confederacies  for  independent 
ltates. 

We  confider  their  rejection  of  the 
gracious  and  condefcending  means 
of  reconciliation,  held  out  to  them, 
under  the  authority  of  your  ma- 
jeity's commiffion,  as  a  frefh  and 
convincing  proof  that  the  object,  of 
thefe  men  has  always  been  power 
and  dominion  ;  but  we  can  impute 
the  circumltances  of  indignity  and 
infult  accompanying  this  proceed- 
ing to  no  other  motive  than  a  re- 
fentment  of  your  majefty's  firm  and 
conltant  adherence  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
parliament,  diverted  of  every  pof- 
fibje  view  of  any  feparate  iatereft3 
of  the  crown  :  and  we  beg  leave  te 
affure  your  majelty,  that  the  fame 
attachment  of  your  majefty  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  which  hath  provoked  the 
infolence  of  the  chiefs  of  this  re- 
bellion, cannot  but  operate,  as  it 
ought  to  do,  in  fixing  your  ma- 
jefty ftill  deeper,  if  pofiible,  in  the 
affections  of  a  Britifh  houfe  of  com- 
mons. 

With  reverence  and  gratitude  to 
Divine  Providence,  permit  us  to 
exprefs  our  unfeigned  joy,  and  to 
offer  our  fincere  congratulations  to 
your  majefty,  on  the  fuccefs  which 
has  attended  the  good  condudtand 
valour  of  your  majeity's  officers  and 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxi- 
liary troops  in  your  fervice,  in  the 
recovery  of  Canada,  and  in  the 
important  operations  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  York,  which  give 
the  ftrongeit  hopes  of  the  moft  dc- 
cilive  good  conferences. 

Ii 


STATE     PAPERS. 


[281 


It  is  with  much  fatisfattion  we 
learn,  that  your  majefty  continues 
to  receive  afiurances  of  amity  from 
the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  :  and 
we  thankfully  acknowledge  your 
raajeity's  goodnefs  and  paternal 
concern  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  conftant  attention 
to  preferve  the  general  tranquil- 
lity ;  and  it  is  our  moll  earneft 
wifh  that,  by  your  majefty's  inter- 
pofuion,  all  mifunderftandings  and 
differences  between  two  neighbour- 
ing powers  may  be  happily  recon- 
ciled, and  Europe  ftill  enjoy  the 
bleftings  of  peace. 

Your  faithful  commons  confider 
it  as  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  your 
majefty,  and  to  thofe  they  repre- 
feht,  to  grant  your  majefty  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  weighty  coniidera- 
tions,  which  your  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  ftate  to  us,  fhall  be 
found  to  require  ;  and  we  have  a 
well-grounded  confidence,  that,  at 
this  time,  when  the  object  of  the 
rebels  is  openly  avowed  and  clearly 
underftood,  the  general  convic- 
tion of  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of 
your  majefty's  meafures  mull  unite 
all  ranks  of  your  faithful  fubje&s 
:n  fupporting  your  majefty  with 
one  mind  and  heart  in  the  great 
national  caufe  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged. 

On  the  10th  day  of  April  the  fol- 
lowing meftage  from  the  King 
was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Lord  North. 

«  G.  REX. 

*'  TT  gives  his  majefty  much 
"  JL  concern  to  find  himfelf  obli- 
"  ged  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
'*  Commons  with  the  difficulties 
*'  he  labours  under,  by  reafon  of 
"  debts  incurred  by  the  expences 
"  of  his  houfehold,  and  of  the  ci- 


«  vil  government,  which  being 
'  computed  on  the  5  th  of  January 
c  laft,  do  amount  to  more  than 
1  6oo,oool.  His  majefty  relie9 
'  on  the  loyalty  and  affection  of 
■  his  faithful  commons,  of  which 
'  he  has  received  fo  many  fignal 

•  proofs,  for  enabling  himtodif- 
'  charge  this  debt;  and  that  they 
'  will  at  the  fame  time  make  fome 

•  further  provifion  for    the  better 

•  fupport  of  his  majefty's  houfe- 
'  hold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
1  dignity  of  his  crown. 

"  G.  R." 

A  meflage  to  the  fame  purport  was 
alfo  delivered  to  the  Lords  by 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  ; 
and  the  following  addrefs ordered 
to  be  prefented. 


The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfembled. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal 'fubjedts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  bee  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  for  yourmajefty's  moft  gracious 
meftage,  by  which  your  majefty  has 
been  pleafed  to  inform  this  houfe 
of  the  exceedings  of  the  expences 
of  your  majefty  's'houfehold  and  civil 
government,  beyond  the  revenue 
fettled  on  your  majefty  fordefraying 
the  fame  ;  and  to  afture  your  ma- 
jefty of  the  grateful  fenfe  this  houfe 
entertains  of  your  majefty's  well- 
founded  reliance  on  the  loyal  and 
affectionate  attachment  of  this 
houfe  to  your  majefty's  perfon  and 
government;  and  that,  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  tender  and  diftnter- 
efted  attachment  which  your  majefty 
has   fhewn,    through    the     whole 

courfe 
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courfeof  your  reign,  to  the  eafe  and  with  the  decreafeof  Britifh  empire, 

welfare  of  your  faithful  people,  this  manifeftly  required  the  utmoft  ceco- 

houfe  will  moft  readily  concur  in  nomy  in  the  management  of  the 

enabling  your  majefty  to  difcharge  revenues  of  the  crown,  we  cannot 

the  debts  which  occafion  your  ma-  behold,  without  aftonifhment   and 

jefty's   prefent   difficulties,  and   in  indignation,     a    profufion    in    his 

making  lbme  further  provifion  for  majefty's     minifters,     which    the 

the  better  fupport  of  your  majefty's  greateft  profperity    of  our    affairs 

houfehold,    and   the    honour    and  could  fcarcely  excufe. 


dignity  of  the  crown." 


Prottji   of  the   Lords. 
Die  Mercurii,    1 6°  Apr.  1777. 

UPON  the  motion  for  the  above     fupported  your   majelly's  grandfa 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was 


That  this  houfe,  with  the 
moft  zealous  devotion  to  your  ma- 
jelly's true  interefts,  beg  leave  to 
reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  we 
humbly  apprehend  the  clear  reve- 
nue of  8oo,oool.  a   year,    which 


moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, and  feconded  ;  when,  after 
a  warm  debate,  the  queftien  being 
put,  the  houfe  divided  ; 

Contents        -       20 
Non-contents    -  96 
The    Duke    of    Grafton    then 
moved  the  previous  queltion,  when 
the  houfe  again  divided  ; 
Contents     -     26 
Proxies       -        2 
Non-contents   go  / 
Proxies       -       Z2  S 
The  main  queftion  was  then  put, 
and  the  houfe  divided  a  third  time; 
Contents     -     9c — Proxies  22 
Non-contents  20 — Proxy       1 

DiiTentient, 


28 


ther,  of  happy  memory,  in  great 
authority  and  magnificence,  is  ful- 
ly fufficient  (if  managed  by  your 
majelly's  fervants  with  the  fame 
integrity  and  oeconomy)  to  main- 
tain alfo  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
your  majefty's  crown,  in  that  re- 
verence in  which  we  wilh,  as  much, 
at  leaft,  as  thofe  who  have  fquan- 
dered  away  the  revenues,  to  fee  it 
always  fupported. 

"  Parliament  has  already,  in 
confederation  (we  fuppofe)  of  fome 
expence  in  the  beginning  of  your 
majefty's  reign,  difcharged  the 
debts  and  incumbrances  on  the 
civil  lift  to  a  very  great  amount. 
Again  to  exceed  the  revenue  grant- 
ed by  parliament,  without  its  au- 
thority,    and    to  abufe    its   indul- 


For  thereafons  contained  in  the  gence  in  paying  one  debt,  by  con- 
amendment  propofed  and  rejected,  tracting,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  ano- 
viz.  ther  and  a  greater,  is,  on  the  firft 

"  To  afiure  his  majefty  of  the  view,  a  criminal   aft.     Your  ma- 

ioviolable  affection  and   loyalty  of  jefty's  minifters  ought  to  have  laid 

this  houfe  ;  and  that  it  is  with  the  fouie  matter  before  this  houfe,  tend- 

fincereft  affliction  we  find  our  duty  to  ing  to  fhew  thatyour  majefty's  go- 

his  majefty  and  our  country  entirely  vernment  cculd  not   be    reputably 

incompatible  with   our  compliance  fupported  on  the  provision  made  by 

with  the  requeft  made  to  us  in  his  parliament ;    whereas     they     have 

majefty's  meffage.  only   laid  before  us   the    heads  on 

"  That  at  a  time  when  the   in-  which  they  have    exceeded,  with- 

creafe  of  public  debt,  attended  out  any  thing  which  can  tend  ei- 
ther 
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ther  to  juftify  or  excufe  the  excefs ; 
and  the  only  reafon  given  to. us  for 
paying  that  debt  is,  that  your  ma- 
jefty's  minifte-rs  have  incurred  it. 

"  With  regard  to  the  further  in- 
creafe  of  your  majefty's  civil  lift  re- 
venues, we  muft  decline  any  con- 
currence therein,  not  folely  from 
motives  of  ceconomy  (though  at  no 
time  more  ftriftly  required)  but 
from  a  dread  alfo  of  the  effect  of 
fuch  an  augmentation  on  the  ho- 
nour and  integrity  of  parliament, 
by  vetting  fuch  large  fums  without 
account  in  the  hands  of  minifters, 
when  an  opinion  is  known  to  pre- 
vail, and  which  we  have  no  means 
of  contradicting— that  your  ma- 
jefty's  civil  lift  revenues  are  em- 
ployed in  creating  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly unbecoming  of  us  to  vote,  with- 
out manifeft  reafons,  great  fums 
out  of  the  property  of  your  ma- 
jetty's  fubjedts,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  applied  to  our  private  emolu- 
ment. It  is  our  duty  to  attend  to 
the  reputation  of  parliament,  and 
we  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your 


The  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Majefty 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  on  the  -]th 
DavofWiAV,  upon  prejhiting  the 
Bill  for  fettling  an  additional  Re- 
venue of  ioo,oool.  per  ann.  upon 
his  Majefty  fcr  the  Services  of  the 
Civil  Lift. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

THE  bill,  which  it  is  now  my 
duty  to  prefent  to  your  ma- 
jetty,  is  intitled  •  An  att  for  the 
better  fupport  of  his  majefty 'a 
houfehold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  cf  Great  Bri- 
tain ;'  to  which  your  commons 
humbly  beg  your  royal  affent. 

By  this  bill,  Sir,  and  the  re- 
fpectful  circumftances  which  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied  it,  your 
commons  have  given  thefulleftand 
cleared  proof  of  their  zeal  and 
affection  for  your  majetty  ;  for,  in 
a  time  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  their  confti- 
tuents  labouring  under  burthens 
almoft  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  your 
faithful    commons     poftponed    all 


majefty,  tkat  a  further  increafe  of 
the  prefent  overgrown  influence  of  other  bufinefs ;  and,  with  as  much 
the  crown  would  be  a  treacherous  difpatch  as  the  nature  of  their  pro- 
gift  from  parliament,  even  to  the 
crown  itfelf ;  as  it  will  enable  the 
minifters  to  carry  on  thofe  delufive 
fyilems  which  have  been  fatally 
adopted,  and  which,  if  purfued, 
muft  lead  to  the  ruin,  as  they  have 
already  produced  the  diftraction,  of 
this  once  great  empire." 

Abingdon,  Effingham, 

Abergavenny,      Poriland, 


Archer, 

King, 

Thanet, 

TorringtoHj 

Stamford, 


Richmond, 

Rockingham, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Devonihire, 

Manchester, 


ceedings  would  admit,  have  not 
only  granted  to  your  majefty  a  large 
prefent  fupply,  but  alfo  a  very 
great  additional  revenue ;  great, 
beyond  example ;  great  beyond 
your  majetty's  higheftexpence. 

But  all  this,  Sir,  they  have  done 
in  a  well-grounded  confidence, 
that  you  will  apply  wifely  what 
they  have  granted  liberally  ;  and 
feeling,  what  every  good  fubjecl 
muft  feel  with  the  greateft  fatis fac- 
tion, that,  under  the  direction  of 
your  majetty's  wifdom,  the  afflu- 
ence and  grandeur  of  the  fovereign 

will 
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will  reflect  dignity  and  honour  up 
on  his  people. 


The  Speech  made  hy  the  Speaker  of 
the  Honfe  of  Commons  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, on  the  6th  Day  of  June, 
previous  to  the  Prorogation  of  Par- 
liament. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR    majefty's   loyal   com- 
mons have  pafted  five  money- 
bills  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year.     The  firft,  a    bill    for   ina- 
bling  your   majefty    to   defray   the 
extra  expenses    of  the  American 
war,  and  to  make  good   the   defi- 
ciency of  the  gold  coin  ;   the  fe- 
cond,  for  raifing  five  millions   by 
annuities,    and    for  eftablilhing  a 
lottery  ;  another,  for  laying  a  tax 
upon  fervants ;  another,  for  laying 
a    tax    upon    auctions,    and   upon 
fales  of  filiates,  leafes,  and  goods, 
by  auction  ;  and  another,  for  grant- 
ing to  your  majefty  a   certain   fum 
out   of   the  finking  fund,  and  for 
appropriating    the    feveral     fums, 
granted    in     this    feflion,     to   ufes 
therein   provided  ;  to  which   your 
faithful     commons,    Sir,     humbly 
defire  your  a/Tent.  Your  commons, 
Sir,  in  the  courfe    of  the   prefent 
feflion,    have    applied   themfelves, 
with  all  poflible  diligence,  to  pub- 
lic bufinefs ;  and  have  done  all  in 
their  power   to    procure  the   eafe, 
happinefs,  and  prosperity  of  your 
fubjedts  ;     and    have    granted  the 
molt  ample  fupplies.     They  have 
ftrengthened   the  hands  of  govern- 
ment, and    have   done  all  in  their 
power  to  promote  a  fpcedy  and  ef- 
fectual  reconciliation   with    Ame- 
rica.     They    are   fully    confeious 
how  necelfary  it  is,  that  the  trou- 
bles in  America  fhould  be  amica- 


bly fettled  ;  and  that  the  Iegiflative 
authority  of  this  country  fhould  be 
eltablifhed  and  maintained  overall 
your  majefty's  dominions.  Your 
faithful  commons,  firmly  relying 
on  your  majefty's  wifdom,  and  true 
regard  to  the  intereft  of  all  your 
fubjccls,  have  ftrengthened  your 
hands  in  the  fulleft  manner;  and 
have  every  right  to  expect,  that 
your  majefty's  fubjects  in  America 
will  return  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their 
daty  ;  and  that  diforder  and  rebel- 
lion will  give  place  to  peace  and 
reconciliation. 


His  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on  the 
6lhof]unQ,    1777. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  conclufion  of  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  and  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  inconvenience 
which,  J  fear,  you  muft  have  fuf- 
fered  by  lb  long  an  attendance, 
call  upon  me  to  put  an  end  to  this 
feflion  of  parliament ;  but  I  cannot 
let  you  go  into  your  feveral  coun- 
ties, without  exprefling  my  intire 
approbation  of  your  conduct,  and 
without  thanking  you  for  the  un- 
queftionable  proofs  you  have  given 
to  me,  and  to  all  the  world,  of 
the  continuance  of  your  attachment 
to  my  perfon  and  government ;  of 
your  clear  difcernment  of  the  true 
interefts  of  your  country  ;  and  of 
your  fteady  perfeverance  in  main- 
taining the  rights  of  the  legilla- 
ture. 

Gentlemen    of    the    Houfe   of 

Commons, 
I  cannot  fufficiently  thank  you 
for  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit,   with 
which  you  have  granted  the  large 

and 
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and  extraordinary  fupplies,  which 
I  have  found  myfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  afking  of  my  faithful  com- 
mons, for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year ;  and  I  muit,  at  the  fame 
time,  acknowledge  the  particular 
marks  of  your  affection  to  me,  as 
well  in  enabling  me  to  difcharge 
the  debts  contracted  on  account  of 
my  civil  government,  as  in  making 
fo  confiderable  an  augmentation  to 
the  civil  lift  revenue,  during  my 
life. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  trull  in  the  Divine  Providence, 
that,  by  a  well-concerted  and  vi- 
gorous exertion  of  the  great  force 
you  have  put  into  my  hands,  the 
operations  of  this  campaign,  by 
fea  and  land,  will  be  bleffed  witn 
fuch  fuccefs,  as  may  moft  effectu- 
ally tend  to  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the 
re-eftabliihment  of  that  conftitu- 
tional  obedience,  which  all  the 
fubjects  of  a  free  Hate  owe  to  the 
authority  of  law. 

Then    the   lord   chancellor,    by 
his  majefty's  command,  faid  : 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Monday,  the  21ft 
day  of  July  next,  tone  then  here 
holden  ;  and  this  parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Monday, 
the  21ft  day  of  July  next. 


Dublin,  Q8,  14,  1---. 
The   Speech     of   his    Excellency    the 
Lord  Lieutenant    cf  Ireland,     to 
both  Houfes  tf  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HIS  majefty    has    been    graci- 
oufly   pleafed  to  honour  me 
with  a  moil  diftingujmed  mark  of 


his  confidence  in  appointing  me  to 
the  government  of  Ireland  :  with 
eafe  he  might  have  found  an  abler 
miniiler  ;  with  difficulty  one  more 
anxioufly  folicitous  to  juftify  his 
choice  in  meriting  your  approba- 
tion. 

Influenced  by  that  benevolent 
fpirit  which  may  juftly  command 
the  affections  of  all  his  fubjects,  his 
instructions  to  me  are  to  co-operate 
with  his  parliament  in  every 
meafure  which  can  promote  the 
improvement,  infure  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  cherifh  the  true  interefts, 
of  this  kingdom. 

The  increafe  of  his  majefty's 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  a 
princefs,  cannot  but  be  confidered 
as  a  moft  pleafing  and  interefting 
event. 

With  very  particular  fatisfaction 
I  hear  of  the  confiderable  progrefs 
which  agriculture  is  daily  making  ; 
and  that  the  great  fource  of  the 
profperity  of  this  country,  the  li- 
nen manufacture,  continues  to  flou- 
rifh.  No  objects  can  more  juftly 
claim  your  confideration. 

The  educating  the  diftreffed 
children  of  the  nation  in  found 
principles,  and  the  early  training 
them  to  habits  of  ufeful  labour,  is 
of  fuch  importance,  that  1  mull 
not  omit  recommending  the  pro- 
teftant  charter-fchools  to  your  pro- 
tection . 

Gentlemen    of    the    Houfe     of 
Commons, 

That  you  may  be  perfectly  ap- 
prized of  the  true  ftate  of  your  af- 
fairs, I  have  directed  the  proper 
ofHcers  to  lay  the  national  accounts 
before  you  ;  thoroughly  confident, 
that  your  wifdom,  your  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  his  majefty's  govern  • 
ment,  and  your  attachment  to  the 
effential 
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eflential  welfare  of  this  kingdom, 
will  induce  you  to  make  fuch  a 
provifion  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  your  coun- 
try, and  the  exigencies  of  the  pub- 
lic fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  decline  making  any  profeffions 
relative  to  my  future  conduct :  it 
is  by  the  tenor  of  my  actions  that 
the  character  of  my  adminiftratiop 
mull:  be  determined. 


Dublin  CajUe,  Oil.  1 6.  The 
houfes  of  lords  and  commons  hav- 
ing refolved  upon  humble  addrefles 
to  his  majefty,  the  fame,  together 
with  addrefles  from  both  houfes  to 
the  lord  lieutenant,  were  this  day 
pre  fen  ted  tq  his  excellency  ;  and, 
with  his  excellency's  anfwers,  are 
as  follow  : 

To  the  Kings  Mojl  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  z«(  Parliament 
affcmbled. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty's  mod  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament aflembled,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  majefty  with  the 
molt  dutiful  and  fincere  profeflions 
of  our  unalterable  loyalty  and  firm 
attachment  to  your  majefty's  per- 
fon,  family,  and  government. 

We  .cannot  but  acknowledge  the 
many  and  great  bleflings  which  we 
have  enjoyed  during  your  aufpici- 
ous  reign,  and  molt  humbly  aflure 
your  majefty,  that,  animated  as 
v  c  are  with  the  warmeft  fentiments 
of  duty  and  gratitude,  we  fhall 
ever  be  ready  to  fhew  our  thank- 


fulnefs  to  your  majefty,  by  our 
zealous  endeavours  to  fupport  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown, 
and  to  render  your  majefty's  go- 
vernment happy  and  profperous  to 
yourfelf  and  your  people. 

We  cannot  but  exprefs  to  your 
majefty  the  juft  fenfe  we  have  of 
your  majefty's  tender  and  paternal 
regard,  in  having  been  gracioufly 
plealed  to  commit  the  government 
cf  this  kingdom  to  his  Excellency 
John  Ea;l  of  Buckinghamshire, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  defcent 
from  anceftcrs  eminent  for  their 
knowledge  of  and  attachment  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their 
country,  hath  thole  tried  and  ap- 
proved abilities  which  afford  us  the 
pleafing  profpecl  that  his  admini- 
stration will  be  productive  of  the 
moft  folid  advantages  to  this  king- 
dom. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  our  moft 
grateful  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  inftructions  to  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  co-operate 
with  your  parliament  in  every 
meafure  which  can  promote  the 
improvement,  infure  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  cherifh  the  true  interefts, 
of  this  kingdem. 

The  addition  made  to  your  ma- 
jefty's domeftick  happinefs  by  the 
birth  of  another  princefs  affords  us 
the  higheft  pleafure  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  as  it  adds  Strength  to  our 
hopes  that  there  never  will  be 
wanting  one  defcended  from  your 
majefty  totranfmit  the  bleflings  we 
enjoy  to  the  lateit  pofterity, 

We  have  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  thofe  great  ob- 
jects recommended  to  us  from  the 
throne;  the  increafe  of  agriculture, 
the  profperity  of  the  linen  manur 
fa&ure,  and  the  educating  of  the 
diftrefled 
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diitrefled  children  of  the  nation  in 
found  principles,  and  training  of 
them  to  habits  of  induftry  :  and 
we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  ma- 
jefty,  that,  in  the  confideration  of 
thole  great  objects,  and  all  others 
that  may  come  before  us,  we   will 

f»roceed  with  that  attention  anddi- 
igence  which  may  bed  conduce  to 
the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
and  evince  our  ardent  deiire  to  pre- 
ferve  and  obtain  your  majefty's  fa- 
vourable countenance  and  approba- 
tion. 

vj  r  .  c  Cler. Parliament. 
Law.  Uayer,       } 

To  the  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  Bitrgeffes  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfembled. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majeity  s  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
afiembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
aifure  your  majeity,  that  we  have, 
from  the  fulleil  experience,  the 
moil  grateful  fenfe  of  that  be- 
nevolent fpirit  which  conilantly 
governs  your  royal  bieaft,  and 
ooght  to  command  the  ahections  of 
all  your  fubjects. 

Your  majeity's  gracious  inflec- 
tions to  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  co-operate  with  the 
parliament  in  every  meafure  that 
can  promote  the  improvement,  in- 
fure  the  happirefs,  and  cherifh  the 
trueinterefts.,  uf  this  kingdom,  are 
frefh  inftances  of  your  majelly's  pa- 
ternal care  of  your  people,  and 
claim  our  warmeft  acknowledge- 
ments. 

With  the  utmoft  fincerity  we  pre- 
fect our  humble  congratulations  to 
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yoar  majefty  on  the  happy  increafe 
of  your  royal  family  by  the  birth  of 
a  princefs ;  not  only  rejoicing  ia 
that  moll  pleafing  event,  as  inter- 
esting to  your  majelly's  domeftic 
happinefs,  butjuftly  confidering  it 
as  adding  ft  ill  further  llrength  to 
your  royal  houfe,  and  to  that  fuc- 
ceffion  on  which  the  fecurity  of  our 
religion  and  liberties  fo  e/Tentially 
depend. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majelly's  goodnefs  in  the  protec- 
tion you  have  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  ro  give  to  the  agriculture 
of  this  kingdom,  which  cannot  but 
engage  the  attention  of  all  who 
wilh  to  fee  their  country  flourifh  in 
the  great  articles  of  population, 
induttry   and  plenty. 

Imprefled  with  the  warmeft  fenfe 
of  the  goodnefs  with  which  thofe 
great  objects  of  our  national  pro- 
fperity,  the  linen  manufacture  and 
the  Protectant  Charter  Schools,  have 
been  recommended  to  us  from  the 
throne,  we  will  not  omit  to  take 
them  into  our  moft  ferious  confi- 
deration ;  che  one  being  jultly  to 
be  regarded  as  the  moll  certain 
fourct  dJ  wealth,  and  theotherthe 
molt  erFectual  means  of  reclaiming 
numbers  of  the  people  from  floth, 
ignorance  and  vice. 

Animated  no  lefs  by  our  attach- 
meni  .0  the  eflential  welfare  of  this 
kin  lorn,  than  by  our  zeal  for  the 
boa  jur  of  your  majelly's  govern- 
ment, we  will  mo:t  chearfully 
make  luch  a  provifion  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  fervice,  as 
may  be  fui table  to  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  country. 

We  cannot  do  juftice  to  the 
hopes  we  entertain  of  public  fatif- 
faction  and  happinefs  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Earl  of  Buck- 
inghamfrure,  without  moft  thank- 
fully 
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fully  acknowledging  your  majefty's 
aoodnefs  in  placing  us  under  the 
government  of  a  nobleman,  whofe 
abilities  and  integrity  have  been 
already  fo  amply  proved  in  a  fta- 
tion  of  diftinguifhed  confidence  and 
importance,  and  who,  we  are  fully 
affured,  will  not  fail,  upon  every 
occafion,  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft,  in  fulfilling  your  majefty's 
moft  gracious  intentions  for  the 
benefit  and  profperity  of  the  peo- 
ple committed  to  his  care. 

^•/^'■' Ider.  Dom.  Com. 
o.  L  are-Tv,  J 

To  bis  Excellency  John  Earl  of  'Buck- 
ingham fhire/  Lord  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland. 

The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parlia- 
ment afje?nbled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE,  his  majefty's  moft  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  aflembled,  return  your 
excellency  our  moft  fincere  thanks 
for  your  fpeech  from  the  throne  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  excellency  upon  your  appoint- 
ment to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom.  His  majefty,  ever  in- 
fluenced by  that  benevolent  fpirit 
whk»i  muft  juftly  command  the 
affections  of  all  his  people,  could 
not  have  given  us  a  more  diftin- 
guifhed mark  of  his  regard  than 
by  placing  at  the  head  of  this 
kingdom  a  nobleman  eminent  for 
his  abilities  and  experience  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  defcended  from  an- 
ceftors  illuftrious   for  their  know- 
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ledge  of  the  laws,  and  their  at- 
tachment to  theconftitution.  And 
we  fhall  moft  chearfully  co-operate 
with  your  excellency  in  every  mea- 
fure  which  can  promote  the  im- 
provement, infare  the  happinefs, 
and  cherifh  the  true  interefts;  of 
this  kingdom  ;  fatisfied,  that  the 
profperity  of  his  people  is  the  great 
objeel  of  his  majefty's  wifhes,  and 
of  your  excellency's  adminiftration. 
We  rejoice  with  your  excellency 
on  the  increafe  of  his  majefty's 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  aho- 
ther  princefs  ;  as  every  fuch  event 
gives  us  an  additional  fecurity  to 
our  religion,  laws,  and  liberty. 

We  cannot  fufhciently  acknow-? 
ledge  our  gratitude  to  your  excel- 
lency for  the  kind  fatisfaction  you 
exprefs  on  the  improving  ftate  of 
agriculture,  and  of  the  linen  ma- 
nufactory in  this  country  ;  objedls 
of  the  higheft  confideration  to  us, 
and  of  which  we  fhall  exert  our  ut- 
moft efforts  to  promote  and  extend 
the  progrefs. 

The  Charter  Schools,  fo  ftrongly 
recommended  to  us  by  your  excel- 
lency, will  ever  be  a  principal  ob- 
ject of  our  care;  fully  feniible  of. 
the  importance  of  educating  the 
diftreffed  children  of  this  nation  in 
found  principles,  and  the  early  - 
training  them  to  habits  of  induftry. 
Thoroughly  convinced  of  your 
excellency's  good  wifhes  and  inten- 
tions for  the  fervice  a-nd  profperity 
of  this  country,  we  entertain  the 
fulleft  and  moft  pleafing  confidence, 
that  your  excellency  will  have  the 
fatisfadl ion  of  finding  your  admini- 
ftration equally  beneficial  to  us, 
and  eafy  and  honourable  to  your- 
felf. 

WWamGayer,  ?  CleriParliament, 
Ldzv.  Gajery       $ 

Hit 
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Hii  Excellency 's  A  fiver, 

"  My  Lords, 
u  Your  lordfhips  will  accept  of 
•'  my  bed  thanks  for  this  moil 
"  obliging  addrefs.  It  will  ever 
*!  be  my  ambition  to  cultivate  the 
*'  favourable  fentiments  which  you 
"  have  conceived  of  me,  by  an 
*•  invariable  attention  to  the  irel- 
"  fare  of  this  kingdom." 

I'o  bis  Excellency  John  if  «r/ ^Buck- 
inghamshire, Lord  Lieutenant 
General,  and  General  Governor, 
of  Ireland. 

The  bumble  Addrefs    cf  the  K> 

Citizens,  and  Burgeffts,    in    Par- 
liament affembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

Wnis  majeily's  mod  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
ifiembled,  beg  leave  to  return  to 
your  excellency  our  (ulcere  thanko 
for  your  moll  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

ImprelTed  at  all  time;  with  the 
deepell  lenfe  of  his  majeily's  pa- 
ternal regard  to  the  welfare  of  his 
fubje£ts,  we  ice  it  particularly  in- 
danced  in  his  appointing  a  chief 
governor  of  this  kingdom,  whofe 
approved  integrity,  and  whofe  cul- 
tivated talents  are  ornaments  to 
the  ftation  which  he  fills  ;  and 
whofe  defcent  from  anceilors  emi- 
nent for  their  learning  in  the  laws, 
and  their  zeal  for  the  prefervation 
of  our  condifution,  prefage  pro- 
sperity to  the  country  over  which 
he  i'>  to  prefide. 

We  observe  with  plcafure  your 
excellency's  early  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  and 
the  flourishing  itate  of  the  iir.cn 
manufacture  :  we  fliall  not  fail  en 
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our  part  to  pay  them  that  regard, 
which  matters  of  fuch  great  im- 
portance deferve. 

.As  the  educating  the  infant  poor 
in  the  protedant  religion,  and  the 
training  them  in  habits  of  indudry, 
are  objects  of  humanity  as  well  as 
or  policy,  we  are  doubly  bound  to 
afford  protection  to  the  charter 
fchools  of  this  kingdom. 

We  Shall  accurately  confider  the 
•  f  the  public  accounts,  and 
chearfully  make  fuch  a  provifion  as 
may  be  fuitable  to  thecircumflances 
of  this  country,  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  lcrvice. 

We  found  our  hopes  of  your  ex- 
cellency's administration,  up™ 
better  omens  than  thofe  of  mere 
alTurances  ;  and  we  are  happy  in 
having  a  chief  governor,  who 
chufes  rather  to  reit  his  character 
upon  his  conduct  than  upun  his 
professions. 

H -/^Zcier.  Dom.  Com. 

His    Ex .  Anj\<:er. 

"  My  warmed  acknowledgments 
M  are  due  to  the  houie  of  commons 
"  for  their  mod  pleafin^  and  af- 
\*  feaion ate  addrefs.  Their  good 
"  opinion  will  ever  be  my  favou-- 
"  rite  object.  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
"  merit  the  continuance  of  it,  by 
"  equally,  from  duty  and  incli- 
*l  nation <  fulfilling  his  rnajefty.l 
•'  commands  in  promoting  the 
44  profperity  of  Ireland." 


Tranfatzon  of  a  Memorial  prefer.?. •a 
by  Sir  lofeph  Yorke  to  the  States 
General,  on  the  %\fl  of  February 
1 "-. 
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IXCE  the  commencement  of 

the  unnatural  rebellion,  which 

[T]  has 
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has  broke  out  in  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies againft  the  legal  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  mother  country,  the 
underfjgned  ambafTador  extra  - 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has 
had  frequent  occafions  to  addrefs 
himfelf  to  your  high  mightine/Tes, 
in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  to  en- 
gage them  by  all  motives  of  na- 
tional intereft,  of  good  neighbour- 
hood, of  friendfhip,  and  finally  of 
treaties,  to  put  a  Hop  to  the  clan- 
deftine  commerce  which  is  carried 
on  between  their  fubjecls  and  the 
rebels.  If  the  meafures  which 
your  high  mightineiTes  have  thought 
proper  to  take  had  been  as  effica- 
cious as  your  afTurances  have  been 
amicable,  the  underfigned  would 
not  now  have  been  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceffity  of  bringing  to 
the  cognizance  of  your  high  migh- 
tineiTes, facts  of  the  molt  ferious 
nature. 

The  king  hath  hitherto  borne, 
with  unexampled  patience,  the 
irregular  conduct  of  your  fubjetfs 
in  their  interefted  commerce  at  St. 
Euftatia,  as  alfo  in  America.  His 
majefty  has  always  flattered  him- 
felf, that  in  giving  time  to  your 
high  mightineiTes  to  examine  to 
the  bottom  this  conduct,  fo  ir- 
regular and  fo  infufFerable,  they 
would  have  taken  meafures  necef- 
fary  to  reprefs  the  abufe,  to  re- 
ftrain  their  fubjects  within  bounds, 
and  to  make  them  refpect  the 
rights  and  friendfhip  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  complaints  which  I  have 
orders  to  make  to  their  high  migh- 
tineffes,  are  founded  upon  authen- 
tic documents  annexed  to  this  me- 
morial, where  their  high  mighti- 
nefles  will  fee  with  aftonifhment, 
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and  I  doubt  not  at  the  fame  time 
with  difpleafure,  that  their  new 
governor,  Mr.  Van  Graaf,  after 
having  permitted  an  illicit  com- 
merce at  St.  Euftatia,  hath  paf- 
fed  his  forgetfulnefs  of  his  duty  to 
the  point  of  conniving  at  the  Ame- 
ricans in  their  hoftile  equipments, 
and  the  permitting  the  feizure  of 
an  Englifh  veffel,  by  an  Ameri- 
can pirate,  within  cannon  fhot  of 
that  ifland.  And  in  aggravation 
to  the  affront  given  to  the  Englifh 
nation,  and  to  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  to  return  from  the  fortrefs 
of  his  government  the  falute  of  a 
rebel  flag.  In  return  to  the  ami- 
cable reprefentations  made  by  the 
prefident  of  the  neighbouring  itiand 
of  St.  Chriftopher,  on  thefe  facts 
of  notoriety,  M.  Van  Graaf  has 
anfwered  in  a  manner  the  mod 
vague  and  unfatisfa&ory,  refufing 
to  enter  at  all  into  the  fubject, 
or  into  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  with  a  member  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  council  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's,  difpatched  by  the  prefi- 
dent for  that  purpofe  to  St.  Eu- 
ftatia. 

After  exhibiting  the  documents 
annexed,  nothing  remains  with  me 
but  to  add,  that  the  king  who  had 
read  them,  not  with  lefs  furprize 
than  indignation,  hath  ordered  me 
to  exprefsly  demand  of  your  high 
mightineiTes,  a  formal  difavowal 
of  the  falute  by  Fort  Orange,  at 
St.  Euftatia,  to  the  rebel  fhip,  the 
difmiffion  and  immediate  recall 
of  Governor  Van  Graaf,  and  to 
declare  further,  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty,  that  until  that  fatisfa&ion 
is  given,  they  are  not  to  expect 
that  his  majefty  will  fuffer  him- 
felf to  be  amufed  by  mere  afTur- 
ances, or  that  he  will   delay  one 
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inftant  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
he  (hall  think  due  to  the  interefts 
and  dignity  of  his  crown. 

(Signed)  Jos.  Yorke. 

Given  at  the  Hague,  Feb.  21,  1777. 

Memorial  delivered  by  Order  of  the 
States  General,  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  in  anfwcr  to  the 
above  Memorial,  by  the  Envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  Plenipotentiary  of 
their  High  Mightinefjes. 

SIRE, 
IT  is  with  the  moft  profound 
refpect,  that  the  under-figned  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  plenipoten- 
tiary of  their  high  mightinefTes, 
in  confequence  of  the  orders  which 
he  hath  received,  hath  the  honour 
to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that 
the  memorial  which  your  ambaffa- 
dor  hath  prefented  to  their  high 
mightinefTes  on  the  21ft  of  laft 
month,  has  touched  them  very 
fenfibly;  that  they  rind  themfelves 
obliged  to  make  complaint  of  the 
reproaches  which  are  contained  in 
it,  as  if  their  high  mightinefTes 
were  to  be  fufpected  of  a  will  and 
intention  of  amufing  your  majefty 
by  amicable  aiTurances,  which  they 
have  falfified  by  their  acts  ;  alio 
of  the  menacing  tone  which  reigns 
in  that  memorial,  and  appears  to 
their  high  mightinefTes  too  highly 
itrained,  beyond  that  which  is  the 
accorded  and  accuftomed  manner, 
and  that  ought  to  take  place  be- 
tween two  fovereign  and  indepen- 
dent powers,  and  efpecialiy  be- 
tween two  neighbouring  powers, 
which  have  been,  of  To  many  years 
continuance,  united  by  the  ties  of 
good  harmony  and  mutual  friend- 
ship. 

Their   high    mightinefTes    truft 
that  on   all  occafions,    and  parti- 


cularly in  refpecl.  to  the  unfortu- 
nate troubles  of  your  majefty's  co- 
lonies in  America,  they  have  held 
a  conduct  towards  your  majefty, 
which  has  been  expected  from  a 
good  neighbour,  and  a  friendly 
and  affectionate  power. 

Their  high  mightinefTes,  Sire, 
hold  your  majefty's  friend  (hip  in 
the  highell  eftimation,  and  wiih 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
(as  far  as  the  honour  and  dignky 
of  their  ftate  will  permit  them  to 
go)  to  cultivate  it  ftill  more  and 
more  :  but  they  cannot  at  the  fame 
time  fo  far  reftrain  themfelves,  a* 
to  difguife  the  very  poignant  fen- 
facion,  with  which  that  memorial 
haih  imprefTed  them. 

It  is  alone  from  the  motive  of 
demonftrating  to  your  majefty  every 
poffible  regard,  and  to  prove  that 
their  high  mightineftes  will  noc 
neglect  any  thing,  which  may  ferve 
to  inveftigate  properly  the  truth  of 
the  fads,  from  whence  the  com- 
plaints made  to  them  feem  to  have 
arifen,  that  they  have  refolved  to 
inlcitute  an  enquiry  in  a  manner 
the  moft  fummary,  and  cut  off  all 
trainings  of  delay. 

To  this  end  their  high  mighti- 
nefTes, pafiing  by  the  ordinary  and 
ufual  form  in  like  cafes,  requiring 
a  report  in  writing  from  their  of- 
ficers and  others  employed  in  their 
colonies,  have  already  difpatched 
their  orders  to  the  commandant 
of  St.  Euftatia,  to  render  himfelf 
within  the  republic  without  delay, 
and  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  five 
the  necefTary  information  of  all 
that  has  paffed  within  the  ifland 
of  St.  Euftatia,  and  that  which 
hath  come  to  his  knowledge  rela- 
tive to  the  American  colonies  and 
their  veffels,  during  the  period  of 
his  command,  and  to  lay  his  con- 
"  2  duft, 
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daft,  touching  that  matter,  before 
the  eyes  of  their  high  mighti- 
neffes. 

The  under- figned  is  charged  by 
his  orders  to  bring  the  information 
of  this  refolution  to  your  majefty, 
as  alio  that  their  high  mightineffes 
make  no  difficulty  of  difavowing, 
in  the  moil  exprefs  manner,  every 
act  or  mark  of  honour  which  may 
have  been  given  by  their  officers, 
or  by  any  of  their  fervanrs,  to  the 
vefiels  of  your  majefty's  colonies  of 
North-America,  or  that  they  may 
give  hereafter,  fo  far  as  thole  acts 
or  marks  of  honour  may  be  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  that  anjjf  can  con- 
clude from  them  that  it  is  intended 
thereby,  in  the  leaft  degree,  to  re- 
cognize the  independence  of  thofe 
colonies. 

The  under-figned  is  alfo  further 
charged  to  inform  your  majefty, 
that  their  high  mightineffes  have, 
rn  confequence,  given  their  or- 
ders to  their  governors  and  coun- 
cils in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  have 
enjoined  them  afrefh,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  to  obferve  exactly 
the  placards  and  orders  againft  the 
exportation  of  military  ftores  to  the 
American  colonies  of  your  majefty, 
and  to  fee  them  executed  moil  rr- 
goroufly. 

(Signed)  Weldbren. 

Date  London,  March  26,  1777- 


A  Circular  Letter  of  herd  Howe, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  American 
Provinces. 

Eaglet  off  the  Coafl  of  the  Province  *f  Msjfa- 
ebujett's-Bcy,  jfnn£  zo,  1776. 


B 


S  I  R, 

E I N  G  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fhips  and  vef- 


fels of  his  majefty's  fleet  employed 
in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  majefty  con- 
llituted  one  of  his  commiffioners  for 
reftoring  peace  to  his  colonies,  and 
for  granting  pardons  to  fuch  of  his 
fubjects  therein,  as  fhall  be  duly 
folicitous  to  benefit  by  that  effect 
of  his  gracious  indulgence  ;  I  take 
the  earlieft  opportunity  to  inform 
you  of  my  arrival  on  the  American 
coaft,  where  my  firft  object  will  be 
an  early  meeting  with  General 
Howe,  whom  his  majefty  hath 
been  pleafed  to  join  with  me  in 
the  faid  commiflion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  judged 
it  expedient  to  iffue  the  incloled. 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fons  may  have  immediate  informa- 
tion of  his  majefty's  moft  gracious 
intentions  :  and  I  defire  you  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  to  caufe  the 
faid  declaration  to  be  promulgat- 
ed, in  fuch  manner,  and  in  fuch 
places  within  the  province  of 

as  will  render  the  fame  of  the 
moft  public  notoriety. 

Aftured  of  being  favoured  with 
your  affiftance  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  effectual  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  I  am  to 
requeft  you  will  communicate,  from 
time  to  time,  fuch  information  as 
you  may  think  will  facilitate  the 
attainment  of  that  important  ob- 
ject; in  the  province  over  which  yoa 
prefide.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpect  and  confidera- 
tion,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble iervant,  Howe. 

Firfl  Declaration. 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  King's  Commiffioners 
for  reftoring  Peace  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's 
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jelly's  colonies  and  planta- 
tions in  North  America,  &c. 
Declaration. 
WHEREAS  by  an  aft  pafled 
in  the  laft  felTion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  Mafiachufett's- bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Connefticut,  New  York, 
New Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three 
lowefcounties  on  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mention- 
ed, it  is  enafted,  that  "  it  iriail 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
perfon  or  perfons  appointed  and 
authorifed  by  his  majeftv,  to  grant 
a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  num- 
ber or  defcription  of  perfons,  by 
proclamation  in  his  majefly's  name, 
to  declare  any  colony  or  province, 
colonies  or  provinces,  or  any  coun- 
ty, town,  port,  diflrift,  or  place, 
in  any  colony  or  province,  to  be 
at  the  peace  of  his  rr.ajellv  ;"  and 
that  "  from  and  after  the  iflliing 
of  any  fuch  proclamation  in  any 
of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or  pro- 
vinces, or  if  his  majefty  fhail  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  the 
fame  by  his  royal  proclamation, 
then,  from  and  after  the  ifiuing  of 
fuch  proclamation,  the  faid  '*  aft, 
with  refpeft  to  fuch  colony  or  pro- 
vince, colonies  or  provinces,  coun- 
ty, town,  port,  district,  cr  place, 
fhall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut- 
terly void."  And  whereas  the 
king,  defjrous  to  deliver  all  his 
fubjefts  from  the  calamities  of  v%  ar, 
and  other  oppreflions  which  they 
now  undergo ;  and  to  reflore  the 
faid  colonies  to  his  protection  and 
peace,  as  foon  as  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  government  therein 
may  be  replaced,  hath  been  gra- 
cioufly pleafed,  by  letters  patent 
usder    the    great  leal,    dated   the 
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6th  day  of  May,  in  the  fixteenth 
year  of  his  majefly's  reign,  to  no- 
minate and  appoint  me,  Richard 
Vifcount  Howe,  cf  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  William  Howe,  Efq; 
general  of  his  forces  in  North 
America,  and  each  of  us,  jointly 
and  feverally,  to*  be  his  majefly's 
commiflioner  and  commiffioners  for 
granting  his  free  and  general  par- 
dons to  all  thofe,  wh©  in  the  tu- 
mult and  diforder  of  the  times, 
may  have  deviated  from  their  jult 
allegiance,  and  who  are  willing, 
by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty, 
to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  royai 
favour  :  and  alfo  for  declaring,  in 
his  majefly's  name,  any  colony, 
province,  county,  town,  port, 
diflrift  or  place,  to  b;  at  the  peace 
of  his  majefly  ;  I  do  therefore 
hereby  declare,  That  due  confider- 
aticn  Ihall  be  had  to  the  merito- 
rious fervices  of  all  perfons  who 
ihall  aid  and  aflifl  in  refloring  the 
public  tranquillity  in  the  faid  colo- 
nies, or  in  any  part  or  parts  there- 
of: that  pardons  lhall  be  granted, 
dutiful  reprefentations  received, 
and  every  fuitable  encouragement 
given  for  promoting  fuch  meafures 
as  ihall  be  conducive  to  the  efla- 
blilhment  of  legal  government  and 
peace,  in  pariuance  of  his  ma- 
jefly's moft  gracious  purpofes  afore- 
faid. 

Given  on  board  his  majefly's 
ihip  the  Eagle,  off  the  coafls 
of  the  province  of  MalTachu- 
fett's-bay,  the  20th  of  June, 
1776. 

Howe. 

Refdution  of  the  Congrefs  upon  the 
al>o%e  Declaration, 

In  Congrefs,  July  19. 
RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of 
the  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de- 
[T]   3  claration 
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claration  they  inclofed  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  L~rd  Dunmore,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
late  Governors,  fent  to  Amboy  by 
a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  Gen.  Wafhington,  be  publilhed 
in  the  feveral  Gazettes,  that  the 
good  people  of  thefe  United  States 
may  be  informed  of  what  nature 
are  the  commiffioners,  and  what 
the  terms,  with  the  expectation  of 
which  the  infidious  court  of  Great 
Britain  has  endeavoured  to  amufe 
and  difarm  them;  and  that  the 
few  who  ftill  remain  fufpended  by 
a  hope  founded  either  in  the  juf- 
ticc  or  moderation  of  their  late 
king  may  now  at  length  be  con- 
vinced that  the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liber- 
ties. 

Extract  from  the  Journals. 
(Signed) 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

A  Second  Declaration   of  the  Ameri- 
can CommiJJioners. 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
William  Howe,  Efq;  Gene- 
ral of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in 
America,  the  King's  Com- 
miffioners for  refforing  Peace 
to  his  Majeity's  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  North  Ame- 
rica, &c. 

Declaration. 
ALTHOUGH  the  Congrefs, 
whom  ch.e  rnifguided  Americans 
fufter  to  direct  their  oppoiition  to 
a  re-eltablifnment  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  government  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, have  difavowed  every  pur- 
pofe  of  reconciliation  not  confo- 
nant  with  their  extravagant  and 
inadmifiible  claim  of  independen- 


cy, the  king's  commiffioners  think 
fit  to  declare,  that  they  are  equal- 
ly defirous  to  confer  with  his  ma- 
jefty's  well-affctted  fubjefts  upon 
the  means  of  rciloring  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  ettabiilhing  a 
permanent  union  with  every  co- 
lony as  a  part  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire. 

The  king  being  molt  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  direct  a  revifion  of  fuch 
of  his  royal  inftructions  as  may  be 
conftrued  to  lay  an  improper  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  freedom  of  legi- 
flation  in  any  of  his  colonies,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  acls 
by  which  his  fubjetts  there  may 
think  themfelves  aggrieved,  it  is 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  at 
large  to  reflect  ferioufly  upon  their 
prelent  condition,  and  to  judge 
for  themfelves,  whether  it  be  more 
confident  with  their  honour  and 
happinefs  to  offer  up  their  lives 
as  a  facrifice  to  the  unjuft  and 
precarious  caufe  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  or  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  accept  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  and  be  fecured  in  a  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  pro- 
perties upon  the  true  principles  of 
the  con  ft  j  ution. 

Given  at    New-York,  the    19th 
day  of  September,   1776. 

Howe. 

W.  Howe. 

By  command  of  their  excellencies, 

Henry  Strachev. 

'Third  Declaration. 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
William  Howe,  Efq;  Gene- 
ral of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in 
.America,  the  King's  Com- 
miffioners for  reftoring  Peace 
to  his  Majefty's  Colonies  and 
Plantations 
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Plantations  in  North- Ameri- 
ca, Sec. 

Proclamation. 
WHEREAS   by  our  declara- 
tion's of  the  20th  of  June  and  19th 
ofSeptemberlaft,inpurfuanceoShis 
TOajefty's  mod  gracious  intentions 
towards  his    Subjects  in  the   colo- 
nies or  provinces  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,   MafTachufett's-bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland,    Connecticut,     New-York, 
Newjerfey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three 
Lower  Counties  on  Dalaware,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South. Carolina,  and   Georgia,  all 
p^rfons   fpcedily  returning  to  their 
juft  allegiance  wae  promiled  a  free 
and  general   pardon,  and  were  in- 
vited to  accept,  not  only  the  blel- 
fings  of  peace,   but  a  Secure  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberties  and  proper- 
ties,   upon  the  true   principles    of 
the     conftitution  :     And    whereas, 
notwithllanding  the    faid   declara- 
tions, and  the   example  of  many 
who   have    availed   themSelves    of 
the  affurances  therein  made,  Seve- 
ral bodies  of  armed  men,  in  open 
contempt  of  his  majesty's  proffered 
elemenev,   do   ftill    continue    th.ir 
oppoSition  to  the   eftablifhment  of 
legal  government  and  peace;  and 
divers  other  ill   dilpofed  perfens, 
purfuing  their  own  ambitious  pur- 
poses  in  the  exercife  of  a  lawlefs 
influence    and    power,     are    ufing 
frefh   endeavours,   by   various  arcs 
and  misrepresentations,   to  alienate 
the  confidence  and  affection  of  his 
majefly's  Subjeds  ;  to  defeat  every 
■plan  of  reconciliation,  and  to  pro- 
long the   unnatural    war    between 
Great   Britain   and    her    colonies  : 
Now,  in  order  to  the  mere  effec- 
tual accomplishment  of  his  majefty's 
moil  gracious  intentions,  and  the 
Speedy   reftoration    of    the    public 
tranquillity  ;    and    duly   consider- 


ing the  expediency  oflimiting  the 
time  within  which  Such  pardon  as 
aforeSaid   Shall  be  granted,  and  of 
Specifying    the   terms   upon   which 
only   the   Same    mall  and   may   be 
obtained,  We  do  in    his   majefty's 
name,  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
committed    to   us,    hereby    charge 
and  command  all   perSons  whatso- 
ever, who  are   affembled   together 
in    arms  again  ft  his  majefty's  go- 
vernment,   to   diSband   themfelves 
and  return  to  their  dwelling,  there 
to  remain  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
manner:   And    we  alSo  charge  and 
command    all   Such    other    perSons 
as    are   affembled    together    under 
the   name    oS  General  or   Provin- 
cial  CongrelTes,  committees,   con- 
ventions, or  other  afiociations,  by 
whatever  name  or    names    known 
and  distinguished,  or   who,  under 
the  colour   of  any  authority  Srom 
any     inch     CongreSs,     committee, 
convention,  and  other  ailbciation, 
take  upon   them    to  iffue  or  exe- 
cute any  orders  for  levying  money, 
raiSing    troops,    fitting  out    armed 
Ships  and  veflels,  imprisoning,  or 
otherwiSe    nu'lefting    his  majefly's 
Subjects,  to  defift  and  ceaSe  from 
all    Such    treasonable    a&ings    and 
doings,  and  to  relinquifh  all  Such 
uSurped    power    and    authority,   So 
that  peace  may  be  reftored,  a  Spee- 
dy remiffion  c'i  pail  offences  quiet 
the    apprcher.fio'ns    oS   the  guilty, 
and  all  the   inhabitants  of  the  Said 
colonies  be  enabled  to  reap  the  be- 
nefit oS  his  majefty's  paternal  good- 
neSs  in    the  prefervation  of  their 
property,    the  reftoration  of  their 
commerce,  and  the  Security  of  their 
moll  valuable    rights,    under    the 
juft  and   moderate^authority  of  the 
crown    and    parliament    of   Great 
Britain  :    And   we   do  hereby   de- 
clare,   and    make    known    to    all 
[-7]  4  men, 


296]  STATE 

men,  that  every  perfon,  who  with- 
in fixty  days  from  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof  (hall  appear  before  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-governor, 
or  commander  in  chief,  in  any  of 
his  majefty's  colonies  or  provinces 
aforefaid,  or  before  the  general  or 
commanding  officer  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  America,  or  any  other 
officer  in  his  majelty's  fervice  hav- 
ing the  command  of  any  detach- 
ment or  parties  of  his  majefty's 
forces  there,  or  before  the  admiral 
or  commander  in  chief  of  his  ma- 
jefty's fleets,  or  any  other  officer 
commanding  any  cf  his  majefty's 
fhips  of  war,  or  any  armed  vefiel 
in  his  majefty's  fervice,  within  any 
of  the  ports,  havens,  creeks,  or 
upon  the  coafts  of  America,  and 
flial!  claim  the  benefit  of  this  pro- 
clamation, and  at  the  fame  time 
teftify  his  obedience  to  the  laws, 
by  fubferibing  a  declaration  in  the 
words  following  :  "  /,  A.  B.  do 
promlfe  and  declare,  that  I  will  re- 
?nain  in  a  peaceable  obedience  to  his 
majefy,  and  ivill  not  take  up  arms, 
nor  encourage  others  to  take  up  arms, 
in  oppeftion  to  his  authority  ;"  fhall 
and  may  obtain  a  full  and  free 
pardon  of  all  treafons  and  mifpri- 
lions  of  treafons,  by  him  hereto- 
fore committed  or  done,  and  of 
all  forfeitures,  attainders,  and  pe- 
nalties for  the  fame ;  and  upon 
producing  to  us,  or  to  either  of 
ys,  a  certificate  of  fuch  his  appear- 
ance and  declaration,  fhall  and 
may  have  and  receive  fuch  par- 
con  made  and  paffed  to  him  in 
clue  form. 

Given   at   New-York  this  thir- 
tieth day  of  November,  1776. 
Howe. 
W.  Howe. 
By  command  of  their  excellencies, 
Henry  Strachey. 


PATERS. 

Copy  of  the  free  Pardon  granted  bj 
his  Majefy's  Commiffioners,  to  fuch 
Perfons  as  claimed  the  Benefit  of  the 
above  Declarations. 

(L.  S.)  Howe. 

GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the 
Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  king,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  fo  forth, 
to  all  men  to  whom  thefe  prefents 
fhall  come,  greeting  ;  know  ye, 
that  we,  of  our  efpecial  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, and  out  of  the  zeal  and  af- 
fection which  we  have  and  bear  to. 
our  fubjecls,  have  pardoned,  re- 
mifed,  and  releafed,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  do  pardon,  remife,  and 
releafe,  to  A.  B.  merchant  of  the 
town  of  in  the  province 

of  otherwlfe  called 

or  by  whatfoever 
other  name  or  firname,  dignity, 
office,  or  place,  the  faid  A.  B. 
fhall  be  reputed,  called,  or 
named,  all  and  Angular  treafons, 
as  well  high  treafons  as  petit  trea- 
fons, rebellions,  infurreclions,  and 
confpiracies,  againlt  us,  our  crown 
and  dignity,  and  alfo  all  manner 
of  mifprifions  of  treafen,  or  other 
mifprifons  by  him  the  faid  A.  B. 
at  any  time  heretofore  had,  done 
or  perpetrated,  whether  the  faid 
A.  b.  of  the  premifes,  or  any  of 
them,  fhould  have  been  indictea, 
appealed,  fued  and  adjudged,  out- 
lawed, convicted,  condemned,  or 
attainted  or  not.  We  alfo  par- 
con,  remife,  and  releafe  bv 
thefe  prefents,  to  the  aforefaid 
A.  B.  all  and  fingular  judgments, 
pains  of  death,  punifhments,  and 
iiTues  and  profits  of  all  domains, 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  and 
other  hereditaments,  of  him  the 
faid  A.  B.  on  occafion  of  the  pre- 
mifes, 
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tnifes,  or  any  of  them,  by  him  the 
faid  A.  B.  forfeited  cr  loll,  and  to 
us,  by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  due, 
belonging,  or  appertaining. 
Given  at  New  York,  this 
day  of  December,  1776. 
By  command  of  his  excellency, 
Henry  Strachev. 


American  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

J/iCongrtss,  03tbtr.2i,  1776. 

RESOLVED,  That  every  oft- 
cer  who  holds  or  (hall  hereafter 
hold  a  commifCon,  or  office  from 
Congrefs,  mail  fubfcribe  the  fol- 
lowing declaration,  and  take  the 
following  oath,  \\z. 

"  I ,  do  acknowledge 

the  thirteen  united  ftates  of  Ame- 
rica, namely,  New-Hampfhire, 
MafTachufett's-B2y,  Rhode-lfland, 
Connecticut,  New  -  York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina, South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  free,  independent,  and  Jove- 
reign  fates  ;  and  declare  that  the 
people  thereof  have  no  allegiance 
or  obedience  to  George  the  third, 
King  or'  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  re- 
nounce, refufe,  and  abjure  any  al- 
legiance or  obedience  to  him.  And 
I  do  fwear,  that  I  will,  to  the  ut> 
moft  of  my  power,  fupport,  main, 
tain,  and  defend  the  laid  united 
ftates  againft  the  faid  king  G 
the  third,  and  his  heirs  dnd  fac- 
celTors,  and  his  and  their  abettors, 
affiftants  ar.d  adherents  ;  and  will 
ferve  the   faid  united    ilates  in  the 

office  of ,  which  I  now  hold , 

and  in  any  other  office  which  I 
may  hereafter  hold,  by  their  ap- 
poinfment,  cr  under  their  autho- 
rity, with  fidelity  and  honour,  and 
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according  to  the  befl  of  my  Ikill 
and  underftanding. 

So  help  me  God. 
By  order  of  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident. 


Proclamation  by  bis  Excellency  George 
Wafhington,  Efq;  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Forces  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

WHEREAS  feveral  perfons, 
inhabitants  of  the  united  Hates  of 
America,  influenced  by  inimical 
motives,  intimidated  by  the  threats 
of  the  enemy,  or  deluded  by  a  pro- 
clamation ilTued  the  30th  of  No- 
vember Jail,  by  Lord  and  General 
Howe,  ftiled  the  king's  commif- 
fi oners  for  granting  pardons,  &c. 
(now  at  open  war,  and  invading 
thefe  ftates)  have  been  fo  loft  to 
the  intereft  and  welfare  of  their 
country,  as  to  repair  to  the  enemy, 
fign  a  declaration  of  fidelity,  and 
in  fome  inftances  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  engaged  not  to  take 
up  arms,  or  encourage  ethers  fo 
to  do,  againft  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  And  whereas  it  has  be- 
come necefiary  to  diuinguiih  be- 
tween the  friends  of  America  and 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  inhabitants 
of  thefe  Stetes  ;  and  that  every 
man  who  receives  protection  from, 
and  as  a  fubjedl  of,  any  State  (not 
being  confeientioufty  fcrupulous 
againft  bearing  arms)  fhould  ftand 
ready  to  defend  the  fame  againft 
hoftile  invafion  ;  I  do,  therefore, 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  committed  to 
me  by  Congrefs,  hereby  ftnetly 
command  and  require  everv  perfon, 
having  fubferi bed  fuch  declaration, 

taken 
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taken  fuch  oaths,  and  accepted 
fuch  protection  and  certificate,  to 
repair  to  head  quarters,  or  to  the 
quarters  of  the  neareft  general  of- 
ficer of  the  Continental  army,  or 
militia,  (until  further  provifion  can 
be  made  by  civil  authority)  and 
there  deliver  up  fuch  protection, 
certificate  and  paflports,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America:  Neverthe- 
less hereby  granting  full  liberty  to 
all  fuch  as  prefer  the  interefl  and 
protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
freedom  and  happinefs  of  their 
country,  forthwith  to  withdraw 
thcmfelves  and  families  within 
the  enemy's  lines.  And  I  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  and  every 
perfon  who  may  neglect  or  refufe 
to  comply  with  this  order,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
will  be  deemed  adherents  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated 
as  common  enemies  to  thefe  Ame- 
rican dates. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters, 
Morris  Town. 
By  hh  excellency's  command, 
Roel  r.t  H.Harrison, Sec. 


Papers  relating  to  the  Capitulation  of 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne'j 
Army  at  Saratoga. 

No.  I. 

Oftcber  13,    1777. 

LIEUT. -GEN.  Burgoyne  is  de- 
/  firous  of  fending  a  field-officer 
with  a  mefiage  to  Major- General 
Gates,  upon  a  matter  of  high  mo- 
ment to  both  armie?.  He  requefls 
to  be  informed  at  what  hour  Gene- 
ral Gates  will  receive  him  to-mor- 


row morning. 

Major-  General  Gates. 


ANSWER. 

MAJ.-GEN.  Gates  will  receive 
a  field-officer  from  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Burgoyne  at  the  advanced  poll 
©f  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
from  whence  he  will  be  conducted 
to  head  quarters. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  9  o'clock, 
P.  M.   October  13,    1777. 

Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne. 

No.  II. 

Major  Kingfton  delivered  the  follow- 
ing   Mejfage    to     Major-General 
Gates,  October  14,   1777. 
AFTER    having     fought    you 
twice,     Lieutenant-General     Bur- 
goyne  has  waited  fome  days,  in 
his  prefent  pofition,  determined  to 
try  a  third  conflict  againll  any  force 
you  could  bring  to  attack  him. 

He  is  apprifed  of  the  fuperiority 
of  your  numbers,  and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  your  troops  to  impede  his 
fupplies,  and  render  his  retreat  a 
fcene  of  carnage  on  both  fides.  In 
this  fituation  he  is  impelled  by  hu- 
manity, and  thinks  himfelf  jufli- 
fied  by  efiablifned  principles  and 
precedents  of  ftate,  and  of  war,  to 
fpare  the  lives  of  brave  men  upon 
honourable  terms  :  fhould  Major- 
Gcneral  Gates  be  inclined  tc  treat 
upon  that  idea,  General  Burgoyne 
would  propofe  a  ceilation  of  arms 
during  the  time  neceflary  to  com- 
municate the  preliminary  terms  by 
which,  in  any  extremity,  he  and 
his  army  mean  to  abide. 

No.  II r. 

Major-General  Gates'/  Prcpcfals,  to- 
gether    -ixith     Lieut  tnant -General 
Burgoyne'.'  Anfwtrs. 
I.  GENERAL  Burgoyne's  army 
being  exceedingly   reduced   by  re- 
peated defeats,  by  delertion,   fick- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  &c.  their  provifions  exhauft- 
ed,  their  military  horfes,  tents, 
and  baggage  taken  or  deflxoyed, 
their  retreat  cut  off,  and  their  camp 
inverted,  they  can  only  be  allowed 
to  furrender  prifoners  of  war. 

Anfwer.  Lieut. -General  Bur- 
goyne's  army,  however  reduced, 
will  nev^.r  admit  that  their  retreat 
is  cut  off,  while  they  have  arms 
in  their  hands. 

II.  The  officers  and  foldiers  may 
keep  the  baggage  belonging  to 
them.  The  generals  of  the  United 
States  never  permit  individuals  to 
be  pillaged. 

III.  The  troops  under  his  Excel- 
lency General  Burgoyne    will    be 


to,  and  figned,  the  troops  under  his 
Excellency  Gen.  Burgoyne's  com- 
mand, may  be  drawn  up  in  their 
encampments,  where  they  will  be 
ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and 
may  thereupon  be  marched  to  the 
river- fide,  to  be  paffed  over  in 
their  way  towards  Bennington. 

Anjkver.  This  article  inadmiffi- 
ble  in  any  extremity.  Sooner  than 
this  army  will  confent  to  ground 
their  arms  in  their  encampment, 
they  will  rufh  on  the  enemy,  de- 
termined to  take  no  quarter. 

VII.  A  ceffation  of  arms  to  con- 
tinue till  fun-fet,  to  receive  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne's  anfwer. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Qates. 


conducted  by   the  mod  convenient     Camp  at  Saratoga,   Otl.\\>    \"JTJ> 
route  to  New-England,  marching 
by  eafy   marches,  and    fufficiently 


provided  for  by  the  way. 

Ar.f\x>er.  This  article  is  anfwered 
by  General  Burgoyne's  firftpropo- 
fal,  which  is  here  annexed. 

IV.  The  officers  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  parole  ;  may  wear  their 
(ide  arms,  and  will  be  treated  with 
the  liberality  cuftomary  in  Europe, 
fd   lor.g  as  they,   by   proper  beha- 


No.  IV. 

MAJOR  Kingfion  met  the  Ad- 
jutant-General of  Major-General 
Gates's  army,  Oftober  the  14th, 
at  fun-fet,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing meffage  : 

If  General  Gates  does  not  mean 
to  recede  from  the  6th  article,  the 
treaty  ends  at  once. 

The  army  v. ill,  to  a  man,  pro- 


viour,  continue  to  tzfcive  it;  but  ceed  to  any  aft  of  defperation,  ra- 

thofe  who  are  apprehended  having  ther  than  fubmit  to  that  article, 

broke  their  parole,  as  fome  Britifh  The  ceffation  of  arms  ends  this 

officers  have  done,   mult  expeft  to  evening, 

be  clofe  confined.  No.  V. 


breaking  parole,  this  article  needs 

no  anfwer.  THE    anreved    anfwers    being 

V.     All    public   (lores,     artille-  given     to   Maj or- General   Gates's 

ry,  arms,  ammunition,   carriages,  prcpofals,  it  remains   for   Lieute- 

horfes,  &c.   &c.  muit  be  delivered  nant-General   Burgoyne,  and    the 

to   commiffaries    appointed  to  re-  army  under  his  command,  to  ilate 

ceive  them.  the  following  preliminary  articles 

Avf-uoer.  All   public  ftores  may  on  their  part. 

be  delivered,  arms  excepted.  I.  The  troops   to  march   out  of 

VI..  Thefe  terms  being  agreed  their  camp   with  the   honours  of 

war, 
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war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  which  will  be  left  as 
hereafter  maj  be  regulated. 

I.  The  troops  to  inarch  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  flood, 
where  their  arms  and  artillery  mult 
be  left. 

II.  A  free  paflage  to  be  granted 
to  this  army  to  Great-Britain,  upon 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North-America  during  the  prefent 
conteft  ;  and  a  proper  port  to  be 
aligned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge- 
neral Howe  (hall  fo  order. 

II.  Agreed  to  for  the  port  of 
Eofton. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  .which  this  army  or  any  part  of 
it  may  be  exchanged,  the  forego- 
ing article  to  be  void,  as  far  as 
fuch  exchange  (hall  be  made. 

III.  Agreed. 

IV.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
cattle  ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  rao- 
lefted  or  fearched,  the  lieutenant- 
general  giving  his  honourthat  there 
are  no  public  (lores  fecreted  there- 
in. Major- General  Gates  will  of 
courfe  take  the  neceflary  meafures 
for  the  fecuriry  of  this  article. 

IV.  Agreed. 

V.  Upon  the  march  the  officers 
are  not  to  be  feparated  from  their 
men  :  and  in  quarters  the  officers 
fhall  be  lodged  according  to  rank  ; 
and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from 
affembling  their  men  for  roll-call- 
ing, and  other  neceflary  purpoles 
of  regularity. 

V.  Agreed  to,  as  far  as  circum- 
ftances  will  admit. 

VI.  There  are  various  corps  in 
this   army    compofed   of    failors, 


batteau-men,  artificers,  driver;, 
independent  companies,  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  army  ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  thofe  perfons,  of 
whatever  country,  fhall  be  includ- 
ed in  the  fulled  fenfe,  and  utmofr. 
extent  of  the  above  articles,  and 
comprehended  in  every  refpeft  as 
Britifh  fubjecta. 

VI.  Agreed  to  in  the  fulleft  ex- 
tent. 

VII.  All  Canadians,  and  per- 
fons belonging  to  the  eflablifh- 
ment  in  Canada,  to  be  permitted 
to  return  there.  , 

VII.  Agreed. 

VIII.  Paflports  to  be  immedi- 
ately granted  for  three  officers,  not 
exceeding  the  rank  of  captain,  who 
fhall  be  appointed  by  General  Bur- 
goyne  to  carry  di (patches  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
and  to  Great-Britain  by  the  way  of 
New-York,  and  the  public  faith 
to  be  engaged  that  theiedifpatch.es 
are  not  to  be  opened. 

VIII.  Agreed. 

IX.  The  foregoing  articles  are 
to  be  confideredonly  as  prelimina- 
ries for  framing  a  treaty,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  others  may  arife 
to  be  confidered  by  both  parties  ; 
for  which  purpofe  it  is  propofed 
that  two  officers  of  each  army 
fhall  meet  and  report  their  delibe- 
rations to  their  refpedtive  gene- 
rals. 

IX.  This  capitulation  to  be  fi- 
nilhed  by  two  o'clock  this  day, 
and  the  troops  march  from  their 
encampment  at  five,  and  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  move  towards  Bolton  to- 
morrow morning. 

X.  Lieutenant  -  General  Bur- 
goyne  will  fend  his  deputy  adju- 
tant-general to  receive  Major- Ge- 
neral Gates's  anfwer  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

X.   Com- 


STATE 

X.  Complied  with. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates. 

Saratoga,  Ocl.  1 5,    I  777. 


No.  VI. 
THE  eight  firft  preliminary  ar- 
ticles of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne's  propofals,  and  the  2d,  3d, 
and  4th  of  thofe  of  Major-General 
Gates  of  yefterday,  being  agreed 
to,  the  foundation  of  the  propofed 
treaty  is  out   of  difpute;   but  the 
feveral  fubordinate  articles  and  re- 
gulations neceffarily  fpringing  from 
thefe  preliminaries,  and  requiring 
explanation  and  precif:cn  between 
the  parties,  before  a  definitive  trea- 
ty can  befafely  executed,  a  longer 
time  than  that  mentioned  by  Ge- 
neral Gates  in  his  a'nfwer  to  the  9th 
article  becomes  indifpenfably  ne- 
cefTary.     Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne   is   willing  to  appoint   two 
officers  immediately    to  meet  two 
others  from  Major-General  Gates, 
to    propound,     difcufs,  and   fettle 
thofe    fubordinate  articles,  in  or- 
der that  the    treaty,  in   due  form, 
may  be  executed  as  foon  as  poffible. 
(Signed)  John  Burgoyne. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  Oct.  15,  1 777- 

Major  Kinglton  has  authority  to 
fettle  the  place  for  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  propofed. 

Settled  by  Major  Kingfton  on 
the  ground  where  Mr.  Schuyler's 
houfe  flood. 

No.  VII. 
IN  the  courfe  of  the  night,  Lieu- 
tenant-General Burgoyne  has  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  confider- 
able  force  has  been  detached  from 
the  army  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Gates  during  the 
courfe  of  the  negotiations  of  the 
treaty  depending  between  them. 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  con- 
ceives this,  if  true,  to-be  not  cd!/ 
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a  violation  of  the  cefTation  of  arms, 
but  fubverfive  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  treaty  originated,  viz.  a 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers  in  Ge- 
neral Gates's   army.     Lieutenant- 
General    Burgoyne    therefore    re- 
quires that  two  officers  on  his  part 
be  permitted  to  fee  that  the  ftrengtb. 
of  the  forces  now  oppofed  to  him 
is  fuch  as  will   convince  him  that 
no    fuch    detachments    have    been 
made  ;   and  that  the  fame  principle 
of  fuperiority  on  which  the  treaty 
£rft  began  {till  exiits. 
\6tb  October . 

No.  VIII. 
Articles  of  Convention  Set -ween  Lieu- 
tenant- General  Burgoy  ne  and  Ma- 
jor-General Gates. 

I. 
THE  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  flood, 
where  the  arms  and  artillery  are  to 
be  left :  the  arms  to  be  piled  by 
word  of  command  from  their  own 
officers. 

II.  A  free  paiTage  to  be  granted 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Burgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  on 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North- America  during  the  prefer.: 
contell ;  and  the  port  of  Bolton  is 
affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge- 
neral Howe  (hall  fo  order. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  the  army  under  General 
Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may 
be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  arti- 
cle to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch  ex- 
change fhall  be  made. 

IV.  The  army  under  Lieutenant- 
General    Burgoyne    to    march   to 

MaOa- 
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Maffach  life  its  J3;iy,  by  the  eafieft, 
molt  expeditious  and  convenient 
route  ;  and  to  be  quartered  in, 
near,  or  as  convenient  as  poffible 
to  Boflon,  that  the  march  of  the 
troops  may  not  be  delayed  when 
tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

V.  The  troops  to  be  fupplicd 
on  their  march,  and  during  their 
being  in  quarters,  with  provifions, 
by  Major-General  Gates's  orders, 
at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the 
troops  of  his  own  army  ;  and,  if 
poffible,  the  officers  horfes  and  cat- 
tle are  to  be  fupplied  with  forage 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
cattle  ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo- 
lefled  or  fearched,  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  giving  his  honour 
that  there  are  no  public  (lores  fe- 
creted  therein.  Major-General 
Gates  will  of  courfe  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  meafures  for  a  due  perform- 
ance of  this  article.  Should  any 
carriages  be  wanted  during  the 
march,  for  the  tranfportation  of 
officers  baggage,  they  are,  if  pof- 
fible, to  be  iuppiied  by  the  country 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

VII.  Upon  the  march,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  the  army  ihall  remain 
in  quarters  in  the  MafTachufetts 
Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as 
circumllances  will  aJmit,  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  their  men.  The  offi- 
cers are  to  be  quartered  according 
to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be 
hindered  from  affembling  their 
men  for  roll-callings,  and  other 
neceffary  purpofes  of  regularity. 

VIII.  All  corps  whatever  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's  army,  whether 
compofed  of  failors,  batteau-men, 
artificers,  drivers,  independent 
companies,  and  followers  of  the 
array,  of  whatever   country,  ihall 
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be  included  in  the  fulleft  fenCe  and 
utrnoll  extent  of  the  above  articles 
and  comprehended  in  every  refpect 
as  Britiln  fubjects. 

IX.  All  Canadians,  and  perfons 
belonging  to  the  Canadian  efta- 
bliihment,  confifting  of  failors, 
batteau  men,  artificers,  drivers, 
independent  companies,  and  many 
other  followers  of  the  army,  who 
come  under  no  particular  defcrip- 
tion,  are  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there  :  they  are  to  be  conducted 
immediately,  by  the  fhortefl  route, 
to  the  firft  Britifh  poll  on  Lake 
George,  are  to  be  fupplicd  with 
provifions  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  other  troops,  and  are  to  be 
bound  by  the  fame  condition  of 
not  ferving  during  the  prefent  con- 
teft  in  North-America. 

X.  PafTports  to  be  immediately 
granted  for  three  offieers,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rank  of  captains,  who 
fhall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great- Bri- 
tain by  the  way  of  New  York ; 
and  Major-General  Gates  engages 
the  public  faith  that  thefe  dif- 
patches  fhall  not  be  opened.  Thefe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately 
after  receiving  their  difpatches, 
and  are  to  travel  the  fhortell  roi::e, 
and  in  the  moll  expeditious  man- 
ner. 

XL  During  the  (lay  of  the  troops 
in  the  MafTachufetts  Bay,  the  offi- 
cers are  to  be  admitted  on  parole, 
and  are  to  be  permitted  to  wear 
their  fide-arms. 

XII.  Should  the  army  under 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  find 
it  neceffary  to  fend  for  their 
cloathing  and  other  baggage  from 
Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted 
to  do  it  in  the  moil  ....  manner, 

and 
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and  the  neceffary  paflports  granted 
for  that  purpofe. 

XIII.  Thefe  articles  are  to  be 
mutually  figned  and  exchanged  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o'clock; 
and  the  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Bur^oyne  are  to  march 
out  of  their  intrenchments  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Horatio  Gates,  Maj.  Gen. 
Ca»p  at  Saratoga, 
Oti.  16,  1777. 

(True  Copy  ) 


To  prevent  any  doubts  that 
might  arife  from  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Burgoyne's  name  not  being 
mentioned  in  the  above  treaty, 
Major-General  Gates  hereby  de- 
clares that  he  is  underllood  to  be 
comprehended  in  it  as  fully  as  if 
his  name  had  been  fpecifically  men- 
tioned. 

Horatio  Gates. 
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Extr -aft  from  the.  Life  cfthe  late  Lord 
Bijhop  of  Roc. flier,  written  ly 
himfelf. 

DR.  Pearce  was  the  fon  of  a 
diftiller  in  High  Holborn. 
He  married  Mils  Adams,  the" 
daughter  of  a  diftiiler  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  with  a  confider- 
able  fortune,  who  lived  with  hftn 
fifty-two  years  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  connubial  happinefs.  He 
had  had  his  education  in  Weltmin- 
fler  fchool,  where  be  was  ciflin- 
guifhed  by  his  merit,  and  elected 
one  of  the  King's  fcholars.  In 
1710,  when  he  was  twenty  yea-? 
old,  he  was  elected  to  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.  During  the 
firft  years  of  his  refidence  at  the 
univerfity,  he  fometimes  amufed 
himfelf  with  lighter  compositions, 
fome  of  which  are  inferted  in  the 
Guardian  and  Spectator  •.  In 
1716  he  publifhed  his  edition  of 
Cicero  de  Oratcre,  and,  at  the  de- 
lire  of  a  friend,  luckily  dedicated 
it  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Parker, 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Macclesfield) 
to  whom  he  was  a  ltranger.  This 
incident  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
future  fortune:  for  Lord  Parker 
foon  recorr  mended  him  to  Dr. 
Eentley,  mailer  of  Trinity,  to  be 


made  one  of  t:,e  fellows  ;  and  the. 
doftor  confented  to  it  on  this  con- 
dition, that  his  lordlhip  would  pro- 
mife  to  unmake  him  again  as  loon  as 
it  lay  in  his  power  to  give  him  a 
living,  in  17 17,  Mr.  Pearce  was 
ordained  at  the  age  of  twenty  fe<ven  ; 
■  r  taken  time  enough,  as  he 
thought,  to  attain  a  fufficienc 
knowledge  cf  the  facred  office.  In 
1718,  Lord  Parker  was  appointed 
chancellor,  and  invited  Mr.  Pearce 
to  live  with  him  in  his  houfe,  as 
chaplain.  In  1 7 19  he  was  initio 
tuted  into  the  rectory  of  Stapleford 
Abbots,  in  Effejc;  and  in  1720 
into  that  of  St.  Bartholomew,  be- 
hind the  Royal  Exchange,  worth 
4C©1.  per  ana;  In  1723  the  lord 
chancellor  prefented  him  to  St. 
Marrin's  in  the  Fields.  His  ma- 
jdlv,  who  was  then  at  Hanover, 
was  applied  to  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Claget,  who  was  there  along  with 
him  ;  and  the  coftor  actually  killed 
hands  upon  the  occalion ;  but  the 
chancellor,  upon  the  king's  return, 
difputed  the  point,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  prefent  Mr.  Pearce. — 
Mr.  Pearce  foon  attracted  the  po- 
lice and  eftcem  of  perfor.s  in  the 
1  flations,  and  of  the  greateit 
abilities.  Bcfide  Lord  Parker,  he 
coidd  reckon  amongft  his  patrons 


*  An  account  of  a  Silent  Club,  Gu-rd.  No.  tit. 
On  Eloquence,  Ibid,  No.  633. 
Vol.  XX.  B 


On  Qua.ks,  Specl.  No.  572. 
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or  frfends,  Lord  Macclesfield,  M* 
Pulteney  (afterwards  Earl  of  B  ), 
.Archbifhop  Potter,  Lo  ..  h-ird- 
wicke,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  and 
other  illaftrious  perf  nages.  Queen 
Caroline  (to  whom  he  had  been 
ftrv  1  g'.y  recommended  by  Lady 
Sundon)  frequently  honouied  him 
with  her  converfation  at  her  draw- 
ing-room. '  One  day  at  that 
place,  fhe  a(ked  him,  if  he  had 
read  the  pamphlets  publifhed  by 
Dr.  Stebbingfand  Mr.  Poller,  upon 
the  fort  of  heretics  meant  by  St. 
Paul,  whom  in  Titus  iii.-  10,  II. 
he  reprefents  z%f elf -condemned.  Yes, 
:aadam,  replied  the  doctor,  I  have 
read  all  the  pamphlets  <written  by 
tbem  on  both-  fides  of  the  quefion. 
"  Well,  faid  the  queen,  Which  of 
the  two  do  you  think  to  be  in  the 
right?"  The  doctor  replied,  "  I 
cannot  fay,  madam,  which  of  the 
two  is  in  the  right,  but  I  think 
that  both  of  them  ate  in  the 
wrong."  She  fmiled,  and  faid, 
'  Then  what  is  your  opinion  of 
that  text  ?' — *  Madam,'  faid  the 
doclor,  '  it  would  take  up  more 
time  than  your  majefty  can  fpare 
at  this  drawing-room,  for  me  to 
give  my  opinion  and  the  reafons  of 
it;  but  if  your  majelly  (hoald  be 
pleafed  to  lay  your  commands  upon 
ne,  you  (hall  know  my  fcnti- 
ments  of  the  matter  in  the  next 
lermon  which  I  fhall  have  the  ho- 
nour to  preach  before  his  majefly.' 
Pray  do  then,  faid  the  queen;  and 
Dr.  Pearce  accordingly  made  a  fer- 
:non  oii  that  text;  but  the  queen 
died  a  month  before  his  term  of 
preaching  came  about. — In  1724 
tlie  degree  of  doctor  in  divinitv  was 
conferred  on  him  by  A.chbifhop 
V.'ake.  The  fame  year  he  de- 
dicated to  his  patron,  the  Karl  of 
Macclesfield,  his  edition  of  L 


nus  on  the  Sublime,  with  a  new  La- 
tin verfion  and  notes.  Longinus, 
whole  name  had  been  long  known 
only  to  men  of  abilrufe  erudition, 
till  he  was  inroduced  by  his  tran- 
flator,  Boileau,  among  the  witty 
and  the  elegant,  had  now,  for 
about  half  a  century,  enjoyed  great 
popularity,  quoted  by  every  poet 
and  every  critic,  and  deciding  up- 
on faults  and  beauties  of  ftile  with 
authority  contefted  only  by  Huetius 
and  Le  Clerc.  But  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  Dr.  Pearce,  that  fomething 
was  wanting,  which  general  ad- 
miration had  not  yet  fupplied. 

The  work  was  originally  pub- 
lished by  Robertellus  and  Manu- 
tius,  who  each  ufed  his  own  MSS. 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
other's  undertaking.  The  texts  of 
thi  two  editions  did  not  always 
agree,  and  to  which  the  preference 
was  due  had  not  yet  been  decided, 
It  had  been  four  times  tranflated 
into  Latin ;  of  the  three  former 
editions,  that  of  Gabriel  de  Pctra 
was  considered  as  the  beft,  and  had 
accordingly  been  adopted  by  Ta- 
naquillus  Faber,  and,  I  think,  by 
our  Langbane,  in  their  editions. 
After  Boileau's  tranflation,  it  was 
again  tranflated  into  Latin  by  Tol- 
lius,  but  with  fuch  paraphraltical 
luxuriance,  as  feemed  intended  ra- 
ther to  difplay  his  own  copioufnef* 
of  diclion,  r,han  to  explain  the  ori- 
ginal. Dr.  Pearce  undertook  to 
adjuft  the  readings,  and,  what  was 
of  far  greater  difficulty,  to  write  a 
new  Latin  verfion,  which  fhould 
approach  as  near  as  is  poffible  to  the 
Greek,  without  violating  its  pu- 
rity. To  play  round  the  text  of  an 
author,  and  to  recede  and  ap- 
proach as  convenience  may  dictate, 
is  no  very  arduous  work,  but  to  at- 
t(  nd  ::  without  deviation,  and  mea- 
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fare  ftep  by  ftep,  requires  at  once 
vigour  and  caution,  hy  what  me- 
thod he  proceeded  in  this  work, 
may  be  known  from  his  preface 
and  his  notes.  Some  of  his  firlt 
thoughts  were  retracted  in  the  fub- 
fequent  editions:  but  Dr.  Pearce 
has  generally  ^leafed  the  public, 
though  he  fourid  it  difficult  to 
pleafe  himfelf. 

When  the  church  of  St.  Martin's 
was  rebuilt,  Dr.  Pearce  preached  a 
fermon  at  the  confecration,  which 
he  afterwards  printed,  and  accom- 
panied with  an  Eftay  on  the  Origin 
and  Progrefs  of  Temples,  traced 
from  the  rude  itones,  which  were 
firlt  ufed  for  altars,  to  the  noble 
ftruclure  of  Solomon,  which  he 
confiders,  as  the  firlt  temple  com- 
pletely covered.  In  this  differta- 
tion  he  declares  his  conviction  of 
the  genuinenefs  of  the  relation  at- 
tributed to  Sanchoniatho;  and 
clears  the  difficulties  which  embar- 
rafs  his  opinion,  by  folutions  drawn 
from  the  Newtonian  chronology, 
of  which  only  an  abftrad  had  been 
then  publifhed.  Yet  he  does  not 
think  Sanchoniatho  of  much  autho- 
rity ;  but  imputes  his  inaccuracy 
and  barrenefs  to  misinformation, 
and  want  of  materials;  and  regards 
his  book,  as  one  of  the  venerable 
reliques  of  rude  antiquity,  and  the 
work  of  one,  who  had  milTed  the 
truth,  rather  than  conceaied  it. 

His  obfervations  on  that  build- 
ing, which  is  called  the  temple  of 
Dagon,  removes  part  of  the  diffi- 
culty which  prefents  kfelf  m  the 
narration  «f  the  manner  in  which 
Samfon  deftroyed  it. 

In  1725,  the  Earl  refigned  the 
great  feal,  which  resignation  was 
foon  followed  with  an  impeach- 
ment by  the  houfe  of  commons  fent 
up  to  the  lords.    The  ground  of 


this  impeachment,  according  to 
Dr.  Pearce,  was  as  follows :  In  the 
Scutb  Seajear,  the  money  of  the 
fuitors  in  chancery  was,  by  ancknc 
enftom,  ordered  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor to  be  paid  to  the  mafter  in 
chancery,  in  court.  Mr.  Dormer, 
one  of  the  mailers,  had  trafficked 
with  the  fuitors  money  in  *Change- 
Aliey,  and,  dying  foon  after,  ht» 
accounts  were  found  to  bedefi;i*it 
6o,oool.  This  raifed  a  violent 
commotion  againft  Lord  Maccle*- 
field,  efpecially  among  fome  whd 
had  perfonal  relent. nents.  The 
late  king  was  then  Prinie  of  Wales, 
had  lived  Separately  from  his  fa- 
ther, as  he  had  been  ordered  to  do, 
and  the  education  of  his  children 
had  been  detained  from  him,  upon 
an  opinion  then  p:vt  n  by  ten  of  the 
twelve  judges,  ca.led  together,  at 
his  majelty's  command,  by  Lord 
Macclesfield,  upon  this  queftion  ; 
Whether  the  education  of  the  grand- 
children did  belong  to  their  grand' 
father,  as  fovereign,  or  to  the  Princt 
of  Wales  as  father  ?  The  anfwer  of 
the  judges  not  being  pleafing  to 
the  prince,  he  bore  it  with  resent- 
ment; and  when  the  houle  of  com- 
mons took  the  affair  of  the  fur.ors 
money  into  configuration,  all  the 
members  who  paid  their  court  at 
Leicefter  Koufe  joined  in  the  out- 
cry, and  came  into  the  impeach- 
ment. Lord  Macclesfield  was 
tried  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  was 
declared  guilty,  and  received  a  fe*. 
vere  judgment,  He  was  fined 
30,000!.  (choJgh  he  had  before 
paid  io,oool.  into  chancery)  upon 
an  unrepealed  ancient  flatute,  and 
directed  to  be  confined  in  the 
Tower  till  the  money  fhcuJd  be 
paid  $  which  was  foon  done.  The 
king,  fully  fenfible  of  the  hardship 
of  the  Sentence,  and  that  it  had 
B  2  beea 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1777. 


been  Incurred  chiefly  on  bis  account, 
informed  Lord  Maccies  field,  that  he 
intended  to  repay  the  fum  out  of 
his  privy  purie,  as  fail  as  he  could 
fpare  the  money.  Within  twelve 
months  his  lordfhip  received  1000I. 
and  the  next  year  a  rn.ffage  from 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  informed  him, 
thai  he  might  fend  for  2000I.  more  ; 
but  the  king's  death  happening  le- 
fore  his  lordfhip  lent  for  the  latter 
fum,  the.  former  was  all  he  ever 
received  from  the  intended  bounty 
©f  his  gracious  mailer. 

Lcrd  Macclesfield  lived  to  the 
year  1732,  and  then  died  of  a  fup- 
prefficn  of  urine.  Upon  his  afk- 
ing  if  his  phyfician  was  gone,  and 
being  told  that  he  was,  he  replied, 
And  1  am  going  too,  but  I  quill  clofe 
my  eje-li4s  myfelf,  which  he  did, 
and  in  a  few  moments  expired. 
After  feveral  difappointments,  the 
deanry  of  Winchefter  becoming 
vacant,  Dr.  Pearce  was  appointed 
dean  in  1739,*  and  in  the  year 
1744.  he  was  ele&ed  prolocutor  of 
the  iower  houfe  of  convocation  for 
the  province  of  Canterbury.  His 
friends  now  began  to  think  of  him 
for  the  epifcopal  dignity,  but  Mr. 
Dean's  language  rather  declined  it. 
However,  after  feveral  difficulties 
had  been  ilarted  and  removed,  he 
consented  to  accept  the  bifhoprick 


of  Bangor,  and  promifed  Lord 
Hardwicke  to  ••  do  it  with  a  good 
grace."  lie  accordingly  made 
proper  acknowledgments  of  the 
royal  g&odnefs,  ai.d  was  cor.fe- 
crated  Feb.  12,  1748.  Upon  the 
declining  flate  of  health  of  Dr. 
Wilcocks,  Bifhop  of  Rochefier,  the 
Bifhop  of  Bar>g<  r  was  feveral  times 
applied  to  by  Archbifhop  Herring 
to  accept  of  Rochefier,  and  the 
deanry  of  Weftminller,  in  ex- 
change for  Bangor,  but  the  bifhop 
then  firft  fignified  his  defire  to  ob- 
tain leave  to  refign  and  retire  to  a 
private  life.  His  lordfhip,  how- 
ever, upon  being  preffed,  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  :— — 
««  My  Lord,  (faid  he  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcallle,)  your  grace  offers 
thefe  dignities  to  me  in  fo  generous 
and  friendly  a  manner,  that  I  pro- 
mife  you  to  accept  them."  Upon 
the  death  of  Bifhop  Wilcocks  he 
was  accordingly  promoted  to  the 
fee  of  Rochefier,  and  deanry  of 
Wellminrter,  in  1756.  Bifhop 
Sherlock  died  in  1761,  and  Lcrd 
Bath  offered  hi?  intereft  for  getting 
the  Bifhop  of  Rochefier  appointed 
to  fucceed  him  in  the  diocefe  of 
London,  but  the  bifhop  told  his 
lordfhip,  that  he  had  determined 
never  to  be  Bifhop  of  London,  or 
Aichbifhop  of  Canterbury. 


*  As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the  doctor  was  to  he  dean  of  Wjnchefter,  hi; 
fyiend  Mr.  Pultcney  cr.me  to  congratulate  him  on  the  occ3ficn,  and  among 
other  things  which  he  then  faid,  one  was,  "  Dr.  Pearce,  thcugh  you  may 
think  that  others,  belides  Sir  Robert,  have  contributes  \.>  get  you  this  dignity, 
yet  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  is  all  in  ail,  and  that  vou  iwc  it  entirely 
to  his  good-will  towards  you ;  and  therefore  as  I  am  r.ow  fo  engaged  in  oppo- 
iiticn  to  him,  i:  may  happen  that  fame  who  are  of  our  patty,  may,  it  thcie. 
ihould  he  any  opposition  for  members  of  Parliament  at  Winchciter,  prevail  up- 
on me  to  defire  ycu  to  aft  there  in  afltftance  of  loii.e  frier,  d  of  ours,  ?nd  Sir 
Robert,  at  the  fame  time  may  afk  your  afiifbnee  in  the  election  for  a'frierd  of 
his  own,  -againft  one  whom  we  recommend  :  I  tell  you,  therefore,  before-hand, 
that  if  you  comply  with  my  requeft,  rather  than  Sir  Robert's,  tg  whom  you  arc 
lb.  very  much  obliged,  I  ftuU  have  tbt  fc&rfe  opinion  of  you." 
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In  the  year  1763,  his  lordfeip 

being  feventy-three  years  o!d,  and 
rinding  himfelf  lefs  fit  for  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  Rations  as  bilhop  and 
dean,  informed  his  friend,  Lcri 
Bath,  of  his  intention  to  resign 
both,  and  live  in  a  retired  manner 
upon  his  private  fortune.  Lord 
Bath  undertook  to  acquaint  his  ma- 
jelly,  who  named  a  day  and  hour, 
when  the  bilhop  was  admitted  alone 
into  the  dofet.  He  told  the  king, 
that  he  wilhed  to  have  fome  inter- 
val between  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs 
and  eternity,  and  defired  his  ma~ 
jelly  to  conlult  proper  perfon?  about 
the  propriety  and  legality  of  his 
refignation.  In  about  two  months 
the  king  informed  him,  that  Lord 
Mansfield  faw  no  objection,  and 
that  Lord  Northington,  who  had 
been  doubtful,  on  farther  confi- 
deration,  thought  that  the  requetl 
might  be  complied  with.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  bilhop,  Lord  Bath 
applied  for  Bilhop  Newton  to  fuc- 
ceed.  This  alarmed  the  miniitry, 
who  thought  that  no  dignities 
fhould  be  obtained  but  through 
their  hands.  They,  therefore,  op- 
pofed  the  refignation,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  was  informed  that  tne  bifhops 
difliked  the  defign.  His  majefty 
feat  to  him  again,  and  at  a  third 
audience  told  him,  that  he  mult 
think  no  more  of  refigning.  The 
bilhop  replied,  "  Sir,  I  am  all 
duty  and  iubmiffion,"  and  then  re- 
tired.* 


In  1768  he  obtained  leave  to 
refign  thedeanr.y;  in  1775  he  io.t 
his  lady,  and  afoer  fome  months  of 
lingering  decay,  he  died  at  Little 
Ealing,  June  29,  1774-  Being 
one  day  how  he  could  live 
with  fo  little  nutriment?  /  live 
faid  he,  upon  the  recolieilicn  of  an 
innocent  knd  lueil-fpent  life,  ■-.. 
nee. 

This  eminent  prelate  diflingjifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  eery  pare  of  his  life 
by  the  virtues  proper  to  his  Ration. 
His  literary  abilities,  and  applica, 
tior.  to  (acred  and  philological 
learning,  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing catalogue  -f  his  works.  A 
Thankfgivi  r.oa     for     Pre- 

fervation   from   the  Plague,   b 
ti.e    Lore-  ad    Alden 

j 7 23. — A  Farewell  Sermon,  on 
quiung  the  Rectory  of  St.  B  . 
lomew's,  1723-4.— -A  Sermon  at 
the  Confecration  of  St.  Martin'* 
Church,  Oct.  z",  1726. — A  Ser- 
mon on  the  Propagation  of  rhe 
Gofpel,  1729-30.  —  A  Sermon  on 
Se!f-\lurder,  1734.— A  Sermon  on 
the  Subject  of  Charity  Schools, 
I735. — Concio  ad  Synodum  Cieri, 
in  Provincia  Cant,  habita,  1741. — • 
A  Spi teal  Senncn,  at  St.  Bribe's, 
1743. — A  Sermon  before  the  Lords, 
Jan.  30,  1748-9. — A  Fait  Sermon 
before  the  Lords  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  March  14,  17(0. — A  Jir* 
bilee  Sermon,  in  ditto,  June  3, 
1 760. — Three  Letters  in  the  Guar- 
dian    and     Spectator,     mentioned 


*  With  refpccl:  to  the  bifhop's  earneft  defire  of  refigning  his  preferments,  the 
editor  (his  lordihip's  chaplain)  obierves,  that  it  gave  occasion  to  much  diiqui- 
f.tion  and  conjecture.  '  As  it  could  not  be  founded  in  avarice,  it  was  fought  in 
vanity,  and  Dr.  Pearce  was  fufpected  as  afpiring  to  the  antiquated  phrale  of  con- 
tempt of  wealth,  and  defire  of  retirement.1  Eut  the  editor,  who.  had  the  bell 
tunities  of  judging,  feems  flxongly  perfuaded,  that  the.  intended  refignation 
proceeded  from  the  caufes  publicly  alledged,  a  defire  of  difiniflicn  from  public 
cares,  and  of  opportunity  for  more  continued  itudy.  Som;  oF  the  biinop's 
manufcripts  confirm  him  in  this  opinion. 

B  3  above. 
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above. — Cicero  de  Oratore,  1716, 
17-52,  1746,  1771.— Longinus  de 
Sublimitate,  1724,  1732,  1733, 
17-2,  1/62,  1773.  —  Cicerode  Of- 
ficii!-, 174^,  1761. — An  Account 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
jpamph  1720.  E/11I0I55  dune  de 
pcitione  N.  T.  a  Bentleid  fufcepta, 
de  corruptis  epillolarum  N.  T.  lo- 
cu,  &c.  J721. — A  Letter  to  the 
clergy  of  tne  Church  ol  England, 
on  occafion  of  the  Bifiiop  ot  Rc- 
chefter's  commitn  ent  to  the  Tower, 
2d  ed.  1772. — The  fame  in  French. 
—Miracles  of  JTus  vindicated, 
1727  and  1728. —  A  Revirw  cf  the 
Text  of  Milton,  1753. — Two  Let- 
ters againft  Dr.  Mi  Jleton,  occa- 
fio  led  by  the  ti  i  Lur's  letter  to 
Waterland,  on  the  publication  of 
his  treatife,  inthled  Scripture  Vin- 
dicated, 3d  edit.  1 752.—— 

Since  his  death  a  commentary 
with  notes  on  fche  four  Evangelills 
and  the  Acts  or  the  Apollles;  to- 
gether  with   a   new   translation  cf    ing  paffion    of  my    life,    and    the 


mv 

on  account  of  the  Source  front  nvhicb 
they  are  derived,  as  forming  an 
authentic  Supplement  to  the  /lecount 
aue  gave  of  the  Author  in  our  lajf 
foluate.  * 

IT  is  difficult  for  a  man  to  fpeak 
long  of  himlelf  without  va  ity  ; 
therefore,  I  ftiall  be  (hort.  It  rmy 
be  thought  an  insane  •  of  vanity 
that  I  pretend  at  a.l  to  write  my 
lite;  but  this  nar-uive  (hall  con- 
tain little  more  than  the  hiftory  of 
my  writings;  as,  indeed,  wlmoft 
ajl  my  life  has  been  fpent  in  lite- 
rary purfuits  and  occupations.  The 
firft  fuccefs  of  moft  of  my  writings 
was  not  fuch  as  to  be  an  object  of 
vanity. 

I  was  born  the  26th  of  April 
171 1,  o!d  ftyle,  at  Edinburgh.— 
1  paifed  through  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  euurv.;on  with  fuccefs,  and  was 
feized  very  early  with  a  paffion  for 
literature,  which  has  been  the  rul- 


ijt.  Paul's  firfl  Eptftle  cO  the  Co- 
rinthians, with  a  paiaphrafe  and 
notes,  have  been  pufiiilhed,  with 
his  life  prefixed,  from  origin?! 
MSS.  in  2  vol.  4.to.  by  his  Lord- 
fhiprs  chaplain,  John  Derby,  A.M. 


great  f-mrce  of  my  enjoyments. 
My  lludious  difpofition,  my  fo- 
briety,  and  my  induilry,  gave  my 
family  a  notion  that  the  law  was 
a  p  -^ner  profeffion  for  me;  but  I 
founc  n  unfurmountable  averfion 
to  every  thing  but  the  purfuits   of 

— — philo'"rphy  and   general   learning  ; 

a;id  while  they  fancied  I  was  por- 

£x!ra8s  from  the  Life  of  David  ing  upon  Voet  and  Vinnius,  Ci- 
fjunie,  £fj;  written  by  himfelf.        cero  and  Virgil  were  the   authors 

which  I  was  fecretiy  devouring. 

*Ihf»  Memoirs,  at  <zve  are  told  in  an  My  very  (lender  fortune,  how- 
A.i<verttjemint  by  the  Editor,  nbere  ever,  b. ing  unfuitable  to  this  plan 
by  Mr.    Hume,    a  ftta     of  life,  and  my  health   being  a  lit- 


*wr.:ten  ey  Mr.  nume,  a 
Month}  before  his  Death,  end  in  a 
Coi  icil  to  his  Will  t/jey  are  order- 
'sd  :c  be  prtfbcei  to  the  next  Edition 
ef  his  Works.  We  fatter  ourfelves 
tiie  fore  thut  they  will  net  be  un- 
Jicctt table  to  our  Readers,  as  ivell 


tie  broken  by  my  ardent  appli- 
cation, I  was  tempted  or  rather 
forced,  to  make  a  very  feeble 
trial  for  entering  into  a  more  active 
fcene  of  life.  In  1734.  I  went 
to  Brulol,   with   fome  iccommen- 


•  Vid»  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  xix.  p.  17. 


dation? 


CHARACTERS. 


dations  to  eminent  merchants,  but 
in  a  few  monchs  found  that  fcene 
totailv  unluitable  to  me.  I  went 
over  to  France  uith  a  view  of  pro- 
fecuting  my  ftudies  in  a  country 
re  °t  ;  and  I  there  laid  that  plan 
of  1  ,  v*  inch  1  have  fteadily  and 
fuo  e  jtully  purfucd. 

During  roy  r.  'eat  in  France, 
firft  at  Reims,  bu:  chiefly  at  La 
Flecrie,  in  -  r.j  u,  I  compofed  my 
Treat i/e  o,  human  Nature.  After 
palling  three  years  very  agreeably 
in  that  country,  I  came  over  to 
London  in  1737.  In  the  end  of 
1738,  I  publi&ed  my  Treatife, 
and  immediately  went  down  to  my 
mother  and  my  brother,  who  lived 
at  his  country-houfe,  and  was  em- 
ploying himlclf  very  judicioufly 
and  fuccefsfully  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  fortune. 

Never  literary  attempt  was  more 
unfortunate  than  my  Treatife  of 
Human  Nature.  It  fell  dead-bom 
frcm  the  prefs,  without  reaching 
fuch  diftinclion  as  even  to  excite 
a  murmur  among  the  zealots.  But 
being  naturally  of  a  cheerful  and 
fanguine  temper,  I  very  foon  reco- 
vered the  blow,  and  profecuted 
with  great  ardour  my  ftudies  in 
the  country.  In  1742,  I  printed 
at  Edinburgh  the  firft  part  of  my 
Effays :  the  work  was  favourably 
received,  and  foon  made  me  en- 
tirely forget  my  former  difappoint- 
ment. 

In  1745,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  Marquis  of  Annandale,  invit- 
ing me  to  come  and  live  with  him 
in  England  ;  I  found  alfo,  that  the 
friends  and  family  of  that  young 
nobleman  were  defirous  of  putting 
him  under  my  care  and  direction, 
for  the  ftate  of  his  mind  and  health 
required  it.— .1  lived  with  him  a 
twelvemonth.     My    appointments 


during  that  time  made  a  confider- 
able  acceffion  to  my  fmall  fortune. 
I  then  received  an  invitation  from 
General  St.  Clair  to  attend  him 
as  a  fecretary  to  his  expedition, 
which  was  at  firft  meant  againft 
Canada,  but  ended  in  an  incurfion 
on  the  coaft  of  France.  Next  year, 
to  wit,  I747»  I  received  ar  invi- 
tation from  the  General  to  attend 
him  in  the  fame  ftation  in  his  mi- 
litary embaffy  to  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Turin.  I  then  wore 
the  uniform  of  an  officer,  and  was 
introduced  at  thefe  courts  as  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  General,  along  with 
Sir  Harry  Erlkine  and  Captain 
Grant,  now  General  Grant. 

I  had  always  entertained  a  no- 
tion  that  my  want  of  fuccefs  in 
publifhing  the  Treatife  of  Human 
Nature,  had  proceeded  more  from 
the  manner  than  the  matter,  and 
that  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 
ufual  indifcretion,  in  going  to  the 
prefs  too  early.  I,  therefore,  caft 
the  firft  part  of  that  work  anew  in 
the  Enquiry  concerning  Human 
Underftanding,  which  was  publilh- 
ed  while  I  was  at  Turin.  But  this 
piece  was  at  firft  little  more  fuc- 
cefs ful  than  the  Treatife  of  Human 
Nature.  On  my  return  from  Italy, 
I  had  the  mortification  to  find  all 
England  in  a  ferment,  on  account 
of  Dr.  Middleton's  Free  Enquiry, 
while  my  performance  was  entirely 
overlooked  and  neglected.  A  new 
edition,  which  had  been  published 
at  London  of  my  Effays,  moral 
and  political,  met  not  with  a  much 
better  reception. 

Such  is  the  force  of  natural 
temper,  that  thefe  difappointments 
made  little  or  no  imprefiion  on  me. 
I  went  down  in  1749,  and  lived 
two  years  with  my  brother  at  his 
country-houfe,  for  my  mother  was 

B  4  now 
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now  dead.  I  there  compofed  the 
lecond  part  of  my  Effays,  which  I 
called  Political  Difccurfes,  and  alio 
my  Enquiry  concerning  the  Prin- 
ciples or  Morals,  which  is  another 
part  of  my  Treatife  that  I  caft 
anew.  Meanwhile,  my  bookfel- 
ler,  A.  Miliar,  informed  me,  that 
my  former  publications  (all  but 
the  unfortunate  Treatife)  were  be- 
ginning to  be  the  fubje£l  of  con- 
verfation  ;  that  the  fale  of  them 
was  gradually  increafing,  and  that 
new  editions  were  demanded.  An- 
fwers  by  Reverends,  and  Right 
Reverends,  came  but  two  or  tnree 
in  a  year  ;  ai,d  I  found,  by  Dr. 
Warborton's  railing,  that  the  books 
were  beginning  to  be  efteemed  in 
good  company. 

In  1 75 1,  I  removed  from  the 
country  to  the  town,  the  true  fcene 
ior  a  man  of  letters.  In  1752, 
were  publifhed  at  Edinburgh,  where 
I  then  lived,  my  Political  Dif- 
courfes,  the  only  work  of  mine 
that  was  fuccefsful  on  the  hrft 
publication.  It  was  well  received 
abroad  and  at  home.  In  the  fame 
year  was  publifhed  at  London,  my 
Enquiry  concerning  the  Principles 
of  Morals ;  which,  in  my  own  opi- 
nion (who  ought  not  to  judge  on 
that  iabjecl),  is  of  all  my  writings, 
fiiitorica.',  philofophical,  or  lite- 
rary, incomparably  the  belt.  It 
came  unnoticed  and  Ifnob&rved 
into  the  world. 

In  ij6z,  the  Faculty  of  Advo- 
cates chofe  me  their  Librarian,  an 
office  from  widen  I  received  little 
or  no  emolument,  nut  which  gave 
me  the  command  of  a  large  libra- 
ry. I  then  formed  the  plan  of 
writing  the  .Hiitory  of  England  ; 
but  being  frightened  with  tr.e 
riOtion  or  continuing  a  narrative 
through  a  pe:iod  of  1700  vears, 
8 


I    commenced    with    the    accefliqrt 
of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,   an  epoch 
when,    I    thought,     the    mifrepre- 
fentations  of  faction  began  chiefly 
to  take  place.'     I  was  1  own,  fan- 
guine   in    my   expectations  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this   work.     I    thought 
that  I  was  the  only  hiftorian,  that 
had     at     once     neglected     prefent 
power,  intereft,  ahd  authority,  and 
the  cry  of  popular  prejudices ;  and 
as  the  fubjedt  was  fuited  to  evtry 
capacity,  I   expected    proportional 
applauie.     But   miferable  was   my 
diiappointment  :   I  was  affailed  -by 
one  cry  of  reproach,  difipproba- 
tion,    and  even    debellation;   Eng- 
lifh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh,  Whig  and 
Tory,  churchman  and  feclary,  free- 
thinker and  re'igionift,  patriot  and 
counier,  united  in  their  rage  againlt 
the    man    who    had    prefumed    to 
fhed  a  generous  tear  for  the  fate  of 
Charles  I.  and   the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford ;  and  after  the  firit  ebullitions 
of  their  fury  were  over,  what  was 
ft  ill    more    mortifying,    the    book 
fremed  to  fink  into  oblivion.      Mr. 
Miliar  told  me,  that  in  a  twelve- 
month  he  fold  only  forty-five  co- 
pies  of   it.      I    fcarcely,    indeed, 
heard    of  one    man    in    the    three 
kingdoms,    confiderable    for    rank 
or   letters,    that    could   endure   tRe 
bcok.     I  mil  ft  only  except  the  pri- 
mate of  England,  Dr.  Herring,  and 
the  primate  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Stone, 
which  feemed   two  odd  exceptions. 
Thefe  dignified  prelates  feparately 
fent  me  meffages  not  to  be  difcou- 
raged. 

I  was,  however,  I  confefs,  dif- 
couraged;  and  had  not  the  war 
been  at  that  time  breaking  out 
between  France  and  England,  I 
had  certainly  retired  to  fome  pro- 
vincial town  of  the  former  king- 
dom, have  changed  my  name,  and 

never 
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never  more  have  returned  to  my 
native  country.  But  as  this  fcberr. s 
was  not  now  practicable,  and  the 
fubfequent  volume  was  confiderably 
advanced,  I  refolved  to  pick  up 
courage  and  to  perfevere. 

In  this  interval,  I  publifhed  at 
London  my  Natural  Hiitorv  of  Re- 
ligion, along  with  fome  other  fmall 
pieces :  its  public  entry  was  rather 
obfcure,  except  only  that  Dr. Hurd  * 
wrote  a  pamphlet  againft  it,  with 
all  the  illiberal  petulance,  arrogance, 
and  fcurrility,  which  diftinguilh 
the  Warburtonian  fchool.  This 
pamphlet  gave  me  fome  confola- 
tion  for  the  otherwife  indifferent 
reception  of  my  performance. 

In  1756,  two  years  after  the  fall 
of  the  full  volume,  was  publifhed 
the  fecond  volume  of  my  Hiilory, 
containing  the  period  from  the 
death  of  Charles  I.  till  the  Revo- 
lution. Thii  performance  hap- 
pened to  give  lefs  difpleafure  to 
the  Whigs,  and  was  better  re- 
ceived. It  not  only  rofe  itfelf,  but 
helped  to  buoy  up  its  unfortunate 
brothers. 

But  though  I  had  been  taught  by 
experience,  that  the  Whig  party 
were  in  pofTeflion  of  bellowing  a  1 
places,  both  in  the  Hate  and  in  li- 
terature, I  wa^  fo  little  inclined  do 
yield    to    their   fehfelefs    clamour, 


that  in  above  a  hundred  alterations, 
which  farther  ftudy,  rending,  or 
ion  engaged  me  to  make  in 
the  reigns  of  the  two  firft  Stuarts, 
I  have  made  all  of  them  invariably 
to  the  Tory  fide.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  confider  the  Englifti  confiitution 
befcre  that  period  as  a  regular  plan 
jrty. 

In  1759,  I  publifhed  my  Hif:o.-y 
of  the  Houfe  of  Tudor.  The  cla- 
mour againft  this  performance  was 
almoft  equal  to  that  againft  the 
Hiftory  of  the  two  firft  Stuarts. 
The  reign  of  Eiilabeth  was  par- 
ticularly obnoxious.  Bat  I  was  now 
Cillous  againft  the  imprefiions  of 
public  folly,  a::d  continued  very 
peaceably  and  contentedly  in  my 
retreat  at  Edinburgh^  to  iinifti,  in 
two  volumes,  the  more  early  part 
of  the  Engiifn  Hillary,  which  I 
gave  to  the  public  in  1761,  with 
tolerable,  and  but  tolerable,  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  author  being  now,  as  he  in- 
forms us,  turned  of  fifty,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  by  the  file  of  his 
books,  a  competent  and  indepen- 
dent fortune,  he  retired  into  his 
native  country  of  Scotland,  deter- 
mined never  more  to  fet  his  foot  out  of 
it.  From  this  refolution  he  was 
however  diverted  by  the  Earl  of 
Hertford,    whom    he   attended,   as 


*  The  title  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to  is — Remarks  on  Mr.  David  Huf;:e's 
Ejfay  on  the  Natural  Hiftary  of  Religion.  Addrefled  to  ibe  Rev.  Dr.  Warbarton. 
— Since  the  appearance  of  Mi".  Hume's  Lir-,  a  new  edition  o;  this  performance 
has  been  publifhed,  with  the  following  advertifement  from  the  bookfelier  to 
the  reader. 

"  The  following  is  fuppofed  to  he  the  pamphlet  referred  to  by  the  late  Mr. 
David  Hume,  in  page  21,  of  his  Li;;>  as  being  written  by  Dr.  Hurd.  Upon 
my  applying  to  the  bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry  for  his  permiflion  to  re- 
publilh  it,  he  very  readily  gave_me  his  content.  His  LordJhip  only  added,  he 
was  forry  he  cjuIJ  not  tak  he  WHOLE   infamy  of  the  charge  brought 

againft  him;  but  that  he  mould  hereafter,    rF  he  thought  it  worth    his   while, 
.  1  himlelf  more  particularly  on  that  fubjecL  T.  GADELL." 

'    **  Sprout,  March,  1777. 

fecretary, 
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fecretary,  on  his  embafly  to  Paris  what  ftricken  in  years,  with  the 
in  theyeap  1763.  He  gives  us  the  profpect  of  enjoying  long  my  eafe, 
following  account  of  his  reception     and  of  feeing  the  increafc  of  my 


in  that  capital. 

Thofe  who  have  not  feen  the 
flrange  effects  of  modes,  will  ne- 
ver imagine  the  reception  I  met 
with  at  Paris,  from  men  and  wo- 
men  of  all  ranks  and  Rations.  The 
more  I  refiled  from  their  exceffive 
civilities,  the  more  I  was  loaded 
with  them.  Tnere  is,  however, 
a  real  fatisfa&ion  in  living  at  Paris, 
from  the  great  number  of  fenfible, 


reputation. 
In    fpring, 


//  :>» 


I  was  fcruck 


with  a  diiorder  in  my  bowels, 
which  at  firrt  gave  me  no  alarm, 
but  has  fince,  as  I  apprehend  it, 
become  mortal  and  incurable.  I 
now  reckon  upon  a  fpeedy  dilTo- 
lution.  I  have  fuffered  very  little 
pain  from  my  difoider;  and,  what 
is  more  ftrange,  have,  notwith. 
Handing   the  great   decline  of  my 


knowing,  and  polite  company  with  perfon,  never  fuffered  a  moment's 
which  that  city  abounds  above  abatement  of  my  fpiritsj  info- 
all  places  in  the  univerfe.  I  much,  that  were  I  to  name  the 
thought  once  of  fettling  there  for  period  of  my  life,  which  I  mould 
life.  moil  choofe  to  pafs  over  again,  I 
I  was  appointed  fecretary  to  the  might  be  tempted  to  point  to  this 
embafly;  and,  in  fummer  1765,  later  period.  I  poffefs  the  fame 
Lord  Hertford  left  me,  being  ap-  ardour  as  ever  in  ftudy,  and  the 
pointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-  fame  gaiety  in  company.  J  con- 
lind.  I  was  charge  J'  affaires  till  fider,  beftdes,  that  a  man  of  fixty- 
the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Rich-  five,  by  dying,  cuts  off  only  a  few 
mond,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  years  of  infirmities ;  and  though 
In  the  beginning  of  1766,  I  left  I  fee  many  fymptoms  of  my  litera- 
Paris,  and  next  fummer  went  Co  ry  reputation's  breaking  out  at  laft 
Edinburgh  with  the  fame  view  as  with  additional  luftre,  I  know  that 
formerly,  of  burying  myfelf  in  a  I  could  have  but  few  years  to  en- 
philofophical    retreat.     .1   returned  joy  it.     It  is  difficult  to  be  mora 


to  that  place,  not  richer,  bur  with 
much  more  money,  and  a  much  lar. 
ger  income,  by  means  of  Lord  Hert- 
ford's friendfhip,  than  I  left  it; 
and  I    was  defirdus  of  trying  what 


detached  from    life   than  I  am   at 
pre  fen  t. 

To  conclude  hifloricaliy  with 
my  own  character.  1  am,  or  ra- 
ther   was    (for    that    is    'he    ftyle 


fuperfluity  could  produce,  as  I  had     I  muft   now    ufe   in    fpeaking    of 
formerly  made  an  experiment  of  a     myfelf,  which    emboldens  me   the 


competency.  But,  in  1767,  I  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Conway  an  invi- 
tation to  be  Under- fecretary ;  and 
this  invitation,  both  the  character 
of  the  perfon,  and  my  connexions 
with  Lord  Hertford,  prevented  ms 
from    declining.       I    returned    to 


more  to  fpeak  my  fentiments)  ; 
I  was,  I  fay,  a  man  of  mild 
difpoiitions,  of  command  of  tem- 
per, of  an  open,  fecial,  and  cheer- 
ful humour,  capable  of  attach- 
ment, but  little  fufceptrble  of 
enmity,   and  of   great   moderation 


Edinburgh  in    1769,  very  opulent     in    all     my     paffions.      Even    my 
(for  I  pofleffed  a  revenue  of  lOOQi.     leve  of  literary   fame,    my    ruling 
a  year),  healthy,  and  though  fome-    paffion,     never    foured    my    tem- 
per, 
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per*,  nof,.'f.hitandingmy  frequent 
difaop-  ■'■  nents.  My  company 
wa.  unacceptable  to  the  young 

ar  elefs,  as  well  as  to  the  (tu- 
rf is  and  literary  ;  and  as  J  took  a 
]  cicalar  pleafure  in  the  company 
of  medeft  women,  1  had  no  reafon 
to  be  difp'eafed  with  the  reception 
I  met  wiff  from  them,  in  a  word, 
though  mod  men  any  wife  eminent, 
have  i  und  realon  to  complain  of 
calumiy,  I  never  was  touched,  or 
even  attacked  by  her  baleful  tooth: 
and  though  1  wantonly  expoied 
mvfelf  to  the  rage  of  both  civil  and 
religious  factions,  they  feemed  t>> 
be  difarmed  in  my  behJf  of  their 
wonted  fury.  My  friends  never 
had  occafion  to  vindicate  any  one 
circumllance  of  my  character  and 
conduct  :  not  but  that  tne  zealots, 
we  may  well  fuppole,  would  have 
bem  glad  to  invent  and  propagate 
any  Uory  to  my  difadvantage,  but 
they  could  never  find  any  which 
they  thought  would  wear  the  face 
of  probability.  1  cannot  fay  there 
is  no  vanity  in  making  this  funeral 
oration  of  mylelf,  but  I  hope  it  is 
not  a  mifplaced  one  ;  and  this  is  a 
matter  of  fact  which  is  eafily  cleared 
and  ascertained. 


The  following  Sketches  are  faid  to 
have  been  delineated  by  the  Pen  of 


the  late  lord  ChpfWfield.    In  *r- 
der  iv  -■■  t      i  -iiuupe  (.»mf<lete,'wt 
have  adui...  ti  at  of  Lord  Chelier*- 
field  bimfeif,  by  another  Hand, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

I  Much  queftion,  whether  an  im- 
partial character  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  will  or  can  be  tranfmitted 
to  pofterity :  for  he  governed  this 
kingdom  fl>  long,  that  the  various 
pafiLns  of  mankinn  mingled  and 
in  a  manner  incorporated  thera- 
felves  with  every  thing  that  was 
faid  or  written  concerning  him. 
Never  was  man  more  flattered  or 
more  abufed ;  and  his  long  power 
was  piobably  the  caufe  of  both.  I 
was  nui  h  acquainred  with  him 
both  in  nii  public  and  private  life. 
I  mean  to  do  impartial  juftice  to 
his  character,  and  therefore  mjr 
picture  of  him  will  perhaps  be 
more  like  him,  than  it  will  be  like 
any  of  the  other  pictures  drawn  of 
him. 

In  private  life  he  was  good-na- 
tured, chearful,  focial ;  inelegant 
in  his  manners,  loofe  in  his  mo- 
rals, he  had  a  coarfe  llrong  wit, 
which  he  was  too  ittt  of  for  a  man 
in  his  (lation,  as  it  is  always  in- 
confiftent  with  dignity.  He  was 
very  able  as  a  minifter,  but  with- 
out a  certain  elevation  of  mind, 
neceflary  for  great  good,  or  great 


*  The  author  of  a  letter  addrefled  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  faid  to  have  been  written 
by  a  dignitary  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxtord,  puts  the  following  queries  to  him, 
upon  this  point — "  Was  there,  then,  any  fufpicion  in  Scotland,  that  he  might 
**  not,  at  times,  be  quite  lb  compoied  and  eafy  as  he  fhould  have  been  ?  Was 
"  there  any  particular  book  ever  written  againft  him,  that  (hook  his  fyftem  to 
«  pieces  about  his  ears,  ani  reduced  ii  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  the  fuccefs  and  eclat  of 
«4  which  might  be  iiippoied  to  have  hurt  his  mind,  and  to  have  affected  his  health? 
«'  Was  there  any  author,  whofe  name  his  friends  never  dared  mention  before  him, 
«'  and  warned  all  (trangers,  that  were  introduced  to  him,  againft  doing  it,  becaufe 
"  he  never  tailed,  when  by  any  accident  it  was  done,  to  fly  out  into  a  tranfport  of 
"  paflion  and  fwearing  V 

roifchief» 


• 
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mifchief.  Profufc  and  appetent, 
his  ambition  was  fubfervieht  to  his 
deiign  of  making  a  gieat  fortune — 
He  had  more  of  the  Mazarin  than 
of  the  Richelieu — He  would  do 
mean  things  for  projir,  and  never 
thought  or  doing  great  ones  for 
glery.  He  was  both  the  beft  par- 
nt  man,  and  the  able  ft  ma- 
nager of  parliament,  that  I  believe 
ever  lived.  .An  artful  rather  than 
eloquent  fpfaker,  he  faw,  as  by 
ir.tiifioi),  the  difpolition  of  the 
houie,  and  pre  lied  or  receded  ac- 
cordingly. So  clear  in  dating  the 
moil  intricate  matters,  eipecially 
in  the  finances,  that,  whilft  he  was 
the  mo  ft  ignorant  thought 
tl.u:  they  under ik>od  what  they 
really  did  not.  Money,  not  pre- 
rogative, was  the  chief  engine  of 
his  adminiftration  ;  and  he  em- 
ployed it  with  a  fuccefs,  which  in  a 
manner  difgraced  humanity*.  He 
was  not,  it  is  true,  the  inventor 
of  that  lhameful  method  of  go- 
verning, which  had  been  gainingr 
ground  infenlibiy  ever  fince  Charles 
the  Second,  but  with  uncommon 
jfkill  and  unbounded  profufion  he 
biought  it  to  that  perfection  which 
at  this  time  difhonours  and  dif- 
trefies  this  country,  and  which,  (if 
not  checked,  and  God  knows  how 
it  can  be  now  checked)  mult  ruin 
it. 


B elides  this  powerful  engine  of 
government,  he  had  a  moll  extra* 
ordinary  talent  of  perfuading  and 
working  men  up  to  his  purpofe— - 
A  hearty  kind  of  frar.kncfs,  which 
fometimes  feemed  imprudence, 
made  people  think  that  he  let  them 
into  his  fecrets,  whilft  the  im. 
politenefs  of  his  manners  feemed  to 
attcft  his  fincerity.  When  he 
found  any  body  proof  againft  pe- 
cuniary temptations,  which,  alas! 
was  but  feldom,  he  had  reccurfe 
to  a  fti!l  worfe  art :  for  he  laughed 
at  and  ridiculed  all  notions  of  pub- 
lic virtue  and  the  love  of  one's 
country,  calling  them  "  The  chi- 
merical jchool-boy  flight s  of  clt>4 
learning-"  declaring  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  "  No  Saint,  no  Sparta>.t 
no  Reformer."  He  would  frequent- 
ly aik  young  fellows  at  their  fad 
appearance  in  the  world,  while 
their  honeft  hearts  were  yet  un- 
tainted—*' Well,  are^you  to  be  an 
eld  Roman  ?  a  patriot  ?  You'll  foott 
come  of  cf  that  and  groixi  moiftr." 
And  thus  he  was  more  dangerous  to 
the  morals,  than  to  the  liberties  of 
his  country,  to  which  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  he  meant  r.o  ill  in  his 
heart  f . 

He  was  the  e2fy  and  profufe  dupe 
of  women,  and  in  fome  inner. cei 
indecently  fo — He  was  excefiively 
open  to  flattery,  even  of  the  grofleft 


*  Notwithftanding  his  avowed  principles  of  venality,  it  is  z  well  known  truth, 
a  checked  the  mi  in  fcj  viiity  of  members  of  Parliament,  efpecially 
North  Brit 
f  Though  ir  cannot  he  Sir  Robert  ruled  this   country  by  general 

corrupt!  fucceeded  in  his.  plans  of  government  by  temporary  exnew 

there  was   a  decency  in  bis  parliamentary  conduct,  of  which  we   now  lament  the 
total  si  .^., 

Ev<  '       was  treated  with  refpeet,  and  every 

queftioij  difi  md    impartiality.     The   pari 

clfu  fs  were  ranged  oi  g  tp  their  fappoied  merit ;   ami  tr 

'-. rcii  becomes  citizens. 
Theie  was  therl'n  .    5  uproar,  uo  1    1  tumultuous  ctamcur 

of  '1 1 

kinu; 
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kind,  and  from  the  coarfeft  bung- 
lers of  that  vile  profefiion,  which 
engaged  him  to  pafs  mod  of  his 
Jeiiure  and  jovial  hours  with  peo- 
ple whofe  blafted  characters  re- 
fJefled  upon  his  own  —  He  was 
Joved  by  many,  but  refpected  by 
none,  his  familiar  and  illiberal 
mirth  and  raillery  leaving  him  no 
dignity — He  was  not  vindictive, 
but  on  the  contrary  very  placable 
to  thofe  who  had  injured  him  the 
moll — His  good  humour,  good  na- 
ture, and  beneficence  in  the  fevera! 
relations  of  father,  huiband,  maf- 
ter,  and  friend,  gained  him  the 
warmeft  affections  cf  all  within  that 
circle. 

His  name  will  not  be  recorded 
in  hiQory  amongft  the  belt  Men, 
or  the  beft  Miniller:,  but  much 
lei's  ought  it  to  be  ranked  amongft 
the  worft*. 


Mr.  Pultex  et. 

MR.  Pukeney  was  formed  by 
nature  for  focial  and  convi- 
vial pleafures— Refentment  made 
him  engage  in  bufinefs.  He  had 
thought  himfelf  flighted  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  to  whom  he  pub- 
lickly  avowed  not  only  revenge, 
but  utter  dettruciion.  He  had 
lively  and  mining  parts,  a  furpriz- 


ing  quicknefs  of  wit,  and  a  happy 
turn  to  the  motl  amufing  and  en- 
tertaining kinds  of  poetry,  as  epi- 
grams, ballads,  odes,  &c.  in  all 
which  he  had  an  uncommon  faci- 
lity. His  compositions  rn  that  way 
were  fometimes  fatirical,  often  li- 
centious, but  always  full  of  wir. 

He  had  a  quick  and  clear  con- 
ception of  buhnefs,  ccralcr  equally 
deteft  and  pra£H(e  fophiflry —  he 
could  ftate  and  explain  the  mod 
intricate  matters,  even  in  figures, 
with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity.  His 
parts  were  rather  above  bufinefs, 
and  the  warmth  cf  his  imagination, 
joined  to  the  impetuofity  and  reft- 
lenhefs  of  his  temper,  made  him 
incapable  of  conducting  it  long  to- 
gether with  prudence  and  fteadi- 
nef3. 

Mo  was  a  mofr.  complete  orator 
and  debater  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, eloquent,  entertaining,  per- 
■  ,',  ltrong,  and  pathetic,  as 
occasion  required  ;  for  he  had  ar- 
guments, wit,  and  tears  at  his  com- 
mand. His  breaft  was  the  feat  of 
all  thofe  pafiions  which  degrade  our 
nature  and  dillurb  our  reafon. 
There  they  raged  in  a  perpetual 
confiift  ;  but  Avarice,  the  meaneft 
of  them  all,  generally  triumphed, 
ruled  abfolutely,  and  in  many  in- 
ftar.ces,  which  I  forbear  ;o  mention, 
moft  fcundaloufy. 


*  No  minifter  was  ever  lb  liberal  in  rewa  others  r.s  W.     It  has  been 

faid,  and  I  believe  proved  beyond  contradiction;  that  Aiv.all,  the  writer  cf  The 
Britilh  Journal,  at  different  times,  had  films  from  him  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thoufand   pounds.     The  flighteft   favour  from  the  prefs    was    lure  to   be  amply 

rewarded^  of  which  the  following  is  a  remarkable  inftan'ee* Aboot  the  year 

1735,  feveral  very  fevere  pamphlets  were  published  againft  Walpole's  adminiltra- 
tion.  Among  the  reft  was  a  poem  called — K  Arc  thefe  things  fo?"  A  young 
gentleman  of  about  nineteen  years  cf  age,  took,  it  into  his  head  to  write  an  anfwer 
to  this  piece,  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of,  "  Yes,  they  are  ?"  Sir  Robert  was  fo* 
pleafed  with  it,  though  but  a  flimfy  performance,  that  lie  fent  for  Roberts  the 
publisher,  and  exprefied  his  great  fatjsfacfiou  at  the  compliment  paid  him,  by 
giving  a  bank,  note  of  a  bandied  pounds  *  which  he  deiired  the  publilhsr  to  prefens 
■with  his  compliments  to  the  author* 

Hi* 
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His  fudden  pnfton  was  outrage- 
ous, but  fupported  by  great  perior- 
al courage. 

Nothing  exceeded  his  ambition 
but  his  avarice  ;  they  often  accom- 
pany and  are  frequently  and  reci- 
procally the  causes  and  the  effects 
of  each  other,  but  the  latter  is  al- 
ways a  clog  upon  the  former. 

He  affected  good  nature  and 
compaflion,  and  perhaps  his  heart 
might  feel  the  misfortunes  and  dif- 
treffes  of  his  fei low- creatures,  but 
his  hand  was  ieldom  or  never 
ftretched  out  to  relieve  them. 

Though  he  was  an  able  aclor  of 
truth  and  fincerity,  he  could  occa- 
fionally  lay  them  afide  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  his  ambition  or  ava- 
rice*. 

He  was  once  in  the  greateft 
point  of  view  that  I  ever  faw  any 
fubject  in.  When  the  opposition, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  prevailed  at 
laft  againft  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  he 
became  the  arbiter  between  the 
crown  and  the  people :  the  former 
imploring  his  protection,  the  latter 


his  fupport.  In  that  critical  mo- 
ment his  various  jarring  paffions 
were  in  the  higheft  ferment,  and  for 
a  while  fufpended  his  ruling  one. 
Senfe  of  ftiame  made  him  hefitate 
at  turning  courtier  on  a  fudden, 
after  having  acted  the  patriot  fo 
long  and  with  fo  much  applaufe  ; 
and  his  pride  made  him  declare  that 
he  would  accept  of  no  place,  vainly 
imagining,  that  he  could  by  fuch  a 
fimulated  and  temporary  felf-denial 
preferve  his  popularity  with  the 
people,  and  his  power  at  court  f . 
He  was  miftaken  in  both.  The 
king  hated  himalmoft  as  much  for 
what  he  might  have  done,  as  for 
what  he  had  done  :  and  a  motley 
mimftry  was  formed  who  by  no 
means  defired  his  company. 

The  nation  looked  ^dpon  him  as 
a  deferter,  and  he  fhrunk  into  in- 
significancy and  an  earldcm. 

He  msde  feveral  attempts  after- 
wards to  retrieve  the  popularity  he 
had  loft,  but  in  vain— his  fituation 
would  not  allow  r. — he  was  fixed 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  hofpital 
of  incurables,   and  his   retreat   to 


*  During  the  courfe  of  his  long  oppofition,  his  animofity  to  Walpcle  led  him 
(as  we  are  informed  by  the  ingenious  reviewer  of  Lord  Chefterfield's  Characters) 
into  that  molt  fcandalous  practice  of  betraying  private  converi'ation.  Mr.  Pul- 
UneVy  in  a  pamphlet  which  lie  publifhed  about  the  year  1735,  and  which  contained 
a  particular  defence  of  himfelt  again  a  minifterialvork  called  "  Scandal  and  De- 
famation difplayed,"  declared  upon  his  honour,  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had 
fpoken  in  very  flight  terms  of  the  king  when  prince  of  Wales;  he  quoted  the 
very  words  which  were  luppoled  to  be  made  life  of  by  the  minuter,  and  which 
conveyed  great  marks  of  comer  pt.  Howev.r,  he  loft  his  aim  ;  for  the  king 
generoufly  took  the  part  of  the  erfon  betray  >d  ;  and,  to  ihew  his  indignation 
againft  the  informer,  with  his  ov  n  hand  he  ft  ruck  his  name  from  the  lift  of  privy 
eounfellors. 

f  We  are  told  by  the  above-mentione  author,  that  the  following  accident, 
which  happened  during  the  adjournment  i  parliament,  might  pcffibly  accelerate 
his  determination  : — As  he  was  riding  in  Hyde  Park,  he  had  an  accidental  fall 
from  his  horfe,  which  gave  him  a  iligl.  bruife  ;  the  king  happened  to  come  by  at 
the  very  inltant,  and  being  informed  ot  Mr.  Pulteney's  misfortune,  he  immediately 
went  to  him,  took  him  into  his  coach,  and  fhewed  fuch  concern  for  him,  as  could 
not  but  foothe  and  affect  the  mind  of  a  perfoifclb  publicly  diftinguifhed  by  his 
fovercign  at  fo  critical  a  timet 

popularity 
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popularity  was  cut  off — For  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  when  once 
great,  and  once  loft,  is  never  to  be 
regained — He  lived  afterwards  in 
retirement  with  the  wrerched  com- 
fort of  Horace's  mifer. 

Populus  mtfibilat,  CiJV.* 

I  may  perhaps  be  fufpefted  to 
have  given  too  ftrong  colouring  to 
fome  features  of  this  portrait ;  but 
I  folemnly  protefc.  that  [  have 
drawn  it  confcientiotfly  and  to  the 
beft  of  my  knowledge,  from  \ery 
long  acquaintance  with  and  obfer- 
vation  of  the  original.  Nay,  I 
have  rather  foftened  than  heighten- 
ed the  colouring. f 


Lord  Hardwicke. 

LORD  Hardwicke  was  perhaps 
the  greateft  magiftrate  that 
this  councry  ever  had.  He  pre- 
fided  in  the  court  of  chancery  above 
twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time 
none  of  his  decrees  were  reverfed, 
nor  the  juftnefc  of  them  ever  quef- 
tioned.  Though  avarice  was  his 
ruling  paflion,  he  was  never  in  the 
leaft  fufpefted  of  any  kind  of  cor- 
ruption-—a  rare  and  meritorious 
inltance  of  virtue  and  felf-denial, 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  a 
craving,  infatiable,  and  increaGng 
paffion  ! 


•  9pon  the  death  of  George  the  Second,  the  E.  of  B.  made  a.  tender  of  his 
fervices  to  his  prefent  majefty. — The  offer  was  accepted,  fo  far  as  to  the  hear- 
ing of  his  advice  j  but  the  Great  Perfon  knew  his  character  was  fo  difagreeabls 
to  all  parties,  and  fo  cdious  to  the  people  in  general,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
giving  him  any  poit  in  the  adminiftratiovi.  It  is  affirmed  with  great  confidence, 
that  whenever  his  opinion  was  aiked  relating  to  ftate-matters,  he  conltaatly  gave 
it  againft  the  popular  fide  of  the  queftion. 

f  In  juftice  to  the  noble  earl's  memory,  we  cannot  pafs  by  this  opportunity  of 
fubmitting  to  the  reader's  judgment  another  character,  differing  in  many  refpects 
from  that  which  my  Lord  Chefterfield  has  given  us  of  him,  and  drawn  by  a 
perfon  of  found  judgment,  Uriel:  veracity,  and  who  enjoyed  a  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  him,  Dr.  Z.  Pearce,  late  Biihop  of  Rocheiter. 

*«  William  Pulteney,  Earl  of  Bath,  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  family, 
(the  De  Pultneys,  who,  I  think,  came  to  England  with  the  Norman  Duke, 
William,)  was,  by  inheritance  and  prudent  ceconomy,  poffeffed  of  a  very  large 
cftate,  out  of  which  he  yearly  beftowed,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
were  lets  acquainted  with  him,  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  his  whole  income. 
He  was  a  firm  friend  to  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  bis  country,  and  free  from 
all  the  vices  of  the  age,  even  in  his  youth.  He  conftantly  attended  the  public 
worfhip  of  God,  and  all  the  offices  of  it,  in  his  parifh  church,  while  his  health 
permitted  itj  and  when  his  great  age  and  infirmities  prevented  him  from  fo 
doing,  he  fupplied  that  defect  by  daily  reading  over  the  mcrning-fervice  of  the 
church  before  he  came  out  of  his  bedchamber.  That  he  had  quick  and  lively 
parts,  a  fine  head,  and  found  judgment,  the  many  things  which  he  published 
cccafionally,  fufficienily  teftify.  He  had  twice,  chiefly  by  his  own  perfonal 
weight,  overturned  the  miniltry  ;  viz.  in  1741  and  174.5  ;  though  he  kept  not 
in  power  long  at  each  of  thefe  great  events,  which  was  occafioned  by  his  ad- 
miniltration  ;  and  by  fome  other  means  lefs  creditable  to  bis  affociates  than  to  him- 
felf,  which  the  writer  of  this  account  is  well  acquainted  with.  The  Biihop  of 
Rochefter  had  lived  near  forty  years  in  friendfhip  with  him  -x  and  for  a  great  part 
©f  thofe  years  in  aii  intimacy  with  him,' ' 

,  He 
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He  had  great  and  clear  parts ; 
underftood,  loved,  and  cultivated 
the  belles  lettres. 

He  was  an  agreeable,  eloquent 
Speaker  in  parliament,  but  not 
without  fome  little  tincture  of  the 
pleader. 

Men  are  apt  to  miftake,  of  at 
leaft  to  feem  to  miltake  their  own 
talents,  in  hopes  perhaps  of  mif- 
lcading  others  to  allow  tlu-m  that 
which  they  are  conlcious  they  do 
not  poffefs.  Thus  Lord  Hardwicke 
valued  himfelf  more  upon  being  a 
great  minilter  of  ftate,  which  he 
certainly  was  not,  than  upon  being 
a  great  magillrate,  which  he  cer- 
tainly was. 

All  his  notions  were  clear,  but 
none  of  them  great.  Good  order 
and  domeftic  details  were  his  pro- 
per department.  The  great  and 
ihining  parts  „of  government, 
though  not  above  his  parts  to  con- 
ceue,  were  above  his  timidity  to 
undertake. 

By  great  and  lucrative  employ- 
ments, during  the  courfe  of  thirty 
years,  and  by  ftill  greater  parfimo- 
ny,  he  acquired  an  immenfe  for- 
tune, and  eftabliihed  his  numerous 
family  in  profitable  poiis,  and  ad- 
vantageous alliances*. 


Though  he  had  been  folicitcr 
and  attorney-general,  he  was  by 
no  means  what  is  called  a  preroga- 
tive lawyer — ;he  loved  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  maintained  the  juft  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  but  without 
ftretching  it  to  the  oppreiiicn  of  the 
people. 

He  was  naturally  humane,  mo- 
derate, and  decent,  and  when  by 
his  former  employments  he  was 
obliged  to  profecute  ftate-criminals, 
he  difcharged  that  duty  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  moft  of  his 
predecefftrs,  who  were  too  jufHy 
called  the  Blood-hounds  of  the 
crown. 

He  was  a  chearful  and  infiruc- 
tive  companion,  hamane  in  his  na- 
ture, decent  in  his  manner?,  un- 
llained  with  any  vice  (avarice  ex- 
cepted) a  very  great  Magiftrate, 
but  by  no  means  a  great  Minifter. 


Mr.  Fo  x. 

MR.  Henry  Fox  was  a  younger 
brother  of  the  loweft  ex- 
traction f.  His  father,  Sir  Stephen 
Fox,  made  a  confiderable  fortune, 
feme  how  or  other,  and  left  him  a 
fair     younger    brother's    portion, 

which 


*  The  Marriage  Ad.,  fays  the  reviewer,  was  a  thing  of  his  own  creatine,  and 
which  he  efponfed  with  all  his  might  and  vigour  :  it  met  with  great  oppoiition  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  thought,  by  all  impartial  people,  a  very  improper 
law  in  a  commercial  country,  where  all  polTihle  methods  ihuuld  be  taken  to  en- 
courage a  legal  commerce  between  the  ie>:es.  However,  by  his  great  power  and 
influence,  the  chancellor  carried  this  bill  triumphantly  through  both  hoi 
Thole  who  pretended  to  know  his  real  intentions  gave  out,  tkat,  in  the  profecuticn 
of  this  bufinefs,  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  fecuring  his  own  children 
from  rafli  and  imprudent  marriages. 

f  The  editor  of  the  Characters  has  carrecled  this  miftake  of  Lord  Chefter- 
field's,  and  has  given  us  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Fox's  family.— Mr. 
Henry  Fox  was  the  lecond  furviving  fon  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox.  Sir  Stephen  was 
one  of  the  younger  of  many  children,  and  bis  father,  Mr.  William  Fox,  was 
a  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  pofleffing  a  landed  cttate  of  about  300  1.  a- 
year  5  which  eftate,  upon  3  moderate  computation,  mutt  have  been  at  one  time 
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Which  he  fcon  fpent  in  the  com-  warded  their  attachment  and  de- 
mon vices  of  youth,  gaming  in-  pendance.  By  thefe  and  all  other 
eluded.  This  obliged  him  to  tra-  means  that  can  he  imagined,  he 
vel  for  fome  time.  While  abroad,  made  himfelf  many  perfonal  friends 
he  met  with  a  very  falacious  Eng.  and  political  dependants, 
lilhwoman,  whofe  liberality  re-  He  was  a  molt  difagreeable 
trieved  his  fortune,  with  feveral  fpeaker  in  parliament,  inelegant  in 
circumftances,  more  to  the  honour  his  language,  hefnating  and  un- 
of  his  vigour  than  his  morals.  graceful  in  his  elocution,  but  fkill- 

When   he   returned,    though  by  fill  in  difcerning  the  temper  of  the 

education  a  Jacobite,   he  attached  houfe,  and  in   knowing  when   and 

himfelf  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  how  to  prefs  or  to  yield, 
was  one  of  his  ableft  eleves.     He         A    conftant    good    humour   and 

had   no  fixed   principles   either  of  feeming  franknefs  made  him  a  wel- 

religion  or  morality,  and  was  too  come  companion  in  focial  life,  and 

unweary  in  ridiculing  and  explod-  in  all   domeftic   relations    he   was 

ing  them.  good-natured. 

He  had   very  great  abilities  and         As  he  advanced  in  life,  his  am. 

indefatigable  induftry  in   bafmefs,  bition   became    fubfervient    to    his 

great   (kill  in   managing,    that   is,  avarice.     His  early   prcfuhon  and 


in  corrupting  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  a  wonderful  dexterity 
in  attaching  individuals  to  him- 
felf. He  promoted,  encouraged, 
and  praclifed  their  vices  ;  he  gra- 
tified their  avarice,  or  fuppiied 
their  profufion.  He  wifely  and 
punctually  performed  whatever  he 
promifed,    and    mod   liberally   re- 


diffipation  had  made  him  feel  the 
many  inconveniences  of  want,  and, 
as  it  often  happens,  carried  him  to 
the  contrary,  and  worfe  extreme  of 
corruption  and  rapine.  Rem,  quo- 
cunque  modo  rem>  became  his  maxim, 
which  he  obferved  (I  will  not  Ly 
religioufly  ar.d  fcrupuloufly)  but  in- 
variably and  lhamefuUv. 

in  that  family  from  father  to  lbn  at  leaft  two  hundred  years.  The  prefent 
Earl  of  Ilchelter,  heir  and  elder  branch  of  that  family,  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr 
of  it.  It  is  at  a  place  called  Farley,  where  the  family  has  been  buried,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  monuments  in  that  church,  authenticating  the  fails  here  ad- 
vanced. Sir  Stephen  Fox  was  in  his  eailieft  youth  recommended  as  a  compa- 
nion to  King  Charles  the  Second,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  by  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  who  protected  and  in  fome  fort  educated  this  young  perfon, 
the  fon  of  his  friend  and  neighbour;  as  was  very  cuitomary  with  the  great  no- 
blemen of  that  time,  who  had  ufuaiiy  in  their  houfes  fome  of  the  ions  of  the 
lower  nobility  and  of  the  gentry  to  be  brought  up  under  their  care  and  inflec- 
tion. Mr.  Fox,  afterwards  Sir  Stephen,  accompanied  his  majefty  during  his 
exile,  and  befides  receiving  diftinguifhing  marks  of  the  royal  favour  abroad, 
upon  his  return  to  England,  and  at  the  reftoration,  he  was  made  privy  coun- 
sellor, paymafter  of  the  army,  and  was  at  one  time  fir  ft  commiifioner  cf  the 
treal'ury.  Sir  Stephen  had  by  his  firft  lady  two  daughters,  the  cue  married  to 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  the  other  to  the  Lord  Cornwallis — two  families  the 
moft  unlikely  to  have  condefcended  to  mean  or  unfuitable  alliances.  He  died 
at  a  very  advanced  age,  leaving  two  fons,  who  were  afterwards  the  Earl  ot  11- 
chefter  and  Lord  Holland,  and  one  daughter,  the  mother  of  the  prefent  Lord 
Digby. 

Vol.  XX.  C  He 
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He  had  not  the  lead  notion  of,  or 
regard  for  the  public  good  or  the 
conititution,  but  defpifed  thofe 
cares,  as  the  objects  of  narrow 
minds,  or  the  pretences  of  iiue- 
relied  ones.  And  he  lived,  as  Bru- 
tus died,  calling  Virtue  only  a 
name. 

The  following  traits  of  Mr.  Fox's 
character  are  given  us  by  the 
judicious  writer  of  Lord  Chef- 
tcrfield's  Characters  reviewed, 
and  will  ktve  to  make  the  re- 
femblance  more  perfect  and 
complete. 

WHEN  he  applied  to  bufinefs, 
he  proved  himfelf  equal  to  any 
employment.  He  iludied  his  great 
mailer  Walpole  with  fuccefs  ;  drew 
from  him  what  was  ufeful  in  his 
minilterial  capacity  ;  and  copied 
him  in  the  joyous  part  of  his  cha- 
racter, which  belt  fuited  his  future 
views  of  gaining  friends.  He  fof- 
tened  the  broad  flaring  mirth  and 
licentious  feftivity  of  Walpole  into 
a  conviviality  more  2greeab!e,  into 
wit  more  relifhing,  and  gaiety 
more  palatable. 

George  the  Second  had  often 
experienced  his  abilities,  as  well 
as  a  conftant  and  ready  iubmiffion 
to  his  will.  In  a  very  critical 
time,  he  trufted  to  him  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  bufinefs  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Fox  was  lb 
far  intoxicated  with  royal  favour, 
that  his  natural  caution  lorfook 
him  ;  he  fent  cards  to  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  importing,  that 
the  king  had  trufted  to  his  care 
the  management  of  the  houfe  of 
frtons. — The  glaring  abfurdity  of 
iuch  a  behaviour  difgufted  every 
body; — his  power  was  immediate- 
ly loft,  and  he  was  obliged  to  rt- 


fign  his  place.  His  influence  with 
his  mailer  continued  ltill  as  great 
as  ever,  and  he  gained  a  more  lu- 
crative employment  under  a  mi- 
nifter  who  hated  him. 

His  art  in  managing  elections 
was  fuperior: — a  late  conteft  for 
the  county  of  Oxford  will  not  be 
foon  forgotten,  nor  his  (kill  in  ma- 
naging for  the  party  he  efpoufed. 
He  knew  beyond  all  men  the  true 
method  of  gaining  votes.  A 
tradefman  in  the  Strand,  who  has 
fince  figured  in  Germany  as  a 
commiffary,  was  well  rewarded  for 
understanding  and  obeying  the 
commands  of  his  friend  and  pa- 
tron, upon  this  and  other  fimilar 
occafions. 

Fox  was  an  excellent  hufband, 
a  mod  indulgent  father,  a  kind 
mailer,  a  courteous  neighbour  ; 
and,  *.hat  the  world  in  general 
has  little  known,  but  which  I  now 
tell  them  on  the  belt  authority,  a 
man  whofe  charities  demon  Orated 
that  he  poffefi'ed  in  abundance  the 
milk  cf  human  kindue,s. 


Mr.   Pitt. 

MR.  Pitt  owed  his  rife  to  the 
moll  considerable  polls  and 
power  in  this  kingdom  fingly  to 
his  own  abilities.  In  him  they 
:ed  the  want  of  birth  and  for- 
tune, which  latter,  in  others,  too 
often  fupply  the  want  of  the  for- 
mer. He  was  a  younger  brother 
of  a  very  new  family,  and  his  for- 
tune was  only  an  annuity  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year. 

The  army  was  his  original  defti- 
naticn,  and  a  cornetcy  of  horfe  his 
firil  and  only  commiifion  in  it. 
Thus  unafTuled  by  favour  or  for- 
tune, he  had  no  powerful  protector 
3  to 
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lo  introduce  him  into  buiinefs,  and 
(if  I  may  ufe  that  expreffion)  to  do 
the  honours  of  his  parts — but  their 
own  ftrength  was  fully  fufficient. 

His  conititution  rufuted  him  the 
ufual  plesfures,  and  his  genius  for- 
bid him  the  idle  diflipations  of 
youth,  for  fo  early  as  at  the  age  of 
iixteen  he  was  the  martyr  of  an  he- 
reditary gout.  He  therefore  em- 
ployed the  leilure,  which  that  tedi- 
ous and  painful  diilemper  either 
procured  or  allowed  him,  in  acquir- 
ing a  great  fund  of  premature  and 
ufeful  knowledge.*  Thus  by  the 
unaccountable  relation  of  caufes 
and  effects,  what  feemed  the  great- 
eft  misfortune  of  his  life  was  per- 
haps the  principal  caufe  of  its  fplen- 
dour. 

His  private  life  was  ftained  by 
no  vice,  nor  fullied  by  any  mean- 
nefs.  AH  his  fentiments  were  li- 
beral and  elevated.  His  ruling 
paffion  was  an  unbounded  ambi- 
tion, which,-  when  fupported  by 
great  abilities,  and  crowned  with 
great  fuccefs,  make  what  the 
world  calls  a  Great  Man. 

He  was  haughty,  imperious,  im- 
patient of  contradiction,  and  over- 
bearing— qualities  which  too  often 
accompany,  but  always  clog,  great 
ones. 


He  had  manners  and  addref-, 
but  one  mighc  difcern  through 
them  too  great  a  confcioufnefs  of 
his  own  fuperior  talents. 

He  was  a  moll  agreeable  and 
lively  companion  in  focial  life,  and 
had  fuch  a  verfatility  of  wit,  that 
he  would  adapt  it  to  all  forts  of 
converfation.  He  had  alb  a  moft 
happy  turn  to  poetry;  but  he  fel- 
dom  indulged,  and  ieldom  avowed 
it. 

He  came  young  into  parliament, 
and  upon  that  great  theatre  he 
foon  equalled  the  old  eft  and  the 
ableft  actors,  f  His  eloquence  was 
of  every  kind,  and  he  excelled  in 
the  argumentative,  as  well  as  in 
the  declamatory  way.  But  his  in- 
vectives were  terrible,  and  uttered 
with  fuch  energy  of  diction,  and 
fuch  dignity  of  action  and  counte- 
nance, that  he  intimidated  thofe 
who  were  the  moft  willing  and  the 
beft  able  to  encounter  him.|  Their 
arms  fell  out  of  their  hands,  and 
they  fhrunk  under  the  afcendant 
which  his  genius  gained  over 
their's.  || 

In  that  afTembly,  where  public 
good  is  fo  mnch  talked  of\  and 
private  intereft  fingly  puriu.-d,  he 
fet  out  with  acting  the  patriot,  and 
performed  that  part  fo   ably,    that 


*  Notwithstanding  what  is  here  faid  by  the  noble  author,  it  is  well  known 
that  Pitt,  when  a  boy  at  Eton,  was  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  fchoci :  Dean 
Bland,  the  mater,  valued  himi'elf  upon  having  fo  bright  a  lchclar  :  the  old  man 
fiiewed  him  to  his  friends,  and  to  every  body,  as  a  pro 

f  It  is  faid  that  Sir  R.  Walpole  icarce  heard  the  found  of  his  voice  in  the  houfs 
cf  commons,  but  he  was  alarmed  and  tkunderftruck ;  he  told  his  fiends  that  he 
would  be  glad,  at  any  rate,  to  muzzle  that  terrible  cornet  of  horf?.  The  minifter 
would  have  promoted  his  rife  in  the  army,  provided  he  would  have  given  up  his 
•feat  in  parliament. 

X  Hume  Campbell  and  Lord  Mansfield: 

j|  Demofthenes  was  his  great  model   in  pe  are -told   that  1  e 

tranflated  tome  of  his  orations,  by  way  of  exerciie,  lev'eral  times  over.  But 
though  he  was  delighted  with  the  manner  of  this  o:ator,  who  united  a  won- 
derful power  of  expre(fion  to  the  moft  forcible  method  of  rea'fenihg,  yet  he  was 
equally  mafter  of  the  rtfefrfiilg,  dilfufe,  and  paiTio.^te  ftvle  of  the  Ron  an 
orator. 

C  2  he 
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he  was  adopted  by  the  public  as 
their  chief,  or  rather  their  only  un- 
fufpedled,  champion. 

The  weight  of  his  popularity, 
and  his  univerfally  acknowledged 
abilities,  obtruded  him  upon  King 
George  the  Second,  to  whom  he 
was  perfonally  obnoxious.  He  was 
made  fecretary  of  ftate.  In  this 
difficult  and  delicate  fituation, 
which  one  would  have  thought 
mult  have  reduced  either  the  pa- 
triot, or  the  minifter,  to  a  decifive 
option,  he  managed  with  fuch  abi- 
lity, that  while  he  ferved  the  king 
more  effettu-ally  in  his  mod  unwar- 
rantable electoral  views,  than  any 
former  minifter,  however  willing, 
had  dared  to  do,  he  ftill  preferved 
all  his  credit  and  popularity  with 
the  public,  whom  he  aflured  and 
convinced,  that  the  protection  and 
defence  of  Hanover  with  an  army 
of  feventy-five  thoufand  men  in 
Britifli  pay,  was  the  only  poffible 
method  of  ftcuring  our  pofleflions 
or  acquifitions  in  North  America — 
So  much  eafier  is  it  to  deceive  than 
to  undeceive  mankind. 

His  own  difintereltednefs,  and 
even  contempt  of  money,  fmoothed 
his  way  to  power,  and  prevented  or 
filenced  a  great  ihare  of  that  envy 
which  commonly  attends  it.  Moll 
men  think  that  they  have  an  equal 
natural  right  to  riches,  and  equal 
abilities  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
them,  but  not  very  many  of  them 
have  the  impudence  to  think  them- 
felves  qualified  for  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  will  make  a 
great  and  mining  figure  in  the  an- 
nals of  this  country:  notwithstand- 
ing the  biot  which  his  acceptance 
of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  an- 
num penfion  for  three  lives,  upon 
his  voluntary  refignation  of  the 
fcals  in  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent 


king,  muft  make  in  his  character, 
efpecially  as  to  the  difinterefted 
part  of  it.— However,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowlegded,  that  he  had  thofe  qua- 
lities which  none  but  a  Great  Man 
can  have,  with  a  mixture  of  fome 
of  thofe  failings,  which  are  the  com- 
mon lot  of  wretched  and  imperfect 
human  nature. 

The  following  Char  after  appears  ft 
have  been  draixn  in  the  Year  \  759, 
nineteen  Years  after  Lord  Scarbo- 
rough'j  Death.  It  is  more  fnijhcd 
than  any  of  thofe  ixhich  ive  have 
already  exhibited,  and  fumijhes 
convincing  proof  of  the  noble  Au- 
thor's Difcemment  and  Qbferva^ 
tion. 

Lord  Scarborough. 

IN  drawing  the  character  of  Lord 
Scarborough,  I  will  be  ftriclly 
upon  my  guard  againft  the  partia- 
lity of  that  intimate  and  unreferved 
friendlhip,  in  which  we  lived  for 
more  than  twenty  years  ;  to  which 
friendlhip,  as  well  as  to  the  public 
notoriety  of  it,  I  owe  much  more 
than  my  pride  will  let  my  grati- 
tude own.  If  this  may  be  fufpecled 
to  have  bisfled  my  judgment,  it 
muft  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed  to 
have  informed  it ;  for  the  moft  fe- 
cret  movements  of  his  foul,  were, 
without  diiguife,  communicated  to 
me  only.  However,  I  will  rather 
lower  than  heighten  the  colouring  ; 
I  will  mark  the  fhades,  and  draw 
a  citaibie  rather  than  an  exact 
likeneft. 

He  had  a  very  good  perfon,  ra- 
ther   above    the    middle    fisej    a 
handfome  face,  and,   when  he  was 
chearlul,  the  moft  engaging  ccun 
tenancc  imaginable;   when   grave, 

which 
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which  he  was  ofteneft,  the  moft 
refpectable  one :  he  had  in  the 
higheft  degree  the  air,  manners, 
and  addrefs  of  a  roan  of  quality  j 
politenefs  with  eafe,  and  dignity 
without  pride. 

Bred  in  camps  and  courts,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofedjhe  was  untaint- 
ed with  the  fafhionable  vices  of 
thofe  warm  climates ;  but,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  he 
dignified  them,  inftead  of  their 
degrading  him  into  any  mean  or 
indecent  action.  He  had  a  good 
degree  of  claffical,  and  a  great  one 
of  modern  knowledge,  with  a  juft, 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  delicate 
tafie. 

In  his  common  expences  he  was 
liberal  within  bounds,  but  in  his 
charities  and  bounties,  he  had  none. 
I  have  known  them  put  him  to  fome 
prefent  inconveniencies. 

He  was  a  ftrong,  but  not  an  elo- 
quent or  florid  fpeaker  in  parlia- 
ment. He  fpoke  fo  unaffectedly 
the  honed  dictates  of  his  heart, 
that  truth  and  virtue,  which  never 
want,  and  feldom  wear  ornaments, 
feemed  only  to  borrow  his  voice. 
This  gave  fuch  an  aftonilhing 
weight  to  all  he  faid,  that  he  more 
than  once  carried  an  unwilling  ma- 
jority after  him.  Such  is  the  au- 
thority of  an  unfufpected  virtue, 
that  it  would  fometimes  ihame  vice 
into  decency  at  leaft. 

He  was  not  only  offered  but 
prefled  to  accept  the  poll  of  fecre, 
tary  of  ftate,  but  he  conftantly  re- 
fufed  it.  I  once  tried  to  perfuade 
him  to  accept  it;  but  he  told  me 
that  both  the  natural  warmth  and 
melancholy  of  his  temper  made 
him  unfit  for  it,. and  that  moreover 
he  knew  very  well  that  in  thofe 
miniilerial  employments  the  courfe 
of  buuncfs  made  it  neceffary  to  do 


many  hard  things,  and  fome  unjuft 
ones,  which  could  only  be  autho- 
rized by  the  jefuitical  cafuiftry  o/ 
the  direction  of  the  intention  :  a 
doctrine  which  he  faid  he  could 
not  poffibly  adopt.  Whether  he 
was  the  rtrlt  that  ever  made  that 
objection  I  cannot  affirm,  but  I 
fufpeft  that  he  will  be  the  laft. 

He  was  a  true  conftitutional  and 
yet  practical  patriot ;  a  fincere 
lover,  and  a  zealous  afferter  of  the 
natural,  civil  and  religious  rights 
of  his  country. 

But  he  would  not  quarrel  with 
the  crown  for  a  few  itretches  of  the 
prerogative  ;  nor  w?th  the  people 
for  fome  unwary  ebullitions  of  li- 
berty ;  nor  with  any  one  for  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  fpeculative 
points.  He  confidered  the  conlti- 
tution  in  the  aggregate,  and  only 
watched  that  no  one  part  of  it  Pnould 
preponderate  too  much. 

His  moral  character  was  fo  pure, 
that,  if  one  may  fay  of  that  imper- 
fect creature  man,  what  a  cele- 
brated hillorian  fays  of  Scipio,  nil 
non  laudaiidum  aut  dixit,  aut  fecit, 
aut  fenfit,  I  fincerely  think  (1  had 
almoft  faid  I  know)  one  might  fay 
it  with  great  truth  of  him,  one 
Angle  inftance  excepted,  which 
fhall  be  mentioned. 

He  joined  to  the  noblelt  and 
ftricteft  principles  of  honour  and 
generofity,  the  tendereft  fenti- 
ments  of  benevolence  and  com- 
panion ;  and  he  was  naturally 
warm ;  he  could  not  even  hear  of 
an  injultice  or  a  bafenefs  without  a 
fudden  indignation  ;  nor  of  the 
misfortunes  or  miferies  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  without  melting  into 
foftnefs,  and  endeavouring  to  re- 
lieve them. 

This  part   of  his  character   was 

fo  Hniverfally  known,  that  our  beff 

C  3  and 
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and   moll   fatyrical   Englifh    poet 
fays, 

When  I  confefs  there  is  who  feels  for 

feme, 
And  melts  to  goodnefs,    Scaib'rough 

need  I  name  ? 

He  had  not  the  leaft  pride  of  birth 
and  rank  ;  that  common  narrow 
notion  of"  little  minds,  that  wretch- 
ed miftaken  fuccedaneum  of  me- 
rit:  but  he  was  jealous  to  anxiety 
of  his  character,  as  all  men  are  who 
deferve  a  good  ore.  And  fuch  was 
his  diffidence  upon  that  fubjecl, 
that  he  never  couid  be  perfuaded 
that  mankind  really  thought  of 
him  as  they  did.  For  furely  never 
man  had  a  higher  reputation,  and 
never  man  enjoyed  a  more  univer- 
fal  efteem  ;  even  knaves  refpected 
him,  and  fools  thought  they  loved 
him.  If  he  had  any  enemies  (for  I 
protefl  I  never  knew  one)  they 
could  only  be  fuch  as  were  weary 
of  always  hearing  of  Ariftides  the 
Juft. 

He  was  too  fubjett  to  fudden 
gufts  of  paffion,  but  they  never 
hurried  him  into  any  illiberal  or 
indecent  expreflion  or  adlion ;  fo 
invincibly  habitual  to  him  were 
gcod  nature  and  good  manners. 
JBut  if  ever  any  word  happened  to 
fall  from  him  in  warmth,  which 
upon  fubfequent  reflection  he  him- 
felf  thought  too  ftrong,  he  was  ne- 
ver eafy  till  he  had  made  more 
than  fufficient  atonement  for  it. 

He  had  a  molt  unfortunate,  [ 
will  call  it  a  molt  fatal  kind  cf 
melancholy  in  his  nature,  which 
often  made  him  both  abfent  and 
filent  in  company,  but  never  mo- 
rofe  or  four.  At  other  times  he 
was  a  chearful  and  agreeable  com- 
panion ;  but,  confcious  that  he 
Was  not  always  fo,  he  avoided  com- 


pany too  much,  and  was  too  often 
alone,  giving  way  to  a  train  of 
gloomy  reflections. 

His  c<"nfL:tution,  which  was  ne- 
ver robuft,  broke  rapidly  at  the 
latter  end  of  his  life.  He  had  two 
fevere  ftrokes  of  apoplexy  or  palfy, 
which  confiderably  affected  his 
body  and  his  mind. 

I  defire  that  this  may  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  full  and  finished 
charader,  writ  for  the  fake  of  writ- 
ing it;  but  as  my  folemn  depofie 
of  the  truth  to  the  beit  of  my 
knowledge.  I  owed  this  fmall  tri- 
bute of  juftice,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  the 
memory  of  the  heft  man  I  ever 
knew,  and  of  the  deareit.  friend  I 
ever  had. 

[The  aft  of  violence  which  this 
noble  lord  committed  on  himfelf, 
in  1740,  is  thus  related  by  the 
editor :] 

"  The  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  he  accomplifhed  this  refolu- 
tion,  he  paid  a  long  vifit  to  Lord 
Chefterfield,  and  opened  bimfeif 
to  him  with  great  earneflnefs  on 
many  fubjects.  As  he  appeared 
fomewhat  difcompofed,  his  friend 
prefled  him  to  Aay  and  dine  with 
him,  which  he  refufed,  but  ten- 
derly embraced  him  at  parting.  It 
happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
verfation,that  fomething  was  fpoken 
of  which  related  to  Sir  Wm.  Tem- 
ple's negociations,  when  the  two 
friends  not  agreeing  about  the 
ctr cum  fiances,  Lord  Chefterfield, 
whole  rnemrry  was  at  all  times  re- 
markably good,  referred  Ld.  S.  to 
the  page  of  Sir  W.'s  memoirs, 
where  the  matter  was  mentioned. 
After  his  lordfhip's  death  the  book 
was  found  open  at  that  very  page, 
feveral  other  books  being  piled; 
about  him,  with  the  piitol  in  his 
mouth.     Thus    he   feems,    in    hrs 

la  ft 
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laft    moments,   to    have    been    ftill  nifter;    or    at    leait    the  power  of 

attentive  to  his  friend,  and  defirous  appointing   the    perfon    whom    he 

that    he   fhould    know   he  was    fo.  approved  to    that    port.      But    the 

This  fatal  cataftrophe   was   univer-  fuperior    abilities   of  Walpole  dif- 

fal]y  lamented,   tenderly  cenfured,  appointed  his  ambition, 

and   entirely  excufed   by    thofe  who  His    fituation    was   fl-.ttering: — 

confidered  the  unaccountable  effects  When   young,  he  was  olaced  about 

of  natural   evils    upon    the    human  the   petion  of  George  the  Second, 

mind.      But  what  mull  Lord  Chef-  when  Prince  of  Wales  ;  he  did  not 

terfield's  fituation  have  been  upon  reflect,  that  thofe   who   are  in  the 

his  being   informed   of  this   unfor-  molt  elevated   llation'have  no  idea 

tunate  event?     His  excellent  lady  of  friend  fhip  independent  of  a  moft 

does   not,    even  now,    without   the  implicit,  noc  to  fay  objfS,  refigna- 

greateft  emotion,  fpeak  of  the  man-  tion   to   their   will.      His  marriage 

ner   in    which    his   lordfhip,  on  her  with     the     Dutchefs    of    Kendal's 

return  home  at    n'ght,   acquainted  niece,    {o   far  from    advancing   his 

her  with    his    lofs   of  that  amiable  intereft  at  court,  occafioncd  a  liti- 

nobleman  ;    (he  ever  after  lamented  gntion   between  him   and   nib    fove- 

that  he  did   not   detain    him  at  his  reicn. 

houfe,  faying,    he  might     perhaps  He  underf.ood  what  is  called  the 

have    been   lave.!,    if    he    had    not  balance  of   Europe,    or    the  feveral 

been  left  to  hirr.fclf  that  day.  interetts  and  claims  of  its    princes, 

perfectly.     This   fcience,   with    his 

pol  ifhed   addrt-f?,   qualified    him    to 

Earl   Chesterfield.  be  one  of  the  ableit    negotiators  of 

his    time.     He    made    himfelf    ac- 

TH  E   character  cf  Lord  Chef-  quainced  with  the  characters  of  all 

terfield  is  generally   well  un-  tne  great  men  in  the  feveral  courts 

derftood. — It  is  agreed  on  all  h?nds  of    Europe;    he     knew    their    in- 

that  he  was  a   difcreet   Clodias  ;  a  trigues,  their  attachments,  and  their 

fober  duke  of  Wharton — born  with  foibles  ;    and    was     enabled     from 

inferior    abilities    to    thofe    which  thence  to  counteract  ail  their  poii- 

diitinguifned    that   unfo:  tunate  no-  tica!  machinations, 

bleman,   but   with  the  fame   paflion  I   am  perfuaded   that    his    beino- 

for  univerfal     admiration,    he    was  fent  on  his    i                                  land, 

mailer  of  more  prudence  and    dif-  was    rather    an     honourab  "•     exile 

cretion.                                                v  than  a  mark  61   :.  vour  ;    he   would 

He  formed  himfelf  very  early   ro  in  all    probability   have  been    trou- 

make  a  diltinguifhed  figure  in   the  -  blefome  at  home.      Walpole'did ndt 

ftate.     Impelled  by  his  ruling  paf-  envy    him    the    honour    of"  ft 

fior,  heappTed    himfe!f  afliduoufly  among  the  Dutch,  and   eclichng  a 

to  ltudtes  which   might  render  him  French      envoy      by     his     mperior 

an    accomplifhed   fpeaker,    an   able  aaroitnefs. 

negotiator,   a  countellor  in  the  ca-  As  a  fpeaker,    he   is  juflly  ce!e- 

binet — to    fum    up   si!,    one    equal  braced    for   a   certain    accuracy,    as 

to  any   civil   employment.     THere  well  a--    brilliancy,  of    ftyle  ;     for 

cannot  be  a  doubt  that  he  aimed  at  pointed     wit,     gay     humour,     and 

acquiring   the  office  of  prime   n;i-  fportive    facetioufnefs.      However, 

C  4.  his 
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his  admirers  mult  confefs,  that  he  When  he  had  reached  one  goal, 
never  could  reuch  the  fublirne  in  he  panted  for  another.  He  aimed 
oratory.  Of  all  the  great  fpeakers 
ancic.it  and  modern,  he  chiefly  re- 
fembled  H  yperidesjf  He  fre- 
quently llrove  to  difarm  his  adver- 
Linzz  by  the  mult  profufe  commen- 
dation of  their  abilities  ;  but,  what 
is  certainly    very   reprehenfible  in 


at  univerfality  of  character :  he 
wifhed  to  be  efteemed  the  patron 
of  learned  men;  but  wanted  ge- 
nerofity  of  foul  to  merit  that  title. 

He  efpoufed  and  patronized  a 
great  genius  of  the  age,  who  ad- 
dreffed    an    admirable   plan  of  his 


him,  while  he  bellowed  unlimited  Dictionary  to  him ;   but  the  Capri- 
corn mentations    on     the    minilters  cioufnefs    and    unftability    of 
whom   he  oppofed,    he  threw    out  mind,   prevented   his  gaining  that 
the  moft  flinging  reflections  on  the  honour  he  mod  ardently  wilhed  for, 
prince,  as  if  he  had  forgotten  that  a  dedication  of  the  work  itfelf.     A 
the  fervap.ts  of  the  crown  are  alone  letter  written  to  him  on  that  me- 
accountable  for  errors   in  govern-  morable   occafion    by   the   author, 
ment.  who    defpifed    his    meannefs,    and 
The  moil  applauded,  as  well  as  difdair.ed  to  gratify  his  vanity,  will 
unexceptionable  part  of  his  public  live   for   ever  in    the    menu  ry   of 
character,    was    his    adminillration  thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with 
of  Ireland  as  a  viceroy,  he  fhone  the  recital  of  it. 
with  great  luftre,  and  was  univer-  It   is   impofjible   to  reconcile   to 
fally    approved;    perhaps    he   was  any  principles  of  reafon  anci  mora- 
inccbted  to  this  Angular  good  for-  lity,   the  fhocking  advice  which  he 
tune,  from  his  being  called  to  the  gives   his  fon,  "   to  treat  all   wo. 
office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  at  the  ««  men  alike,  and   to  fuppofe  them 
expiration  of  his    firft   year's   go-  «'  all  equally  liable  to  feduction." 
vernment  of  that  kingdom.  Was  then  his  lordfhip  fo  fuccefsful 
In  private  life,  we  fhould  natu-  a  lover  ?  Was   his   addrefs  fo  for- 
rally  pronounce  a  Chefterfield   the  midable,  that  no  lady  could   refill 
moll  fatisfied  of  all  men  ;  eafy,  gay,  him?   His    lordfhip,    I  am   afraid, 
polite,  and  mailer  of  his  paffions,  Was  not  wholly  free  from  affecta- 
what  could  fuch  a   man    want,  to  tion.     Great   wits,    and   men   v.ho 
render  his  happinefs  complete  : —  court  applaufe  from  all  the  world, 
The  fame    pailion  for  admiration,  are  not  generally  the  moll  paflion- 
which  actuated  him  in  public,  ac-  ate  lovers  ! 

companiedhim  through  every  walk      . . 

of  life. 


"  Tho'    wondering    fenates    hung    on 

"  all  he  fpoke  ; 
**  The  club   mutt   hail   him  mailer  of 

"  the  joke." 


An   Account  of  the   Lift  of  the  laic 
JV>.  Harrifon. 

MR.  John  Harrifon  (a  moll  ac- 
curate mechanic,    the  cele. 

*  Habet  moratum   dicendi  genus  cum  fuayitate  jucundum,  leniter  dul- 

ce;li:.e  eonditum  ;  ct  innumerse  funt  in  illo  urbanitates,  nafus  nuutime  for 
felltvitas  liberalis,  viclrix  in  irohiis  faciliras,  joci  nor.  illepidi  et  minime  ii 
fed  rei  inh?erentes,  felixque  diafyrmus,  &  nuiita  vis  coraica,  aculeufqut 
joco  fcopum  bene  attii  ills  venuftas  in  h:s  omnibus. 

Longinus  deHyperide,  p.  i£-.  ed.  Pan*. 

brated 
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brated  Inventor  and  maker  of  the 
famous  Time  kerper  for  afcertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  and  alfo  of 
the  compound,  or,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called,  the  gridiron  pendu- 
lum) was  born  at  Foulby,  in  the 
parifli  of  Wragby,  near  Pontefraft 
in  YorkflYue,  in  1693.  The  vigor 
of  his  natural  abilities,  if  not  even 
ftrengthened  by  the  want  of  edu- 
cation, which  confined  his  at- 
tention to  few  objects,  at  leafr.  am- 
ply compenfated  the  deficiencies 
of  it ;  as  fully  appeared  from  the 
aitonifhing  progrefs  he  made  in 
that  branch  of  mechanics  to  which 
he  devoted  himfelf.  His  father 
was  a  carpenter,  in  which  profef- 
fion  the  fon  afiifted  ;  occafioraliy 
alfo,  according  to  the  rr.ifcellaneous 
practice  of  country  artiib,  furvey. 
ing  land,  and  repairing  clocks  and 
watches.  He  was,  from  his  early 
childhood,  attached  to  any  machi- 
nery moving  by  wheels,  as  ap- 
peared while  he  lay  fick  of  the 
imall-pox,  about  the  6th  year  of 
his  age ;  when  he  had  a  watch 
placed  open  upon  his  pillow,  to 
amufe  himfelf  by  contemplating 
on  the  movement.  In  1700,  he  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  Barrow 
in  Lincolnfhire,  where,  though  his 
opportunities  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge were  very  few,  he  eagerly 
improved  every  incident  from  which 
he  might  coiled  information  ;  fre. 
quently  employing  all,  or  great 
part  of  his  nighta,  in  writing,  or 
drawing:  and  he  always  acknow- 
ledged nis  obligations  to  a  clergy- 
man who  came  every  Sunday  to 
officiate  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
lent  him  a  MS.  copy  of  profeiTor 
Saunderfon's  Lectures ;  which  he 
carefully  and  neady  tranfcribed, 
with  all  the  diagrams.  His  native 
genius  exerted  itfelf  fuperior  to  thefe 


folitary  difadvantages  ;  for  in  the 
year  1726,  he  had  conftructed  two 
clocks,  moftly  of  wood,  in  which 
he  applied  the  efcapement  and 
compound  pendulum  of  his  own 
invention  :  thefe  furpalTed  every 
thing  then  made,  fcarcely  erring 
a  fecond  in  a  month.  In  1728,  he 
came  up  to  London  with  the  draw- 
ings of  a  machine  for  determining 
the  longitude  at  fea;  in  expecta- 
tion of  being  enabled  to  execute 
one  by  the  board  of  longitude. 
Upon  application  to  Dr.  Halley, 
he  referred  him  to  Mr.  George 
Graham  ;  who  difcovering  he  had 
uncommon  merit,  advifcd  h:m  to 
make  his  machine  bef  >re  he  ap- 
plied to  the  board  of  longitude. 
He  returned  home  to  perform  this 
talk,  and  in  1735,  came  to  Lon- 
don again'  with  his  firjl  machine  ; 
with  which  he  was  fent  to  Lifbon, 
the  next  year  for  a  trial  of  its  pro- 
perties, [n  this  fhort  voyage  he 
corrected  the  dead  reckoning  about 
a  degree  and  a  half,  a  fuccefs  that 
proved  the  means  of  his  receiving 
both  public  and  private  encourage- 
ment. About  the  year  1739,  he 
compleated  his  fecond  machine,  of 
a  conftruction  much  more  fimple 
than  the  former,  and  which  an- 
fwered  much  better:  this,  though 
not  fent  to  fea,  recommended  Mr. 
Harrifon  yet  ltronger  to  the  patro- 
nage of  his  private  friends  and  of 
the  public.  His  third  machine^ 
which  he  produced  in  1749,  was  ftill 
lefs  complicated  than  the  fecond, 
and  fuperior  in  accuracy,  as  erring 
only  three  or  four  feconds  in  a 
week.  This  he  conceived  to  be 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  attempts  ; 
but  in  an  endeavour  to  improve 
pocket  watches,  he  found  the  prin- 
ciples he  applied,  to  fnrpafs  his 
expectations  fo  much,  as  to  en- 
courage 
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courage  him  to  make  his  fourth 
Time-keeper,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a  pocket  watch,  about  fix  inches 
in  diameter.  With  this  Time- 
keeper his  fon  made  two  voyages, 
the  one  to  Jamaica,  and  the  other 
to  Barbadoes;  in  both  which  ex- 
periments it  corrected  the  longi- 
tude within  the  neareft  limits  re- 
quired by  the  a£l  of  the  12th  of 
queen  Anne  :  and  the  inventor 
therefore,  at  different  times,  though 
»ot  without  infinite  trouble,  re- 
ceived the  propofed  reward  of 
20,000 1.  Thefe  four  machines 
were  given  up  to  the  board  of  lon- 
gitude. The  three  former  were 
not  of  any  ufe,  as  all  the  advan- 
tages gained  by  making  them,  were 
comprehended  in  the  laft  :  they 
were  worthy  however  of  being  care- 
fully preferved  as  mechanical  cu- 
riofities,  in  which  might  be  traced 
the  gradations  of  ingenuity^  exe- 
cuted with  the  mod  delicate  work- 
manfhip  !  whereas  they  now  lie 
totally  neglected,  in  the  royal 
obfervatory  at  Greenwich.  The 
fourth  machine,  emphatically  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
Time-keeper,  has  been  copied  by  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Kendal;  and  that 
duplicate,  during  a  three  years  cir- 
cumnavigation of  the  globe,  in  the 
fouthern  hemifphere  with  Captain 
Cook,  anfwered  as  well  as  the  ori- 
ginal. The  latter  part  of  Mr. 
ilarrifon's  life,  was  employed  in 
making  a  fifth  improved  lime-keeper, 
on  the  fame  principles  with  the 
preceding  one  ;  which  at  the  end 
of  a  ten  weeks  trial,  in  1772,  at 
the  king's  private  obfervatory  at 
Richmond,  erred  only  4f  leconds. 
Within  a  few  years  of  his  death, 
his  conftitution  vilibly  declined, 
and  he  had  frequent  fit*  of  tie 
gout,  a  diforder  ;hct  sever  attack- 


ed him  before  h;s  77th  year  :  he 
died  at  his  houfe  in  Red  Lion 
Square,  London,  on  the  24'h  of 
March,  1776,  aged  83.  'I  he  re- 
clnfe  manner  of  hi«  life  in  the  un- 
remitted pLrfuit  of  his  favourite 
object,  was  by  no  means  calci.i  t- 
ed  to  qualify  him  as  a  man  of  the 
world  ;  and  the  many  difcourage- 
ments  he  encountered,  in  foliciiing 
the  legal  reward  of  his  labours,  Hill 
lefs  difpofed  him  to  accommooate 
himfelf  to  the  humours  of  mankind. 
In  converfing  on  his  prcfeffion,  he 
was  clear,  diltincl,  and  medeft,  yet, 
like  many  other  inter  mechanics, 
found  a  difficulty  in  delivering  his 
meaning  by  writing  ;  in  which  he 
adhered  to  a  particular  and  uncouth 
phrafeology.  This  was  but  too 
evident  in  his  Defcripticn  co>;cernir.y 
Juch  Mechanifm  as  'will  afford  a  nice 
or  true  Menfuration  of  Time ,  &c.  8vo. 
1775  5  which  his  well  known  me- 
chanical talents  will  induce  the 
public  to  account  for  from  his  un- 
acquaintance  with  le:ters,  from  his 
advanced  age,  and  attendant  men- 
tal infirmities  ;  among  which  may 
be  ranked  his  obflinate  refufal  to 
accept  of  any  affiitance  whatever 
in  this  publication.  This  fmall 
work  includes  alio  an  account  of 
his  new  mu ileal  fcale  ;  or  mecha- 
nical divifion  of  the  oflave,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  which 
the  radius  and  diameter  of  a  circle, 
have  refpeciively  to  the  circum- 
ference, lie  had,  in  his  youth, 
been  the  leachr  of  a  diftinguifhed 
band  of  church-fingers ;  had  a  very 
delicate  C3r  for  mulic  ;  and  his  ex- 
periments on  found,  with  a  moll 
curious  monochcrd  of  his  own  im- 
provement, are  reported  to  have 
been  not  lefs  accurate  then  thole  he 
was  engaged  in  for  the  menfuration 
ne. 
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Memoirs  of  the  late  Samuel  Foote,  Efq. 

MR.  Foote  was  born  at  Truro 
in  Cornwall,  and  was  de- 
fcended  from  a  very  ancient  family. 
His  father  was  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Tiverton,  in  Devonfhire, 
and  enjoyed  the  poll  ot  commif- 
fioner  of  the  prize-ofice  and  fine- 
contract.  His  mother  was  heirefs 
of  the  Dinely  and  Goodere  fami- 
lies. The  dreadful  confequence  of 
the  mifuncerftanding  between  her 
two  brothers,  Sir  John  Dinely 
Goooere.Bart.and  Samuel  Goodere, 
Efq;  Captain  cf  his  Majerty's  fhip 
the  Ruby,  is  well  known  ;  on  which, 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  Goodere 
eftate,  which  was  better  than  jocol. 
per  annum,  defcended  to  Mr.  Foote. 
He  was  educated  at  Woicelter 
college,  Oxford,  which  owed  its 
foundation  to  Sir  Thomas  Cookes 
Winford,  Bart,  a  fecond  co-lin  of 
our  author's.  On  leaving  the  uni- 
verfity,  he  commenced  ftudent  of 
law  in  the  Temple  ;  but,  as  the 
drynefs  of  this  ftudy  did  not  fuic 
the  livelinefs  of  his  genius,  he  foon 
jelinquifned  it.  He  married  a 
young  lady  of  a  good  family  and 
fome  fortune;  but,  their  tempers 
not  agreeing,  a  perfect  harmony 
did  not  long  fubfitt  between  them. 
He  now  launched  into  all  the  fa- 
in ionable  foibles  of  the  age,  gam- 
ing not  excepted,  and  in  a  few 
years  fpent  his  whole  fortune.  His 
cecemties  led  him  to  the  ftage,  and 
he  made  his  firft  appearance  in  the 
character  of  Othello*.  He  next 
performed   Fondlewife   with   much 


mere  appleufe;  2nd  this,  indeed, 
was  ever  after  one  of  his  capital 
parts.  He  attempted  Lord  Fop- 
pington  likewife,  but  prudently 
gave  it  up.  But,  as  Mr.  Foote  was 
never  a  capital  actor  in  the  plays 
of  others,  his  falary  was  very  un- 
equal to  his  gay  and  extravagant 
turn  ;  and  he  contracted  debts 
which  forced  him  to  take  refuge 
within  the  verge  of  the  court. 

He  relieved  his  neceflities  by  a 
very  laughable  ftratagern.  Sir 
Fr— s  D — 1 — 1  had  long  been  his 
intimate  friend,  and  had  dilTipated 
his  fortune  by  fimilar  extravagance. 
Lady  N-fT-u  P — 1-t,  who  was  like- 
wile  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
Foote's,  and  who  was  exceeding 
rich,  was  fortunately  at  that  time 
bent  upon  a  matrimonial  fcheme. 
Foote  ftrongly  recommended  to  her 
to  confult  upon  this  momentous 
affair  the  conjurer  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  whom  he  reprefented  as  a 
man  of  furprifing  fkiil  and  pene- 
tration. He  employed  an  acquain- 
tance of  his  own  to  perfonate  the 
conjurer,  who  depicted  Sir  Fr — s 
L) — i — 1  at  full  length  ;  defcribei 
the  time  when,  the  place  where, 
and  the  drefs  in  which  fhe  would 
fee  him.  The  lady  was  fo  ftruck 
with  the  coincidence  of  every  cir- 
cumftance,  that  fhe  married  D — 
1 — 1  in  a  few  days.  For  this 
fervice  Sir  Francis  fettled  an  an- 
nuity upon  F'oote  ;  and  this  enabled 
him  once  mere  to  emerge  from  ob- 
fcurity. 

In  j -47  he  opened  the  little  thea- 
tre in  the  Flay-market,  taking  upon 
himfelf   the   double     character   of 


*  u  But  when  I  play'd  Othello,  thoufands  fwore 
They  never  law  fuch  tragedy  before;" 

Iward,  in  the  character  of  Foote,  when  be  took  him  off  in  his  Tit  fat 
lot. 

author 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1777. 


2S 

author  and  performer,  and  appear- 
ed in  ;i  dramatic  piece  of  his  own 
compofing,  called  the  Di-ver/ions  of 
tbi  Morning.  This  piece  confided 
of  nothing  more  than  the  exhibi- 
tion of  feveral  characters  well 
JknOWti  in  real  life,  whofe  manner 
of  conversation  and  exprelTion  this 
author  very  happily  hit  oft"  in  the 
Miction  of  his  drama,  and  (till  more 
happily  reprefented  on  the  ltage, 
by  an  exact  and  mod  amazing  imi- 
tation, not  only  of  the  manner 
2nd  tene  of  voice,  but  even  of  the 
very  perfons  of  thofe  whom  he  in- 
tended to  take  off.  Jn  this  perfor- 
mance, a  certain  phyfician,  Dr. 
1. — n,  well  known  for  the  oddity 
and  Angularity  of  his  appearance 
and  converfation,  and  the  cele- 
brated Chevalier  Taylor,  who  was 
at  that  time  in  the  height  of  his 
popularity,  were  made  objects  of 
Fcote's  ridicule  ;  the  latter,  indeed, 
very;  defervedly  :  and  in  the  con- 
cluding part  of  his  fpqech,  under 
the  character  of  a  theatrical  direc- 
tor, Mr.  Foote  took  off,  with  great 
humour  and  accuracy,  the  feveraj 
ilyles  of  acting  of  every  prin- 
cipal performer  on  the  Eng!i(h 
3age*. 

This  performance  at  firft  met 
with  fome  oppofition  from  the  civil 
magistrates  of  Wcltniiniler,  under 
the  Sanction  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  limiting  the  number  of 
playhoufes,  as  well  as  from  the 
jealou-fy  of  one  of  the  managers  of 
Drury-lane  playhoufe  ;  but,  the 
author  being  patronized  by  many 
ef    the      principal     nobility,     and 


other  perfons  of  distinction,  thi; 
oppofition  was  over-ruled  :  atod, 
having  altered  the  title  of  his  per- 
formance, Mr.  Foote  proceeded, 
without  further  moleltation,  to  give 
tea  in  a  morning  to  his  friends,  and 
reprefented  it  thro'  a  run  of  forty 
mornings  to  crowded  and  fplendid 
audiences. 

The  enfuing  feafon  he  produced 
another  piece  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  he  cailed  An  AueJion  of  Pic- 
tures. Jn  this  performance  he  in- 
troduced feveral  new  and  popular 
characters  ;  particularly  Sir  Tho- 
mas De  Veil,  then  the  acting  juf. 
tice  of  peace  for  Weitmir.iter,  Mr. 
Cock  the  celebrated  auctioneer, 
and  the  equally  famous  Orator 
Henley.  This  piece  alfo  had  a 
very  great  run. 

His  Knights,  which  was  the  pro- 
duce of  the  enfuing  feafon,  was 
a  performance  o-  fomewhat  more 
dramatic  regularity  ;  but  Still,  al- 
though his  plot  and  characters 
feemed  lefs  immediarely  perfonal, 
it  was  apparent  that  ne  kept  fome 
particular  real  perfons  itrongly  in 
his  eye  in  the  performance;  and 
the  town  took  upon  themSelves  to 
fix  them  where  the  rclemWane  ap- 
peared to  be  the  mod  Striking. 

Thus  Mr.  Foote  continued,  from 
time  to  time,  to  Select,  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  public,  fuch 
characters,  as  well  general  as  in- 
dividual, as  feemed  molt  likely  t» 
engage  their  attention.  His  dra- 
matic pieces,  exclusive  ot  the  in- 
terlude called  Pn: ,  in  Pattens,  are 
as  follow  :   "  Talte,  The  Knights, 


*  One  oftliefe  was  the  tate  facetious  Harry  W  .mentioned  above,  v.  ho 

returned  the  compliment  in  a  little  piece  called  Tit  for  Tat,  of  which  the  following 
m  .s  the  beginning  : 


«'   CalVd  forth  to  battle,  fee  poor  I  appear 
To  try  one  fall  with  this  ram*d  auclioncci." 


The 


CHARACTERS.  i) 

The  Author,  The   Englishman  in  The  Nabob,  The  Couzeners,  The 

Paris,    The  Englilhman  Returned  Capuchin,  The  Bankrupt,"  and  an 

from  Paris,  The  Mayor  of  Garrat,  unftnifbeci    comedy    called    <c   The 

The  Lyar,  The  Patron,  The  Minor,  Slanderer. " 

The   Orators*,    The  CommiiTary,         All  thefe  works  are  only  to   be 

The  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks,  The  ranked  among   the  petites  pieces  of 

Lame  Lover,   The  Maid  of  Bath,  the  theatre.     In  the  cxecuuon  they 

*  It  was  in  this  performance  that  he  took  off  George  Faulkner,  the  cele- 
brated printer;  who  relented  the  joKe  lb  ferioudy,  that  he  indicted  our  hu- 
moral: for  a  libel,  anil,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  judge  who  preiided  in  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  Dublin,  it  was  generally  believed  the  matter  would 
have  terminated  very  much  to  his  difgrace :  but  lie  fuddenly  quitted  that  me- 
tropolis, ami  returned  to  England,  leaving  his  bail  to  pay  the  penalty  of  their 
bonds,  whom,  notwithstanding  the  reports  to  the  contrary,  he  afterwards  reim- 
burfed. 

This  profecution  verv  probably  took  its  rife  from  a  ludicrous  letter  of  Lord 
Chefterfield  to  his  friend  George,  which  that  maukifli  compound  of  butter  and 
honey  considered  as  a  ferrous  piece  of  advice.  "  Would  you  think  it  ?"  lays 
his  lordihip  :  "Mr.  Foote,  who,  if  I  rniftake  not,  was  one  of  your  Sympq/wa 
while  in  London,  (and,  if  fo,  the  worfe  man  he,)  takes  you  off  in  his  new  fares 
called  The  Orators.  As  the  Government  here  cannot  properly  take  notice  of  it, 
would  it  be  amiis,  that  you  JbouLl  Jtevj  fame  fpirit  on  ibis  occafwn,  either  by  way 
of  ftrifture,  contempt,  or  by  bringing  an  action  again  ft  him;  I  do  r.ot  mean  for 
writing  the  faid  farce,  but  for  acting  it.  The  doctrine  oi  f crib  ere  eji  agere  was 
looked  upon  as  tco  hard  in  the  cale  of  Algernon  Sidney  ;  but  my  Lord  Coke, 
my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hales,  my  Lord  Vaughan,  Satkeld,  and,  in  fhort,  all 
the  greater!  men  of  the  law,  do,  with  their  ufual  perfpicuity  and  preafirn,  lay 
it  down  for  law,  that  agere  ejl  agere.  And  this  is  exactly  Mr.  Footers  c?.fc 
with  regard  to  you  :  therefore,  any  orders  that  you  fnall  think  fit  to  lend  me 
in  this  affair  as  to  retaining  couniel,  tiling  a  bill  of  Faulkner  verftis  Foote,  or 
bringing  a  common  a8ion  upon  tbt  cafe,  which  I  think  would  be  bell  of 
all,  the  cafe  it/e/f  being  actionable,  (hall  be  punctually  executed  by  your  faithful 
friend 

Chesterfield." 

The  ireny  of  this  letter  will  beft  appear  by  a  fubfequent  letter  of  his  lordihip1  s, 
in  which  he  expreffes  his  impatience  to  congratulate  his  friend  George  on  his  late 
triumph  in  making  his  enemy  his  foot-fool.  "  A  man  of  lefs  phiiofophy  than 
yourfelf,  fays  his  lordihip,  would,  perhaps,  have  chart:  fed  Foote  corpcrallv,  and 
have  made  him  feel  that  your  wooden  leg,  which  he  mimicked,  had  an 
avenging  arm  to  protect  it ;  but  you  (corned  lo  inglorious  a  viciory,  and 
called  jultice  and  the  laws  of  your  country  to  puniin  the  criminal,  and  to 
avenge  your  caufe.  You  triumphed;  r.nd  I  heartily  join  my  weak  voice  to 
the  loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citizens  of  Dublin  upon  this  o-;caf)on.  I 
lake  it  for  granted,  that  fome  of  your  many  tributary  wits  h  i ...  y   prefenft  d 

you  with  gratulatory  poems,  &c.  upon  this  fubjeft.  1  own  I  had  fome  the 
myfelf  of  inferibing  a  lhort  poem  to  you  upon  your  triumph  ;  but,  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  when  I  had  ivrit  net  above  two  thoufand  verfes  of  it,  n:r 
Mule  torlbok  me,  my  poetic  vein  (topped,  I  threw  away  my  per.,  and  1  burned 
my  poem,  to  the  irreparable  lofs  not  only  of  the  prefent  ag?,  but  alio  of  latfift 
pofterity." 

are 
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*re  fomewhat  Icofe,  negligent,  and 
tmfinifhed  ;  the  plots  are  often  ir- 
regular, and  the  cataitrophes  not 
always  conclufive  ;  but,  with  all 
thefe  deficiencies,  tney  contain 
more  flrength  of  character,  more 
ltrokes  of  keen  fatire,  and  more 
toucncs  of  temporary  humour, 
than  are  to  be  found  in  the  writ- 
ings of  any  other  modern  drama- 
tilt.  Even  the  language  fpokcn 
by  his  characters,  incorrect  as  it 
may  fometimes  feem,  will,  on  a 
cloler  examination,  be  found  en- 
tirely dramatical  ;  as  it  abounds 
with  thofe  natural  minutiae  of  cx- 
preflion  which  frequently  form  the 
very  bails  of  character,  and  which 
render  it  the  truelt  mirror  of  the 
converfation  of  the  times  in  which 
he  wrote. 

In  the  year  1766,  being  on  a 
party  of  pleafure  with  the  late 
Duke  of  York,  Lord  Mexborcugb, 
and  Sir  Francis  Delaval,  Mr.  Foote 
had  the  misfortune  to  break  his 
leg,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in 
confequence  of  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  undergo  an  amputation. 
This  accident  fo  fenfiblv  affected 
the  duke,  that  he  made  a  point  of 
obtaining  for  Mr.  Foote  a  patent 
tor  life,  whereby  he  was  allowed  to 
perform,  at  the  little  theatre  in  the 
•  Haymarket,  from  the  15  th  of  May 
to  the  15th  of  September,  every 
year. 

He  now  became  a  greater  favou- 
rite of  the  town  than  ever;  his 
very  laughable  pieces,  with  his 
more  laughable  performances,  con- 
ftantly  filled  his  houfe  ;  and  his 
receipts  were  lome  feafons  almoit 
incredible.  Parfimony  was  never 
a  vice  to  be  afcribed  to  Mr.  Foote  ; 
his  hofpitality  and  generofity  were 
ever  conspicuous ;   he   was  viiited 


by  the  firft  nobility,  and  he  wes, 
fometimes  honoured  even  by  royal 
guefts. 

The  attack  made  upon  his  cha- 
racter by  one  of  his  domellics, 
whom  he  had  difmifled  for  mifbe- 
haviour,  is  too  well  known  to  be 
particularized  here.  Suffice  it  to 
fay,  he  was  honourably  acquitted 
of  that  charge  ;  but  it  is  believed 
by  forne  that  the  fhock  which  he 
received  from  it  accelerated  his 
death  ;  others  pretend  that  his  li- 
terary altercation  with  a  certain 
then  duchefs,  or  rather  her  agents, 
much  affedted  him,  and  that  from 
that  time  his  health  declined.  We 
are  of  opinion,  however,  that  his 
natural  volatility  of  fpirits  could 
fcarceiy  fail  to  fupport  him  againft 
all  impreffions  from  either  of  thefe 
quarters. 

Mr.  Foote,  finding-his  health  de- 
cline, entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Mr.  Colman,  for  his  patent 
of  the  theatre,  according  to  which 
he  was  to  receive  from  Mr.  Colman 
1600I.  per  annum,  beiides  a  Iti- 
pulated  fum  whenever  he  chofe  to 
perform.  Mr.  Foote  made  his  ap- 
pearance two  or  three  times  lalt 
fummer,  in  fome  of  the  molt  ad- 
mired characters;  but  being  Sud- 
denly affected  with  a  paralytic 
ftroke  one  r.ight  wiiilft  upon  the 
ftage,  he  was  compelled  to  retire, 
a::d  from  that  time  the  public  loll 
their  jultly-admired  Arittophar.es. 
He  was  advifed  to  bathe,  and  ac- 
cordingly repaired  to  Brighthelm- 
ftone,  where  be  apparently  reco- 
vered his  former  health  and  fpirit?, 
and  was,  what  :  the  *;  fid- 

dle of  the  company"  who  reforted 
to  thai  agreeable  place  of  amufe- 
ment.  A  few  weeks  before  his 
death  he  reiumed  to  London  ;  but, 
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by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians, 
fet  out  with  an  intention  to  fpend 
the  winter  at  Pari?,  and  in  the 
Sooth  of  France.  He  had  got  no 
farther  than  Dover,  when  he  was 
fuddenly  attacked  by  another  ftroke 
of  the  pally,  which  in  a  few  hours 
terminated  his  exiftence.  Ke  died 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  October,  in  the  56th 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  privately 
interred  in  the  cloifters  of  Weft- 
miniler-abbey.  He  has  ltft  a  na- 
tural fon,  a  minor,  to  whom  he 
has  bequeathed  moil  of  his  for- 
tune. 

We  are  informed,  from  good  au- 
thority, thr.t  the  day  on  which  Mr. 
Foote  fet  out  for  Dover,  about  an 
hour  before  he  went  into  his  chaife, 
be  walked  into  every  room  in  his 
houfe,  examined,  with  an  accuracy 
rot  ufual  to  him,  every  article  of 
furniture  he  had,  but  more  parti- 
cularlv  his  pictures,  of  which  he 
had  a  krge  and  elegant  collection. 
When  he  came  to  the  portrait  of 
Wefton,  he  made  a  full  flop,  as  if 
by  fome  fecret  impclfe  ;  and  ri- 
veted his  eyes  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  his  old  acquaintance  for 
above  ten  minutes,  without  utter- 
ing a  fyllable.  Then  turning  off 
with  a  tear  in  his  eye,  he  exclaim- 
ed, "  Poor  Wefton  !"  But  the 
words  had  fcarce  dropped  from 
his  lips,  when,  with  a  tone,  as  ir. 
wpre,  of  reproach  for  his  feeming 
fecurity,  he  repeated  again,  "  Poor 
Wefton  !  It  will  be  very  fhorrly 
Pcor  Foote  !  or  the  intelligence  of 
my  fpirits  deceives  me." 


Mr.  Foote,  as  a  private  mar, 
was  fmcere,  generous,  and  humane. 
As  no  man  ever  contributed  more 
to  the  entertainment  of  the  public, 
fo  no  man  oftener  made  the  minds 
of  his  companions  expand  with 
mirth  and  good  humour  ;  and,  in 
the  company  of  men  of  nigh  rank 
and  fupetior  fortune,  wVo  courted 
his  acquaintance,  he  always  pre- 
ferved  an  eafy  and  noble  indepen- 
dency. That  he  had  his  -fo  bles 
and  caprices,  no  one  will  prerend 
to  deny  ;  but  they  were  amply 
counterbalanced  by  his  merit  and 
abilities,  which  will  tranfmit  his 
nam:,  to  pofterity  with  diftinguifn- 
ed  reputation. 

"  Aids,  poor  Yorick  ! — Where 
be  yourgambo's  ?  your  fongs  ? 
your  Haines  of  merriment,  that 
were  wont  to  fet  the  table  ia 
a  roar  r  Not  one  now  !  Alas, 
poor  Yorick  1" 

Memoirs    of  the  Life  of  Mr.  Vol- 
taire *. 

SOME  fix  the  birth  of  Francis 
de  Voltaire  to  the  2cth  of 
February,  others  to  the  20th  of 
November,  1(04,  and  there  are 
extant  medals  of  him  bearing  each, 
of  thefe  dates. 

At  twelve  years  of  a^e,  having 
written  forr,e  verfes  that  appeared 
to  be  fnperio-  to  what  could  havs 
been  expected  fo  early  in  life,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  celebrated 
Ninon  Je   PEnclos,   by  the   Abes 


*  Thefe  anecdotes  are  extracted  from  a  work,  ori;   • 
entitled  Hijhrical  Memoirs  of  the  author  of  the  Henriade.     We  are  afl'u     1, 
cidvertifement  prefixed  to  the  Engliih  tranflaStion,  that  they  are  the  work  of  llie  ce- 
lebrated author  himfelf ;  and  indeed  the  contents  l."»ve  us  very  little  room  to  dcit 


doubt 


•f  their  authenticity. 
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Chatcauneuf,  her  intimate  friend, 
and  that  extraordinary  woman  be- 
queathed to  him  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  livres  to  buy  books ;  which 
legacy  was  punctually  paid. 

The  little  piece  in  verfe  here 
alluded  to,  is  probably  that  which 
he  compofed  for  an  Invalid  who 
had  ferved  in  the  regiment  of  Dau- 
phine,  ur,-ier  the  only  fon  of  Louis 
XIV.  The  old  foldier  had  gone 
to  the  Jcfuits  college  to  entreat  one 
of  the  mafters  to  oblige  him,  by 
writing  a  petition  in  vcrfe,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Dauphin.  The 
mailer  told  him  he  was  then  too 
bufy,  but  that  there  was  a  young 
fcholar  who  could  do  him  the  fa- 
vour he  requefted*. 

Notwithltanding  his  extreme 
youth,  he  was  admitted  to  an  in- 
timacy with  the  Abbe  Chaulieu, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fare,  the  Duke 
of  Sully,  and  the  Abbe  Courtin  ; 
and  he  has  often  told  us  that  his 
father  believed  him  entirely  ruined, 
becaufe  he  kept  company  with  peo- 
ple of  fafhion,  and  made  verfes. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began 


the  tragedy  of  Oedipus,  in  which 
he  propofed  to  introduce  chorufe* 
after  the  manner  of  the  ancients  f. 
The  players  were  very  unwilling 
to  appear  in  a  tragedy,  the  fub- 
je&  of  which  had  been  already 
treated  by  Corneille,  whofe  per- 
formance was  what  is  commonly 
called  a  Stock  Play.  It  was  not 
afted  till  1718,  and  even  then, 
not  without  an  order  from  the 
court. 

The  young  man,  who  was  ex- 
ceflively  diffipated  and  immerfed 
in  all  the  pleafures  common  at 
his  time  of  life,  was  not  fenfible 
of  the  rifque  he  ran,  nor  did  he 
give  himfelf  any  trouble  whether 
his  piece  fucceeded  or  not.  He 
indulged  himfelf  in  a  thoufand  fal- 
lies  on  the  ftage,  and  at  laft  wan- 
tonly laid  hold  of  the  train  of  the 
chief  prieit,  in  a  fcene  where  that 
pontiff  was  producing  a  very  tra- 
gical effect.  Marlhal  Villars's  lady, 
who  was  in  the  firlr.  box,  enquired 
who  the  young  man  was  that  had 
played  that  trick,  as  it  feemed  to 
be  done  with  a  view  to  ruin  the 


occafiThe  followi"S  VerfeS  arC  givcn  as  hayinS  been  compofed  by  him  on  that 

Digne  fils  du  plus  grand  des  Rois, 

Son  amour  et  notre  efperance, 

Vacs  qui,  fans  regner  fur  la  France, 

Regnes  fur  le  coeur  des  Francois  ; 

Souffrez-vous  que  ma  vieille  vcine, 

Par  un  effort  ambitieux, 

Oie  vous  donner  une  etrenne, 
Vous  qui  n'en  recevez  que  de  la  main  des  Dicux  - 

On  a  dit  qu'a  votre  naiffance 

Mars  vous  donna  la  vaillance, 
Minerve  la  fagefle,  Aoollon  la  beaute  : 
Mais  un  Dieu  bienfaifant,  que  j'  implore  en  me  pc 

Voulut  aufli  me  donner  mes  etrennes, 

En  vous  donnant  la  liberaiitc. 


aurWV°  tlVS" «ft  11e:!rned.D^'>  dat«d  1713,  in  which 
author    who  had  then  fin.fhed  h.s  p.ece,  to  add  Gnging  chorufes,  i, 
the  Greeks;  but  it  was  impracticable  on  the  French  it. 
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piece1,  and  being  told  that  he  was 
the  author,  lhe  feht  for  him  into 
the  box,  and  the  attachment  he 
formed  from  that  time  to  the  Ma- 
fechal  and  his  lady,  continued, 
during  their  lives. 

What  is  as  Angular,  and  a  fadl 
fcarcely  knoWn,  is,  that  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  the  father  of  h  m  who 
gainea  fo  gr:a"  rep u tat  rn  by  the 
battles  at  the  blockade  ot  Demont 
and  Chateau  Dauphin,  addreffed 
fome  verfes  to  him,  which  con- 
clude thus; 

"  Ayant  puise  fee  Vers  aux  eaux  de 

•*  l'Aganippe, 
"  Pour  fon  premier  projet  il  fait  le  choix 

"  d'Oedipe, 
«  Et  quoique  des    lor.gtems  ce  fujet  fut 

*'  connu, 
*«  Par    un    lVle    pi'js    beau    cette    piece 

«  c'nrgee 
"  Fit  croire  dcs  Enfers  Racire  revenu, 
«  Ou  que  Corrieille  ayait  la  fienne  cor- 

**  rh^;." 

From   Aganippe's  fource,   his   ftrains   he 

drew, 
Then  brought  old  Oedipus  again  to  view, 
A  theme  well  known— yet  fuch  correctness 

mines, 
Such  eafy  grace  adorns  his  polim'd  line; ; 
"We  think  Racine  has  left  the  {hades  be- 

low, 
Or  ComeiUVs  ragged  numbers  learnt  to 

flow. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find 
the  anfwer  of  the  author  of  Oedi- 
pus. We  afked  him  one  day  if  he 
did  not  jeftingly  fay  to  the  prince, 
*'  my  lord,  you  will  be  a  great 
poet;  I  muft  procure  you  a  pen- 
fion  from  the  king;"  and  whether, 
5s  is  alio  pretended,  he  did  not 
once  put  this  qUeftion  to  his  high- 
Xiefs  at  fupper.  Are  we  all  princes  * 
or  are  we  all  poets  ?  He  replied, 
Delidia  jwventutis  me<z  r.e  memir.eris 
Dcmine.  Remember  not  the  /ins  cf 
my  youth,   O  Lord, 

Vol.  XX. 


After  having  finished  his  Oedi- 
pUs,  but  before  it  had  been  per- 
formed, he  began  the  Henriade, 
when  with  Monfieur  de  Cau martin, 
intendant  of  the  finances,    at  St. 

We  have  oftner  than  once  heard 
him  fay,  that  when  he  undertook 
thefe  two  performances,  he  did  not 
imagine  he  mould  be  able  to  fungi 
them,  and  that  he  was  neither 
acquainted  u'th  the  rules  of  the 
drama,  nor  Epic  poetry  ;  but  that 
he  was  fired  with  what  he  heard  of 
Henry  IV.  from  Monfieur  Cau- 
martiri,  who  was  well  veried  in 
hiftory,  an  exceffive  admirer  of  that 
pririce,  and  a  gentleman  of  a  molt 
refpectable  character  ;  and  that  he 
began  the  work  from  mere  enthu- 
fiafm,   almofl  without  reflection. 

Having  one  d^y  read  feveral 
cantOs  of  his  poem  when  on  a  vilit 
to  ].':-.  intimate  friend,  the  young 
Preildent  de  Maifons,  he  was"  fo 
teazed  with  objections,  that  he  loft 
patience,  and  threw  his  manufc-ipt 
into  the  fire.  The  president,  He- 
r.aut,  with  difficulty  refcued  it. 
"  Remember,  faid  Mr.  Henaiit  to 
him,  in  one  cf  his  letters,  it  was 
I  that  faved  the  Henriade,  and 
that  it  coil:  trie  a  handfome  pair  of 
ruffles." 

Some  years  zfter,  feveral  copies 
of  this  poem  were  handed  about, 
while  it  was  only  a  (ketch,  arid  an 
edition  of  it  with  many  chafms  was 
publiihcd,  under  the  title  of  The 
League. 

All  the  poets  in  Paris,  and  even 
many  of  the  learned,  fell  foul  cf 
him.  Twenty  pamphlets  were  let 
fly  againft  him.  The  Henriade 
was  played  at  the  fair  ;  and  it  was 
infinuated  to  the  old  Bifhop  of 
Frejus,  preceptor  to  the  king,  that 
it  was  indecent,    and  even  crimi- 
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nal,  to  write  in  praife  of  Ad- 
miral Coligny  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

The  Cabal  had  intereft  enough 
to  engage  Cardinal  de  Bifli,  then 
president  of  the  afiembly  of  the 
clergy,  to  pafs  a  judicial  cenfure 
upon  the  work ;  but  this  ftrange 
defign  proved  abortive.  The 
young  author  was  filled  with  equal 
furprize  and  refentment  at  thefe 
intrigues.  His  diffipation  prevent- 
ed him  from  making  friends  among 
the  literati :  and  he  had  not  the 
art  of  combating  his  enemies  with 
their  own  weapons,  which  is  faid 
to  be  abfolutely  neceiiary  in  Paris, 
if  a  man  wifhes  to  fucceed  in  any 
kind  of  purfuit. 

In  1722,  he  gave  the  tragedy 
of  Mariamne.  That  princefs  was 
poifoned  by  Herod.  When  fhe 
drank  the  cup,  the  faftion  cried 
cut,  the  Queen  drinks t  and  the  piece 
was  damned  *. 

Thefe  continual  mortifications 
determined  him  to  print  the  Hen- 
ri ade  in  England,  as  he  could  nei- 
ther obtain  privilege  nor  patronage 
for  it  in  Franco. 

He  was  right;  King  George  the 
Firft,  and  more  particularly  the 
Princefs  of  Wales, afterwardsQueen 
of  England,  raifed  an  immenfe 
iubfeription  for  him.  Their  libe- 
rality laid  the  foundation  of  his 
fortune  ;  for  on  his  return  to  France 
in  1728,  he  put  his  money  into  a 
lottery  eilablifhed  by  Mr.  Desforts, 
comptroller  general  of  the  finan- 
ces. The  adventurers  received  a 
rent  charge  on  the  Hotel-de-Ville 
for  their  tickets ;  and  the  prizes 
were   paid    in    ready   money.;    fo 
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that  if  a  focicty  had  taken  alf 
the  tickets,  it  would  have  gained 
a  million  of  livres.  He  joined 
with  a  numerous  company  of  ad- 
venturers, and  was  fortunate.  We 
were  furnifhed  with  this  anecdote- 
by  a  member  of  the  fame  fociety, 
who  verified  it  by  producing  hi* 
regiflers.  Mr.  Voltaire  wrote  to 
him  as  follows  :  "  To  make  a  for- 
tune in  this  country,  nothing  more 
i-s  requifite  than  to  read  the  arrets 
of  the  Council.  It  is  feldom  but 
the  miniflry  is  obliged  to  make 
fuch  arrangements- in  the  finances/ 
as  turn  to  the  advantage  of  inuivi- 
duals." 

We  are  afterwards  informed  of 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  B-rutus  and 
Zara,  and  of  the  rcfufal  of  the 
Academicians  to  admit  him  intt> 
their  fbciety.  About  this  time 
he  became  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  illuitrious  Marchionefs 
of  Chatellet,  with  whom  he  ftu- 
died  the  principles  of  Newton, 
and  the  fyftems  of  Leibnitz.  They 
retired  to  Cirey,  in  Champagne, 
for  feveral  years,  two  of  which 
Mr.  Kcenig,  an  eminent  mathe- 
matician, paffed  with  them.  Mr. 
Voltaire  caufed  a  gallery  to  be 
erefted,  where  they  performed  all 
the  experiments  on  light  and  elec- 
tricity. 

When  he  attempted  to  publifh 
his  Elements  of  the  Newtonian  Pbi- 
lo/opijy,  a  philofophy  then  fcarce 
known  in  France,  he  could  not 
obtain  a  privilege  from  the  Chan- 
cellor Aguefieau,  who  was  a  man 
of  universal  learning,  but  being 
bred  a  Cartefian,  dilcouraged  thf 
new    difcoveries    as    much    as   he 


*  Probably  this  alluded  to  Tome  report  circulated  at  that  time,  which  ha»  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  ©t  the  ti-iuuicr,  otheiwue  the  e*pvemuc  couhi  Dot  have 
;-h  so  efeS 
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could.  Our  author's  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  Newton  and 
Locke,  drew  upon  him  a  new  crowd 
of  enemies.  He  wrote  t->  Mr. 
Falkner,  to  whom  he  d.a 
his  Zara.  "  It  is  believed  that 
the  French  love  novelty,  but  it 
muli  be  in  cookery  anu  fafhions, 
for  as  to  new  truths  thf*y  are  al- 
ways  profcribed  among  us;  it  is 
on  y  when  they  grow  oid  that  they 
are  well  received." 

By  way  of  relaxation  from  his 
ftudies  in  Natural  Philofophy,  he 
amufed  himielf  in  writing  his  Maid 
af  Orhans.  We  have  proofs  that 
th-.s  piece  of  drollery  was  compofed 
alrr.oft  entirely  at  Cirey.  Madame 
de  Chatellet  loved  poetry  as  much 
as  geometry,  and  was  a  very  good 
judge  of  it.  Although  this  poem 
was  only  comic,  yet  there  is  much 
more  fancy  in  it  than  in  the  Heir- 
riade  ;  but  it  was  vilely  difgraced 
by  fome  fhemelefs  fcoundreis,  who 
printed  it  with  horrid  lewdnefTes. 
The  only  good  editions  are  thofe 
of  Geneva. 

Not  long  afterwards,  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  celebrated 
RoufTeau  at  Brufiels,  and  they  foon 
conceived  a  ftrong  averiion  from 
each  other.  RoufTeau  having  fhewn 
h.s  r.ntagonift  a  lyric  epiftle,  ad- 
drefled  to  polrerity,  met  with  this 
repartee  ;  Tnyjriend,  this  letter  *imli 
never  be  delivered  acccrdir.g  to  its 
."  • .  _-.v,rr.  Rcufieau  never  forgave 
this  piece  of  raillery.  There  is 
extant  a  letter  from  Mr.  de  V<:1- 
taire  to  Mr.  Linant,  containing 
the  following  paffage :  "  RoufTeau 
d°fpifes  me  becaufe  I  am  carelefs 
in  my  rhimes,  and  I  defpife  Rouf- 
feau  becaufe  he  is  only  a  rhimer." 


In  the  year  1738,  commenced 
the  correfpond?  ace  with  which  the 
king,  then  Hereditary  Prince  Royal 
of  PruiTia,  hath  ever  lince  been 
pleafed  to  honour  him  ;  and  in 
the  year  1740,  he  went  to  pay  his 
court  at  Berlin,  before  the  king 
was  prepared  for  invading  Silefia. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Ber- 
lin, he  wrote  the  tragedies  of  Ma- 
homet and  Merepes  The  tragedy 
of  Merope  is  the  firft  piecej  not 
upon  a  iacred  fubjeel,  that  fuc- 
ceeded  without  the  aid  of  an  amo- 
rous pafioftj  and  which  procured 
our  author  more  honour  than  he 
hoped  from  it.  It  was  played  on 
the  26th  of  Februarv,  1741.  We 
cannot  better  dei'cribe  the  lingular 
circumflances  attending  its  recep- 
tion, than  bv  inferring  his  letter 
of  the  4th  of  April  following,  to 
his  friend  Mr.  L'Aiguebere>  then 
at  Tholoufe. 

"  Merope  is  not  yet  printed.  I 
am  afraid  it  will  not  fucceed  fo 
well  in  the  clofet  as  on  the  ftage. 
— The  piece  is  not  mine  ;  it  is 
Mademoiieiie  Dumenil's.  —  What 
think  you  of  an  aclrefs  that  kept 
the  audience  in  tears  through  three 
fucceffive  acts  ?  The  public  hare 
run  into  a  little  miflake,  and  given 
me  credit  for  a  part  of  the  extreme 
pleafcire  given  them  by  the  aclors. 
The  fed  act; on  was  io  great,  that 
the  pit,  with  loud  (hoots,  infilled 
upon  feeing  me  *.  I  was  fcized 
in  the  hiding  place,  where  I  had 
fquattei  for  ihelter,  and  brought 
by  force  into  the  box  of  Martha! 
Villars's  lady,  who  was  there  with 
her  daughter-in-law. — The  pit 
was  mad ;  they  called  out  to  the 
Dutchefs  de  Villars  to  kifs  me,  and 


*  Hence  the  ridiculous  cufrom  cf  crying  the  author,  die  author,  when  a  piece, 
wbcfnetrgeod  or  bad,  iucceeus  the  firil  night. 

D  2  they 
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they  made  fo  much  noife,  that  (he 
was  obliged  to  comply  by  order 
of  her  mother-in-law.— Thus  have 
I  been  kifled  in  public,  as  was 
Alain  Chartier,  by  the  Princefs 
Margaret  of  Scotland  ;  but  he  was 
aileep,  and  I  was  wide  awake." 

Soon  after  we  fee  him  again 
taking  a  journey  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  was  always  inviting 
Jiim  to  Berlin,  but  could  never 
prevail  on  him  to  quit  his  old 
friends  for  any  considerable  time. 
In  this  journey  he  performed  a 
fingular  fervice  to  the  king  his 
matter,  as  we  fee  by  the  letters 
which  paffed  between  bim  and 
Mr.  Amelot,  the  mrnifter  of  ftate. 
But  thefe  particulars  come  not 
within  our  prefen-t  defign. — We 
view  him  only  in  his  literary  cha- 
racter. 

In  the  year  1-749,  after  the  death 
of  the  illulhious  Marchiorrels  of 
Chatellet,  whom  Mr.  Voltaire  had 
attended  to  the  court  of  S-taniilaus, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  gave  him  an 
Invitation  to  come  and  live  with 
him.  It  was  not  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  morf-t-h  of  Augult,  1  --;o, 
after  having  for  fix  months  com- 
bated the  opinions  of  all  his  friends, 
who  ilrongly  difluaded  him  from 
going,  that  we  find  him  refolved 
to  quit  France,  and  attach  him- 
felf  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  for  the 
reft  of  his  life.  He  could  not 
wi rhitand  the  letter  which  the  King 
of  Pruffia  wrote  to  him  the  23d  of 
.'  ugnft  from  the  apartments  defin- 
ed for  his  future  gueft  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Berlin  :  a  letter  which  has 
been  often  printed  and  is  univer- 
fallv  known. 

After  this  letter,  the  King  of 
Pruffia  aflted  the  content  of  the 
King  of  France,  by  his  miniiter 
a:  ihat  court,    which  was  readily 


granted.    Our  author  was  preferr- 
ed at  Berlin  with  the  order  of  me- 
rit,  the  key  of  Chamberlain,    and 
a  penfion  or  twenty  thoufand  livres. 
However  he  did  not   give  up   his 
houfe  at  Paris,  and  by  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  Delaleu,   the  Notary,    we 
find  that  Mr.  de  Voltaire  was  at 
an     expence    of    thirty    thoufand 
livres  a  year  there.      He  was  at- 
tached to  the  King  of  Pruffia  by 
the  moil  refpec\ful  regard,  as  well 
as    by   their  conformity    of  taite. 
He  has  a  hundred  times  faid,  th?/t 
Monarch  was  as  agreeable  in  com- 
pany, as  he  was  formidable  at  the 
head  of  an  army  ;  and  that  he  had 
never  more  pleafing  evening  par- 
ties at  Paris,  than  thofe  to  which- 
that  prince  would  have  conftantly" 
admitted  him.     His  regard  for  the 
King  of  Pruffia  rofe  to  a  degree  of 
enthu&afm.-     His  apartments  were 
under  the  King's,    and  he  never 
quitted  them  but  to  go  to  fuppe.\ 
The  king  compofed  works  in  phi- 
lofophy,    hiftoryr    and   poetry,    in 
the   upper   apartments,    while   his 
favourite  cultivated  the  fame  arts 
and  the  fame  talent;  in  the   lower. 
They  communicated   their   works 
to  one  another.    The  Pruffian  Mo- 
narch  wrote    his   memoirs  of   the 
houfe  of  Brandenburgh  at  Potzd?m; 
and  the  French  author  having  car- 
ried his  materials  with  him,  wrote 
his    age    of    Louis  XIV.    at    the 
fame  place.       Thus  did  his  days 
glide  along  in  tranquility  enliven- 
ed by  fuch  agreeable  employments. 
It  muft  be  owned,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  than  this 
kind  of  life,  or  any  thing  do  more 
honour  tophilofophy  and  the  belles 
lettres.       This    happinefs    would 
have  been  more  lairing,  and  would 
not    have    given    place    to   a    ltill 
greater  happinefi,    if  it  had  not 
3  beerr 
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been  for  adifpute  on  a  fubjeil  in 
mj*ed  mathematicks,  which  aroie 
between  Maupertuis,  who  likewife 
Jived  at  that  time  with  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  Kcenig,  librarian 
to  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  at  the 
Hague.  This  difpute  was  a  -con- 
tinuation of  that  which  for  a  long 
time  had  divided  the  mathemati- 
cians about  the  living  and  dead 
forces.  It  cannot  be  denied  but 
that  a  little  quackery  gets  into  this 
fubjecT:,  as  well  as  into  theology 
and  medicine.  It  was  a  moil  tri- 
fling queftion  at  belt,  for  let  them 
entangle  it  as  much  as  they  will, 
they  mull  always  return  to  the 
plain  laws  of  motion.  The  tem- 
pers of  the  difputants  were  tow- 
ered, and  Maupertuis,  who  ruled 
the  academy  at  Berlin,  procured  a 
condemnation  of  Kcenig's  opinion 
in  the  year  1752,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a  letter  of  the  late  Leib- 
nitz, without  being  able  to  pro- 
duce the  original  of  that  letter, 
which  however  had  been  feen  by 
Mr.  Wolf.  He  went  Hill  farther, 
— he  wrote  to  the  Princefs  of 
Orange,  to  beg  her  to  difmife 
Kcenig  from  his  employment  of 
Librarian  ;  and  reprefented  him  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  as  a  man  who 
had  been  wanting  in  the  refpec~r. 
due  to  his  majefty.  Voltaire,  who 
had  palled  two  whole  years  at  Cirey 
with  Kcenig,  during  which  he  had 
contra&ed  an  intimacy,  thought  it 
was  his  duty  openly  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  his  friend. 

The  quarrel  became  violent, 
and  the  ltudy  of  philofophy  de- 
generated into  faction  and  cabal. 
Maupertuis  was  at  fome  pains  to 
have  it  reported  at  court,  that  one 
clay,  while  General  Manilein  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  apartments  of 
Mr.  -de  Voltaire,    who   was   then 


tranflating  into  French,  The  Me- 
moirs cf  Rafia,  cempofed  by  that 
Officer ;  the  king,  in  his  ufual 
manner,  fent  a  copy  of  verfes  to 
be  examined,  when  Voltaire  faid 
to  Manflein,  Let  us  leave  off  for 
the  prefent,  my  friend ;  you  fee  the 
king  has  fent  me  hts  dirty  linen  to 
iva/h,  I  'ixill  ivafb  your' s  another 
time.  A  iingle  word  is  fometimes 
fufficient  tQ  ruin  a  man  at  court ; 
Maupertuis  imputed  luch  a  word 
to  Voltaire,  and  fucceeded. 

It  was  about  this  very  time 
that  Maupertuis  publifhed  his  very 
flrange  PhilofGphical  Letters,  in 
which  he  propefed  to  build  a  la- 
tin city ;  to  fail  in  quell  of  difco- 
veries  directly  under  the  pole ;  to 
perforate  the  earth  to  the  center; 
—  to  go  to  the  Streightsof  Magel- 
lan, and  diflect  the  brains  of  a 
Patagonian,  in  order  to  invelligate 
the  nature  of  the  foul ; — to  cover 
the  bodies  of  the  fick  with  pitch, 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  perfora- 
tion ;  and,  above  all,  not  to  pay 
the  phyucian. 

Mr.  daVoitaire  heightened  thefe 
philofophic  ideas  with  ail  the  rail- 
lery which  £>  iine  an  opportunity 
prefented,  and,  unfortunately,  the 
learned  all  over  Europe  were  amuf- 
ed  with  the  ridicule.  Maupertuis 
was  careful  to  join  his  own  caule 
to  the  caufe  of  the  king;  and  this 
piece  of  ridicule  was  looked  upon 
as  a  failure  in  refpedl  to  his  ma- 
jefty. Our  author  in  the  moll  re- 
lpectful  manner  returned  the  key 
of  Chamberlain,  and  the  crofs  of 
his  order  to  the  king,  with  the  fol- 
lowing verfes. 

"   Jc  !e?  recus  nvec  tendrrfT?  ; 

u   Je  vous  les  ren.i  avec  r'oulcur, 

"  Comme  v.n  amunt   jaloux,     dans   fa 

"   mauvail*.-  humetir, 
11  Rend  le- portrait  u-  i"a  MaitreiTV." 
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The  king  fent  back  the  key  and 
ribbon.  Our  author  then  fet  out 
to  pay  a  vilit  to  her  highnefs  the 
Duchefs  of  Gotha,  who  continued 
to  hoi  our  him  with  her  friend ihip 
while  fhe  lived.  It  was  for  her 
that  he  wrote  77^  Annals  of  the 
Empire,  about  a  year  after ;  a  work 
wluch  was  entirely  new  modelled 
in  his  Ejfay  upon  the  Hifory  of  the 
Genius  and  Manners  of  Nat  ion  r.' 

While  he  remained  at  Gotha, 
Maupertuis  employed  all  his  bat- 
teries againft  our  traveller,  which 
he  was  made  fenfible  of,  when  he 
came  to  meet  his  niece,  Madame 
Denis,  at  Francfort  on  the  Mayne. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  an  honeft 
German,  who  neither  loved  the 
French  nor  their  verfes,  came,  and 
in  bad  French,  demanded  the  works 
in  poejby  of  the  king  his  mafter. 
Our  traveller  replied,  that  the 
works  in  poe/hy  were  with  the  reft 
of  his  property  at  Leiplic.  The 
Oerman  informed  him,  that  he  was 
ordered  to  Francfort,  and  mull  not 
depart  till  thefe  works  arrived. 
Mr.  de  Voltaire  gave  him  the  key 
of  Chamberlain,  and  the  crols  of 
the  order,  and  promifed  to  rertore 
what  he  had  demanded  ;  upon 
v.  Inch  the  mefienger  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing billet  '-. 

"SIR, 

"  So  foon  the  lar*?e  package 
"   from  L  I  be  here,  where 

s  or"  pot  -hy  of  the 
"  king,  mv  «i  after,  you  may  de- 
*'  part  wherever  you  think  pro- 
M   per. 

"   Francfort,  id  June,  1753." 
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The  prifoner  wrote  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  note,  Good  for  the  xoork 
of  poejby  of  the  king,  jcur  muj.   r. 

But  when  the  vei  I  .,    it 

was  pretended  there  werc  fume 
bills  of  exchange  expected,  wh  h 
did  not  arrive. --The  traveller' 
detained  fifteen  days  at  the  fi?n 
of  the  Goat,  on  account  of  thefe 
pretended  bills  ;  and  at  Jail  were 
not  permitted  to  depart  wi<hout 
paying  a  conliderabJe  ranfom.— 
Th^fe  are  details  which  never  come 
to  the  ears  of  kings. 

This  adventure  was  very  foon 
forgotten  bv  both  parties,  and  with 
great  propriety.  The  king  lent 
back  his  verfes  to  his  old  admirer, 
and  foon  after  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  new  ones.  It  was  a  love 
quarrel  ;  —  the  bickerings  of  a  court 
foon  die  away  ;  but  a  laudable 
ruling  paflion  will  long  continue. 

Soon  afcer  his  departure  from 
Berlin,  he  purchafed  the  Seignory 
of  Ferney  in  the  Pays  de  Gex,  about 
a  league  from  Geneva.  It  was  here, 
that  he  undertook  the  defence  of 
the  celebrated  family  of  Calas  \ 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  had 
a  fecor.d  opportunity  of  vindicating 
the  innocence  of  another  condemn- 
ed family  of  the  name  of  S. 
It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
in  the  year  1774.,  ^e  nat^  r^e  third 
time  a  Angular  opportunity  of  em- 
ploying that  fame  zeal,  vrhi< 
had  the  good  fortune  to  difplay  in 
the  fatal  catallrophe  of  the  fami- 
lies of  Calas  and  Sirven.  As  this 
itwry  19  not  fo  generally  known  as 
the  former,  we  flkall  give  it  the 
reader  in  the  author's  own  words, 


*  The  Tranflator,  that  the  fpiri:  of  the  original  mi^ht   net  c V3ycrate,    bns 

I  J  it  wont  for  word. 
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He  was  informed  that  there  was 
e.  young  French  gentleman  of  mo- 
deft  merit,  and  fingular  good  fenfe, 
in  the  King  of  Pruifia's  army,  at 
Wefel.  This  young  gentleman  was 
only  a  volunteer,  and  had  been 
condemned  at  Abbeville,  with  the 
Chevaiier  de  la  Ba;  e,  to  fuffer  thd 
unifhment  of  parricides,  for  not 
neeling  in  time  of  rain  before  a 
proceifion  of  G  puch ins,  who  had 
paffed  about  fiity  or  iixty  paces 
from  them. 

To  this  iccflfation  was  added 
that  of  having  lung  a  rakiih  fong 
of  a  hundred  years  old,  and  re- 
peating Piron's  Ode  to  Prlapus. 
This  Ode  of  Piron's  was  a  lewd 
flight  of  a  young  man,  and  look- 
ed upon  as  fuch  a  venial  trefpafs, 
that  the  King  of  Prance,  Louis  XV, 
hearing  that  the  author  was  poor, 
gave  him  a  penfion  out  of  his  pri- 
vy purfe.  Thus  he  who  compoied 
the  piece  was  rewarded  by  a  good 
king,  while  they  who  repeated  it, 
were  condemned  to  fufFer  the  moll 
dreadful  puniihment,  by  fome  in- 
human monfters  of  a  village. 

Three  judges  of  Abbeville  con- 
dueled  the  profecution,  and  the 
ientence  was  as  follows :  That  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Barre,  and  his 
young  friend  (of  whom  we  have 
been  fpeaking)  fhould  be  put  to 
the  torture  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary, their  hands  be  cut  off,  their 
tongues  torn  out  with  pincers,,  and 
their  bodies  burn:  alive. 

Of  three  judges  who  gave  this 
"fen tence,  two  of  them  were  abso- 
lutely incompetent.  One  of  them 
for  being  the  declared  enemy  of 
the  young  people's  parents  ;  the 
other,  becaule  having  formerly  got 
himfelf  admitted  counfellor,  he 
had  fince  purchafed  and?  exercifed 


the  bufinefs  of  attorney  in  Ab- 
beville :  his  principal  employ- 
ment was  that  of  a  dealer  in  bul- 
locks and  hogs  ;— he  had  been 
condemned  by  the  confuls  of  Ab- 
beville, and  the  court  of  Aides  h~u! 
afterwards  declared  him  incapable 
of  holding  any  municipal  employ- 
ment in  the  kingdom. 

The  third  judge,  intimidated  by 
the  two  otheVs,  had  che  weikneis 
to  fubferibe  to  rheir  fentehce, which 
was  followed  by  the  molt  poignant 
and  fraitlefs  r^rncrie. 

To  the  fuTpriie  and  altbnilhrnent 
of  ail  Europe,  that  ftiil  fhudders 
with  horror  at  the  deed,  the  Che* 
valier  de  la  Barre  was  executed: 
his  friend  was  outlawed,  having 
been  in  a  foreign  country  before 
the  beginning  of  the  profecution. 

This  fentence  fo  execrable,    and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  abfurd,    which 
is  an  eternal  difgrace    to  France, 
was  much  more  to  be  condemned 
than  that   by   which   the  innocent 
Calas  was  broke  upon  the  wlif' 
for  the  judges  of  Calas  were  <- 
of  no  other  fault  than  that-t» 
ceiving  themfelves,  while*Ovi- 
of  the  Abbeville  judges 
being    monfters    of-">     Aobe 
their  eyes  open.   T°y  pennon, 
two  youths  to  fuffe.  to  his  own. 
as  Ravaiilac  anc 
levity  which  onl 
imprifonment.  - 

fince  the  mafTai 
mew  nothing  fcs  Brittorr,    tie 
pened.      It  is  rfl-Ccal-Man. 
fuch  an  inftance 
as  is  not   to  be  inary    perfon, 
the  moft  favage  j    and  ferved 
obliges  us  to  it.    -coal-man  in 

Mr.  de  Vo1.rjter  which  his 
informed  that  th<m  of  money, 
ion,   avi&imof  O  his   native 

i3  4  s,  in  North- 

ampton- 
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fanaticifm  that  ever  polluted    the 
earth,  was  in  one  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia's  regiments  ;   he  acquainted 
that  Monarch   of  it,    who   imme- 
diately had  the  generofity  to  make 
him  an  officer.    The  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  enquired  particularly  about  the 
young  gentleman  ;   he  found  that 
he  had  learnt  the  art  of  drawing 
and  defign  without  the  help  of  a 
matter ;  that  he  was  prudent^  fen- 
fible,   and  virtuous ;    and  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  gave  the  lie 
to  his  pretended  judges  of  Abbe- 
ville.    The  king  called  him   near 
his  perfon,  gave  him  a  company, 
appointed  him  engineer,    and  ho. 
noured  him   with  a  penfion,  and 
thus  by  his  benevolence  wiped  away 
the  crimes  committed  by  folly  and 
barbarity.     He  wrote  in  the  moll 
affefting  terms  to  Mr.  de  Voltaire, 
to  acquaint  him  with  what  he  had 
done    for    this'  truly  valuable  and 
unfortunate    young   foldier.       We 
have  all  been  witnefies  of  this  hor- 
rid   affair,    fo    difhonourable    for 
or;ce,  and  fo  noble  for  a  royal 
dep;'Pher-      This  great  example 
Mr.  dCm  mankind,  but  will  it 
of  CtatiP. 
the  order,      ______ 

what    he    ha  x 

which  the  me»  Abbe  Terrai. 

lowing  billet  *-, 

Abbe  Terrai  is 

"SIR,    notary  at  Bouin 

"  So    foon    trie  of  his,  who 

"  from  Leipfic  fr  court,    patro- 

"   is  the  work    (him  a  place  in 

"   king,  my  mzr'aris,    and   left 

"   part  wherevt    fprtune.       M. 

"   per.  .juifhed    himfelf 

"   Francfort,  induflry.     His 

rehen iive,    per- 

-ry    to   the   par- 

-  The  Ti-3nuParti;l1;  and  con- 

«ei)d«red  it  word*ec>s.  The  court 
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appointed  him  a  rapporteur,  or  a 
legal  informer  to  the  court   of  ail 
the  parliamentary  transactions.    In 
this  place  he  ferved  his  employers 
effectually,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
caufed  the  remonflrances  of  parlia- 
ment to  be  liberally  dillributed  both 
at  Paris  and  abroad.      Honefl   M. 
d'Invau,  the  then  comptroller-ge- 
neral of  the  finances,  was  difpleaf- 
ed  with  his  conduct ;  but  the  chan- 
cellor took  the  Abbe's  part;  Mr. 
d'Invau  was,  in  fpite  of  the  Duke 
of  Choifeu,rs  endeavours,  difmifT- 
ed,  and  fo.cce.eded  in  his  place  by 
M,    T«rai    himfelf.        The   new 
comptroller  now  begin  his  admi- 
mftration  with  flopping   the   pay- 
ment of  the  crown  debts.,  and  di- 
verting the  revenues  of  the  Cai fib 
d'Amortifiement,  or  finking  fund, 
toother  purpofes;    with  impofmg 
the  fame  taxes  which    under    M. 
d'Invau's    adminiftration    he    had 
aealoufly  oppofed.     His  depreda- 
tions on  the  public,    induced  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul   to  attempt  his 
removal ;  but  M.  Terrai  prevailed 
by  gaining  oyer  the  men  in  power, 
by  lncreafing   their  penuons,    and 
by  foothing   the  farmers-general  j 
but  chiefly  by  humouring  the  king's 
inclination  for  building,    and  in- 
dulging the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  fa- 
mily of  the  royal  millrefs:.  without 
any  regard  to'  the  interejts   of  the 
kingdom,   to  the  jufiice  or  injuilice 
of  his  expedients,   or  the  fate  of 
the  fubjects   and   fervants  of  the, 
crown.      He  ruined  the  Ealt  India 
Company,   whom  he  had  formerly 
ferved  a.  fyndic  ;   he  forced  her  to 
pay    ht-r   debts    to   government   in 
ready  money,    ar.d,    in  return,   to 
accept     payment    of     the    king's 
debts  to  her  in  paper" of  very  fmall 
value.    Thus  he  contrived  not  only 
to  difcharge   the   twenty  millions 
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4fje  from  the  king  to  the  company, 
but  to  faddle  her  with  a  debt  of 
j  5 ,000,000  of  livres  to  the  king. 
The  rents  in  the  hotel  de  ville, 
annually  amounting  to  no  lefs  than 
61,000,000,  and  till  then,  always 
refpected  by  all  other  minifters, 
were  in  the  firft  fix  months  of  his 
adminiftration,  reduced  one  fifth. 
He  impofed  feveral  new  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  45 ,000,000,  and  recalled 
all  fuch  of  the  demelnes  of  the  crown 
as  were  then  fold  or  granted  away. 
The  clergy  had  compounded  for  a 
tax  called  the  Quinzieme,  or  fif- 
teenth penny  ;  he  kept  the  com- 
position money,  and  yet  demanded 
the  payment  of  the  tax.  He  ex- 
tended the  Vingtieme,  or  twen- 
tieth penny,  to  new  objects,  and 
raifed  it  to  a  tenth  penny.  He 
fold  fome  goods  and  rights  to  a 
Jew  for  2,000,000;  and  after  hav- 
ing received  the  payment,  with- 
held the  goods ;  and  the  unfortu- 
nate Jew,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  killed 
himfelf.  M.  Terrai  even  feized 
on  the  monies  deported  in  courts 
of  Juftice,  and  for  80,000  livres 
cafli,  returned  the  Marquife  de  la 
Palace  paper  money,  for  which  fhe 
could  get  no  more  than  20,oco. 
The  univerfity  of  Paris  having  fav- 
ed  200,000  livres,  and  deftined 
them  for  a  building,  he  feized  the 
money,  undertook  the  building, 
and  never  erected  a  fingle  ftone. 
Vithout  any  regard  for  the  inter- 
cefTion  pf  the  queen  and  the  whole 
royal  family,  he  difmifted  feveral 
payeurs  de  rentes,  and  on  their 
reprefe rotations  of  their  diftrefs, 
tpld  them  that  they  might  carry  a 
mu/ket.  A  father  of  iixteen  chil- 
dren difm Y'jd  without  any  caufe, 
for  whom  the  queen  alfo  had  in- 
terceeded,  once  afked  him  in  a 
paftioa,    '  am  \  then  19  ftrangle 


them  ?'  •  You  would  perhaps  do 
them  a  fervice,'  anfwered  Terrai, 
He  raifed  the  Droit  du  Marc  d'Op 
from  450,000  livres  to  three  mil- 
lions ;  and  was  for  extending  it 
to  military  officers ;  but  this  fcheme 
was  defeated  by  the  minifters  of 
war.  His  meafures  contributed 
towards  caufing  a  dearth.  A  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  wretched  bread  of 
the  poor  country  people  was  fent 
to  the  king,  who  tatted  it,  and 
found  it  deteitable  ;  but  was  foon 
again  foothed  by  his  miftrefs.  Dur- 
ing theie  times  of  public  diftrefs, 
five  new  operas  ware  to  be  per- 
formed at  court,  for  which  five 
thoufand  dreffes  were  made.  He 
had  an  annual  revenue  of  j,200,ooq 
livres ;  yet  when  the  queen  herfeli 
was  once  colle&ing  charities  for 
fpme  diftrelfed  perfon,  he  offered 
her  a  crown  piece,  and  it  was  only 
by  repeating  her  entreaties  that 
fhe  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to. 
contribute'  two  Louis  d'ors.  Such 
was  the  animolity  and  hatred  his 
own  vaffals  bore  him,  that  once 
when  h,e  gave  an  entertainment, 
they  cut  oft"  the  fupply  of  provi- 
fions. 

After  the  king's  death,  Abbe 
Terrai  retired  without  any  penii  jn, 
but  with  all  his  wealth,  to  his  own, 
ea.it.le  la  Motte. 


Anecdote;  of  Thomas  Erittort,    the 
famous  Mufical  Small-Ccal-Man. 

^"A  H  \  S  extraordinary  perfon. 
bound  himfelf,  and  ferved 
feven  years,  to  a  fmal!-ccvil-m?n  in 
St.  John's-llrec:.  After  which  his 
msrftex  gave  him  a  fum  of  money, 
and  Tom  went  back  to  his  native 
place,  Higham-Ferrers,  in  North- 


amp  ton- 


ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1777. 


42 

amptonfhire.  When  he  had  fpent 
his  money  he  returned  to  London, 
and  fet  up  the  fmall-coal  trad;?, 
notwithstanding  his- mafter  was  Still 
living,  and  took  a  liable,  which 
he  turned  into  a  honfe;  of  which 
more  hereafter.  Some  time  after 
he  became  an  excellent  chemift, 
and,  perhaps, performed  fuch  things 
in  that  profefficn,  as  had  never 
been  done  before,  by  the  help  of 
a  moving  elaboratory,  that  was 
contrived  and  built  by  himfelf, 
and  much  admired  by  the  facul- 
ty. He  was  alfo  famous  for  his 
(kill  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
mutic ;  and  kept  up  for  forty  odd 
years  in  his  own  little  ceil,  a  mu- 
fical  club,  which  was  nothing  lefs 
than  a  concert,  and  merits  our 
attention  the  more,  as  it  was  the 
ii-rft  meeting  of  the  kind,  and  the 
undoubted  parent  of  fome  of  the 
moft  celebrated  concerts  in  Lon- 
don. Its  origin  was  from  Sir 
Roger  L'Eftrange :  and  this  at- 
tachment of  Sir  Roger,  and  other 
ingenious  gentlemen,  arofe  from 
the  profound  regard  that  Bntton 
had,  in  general,  to  all  kinds  of  li- 
terature. The  humility  of  his  de- 
portment procured  him  great  ref- 
pecl ;  he  was  called,  though  fo  low 
in  Station,  Mr  Britton  :  and  men 
of  the  belt  wit,  as  well  as  fome  of 
the  bell  quality,  honoured  his  mu- 
fical  foe'ety  with  their  "company. 
When  paffing  the  Streets  in  his  blue 
linen  frock,  and  with  his  fack  of 
fmall-coal  on  his  back,  he  was 
frequently  accolled  with,  '.'  There 
goes  the  fmall-coal  man  who  is  a 
lover  of  learning,  a  performer  of 
mufic,  and  a  companion  for  gen- 
tlemen. '' 

Britton's  houfc  was  next  to  the 
old  jerufalem  tavern,  under  the 
gateway  (lately  pulled  down  and 


rebuilt.)  On  the  ground  floor  wai 
a  rcpoiitory  for  fmall-coal  ;  over 
as  the  concert  room,  which, 
was  very  long  and  narrow  ;  and 
had  a  cielmg  fo  low,  that  tall 
men  could  but  juft  ftand  upright 
in  it.  The  flairs  to  this  room 
were  on  the  outfide  of  the  houfr, 
and  could  fcarce  be  afcended  with- 
out crawling.  The  houfe  itfelf 
was  very  old,  low  built,  and,  in 
every  refpecf  fo  mean,  as  to  be 
a  fit  habitation  for  only  a  very 
poor  man.  Notwithstanding  all, 
this  manfion,  defpicable  as  it  may 
feem,  attracted  to  it  as  polite  an 
audience  as  ever  the  Opera  did. 
And  a  1  •  .;/  of  jhe  firi'c  rank  in 
this  kingdom,  now  living,  one  of 
the  iirfl  beauties  of  her  time,  tnJtjr 
yet  remember,  that,  in  the  plea- 
fure  which  (he  manifested  at  hear- 
ing Mr.  Britton's  concert,  fhe  feem- 
ed  to  have  forgot  the  difficulty  with 
which  fhe  afcended  the  fleps  that 
led  to  it. 

At  thefe  concerts,  Dr.  Pepufch, 
ar.d frequently  Mr.  Handel,  played 
the  harpftchord  ;  Mr.  Banni.ter 
the  firfl  violin.  Dubourg,  then 
a  child,  played  his  firit  folo  at 
Britton's  concert,  Handing  upon  a 
joint-flool,  but  fb  terribly  awed  at 
the  fight  of  fo  fplendid  an  adem- 
bly,  that  he  was  near  falling  to 
the  ground. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Britton 
found  instruments,  and  that  the 
fubfeription  to  hir.  concert  was  ten 
Shillings  a  year,  and  that  they  had 
coffee  at  a  penny  a  difh.  If  fo, 
Britton  had  departed  from  his  ori- 
ginal inllitution  ;  for,  at  firit.  no 
Nvas  drank  thr-re,  r.or  would 
he  rceeive  any  "fatuity  from  any 
of  his  guefb  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  offended  wbt  n -<'•]-  it  was  of- 
fered to  him  ; 
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a  very  ancient  perfon  now  living, 
a  frequent  performer  at  his  con- 
cert. 

The  following  ftanza  of  a  frng, 
written  by  W;.rd,  in  praife  of  Brit- 
ton, feems  to  confirm  it  : 

UPON  Thurfday  repair 

To  my  palace,  and  there 

Hob:le  up  flair  by  ftairj 

But  J  pray  ye  take  care, 
That  you  break  not  your  ihins  by  a  ftumble. 

And  without  e'er  a  ibufe, 

Paid  to  me  or  my  fpoufe, 

Sit  as  ftill  as  a  moufe 

At  the  top  of  the  houfe, 
And  there  you  mail  hear  how  we  fumble. 

As  to  his  own  real  fkill  in  mufic,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubled  :  it  is  certain 
he  could  tune  a  harpfichord  ;  and 
he  frequently  played  the  viol  di 
gamba  in  his  own  concert. 

Britton  was  in  his  perfon  a  ihort 
thick-fet  man,  with  a  very  honeif. 
ingenuous  countenance.  There  are 
two  pictures  of  him  extant,  both 
painted  by  his  friend  Mr.  Wollaf- 
ton.  It  happened  thus  :  Britton 
had  been  out  one  morning,  and, 
having  nearly  emptied  his  fack  in 
a  fhorter  time  than  he  expected, 
had  a  mind  to  fee  hi;  friend  Mr. 
Wollafton,  but  having  always  con- 
i:Cc.-ed  himfelf  in  two  capacities, 
viz.  as  one  who  fubfifted  by  a  very 
mean  occupation,  and  as  a  compa- 
nion for  perfons  in  a  ftaticn  of  life 
above  him,  he  could  not,  con- 
sent with  this  diftinc~>ion,  dreft 
as  he  then  wac,  make  a  vilit ;  he 
therefore,  in  his  way  home,  va- 
ried his  ufual  round,  and  paffing 
through  Wan.vick-iane,  determin- 
ed to  cry  frnall-ccal  fc  r.3ar  Mr. 
Wollafton's  dcor,  as  to  ftand  a 
chance  to  be  invited  in.  Accor- 
dingly, he  had  no  iboner  turned 
into  WarwLk-courr,  and  cried 
fmaii-ccai  in  hi:  uiV.al  tone,    than 


Mr.  Wollafton,  who  had  never 
heard  him  there  before,  flung  up 
the  fafh,  and  beckoned  him  in. 
Mr.  Wollafton  intimated  a  defire 
to  draw  his  picture,  which  he 
consented  to,  and  he  was  painted 
in  his  blue  frock,  and  with  his 
fmall-coal  meafure  in  his  hand. 

About  the  beginning  of  this 
century  a  pafiion  for  collecting  old 
books  and  manufcripts  regned 
among  the  nobility.  The  chief 
of  thofe  who  fought  after  them 
were  Edward  Earl  of  Oxford; 
the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Sunder- 
land, and  Wincheifea,  and  the 
duke  of  Devonshire.  Thefe  per* 
fons  in  the  winter  feafon,  on  Sa- 
turdays, the  parliament  not  fitting 
on  that  day,  were  ufed  to  reiort 
to  the  city,  and,  dividing  them- 
felves,  took  feveral  routs,  iome  to 
Little  Britain,  fome  to  Moorfieids, 
and  others  to  different  parts  of  the 
town,  inhabited  by  bookfellers ; 
there  they  would  enquire  in  the 
feveral  fhops  as  they  pafled  along 
for  old  books  and  manufcripts ; 
and  fome  time  before  noon  would 
afTemble  at  the  (hop  of  one  Chri- 
ftopher  Bateman,  a  bookfeller,  at 
the  corner  of  Ave-Maria-lane  irt 
Pater- nofter- row  ;  and  here  they 
were  frequently  met  by  Mr.  B  g- 
ford,  and  other  perfons  engaged  in 
the  fame  purfuits,  and  a  converfa- 
tion  always  commenced  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  their  enquiries.  Bagford 
informed  them  where  any  thing 
curious  was  to  be  feen  or  purchas- 
ed, and  they  in  -eturn  obliged  him 
with  a  fight  of  what  they  from  time 
to  time  collected.  While  they 
were  engaged  in  this  converfation, 
and  as  near  as  could  be  to  the  hour 
of  twelve  by  S:.  Paul's  clock,  Brit- 
ton, who  by  that  time  had  finifhed 
his  round,  arrived  clad  in  his  blue 
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frock,  and,  pitching  his  facie  of 
fmall  coal  on  the  bulk  of  Mr.  Bate- 
man's  (hop  window,  would  go  in 
and  join  them  ;  and  after  a  con- 
vention, which  generally  lafted 
about  an  hour,the  noblemen  above- 
mentioned  adjourned  to  the  Mourn- 
ing Bum  at  Alderfgate,  where  they 
dined  and  fpent  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

The  Angularity  of  his  cha- 
racter, the  courfe  of  his  itudies, 
and  the  collections  he  made,  in- 
duced fufpicions  that  Britton  was 
riot  the  man  he  feemed  to  be  :  and 
what  Mr.  Walpole  fays  as  to  this 
particular  is  very  true;  lome  thought 
his  mu.fical  affembly  only  a  cover 
for  feditious  meetings  ;  others  for 
magical  purpofes  ;  and  that  Brit- 
con  himfelf  was  taken  for  an  atheift, 
a  prclbyterian,  ajeluit;  but  thefe 
were  ill-grounded  conjectures,  for 
he  was  a  plain,  fimple,  noneftman^ 
perfectly  inoffenfive,  and  highly 
efteemed  by  all  that  knew  him  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  mean- 
nefs  of  his  occupation,  was  called 
Mr.  Britton. 

The  circumftances  of  this  man's 
death  are  not  lefs  remarkable  than 
thofe  of  his  life.  There  dwelt  in 
Britton's  time,  near  Clerkenwell- 
clofe,  a  man  named  Robe,  who 
frequently  played  at  his  concert, 
and  who,  being  in  the  commiffion 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  was  ufually  called  Juf- 
tice  Robe  ;  at  the  fame  time  one 
Samuel  Honeyman,  a  blackfmith 
by  trade,  and  who  lived  in  Bear- 
ftreet,  near  Leicefter-fquare,  be- 
came very  famous  for  a  faculty 
which  he  pofleffed  of  fpeaking  as 
if  his  voice  proceeded  from  feme 
diftant  part  of  the  houie  where  he 
ilood  ;  in  fhort,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
men  called  Vcntriloqui,  i.  e.  thefe 


that  fpeak  as  it  were  from  their 
bellies,  and  are  taken  notice  of  by 
Reginald  Scott,  in  his  difcovery  of 
Witchcraft,  p.  1 1 1,  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  was  called  the  Talking 
Smith  :  the  pranks  played  by  this 
man,  if  collected,  would  make  z 
volume.  During  the  time  that 
Dr.  Sachevereil  was  under  cenfure, 
and  had  a  great  rcfort  of  friends  to 
his  houfe  near  the  church  in  Holr 
born,  he  had  the  confidence  to  get 
himfelf  admitted,  by  pretending 
that  he  came  from  a  couple  who 
wifhed  to  be  married  by  the  doc- 
tor. He  Hayed  not  long  in  the 
room,  but  made  fo  good  ufe  of  his 
time,  that  the  doctor,  who  was  3 
large  man,  and  one  of  the  ftouteft 
and  moft  athbtic  then  living,  was 
almoft  terrified  into  fits.  Dr.  Der~. 
ham  of  Upminfter,  that  fagacious 
enquirer  into  the  works  of  nature, 
had  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  Honey- 
man,  but  the  perfon  he  employed 
to  bring  about  the  meeting,  and 
who  communicated  this  anecdote, 
contrived  always  to  difappoint  him, 
knowing  full  well  that  had  it  taken 
effect,  it  mult  have  terminated  irt 
the  difgrace  of  the  doctor,  whofe 
reputation  as  a  divine  and  a  philo- 
fopher  he  thought  a  fubject  to  fe- 
rious  to  be  fported  with. 

This  man,  Robe  was  foolifh 
and  wicked  enough  to  introduce, 
unknown,  to  Britton,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  terrifying  him,  and  he 
fucceeded  in  it :  Honeyman,  with- 
out moving  his  lips,  or  feeming  to 
fpeak,  announced,  as  from  afar 
off,  the  death  of  poor  Britton 
within  a  few  hours,  with  an  inti- 
mation, that  the  only  way  to  avert 
his  doom  was  for  him  to  fall  on 
kis  knees  immediately  and  fay  the 
Lord's  Prayer  :  the  poor  man  did 
as  he  was  bid,  went  home  and  took 
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to  his  bedj  and  in  a  few  days  died  ; 
leaving  his  friend  Mr.  Robe  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  mirth.' 


Authentic  Account  of  the  Burning  of 
a  Gen  too  Woman,  at  her  own 
requeji,  at  Azumabad. 

IT  being  afTerted  by  Mr. Guthrie, 
in  his  Geographical  Grammar, 
p.  536,  and  fome  other  authors, 
that  the  cuftom  of  the  Gentoo  wo- 
men burning  themfelves  with  their 
deceafed  hulbands  was  difufed  in 
India,  I  defire  you  would  infert 
the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Jofeph  Wilfon,  at  Azu- 
mabad, (lately  called  Canihang) 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  by 
which  it  appears  that  cuitom  is 
yet  kept  up  and  pra&ifed.  I  give 
it  in  his  own  words. 
March  I,  1777.  Yours, 

Broomhead.         John  Wilson. 

"  I  WAS  laft  September  an 
eye  witnefs  to  a  Gentoo  woman 
burning  with  her  huiband;  and  as 
X  Hood  by  all  the  time,  and  took 
notes  of  all  that  pafled,  you  may 
depend  upon  the  following  nar- 
ration to  be  ftriclly  true ;  I  mean 
the  ceremonies  that  were  ufed  by 
fhefe  people,  who  had  always  got 
their  bread  by  their  labour,  and 
indeed  were  fo  very  poor,  that  the 
fon  was  obliged  to  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe  to  beg  fire-wood  to  bum 
them  with  :  the  richer  people  are 
more  curious*  and  have  their  piles 
made  of  a  fweet-fcented  wood  call- 
ed Sandal,  and  much  larger  than 
the  people  I  am  fpeaking  of  can 
poffibly  afford. 

*r  The  Account  of  Jananca,  Wife 
of  Otram  Gole,   who  was  burnt 


ali-ve  ivitb  her  Hufhand,  Sept.  z, 
I  Jj6,  at  the  Head  of  the  Bazaar 
at  Canfbang. 

"  AS  foon  as  her  huiband  was 
given  over  by  the  Doftor,  fhe  fent 
for  a  Bramin,  and  declared  her  in- 
tentions to  burn  herfelf,  fon,  and 
daughter,  (which  was  the  whole 
of  the  family)  together,  which  fom'e 
neighbours  endeavoured  as  much 
as  poffible  to  diffuade  her  from,  but 
all  to  no  purpofe,  and  from  that 
time  refufed  eating  any  thing,  ex- 
cept a  few  plantains  and  betel-nuts. 
She  fent  for  all  her  friends,  who 
flaid  with  her  all  night,  and  with 
whom  fhe  was  very  merry.  In 
the  morning  the  man  died,  and 
his  fon  came  to  me  to  a(k  leave 
to  burn  his  father  and  mother  in 
the  Bazaar  (or  market-p'-ace),  as 
it  belongs  to  the  plantation,  and 
is  clofe  to  my  houfe.  I  toki  him 
very  well ;  but  that  I  fhonld  take 
care  no  force  was  ufed  to  make  her 
burn  againfi  her  will.  He  told 
me  he  was  fo  fir  from  forcing,  that 
he  had  offered  her  two  rupees  a 
month  for  life ;  but  yet  could  not 
help  faying  it  would  lefledt  an  ho- 
nour on  his  family  for  his  mother 
to  burn.  The  man  was  fcarce 
cold  before  he  and  his  wife  were 
carried  upon  men's  moulders,  lhc 
fitting  by  him  j  and  having  pro- 
vided herfelf  with  fomc  couries. 
(fmal'l  (hells  which  go  current  for 
money  here),  fhe  diflributed  them 
amongft  the  populace,  together 
with  rice  fried  in  butter  and  lugar 
very  plentifully,  as  fhe  palled  from 
her  houfe  to  the  place  of  burning  ? 
where,  when  fhe  arrived,  they  had 
not  begun  to  make  the  pile :  fo 
fhe  was  fet  down,  together  with 
her  dead  hufband,  and  gave  feveral 
orders  to  the  people  in  making  ths 
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pile,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  in 
the  leaft  afraid,  that  ihe  rejoiced 
much.  I  went  up  to  her,  and 
afked  her  if  it  was  her  own  free 
Will  and  confent  ?  She  told  mc  it 
was,  and  that  Ihe  was  much  oblig- 
ed to  me  for  giving  her  liberty 
to  burn  in  that  place,  and  defired 
I  would  not  offer  to  oppofe  it,  as 
Ihe  would  certainly  make  away 
with  herfelf,  was  Ihe  prevented. 
She  fat  there,  talking  with  her 
friends  and  neighbours,  till  the 
pile  was  ready,  which  was  above 
an  hour,  and  then  went  a  little 
diltance  off,  where  the  deceafed 
was  alfo  carried,  and  were  both 
warned  with  Ganges  water,  and 
elean  clothes  put  on  them.  The 
fon  of  the  deceafed  then  put  a 
painted  paper  crown,  or  cap,  on 
his  father's  head,  of  the  fame  kind 
as  is  ufual  for  them  to  wear  at 
their  marriages  ;  and  a  B  ram  in 
Woman  brought  four  lamps  burn- 
ing, and  put  one  of  them  into 
the  woman's  hand,  and  placed  the 
other  three  round  her,  upon  the 
ground  :  all  the  time  Ihe  held  the 
lamp  in  her  hand,  the  Bramin  wo- 
man was  repeating  fome  prayers 
to  her;  which  when  finiihed,  flic 
put  a  garland  of  flowers  round 
her  head,  and  then  gave  the  fon 
of  the  deceafed,  who  was  flarluhig 
clofe  by,  a  ring  made  of  grafs, 
which  ihe  put  upon  one  of  his 
fingers,  and  an  earthen  plate  full 
of  boiled  rice  and  plantains  mixed 
up  together,  which  he  immediately 
offered  to  his  deceafed  father,  put- 
ting it  three  times  to  his  mouth, 
and  then  in  the  fame  manner  to 
his  mother,  who  did  not  tafte  it. 
The  deceafed  was  fupported  all 
this  time,  and  fet  upon  his  breech 
dole  by  his  wife,  who  never  fpcke 
after  this,  but  maae  three  fclams 
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to  her  hufband,  by  putting  her 
hands  upon  the  foles  of  his  feet, 
and  then  upon  her  own  head.  The 
deceafed  was  then  earned  away  and 
laid  upon  the  pile,  ana  his  wife 
immediately  followed,  with  a  pet 
under  her  arm,  containing  21  cou- 
ries,  21  pieces  of  faffron,  21  pons 
for  betel-nut,  and  the  leaf  made 
up  ready  for  chewing  ;  one  little 
piece  of  iron,  and  one  piece  of 
fandal-wood.  When  fhe  got  to 
the  pile,  fhe  looked  a  little  at  her 
hulband,  who  was  lying  upon  it, 
and  then  walked  feven  times  round 
it ;  when  fhe  flopped  at  his  feet, 
and  made  the  fame  obeifance  to 
him  as  before.  She  then  mounted 
the  pile  without  help,  and  laid 
herfelf  down  by  her  huiband's  fide* 
putting  the  pot  fhe  carried  with 
her  clofe  to  her  head  ;  which  as 
foon  as  done,  fhe  clafped  her  huf- 
band in  her  arms ;  and  the  fon, 
who  was  ftandir.g  ready  with  a 
wifp  of  draw  lighted  in  his  hand, 
put  the  blaze  of  it  three  times  to 
his  father  and  mother's  mouths, 
and  then  fet  the  pile  on  fire  all 
round,  whilfl  the  populace  threw 
reeds  and  light  wood  upon  them  5 
and  they  were  both  burnt  to  aihes 
in  lefs  than  an  hour.  I  believe  fhe 
foon  dicrd,  for  fhe  never  moved, 
though  there  was  no  weight  upon 
her  but  what  fhe  might  have  ealily 
overfet,  had  fhe  had  any  Inclina- 
tion. It  was  intirely  a  voluntary 
aft,  and  fhe  was  as  much  in  her 
fenfes  as  ever  fhe  was  in  her  life* 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  fhe  had 
her  forehead  painted  with  red 
paint,  which  (he  fcraped  off  with 
her  nails,  and  diflributed  amongft 
her  friends,  aiid  alio  gave  them 
chewed  betel  out  of  her  mouth, 
fov  which  favours  every  one  feem- 
ed  very  foiiicitous*     The  above,  I 
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allure  you,    is  a  true  account  of 
what  I  law. 


Account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wal- 
lachia,   by  Baron  Inigo  Born. 

THEIR   manner  of  living  is 
extremely  rough  and  favage. 
They     want    religion,     arts    and 
fciences.     Their  children  are  from 
their     firft    infancy    warned    every 
day  in  the  open  air,    in  warm  wa- 
ter,   and  then   fwathed   in    coarfe 
linen  or  woollen  cloth.     The  dif- 
ference of  the  feafons  and  the  wea- 
ther  makes   herein   no   difference. 
From  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  or 
fourteenth  year  of  their  age  they 
are  left  with  the  herds  and  flocks 
to  attend  them  ;  however,  the  girls 
are  taught  in  the  fame  time  wafh- 
ing,     baking,     fpinning,    making 
needle- work,  weaving,  and  fo  on. 
From  the  fourteenth  year  they  are 
brought  up  and  employed  in  hus- 
bandry.     Kukuruz,    or  maiz,    is 
their  chief  object   of  agriculture. 
However,  they  fow  likcwife  oats, 
barley,    and   wheat.      They  diitil 
from  the  fruits  of  trees,  which  they 
plant   in  great    plenty,    a  fort  of 
brandy,  called  rakie,    which  they 
are  very  fond   of.     Their  meat  is 
as  fimple  as   their  drefs.     Bifcuit 
of  coarfe  grinded  maiz,  baked  un- 
der afhes,   which  they  call   ma'ai, 
fome  fleih,    milk,    cheefe,    beans, 
and   other   vegetables,     are    their 
common  food.     Their  drefs  is  va- 
rious ;    but  generally  it  coniiib  of 
the  following  articles.     The  men 
wear  long  white  woollen   trowfers, 
as    the    Hungarians,     but    wider: 
foles  of  raw  fkin  tied  about  the  feet 
inilead  of  fhoes ;    a   fhirt  open  on 
the    breaft ;    a  woollen   jacket  or 
coat,  tight  around  the  waift,  with 


long  fleeves,    and  a  fur  cap,    or 
bonnet,  for  the  head.  The  women 
have  long  ihirts  down  to  the  ancles  ; 
a  brown   variegated   ftriped  petti- 
coat cpen  on  both  iides,    and  tied 
with  a  girdle;    a  waiitcoat  or  gar- 
ment of  coarfe   cloth,    fomewhat 
Ihorter  than  the  fhirts,  and  an  an- 
nular  bolder  lluffed  with   hair  or 
flraw  upon  their  head,   which  they 
cover  with  a  woven   cloth.     The 
girls  go  bare-headed*     Their  or-« 
naments    confift    of    ear-rings    of 
white  or  yellow  brafs,  of  coloured 
glafs,    beads,    pearls,    glafs,    fea- 
thers, and  pieces  of  money  fattened 
to  a  itring  and  tied  round  the  head 
and  neck.     This  ornament  makes 
a  ringing,    fo  that  a  fine   dreiTed 
Raize,    or  Wallachian   girl,    may 
very  often   be   heard   fooner  thaie 
feen.      They  marry  very  youngs 
and  there  are  married  couples,   the 
man  not  above  fourteen  ;    the  wife 
even  not  twelve  years  of  age.  Some 
manual  arts  feem  to  be  peculiar  ?o> 
them.     Scarce  any  where  you  wilt 
find   a  cartwright   or    a    weaver ; 
every  Wallachian     being    a    cart- 
wright,      and     e^ery     woman     a 
weaver.     No  woman  is  feen  going 
about  without  fome  work  in  hand. 
What  they  bring  to  fale  they  carry 
on  their   heads.      If  they  have  a 
child  to  nurfe,  it  is  carried  in   the 
fame  manner.   The  fpindle  is  flick- 
ing in  their   girdle,     and  all  the 
way  they  are  fpinning.      All  their 
neceffaries  are  worked  up  by  thern- 
felves.      Scarce  any  tradefmen  nor 
any  beggars  are  feen  among  them. 
What  can  I  fay  to  you  of  their  re- 
ligion ?      They   confefs   the   non- 
united  Greek  religion,  Gr<?ci  ritut 
nor,  unitorum.     But,  in  fact,    they 
have  fcarce  more  religion  than  their 
domeftic  animals,    except  repeated 
failings,  which  almoit  take  up  half 
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the  year,  arid  are  fo  extremely  fe- 
Vere,  tliat  they  dare  not  eat  any 
meat,  eggs,  or  milk :  they  fcarce 
have  any  idea  of  other  religious 
duties.  But  in  thefe  fallings  they 
are  fo  fcrupulous,  that  they  do  not 
break  them,  even  mould  they 
flight  every  other  divine  or  human 
law.  A  robber  will  never  indulge 
himfelf  contrary  to  this  abflinence, 
nor  lie  with  his  own  or  another 
man's  wife,  for  fear  that  God  might 
in  this  cafe  withdraw  his  bleffing 
from  his  trade*  What  barbarifm  ! 
what  humiliating  ideas  of  the  Su- 
preme Being  !  The  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  of  the  bonzes  cannot 
poflibly  be  above  that  of  their 
popes.  Some  of  them  are  fo  igno- 
rant as  to  be  unable  to  read ;  what 
can  they  teach  the  poor  people  ? 
They  plow  and  till  their  ground, 
they  attend  their  herds  like  other 
peafants,  deal  in  every  trade  as 
Jews,  and  get  drunk  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  ftupid  parifhioners, 
who  fell  them  their  fins,  and  think 
to  be  happy,  and  to  be  faved,  if 
they  di ("charge  their  own  and  their 
deceafed  relations  fins  at  a  good 
price. 

The  religious  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies of  this  people  favour  rather  of 
Paganifm  and  Judaifm,  than  of 
that  religion  which  they  profefsj 
For  example  ;  no  woman  will  at- 
tempt to  kill  any  animal  whatever 
it  be.  The  bride  is  on  her  wed- 
ding day,  and  the  day  before,-  con- 
ftantly  hid  under  a  veil;  Whoever 
unveils  her  is  entitled  to  a  kifs ; 
and,  if  fhc  defire  it,  obliged  to 
make  her  a  prefent.  The  women 
are  in  the  churches  feparatcd  from 
the  men.  Their  funerals  are  lin- 
gular. The  corpfe  is  with  difmal 
ihrieks  brought  to  the  tomb,  in 
which  it  is  funk  down  as  foon  as 


the  pope  has  done  with  his  ritual. 
At  this  moment  the  friends  and 
relations  of  the  deceafed  raife  hor- 
rid cries.  They  remind  the  de- 
ceafed of  his  friends,  parents,  cat- 
tle, houfe  and  houfehold,  and  aflc 
for  what  reafon  he  left  them.  As 
no  anfwer  enfues,  the  grave  isf  lied 
up,  arid  a  wooden  crofs  with  a 
large  ftone  placed  at  the  head,  t<$ 
avoid  the  dead  becoming  a  <vampyet 
or  a  itrolling  no&urnal  biood- 
fucker.  Wine  is  thrown  upon  the 
grave,  and  frarikincenfe  burnt 
around  it,  to  drive  away  evil  fpi- 
rits  and  witches.  This  done  they 
go  home ;  bake  bread  of  wheat 
flour;  which  to  the  expiation  of  the 
deceafed  they  eat,  plentifully  drink- 
ing to  be  the  better  comforted  them- 
feives.  The  folernn  fhrieks;  liba- 
tions of  wine,  and  fumigations 
about  the  tomb,  continue  during 
fome  days,  nay  even  fome  weeks, 
repeated  by  the  neareft  relations. 
The  funeral  of  a  bridegroom  is  Hill 
more  folemn.  A  pole,  fome  fa- 
thoms long,  is  fixed  to  his  tomb, 
and  the  bride  hangs  on  it  a  gar- 
land, a  quill,  and  a  white  hand- 
kerchief. 

If  they  engage  thcmfelves  in  art 
indiflbluble  frieridfliip  in  life  and 
death,  they  put  the  form  of  a  crofs 
in  the  veflel  or  the  cup  from  which 
they  eat  or  drink ;  fwearing  ever- 
lafting  fidelity.  This  ceremony  is 
never  to  be  flighted.  It  is  gene- 
rally a  previous  rite  to  robberies; 
The  fame  ceremony  is  reforted  to> 
as  the  mod  efficacious  bond  ;  for 
example,  if  robbers  releafe  a  man, 
by  whom  they  apprehend  to  be  in- 
didled,  they  oblige  him  to  filence 
by  an  oath  by  the  crofs,  the  fait 
and  the  bread,  which  they  call 
giurar  pe  cruce,  f>e  pita,  pe  fart: 
Their   canon  law  is  very  different 

from 


CHARACTERS. 


49 


from  ours.    Stealing  and  adultery 
are  confidered   as  trifling  crimes, 
but  violating  or  difhonouring  a  girl 
are  great  on.'s.       No  murther  can 
be  difpenfed  with  by  their  popes. 
That  difpenfation   is   referved  to 
God  alone.     However,   robberies 
and  murthers  are  extremelv  com- 
mon among  this  people.   The  rea- 
ion  is  obvious.     They  have  no  true 
ideas  either  of  God  or  of  the  foul ; 
how  ihould  not  they  be  wrong  in. 
their  ideas  of  the  focial  and  politi- 
cal obligations  of  man  ?  Any  ph?e- 
nomenon,  or    effect  of    unknown 
caufes,  is  confidered  by  them  as  a 
miracle.     They  look  upon  a  folar 
eclipfe  as  a   fray  of  trie  infernal 
dragon  with  the  fun  ;   for  that  rea- 
fon,  during  an    eclipfe,    a  great 
firing  is  heard  through  the  land, 
to  frighten  away  the  dragon ,  which 
elfe  might  conquer  and  devour  the 
fun,  and  plunge    the  world  into 
eternal    darknefs.       The     infects 
which   in   the  fpring    creep  forth 
from  under  a  rock  near  Columbacz 
on  the  limits  of  the  Turkifh  domi- 
nions,  and  which    greatly  annoy 
their  herds,  are,  according  to  their 
opinion,    vomited    by  the    devil. 
The  holy  knight,   St.  George,  is 
faid  to  have  cut  off  his  head  in  a 
cavern  under  the  rock.    A  Walla- 
chian  will  never  cut  a  fpit  of  beech 
to  roaft  his  meat  on.     The  reafon 
is,  beech  yields  in  the  fpring  a  red 
fap,  and  the  fentimental  cornpaf- 
fionate-  tree  weeps    thefe    blood v 
tears,  according  to  the  learned  and 
profound  obfervations  of  the  Wal- 
lachians.becaufetheTurkifnblood- 
hounds  ufed   to  cut  the  fpits  for 
roailing    Chriitians     from    beech- 
wood.     No  capital  punilhment  is 
in  greater  abhorrence  among  the 
Wallachians  than  that  of  the  rope. 
The  pale  and  wheel  feem  prefer- 
Vol.  XX. 


able  to  it.  But  why  ?  A  fcpe  ties 
the  neck  and  forces  the  foul  out 
downwards.  They  call  that  a 
moll  difguftful  impure  defilement 
of  the  foul,  and  I  call  their  fin- 
gular  nicety  on  that  account  true 
pfychological  materialifm. 


Account  of  the  Savage  Tribes  of  A  me- 
rica,  extracted  from  Dr.  Robert- 
fon'.r  Hij'lorj. 

THE  firfl  appearance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  New 
World,  filled  the  difcoverers  with 
fuch  altonilhment,  that  they  were 
apt  to  imagine  them  a  race  of  men 
different  from  thofe  of  the  other 
hemifphere.  Th'ir  complexion  is 
of  a  reddilh  brown,  nearly  refem- 
bling  the  colour  of  copper.  The 
hair  of  their  heads  is  always  black, 
long,  conrfe,  and  lank.  They 
have  no  beard,  and  every  part  of 
their  body  is  perfectly  fmooth. 
Their  pcrfons  are  of  a  full  lize,  ex- 
tremely ftraight,  and  well  propor- 
tioned. Their  features  are  regu- 
lar, though  ofren  distorted  by  ab- 
furd  endeavours  to  improve  the 
beauty  of  their  natural  form,  or  to 
render  their  afpect  more  dreadful 
to  their  enemies.  In  the  iflands, 
where  four-footed  animals  were 
both  few  and  fmall,  and  the  earth 
yielded  her  productions  almoft 
fpontaneoufly,  the  conftitution  of 
the  natives,  neither  braced  by  the 
aclive  exercifes  of  the  chace,  nor 
invigorated  by  the  labour  of  cul- 
tivation, was  extremely  feeble  and 
languid.  On  the  continent,  where 
the  forefts  abound  with  game  of 
various  kinds,  and  the  chief  occu- 
pation df  many  tribes  was  to  pur- 
sue it,  their  frame  acquired  greater 
firmnefs.  Still,  however,  theAme- 
£  ricans 
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ricans  were  more  remarkable  for 
agility  than  ftrength.  They  rc- 
fembled  bcaftsof  prey,  rather  than 
animals  formed  for  labour.  They 
were  not  only  averfe  to  toil,  but 
incapable  of  it;  and  when  rouzed 
by  force  from  their  native  indo- 
lence, and  compelled  to  work, 
they  funk  under  talks  which  the 
people  of  the  other  continent  would 
have  performed  with  eafe.  This 
feeblenefs  of  conftitution  was  uni- 
verfal  among  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  regions  in  America  which  we 
are  furveying,  and  may  be  consi- 
dered as  charafteriftic  of  the  fpecies 
there. 

The  beardlefs  countenance  and 
fmooth  Ikin  of  the  American  leems 
to  indicate  a  defect  of  vigour,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  vice  in  his  frame. 
He  is  deilitute  of  one  iign  of  man- 
hood and  of  ftrength.  This  pe- 
culiarity, by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  New  World  are  diitinguifhed 
from  the  people  of  all  other  na- 
tions, cannot,  be  attributed,  as 
fume  travellers  have  fuppofed,  to 
their  mode  of  fuhiiftence.  For 
„h  the  food  of  many  Ameri- 
cas be  fo  extremely  inlipid,  that 
they  are  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  fait,  rude  tribes  in 
other  parts  of  the  earth  have  fub- 
fifted  on  aliments  equally  fimple 
without  this  mark  of  degradation, 
or  any  apparent  fymptom  of  a  di- 
minution in  their  vigour. 

As  theextcrnal  form  of  the  Ame- 
ricans leads  us  to  fufpeft  that  there 
is  fome  natural  debility  in  their 
frame,  the  fmallnefs  of  their  ap- 
petite for  food  has' been  mentioned 
by  many  authors  as  a  confirmation 
ofthis  fufpicion.  The  quantity 
of  food  which  men  con  fume  varies 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
climate  in  which  they  live,  the  de- 


gree of  adlivity  which  they  exert 
and  the  natural  vigour  of  their 
conftitutions.  Under  the  enerva- 
ting heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  and 
when  men  pafs  their  days  in  indo- 
lence and  eafe,  they  require  lefs 
nourifhment  than  the  a&ive  inha- 
bitants of  temperate  or  cold  coun- 
tries. But  neither  the  warmth  of 
their  climate,  nor  their  extreme 
lazinefs,  will  account  for  the  un- 
common defect  of  appetite  among 
the  Americans.  The  Spaniards 
were  aftonifhed  with  obferving  this, 
not  only  in  the  iflands,  but  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  continent.  The 
conftiiutional  temperance  of  the 
natives  far  exceeded,  in  their  opi- 
nion, the  abftinence  of  the  moft 
mortified  hermits  ;  while,  on  the 
othcY  hand,  the  appetite  of  the 
Spaniards  appeared  to  the  Ameri- 
cans infatiably  voracious ;  and  they 
affirmed,  that  one  Spaniard  de- 
voured more  food  in  a  day  than 
was  fufheient  for  ten  Americans. 

A  proof  of  fome  feeblenefs  in 
their  frame  ftill  more  ftriking,  is 
the  infenfibility  of  the  Americans 
to  the  charms  of  beauty,  and  the 
power  of  love.  That  paffion  which 
was  deitined  to  perpetuate  life,  to 
be  the  bond  of  focial  union,  and 
the  fource  of  tendernefs  and  joy,  is 
the  moft  ardent  in  the  human 
breaft ;  and  though  the  perils  and 
hardihips  of  the  favage  ftate, 
though  exceflive  fatigue,  on  fome 
occaiions,  and  the  difficulty  at  all 
times  of  procuring  fubfiftence,  may 
Jeena  to  be  adverfe  to  this  paffion, 
and  to  have  a  tendency  to  abate  its 
vigour,  yet  the  rudelt  nations  in 
every  other  part  of  the  globe  feem 
to  feel  its  influence  more  powerful- 
ly than  the  inhabitants  of  the  New 
World.  The  negro  glows  with  all 
the   warmth  of  defire    natural    to 
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his  climate  ;  and  the  moll  uncul- 
tivated Afiatics  difcover  that  fenfi- 
bility,  which,  from  their  fituation, 
we  lhould  expect  them  to  have  felt. 
But  the  Americans  are,  in  an  amaz- 
ing degree,  ftrangers  to  the  force 
of  this  firfl  inftinct  of  nature.  In 
every  part  of  the  New  World  the 
natives  treat  their  women  with 
coldnefs  and  indifference.  They 
are  neither  the  objects  of  that  ten- 
der attachment  which  takes  place 
in  civilized  fociety,  nor  of  that  ar- 
dent defire  confpicuous  among  rude 
nations.  Even  in  climates  where 
this  pallion  ufua'ly  acquires  its 
greateit  vigour,  the  lavage  of  Ame- 
rica views  his  female  with  difdain, 
as  an  animal  of  a  lefs  noble  fpecies. 
He  is  at  no  pains  to  win  her  favour 
by  the  afliduity  of  courtlhip,  and 
flill  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve  it  by 
indulgence  and  gentlenefs.  Mif- 
fionaries  themfelves,  notwithstand- 
ing the  aufterity  of  monaftic  ideas, 
cannot  refrain  from  expreffing  their 
aftonifhment  at  the  difpaflionate 
coldnefs  of  the  American  young 
men  in  their  intercourfe  with  the 
other  fex.  Nor  is  this  referve  to 
be  afcribed  to  any  opinion  which 
they  entertain  with  refpect  to  the 
merit  of  female  chaftity.  That  is 
an  idea  too  refined  for  a  favage, 
and  fuggeited  by  a  delicacy  of  fen- 
timent  and  affection  to  which  he  is 
a  ftranger. — 

— Notwithstanding  the  feeble 
make  of  the  Americans, almoft  none 
ofthem  aredeformed,ormutilated, 
or  defective  in  any  of  their  fenfes. 
All  travellers  have  been  (truck  with 
this  circumftance,  and  have  cele- 
brated the  uniform  fymmetry  and 
perfection  of  their  external  figure. 
Some  authors  fearch  for  the  caufe 
of  this  appe.-rance  in  their  phyfi- 
cal  condition.     As  the  parent?  are 


not  exhaulledor  over-fatigued  with 
hard  labour,  they  fuppofe  that 
their  children  are  born  vigorous 
and  found.  They  imagine,  that 
in  the  liberty  of  favage  life,  the 
human  body,  naked  and  uncon- 
fined  from  its  earlieir.  age,  pre- 
ferves  its  natural  form  ;  and  that 
all  its  limbs  and  members  acquire  a 
j utter  proportion,  than  when  fet- 
tered with  artificial  reftraints, 
which  itint  its  growth,  and  diilort 
its  fhape.  Something,  without 
doubt,  may  be  afcribed  to  the  ope- 
ration of  thefe  caufes  ;  but  the  true 
reafonsof  this  apparent  advantage, 
which  is  common  to  all  favage  na- 
tions, lie  deeper,  and  are  clofely 
interwoven  with  the  nature  and  ge- 
nius of  that  date.  The  infancy  of 
man  is  lb  long  and  fo  helplefs,  that 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  rear  chil- 
dren among  rude  nations.  Their 
means  of  fubfifcence  are  not  only 
fcanty,  but  precarious.  Such  as 
live  by  hunting  mult  range  over 
extenfive  countries,  and  fhift  often 
from  place  to  place.  The  care  of 
children,  as  well  as  every  other 
laborious  tafk,  is  devolved  upon 
the  women.  The  diitreffes  and 
hardships  of  the  favage  life,  which 
are  often  fuch  as  can  hardly  be 
fupported  by  perfons  in  full  vi- 
gour, mull  be  fatal  to  thofe  of 
more  tender  age.  Afraid  of  un- 
dertaking a  tafle  fo  laborious,  and 
of  fuch  long  duration,  the  women, 
in  fome  parts  of  America,  extin- 
guiih  the  iirit  fparks  of  that  life 
which  they  are  unable  to  cherifh, 
and  by  the  ufe  of  certain  herbs 
procure  frequent  abortions.  Sen- 
fible  that  only  ltout  and  well- 
formed  children  have  force  of 
conftitation  to  itruggle  through 
fuch  an  hard  infancy,  other  na- 
tions abandon  or  defixoy  fuch  of 
E   2  the» 
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their  progeny   as   appear  feeble  or 
defective,  as  unworthy  of  attention. 
Even  when  they  endeavour  to  rear 
all  their  children  without  diltinc- 
tion,   fo  great  a  proDortion  of  the 
whole  number  perilhes  under  the 
rigorous  treatment  which  muft  be 
their  lot  in    the  favage  ftate,  that 
few  of  thofe  who   laboured  under 
any  original  frailty  attain  the  age 
of  manhood.      Thus,  in  polifhed 
focieties,  where  the  means  of  fub- 
fillence  are  fecured  with  certainty, 
and  acquired  with  eafe  ;  where  the 
talents  of  the  mind   are   often   of 
more  importance  than   the  powers 
of  the  body  ;    children   are    pre- 
ferved   notwithstanding    their  de- 
fects or  deformity,  and  grow  up  to 
be   ufeful   citizens.     In   rude  na- 
tions, fuch  perfons  are  either  cut 
off  as  foon   as   they  are  born,  or 
becoming  a  burden    to  themfelves 
and    to    the    community,  cannot 
long  protract  their  lives.      But  in 
thofe  provinces  of  the  New  World 
where,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  t lie 
Europeans,  more  regular  provifion 
has  been  made  for  the   fubfiltence 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  they  arc  re- 
trained from  laying  violent  hands 
on  their  children,    the   Americans 
are  Co  far  from  being  eminent  for 
any  fuperior    perfection    in    their 
form,  that  one  fhould  rather  fuf- 
pect   fome    peculiar  imbecility  in 
the  race,   from  the  extraordinary 
number  of  individuals  who  are  de- 
formed, dwarfifh,  mutilated,  blind, 
or  deaf. 

However  feeble  the  conftitution 
of  the  Amer'cans  may  be,  it  is  re- 
markable, that  there  is  lefs  va- 
riety in  the  human  form  through- 
out the  New  World,  than  in  the 
ancient  continent.  When  Colum- 
bus and  the  other  uifcoverers  firlt 
vilited   the    different  countries  of 
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America  which  lie  within  the  tor- 
rid  zone,   they  naturally  expected 
to  find  people  of  the   fame  com- 
plexion with  thofe    in   the  corre- 
fpnnding  regions  of  the  other  he- 
mifphere.     To    their  amazement, 
however,      they    difcovered     that 
America  contained    no    negroes  ; 
and   the  caufe  of  this  fingular  ap- 
pearance became  as   much  the  ob- 
ject of  curiofity,   as  the  fact  itfclf 
was  of  wonder.       In  what  part  or 
membrane  ofthebody  that  humour 
refides  which  tinges  the  complexion 
of  the  negro  with  a  deep  black,  it 
is  the  bufinefs  of  anatomifts   to  in- 
quire and  defcribe.    The  powerful 
operation  of  heat  appears  manifest- 
ly to  be  the  caufe  which  produces 
this  finking  variety  in  the  human 
fpecies.      All  Europe,  almolt  the 
-.whole  of  Afia,  and  the  temperate 
parts  of   Africa,  are  occupied  by 
men.  of  a    fair   complexion.     All 
the  torrid  zone  in  Africa,  fome  of 
the  warmer  regions  adjacent  to  it, 
and  a  few   countries   in    Afia,  are 
filled  with  people  of  a  deep  black 
colour.     If  we  trace  the  nations  of 
our  continent,  making  our  progrefs 
from  cold  and  temperate  countries 
towards  thofe  parts  which  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  influence  of  vehement 
and    unremitting    heat,     we   fhall 
find,  that  the  extreme  whitenefs  of 
their  fkin  foon  begins  todiminifh; 
that  its  colour  deepens  gradually  as 
we    advance ;     and    after    palling 
through  all  fucceffive  gradations  of 
fhade,   terminates  in    an  uniform 
unvarying  black.   But  in  America, 
where  the  agency  of  heat  is  checked 
and  abated  by  various  caufes,  which 
I  hr.ve  already  explained,  the  cli- 
mate feems  to  be  deititute  of   that 
force  which  produces  fuch  wonder- 
ful effects  on    the  human   frame. 
The  colour  of  the  natives  of  the 
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torrid  zone,  in  America,  can  hard- 
ly be  faid  to  be  of  a  deeper  hue 
than  that  of  the  people  in  the  more 
temperate  parts  of  their  continent. 
Accurate  obfervcrs,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  viewing  the  Ameri- 
cans in  very  different  climates,  and 
in  countries  far  removed  from  each 
other,  have  been  itruck  with  the 
amazing  fimilariiy  of  their  figure 
and  afpedl. 

— In  order  to  form  a  complete  idea 
with  refpeft  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  inhabitantsof  this  and  the  other 
hemifphere,  we  fhould  attend  not 
only  to  the  make  and  vigour  of 
their  bodies,  butconfider  what  de- 
gree of  health  they  enjoy,  and  to 
what  period  of  longevity  they  ufu- 
ally  arrive.  In  the  {implicit)'  of 
the  favage  Rate,  when  man  is  not 
opprefTed  with  labour,  or  enervated 
by  luxury,  or  difquieied  with  care, 
we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  his  life 
will  How  on  almoit  untroubled  by 
difeafe  or  fuffering,  until  his  days 
be  terminated,  in  extreme  old  age, 
by  the  gradual  decays  of  nature. 
We  find,  accordingly,  among  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  among  ether 
rude  people,  perfons,  whofe  de- 
crepit and  fhrivelled  form  feems  to 
indicate  an  extraordinary  length  of 
life.  But  as  moil  of  them  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  art  of  number- 
ing, and  all  of  them  as  forgetful 
of  what  is  pair,  as  they  are  impro- 
vident for  what  is  to  come,  it  is 
impolTible  to  afcertain  their  age 
with  any  degree  of  preciiion.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  period  of  their 
longevity  mult  vary  ccnfiderably, 
according  to  the  diveifity  of  cli- 
mates, and  their  different  modes 
of  iubfi Hence.  They  feem,  how- 
ever, to  be  every  where  exempt 
from  many  of  the  diftempers  which 
afiiicTt  poliihed  nations.     None  of 


the  maladies,  which  are  the  im- 
mediate offspring  of  luxury,  or 
lloth,  ever  vifited  them  ;  and  they 
have  no  names  in  their  languages 
by  which  to  diitinguifh  this  nu- 
merous train  of  adventitious  evils. 
But,  whatever  be  the  fituation  in 
which  man  is  placed,  he  is  born 
to  fufFer;  and  his  difeafes,  in  the 
favage  Hate,  though  fewer  in  num- 
ber, are,  like  thofe  of  the  animals 
whom  he  nearly  refembles  in  his 
mode  of  life,  more  violent,  and 
more  fatal.  If  luxury  engenders 
and  nourifhesdiftemptrs  of  one  fpe- 
cies,  the  rigour  and  diflrelles  of 
favage  life  bring  on  thofe  of  an- 
other. As  men,  in  this  Hate,  are 
wonderfully  improvident,  and  their 
me:;ns  of  kibiiftencepr 'carious,  they 
often  pafs  from  extreme  want  to 
exuberant  plenty,  according  to  the 
viciifitudes  of  fortune  in  the  chace, 
or  to  the  variety  in  the  productions 
of  the  feafons.  Their  inconfider- 
ate  glimony  in  the  one  fituation, 
and  their  fevere  abftinence  in  the 
c  ther,  :.r:  equally  pernicious.  For, 
though  the  human  conftitution  may- 
be accuftomed  by  habit,  like  that 
of  animals  of  prey,  to  tolerate 
long  famine,  and  then  to  gorge 
vor^cioufly,  it  is  not  a  little  affect- 
ed bv  fuch  fudden  and  violent  tran- 
fnions.  The  ftrength  and  vigour 
of  favages  a  e,  at  fome  feafons, 
impaired  by  what  they  fufFer  from 
fcarcity  of  food  ;  at  others,  they 
are  afHicled  with  diforders  arifing 
from  indigeftion  and  a  fuperrluity 
of  grofs  aliment.  Thcfe  Lift  are  fo 
common,  that  they  may  be  conii- 
dered  as  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quencecf  their  mode  of  fubfifling, 
and  cutcfFconllderable  number;  in 
the  prime  of  life.  They  are  like- 
wife  extremely  fubject  to  confump- 
tiens,  to  pleurctic,  aithmatic,  a*nd 
E,  3  paralytic 
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paralytic  djforcers,  brought  on  by 
the  immoderate  bard  (hips  and  fa- 
tigue which  they  endure  in   hunt- 
ing and  in  war;   or  owing   to  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafons  to  which 
they  are  continually  expofed.     In 
the  favage  ftate,  hard  {hips  and  fa- 
tigue violently  afTault  the  conftitu- 
tion.     In  polifned  focieties,  intem- 
perance underminds  it.     It  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  which  of  them 
operates  with  moll  fatal  effect,  cr 
tends  moft  to  abridge  human  life. 
The  influence  of  the  former  is  cer- 
tainly moft  ex  ten  five.     The  per- 
nicious   confequences    of    luxury 
reach  only  a  few  members  in  any 
community,  the  diftrefl'es  of  favage 
life  are  felt   by   all.     As   far  as  I 
can  judge,  after  very  minute  in- 
quiry,  the  general  period  of  hu- 
man life  is  fhorter  among  favages, 
than  in  well-regulated  and  induf- 
trious  focieties. 

One  dreadful  malady,  the  fe- 
vereft  fcourge  with  which,  in  this 
life,  offended  Heaven  chaftens  the 
indulgence  of  criminal  dc/ire, 
feem;  to  have  been  peculiar  to  the 
Americans.  Ey  communicating  it 
to  their  conquerors,  they  have  not 
only  amply  avenged  their  own 
wrongs,  but  by  adding  this  cala- 
mity to  thofe  which  formerly  em- 
bittered human  life,  they  have, 
perhaps,  more  than  counterba- 
lanced all  the  benefits  which  Eu- 
rope has  derived  from  the  difco- 
very  of  the  New  World.  This  dif- 
i  temper,  from  the  country  in  which 
it  frrft  raged,  or  frcm  the  people 
by  whom  it  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fpread  ever  Europe,  has  been 
fometimes  called  tl*:  Neapolitan, 
and  fometimes  the  French  difeafe. 
At  its  firft  appearance,  the  in- 
fection was  fo  malignant,  its  fymp- 
toms  fo  violent,  its  operation  fo 
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r~.pid  and  fatal,  as  to  baffle  all  the 
efforts  of  medical  fk.il I .      Aftonifh- 
ment  and  terror  accompanied  this 
unknown  affliction  in  its  progrefs, 
and  men  began  to  dread  the  extinc- 
tion of  the   human  race  by  fuch  a 
cruel  vifitation.     Experience,  and 
the  ingenuity  of  phyficians,  gradu- 
ally   difcovered  remedies  of   fuch 
virtue   as  to   cure  or  mitigate  the 
evil.     During  the  courfe  of  two 
centuries  and  a  half,  its  virulence 
feems  to  have  abated  confiderably. 
At  length,    in    the   fame   manner 
with  the  leprofy,  which  raged  in 
Europe  for  fomc  centuries,  it  may 
wafte  its  force  and  difappcar  ;  and 
in  fome  happier  age,   this  weftcm 
infedion,  like  that  from  the  Eaft, 
may  be  known  only  by  defcriptiun. 
After     confidering     what     ap- 
pears to  be  peculiar  in  the  bodily 
conftitution  of  the  Americans,  our 
attention   is    naturally  turned  to- 
wards the  powers  and  qualities  of 
their  minds.      As   the  individual 
advances  from   the   ignorance  and 
imbecility  of  the  infant  ftate,   to 
vigour  and  maturitv  of  understand- 
ing, femething  fimilar  to  this  may 
be  obferved  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
fpecies.     With  refpeel  to  it,    too, 
there  is  a  period  of  infancy,  during 
which  feveral  powers  of  the  mind 
are  not  unfolded,  and  all  are  fee- 
ble and   defedlive  in    their  opera- 
tion.    In  the  early  ages  of  foeiety, 
while  the  condition  r,f  man  is  fim- 
ple  and  rude,  his  reafon  is  but  lit- 
tle exercifed,  and  his  defires  move 
within    a     very     narrow     fphere. 
Hence  arife  two   remarkable  cha- 
racleriftics  of  the  human  mind,   in 
this   ftate.      Its  intellectual  powers 
are  extremely  limited  ;     its  emo- 
tions  and  efforts  are  few  and  lan- 
guid.    Both  thefe    diftinclions  are 
confpicuous  among  the  rudeft  and 
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moil  unimproved  of  the  American 
tribes,  and  conititute  a  ftriking 
part  in  their  description. 

What,  among  poliihed  nations, 
is  called  fpeculative  realoning  or 
refearch,  is  altogether  unknown  in 
the  rude  ftate  of  fociety,  and  ne- 
ver becomes  the  occupation  or 
amufement  of  the  human  faculties, 
until  man  be  fo  far  improved  as  to 
have  fecured,  with  certainty,  the 
means  of  fubfiltence,  as  well  as  the 
poffefiion  of  leifure  and  tranquility. 
The  thoughts  and  attention  of  a 
favage  are  confined  within  the 
fmall  circle  of  objects,  immedi- 
ately conducive  to  his  prefervation 
or  enjovment.  Every  thing  be- 
yond that,  efcapes  his  obfervation, 
or  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  him. 
Like  a  mere  animal,  what  is  be- 
fore his  eyes  intereits  and  affects 
him  ;  what  is  out  of  fight,  or  at  a 
dutance,  makes  no  imprefiion. 
There  are  feveral  people  in  Ame- 
rica whofe  limited  understandings 
feem  not  to  be  capable  of  forming 
an  arrangement  for  futurity  ;  nei- 
ther their  folicitude  nor  their  fore- 
fight  extend  fo  far.  They  follow 
blindly  the  impulfe  of  the  appetite 
which  they  feel,  but  are  entirely 
regardlefs  of  diltant  confequenccs, 
and  even  of  thofe  removed  in  the 
leaft  degree  from  immediate  appre- 
henfion.  While  they  highly  prize 
fuch  things  as  ferve  prefent  ufe,  or 
minilter  to  prefent  enjoyment,  they 
fet  no  value  upon  thofe  which  are 
not  the  object  of  fome  immediate 
want.  When,  on  the  approach  of 
the  evening,  a  Caribbee  feels 
himfelf  difpofed  to  go  to  reft,  no 
confideration  will  tempt  him  to 
fell  his  hammoc.  But,  in  the 
morning,  when  he  is  fallying  out 
to  the  bufinefs  or  paftime  of  the 
day,  he  will  part  with  it  for  the 


flighted  toy  that  catches  his  fancy. 
At  the  clofe  of  winter,  while  the 
imprefiion  of  what  he  has  fuffered 
from  the  rigour  of  the  climate  is 
frelh  in  the  mind  of  the  North 
American,  he  fets  himfelf  with  vi- 
gour to  prepare  materials  for 
erecting  a  comfortable  hut  to  pro- 
tect him  againit  the  inclemency  of 
the  fucceeding  feafon  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  weather  becomes  mild,  he 
forgets  what  is  pafl,  abandons  his 
work,  and  never  thinks  of  it  more, 
until  the  return  of  cold  compel* 
him,  when  too  late,  to  refume  it. 

—  After  viewing  the  bodily  con- 
flitution  of  the  Americans,  and 
contemplating  the  powers  of  their 
minds,  we  are  led,  in  the  natural 
order  of  inquiry,  to  confider  them 
as  united  together  in  fociety.  Hi- 
therto our  refearches  have  been 
confined  to  theoperations  of  under- 
Itanding  refpe&ing  themfelves,  as 
individuals,  now  they  will  extend 
to  the  degree  of  their  fenfibility 
and  affection  towards  their  fpecies. 

The  domefiic  Itate  is  the  frit 
and  moft  fimple  form  of  human 
aflbciation.  The  union  of  the 
fexes,  among  different  animnb,  is 
of  longer  or  fhorter  duration  in 
proportion  to  the  eafe  or  difficulty 
of  rearing  their  offspring.  Among 
thofe  tribes  where  the  feafon  of  in- 
fancy is  fhort,  and  the  young  loon 
acquire  vigour  or  agility,  no  per- 
manent union  is  formed.  Nature 
commits  the  care  of  training  up 
the  offspring  to  the  mother  alone, 
and  her  tendernefs,  without  any 
other  afliitance,  is  equal  to  the 
tafk.  But  where  the  Itate  of  in- 
fancy is  long  and  helpiefs,  and  the 
joint  affiduity  of  both  parents  is 
requifite  in  tending  their  feeble 
brood,  there  a  more  intimate  con- 
nection takes  place,  and  continues 

E   4  until 
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until  the  purpofe  of  nature  be  ac-     petual,    or    only    temporary,   the 
com plifhed,  and  the  new  rac?  grow     condition   of  women   was    equally 
up  to  full  maturity.  As  the  infancy     humiliating  and  miferabie.     Whe- 
of  man  is  mere  feeble  and  helplefs     ther  man  has  been  improved  by  the 
than  that  of  any  other  animal,  and     progrefs  of  arts  and  civilization  in 
he  is  dependent,  during  a  much     fociety,   is  a  queftion,   which,    in 
longer  period,     on    the    care  and     the  wantonnefs  of  difputation,  has 
.forefight  of  his  parents,  the  union     been  agitated  among  philofophers. 
between    hufband    and  wife  came     That  women   are   indebted   to  the 
early  to  be  confidered,   not  only  as     refinements  of    polilhed    manners 
a  folemn,  but  as  a  permanent  con-     for  a  happy  change  in  their  ftate, 
tract.      A  general  ftate  of  promif-     is  a  point  which  can  admit  of  no 
cuous  intercoufc  between  the  fexes     doubt.    To  defpife  and  to  degrade 
never  exifted  but  in  the  imag'na-     the  female  fex,  is  the  characterise 
tion  of  poets.      In   the  infancy  of    of  the  lavage  ftate in  every  part  of 
fociety,    when  men,     deilitute  of    the  globe.     Man,  proud  of  excel- 
arts  and  indullry,  lead  a  hard  pre-     ling   in  ftrength   and    in  courage, 
carious   life,   the  rearing  of  their     the  chief  marks   of  pre-eminence 
progeny  demands  the  atccntion  and     among  rude  people,  treats  woman, 
efforts  of  both  parents ;  and  if  their     as  an  inferior,  with  difdain.     The 
union   had   not  been    formed  and     Americans,    perhaps    from     that 
continued  with  this  view,  the  race     coldnefs    and    infenfibility    which 
could  not    have    been   preferved.     has  been  confidered  as  peculiar  to 
Accordingly,     in   America,    even     their  cenftitution,  add  neglecl  and 
among  the  rudeft  tribes,  a  regular     harfhnefs  to  contempt.     The  moil 
union   between  hufband  and  wife     intelligent    travellers    have    been 
was  univerfal,  and   the    rights   of    ftruck  with  this  inattention  of  the 
marriage  were  underftood  and  re-     Americans  to  their  women.     It  is 
cognized.     In  thefe  diftricls  where     not,   as  I   have  already  cbferved, 
fubfiftence  was  fcanty,  and  the  dif-     by  a  ftudied  difplay  of  tenderneis 
ficulty  of  maintaining  a  family  was     and  attachment,    that  the  Ameri- 
great,  the  man  confined  himfelf  to     can  endeavours  to  gain    the  heart 
one  wife  ;   in  warmer  or  more  fer-     of  the  woman   whom  he  wilhes  to 
tile  provinces,   the  facility  of  pro-     marry.      Marriage   itfelf,   inftead 
curing  food  concurred  with  the  in-     of  being  an  union  of  affection  and 
fluenceof  climate,  in  inducing  the     in terelt  between  equals,  becomes, 
inhabitants  to  increafe  the  number     among  them,   the    unnatural  con- 
of  their  wives.     In  fome  countries     junction  of  a  mailer  with  his  f.ave. 
the  marriage  union  fubfifted  during     It  is  the  cbfervation  of  an  author, 
life;  in  others,    the  impatience  of     whofe  opinions   are   dcfervedlv  of 
the  Americaai   under  reftraint  of    great  weight,  that  wherever  wives 
any   fpecies,    together   with  their     are  purchafed,   their  condition  is 
natural  levity  and  caprice,  prompt-     extremely    deprefied.       They  be- 
ed  them  to  diflblve  it  on  very  flight     come  the  property  and  the  flaves  of 
pretexts,  and  often  without  afTign-     thofe  who  buy  them.     In  whatever 
jng  any  rauie.  part  of  the  globe  this  cuftom  pre- 

Eut  whether   they   conf;der  the     vails,   the  obfervalion    holds,     In 
obligation  of  this  contraft  aj  per-     countries   where    refinement    has 
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made  Tome  progrefs,   women,  ex- 
cluded from  fociety,  and  fhut  up 
infequellered  apartments,  are  kept 
under  the  vigilant  guard  of  their 
mailers.     In   ruder  nations,    they 
are  degraded  to  the  meaneft  func- 
tions.     Among    many   people   of 
America  the  marriage-contract  is 
properly   a  purchafe.      Tin    man 
buy5     his    wife    of    her    parents. 
Though  unacquainted  with  the  ufe 
of  money,  cr  with  fuch  commer- 
cial tranfadions.  as    take  place  in 
more  improved  fociety,   he  knows 
how  to  give  an  equivalent  for  any 
object  which  he  defires  to  pofi'efs. 
In  fome  places  the  fuitor  devotes 
his  fervice  fur  a  certain  time  to  the 
parents    of  the    mud     whom    he 
courts  ;    in  others,    he   hunts  for 
them  occafionally,  or  aflifts  in  cul- 
tivating their  fields,   and  forming 
their  cances  ;   in  others,  he  offers 
prefentsof  fuch  thingsas  are  deem- 
ed molt  valuable  on  account  of  their 
ufefulnefs  cr  rarity.    In  return  fcr 
thefe,   he  receives   his   wife;    and 
this    circumftance,    added   to    the 
low  estimation   of  women  among 
favages,  leads  him  to  confider  her 
as  a  female  fervant   whom  he  has 
acquired,  and  whom  he  has  a  title 
to  treat  as  an  inferior.      In  ail  un- 
pclifhed   nations,  it   is   true,    the 
functions    in   domeltic  oeconomy, 
which  fall  naturally  to  the  fhare  of 
women,  are  fo  many,    that   they 
are  fubjedted  to  hard  labour,  and 
muft  b?ar  more  than  their  full  por- 
tion of  the  common  burden.     But 
in   America  their  condition   is  fo 
peculiarly  grievous,   and  their  de- 
preflion  fo  complete,  that  fervitude 
is  a  nam?  too  mild  to  defcribe  their 
wretched  Itate.      A  wife,   among 
molt  tribes,  is  no   better  than   a 
beaft  of  burden,  deftined  to  every 
office  of  labour  and  fatigue.  While 


the  men  loiter  out  the  day  in  floth, 
or  fpend  ic  in  amufement,  the  wo- 
men are  condemned   to   incefiant 
toil.      Talks    are  impofed    upon 
them   without    pity,  and   fervices 
are  received  without  complacence 
or  gratitude.     Every  circumftance 
reminds  women  of  this  mortifying 
inferiority.     They  mult  approach 
their  lords  with  reverence  ;   they 
muft  regard  them  as  more  exalted 
beings,  and  are  not  permitted  to 
eat  in   their  prefence.     There  are 
diltricts  in  America  where  this  do- 
minion is  fo  grievous,  and  fo  fen- 
fibly  felt,   that  fome  women,  in  a 
wiid  emotion  of  maternal  tender- 
nefs,  have  deftroyed  their  female 
children  in  their  infancy,  in  order 
to  deliver  them  from  that  intoler- 
able bondage  to  which  they  knew 
they  were  doomed.     Thus  the  firft 
inftitution  of  focial  life  is  pervert- 
ed.    That  itate  of  demeftic  union 
towards  which  nature  leads  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  in  order  to  fofcen  the 
heart  to  gentlenefs  and  humanity, 
is  rendered  fp  unequal,  as  to  efta- 
blilh  a  cruel  diliinclion  between 
the  fcxes,  which  forms  the  one  to 
be  harfh  and  unfeeling,  and  hum- 
bles the  other  to  fervility  and  fub- 
jection. 

Ic  is  owing,  perhaps,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  this  itate  of  depreflion, 
that  women  in  rude  nations  are  far 
from  being  prolific.  The  vigour 
of  their  conftitution  is  exhaufted 
by  exceuive  fatigue,  and  the  wants 
and  diftrcfies  of  favage  life  are  fo 
numerous,  as  to  force  them  to  take 
various  precautions  in  order  to 
prevent  too  rapid  an  increafe  of 
their  progeny.  Among  wander- 
ing tribes,  or  fuch  as  depend  chiefly 
upon  hunting  for  fubliftence,  the 
mother  cannot  attempt  to  rear  a 
fecond  child,  until  the  firft  has  at- 
tained 


5$       ANNUAL     REGISTER, 


tained  fuch  a  degree  of  vigour  as 
to  be  in  fome  meafure  independent 
of  her  care.  From  this  motive,  it 
is  the  univerfal  practice  of  the  Ame- 
rican women  to  nurfe  their  chil- 
dren during  feveral  years ;  and  as 
they  fcldom  marry  early,  the  pe- 
riod of  their  fertilityis  over,  before 
they  can  finifh  the  long  but  necef- 
fary  attendance  upon  two  cr  three 
fucceffive  children.  Among  fome 
of  the  lead:  polilhed  tribes,  whofe 
induftryand  forefight  does  not  ex- 
tend fo  far  as  to  make  any  regular 
provifion  for  their  own  fubfiuence, 
it  is  a  maxim  not  to  burthen  them- 
felves  with  rearing  more  than  two 
children  ;  and  no  fuch  numerous 
families,  as  are  frequent  in  civi- 
lized focieties,  are  to  be  found 
among  men  in  this  ftate.  When 
twins  are  born,  one  of  them  com- 
monly is  abandoned,  becaufe  the 
mother  is  not  equal  to  the  tafk  of 
educating  both.  When  a  mother 
dies  while  (he  is  nurfing  a  child, 
all  hope  of  preferving  its  life  fails, 
and  it  is  buried  together  with  her 
in  the  fame  grave.  As  the  parents 
are  frequently  expofed  to  want  by 
their  own  improvident  indolence, 
the  difficulty  of  fuftaining  their 
children  becomes  fo  great,  that  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  abandon  or 
deltroy  them.  Thus  their  expe- 
rience of  the  difficulty  of  training 
up  an  infant  to  maturity,  amidlt 
the  hardfhips  of  favage  life,  often 
flifles  the  voice  of  nature  among 
the  Americans,  and  fuppreflcs  the 
irrong  emotions  of  parental  ten- 
dcrnefs. 

But,  though  necefiity  compels 
the  inhabitants  cf  America  thus  to 
fet  bounds  to  the  increafe  cf  their 
families,  they  are  not  deficient  in 
affection  and  attachment  to  their 
e/fspring.    They  feel  the  power  of 
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this  inftinct  in  its  full  force,  and  as 
long  as  their  progeny  continue  fee- 
ble and  helplefs,  no  people  exceed 
them  in  tendernefs  and  care.  But 
in  rude  nations,  the  dependence 
of  children  upon  their  parents  is  of 
fhorter  continuance  than  in  polifh- 
ed  focieties.  When  men  mull  be 
trained  to  the  various  functions  of 
civil  life  by  previous  difcipline  and 
education,  when  the  knowledge  of 
abftrufe  fciences  muft  be  taught, 
and  dexterity  in  intricate  arts  mull 
be  acquired,  before  a  young  man 
is  prepared  to  begin  his  career  of 
action,  the  attentive  feelings  of  a 
paren  t  are  not  confined  to  the  years 
of  infancy,  but  extend  to  the  efla- 
bliihment  of  his  child  in  the 
world.  Even  then,  his  folicitude 
does  not  terminate.  His  protection 
may  Hill  be  requifite,  and  his  wif- 
dom  and  experience  flill  prove 
ufeful  guides.  Thus  a  permanent 
connection  is  formed  ;  parental 
tendernefs  is  exercifed,  and  filial 
refpect  returned,  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  life.  Bnt  in  the 
fimplicity  of  the  favage  ftate,  the 
affection  of  parents,  like  the  in- 
Itinctive  fondnefs  of  animals,  ceafes 
almoit  entirely  as  foon  as  their  ofF- 
fpring  attain  maturity.  Little  in- 
ltruction  fits  them  for  that  mode 
of  life  to  which  they  are  deftined. 
The  parents,  as  if  their  duty  were 
accomplished,  when  they  have  con- 
ducted their  children  through  the 
helplefs  years  of  infancy,  leave 
them  afterwards  at  entire  liberty. 
They  feldom  advile  or  admonifli, 
they  never  chide  or  chaftife  them. 
They  fuffer  them  to  be  abfolute 
matters  of  their  own  actions.  In 
an  American  hut,  a  father,  a  mo- 
ther, and  their  poilerity,  live  to- 
gether, like  perfons  aflembled  by 
accident,  without  fecming  to  feel 
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the  obligation  of  the  duties  mutu-  inJuftry,  and  a  right  of  property, 

ally  ariiing  from  this  connection,  not  only  in  its  productions,  but  in 

As  filial  love  is   not  cherifhed  by  the  foil  itfelf,  is  completely  afcer- 

the    continuance    of  attention    or  tained. 

good   offices,    the  recollection    of  All  the  people  of  America,  now 

benefits  received  in  early  infancy  under  review,  belong  to  the  former 

is    too   faint  to  excite   it.       Con-  clafs.    But  though  they  may  all  be 

fciou:  of  their  own   liberty,    and  comprehended   under  the  general 

impatient  of  reftraint,   the  youth  denomination  of  favage,    the  ad- 

of  America  are   accuftomed  to  aft  vances  which  they  had  made  in  the 

as  if  they  were  totallyindependcnt.  art  of  procuring  to  themfelves   a 

Their  parents   are   not  objects  of  certain   and   plentiful  fubfiltence, 

greater  regard  than  other  perfons.  were  very  unequal.     On  the  vaft. 

They  treat  them  always  with  neg-  plains  of  South-America,  man  ap- 

left,   and  often  with  fuch  harm-  pears  in  one  of  the  rudeit  itates  in 

nefs  and  infolencc,  as  to  fill  thofe  which  he  has  been  ever  obferved, 

who  have  been  witneffes  of  their  or,    perhaps,    can  exift.     Several 

conduct  with   horror.      Thus  the  tribes    depend   entirely  upon   the 

ideas  which  feem  to  be  natural  to  bounty  of  nature  for  fubfiltence. 

man   in  his  favage  ftate,   as  they  They  difcover  no  folicitude,   they 

refult  from  his  circumftances  and  employ  little  forefight,  theyfcarce- 

conditiori  in  that  period  of  his  pro-  ly  exert  anyinduftry,  tofecure  what 

grefs,   affect  the  two  capital  rela-  is  neceffary  for  their  fupport.   The 

tions  in  domeftic  life.     They  ren-  Topayers  of  Brafil,   the  Guaxeros  of 

der  the  union  between  hufband  and  Tierra-Firme,    the   Caiguas,    the 

wife  unequal.     They  fhorten  the  Moxos,  and  feveral  other  people  of 

duration,  and  weaken  the   force,  Paraguay,  are  unacquainted  with 

of  the  connection  between  parents  every  fpecies  of  cultivation.   They 

and  children.  neither  fow  nor  plant.     Even  the 

From  the  domeftic  ftate  of  the  culture  of  the  manioc,  of  which 

Americans,   the  transition  is   na-  caffada  bread  is  made,  is  an  art  too 

tural  to  the  confideration  of  their  intricate  for   their  ingenuity,    or 

civil  government  and  political  in-  too  fatiguing  to  their  indolence, 

ftitutions.     In  every  inquiry  con-  Theroots  which  the  earth  produces 

cerning    the   operations   of    men  fpontaneoufly,  the  fruits,   the  ber- 

when   united   together   in  fociety,  ries,   and  feeds,  which  they  gather 

the  firft  object  of  attention  fhould  in   the  woods,    together  with  li- 

be  their  mode  of  fubfiltence.    Ac-  zards  and  other  reptiles,  which  the 

cordingly  as  that  varies,  their  laws  heat  engenders  in  a  fat  foil,  moift- 

and  policy  muft  be  different.     The  en4ed    by    frequent    rains,    fupply 

inftitutions  fuited  to  the  ideas  and  them  with  food  during  fome  part 

exigences  of  tribes,  which  fublift  of  the  year.      At  other  times  they 

chiefly  by  fifhing  or  hunting,   and  fubfift  by  fifhing;  and  nature feems 

which  have  hardly  formed  a  con-  to  have  indulged   the  lazinefs  of 

ception  of  any  fpecies  of  property,  the  people,  by  the  liberality  with 

will   be   much    more   fimple   than  which  Ihe  minifters,   in  this  way, 

thofe  which  muft  take  place  when  to  their  wants,     The  vaft  rivers  of 

the  earth  is  cultivated  with  regular  South- America   abound   with    an 

infinite 
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infinite  variety  of  the  mofl  delicate 
fifh.  The  lakes  and  marines, 
formed  by  the  annual  overflowing 
of  the  waters,  are  filled  with  all  * 
the  different  fpecies,  where  they 
remain  fhut  up,  as  in  natural  re- 
fervoirs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. They  fwarm  in  fuch  flicals, 
that  in  fome  places  they  arc  catched 
without  art  or  induilr\ .  In  others, 
the  natives  have  difcovered  a  me- 
thod  of  infecting  the  water  with 
the  juice  of  certain  plants,  by 
which  the  fifh  are  fo  intoxicated, 
that  they  float  on  the  furface,  and 
are  taken  with  the  hand.  Some 
tribes-  have  ingenuity  enough  to 
preferve  them  without  fait,  by 
drying  or  fmoaking  them  upon 
hurdles  over  a  flow  fire.  The  pro- 
lific quality  of  the  rivers  in  South- 
America  induces  many  cf  the  na- 
tives to  refort  to  their  banks,  and 
to  depend  almoft,  entirely  for  nou- 
rifhment  on  what  their  waters  fup- 
ply  with  fuch  profufion.  In  this 
part  of  the  globe,  hunting  feems 
not  to  have  been  the  firll  employ- 
ment of  men,  or  the  firfl  effort  of 
their  invention  and  labour  to  ob- 
tain food.  They  were  fifhers  be- 
fore they  became  hunters  ;  and  as 
the  occupations  of  the  former  do 
not  call  for  equal  exertions  of  ac- 
tivity, or  talents,  with  thofe  of 
the  latter,  people  in  that  flate  ap- 
pear to  pofiefs  neither  the  fame  de- 
gree of  en  terprife,  nor  of  ingenuity. 
The  petty  nation?,  adjacent  to  the 
Maragnon  and  Orinoco,  are  mani- 
feftly  the  molt  inactive  and  lead 
intelligent  of  all  the  Americans. 

None  but  tribes  contiguous  to 
great  rivers  can  fuftain  thcmfelves 
in  this  manner.  The  greater  part 
of  the  American  nations,  difperfed 
over  the  forells  with  which  their 
country  is  covered,  do  not  procure 


fubfiftence  with  the  fame  facility. 
For  although  thefe  foreHs,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fouthexn  continent 
of  America,  are  llored  plcn'ifully 
with  game,  confiderable  efforts  of 
y  and  ingenuity  r.re  requi- 
file  in  purfuit  of  it.  Nccef;'<ry  in- 
cited them  to  lb  mi!  t.'ught 
them  the  other.  Hunting  became 
their  principal  occupation  ;  and  as 
it  called  forth  fcrcnuous  exertions 
of  courage,  of  force,  and  of  in 
tion,  it  was  deemed  a  function 
no  lefs  honourable  than  neceffary. 
This  was  peculiar  to  the  men. 
They  were  trained  to  it  from  their 
earlieft  youth.  A  bold  and  dex- 
trous hunter  ranked  next  in  fame 
to  the  diitinguifhed  warrior,  and 
an  alliance  with  the  former  is  of- 
ten courted  in  preference  to  one 
with  the  latter.  Hardly  any  de- 
vice, which  the  ingenuitv  of  man 
has  difcovered  for  enfnaring  or 
deltroying  wild  animals,  was  un- 
known to  the  Americans.  While 
engaged  in  this  favourite  exercif  ■, 
they  fliake  off  the  indolence  pe- 
culiar to  their  nature,  the  latent 
powers  and  vigour  of  their  minds 
are  roufed,  and  they  become  active, 
perfevering,  and  indefatigable. 
Their  fagacity  in  finding  their 
prey,  and  their  addrefs  in  killing 
it,  are  equal.  Their  reafon  and 
their  fenfes,  being  conitantly  di- 
rected towards  this  one  object,  the 
former  difplays  fuch  fertility  of  in- 
vention, and  the  latter  acquire  fuch 
a  degree  of  acutenefc,  as  appear 
almott  incredible.  They  difcern 
the  footlteps  of  a  wild  beaff,  which 
efcape  every  other  eye,  and  can 
follow  them  with  certainty  through 
the  pathlefs  foreft.  If  they  at 
their  g^me  openly,  their  arrow 
feldom  errs  from  the  mark  ;  jf 
they  endeavour  to  circumvent  it  by 
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art,  it  is  almoft  impofiible  to  avoid 
their  toils.  Among  feveral  tribes, 
their  young  men  were  not  permitted 
to  marry,  until  they  had  given  fuch 
proofs  of  their  fkill  in  hunting 
as  put  it  beyond  doubt  that  they 
were  capable  of  providing  for  a 
family.  Their  ingenuity,  always 
on  the  ftretcb,  and  Sharpened  by 
emulation,  as  well  as  neceffity,  has 
ftruck  out  many  inventions,  which 
greatly  facilitate  fuccefs  in  the 
chafe.  The  mofr  Singular  of  thefe 
is  the  difcovery  ofapoifon  in  which 
they  dip  the  arrows  employed  in 
hunting.  The  fiig-htelt  wound 
with  thofe  envenomed  fhafts  is 
mortal.  If  they  only  pierce  the 
fkin,  the  blood  fixes  and  congeals 
in  a  moment,  and  the  ftrongelt 
animal  falls  motionlefs  to  the 
ground.  Nor  does  this  poifon, 
notwithstanding  its  violence  and 
fubtlety .  infect  the  flefh  of  the  ani- 
mal which  it  kills.  That  may  be 
eaten  with  perfect  fafety,  and  re- 
tains its  nativ  e  relifli  and  qualities. 
All  the  nations  along  the  Marag- 
non  and  Orinoco  are  acquainted 
with  this  compofition,  the  chief 
ingredient  in  which  is  the  j  uice  ex- 
tracted from  the  root  of  the  curare, 
a  fpecies  of  withe.  In  other  parts 
of  America,  they  employ  the  juice 
of  the  manchenille  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  and  it  operates  with  a  no 
lefs  fatal  activity.  To  people 
pofleffed  of  thofe  fecrets,  the  bow 
is  a  more  destructive  weapon  than 
the  muSket,  and,  in  their  fkilful 
hands,  does  great  execution  among 
the  birds  and  beafts  which  abound 
in  the  forelts  of  America. 

But  the  life  of  a  hunter  gradually 
leads  man  to  a  State  more  advanced. 
The  chafe,  even  where  prey  is 
abundant,  and  the  dexterity  of  the 
hunter  much  improved,  affords  but 


an  uncertain  maintenance,  and  at 
fome  feafons  it  mult  be  fufpended 
altogether.  If  a  favage  trulls- to 
his  bow  alone  for  food,  he  and 
his  family  will  be  often  reduced  to 
extreme  diltrefs.  Hardly  any  re- 
gion of  the  earth  furnifhes  man 
fpcntaneoufiy-  with  what  his  wants 
require.  In  the  mildeit  climates, 
and  molt  fertile  foils,  his  own  in- 
dustry and  forefight  mult  be  exert- 
ed, in  fome  degree,  to  fecurearegu- 
lar  fupplyoffood.  Theirexperience 
of  this  Surmounts  the  abhorrence 
of  labour  natural  to  favage  nations, 
and  compels  them  to  have  recourfe 
to  culture,  as  fubfidiary  to  hunt- 
ing. In  particular  fituations,  fome 
fmall  tribes  may  fub/ift  by  fiihing, 
independent  of  any  production  of 
the  earth,  raifed  by  their  own  in- 
dustry. But  throughout  all  Ame- 
rica, we  fcarcely  meet  with  any 
nation  of  hunter;,  which  does  not 
practifefome  fpecies  of  cultivation. 
Their  agriculture,  however,  is 
neither  extenfive  nor  laborious.  As 
game  and  fifh  are  their  principal 
food,  all  they  aim  at  by  cultiva- 
tion, is  tofupplyany  occaiional  de- 
fect of  thefe.  In  the  fouthern  con- 
tinent of  America,  the  natives  con- 
fined their  indultry  to  rearing  a 
few  plants,  which,  in  a  rich  foil 
and  warm  climate,  were  eafily 
trained  to  maturity.  The  chief  of 
thefe  is  Maize,  well  known  in  Eu- 
rope by  the  name  of  Turkey  or  In- 
dian wheat,  a  grain  extremely 
prolific,  of  fimple  culture,  agree- 
able to  the  tafie,  and  affording  a 
ftrong  hearty  nourishment.  The 
fecond  is  the  manioc,  which  grows 
to  the  fize  of  a  large  fhrub,  or 
fmall  tree,  and  produces  roots 
fomewhat  refembling  parfnips. 
After  carefully  fqueezing  out  the 
juice,  thefe  roots  a^c  grated  down 
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to  afine  powder,  and  formed  into 
thin  cakes,  called  Cajfada  bread, 
which,  though  infipid  to  the  tafte, 
proves  no  contemptible  food.     As 
the  juice  of  the  manioc  is  a  deadly 
poifon,  fome   authors   have  cele- 
brated the  ingenuity  of  the  Ame- 
ricans,   in    converting    a  noxious 
plant  into  wholefomenourifhment. 
But  it  fhould  rather  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  defperate  expedients 
for  procuring  fubfiftence,  to  which 
neceflity  reduces  rude  nations ;  or, 
perhaps,  men  were  led  to  the  ufe 
of  it  by  a  progrefs,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  marvellous.     One  fpe- 
cies  of  manioc  is  altogether  free  of 
any  poifonous  quality,  and  may  be 
eaten  without  any  preparation  but 
that  of  roafting  it  in  the  embers. 
This,  it  is  probable,  was  firft  ufed 
by  the  Americans  as  food  ;  and  ne-. 
ceflity   having    gradually    taught 
them  the  art  of  feparating  its  per- 
nicious juice  from  the  other  fpecies, 
they  have  by  experience  found  it 
to  be  the  molt  prolific  as  well  as 
the  moil  nourishing  plant  of  the 
two.     The  third  is  the  plantain, 
which  though  it  rifes  to  the  height 
of  a  tree,  is  of  fuch  quick  growth, 
that  in  lefs  than  a  year  it  rewards 
the  induflry  of  the  cultivator  with 
its    fruit.       This,    when  roafted, 
fupplies  the  place  of  bread,  and  is 
both    palatable    and    nourifhing. 
The  fourth  is  the  potatoe,  whofe 
culture  and  qualities  arc  too  well 
known    to  need   any  defcription. 
The  fifth  is  pimento,  a  fmall  tree, 
yielding  a  flrong  aromatic  fpice. 
The  Americans,  who,   like  other 
inhabitants  of  warm  climates,  de- 
light  in   whatever   is  hot  and   of 
poignant   flavour,  deem  this  fea- 
ioninga  neceflary  of  life,  and  min- 
gle it  copioufly  with  every  kind  of 
food  thev  take. 


Such  are  the  various  productions, 
which  were  the  chief  object  of  cul- 
ture among  the  hunting  tribes  on 
the  continent  of  America,  and  with 
a  moderate  exertion  of  active  and 
provident  induflry,  thefe  might 
have  yielded  a  full  fupply  to  the 
wants  of  a  numerous  people.  But 
men,  accuflomed  to  the  free  and 
vagrant  life  of  hunters,  are  inca- 
pable of  regular  application  to  la- 
bour ;  and  confider  agriculture  as 
a  fecondary  and  inferior  occupa- 
tion. Accordingly,  the  provision 
for  fubfiftence,  arifing  from  culti- 
vation, was  fo  limited  and  fcanty 
among  the  Americans,  that,  upon 
any  accidental  failure  of  their  ufual 
fuccefs  in  hunting,  they  were  often 
reduced  to  extreme  ditlrefs. 

In  the  ifiands,  the  mode  of  fub- 
fifting  was  confiderably  different. 
None  of  the  large  animals  which 
abound  on  the  continent  were 
known  there.  Only  four  fpecies 
of  quadrupeds,  befides  a  kind  of 
fmall  dumb  dog,  exifted  in  the 
ifiands,  the  biggeft  of  which  did 
not  exceed  the  iize  of  a  rabbit.  To 
hunt  fuch  diminutive  prey,  was  an 
occupation  which  required  no  effort 
either  of  activity  or  courage.  The 
chief  employment  of  a  hunter  in 
the  ifles  was  to  kill  birds,  which 
on  the  continent  are  deemed  igno- 
ble game,  and  left  chiefly  to  the 
purfuit  of  boys.  This  want  of  ani- 
mals, as  well  as  their  peculiar 
fituation,  led  the  iflanders  to  de- 
pend principally  upon  fifhing  for 
their  fubnftenc^.  Their  rivers, 
and  the  fea  with  which  they  are 
furrounded,  fupplied  them  with 
this  fpecies  of  food.  At  fome  par- 
ticular feafons,  turtle,  crabs,  and 
other  ihell-fifh,  abounded  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  they  could  fupporc 
thgmfelves  with  a  facility  in  which 
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their  indolence  delighted.  At 
other  times,  they  ate  lizards,  and 
various  reptiles  of  odious  forms. 
To  fifhing,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  added  fome  degree  of  agri- 
culture. Maize,  manioc,  and 
other  plants,  were  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  on  the  conti- 
nent. But  all  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry,  together  with  what  their 
foil  and  climate  produced  fponta- 
neoufly,  afforded  them  but  a  fcan- 
tymaintenance.  Though  their  de- 
mands for  food  were  very  fparing, 
they  hardly  raifed  what  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  own  confumption. 
If  a  few  Spaniards  fettled  in  any 
diftrict,  fuch  a  fmall  addition  of 
fupernumerary  mouths  foon  ex- 
haufted  their  fcanty  flores,  and 
brought  on  a  famine. 

Two  circumitances,  common  to 
all  the  favage  nations  of  America, 
concurred  with  thofe  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  not  only  in 
rendering  their  agriculture  imper- 
fect, but  in  circumfcribing  their 
power  in  all  their  operations. 
They  had  no  tame  animals ;  and 
they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
ufe  of  metals. 

—  Agriculture,  even  when  the 
ftrength  of  man  is  feconded  by  that 
of  the  animals  which  he  has  fub- 
jedled  to  the  yoke,  and  his  power 
augmented  by  the  ufe  of  the  va- 
rious instruments'  with  which  the 
difcovery  of  metals  has  furnifhed 
him,  is  ftill  a  work  of  great  labour; 
and  it  is  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow 
that  he  renders  the  earth  fertile. 
It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that 
people  dsftitute  cf  both  thefe  ad- 
vantages mould  have  made  fo  little 
progrefs  in  cultivation,  that  they 
mull  be  confidered  as  depending 
for  fubfiftence  on  nming  and  hunt- 


ing, rather  than  on  the   fruits  of 
their  own  labour. 


Account  of  a  Society  in  the  Friendly 
Iflands  named  Arreoy  ;  extruded 
from  Foriler'j  Voyage. 

WE  walked  along  this  creek 
in  the  afternoon,  as  far  as 
the  intermittent  fhowers  wdild 
permit.  The  more  was  lined  with 
innumerable  canoes,  whilft  every 
houfe  and  flied  was  clouded  with 
people,  many  of  whom  were  pre- 
paring large  and  luxurious  dinners, 
from  heaps  of  provifions  which 
were  every  where  accumulated. 
We  were  told  that  a  peculiar  fo- 
ciety  or  order  of  perfons  of  both 
(exes,  named  Arreoy,  exifted  in 
thefe  iflands ;  and  that  they  aflem- 
bled  at  times  from  all  parts,  and 
travelled  through  all  the  iflands, 
feafting  and  caroufmg  to  excefs. 
D  uring  the  time  we  lay  at  H  uahine, 
we  had  obferved  no  lefs  than  fe- 
venty  canoes,  with  more  than  feven 
hundred  cf  thefe  arreoys  en  board, 
croffing  over  to  Raietea  in  one 
morning.  We  were  told  that  thev 
had  fpent  a  few  days  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  were  arrived 
on  its  weftern  ihore  only  a  day  or 
two  before  us.  We  took  notice 
that  they  were  all  perfons  of  fome 
confequence,  and  of  the  race  of 
chiefs.  Some  of  the  men  were 
pundlured  in  large  broad  blotches ; 
and  Mahine  afiured  us,  thefe  were 
the  moll  eminent  members  of  the 
fociety,  and  that  the  more  they 
were  covered  with  punctures,  the 
higher  was  their  rank.  They  were 
in  general  flout  End  well  made,  and 
all  profefled  themfelves  warriors. 
Mahine  had  a  very  high  veneration 
I  for 
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for   this   fociety,  and   told   us   he 
himfelf  was  a  member.     They  are 
united    by   the  ties   of  reciprocal 
friend  (hip,  and  exereife  hofpitali- 
ty  towards  each  other  in  its  greareft 
latitude.      As  foon  as  an  arreoy  vi- 
fits  another,   though  he  were  un- 
known to  him,  he  is  fure  to  have 
his  wants  fupplied,  and  his  defires 
gratified  ;  he  is  introduced  to  other 
members  of  the  order,  and   they 
vie  with  each  other  in  leading  him 
$ith    cardies    and    prefents.      It 
was  to  this  principle  that  Mahine 
afcribed  all  the  pleafures  which  he 
had  enjoyed  at  Taheitee.  The  firft 
people  who  faw  him  en  board  were 
arreoys  according  to  his  account, 
and  in  that  quality  made   him   a 
prefent  of  their  garments,  fnce  he 
had  nootherthan  European  cloaths. 
It  appears,   that  one  or  mere  per- 
fons  of  each  little  family  of  chiefs 
enter    into    this    community,     of 
which   the  invariable  and  funda- 
mental character  is,  that  none  of 
its  members  are  permitted  to  have 
any  children.     From  the  accounts 
of  the  moft  intelligent  among  "he 
natives,    we   have   great  room   to 
fuppofe,   that  the  original  inflitu- 
tion  required  their  living  in  perpe- 
tual celibacy.     As  this  law  was  too 
repugnant  to  the  impulfcs  of  na- 
ture, which  muft  be  uncommonly 
ilrong  in  their  climate,   they  foon 
tranfgrefted  it ;  but  preferved  the 
intention  of  the  prefcribed  abfti- 
nence,  by  fiifibcating  their  unfor- 
tunate offspring  immediately  after 
0     birth. 

The  arreoys  enjoy  feveral  pri- 
vileges, and  are  greatly  refpecled 
throughout  the  Society  Ifiands  and 
Taheitee;  nay,  they  claim  a  great 
fhare  of  honour  from  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  being  childlefs.  Tu- 


paya,  when  he  heard  that  the  king 
of  England  had   a   numerous  off- 
fpring,   declared  he  thought  him- 
felf much  greater  becaufe  he  be- 
longed   to   the  arreoys.     In   moft 
other  countries  the  name  of  a  pa- 
rent gives  honour  and  refpett;   but 
when  an  arreoy,  at  Taheitee,  em- 
phatically beftows  it,  it  is.meant 
as  a  term  of  contempt  and  reproach. 
The  arreoys   keep  great  meetings 
at    ftated   times,    travelling    from 
one  ifland  to  another.     They  feaft 
on  the  choiceit  vegetables,  and  on 
plenty  of  pork,  dog's  flefh,   fifh, 
and    poultry,    which   is    liberally 
furnifhed  by  the  towtows,  or  lower 
clafs,  for  their  entertainment.  The 
pepper-root  drink  is  prepared  and 
iwallowed  in  furprifing  quantities 
on  thefe  occafions.   Wherever  they 
go,    the  train  of  fenfual  pleafure 
waits     upon     them.       They     are 
amufed   with    mufic   and    dances, 
which   are  faid  to  be  particularly 
lafciviousat  night,  when  no  other 
fpeclators    behdes    themfelves   are 
admitted. 

In  a  country  fo  far  emerged  from 
barbarifm  as  Taheitee,  it  cannot 
be  fuppofed  that  a  fociety  would 
have  maintained  itfelf  to  the  pre- 
fent time,  which  appears  fo  inju- 
rious to  the  reft  of  the  nation,  un- 
lefs  its  advantages  were  fo  confider- 
able,  as  to  require  its  continuance. 
Two  reafons  fecm  to  favour  the 
exigence  of  arreoys,  and  both  are 
in  fome  meafure  connected  toge- 
ther. The  firft  appears  to  be  the 
neceffity  of  entertaining  a  body  of 
warriors,  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  invafions  and  de- 
predations of  enemies.  This  is 
confirmed  by  thecircumftance,  that 
all  the  arreoys  are  warriors ;  but  as 
love  might  be  fuppofed  to  ener- 
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■V'ate  them,  they  were  reftrained  to 
that    celibacy,,    which    they    have 
fince  found   it  too  difficult  to  ob- 
ferve.      The  fecond  reafon  for  the 
affociation  of  the  arreoys,  feems  to 
be  to  prevent  the  too  rapid  propa- 
gation of  the  race  of  chiefs.      An 
intelligent  man,  who  perhaps  was 
once    the    lawgiver   of    Taneicee, 
might   forefee,  that   the    common 
people  would  at  length  groan  un- 
der the  yoke  of  this  numerous  and 
ever  multiplying    breed   of  petty- 
tyrants.     To  oblige  a  part  of  them 
to  a    fingle    life,  was  the  fhorteft 
means  of  obtaining  this  end  ;   but 
certain  glaring  advantages  were  to 
be  held  out,   to  make  them  fubmit 
without   reluctance  to  fuch  a   re- 
flraint.     From  hence  we  may  de- 
rive that  high  erteem   with  which 
the  whole  nation  honours  the  order 
of   arreoy ;    and    likewife  account 
for   their  authority,  and   for  their 
gluttony  in  eating,  which  has  been 
the  privilege  of  warriors   in   every 
country,  before  they   became   the 
tools  of  tyranny.      When   the  ar- 
reoys had  once  fo  far  departed  from 
the  laws  of  their  firft  inltitution,   as 
to    admit  the  commerce  with    the 
fex,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,    that, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  they  have  al- 
moft  wholly  loft  the  original  chafle 
and  fober  fpirit  of  the  order.    They 
are  at  prefent,  without  doubt,  the 
rhoft  luxurious  fet  of  people  in  the 
iiland  ;  though    I    have  not  found 
the   leaft   reafon   to   charge   them 
with  a  refinement  in  voluptueuf- 
riefs,  which  is  at  once  improbable, 
and  inconfiftent  with  the  tendernefs 
of  the    whole   people.     We   have 
been  told  a  wanton  tale  of  promif- 
cuous  embraces,  where  every  wo- 
man is  common  to  every  man:   but 
when  we  enquired  for  a  confirma- 
tion of  this  ttorv  from  the  natives, 
Vol.  XX. 


we  were  foon  convinced  that  it 
muft,  like  many  others,  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  groundlefs  invention 
of  a  traveller's  gay  fancy. 

Some  arreoys  are    married   to  a 
woman,    in    the   fame   manner  as 
Mahine    was  to   the   daughter    of 
Toperree  ;  but  others  keep  a  tem- 
porary miftrefs.     Many  may  per- 
haps revel  in   the  arms  of  feveral 
proftitutes,  which   are  to   be   met 
with  in  all  the  inlands.     This  dif- 
folute    pleafure  is   however   much 
more  frequent  in   every   civilized 
country  of  Europe;  but  I  appre- 
hend it  would  not  authorife  an  af- 
fertion,  that  in  Europe  there  exifts 
a  fociety  of  men  and  women,   who 
prsclife  a  particular  refinement  of 
fenfuaiity.     When  we  confider  the 
whole  character  of  the  Taheitians ; 
when  we  recollect  their  gentlenefs, 
their   generofity,  their  affectionate 
fiiendfhip,   their   tendernefs,  their 
pity,    we    cannot    reconcile  thefe 
qualities  to  the  murder  of  theirowrr 
offspring.       We    fh  udder    at    the 
ftern    inhumanity   of    the  father, 
but   much    more   fo  at  the  obdu- 
rate   heart    of  the  mother,  where 
the  voice  of  nature,  and  of  power- 
ful  inftir.cl,.  fhould  cry  aloud  for 
mercy  and  protection.     The  paths 
of  virtue  are  bet  too  eafily  forfaken; 
fiill   we  are  at  a   lofs  to  conceive, 
how  a  people  fo  much  left  to  na- 
ture, could  arrive  at  fuch  a  deteft- 
able  pitch  of  depravity  :  butcuftom, 

That  monfter  cuftom,  who  all  lenfe  doth 

eat 
Of  habits  evil— — —     Shakespeare. 

gradually  blunts  every  feeling,  a-  d 
overcomes  the    ftings   of  re  ri 
We  had  no  (boner  learnt  tha  h 

an   un-  atural  and  barbarc:s 
tice  ftigmatized  the  fociety  oi 
reoy,    than   we    reprehended   o.  r 
F  young 
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young  friend  Mahine    for   valuing 
him  ft!  fon  being  a  member  of  fuch 
adeteftable  body.   We  endeavoured 
to    point    out    the   immorality  and 
cruelty  of  this  practice,  and  made 
ufe  of  every    argument  which  our 
reflections    could    furnifh,    or    our 
words  exprefs.  We  eafily  fucceeded 
jn  convincing  him,   and  obtained  a 
promife  that  he  would  not  kill  his 
children,  but  feparate  from  the  fo- 
ciety  as  foon  as  he  fhould  receive 
the  glorious  name  of  father.     To 
our  great  fansfadtion  he  affured  u?, 
that  the  inftances  of  arreoys  having 
children  were  extremely  rare.      It 
feems  that  they  chor^fe  their  wives 
and   miftreffes    among   the  profb- 
tutes  ;   and  from  this  circumftance, 
as   well  as  from  their  great  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  they  have  feldom  reafon 
to  dread  the  intrulion  of  an  unfor- 
tHnate  infant.    The  anfwers  of  O- 
M:.i»     whom  I   con-fulted  on    this 
fubject  afcer  my  return  to  Erg-land, 
give  me  ftill  greater  pleafure,  as 
they  foftened  the   rrarfgreffion  at* 
leaft  of  one  part,  and  entirely  freed 
the  bulk,  of  the  nation  from   that 
fhare  of  guilt,  which  the  Ample  ac- 
quiescence in  fuch  a  heinous  crime 
might    throw    upon    them.       He 
aflured     me,    that   the    invariable 
laws  of  the  community  of  arreoy 
required    the     extinction   of  their 
offspring;    that   the' pre-eminence 
and  advantages  which    a  man   en- 
joyed as  arreoy  were  fo  valuable, 
as  to  urge  him  on  again  ft  his  own 
feelings  ;  that  the  mother  was  never 
willing    to   content  to    the    horrid 
murder,   but  that  her  hufbar.d  and 
other   arreoys    perfuaded     her    to 
yield  up  the  child  ;   and  that  when 
entreaties  were  not  fufhcient,  force 
was    iometimes     employed.       But 
above  all,  he  added,   that  this  act 
was  always   performed   in    iecret, 
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and  fo  that  none  of  the  people, 
not  even  thetowtows  or  attendants 
of  the  houfe,  were  prefent  ;  be- 
caufe,  if  it  were  feen,  the  mur- 
derers muft  be  put  to  death.  This 
being  the  cafe,  we  may  comfort 
ourfelyes  with  the  reflection,  that 
criminal  individuals  are  not  more 
numerous  in  the  Society  Iflands, 
than  among  other  people  ;  and  that 
the  votaries  of  vice  have  no  reafon 
to  triumph,  in  fuppofing  a  whole 
nation  accustomed  to  commit  un- 
natural murders,  without  a  fenfe  of 
wrong. 

The  arreoys  were  no  lefs  hofpi- 
table  than  luxurious,  and  it  was 
not  for  want  of  invitation  that  we 
did  not  partake  of  their  refresh- 
ments. We  rambled  in  the  coun- 
try till  fun-iet,  and  then  returned 
to  the  fhip,  which  Mahine,  the 
woman,  and  the  other  Indian  paf- 
fengers  had  novv  left.  The  next 
moi  ning  a  great  number  of  natives 
came  to  the  fhip  in  their  canoes, 
among  whom  were  many  women, 
who  remained  with  the  failors. 
At  Huahine  the  commerce  of  this 
kind  had  been  very  inconfiderable, 
and  chiefly  confined  to  women  who 
were  only  on  a  vifit  to  that  ifland  ; 
it  was  therefore  refumed  here  with 
the  greateft  eagernefs  by  our  crew. 
We  pafTed  the  day  on  an  excurfion 
to  the  northward,  where  we  fhot 
feveral  wi'd  ducks,  and  met  with 
a  holpitable  reception  in  different 
cottages. 

The  next  was  a  fine  day,  de- 
lightfully tempered  by  a  ftrcng 
eailerly  gale.  We  received  the 
vifits  of  Orea  and  all  his  family,  of 
Boba,  the  viceroy  of  the  ifUnd  of 
O-Taha.,  and  of  Teina,  the  fair 
dancing- woman,  whofe  pifture 
Mr.  Hodges  had  formerly  attempt- 
ed  to   draw.     Boba   was   a    tall, 

hand- 
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nandfome  young  man,   a  native  of 
Borabora,   related    to   Poonee,   the 
kin?  of  chat  ifland;   and  conqueror 
of  Raietea  and  Taha.    Marine  has 
frequently    told    u-,     that     he     is 
deigned     to     be     the    fucceffbr   of 
O-Poone,    whofe     only    daughter 
Maiwherua,    faid   to    be   a  \oung 
bea    ttfal  princefs ,  twel  ve  years  old, 
he  is  to   marry.     Boba  was  at  pre- 
fent  an  arreoy,  and  kept  the  lively 
Ten- a    as    his   miftrefs,    vvho    was 
with    child   in  confluence.     We 
entered  into  convetfation  with  her 
on  the  cuftom   of  killing  the   off-" 
fpring    of  an    arreoy.     The    (hort 
dialogue  which  P  /Ted    brt^vem   u3 
was  couched  in  the  moil  rim  pie  ex- 
preffions,  becaufe  we  had  not  fuffi- 
cienc  knowledge  of  the  language 
to  difcourfe  of  abftrad  iJeas.      For 
the    fame    reafon  all   our  rhetoric 
was  exhauited  in  a  fev.'  moments, 
and  had   no  other  effetf,    than   to 
draw  the  following  concern  from 
Teina-mai:   "  th  tour  eatua  (dei- 
ty) ;n  England  might   perhaps   be 
offended  by  the  practice  of  the  ar- 
reoys  ;   but  that  her'i  was  r.c. 
pleafed    with   it.      Shs   proi 
"-■-,   if  we   woufd  come 
England    to    fel  child,   (he 

■  p:rhaps  keen  it  alive,  pro- 
viaed  we  gave  her  a  hatchet,  a 
.nan,  and  iome  red  feathers." 
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In  a  former  voltpnc  we  have  given 
Readers  an  account  of  the  man- 
ners and  cujloms  of  the  natives  of 
Otaheite.  Js  fome  fads  in  thct 
account  appear  to  have  been  mij- 
reprefented.  -zve  think  it  r.ecef- 
Jary  10  c.dd  the  following  ■  . 
from  Captain  Cook 's  laji  Voyage. 

GREAT   irjuftice   has    been 
done  the  women  of  Otaheite 
and  the  Society  Ifles,  by  thofe  who* 


have    reprefented    them,    without 
exception,  as   ready   to   grant  the 
lait  favour   to  any  man    who  will 
come  ud  to  their  price       But  this 
is  by  no  means    the   cafe;   the    fa- 
vours of  married  women,   and  alfo 
the   unmarried  of  the   b-'ter  fort 
are  as  difficult  to  be  obtained  here 
as  in    any  other  country  whatever. 
Neither  can  the  charge   be  under- 
ftood  lnd-friminateiy    cf  the   un- 
married  of   the    lower   dafs      for 
many  of  thefe  admit  of  ro  foch  ft- 
milunt.es.      That  there  are  profti- 
tutes  here,  as  well  as  in  other  coun- 
tries, is  very  true,  perhaps  ..  ore  in 
proportion,    and   fuch   were    thofe 
*ho  came    on   boa-d   the  mips    to 
our    people,     and    frequ^td    the 
pc.'l   we  had  on  (bore.     By    feeing 
tnefe    mix     indifcriminately     with 
thole   of  a  different  torn,  even  of 
the  firlt  rank,  one  is,   a:  firlt,   in- 
clined to  think    thai    they   are   all 
difpofed    the  fame  way,   and    that 
the  only  d-.rF-renc*  is  in   the  orice. 
But  the  tiuth  is   the    wo  ..an'  who 
becomes  a  p.-oilitute,  does  not  feem, 
in    their   opinion,     to    have    com- 
mitted a  Crime  of  f0  deep  a  dye  as 
^deher  iYj.n  the  e'.tcvrn  and 
fociety  of  the  community  in  gene- 
ral.      On   the    whole,    a   ltranger 
who    vifits   England    migfct,    with 
equal  jullice,  draw  the    characters 
of  the    women    ther-,    from   thofe 
vynich    he    might    meet    with    on 
board  the  lhips  in  one  of  the  n  ival 
ports,  or  in  .„<  0fCc 

Garden  and  D  uryLue.  I  , 
however,  aio.v  that  :r:?v  are  a  1 
completely  verf-d  in  the  art  of  co- 
quetry, and  that  very  few  of 
them  fix  any  bound i  to  their  con- 
verfation.  It  is.  t  e  sf<  .  no  won- 
der that  they  have  obtained  the 
character  of  libertines. 

F  2  KATURAL 
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Account  of  a  Woman  in  the  Shire 
of  Rofs,  living  'without  Food  or 
Drink. 

From  the  Philofophical  Tranfuclions. 

JANET  Mac  Leod,  unmar- 
ried, aged  thirty-three  years 
and  fome  months,  daughter  of 
Donald  Mac  Leod,  tenant  in 
Croick,  in  the  parifh  of  Kincar- 
dine, and  fhire  of  Rofs  ;  in  the, 
fifteenth  year  of  her  age  had  a 
pretty  fharp  epileptic  fit:  fhe  had 
till  then  been  in  perfeft  health, 
and  continued  fo  till  about  four 
years  thereafter,  when  fhe  had  a 
fecond  fit,  which  lafted  a  whole 
day  and  night;  and  a  few  days 
afterwards,  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
fever  of  feveral  weeks  continuance, 
from  which  fhe  had  a  flow  and  very 
tedious  recovery  of  feveral  months. 
During  this  period  fhe  loft  the 
natural  power  of  her  eye-lids,  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  keeping  them 
open  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand, 
when  fhe  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  other,  went  out,  or  wanted  to 
look  about  her  ;  in  every  other 
refpedt  fhe  was  in  health  and  tole- 
r  iole  fpirits,  only  here  it  may  be 
fit  to  remark,  that  fhe  never  had 
tie  le^ft  appearance  of  the  mcnfes, 
but  periodically  fpit  up  blood  in 
pretty  large  quantities,  and  at  the 
:im:  it  flowed  from  the  nofe. 
'i  hia  vicarious  difcharge,  accord- 


ing to  her  mother's  report,  hap- 
pened regularly  every  month  for 
feveral  years. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  little 
before  which  time  the  abovemen- 
ticned  periodical  difcharge  had  dif- 
appeared,  fhe  had  a  fhort  third 
epileptic  fit,  which  was  imme- 
diately fucceeded  by  a  fever  of 
about  a  week's  continuance,  and 
of  which  fhe  recovered  fo  flowly 
that  fhe  had  not  been  out  of  doors 
till  fix  weeks  after  the  crifis  ; 
when,  without  the  knowledge  of 
her  parents  or  any  of  the  family 
(who  were  all  bufied  in  the  harveft- 
field)  fhe  ftole  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  bound  the  corn  of*a  ridge  be- 
fore they  obfervcd  her.  On  that 
fame  evening  ihe  took  to  her  bed, 
complaining  much  of  her  heart  and 
head ;  and  fince,  fhe  has  never 
rifen  out  of  it  except  when  lifted, 
has  feldom  fpoken  a  word,  and 
has  had  fo  little  craving  for  food, 
that  at  firft  it  was  by  downright 
compulfion  her  parents  could  get 
her  to  take  as  much  as  would  fup- 
port  a  fucking  infant :  afterwards 
fhe  gradually  fell  off  from  taking 
even  that  fmall  quantity  ;  info- 
much  that,  at  Whitfuntide  1763, 
ihe  totally  refufed  food  and  drink, 
and  her  jaw  became  fo  faft  locked, 
that  it  was  with  the  greateit  diffi- 
culty her  father  was  able  with  a 
knife  or  other  methods  to  open  her 
teeth  fo  as   to  admit  a  little  thin 

gruel 
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gruel  or  whey,  and  of  which  fo 
much  generally  run  out  at  the  cor- 
ners of  her  mouth,  that  they  could 
not  be  fenfible  that  any  of  it  had 
been  fwallowed. 

Much  about  this  time,  that  is, 
about  four  years  ago,  they  got  a 
bottle  of  the  water  from  a  noted 
medicinal  fpring  in  Brea-mar,  of 
which  they  endeavoured  to  get  her 
to  fwallow  a  part,  by  pouring  fome 
out  of  a  fpoon  between  her  lips 
(her  jaws  all  the  while  fall-locked) 
but  it  all  run  our.  With  this, 
however,  they  rubbed  her  throat 
and  jaws,  and  continued  the  trial 
to  make  her  fwallow,  rubbing  her 
throat  with  the  water  that  run  out 
of  her  mouth  for  three  mornings 
together.  On  the  third  morning 
during  this  operation,  fhe  cried, 
Give  me  more  water ;  when  all 
that  remained  of  the  bottle  was 
given  her,  which  fhe  fwallowed 
with  eafe.  Thefe  were  the  only 
words  fhe  fpoke  for  almoft  a  year, 
and  ihe  continued  to  mutter  fome 
more  (which  her  parents  under- 
ftood)  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
after  which  (he  fpoke  none,  and 
rejected,  as  formerly,  all  forts  of 
nouriihment  and  drink,  till  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  July  1765, 
when  a  fifter  of  her's  thought,  by 
fome  figns  that  fhe  made,  that  lhe 
wanted  her  jaws  opened  ;  which 
her  father,  not  without  violence, 
got  done,  by  putting  the  handle 
of  a  horn-fpeon  between  her  teeth. 
She  faid  then,  intelligibly,  Give 
me  a  drink  ;  and  drank  with  eafe, 
and  all  at  one  draught,  about  an 
Englifh  pint  of  water.  Her  fa:her 
then  afked  her,  why  ihe  would  not 
make  fome  figns,  although  (he 
could  not  fpeak,  when  fhe  wanted 
a  drink?  She  anfwered,  why 
Ihould  lhe  when  fhe  had  no  de- 


fire.  At  this  period  they  kept  the 
jaws  afunder  with  a  bit  of  wood, 
imagining  fhe  got  her  fpeech  by 
her  jaws  being  opened,  and  con- 
tinued them  thus  wedged  for  about 
twenty  days,  though  in  the  firft  four 
or  five  days  fhe  had  wholly  loft  the 
power  of  utterance.  At  laft  they 
removed  the  wedge,  as  it  gave  her 
uneafinefs,  and  made  her  lips  fore. 
At  this  time  fhe  was  fenfible  of 
every  thing  cone  or  faid  about 
her  ;  and  when  her  eye-lids  were 
opened  for  her,  fhe  knew  every 
body:  and  when  the  neighbours' 
in  their  vifits  would  be  bemoaning 
her  condition,  they  could  obferve 
a  tear  ftand  in  her  eye. 

In  fome  of  the  attempts  to  open 
her  jaws,  two  of  the  under  fore- 
teeth were  forced  out  ;  of  which 
opening  they  often  endeavoured 
to  avail  themfelves  by  putting 
fome  thin  nourifhing  drink  into 
her  mouth  ;  but  without  effect, 
for  it  always  returned  by  the  cor- 
ners ;  and,  about  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  they  thought  of  thrufting  a 
little  dough  of  oatmeal  through 
this  gap  of  the  teeth,  which  fhe 
would  retain  a  few  feconds,  and 
then  return  with  fomething  like 
a  llraining  to  vomit,  without  one 
particle  going  down  :  nor  has  the 
family  been  fenfible,  though  ob- 
fervii.g,  of  any  appearance  like 
that  of  fwaliowing,  for  now  four 
years,  excepting  the  fmall  draught 
of  Brea-mar  water  and  the  Engiifh 
pint  of  common  water;  and  for 
the  laft  three  years  fhe  has  no:  had 
any  evacuation  by  itooi  or  urine, 
except  that,  once  or  twice  a  weekt 
fhe  has  paffed  a  few  drops  of  urine, 
as  the  parents  exprefs  :t,  about  -s 
much  as  would  wee  the  iur^ee  of 
a  half-penny  ;  and  even  fmall  as 
this  quantity  is,  it  b'ives  her  fom 
F3  unea*  - 
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uneafinefs  till    fhe    voids   it  :    for 
they    know    all    her    motions   and 
when    they    fee   her    thus    uneafy, 
they  carry    h*r  to  the  door   of  the 
houfe,   v.  here:  fhe  makes  th.  fe  few 
drops.      Nor  have  thev,  in  all  ihf  fe 
three  year;.,    ever    difcovered    the 
fmalleft   wetting   in    her    bed  ;    in 
proof  of  which,     notwithiiai  d'r  g 
her  beirg  fo  ;png  bed-ridden,  there- 
has    never   been  the   leall  excoria- 
tion, though  fhe  never  attempt?  to 
turn  herfelf,   or  makes  any  motion 
with  hand,   head,  or  foot,    but  lies 
like  a  Ibg  of  wood.     Her  pulfe  to- 
day,  which,  with  fome  diffkulry  1 
felt  (he-  i::0iher  at   this  time  hav- 
ing raifed  h»r,   and   fu   ported  her 
in  her  bed)  is  dirtinct  ano  regular, 
flow,   ard   to  the  extremeft  degree 
fmall.      Her  countenance  is  clear 
and  pretty  frefh,    her   features    not 
dishgu'ed  nor  fu>.k  ;   herfk  n  feels 
natural,    both    as     to     tov.ch    and 
warmth  ;  ard  to  my  ^ftonifhment, 
when  I  came  to  examine  her  body, 
for  I  expected  to  feel  a  fkeleton,  1 
foii.d    her  breafl  round,  and  pro- 
minent,   like    thofe   of  a    healthy 
young    woman';    her    lfg?,    arm.^, 
and  thighs,   not  at  all  emaciated  ; 
the  abdomen  f  mew  hat  tun.  id,  and 
th"  lhiikles  tenfe  :  her  knees  bent, 
and    her    han.-flrings     tig.hr    as    a 
bow-firing;   her  heels  almoft  dole 
to  the  nates.     When   they'ftruggle 
with  her,  toput  a  little  water  with- 
in her  lips,  they  obferve  fometimes 
a  dewv    foftnefs  on   her  fk  n  ;   (he 
fleeps  much,  and  very  quiet  ;   but 
when    awake     keeps     a     conllant 
whimperinglike  anew-  born  weakly 
infant,   and    fometimes  mskes    an 
effort   to    cough.      At    prefect    no 
degree  of  llrength  can  force   open 
hejjaws.    I  put  the  point  of  m)  lit- 
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t!c  finger  into  the  gap  in  her  teeth, 
a>  d  found  the  t<  ngue,  as  far  as  I 
coiled   ic«.ch,  icft  and  moifl  ;   a     I 
did     with     my    other     fingeis    the 
month    ar.d    cheeks    quite    to    the 
back  teeth.     She  never  can  remain 
a  mom' nt  on  her  back,   but  a! 
falls  to  one  fide   or  to    the  other; 
and   uhen   her   mother  fat  behind 
hei  in  the  beo,   and   furp  rted  her 
while  I  was   examining    her  1 
hei  head  hui.gdown,  with  he    eLin 
dole    to    hci    breafl,  r,or    could   I 
with  any  force  move  it  backwaids, 
the  anterior    mufcles   of  the  neck 
being  rigid,   like   a   ptr'on   in   the 
unprojihot onos,   and   in    this   pciture 
fhe  conftantly  lies. 

The  above  cafe  was  taken  in 
writing  this  diy,  at  the  diieafed 
woman's  bed  fide,  from  the  mouths 
of  her  fathe'  and  mother,  who  are 
kno^n  to  be  people  of  great 
city,  and  are  unuer  no  temptation 
to  dece.^e  ;  for  they  neither  aft, 
expect,  or  get  any  thing  :  their 
fituation  is  a  very  great 
moi  t  hcatiou  to  t^iem,  and  uri'.er- 
fally  known  and  regretted  by  all 
their  neighbours.  1  haa  olong 
with  me,  as  inrerpreters  *,  Mr. 
Robertfon,  a  very  diicreet.yi  > 
g'nileman,  eludl  Ion  tc 
lltr  cl  the  parifh,  ar.i  Da\idR.;s, 
at    the    Craig    cf    !  to.  , 

the  r  neighbour,  and     re   of    t.  e 
elders  ot  ihe  parifh,   v. 
from   hs  own   kno 
is    ttbrve  1    .        i  .;.     j  1 

fituation    and    appearances  ei    tne 

.;    were    <.  an  lull)    ex  . 
th:s  2   ft  of  October,  1767,    by  Dr. 
Alexander    Mackenzie,    ph. 
tit  New  Tarbat  ;  who  lil 
the  month   of  October,    1772,  be- 
ing informed  that  the  patient  was 


*  The  family  fpoke  only  Eife. 
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recovering  and  are  and  drank,  vi- 
iited  her,  and  found  her  condition 
to  be  as  follows  : — About  a  year 
preceding  this  Jaft  date,  her  parents 
one  day  returning  from  their  coun- 
try labours,  (having  \th  their 
daughter  as  for  fome  years  before 
fixed  to  her  bed)  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  her  fitting  on  her 
hams,  on  the  fide  of  the  houfe  op- 
pofite  to  her  bed-place,  fpinning 
with  her  mother's  diftaiF.  Jafked, 
whether  file  ever  ate  or  drank  ? 
whether  the  had  any  of  the  natu- 
ral evacuations  ?  whether  fhe  ever 
fpoke  or  attempted  to  fpeak  ?  And 
was  anfwered,  that  fhe  fometiines 
crumbled  a  bit  of  o.tt  or  barley 
cake  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  as 
if  to  feed  a  chicken  ;  that  lhe  put 
little  crumbs  of  this  into  the  gap 
of  her  teeth,  rolled  them  about 
for  fome  time  in  her  mouth,  and 
then  fucked  out  of  the  palm  of  her 
hand  a  little  water,  whey,  or  milk ; 
and  this  once  or  twice  a  day,  and 
even  that  by  compulfion  :  that  the 
egefta  were  in  proportion  to  the 
ingefta  ;  that  fhe  never  attempt- 
ed to  fpeak  ;  that  her  jaws  were 
ftill  f<-.ft-locked,  her  ham-ilrings 
tight  as  befo-e,  and  her  eyes  fhut. 
On  myopenirg  hereye-lid?  I  found 
the  eye-balls  turned  up  under  the 
edge  of  the  es  ft  otitis,  her  counte- 
nance ghaftly,  her  complexion  pale, 
her  fkin  lhrivelled  and  dry,  and 
her  whole  perfon  rather  emaciated  ; 
her  pulfe  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
to  be  ft-!:.  She  feemed  fenfible 
and  traclsble  in  every  thing,  ex- 
cept in  taking  food  ;  for,  at  my 
requeft,  fhe  went  through  her  dif- 
ferent exerciies,  fpinning  on  the 
diitaff",  and  crawling  about  on  her 
hams,  by  the  wall  of  the  houfe, 
with  the  help  of  her  hands :  but 
v.  hen  fhe  was  defired  to  eat,  fhe 


fhewed  the  greateft  reluctance,  and 
indeed  cried  before  fhe  yielded  ; 
and  this  was  no  more  than,  as  I 
have  iaid,  to  take  a  few  crumbs  as 
to  feed  a  bird,  and  to  fuck  half  a 
fpoonful  of  milk  from  the  palm  of 
her  hand.  On  the  whole,  her 
exigence  was  little  lefs  wonderful 
bow  than  when  ]  fir  ft  faw  her, 
when  (he  had  not  fwallowed  the 
fmaiieft  particle  of  food  for  years 
together.  I  attributed  her  thin- 
nefs  and  wan  complexion,  that  is, 
the  great  change  or'  her  looks  from 
what  I  had  firit  ieen  when  fixed  to 
her  bed,  to  her  exhautling  too 
much  of  tbefaliva  by  fpinning  flax 
on    th«  .,   and    therefore   re- 

commended her  being  totally  con- 
fined to  fpinning  w  ol  :  this  lhe 
does  with  tequal  dexerity  as  fhe 
did  the  flax.  The  above  was  her 
fituation  in  October,  1772  ;  and 
within  thefe  eight  days  1  nave 
been  told  by  a  neighbour  of  her 
father's,  that  fhe  till  continues  in, 
the  fame  way,  without  any  addi- 
tion to  her  lupport,  and  wiihouc 
any  additional  ailment. 

New    Tartar, 

April  3,  1775,    AtEx.  Mackenzie. 

At    Croick,     the  fifteenth   Day    of 
'June,  1775. 

TO  authenticate  the  hiftory  fet 
forth  in  the  preceding  pages,  Do- 
nald Mac  Leod,  Eiq.  ot  Granics, 
fherifFdepute  of  Rofs-fhire,  George 
Munro,  Eiq.  of  Cuteain,  Simon 
Rofs,  Eiq.  of  Gladfield,  Captain 
George  Sutherland  of  Elphin,  all 
jultices  of  the  peace ;  Meflieurs 
William  Smith,  preacher- of  the 
gofpel,  John  Barclay  writer  in 
Tain,  Hugh  Rofs  iludent  of  di- 
vinity, ana  Alexander  Mac  Leod, 
did  come  to  this  place,  accompa- 

F  4  nied 
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nied  by  the  above  Dr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  phyfician  at  New  Tar- 
bat,  and  after  explaining  the  pur- 
port and  meaning  of  the  above 
hiftory  to  Donald  Mac  Leod,  father 
tojanec  Mac  Leod  above-mention- 
ed, and  to  David  Rofs,  elder,  in 
the  parifh of  Kincardine,  wholives 
in  the  clofe  neighbourhood  of  this 
place,  and  was  one  of  the  doctor's 
original  interpreters  ;  they,  to  our 
full  fatisfaclion,  after  a  minute  ex- 
amination, authenticate  all  the  fadls 
fet  forth  in  the  above  account:  and, 
for  our  further  fatisfa&ion,  we  had 
Janet  Mac  Leod  brought  out  be- 
fore us  to  the  open  air,  when  the 
do&or  difcovered  a  very  great  im- 
provement in  her  looks  and  health 
iince  the  period  of  his  having  feen 
her  laft,  as  now  fhe  walked  tolera- 
bly upright,  with  a  little  hold  by 
the  wall.  And  notwithstanding 
her  age,  which,  upon  enquiry,  we 
found  to  be  exactly  as  fet  forth  in 
the  above  account,  hercountenance 
and  looks  would  have  denoted  her 
not  to  be  above  twenty  years  of 
age  at  mod.  At  prefent,  the  quan- 
tity of  food  fhe  ufes  is  not  above 
what  would  be  ncceffary  for  the 
fuftenance  of  an  infant  of  two  years 
of  age.  And  we  do  report,  from 
our  knowledge  of  the  above  men, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
that  full  faith  and  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  every  article  of  the  above 
hiftory. 

William  Smith, 
John  Barclay,  N.  P. 
Hugh  Ross, 
Alexander  MacLeod, 
Donald  Mac  Leod,  Sh.  Dep. 
George  Munro,  J.  P. 
Simon  Ross,  J.  P. 
George  Sutherland,  J.  P. 
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Account  of    Per/Ins    ix;bo   could  not 
diflinguijh  Colours. 

From  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftiot\s. 

London, 
SIR,  Jan.  15,  1---. 

Read  Feb.  1  h\X7  HEN  I  had  the 
1 777-  \  V     pleafure  of  wait- 

ing on  you  laft  winter,  1  had  hopes 
before  now  of  giving  you  a  more 
perfect  account  of  the  peculiarity 
of  vifion  which  I  then  mentioned 
to  you,  in  a  perfon  of  my  acquaint- 
ance in  the  North  :  however,  if  I 
give  you  now  the  bed  I  am  able, 
I  perfuade  myftlf  you  will  pardon 
the  delay. 

I  promifed  to  procure  you  a 
written  account  from  the  perfon 
himfeif,  but  this  I  was  unfortu- 
nately difappointed  in,  by  his  dy- 
ing fuddeniy  of  a  pleurify  a  fhort 
timeaftermy  return  tothecountry. 
You  will  recollect  I  told  you 
that  this  perfon  lived  at  Mary- 
port  in  Cumberland,  near  which 
place,  ius:.  at  Allonby,  T  myfelf 
live,  and  having  known  him  about 
ten  years,  have  had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  converfing  with  him. 
His  name  was  Harris,  by  trade 
a  fhoe-maker.  I  had  often  heard 
from  others  that  he  could  difcern 
the  form  and  magnitude  of  all  ob- 
jects very  diftinctly,  but  could  not 
diftinguifh  colours.  This  report 
having  excited  my  curioiity,  I  con- 
verfed  with  him  frequently  on  the 
fubject.  The  account  he  gave  was 
this  :  That  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve other  perfons  faw  fomething 
in  objects  which  he  could  not  fee-; 
that  their  language  feem^d  to  mark 
qualities  with  confidence  and  pre- 
cifion,  which  he  could  only  guefs 
at  with  hefitation,  and  frequently 
with  error.     His  firft  fufpicion   of 

this 
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this  arofe  when  he  was  about  four 
years  old.  Having  by  accident 
found  in  the  ftreet  a  child 'd  (locking, 
he  carried  it  to  a  neighbouring 
houie  to  inquire  for  the  owner  :  he 
observed  the  people  called  it  a 
red  flocking,  chough  he  did  not 
understand  why  they  gave  it  that 
denomination,  as  he  him  (elf  thought 
it  completely  described  by  being 
called  a  flocking.  The  circum- 
ftance,  however,  remained  in  his 
memory,  and  together  with  fub- 
iequent  obfervations  led  him  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  defedt.  As 
the  idea  of  colours  is  among  the 
firft  that  enters  the  mind,  it  may 
perhaps  feem  extraordinary  that  he 
did  not  obferve  his  want  of  it  (till 
earlier.  This,  however,  may  in 
fome  nieafure  be  accounted  for  from 
the  circumltance  of  hip  family  be- 
ing Quakers,  among  whom  a  ge- 
neral uniformity  of  colours  is  known 
to  prevail. 

He  obferved  alfo  that,  when 
young,  other  children  could  difcern 
cherries  on  a  tree  by  fome  pretend- 
ed difference  of  colour,  though  he 
could  only  dittinguifh  thern  from 
the  leaves  by  their  difference  of 
fize  and  fhape.  He  obferved  alfo, 
that  by  means  of  this  difference  of 
colour  they  could  fee  the  cherries 
at  a  greater  diftance  than  he  could, 
though  he  could  fee  other  objects 
at  as  great  a  diftance  as  they;  that 
is,  where  the  fight  was  not  alfilted 
by  the  colour.  Large  objects  he 
could  fee  as  well  as  other  perfons  ; 
and  even  the  imaller  ones,  if  they 
were  not  enveloped  in  other  things, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  cherries  amo;ig 
the  leaves. 

I  believe  he  could  never  do  more 
than  guefs  the  name  of  any  co- 
lour; yet  he  could  diftinguiih  white 
from    black,    or    black  from  any 
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light  or  bright  colour.  Dove  or 
flraw-colour  he  called  white,  agi 
different  colours  he  frequently  cal- 
led by  the  fame  name  :  yet  he 
could  diicern  a  aifference  between 
them  when  placed  together.  In 
general,  colours  of  an  equal  degree 
of  brightnefs,  however  they  might 
ocherwife  differ,  he  frequently  con- 
founded together.  Yet  a  ltriped 
ribbon  he  could  dillinguifh  from  a 
plain  one  ;  but  he  could  not  tell 
what  the  colours  were  with  any 
tolerable  exaclnefs.  Dark  colours 
in  general  he  often  miltook  for 
black,  but  never  imagined  white 
to  be  a  dark  colour,  nor  a  dark  to 
be  a  white  colour. 

He  was  an  intelligent  man,  and 
very  defirous  of  underftanding  the 
nature  of  light  and  colours,  for 
which  end  he  had  attended  a  courfe 
of  lectures  in  natural  philofophy. 

He  had  two  brothers  in  the  fame 
circumftances  as  to  figh: ;  and  two 
other  brothers  and  filters  who,  as 
well  as  their  parents,  had  nothing 
of  this  defect. 

One  of  the  firlt  mentioned  bro- 
thers, who  is  now  living,  is  mailer 
of  a  trading  veiTel  belonging  to 
Mary-port.  I  met  with  him  in 
December  1776,  at  Dublin,  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  converfing 
with  him.  Iwifhed  to  try  his  ca- 
pacity to  diflinguifh  the  colours  in 
a  prifm,  but  not  having  one  by 
me,  I  afked  him,  whether  he  had 
ever  feen  a  rain-bow  ?  He  replied, 
he  had  often,  and  could  diftinguifh 
the  different  colours ;  meaning  on- 
ly, that  it  was  compofed  of  diffe- 
rent colours,  for  he  could  not  tell 
what  they  were. 

I  then  procured  and  lhewed  him 
a  piece  of  ribbon  :  he  immediately, 
without  any  difficulty,  pronounced 
it  a  ltriped  and  not  a  plain  ribbon. 

He 
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He  then   attempted   to    name   the  of  this  matter,  and  not  to  render  it 

rent  ftripes :   the  feveral  ft/ipes  more  wonderful  than  it  really  is. 

of  u  bite  he  uniformly,  and  without  Ic  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  ex- 

hefuation,  called  white  :   the  four  perimtnt  of  the  ltriped  ribbon  was 

black  ftripes  he   was   deceived   in,  made  in  the  day-time,  and   in    a 

for  three  of  them  he  thought  brown,  good  light, 

though    they  were  exactly   of  the  I  am,  SIR,  &c. 
fame  ihade  with  the  other,  which 

he    properly    called     black.       He — — "— 

fpoke,  however,  with  diffidence  as 

to  all  thofe  ftripes  ;  and  it  mult  be  ^  Account  of  a  Journey  into  A.  ;ca 

owned,  the  black  was  not  very  di-  f'omthe  ^ape  ./Good-Hope,  and 

Hind:   the  light   green    he  called  *   Dejcr^uon  cfa  new   Species  of 

yellow  ;  but  he  was  no:  very  t  >fi-  Cuckow.  By  Dr.  Andreas Sparr- 

live:   he    faid,   »  I    think    this  is  man,«  ,  °f  tB*    RoJal,   Academy  of 

what  you  call  yellow."     The  mid-  Stockholm,    tn  a  Letter  to  Dr. 

die  ftripe,  which  had  a  flight  tinge  Jonn  Reirncld  Forfter,  F.  R.  S. 

of  red,  he  called   a  fort   of  blue.  „          ._.,.,.,_,       .     . 

But  he  was  moft  of  ail  deceived  by  From  the  P&'¥>pi>"*  Tranfa^ons. 

the  orange  colour;  of  this  he  fpoke  .16,1776. 

xery  confidently,   faying,    "  This  Dear  Sir,                 G^ttenburgh. 

is    the    colour    of    grafs  ;    this    is  Read  Dec.  19, 1T>  EING  returned  to 

green."     I  alio  fheued  him  a  great  J776-         fj  my  i.ative  country 

variety    of  ribbor.s,  the  colour  of  after  an  abience  of  five  years  from 

which  he  fometimes  named   right-  it,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  2" 

ly,    and    fometimes   as    dfferently  fhortaccountofmyexpeditionir.ro 

as  poffible  from  the  true  colours.  Africa,  which  I  undertook  foon  af- 

I  afked  him,  whether  he  in^a-  ter  parting  with  you  at  the  Cape 
gined  it  poffible  for  ail  the  various  of  Good-Hope.  The  voyage  rcur.d 
colour?  he  faw,  to  be  mere  differ-  the  world,  of  which  I  fhared  the 
ence  cf  light  and  fhxde  ;  whether  perils  and  pkalures  with  you,  had 
he  thought  they  could  be  various  only  m.de  me  moie  eager  to  con- 
degrees  between  white  and  black;  tir.ue  my  rambles  in  queft  of  new 
and  that  all  colours  could  be  com-  difcoveries.  I  fet  out  therefore 
pofed  of  thtfe  two  mixtures  only  ?  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
With  fome  heiitation  he  replied,  Cape-town  in  the  beginning  of 
r.o,  he  did  imagine  there  was  fome  Auguft  1775,  with  no  other  corn- 
other  difference.  pany  than   the    fon   of  the  Dutch 

I  could  not  conveniently  procure  Lieutenant  Emelman,  who  had  for- 

from    this  perion    an    account    in  merly    accompanied     my     learned 

writing;     but    I     have    given   his  frie:  d  Dr.  Thur  berg  on   a  fimilar 

own  words,  having  fet  them  down  journev,   and  fome  Hottentots  who 

in  writing  immediately.     Belides,  took  care  of  my  oxen, 

as  this  cohverlation  happened  only  The  firfl  misfortune  I  met  with 

the  10th  of  Jdft  month,   it  is  ftiil  w..s    the  lofs  of   tne  thermometer 

frefh  in  my  memory.     I  have  en-  which  you  had  left  me,  and  which 

deavourcd  to  give  a  faithful  account  broke  before  I  had  reached  the  hot- 
bath.. 
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bath.     This  was  only  a  prelude  to  miles,  where  we  had  greater  fport 

;   r    6 .H rtfles.                       ought  than    any     German     i.rir.ce    could 

,   that  the  ever    boa      of.       On  that  route  I 

]ike   bad    not  been    experienced  in  penetrated  farther  into  the  country 

t;,    col    ...  wii          the    memory  of  tiun   any  of  my  predeceliors,  hav- 

nian,  and   it   obliged  the  inhabi-  Jng    gi        ,        hundred  mi  es   be- 

tants  to  leav<    their  count;)-!...:..  >o;id  the  1  ait  Ch.utia.  's  oi  Dutch- 

A  great  part  of  their  cattle  j  erifhe  I  man's  nut,  m.o  :h.-  uiftnct  of  the 

for  want  of  gi    is  and  water,   aic  1  Yellow    or   („s    th^y    are    vulgarly 

ha  c   frequent  j    fuffered   the  molt  ca. ltd)  Chinefe Hottentots. 

r3girg    tbirft   in     the    hot    defarts  The  gre.it    b<  fF..loes    which  in- 

■   vericd  ;  bu     I    was   coo  habit  the  wilds  of  Africa,  do  not 

well  feafoi  ec  during  tne  voyage  to  appear  to  me  to  diffei   in  any  re- 

the    hardihips  of    a    icjincy  fj    fl    Irom    the    N:  rth    Americ-a 

.    I    e  fat-gues  of  travel-  Bhon,  al  hough  J    have  feen  great 

e    :  numbers  of  them.     Ihuelikewife 

Then                               rtune  whuh  found  a  Ipecies  of  pole-cat  on  that 

thi   d                                                   i  con.intitt  whi.h  Lii  nasus  calls  ^7- 

f  the  vege-  'verra  Puto  ius,   contrary  to  M.  De 

m.      Far   from    being  Buffon's    up.r.ion,    who    feems     to 

fofbrtuna.e      Dr.  Thunberg,  who  confine    tnis  at  -mal  and  its  fpecies 

ha    ad                                       :.ecies  to  America-.     Lv  the  fea-fide  I  was 

toihe  Flora  Cap en/is,   I  found  t\ery  fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  Mana- 

thing   burnt  up,  and   oniy  in    the  tee  alive,  notwuhltanding  the  aiffi- 

forefts  n.e:   uith  lone  pe  <- .             bit  h    milt   attend  the  cap- 

rernial  plants  which   were   new  to  ture  of  fuch   .n   unwieloy  at  imal. 

me,  ana    whi  h,    u^ot'  a  rev  |  i)  of  1  h^re  I  I  ike  wife  law  fome  iflanJs, 

that  get  itleman's  herbal,   1  believe  on     which    I  was  toid  an    Englifh 

are  i  kewife  unknown  to  him.     Of  fc  p   n  ^    been   loft.     Thei'e  i  fu£- 

;>ou   fpeci-  peeled  a.  h  ft  to  be    nzDodduigtor.s  ; 

iriei.s  as  loon  as  1  car.  l,                  o  but  afterwards  hnu  region  to  doubt 

bring    m.     collection      ntc    fome  it,   thoi     iflands  being  fuppofed  to 

kind  ol  order.    On  the  other  hand,  lie  in  a  more  foutherly  latitude. 

i           been  fortunate  with  anin        ,  1  have  haa  opp  rtunitiesof  mak- 

aiiC  i                   in     he  elais  of  qua-  ing  man)  curious  and  valuable  ob- 

diuj.                      I  not  ipeak  of  nons  leivaiior^  relative    to  the  different 

and  othei   beaili    ol  prey,  which  I  tribes  ol  Hottentots,  their  cecono- 

have  frequentl)  feen  in  broad  day  my,   hunting  matches,  and  other 

light,  aid  heard  roaring  about  me  cuftoms;   en  account  of  which,  to- 

at  nigh:,   cough     hey   never    vtn-  gv.iier  uith   fome   rema-ks  on  the 

tureo  to  attack  our  cattle.     But  it  natural hiliory  of  the  elephant,  the 

was  c hi.  ii y   an               _•    antelopes  rhinoceros,  ~nd   other  animals,   I 

and    animals   of   that    fort   that    I  intend  to  prepare  for  the  prefs.     I 

hui  led.      Mr.  Emelman   and  my-  am    poffelTed  of  an  accurate  map 

fell,   with  nine  Hottentots,  a  wag-  of  that  part  of  Africa  which  I  have 

gon  drawn  by  feveral  pairs  of  oxen,  vifiied,    containing   all    the    hills, 

and   feveral   hunting  horie>,   bap-  together  with  the  imalleft  rivulets, 

piiy   traverfed    a    delart    of   iirty  as  far  as  the  Bay  de  la  Goa,  which, 

I  think, 
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I  think,  will  be  a  great  addition 
to  the  woik.  I  only  regret  that  I 
was  not  able  to  draw  the  obje&s  of 
natural  hiftory,  and  have  an  hun- 
dred rimes  wilhed  that  your  fon 
had  been  with  me  for  this  purpofe. 

As  I  had  been  upwards  of  nine 
months  on  this  journey,  at  my  re- 
turn to  the  Cape  I  found  that  my 
acquaintance  had  given  upall  hopes 
of  feeing  me  again,  having  had  no 
tidings  of  me  tor  fo  long  a  fpace 
of  time.  Notwithftanding  the 
many  dangers  to  which  I  had  been 
expofed  on  this  expedition,  I  af- 
iure  you  I  was  greatly  tempted  to 
flay  another  year,  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing more  fuccefiful  in  botanical 
difcoveries.  However,  the  pro- 
fpecl  of  fecuring  the  fpoils  which 
I  had  collected,  prevailed  on  me 
to  relinquifh  that  fcheme.  Indeed 
I  little  thought  at  that  time  that  the 
greateft  danger  awaited  my  collec- 
tion in  Sweden.  A  few  days  ago  a 
great  part  of  it  has  been  damaged 
here  by  fire,  which  has  been  parti- 
cularly fatal  to  my  (luffed  birds, 
having  deltroyed  fome  which  were 
not  yet  defcribed. 

As  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  pleafure  which  e\ery  new  tiif- 
covery  in  the  hiltory  of  nature  gives 
you,  I  take  this  early  opportunity 
of  expreffing  the  re.tdinefs  with 
which  I  wiih  to  contribute  to  your 
fitisfadion,  anu  have  fubjoined  to 
this  letter  an  account  of  a  curious 
bird,  a  fpecies  of  Cuckow,  which 
1  have  faved  out  of  the  fire.  I 
enly  beg  that  you  will  confider  it  as 
an  earned  of  more  important  com- 
munications, as  foon  as  the  hurry 
©f  my  affairs  will  permit  me  to 
bring  my  papers  into  order.  Jn 
the  mean  time  if  you  fhould  think 


that  account,  and  the  annexed 
drawing,  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  Royal  Society,  I  fhould  be 
greatly  flattered  if  you  would  do 
me  the  honour  to  lay  it  before  that 
learned  bouy. 

With  the  greateft  efteern  I  remain,  Sec. 

The  HiJIory  of  the  Honey-Guide,  or 
Cuculus  Indicator. 

THIS  curious  fpecies  of  Cuckow 
is  found  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 
the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  being 
entirely  unknown  at  that  fettle- 
men  t.  The  firft  place  where  I 
heard  of  it  was  in  a  wood,  called 
the  Groot  V adder's Bofcb,  the  Gi and 
Father's  Wood,  fuuated  in  a  de- 
fart  near  the  river  which  the  Hot- 
tentots call  2"' 'kaut 'Aai '.  TheDutch 
fettlers  there-abouts  have  given 
this  bird  the  name  of  Honig- nxyscer, 
orHoney-guide,  from  its  quality  of 
diicoveringwild  honey  to  travellers. 
Its  colour  has  nothing  finking  or 
beautiful,  as  will  appear  from  the 
defcription  and  drawing  annexed  ; 
and  its  fize  is  confiderably  fmaller 
than  that  of  our  Cuckow  in  Eu- 
rope :  but  in  return,  the  inftincl 
which  prompts  it  to  feek  its  food 
in  a  fitigular  manner,  is  truly  ad- 
mirable. Not  only  the  Dutch  and 
Hottentots,  but  likewile  a  fpecies 
of  quadruped,  which  the  Dutch 
name  a  Rate/*,  are  frequently  con- 
ducted to  wild  bee-hives  by  this 
bird,  which  as  it  were  pilots  them 
to  the  very  fpot.  The  honey  be- 
ing its  favourite  food,  its  own  in- 
tereil  prompts  it  to  be  in ltru mental 
in  robbing  the  hive,  as  fome  fcraps 
are  commonly  left  for  its  fupport. 


Probably  a  ne>v  fpecies  of  badger. 
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The  morning  and  evening  are  its 
times  of  feeding,  and  it  is  then 
heard  calling  in  a  fhrill  tone  cherr, 
therr,  which  the  honey-hunters 
carefully  attend  ro  as  the  fummons 
to  the  chace.  From  time  to  time 
they  anfwer  with  a  foft  whittle, 
which  the  bird  hearing,  always 
continues  its  note.  As  foon  as 
they  are  in  fight  of  each  other,  the 
bird  gradually  flutters  towards  the 
place  where  the  hive  is  fituated, 
continually  repeating  its  former 
call*  of  cherry  cberr :  nay,  if  it 
fhould  happen  to  have  gained  a 
confiderable  way  before  the  men 
(who  may  eafily  be  hindered  in 
the  purfuit  by  butties,  rivers,  and 
the  like)  it  returns  to  them  again, 
and  redoubles  its  note,  as  if  to  re- 
proach them  with  their  inactivity. 
At  lad  the  bird  is  obferved  to  ho- 
ver for  a  few  moments  over  a  cer- 
tain fpot,  and  then  filently  retir- 
ing to  a  neighbouring  bufh  or 
other  reding  place,  the  hunters  are 
fure  of  finding  the  bees  nett  in  that 
identical  fpot,  whether  it  be  in  a 
tree,  or  in  the  crevice  of  a  rock, 
or  (as  is  moll  commonly  the  cafe) 
in  the  earth.  Whilit  the  hunters 
are  bul'v  in  taking  the  honey,  the 
bird  ia  feen  looking  on  attentively 
to  what  is  going  forward,  and 
waiting  for  its  fhare  of  the  fpoil. 
The  bee-hunters  never  fail  to  leave 
a  fmall  portion  for  their  conductor, 
but  commonly  take  care  not  to 
leave  fo  much  as  would  fatisfy  its 
hunger.  The  bird's  appetite  being 
only  whetted  by  this  parfimony,  it 
is  obliged  to  commit  a  fecond  trea- 
fon,  by  difcovering  another  bees- 
nett,  in  hopes  of  a  better  falary. 
It  is  further  obferved,  that  the 
nearer  the  bird  approaches  th« 
hidden  hive,  the  more  frequently 


it  repeats  its  call,  and  feems  more 
impatient. 

I  have  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  feeing  this  bird,  and  have 
been  witnefsof  thedeftru&ion  of  fe- 
veral  republicks  of  bees,  by  means 
of  its  treachery.  I  had  however 
but  two  opportunities  of  fhooting 
it,  which  I  did  to  the  great  indig- 
nation of  my  Hottentots.  From 
thofe  fpecimens  (both  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  females)  I  have 
made  the  fubfjquent  defcription. 
The  inhabitants  in  general  accufe 
the  fame  bird  of  fometimes  con- 
ducting its  followers  where  wild 
beads  and  venomous  ferpents  have 
their  places  of  abode  :  this  how- 
ever I  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
afcertainingmyfelf ;  but  am  apt  to 
believe  fuch  cafes  to  be  accidental, 
when  dangerous  animals  happen  to 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  bees- 
neft. 

Whi'tt  I  ttaid  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Africa,  a  nefl:  was  fhewn 
to  me,  which  feme  peafants  aflur- 
ed  me  was  the  neft  of  a  Honey- 
guide.  It  was  woven  of  flender 
filaments  or  fibres  of  bark,  in  the 
form  of  a  bottle.  The  neck  and 
opening  hung  downwards,  and  a 
firing  in  an  arched  fhape  was  fuf- 
pended  acrofs  the  opening,  fattened 
by  the  two  ends,  perhaps  for  the 
bird  to  perch  upon. 


Defcriptio  Cuculi  Indicatoris. 

ROSTRUM  crafliufculum,  verfus 
bafin  tufcum,  apice  luteum. 
Angulus  oris  ufque  infra  oculos 

extenfus. 

Nares  pottremae  ad  bafin  rofiri, 

fu  pre  mac  vicinae  u    carii  u  a 

dorfali  faltem  feparerentur., 

oblon^je, 
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mum  C'tudas  circiter  feptem   un- 
cias  pedis  Ar  '^iicani  explet. 
Rojlrum  a  bafi  fuperiore  ad  apicem 
femunciale. 


oblongce,    margine    promi- 
nulo. 
Pili    aliquot    ad    bafin    rofbi, 
p'lccipue  in  mandibula  in- 
feriore. 
Lingua  plana,   fubfagittata. 
Oculorum  irides  ferrugmeo-grifea;. 
Palpedra?  nudse,   nigra;. 
iW*f  nigri,fcanforii.  Tibia  breves; 

Ungues  tenucs,   nigri. 
Pileus  jaete  griieus  e  pennis  brevi- 

bus  Iatiufcvilis. 
Gula,   Jugulum,  Peflus,  fordide  al- 
ba,  cum  aliquO  virore  vix  nou- 
bili  i.1  p  61   r  -. 
Dorfum    et    Uropygium    ferrugineo- 

grifca. 
Abdomen,   Crijfumqiie  alba. 
Femora  tecia  pennis  albis,   macula 

longitudinal  nigra  notatis. 
Alarum  ieclrices  fuperiores  omnes 
grifeo-fufcas,  exceptis  fumsnis 
aliquot  qua;  flavis  apicibus  for- 
mant  mdcutam fiuvam  in  hume- 
ris,  exiguam,  et  a  plumis  fcapu- 
*aribus  f;epe  teclam. 

Teclrices  infra    alam    aibidse, 
harum   fupremae  ex  albido 
nigrbque  maculata;. 
Remiges  omnes  fupra  fufci,  pri- 
mal ii  octj,    fecundarii  iex, 
fubtus  cinereofuici. 
Alulae  grifeo-fufcae. 
CVWacuneiformis,  rectricibusduo- 
deci.11  :  harum   duse  intermedia; 
longiores  angutliores,     fupra    et 
infra  asruginofoKfufcae ;  proximo; 
dux  fuliginofac,  margine  interi- 
ore   albicantes :     dua;    utrir.que 
bis   proximo,   albas,    apice    fuf- 
ca:,  et  exterius  ad  bafin  macula 
nigra  notatae ;  extima    utrinque 
reliquis  brevior,  alba,   apics  fu- 
fca,   macula   nigra  vix   alia  ad 
bafin. 
wtf/^- complicate  caudrrpartem  quar- 

tam  at'inguat. 
Ltngitudo  ab  apice  roftri  ad  extre- 


An  Account   of  the  late  Earthquake  ; 
by  Dr.  Percival,  e/"  Manchester. 

ON  Sunday,  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, at  II  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  a  fevere  (hock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  here,  which 
extended  itfelf  through  a  circuit 
of  more  than  300  miles.  The 
morning  was  unclouded  and  fe- 
rene,  the  wind  was  eafterly,  but 
fuddenly  veered  into  the  oppofite 
quarter,  about  the  time  of 
earthquake  ;  and  the  air  was  tem- 
perately warm,  without  any  ful- 
phure>  us,  or  other  ofFenfive  va- 
pours. 

The  Summer  has  been  cold  and 
wet;  but  towards  the  end  of  Au- 
guft,  the  weather  changed,  and 
has  continued  dry  and  pleafaot, 
with  few  intermifTions  to  the  pie- 
fent  time  September  26, 
The  Aurora  Borealis  has  not  of:en 
appealed,  and  florins  of  thunder 
and  lightening  have  been  uncom- 
monly rare.  Two  months  ago,  ri 
water  fpouc  is  faid  to  have  ' 
near  Huddersfieid,  a  town  in. 
Yo.kfhire,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  diitant  from  Man- 
chester. 

During  the  fpace  of  three  week; 
before  the  earthquake,  vegetation 
was  obferved  to  be  uncommonly 
vigorous.  On  the  Saturday  p:c- 
cedine  it,  an  electrical  machine 
collected  more  fire  than  it  had 
ever  been  known  to  do  before. 

Different  churches  in  this  town 

feen  to  have  been  very  d;.lf.jrent!y 

fted  by  the  iheck.     St.  John's 

Church 
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Church  was  mod,  St.  Paul's  leaft 
agitated.  The  former  is  built  of 
ftone  upon  a  dry  rocky  founda- 
tion ;  and  the  galleries  are  fup- 
ported  with  pillars  of  call  iron. 
The  latter  is  a  brick  building  ; 
has  a  clayey  wet  foundation,  and 
a  common  fewer  runs  under  it. 
Four  leaden  fpouts  alfo,  which 
convey  rain  from  the  roof,  appear 
to  p.;fs  into  the  ground.  I  fi^y 
appear  to  pafs,  becauf.-  at  the  bot- 
tom they  are  ccered  with  wood, 
and  the  clergyman  of  the  church 
has  not  yet  afcerrained  '.he  fact. 

The  bell  of  St.  Mary's  Church, 
was  heard  to  ring  during  the  fhock. 
An  electrical  rod  paffes  through 
the  fteeple,  which  may  perhaps  ac- 
count for  this  peculiarity. 

The  fhock  was  trifling  at  my 
country  houfe  at  Hart- Hill,  which 
has  many  high  trees  about  it; 
whereas  it  was  feverely  felt  at  a 
gentleman's  houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, not  lb  circumftanced. 

A  noife  was  antecedent  to  the 
concuffion,  and  gave  the  alarm  to 
many  perfons,  who  were  infrnfible 
of  the  fhock.  It  was  particularly 
loud  in  feveral  houfes  which  have 
electrical  conductors. 

Few  travellers,  either  on  ho-fe 
back  or  in  carriages,  perceived  the 
earthquake.  The  pafTage  bo:it  upon 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater's  canal 
was  flopped  in  its  courle,  as  if  it 
had  itruck  upon  a  cable,  or  other 
obitacle.  Many  perfons  feemed  to 
be  electrified  by  the  fhock;  and 
wandering  rheumatic  pains  fuc- 
ceeded  it. 

A  lady  received  a  fudden  ftroke 
on  her  head,  during  the  earth- 
quake. She  was  lianding  in  a 
clofet,  on  the  outfide  wall  of  which, 
oppoute  to  her  head,  a  leaden  fpout 


terminated,  fo  as  to  form  an  im- 
perfect conductor. 

I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
whofe  cattle  graze  in  a  large  p.\f- 
ture  near  his  houfe,  that  he  i  fa- 
ffed them  to  be  ex  eelingly  agi- 
tated before  the  earthquake;  and 
that  previous  to  it,  they  all  ran  to 
their  ufual  place  of  fhelter  in 
ftorms. 

Thefs  facts  cannot  be  explained 
by  any  fuppofirion  of  fermentations 
or  explofions  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  unle&  they  b"  c&n-fid  -ed  as 
agents  in  the  production  and  accu- 
mulation of  the  electrical  fluid: 
and  many  of  the  n  fee  n  to  confirm 
the  theory  of  Dr.  S'.uckeley  and 
Signior  Beccaria, concerning  earth- 
quakes. But  in  whatever  manner 
fuch  awful  and  tremendous  eve  its 
may  be  accounted  for,  the  pious 
philofopher,  when  he  contemplates 
them,  extends  h;s  views  beyond 
all  fecondary  caufes;  anddirecti  'g 
them  to  the  great  Author  of  tne 
univerfe,  regards  the  laws  of  na- 
ture only  as  the  exertions  of  his 
divine  energy. 

%*  My  fiiend  Dr.  PrieiUey,  to 
whom  I  have  communicated  the 
preceding  obfervation?,  ai.d  who 
is  much  better  acquainted  with 
electricity  than  I  am,  feems  to  be 
fully  fatisfied  that  the  late  earth- 
quake is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  any 
iubterranean  caufe.  And  he  is  per- 
fuaded  that  he  fhall  be  able  to  pro- 
duce fimilar  phenomena,  by  means 
of  a  moil  powerful  and  magnifi- 
cent electrical  machine,  now  in 
the  poffeffion  of  Lord  Shelburne, 
from  which  he  has  feen  (parks 
taken  in  the  open  air,  at  the  di- 
ilance  of  twenty  inches. 

Tho.  Psrcival. 
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An  Account  of  the  Tenia,  or  long 
Tape  Worm,  and  of  the  Method 
of  treating  it,  as  praclifed  at  Mo- 
rat  in  Switzerland. 

THE  Tenia,  or  long  Tape- 
worm, on  account  of  its  ex- 
traordinary fize  and  the  capacity  of 
reproduction,  not  only  excites  the 
mod  alarming  fymptoms  in  thofe 
whom  it  infeds,  but  is  alfo  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  expel.  A  me- 
thod for  effecting  this  purpofe  was 
a  few  years  ago  pra&ifed  on  the 
continent  with  fo  great  fuccef>,  by 
Madame  Nouffer,  that  the  king  of 
France  was  induced  to  make  the 
acquifition  of  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  Her  method  of  cure 
Confided  in  the  occafional  ufe  of  a 
foup,  a  clyder,  fpecific,  and  a 
purging  bolus,  which  are  thus  de- 
scribed. 

No.  1.     The  Soup. 

Take  a  point  and  a  half  of  wa- 
ter, two  or  three  ounces  of  good 
fredi  butter,  and  two  ounces  of 
bread  cut  in  thin  dices,  add  to  this 
fait  enough  to  feafon  it,  and  then 
borl  it  over  the  fire  to  the  confidence 
of  panada. 

No.  2.     The  Clyfter. 

Take  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  and  boil  them 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
mixing  with  it  a  little  fait,  and 
when  drained  off,  add  two  ounces 
of  olive  oil. 

No.  3.     The  Specific. 

Take  two  or  three  drams  of  the 
xoot  of  the  male  fern,  gathered  in 
autumn,  and  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder,  in  four  or  fix  ounces  of 
water  didilled  from  fern,  or  the 
flowers  of  the  line  tree.  It  will 
be  right  for  the  patient  to  drink 
two  or  three  times  of  the  fame  wa- 
ter, rincing  his  glafs  with  it,  fo 
that  none  of  the  powder  may  re- 
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main  either  in  the  glafs  or  his 
mouth. 

No  4.  The  purgativeBolus. 

Take  of  the  panacea  of  mercury 
fourteen  times  fublimed,  and  feleft 
refin  of  fcammony  each  ten  grains; 
of  frefti  and  good  gamboge  fix  or 
feven  grains ;  reduce  each  of  thefs 
iubilances  feparately  into  powder, 
and  then  mix  them  with  fome  con- 
ferve  into  a  bolus. 

With  refpeft  to  the  ufe  of  thofc 
remedies,  we  meet  with  the  follow- 
ing information. 

Madame  Nouffer  requires  of  her 
patients  no  particular  preparation 
till  the  day  before  they  are  to  take 
the  remedy.  That  day  they  are  to 
avoid  all  aliment  after  dinner,  till 
about  feven  or  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  when  they  are  to  take  the 
foup,  No.  1';  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  this,  (he  gives  them  a 
bifcuit  and  a  glafs  of  white  wine, 
either  pure  or  mixed  with  water  ; 
die  even  gives  water  alone  to  thofe 
who  have  not  been  accudomed  to 
wine.  If  the  patient  has  not  been 
to  dool  that  day,  or  is  naturally 
codive,  (which  is  not  ufual  how- 
ever with  patients  in  this  way)  Ma- 
dame Nouffer  directs  the  ufe  of  the 
clyder,  No.  2,  after  which  the  pa- 
tient is  to  go  to  bed. 

Early  the  next  morning,  about 
eight  or  nine  hours  after  the  fupper 
of  the  preceding  evening,  the  pa- 
tient takes  the  fpecific,  No.  3,  in 
bed,  and  to  avoid  the  naufea  which 
this  medicine  fometimes  occafions, 
it  will  be  right  for  him  to  chew  le- 
mon or  fomethingelfethat  is  agree- 
able to  him,  Or  he  may  wafh  his 
mouth  with  any  thing  he  like;, 
but  he  mud  be  careful  not  to  fwal- 
low  any  thing.  He  may  like- 
wife  fmell  to  vinegar,  to  chech 
the  ficknefs  ;  but  if,  notwithllanda 
ing  all  his  efforts,  the  naufea  con- 
tinue?, 
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tlnues,  and  he  is  obliged  to  throw 
up  the  fpecific,  it  will  be  right  for 
him  to  take  a  frefh  dofe   of  it,  as 
foon   as  the  ficknefs  is    gone  off, 
and  then  he  mould  try  to  go  to  fleep. 
About  two  hours  after  this,  he  mult 
get  up,  and  take   the  purging  bo- 
lus No.  4.  at  one  or  two  different 
times,   warning  it  down  with  one 
or   two   dimes  of  weak  green  tea, 
and  walking  afterwards  about  his 
chamber. — When  the  bolus  begins 
to  operate,  the  patient  is  defired  to 
take  a  dim    of  the  fame  tea  occa- 
lionally,  until   the  worm  is  expel- 
led ;   then,  and    not    before,  Ma- 
dame Nouffer  gives   him    broth  or 
foup,  and  he  is  directed  to  dine  as 
is  ufual  after  taking  phyfic.     After 
dinner  he  may  either   lie   down  or 
walk,  taking  care  to  condudl  him- 
felf  difcreeily,    to   eat    but    little 
fupper,  and  to  avoid  every    thing 
that  is  not  eafy  of  digeflion. 

The  cure  is  then  compleat,  but 
it  is  not  always  effected  with  the 
lame  quicknefs  in  every  fubjecf. 
He  who  has  not  kept  down  the 
whole  bolus,  or  who  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  purged  by  it,  ought  to  take* 
four  hours  after  it,  from  two  to 
eight  drachms  of  Epfom  fait  dif- 
folved  in  boiling  water.  The  dofe 
of  this  fait  may  be  varied  accord- 
ing to  the  temperament  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  patient. 

If  the  worm  mould  not  come 
away  in  a  bundle,  but  in  the  form 
of  a  thread  (which  particularly 
happens  when  the  worm  is  involved 
in  much  tenacious  mucus),  the  pa- 
tient muft  continue  to  fit  upon  the 
clofe-ftool  without  attempting  to 
<3rawitaway,  drinking  at  the  fame 
time  warm  weak  tea:  fometimes 
this  alone  is  not  fufricient,  and  the 
patient  is  obliged  to  take  another 
dofe  of  purging  fait,  but  without 
Vol.  XX.    17-7, 


varying  his  pofition  till  the  worm 
is  wholly  expelled. 

It  is  unufual  for  patients  who 
have  kept  down  both  the  fpecific 
and  purging  dofe,  not  to  difcharge 
the  worm  before  dinner  time.  This 
however  fometimes  happens  when 
the  dead  worm  remains  in  large 
bundles  in  the  interlines,  fo  that 
the  faeces  becoming  more  limpid 
towards  the  end  of  the  purging^ 
pafs  by  it  without  drawing  it  with 
them.  The  patient  may  in  this 
cafe  eat  his  dinner  }  and  it  has 
been  obferved  that  the  food,  join- 
ed to  the  ufe  of  a  clyfler,  ha3 
brought  about  the  expulfion  of  the 
worm. 

Sometimes  the  worm  is  brought 
away  by  the  action  of  the  fpecific 
alone,  before  the  patient  has  taken 
the  purging  bolus  ;  when  this  hap- 
pens, Madame  Nouffer  only  gives 
two  thirds  of  it,  or  fubftitutes  the 
fait  in  its  itead. 

Patients  muft  not  be  alarmed  by 
any  fenfation  of  heat  or  uneafinefs 
they  may  feel  during  the  action  of 
the  remedy,  either  before  or  after 
a  copious  evacuation,  or  juft  as  they 
are  about  to  void  the  worm; 
Thefe  fenfations  are  tranfitory,  and 
go  off  of  their  own  accord,  cr  by 
the  afhftance  of  the  vapour  of  vine- 
gar drawn  in  at  the  nofe. 

They  who  have  vomited  both 
the  fpecific  and  boluSj  or  who  have 
kept  down  only  a  part  of  them, 
fometimes  do  not  void  the  worm, 
that  day.  Madame  Nouffer  there- 
fore diredts  them  to  take  again 
that  night  the  foup  No.  1.  the 
wine  and  bifcuit,  and,  if  circum- 
ftances  require  it,  theclyfter  No.  2.. 
if  the  worm  does  not  come  away 
during  the  night,  fhe  gives  them 
early  the  next  morning  another 
defe  of  the  fpecific,  and  two  hours 
G  after- 
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afterwards,  fix  drachms  or  an  ounce 
of  purging  fait,  repeating  the 
whole  procefs  of  the  preceding 
day,  excepting  the  bolus,  which 
fhe  fuppreffes. 

She  obferves,  that  very  hot  wea- 
ther diminiflies  in  fome  degree  the 
action  of  her  remedy,  fhe  therefore 
prefers  the  month  of  September  for 
adminiftering  it;  but  as  fhe  has 
not  been  always  able  to  chufe  the 
feafon,  and  has  been  fometimes 
obliged  to  undertake  the  care  of 
patients  in  the  hotteft  days  of  fum- 
mer,  fhe  then  gave  her  fpecific  very 
early  in  the  morning  ;  and  with 
this  precaution  fhe  faw  no  differ- 
ence in  its  effects. 


A  Dcfcripiion  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  Remarks  on  the  Se- 
cond Sight  of  the  Inhabitants.  By 
Dr.  Beattie. 

THE  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  a  picturefque,  but  in 
general  a  melancholy  country. 
Long  tracts  of  mountainous  defert, 
covered  with  dark  heath,  and  of- 
ten obfcured  by  miily  weather  ; 
narrow  valleys,  thinly  inhabited, 
and  bounded  by  precipices,  re- 
founding  with  the  fall  of  torrents  ; 
a  foil  fo  rugged  and  a  climate  fo 
dreary,  as  in  many  parts  to  admit 
neither  the  amufements  of  paftur- 
age,  nor  the  labours  of  agriculture  ; 
the  mournful  dafhingof  waves  along 
the  friths  and  lakes  that  interfect 
the  country  ;  the  portentous  noifes 
which  every  change  of  the  wind, 
and  every  increafe  and  diminution 
of  the  waters  is  apt  to  raiie  in  a 
lonely  region  full  of  echoes  and 
rocks  and  caverns ;  the  grotefque 
and  ghaflly  appearance  of  fuch  a 
landfcape  by  the  light  of  the  moon : 
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objects  like  thefe  diffufe  a  gloom 
0¥er  the  fancy,  which  may  be  com- 
patible enough  with  occalional  and 
focial  merriment,  but  cannot  fail 
to  tindlure  the  thoughts  of  a  native 
in  the  hour  of  filence  and  folitude. 
If  thefe  people  notwithftanding 
their  reformation  in  religion,  and 
more  frequent  intercourse  with 
ftrangers,  do  flill  retain  many  of 
their  eld  fuperftitions,  we  need 
not  doubt  but  in  former  times  they 
mud  have  been  much  more  inflav- 
ed  to  the  horrors  of  imagination, 
when  befet  with  the  bugbears  of 
Popery,  and  the  darknefs  of  Paga- 
nifm.  Mod  of  their  fuperftitions 
are  of  a  melancholy  call.  That 
fecond fight  wherewith  fome  of  them 
are  flill  fuppofed  to  be  haunted,  i3 
confidered  by  themfelves  as  a  mif- 
fortune,  on  account  of  the  many 
dreadful  images  it  is  faid  to 
obtrude  upon  the  fancy.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  inhabitants  of 
fome  of  the  Alpine  regions  do 
likewife  lay  claim  to  a  fort  of  fecond 
fight.  Nor  is  it  wonderful,  that 
perfons  of  lively  imagination,  im- 
mured in  deep  folitude,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  the  ilupendous  Icene- 
ry  of  clouds,  precipices  and  tor- 
rents, fhould  dream,  even  when 
they  think  themfelves  awake,  of 
thofefew  flriking  ideas  with  which 
their  lonely  lives  are  diverfified  ; 
ofcorpfes,  funeral  procefiions  and 
other  fubjects  of  terror  ;  or  of  mar- 
riages, and  the  arrival  of  ftrangers, 
and  fuch  like  matters  of  more 
agreeable  curiofity. 

Let  it  be  obferved  alfo  that  the 
ancient  Highlanders  of  Scotland 
had  hardly  any  other  way  of  fup- 
porting  themfelves,  than  by  hunt- 
ing, fifhing,  or  war ;  profeftions 
that  are  continually  expoied  to  fa- 
tal    accidents. — And    hence,    no 
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doubt  additional  horrors  would  of- 
ten haunt  their  folitude,  and  a 
deeper  gloom  overfhadow  the  ima- 
gination even  of  the  hardieil  na- 
tive. 

I  do  not  find  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  reality  of  J'econd  Jigbt,  or 
at  leall  of  what  is  commonly  un- 
derllood  by  that  term.  A  treatile 
en  the  lulled,  was  published  in 
the  year  1762,  in  which  many 
tales  were  told  of  perfons  whom 
the  author  believed  to  have  been 
favoured,  or  haunted,  with  thefe 
illuminations  ;  but  moft  of  the  tales 
were  trifling  and  ridiculous  ;  and 
the  whole  work  betrayed,  on  the 
part  of  the  compiler,  luch  extreme 
credulity,  as  could  not  fail  to  pre- 
judice many  readers  again  ft  hi* 
lylfem. 

That  any  of  thefe  vifionaries 
are  liable  to  be  fwayed  in  their 
declarations  by  finifter  views,  I 
will  not  fay  ;  though  a  gentleman 
of  character  affured  me,  chat  one 
of  them  offered  to  fell  him  this  un- 
accountable talent  for  halt  a  cry.',  n. 
Eut  this  I  think  may  be  faid  with 
confidence,  that  none  but  ignorant 
people  pretend  to  be  gifted  in  (his 
way.  And  in  them  it  may  be  no- 
thing more,  perhaps,  than  fhort 
fits  of  fudden  fleep  or  drewzinefs, 
attended  with  lively  dreams,  and 
aiiling  from  fome  bodily  diforder, 
the  effect  of  kilenefs,  low  fpirits, 
or  a  gloomy  imagination.  For  it 
is  admitted  even  by  the  moll  cre- 
dulous Highlanders,  that  as  know- 
ledge and  indullry  are  propagated 
in  their  country,  the  fecend  light 
difappears  in  proportion  :  and  no- 
body ever  laid  claim  to  this  fa- 
culty, who  was  much  employed  in 
the  intercourfe  of  focial  life.  Nor 
is  it  at  all  extraordinary,  that  one 
fbould  luve  the  appearance  of  be- 


ing awake,  and  fhould  even  think 
one's  feli  {o,  during  thefe  fits  of 
dozing ;  or  that  they  fhould  come 
on  fuddeniy,  and  wiiile  one  is  en- 
gaged in  fome  bulinefs.  The  fame 
thing  happens  to  perfons  much  fa- 
tigued, or  long  kept  awake,  who 
frequently  fall  aileep  for  a  mo- 
ment, or  for  a  longer  fpace,  while 
they  are  Handing,  or  walking,  or 
riding  on  horfeback.  Add  but 
a  lively  dream  to  this  flumber,  and 
(which  is  the  frequent  effefl  of 
difeafe)  take  away  the  confeiouf- 
nefs  of  having  been  afleep,  and  a 
fuperftitious  man.  who  is  always 
hearing  and  believing  tales  of  fe- 
cond  fight,  may  ealily  miftake  his 
dream  for  a  waking  virion  ;  which, 
however,  is  foon  forgotten,  when 
no  fubfequent  occurrence  recalls  ic 
to  his  memory  ;  but  which,  if  i% 
fhall  be  thought  to  refemble  any 
future  event,  exalts  the  poor  dreamer 
into  a  Highland  prophet.  This 
conceit  makes  him  more  reclufe 
and  more  melancholy  than,  ever  ; 
and  fo  feeds  his  difeafe,  at.l  mul- 
tiplies his  vifions ;  which,  if  they 
are  not  diifipated  by  bufinefs  or  fo- 
ciety,  may  continue  to  haunt  him 
as  long  as  he  lives,  ana  which,  in 
their  progrefs,  through  the  neigh- 
bourhood, receive  fome  new  tinc- 
ture of  the  marvellous,  from  every 
mouth  that  promotes  their  circula- 
tion. As  to  the  prophetical  na- 
ture of  this  fecond  fight,  it  cannot 
be  admitted  at  all.  That  the  Dei- 
ty fhould  work  a  miracle,  in  order 
to  give  intimation  of  the  frivolous 
things  that  thefe  tales  are  made  up 
of,  the  arrival  of  a  lt.anger,  the 
nailing  of  a  coffin,  or  the  colour 
of  a  foit  of  clothes  ;  and  that 
thefe  intimations  fhould  be  given 
for  no  end,  and  to  thofe  perfons 
only  who  are  idle  and  folit3ry,  who 
G  2  fpeak 
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fpeak  Erfe,  or  who  live  among 
mountains  and  deferts,  is  like  no- 
thing in  nature  or  providence  that 
we  are  acquainted  with  ;  and  muft 
therefore,  unlefs  it  were  confirmed 
by  fatisfa&ory  proof  (which  is  not 
the  cafe)  be  rejected  as  abfurd  and 
incredible. 

The  vifions,  fuch  as  they  are, 
may  reafonably  enough  be  aicribed 
to  a  diltempered  fancy.  And  that 
in  them,  as  well  as  in  our  ordinary 
dreams,  certain  appearances  inould, 
on  fome  rare  occafions,  refemble 
certain  events,  is  to  be  expe&ed 
from  the  laws  of  chance ;  and 
feems  to  have  in  it  nothing  more 
marvellous  or  fupernatural  than  that 
the  parrot,  who  deals  out  his  fcur- 
xilities  at  random,  fhould  fome- 
iimes  happen  to  falute  the  paffenger 
by  his  right  appellation. 


Of  the  Mines  in  Mexico  and  Peru. 

FromD  '.Rcbcrtfon s Hijlorj  :f  America. 

OF  all  the  methods  by  which 
riches  may  be  acquired,  that 
of  fearching  for  the  precious  me- 
tals is  one  of  the  molt  inviting  to 
men,  who  are  either  unaccuftomed 
to  the  regular  afliduity  with  which 
the  culture  of  the  earth,  and  the 
operations  of  commerce  muft  be 
carried  on,  or  fo  enterprifing 
and  rapacious,  as  not  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  the  gradual  returns  of 
profit  which  they  yield.  According- 
ly, as  foon  as  the  feveral  countries 
in  America  were  fubje&ed  to  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  this  was  al- 
moft  the  only  method  of  acquir- 
ing wealth  which  occurred  to  the 
adventurers,  by  whom  they  were 
conquered.  Such  provinces  of  the 
continent  as  did  not  allure  them  to 
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fettle,  by  the  profpeft  of  their  af- 
fording gold  and  filver,  were  to- 
tally neglected.  Thofe  in  which 
they  met  with  a  difappointment  of 
the  fanguine  expectations  they  had 
formed,  were  abandoned.  Even 
the  value  of  the  iflands,  the  firft 
fruits  of  their  difcoveries,  and  the 
firft  object  of  their  attention,  funk 
fo  much  in  their  eftimaticn,  when 
the  mines  which  they  had  opened 
there  were  exhausted,  that  they 
were  deferted  by  many  of  the  plan- 
ters, and  left  to  be  occupied  by 
more  induftrious  poffeffors.  All 
crowded  to  Mexico  and  Peru,  where 
the  vaft  quantities  of  gold  and  fil- 
ver found  among  the  natives,  who 
fearched  for  them  with  little  in- 
duftry,  and  lefs  &iM,  promifed  an 
unexhaufted  ftore,  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  more  intelligent  and  per- 
severing efforts. 

During;  feveral  years,  the  ar- 
dour of  their  refearches  was  kept 
up  by  hope,  rather  than  fuccefs. 
At  length,  the  rich  filver  mines 
of  Potofi,  in  Peru,  were  acciden- 
tally difcovered  in  the  year  1545, 
by  an  Indian,  as  he  was  clamber- 
ing up  the  mountain,  in  purfuit  ofa 
Llama  which  had  ftrayed  from  his 
flock.  Soon  after  the  mines  of 
Sacotecas,  in  New  Spain,  little 
inferior  to  the  other  in  value,  were 
opened.  From  that  time,  fuccef- 
five  difcoveries  have  been  made  in 
both  colonies,  and  filver  mines  are 
now  fo  numerous,  that  the  working 
of  them,  and  of  fome  few  mines  of 
gold  in  the  provinces  of  Tierra 
Firma,  and  the  new  kingdom  of 
Granada,  has  become  the  capital 
occupation  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
is  reduced  into  a  fyftem  no  lefs 
complicated  than  interefting.  To 
defcribe  the  nature  of  the  various 
ores,  the  mode  of  extracting  them 
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from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and 
to  explain  the  feveral  procefles  by 
which  the  metals  are  feparaced  from 
the  fubilances  with  which  they  are 
mingled,  either  by  the  action  of 
fire,  or  the  attractive  powers  of 
mercury,  is  the  province  of  the  na- 
tural philofopher  or  chymiir,  ra- 
ther than  of  the  hiftorian. 

The  exuberant  profufion  with 
which  the  mountains  of  the  New 
"World  poured  forth  their  treafures, 
aftonifhed  mankind,  accuftomed 
.hitherto  to  receive  a  penurious  fup- 
ply  of  the  precious  metals,  from 
the  more  fcanty  ftores  contained  in 
the  mines  of  the  ancient  hemi- 
fphere.  According  to  principles 
of  computation,  which  appear  to 
be  extremely  moderate,  the  quan- 
tity of  gold  and  filver  that  has  been 
regularly  entered  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  is  equal  in  value  to  four 
millions  fterling  annually,  reckon- 
ing from  the  year  1492,  in  which 
America  was  difcovered,  to  the 
prefent  time.  This  in  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  years,  amounts 
to  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-two 
millions.  Immenfe  as  this  fum 
is,  the  Spanifh  writers  contend., 
that  as  much  more  ought  to  be  ad- 
ded to  it,  in  confideration  of  the 
treafure  which  has  been  extracted 
from  the  mines,  without  paying 
duty  to  the  king.  By  this  account, 
Spain  has  drawn  from  the  New 
World  a  fupply  of  wealth,  amount- 
ing at  leaft  to  two  thoufand  mil- 
lions of  ponnds  fterling. 

The  mines,  which  have  yielded 
this  amazing  quantity  of  treafure, 
are  not  worked  at  the  expence  of 
the  crown,  or  of  the  public.  In 
order  to  encourage  private  adven- 
turers, the  perfon  who  difcovers  a 
new  vein,  is  entitled  to  the  pro- 
perty of  it.    Upon  laying  hi<„  claim 


before  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince, a  certain  extent  of  land  is 
meafured  off,  and  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Indians  allotted  him,  under 
the  obligation  of  his  opening  the 
mine  within  a  limited  time,  and 
of  his  paying  the  cuilomary  duty 
to  the  king,  for  what  it  lhall  pro- 
duce. Invited  by  the  facility  with 
which  fuch  grants  are  obtained, 
and  encouraged  by  fome  finking 
examples  of  fucceis  in  this  line  of 
adventure  ;  not  only  the  (anguine 
and  the  bold,  hut  the  timid  and 
diffident  enter  upon  it  with  allo- 
n idling  ardour..  With  vaft  ob- 
jects always  in  view,  fed  conti- 
nually with  hope,  and  expecting 
every  moment  that  fortune  will 
unveil  her  fecret  ftores,  and  give 
them  up  to  their  wifhes,  they 
deem  every  other  occupation  inii- 
pid  arid  urunterelting..  The  charms 
of  this  purfuit,  like  the  rage  for 
deep  play,  are  fo  bewitching,  and 
take  fuch  full  pofTeflionof  the  mind, 
as  even  to  give  a  new  bent  to  the 
natural  temper.  Under  its  in- 
fluence, the  cautious  become  enter- 
prizing,  and  the  covetous  profufe. 
Powerful  as  this  charm  naturally 
is,  its  force  is  augmented  by  the 
arts  of  an  order  of  men  known  i$ 
Peru,  by  the  cant  name  of  ft arch- 
ers. Thefe  are  commonly  perfons 
of  defperate  fortunes,  wfio,  avail- 
ing themfelves  of  fome  flcill  in 
mineralogy,  accompanied  with  the 
infinuating  manner,  and  confident 
pretenfions  peculiar  .to  projectors., 
addrefs  the  wealthy  and  the  .cre- 
dulous. By  plaufible  defcriptions 
of  the  appearances  which  they  have 
difcovered  of  rich  veins  hitherto 
unexplored  ;  by  producing,  when 
requifite,  fpecimens  of  promifing 
ore ;  by  affirming,  with  an  im- 
pofing  aflurance,  that  fuccefs  is 
G  3  certain, 


S5 


NATURAL     HISTORY. 


certain,  and  that  the  expence  muft: 
be  trifling  ;  they  feldom  fail  to 
perfuade.  An  aftociation  is  form- 
ed ;  a  fmall  fum  is  advanced  by 
each  co- partner ;  the  mine  is  open- 
ed ;  the  fearcher  is  entrufted  with 
the  fule  direction  of  every  opera- 
tion ;  unforefeen  difficulties  occur  ; 
new  demands  of  money  are  made  ; 
but  amidft  a  fucceflion  of  difan- 
pointments  and  delays,  hope  is 
never  extinguished,  and  the  ar- 
dour of  pxpe&ation  hardly  abate?. 
For  it  is  obferved,  that  if  any 
perfon  once  enters  this  feducing 
path,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  re- 
turn ;  his  ideas  alter,  he  feems  to 
be  poiTefled  with  another  fpirit, 
virions  of  imaginary  wealth  are 
continually  before  his  eyes,  and  he 
thinks,  and  fpeaks,  and  dreams  of 
pojthing  elfe. 

Such  is  the  fpirit  that  muft  be 
formed,  wherever  the  active  exer- 
tions of  any  fociety  are  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  working  mines  of  gold 
and  filyer.  No  fpirit  is  more'ad- 
verfe  to  fuch  improvement  in  agri- 
culture and  commerce,  as  render  a 
nation  really  opulent.  If  the  fyf- 
tem  of  adminiftraticn  in  the  Spa- 
nish colonies  had  been  founded 
upon  principles  of  found  policy, 
the  power  and  ingenuity  of  the 
legiflature  would  have  been  exerted 
with  ?*  much  ardour,  in  retraining 
its  fubjects  from  fuch  pernicious 
induftry,  as  is  now  employed  i*i 
alluring  them  towards  ir.  "  Pro- 
jects of  mining  (fays  a  good  judge 
of  the  political  conduit  of  nations) 
mftead  of  replacing  the  capital  em- 
ployed in  them,  together  with  the 
ordinary  profit  of  flock,  commonly 
abforb  both  capital  and  profit. 
They  are  the  projects,  therefore,  to 
which,  of  all  others,  a  prudent 
Ja,v-giver,   who  defired  to  increaie 


the    capital    of    his   nation,   would 
leaft  chufe  to  give  any  extraordinary 
encouragement,  or  to  turn  towards 
them  a  greater  fhare  of  that  capital 
than  would  go  to  them  of  its  own 
accord.    Such,  in  reality,  is  theab- 
furd     confidence    which     all 
have    in   their  own  good   tor 
that  wherever  there  is  the  lead  pro- 
bability   of    fuccefs,     too   great   a 
fhare  of  it  is  ap    to  go  to  them  of 
its  own  accord."     I'ut  in  the  Spa- 
nifh   colonies,    government  is   llu- 
diou=   to  cherilh   a  fpirit  which  it 
fhouhl    have    laboured    to  deprefs, 
and  by  the  faniftion  of  its  approba- 
tion   augments    that    incor/idcrate 
credulity,    which    has    rurned    the 
active  induflry  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
into   fuch    an     improper    ch   . 
To  this  may  be  imputed  the  flender 
progrefs    which    they   have    made 
during  two    cen'uries   and   i   half, 
either   in    ufeful    mar.uf.ictur- 
in  thofe  lucrative  branches  o! 
vation,  which  furnifh  the  Co  Tories 
of  other  nations  with   their  flapla 
commodities.     In  comparifon  with 
the  precious   metals,  every   bounty 
of  nature  is  (o  much  defpifed,  that 
tnis  extravagant   idea  of  their  va- 
lue has  mingled  with  the  idiom  of 
the  language  in  America,   and  the 
Spaniards  fettled  there  denominate 
a  country,  rich%  not  from   the  fer- 
tility of  irs  foil,  the  abundance  of 
its  crops,  or  the  exuberance  of  its 
paflures,   but  nn  account  of  the  mi- 
nerals which  its  mountains  contain. 
In  queft  of  thefe,   they  abandon  the 
delightful  plains  of  Peru  and  Mexi- 
co,  and  refcrt  to   barren  and   un- 
comfortable   regions,    where    they 
have  built  fome  of  the  larger!  towns 
which     they    poflefs    in    the   .New 
World.     As   the   activity  and  en- 
terprife  of  the  Spaniard*  originally 
took   this  direction,  it  is  now   fo 
difficult 
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difficult  to  bend  them  a  different 
way,  that  although,  from  various 
caufes,  the  gain  of  working  mines 
is  much  decreafed  ;  the  fafcmation 
continues,  and  almolt  every  perion, 
who  takes  any  aftive  part  in  the 
commerce  of  New  Spain  or  Peru, 
is  itill  engaged  in  fome  adventure 
of  this  kind. 


Obferuations  on  the  Formation  of  Ice 
Ijhnds  ;  and  en  the  Exigence  of  a 
Southern  Continent.  Extracted 
from  Cook'j  Voyage. 

HAD  now  made  the  circuit  of 
L   the  Southern  Ocean  in   a  high 
latitude,  and  traverfed  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as    to  leave   not   the    leaft 
room  for  the  poffibility  of  there  be- 
ing  a  continent,    unlefs  near    the 
pole,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  navi- 
gation.    By  twice  vifiting  the  tro- 
pical fea,  1    had  not  only    fettled 
the   fituation  of  fome  old  difcove- 
ries,    but    made  there   many    new 
ones,  and    left,    I    conceive,  very 
little   more   to  be   done    even    in 
that  part.     Thus  I  flatter    myfelf, 
that  the    intention  of  the    voyage 
has,  in    every  refpect,  been    fully 
anfwered  ;  the  fouthern  hemifphere 
fufficiently  explored  ;  and   a   final 
end  put   to  the    fearching    after  a 
fouthern  continent,  which  has,  at 
times,  ingroffed   the    attention  of 
fome  cf  the  maritime  powers,  for 
near  two  centuries  paft,  and  been 
a  favourite  theory  amongft  the  geo- 
graphers of  all  ages. 

That  there  may  be  a  continent, 
or  large  traft  of  land,  near  the 
pole,  I  will  not  deny ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  there  is ; 
•  and  it  is  probable  that  we  have  feen 
a  part  of  it.  The  exceflive  cold, 
the  many  iflands  and  vaft  floats  of 


ice,  all  tend  to  prove  that  then: 
muft  be  land  to  the  fouth  ;  and 
for  my  perfuafion  that  this  fouthern 
land  mull  lie,  or  extend,  fartheft 
to  the  north,  oppofite  to  the  fou- 
thern atlantic  and  Indian  oceans, 
I  have  already  afiigned  fome  rea- 
fons  ;  to  which  I  may  add  the 
greater  degree  of  cold  experienced 
by  us  in  thefe  feas,  than  in  the 
fouthern  pacific  ocean  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude. 

In  this  lait  ocean,  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  feldom  fell  fo 
low  as  the  freezing  point,  till  we 
were  in  6o°  and  upwards  ;  where- 
as in  the  others,  it  fell  as  low  in 
the  latitude  of  54°-  Thls.  was 
certainly  owing  to  there  being  a 
greater  quantity  of  ice,  and  to  its 
extending  farther  to  the  north,  in 
thefe  two  feas  than  in  the  fouth 
pacific  ;  and  if  ice  be  firft  formed 
at,  or  near  land,  of  which  I  have 
no  doubt,  it  will  follow  that  the 
land  alfo  extends  farther  north. 

The  formation  or  coagulation  ot 
ice  iflands  has  not,  to  my  know- 
ledge, been  thoroughly  investigat- 
ed "  Some  have  fuppofed  them  to 
be  formed  by  the  freezing  of  the 
water  at  the  mouths  of  large  rivers, 
or  great  catarads,  where  they  ac- 
cumulate till  they   are  broken  oft 
by  their  own   weight.     My  obfer- 
vations will  not   allow   me  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  this   opinion  ;    becauie 
we  never  found  any  of  the  ice  which 
we   took    up    incorporated     with 
earth,  or  any  of  its  produce,  as  I 
chink  it  muft  have  been,    had  it 
been  coagulated  in  land  waters      J  t 
is  a  doubt  with  me,   whether  there 
be  any   rivers   in    thefe   countries. 
It   is  certain,  that  we  faw  not  a 
river,  or  ftream   of  water,  on  all 
the   coaft  of  Georgia,  nor  on  any 
of  the  fouthern  lands.      Nor  did 
G  +  ** 
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we  ever  fee  a  ftream  of  water  run 
from  any  of  the  ice-iflands.  How 
are  we  then  to  fuppofe  that  there 
are  large  rivers  ?  The  vallies  are 
covered,  many  fathoms  deep,  with 
everlafting  fnow ;  and,  at  the  fea, 
they  terminate  in  icy  cliffs  of  valt 
height.  It  is  here  where  the  ice- 
iflands  are  formed ;  not  from  ftream  s 
of  water,  but  from  confolidated 
fnow  and  fleet,  which  is,  almoft 
continually,  falling  or  drifting 
down  from  the  mountains,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  winter,  when  the  froft 
muft  be  intenfe.  During  that  fea- 
fon,  the  ice  cliffs  muft  fo  accumu- 
late as  to  fill  up  all  the  bays,  be 
they  ever  fo  large.  This  is  a  fa£l 
which  cannot  be  doubted,  as  we 
have  feen  it  fo  in  fummer.  Thefe 
cliffs  accumulate  by  continual  falls 
of  fnow,  and  what  drifts  from  the 
mountains,  till  they  are  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  their  own  weight ; 
and  then  large  pieces  break  off, 
which  we  call  ice  iflands.  Such  as 
have  a  flat  even  furface,  muft  be 
of  the  ice  formed  in  the  bays,  and 
before  the  flat  vallies  ;  the  others, 
which  have  a  tapering  unequal 
furface,  muft  be  formed  on,  or 
under,  the  fide  of  a  coaft  compofed 
of  pointed  rocks  and  precipices, 
or  fome  fuch  uneven  furface.  For 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  fnow  alone, 
as  it  falls,  can  form,  on  a  plain 
furface,  fuch  as  the  fea,  fuch  q, 
variety  of  high  peaks  and  hills, 
as  we  faw  on  many  of  the  ice 
ifles.  It  is  certainly  more  reafon- 
able  to  believe  that  they  are  formed 
on  a  coaft  whofe  furface  is  fome- 
thing  fimilar  to  theirs.  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  all  the  ice  iflands  of  any 
extent,  and  before  they  begin  to 
break  to  pieces,  are  terminated  by 
perpendicular  cliffs  of  clear  ice  or 
frozen   fnow,    always  on   one  or 


more  fides,  but  moft  generally  all 
round.  Many,  and  thofe  of  the 
largeft  fize,  which  had  a  hilly  and 
fpiral  furface,  fhewed  a  perpendi- 
cular cliff  or  fide  from  the  fummit 
of  the  higheft  peak  down  to  its 
bafe.  This  to  me  was  a  convinc- 
ing proof,  that  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  flat  ifles,  muft  have  broken  off 
from  fubftances  like  themfelves  ; 
that  is,  from  fome  large  trad  of 
ice. 

When  I  confider  the  vaft  quan- 
tity of  ice  we  faw,  and  the  vici- 
nity of  the  places  to  the  pole 
where  it  is  formed,  and  where 
the  degrees  of  longitude  are  very 
fmall,  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
thefe  ice  cliffs  extend  a  good  way 
into  the  fea,  in  fome  parts,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  as  are  fheltered  from 
the  violence  of  the  winds.  It  may 
even  be  doubted  if  ever  the  wind 
is  violent  in  the  very  high  lati- 
tudes. And  that  the  fea  will  freeze 
over,  or  the  fnow  that  falls  upon 
it,  which  amounts  to  the  fame 
thing,  we  have  inftances  in  the 
northern  hemifphere.  The  Baltic, 
the  Gulph  of  Saint  Laurence,  the 
Straits  of  Belle-Ifle,  and  many 
other  equally  large  feas,  are  fre- 
quently frozen  over  in  winter. 
Nor  is  this  at  all  extraordinary  ; 
for  we  have  found  the  degree  of 
cold  at  the  furface  of  the  fea,  even 
in  fummer,  to  be  two  degrees  be- 
low the  freezing  point ;  confe- 
quently  nothing  kept  it  from  freez- 
ing but  the  falts  it  contains,  and 
the  agitation  of  its  furface.  When- 
ever this  laft  ceafeth  in  winter, 
when  the  froft  is  fet  in,  and  there 
comes  a  fall  of  fnow,  it  will  freeze 
on  the  furface  as  it  falls,  and  in 
a  few  days,  or  perhaps  in  one 
night,  form  fuch  a  fheet  of  ice  as 
will   not    be   eaftly    broken    up. 

Thus 
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Thus  a  foundation  will  be  laid  for 
it  to  accumulate  to  any  thicknefs 
by  falls  of  fnow,  without  its  being 
at  all  neceflary  for  the  fea  water 
to  freeze.  It  may  be,  by  this 
means,  thefe  vaft  floats  of  low  ice 
we  find  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
are  formed,  and  which,  after  they 
break  up,  are  carried  by  the  cur- 
rents to  the  north.  For,  from  all 
the  obfervations  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  the  currents  every  where, 
in  the  high  latitudes,  fet  to  the 
north,  or  to  the  N.  E.  or  N.  W.  ; 
but  we  have  very  feldom  found 
them  confiderable. 

If  this  imperfett  account  of  the 
formation  of  thefe  extraordinary 
floating  iflands  of  ice,  which  is 
written  wholly  from  my  own  ob- 
fervations, does  not  convey  fome 
ufeful  hints  to  an  abler  pen,  it 
will,  however,  convey  fome  idea 
of  the  lands  where  they  are  formed. 
Lands  doomed  by  nature  to  perpe- 
tual Irigidnefs ;  never  to  feel  the 
warmth  of  the  fun's  rays ;  whofe 
horrible  and  favage  afpecl.  I  have 
not  words  to  defcribe.  Such  are 
the  lands  we  have  difcovered  ;  what 
then  may  we  expe£t  thofe  to  be, 
which  lie  (till  farther  to  the  fouth  ? 
For  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe 
that  we  have  feen  the  belt,  as  ly- 
ing moll  to  the  north.  If  any  one 
fhould  have  refolution  and  perfe- 
verance  to  clear  up  this  point  by 
proceeding  farther  than  I  have' 
done,  I  mail  not  envy  him  the 
honour  of  the  difcovery  j  but  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  world  will 
not  be  benefited  by  it. 

I  had,  at  this  time,  fome  thoughts 
of  revifiting  the  place  where  the 
French  difcovery  is  fa  id  to  lie.  But 
then  I  confidered  that,  if  they  had 
really  made  this  difcovery,  the  end 
yyquld  be  as  fully  anfvyered  as  if  I 


had  done  it  myfelf.  We  know  it 
can  only  be  an  ifland  ;  and  if  we 
judge  from  the  degree  of  cold  wc 
found  in  that  latitude,  it  cannot  be 
a  fertile  one.  Befides,  this  would 
have  kept  me  two  months  longer 
at  fea,  and  in  a  tempeftuous  la- 
titude, which  we  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  ftruggle  with.  Our 
fails  and  rigging  were  fo  much 
worn,  that  fomething  was  giving 
way  every  hour  ;  and  we  had  no- 
thing left,  either  to  repair  or  to 
replace  them.  Our  provifions 
were  in  a  ftate  of  decay,  and  con- 
fequently  afforded  little  nourish- 
ment, and  we  had  been  a  long 
time  without  refrefhments.  My 
people,  indeed,  were  yet  healthy, 
and  would  have  chearfully  gone 
wherever  I  had  thought  proper  to 
lead  them  ;  but  I  dreaded  the  fcur- 
vy  laying  hold  of  them,  at  a  time 
when  we  had  nothing  left  to  re- 
move it.  1  muft  fay  farther,  that 
it  would  have  been  cruel  in  me  to 
have  continued  the  fatigues  and 
hardfhips  they  were  continually 
expofed  to,  longer  than  was  abso- 
lutely neceflary.  Their  behaviour, 
throughout  the  whole  voyage,  me- 
rited every  indulgence  which  it  was 
in  my  power  to  give  them.  Ani- 
mated by  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers, they  (hewed  themfelves  capa- 
ble of  furmounting  every  difficulty 
and  danger  which  came  in  their 
way,  and  never  once  looked  either 
upon  the  one  or  the  other,  as  be- 
ing at  all  heightened,  by  our  fepa- 
ration  from  our  confort  the  Adven- 
ture. 

All  thefe  con fi derations  induced 
me  to  lay  afide  looking  for  the 
French  difcoveries,  and  to  fleer 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  with 
a  refolution,  however,  of  looking 
for  the  Iftes  of  Denia  and   Marfe- 

veen. 
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veen,  which  are  laid  down  in  Dr. 
Halley's  variation  chart  in  the  la- 
titude of  4.  \fiS.,  and  about  40 
of  longitude  to  the  eaft  of  the  me- 
ridian of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
With  this  view  I  tteered  N.  E.  with 
a  hard  gale  at  N.  W.  and  thick 
weather;  and  on  the  25th,  at 
noon,  we  law  the  laft  ice-ifland, 
being  at  this  time  in  the  latitude  of 
52°  52'  S.  longitude  26*  31'  E. 


Account  of  Several  V/ater  Spouts  ob- 
Serwd  in  the  South  Seas  by  Mr. 
Forilcr. 

N    the    afternoon,    about    four 
o'clock,  we  were  nearly  oppo- 
fite  Cape  Stephens,  and  had  little 
or  no  wind.     We  obfen-ed  thick 
clouds   to    the    S.  W.    about   that 
time,  andfaw  that  it  rained  on  all 
the  SToufhern  parts  of  that  cape.   On 
a  fudderi  awhitifh  fpot  appeared  on 
the   fea  in  that  quarter,   and   a  co- 
lumn arofe  out  of  it,  looking  like 
a  gjafs    tube  ;  another   feemed  to 
corne  down  from  the  clouds  to  meet 
this,  and    they   made  a  coalition, 
forming  what  is  commonly  called  a 
water-fpout.  A  little  while  after  we 
took  notice  of  three  other  columns, 
which   were  formed    in   the    fame 
manner  as  the  Jirft.     The    neareft 
cf  all  thefe  was  about  three    miles 
diftant,  and  its  apparent  diameter, 
as  far  as  we  could  guefs,   might  be 
about  feventy  fathom  at   the   bafe. 
We  found  our  thermometer  at  56I- 
when  this   phenomenon    firlt  took 
its    rife.       The  nature   of    water- 
fpouts  and    their  caules   being  hi- 
therto very  little  known,  we  were 
extremely  attentive  to   mark  every 
Jittlecircumftance  attendant  on  this 
appearance.      Their  bafe,  _  where 
the  water  of  the  fea  was  violently 


agitated,  and  rofe  in  a  fpiral  form 
in   vapours,    was    a    broad     ' 
which  looked  bright  and  yelk 
when  illuminated  by  the  fun.    1  he 
column  was  of  a  cylindrical  form, 
rather  encreafing  in  width  towards 
the  upper    extremity.     Thefe   co- 
lumns moved  forward  on  the  fo 
of  the  fea,  and  the  clouds  not  fol- 
lowing them  with    equal   rapidi'y, 
thev  aflumed  a  bent   or  incurvatcd 
ihape,     and    frequently    appeared 
croifing  each  other,  evidently  pro- 
ceeding    in     different    directions; 
from  whence  we  concluded,  that  it 
being  calm,  each    of  thefe   water- 
fpouts   caufed    a   wind  of  its  own. 
At   laft  they  broke  one   after  ano- 
ther,   being    probably    too    much 
diftended  by  the  difference  between 
their  motion  and  that  of  the  clouds. 
In  proportion  as   the  clouds   came 
nearer  to  us.  the  fea  appeared  more 
and  more  covered  with  (hort  broken 
waves,  and  the   wind  continually 
veered  all  round  the  compafs,  with- 
out fixing  in  any  point.     We  foon 
faw  a  fpot  on    the  fea,  within  two 
hundred  fathom  of  us,,  in  a  violent 
agitation.     The  water,  in  a  fpace 
of  fifty   or    fixty  fathoms,   moved 
towards  the  centre,   and   there   ri- 
fing  into  vapour,  by  the   force    of 
the  whirling    motion,  afcended  in 
a   fpiral  form    towards  the  cloud:. 
Some  hailftones  fell  on  board  about 
this  time,  and   the   clouds  looked 
exceed. ngly     black    and     louring 
above  us.     Direttly  over  the  whirl  - 
pool,  if  I  may  fo  call  the  agitated 
fpot  on  the  fea,   a  cloud  gradually 
tapered    into  a  long  (lender  tube, 
which  feemed    to  defcend  to  meet 
the   rifing  fpiral,  and  foon   united 
with    it    into  a  ftrait  column  of  a 
cylindrical  form.*    We   could    di- 
ftinaiy   obferve  the  water   hurled 
upwards  with  the  grcatelt  violence 
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in  a  fpiral,  and  it  appeared  that  it 
IcJ:  a  hollow  fpace  in  the  centre  ; 
fo  that  we  concluded  the  water  only 
formed  a  hollow  tube,  initead  of 
a  folid  column.  We  were  ftrongly 
confirmed  in  this  belief  by  the  co- 
lour, which  was  exactly  like  any 
hollow  glafs-tube.  After  fome 
time  the  lair,  water-fpout  was  in- 
curvated  and  broke  like  the  others, 
with  this  difference,  that  its  dif- 
junftion  was  attended  with  a  flafh 
of  lightning,  but  no  explofion  was 
heard.  Our  fituacion  during  all 
this  time  was  very  dang^ous  and 
alarming  ;  a  phenomenon  which 
carried  10  much  terrific  m2Jefty  in 
it,  ar.d  cor.n.ecud  as  it  were  the 
lea  with  the  clouds,  made  our  oldeit 
mariners  uneafy  and  at  a  lofs  how 
to  behave  ;  for  moft  of  them, 
though  they  had  viewed  water- 
fpouts  at  a  diftance,  ye:  had  never 
beeafo  befet  with  them  as  we  were; 
and  ail  without  exception  had  heard 
dreadful  accounts  of  their  perni- 
cious eltedh,  when  they  happened 
to  break  over  a  fhip.  We  prepared 
indeed  for  the  worft,  by  cluing  up 
our  topfails  ;  but  it  was  the  gene- 
ral opinion  that  our  malb  and 
yards  muft  have  gone  to  wreck  if 
we  had  been  drawn  into  the  vertex. 
It  was  hinted  ihat  firing  a  gun  had 
commonly  fucceeded  in  breaking 
Water-fpouts,  by  the  ftrong  vibra- 
tion it  caufes  in  the  air  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly a  four  pounder  was  or- 
dered to  be  got  ready,  but  our  peo- 
ple being,  as  ufual,  very  dilatory 
about  it.  the  danger  was  pail:  be- 
fore we  could  try  this  experiment. 
How  far  electricity  may  be  cor.- 
lidered  as  the  caufe  of  this  pheno- 
menon, we  could  not  determine 
wiih  any  preciiion  ;  fo  much  how- 
ever feern^  certain,  that  it  has  fome 
fpnrjeftion  with  it,  from  the  fiaih 


of  lightning,  which  was  plainly 
obferved  at  the  burfting  of  the  lait 
column.  The  whole  time,  from 
their,  firft  appearance  to  the  diffb- 
lution  of  the  lait,  was  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  It  was  five 
o'clock  when  the  latter  happened, 
and  the  thermometer  then  Hood  at 
540  or  z\  degrees  lower,  than  when 
they  began  to  make  their  appear- 
ance. The  depth  of  water  we  had 
under  us  _was  thirty-fix  fathom. 
The  place  we  were  in  was  analo- 
gous to  molt  places  where  water- 
have  been  obferved,  inaf- 
niuch  as  it  was  in  a  narrow  fea  or 
Dr.  Shaw  and  TKevenot 
faw  them  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Perfian  Gulph  ;  and  they  are  com- 
moruin  the  Weft  Indies,  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  and  the  Chinefe  fea. 
Lpon  the  whole,  we  were  not  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  any  re- 
markable diico\  erics  in  regard  to 
this  phsrrbmenon  ;  ail  our  obferva- 
tionsonly  tend  to  confirm  the  facts 
already  noticed  by  others,  and 
which  are  fo  largely  commented 
upon  by  the  learned  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  F.  R.  S.  His  ingenious 
hypothecs,  that  whirlwinds  and 
water-fpouts  have  a  common  ori- 
gin, has  not  been  invalidated  by 
our  obfervations.  We  refer  our 
philofophical  readers  to  his  papers, 
as  containing  the  moft  complete 
and  fatisfactory  account  of  water- 
fpouts. 


Singular  Cafe  cf  a  Boy  Jlruck   with 
Horror  at  an  Execution  in  France. 

JAMES  DEREAU,  apprentice 
to  an  engraver,  aged  fourteen 
years,  born  at  Fontainebleau,  lived 
in  the  ftreet  d'Enfer  in  Paris,  near 
the  Ptnt  Rcuge,  with  his  mailer  the 
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Sieur  Montabon,  who  occupied  an 
apartment,  two  chambers  of  which 
look  towards  the  Greve. 

This  youth  was  in  one  of  thofe 
chambers,  with  one  Leroux,  his 
companion,  May  6,  the  day  of  the 
execution  ofdes  Rues:  his  maftcr, 
miltrefs,  and  fome  of  their  friends, 
were  in  the  other  chamber. 

At  the  moment  of  the  criminal's 
leaving  the  Town-houfe,  Dereau, 
apprized  by  his  companion,  felt  an 
extraordinary  emotion  :  this  agita- 
tion was  prodigioufly  increafed 
when  this  unfortunate  wretch  was 
thrown  into  the  fire.  Dereau  was 
inftantly  feized  with  a  violenthead- 
ach,  and  a  great  fuffocation  and 
uneafinefs.  In  the  night  he  was 
difturbed  by  frightful  dreams;  the 
obje£t  that  had  ftruck  him  remain- 
ed ftrongly  impreffed  on  his  brain. 
Next  day  his  diforder  and  uneafi- 
nefs increafed  ;  on  the  cjth  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hofpital  of  Chari- 
ty :  he  continued  in  the  famefitu- 
ation  for  above  a  month.  He  had 
alfo  a  fever,  all  his  motions  were 
convulfive,  his  looks  were  expref- 
five  of  fright ;  the  leaft  noife,  the 
approach  of  thofe  who  took  care  of 
him,  feemed  to  infpire  him  with 
horror.  He  uttered  incefTantly, 
by  day  and  night,  deep  and  bitter 
cries  ;  he  forcibly  kept  his  eyes 
ihut ;  he  refufed  all  food  and  me- 
dicines ;  he  was  extremely  weak 
and  emaciated  :  at  length  he  had  a 
cramp,  which  lafted  forty-eight 
hours.  This  alarming,  attack 
yielded  to  the  application  of  blif- 
ters  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  his  bel- 
ly fwelled.  This  new  fymptom 
was  fucceisfully  combated  by  bark 
glitters,  and  from  that  time  the 
violence  of  the  diforder  abated. 
The  boy  began  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  ventured  to  look  at  the  obje&s 


round  him  ;  his  cries  were  lefs  fre- 
quent ;  his  difpofition,  naturally 
gentle  and  weak,  made  him  trad- 
able. He  had  two  abfcefTes  formed 
near  the  loins  ;  they  were  opened, 
and  foon  healed.  He  left  the  ho- 
fpital Aug.  i,  having  recovered 
his  flefh  and  all  his  fenfes.  No- 
thing remains  but  a  little  opprefhon 
and  difficulty  of  exprefling  himfelf, 
and  a  voice  almoft  loft  ;  inftead  of 
which  he  afferts  that  his  pronunci- 
ation was  clear,  and  his  voice  fo- 
norous.  This  remarkable  diforder 
is  not  the  only  one  occafioned  by 
the  wretched  des  Rues:  a  woman, 
ill  before,  it  is  true,  was  fo  affe£led 
by  the  particulars  of  his  villainy, 
that  fhe  thought  herfelf  fufpedied 
of  being  his  accomplice  ;  and  this 
impreffion  deprived  this  poor  crea- 
ture of  her  fenfes,  fo  that  fhe  threw 
herfelf  out  at  window  from  a  third 
ftory,  but  did  not  lofe  her  life  by 
the  fall. 


Account  of  the  Mildenv,  conjidered  as 
the  principal  Cau/e  of  Epidemic 
Difeafes  among  the  Cattle  ;  nvith 
Directions  concerning  the  Manner 
of  treating  thefe  Dijeafes. 
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J.  S.  Segar,  the  author  of 
#  a  treatife  upon  this  fubjeel, 
obferves  that  the  mildew,  which  he 
confiders  as  a  kind  of  ruft,  is  of  fuch 
a  fharp  andcorroiive  nature  that  it 
raifes  blifters  on  the  feet  of  the 
fhepherds,  who  go  bare-foot,  and 
even  confumes  the  hoofs  of  the  cat- 
tle. He  fufpefts  that  it  has  more 
or  lefs  the  quality  of  arfenic,  though 
he  does  not  pretend  to  affirm  this 
pofitively.  Its  pernicious  influ- 
ence, according  to  him,  is  rendered 
ftill  more  powerful  by  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  fuch  as  fending  the 

cattle 
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cattle  into  the  fields  too  early  in 
the  fpring,  their  drinking  water 
mixed  with  ice,  or  but  lately  thaw- 
ed, their  being  kept  in  ltables  that 
are  too  clofe  and  filthy,  and  are 
not  Sufficiently  aired.  The  mildew, 
producing  the  difeafe,  is  that  which 
dries  and  burns  thegrafs  and  leaves. 
It  falls  usually  in  the  morning, 
particularly  after  a  thunder-ftorm. 
Its  poifonous  quality,  (which  does 
not  continue  above  twenty-four 
hours)  never  operates,  but  when  it 
has  been  fwallowed  immediately 
after  its  falling.  The  diforder,  it 
occafions,  attacks  the  ftomach,  is- 
accompanied  with  pimples  on  the 
tongue,  with  lofs  of  appetite,  with 
the  deficcation  of  the  aliments  in 
the  ftomach,  with  a  cough  and  a 
difficulty  of  refpiration.  As  a  pre- 
fcrvative,  the  author  prefcribes 
purging  in  fpring  and  in  winter. 
The  medicine  he  advifes  is  com- 
pofed  of  thirty  grains  of  fulphur  of 
antimony  and  fixty  grains  of  refin 
of  jalap.  He  is  againft  vomiting, 
and  every  thing  that  is  of  a  heating 
nature. 


Account  of  a  poifonous  Fijh  found  in 
the  South  Seas,  by  Capt.  Cook. 

THIS  filh  was  of  the  genus  by 
Linnjeus  named  tetraodon. 
It  refembled  in  fhape  the  fun-fifh, 
and  had  a  large,  long,  ugly  head. 
During  the  ftay  of  the  Resolution 
at  the  ifland  of  New  Caledonia,  the 
captain's  clerk  had  purchafed  it 
from  one  of  the  natives,  who  had 
killed  it  with  a  fpear.  Captain 
Cook  having  no  fufpicion  of  its 
being  of  a  poifonous  nature,  or- 
dered it  to  be  dreiled  for  fupper, 
but  fortunately  the  operations  of 
drawing  and  defcribing  it  took  up 
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fo  much    time,  that  the  liver  and 
roe  only  were  ferved  up  that  even- 
ing, and  the   remainder  preferved 
for  the  next  day.    As  the  liver  was 
large  and  oily,  though  without  any 
particular  bad   tafte,    the    captain 
and  the  two  Mr.  Forfters  only  tailed 
it.       About  three   o'clock  in   the 
morning,     Mr.    Forfter     awaking 
found  himfelf  extremely  giddy,  and 
his  hands  and  feet  entirely,   as  it 
were,     benumbed.      He    got    up, 
and   was    fcarcely   able   to   ftand ; 
and  Captain  Cook  and  the  younger 
Mr.  Forfter,  upon  being  awakened, 
found  themfelves  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion.     The   fymptoms  were  fome- 
what  alarming.      Their  limbs  were 
benumbed,  and  without  fenfation, 
fo   that  they   could  not  diftinguilh 
between  light  and   heavy   bodies ; 
the    blood   had    left  their  cheeks, 
their  lips  became  livid,  and  a  great 
degree  of  languor  and    oppreffion 
had   taken    place.      Emetics   were 
adminiltered  to   them    by   the  fur- 
geon,   Mr.  Patton,  and  afterwards 
fudorifics.     Thefe  medicines  ga\e 
them  great  relief,  and  in  a  few  davs 
they   were    all   reftored    to    health 
without  any  bad  confequences  re- 
maining.    Some  dogs    which  had 
feized  upon  the  remains  of  the  liver 
were  taken  extremely  ill,  and  a  pig 
which  had  eaten  the  entrails  of  the 
filh  died  foon  after,   being  fwelled 
to  an  unufual  fize.     The  day  after 
the  fi(h  was  purchafed,  fome  of  the 
natives  came  on   board.     At  fight 
of  the  fifh,  which  was  hung  under 
the  half-deck,  they  made  figns  that 
it  occasioned  pains  in  the  ftomach, 
drowfinefs  and   death  ;  and   when 
it  was  offered  them  they  refufed  ic 
with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  aver- 
sion.— The  fifh  was  preferved    by 
Mr.  Forfter  in  fpirits  of  wine,  and 
brought  over  to  England. 

On 
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On  the  Food  or  Nutriment  of  Plant;, 
extracted  from  the  holes  of  Doftor 
Hunter'*  Edition  of  Evelyn'* 
Sylva. 

T  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  determine  what  is  the  food 
of  plants.  Upon  that  queftion  phi- 
lofophers  have  widejy  differed. 
From  a  number  of  experiments, 
accurately  conducted,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  all  vegetables,  from  the 
hyffop  upon  the  wall  to  the  cedar 
of  Lebanon,  receive  their  principal 
nourifhment  from  oily  particles 
incorporated  with  water,  by  me^ns 
of  an  alkaline  fait  or  abforbent 
earth.  Till  oil  is  made  mifcible, 
it  is  unable  to  enter  the  radical 
veffels  of  vegetables  ;  and,  on  that 
account,  providence  has  bounti- 
fully fupplied  all  natural  foils  with 
chalky  or  other  abforbent  particles. 
I  fay  natural  foils,  for  thofe  which 
have  been  afiilted  by  art  are  full  of 
materials  for  that  purpofe  ;  fuch 
as  lime,  marl,  foap-afhes,  and  the 
volatile  alkaline  fait  of  putrid 
dunghills.  It  may  be  afked, 
whence  do  natural  foils  receive  their 
oily  particles  i  I  anfwer,  the  air 
fupplies  them.-  During  the  fum- 
mer  months,  the  atmofphere  is  full 
of  putrid  exhalations  arifing  from 
the  fleam  of  dunghills,  the  perfpi- 
rations  of  animals  and  fmoak. 
Every  fhower  brings  down  thefe 
oleaginous  particles  for  the  nourifh- 
ment of  plants. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Tull,  and 
others,  have  contended  for  earth's 
being  the  food  of  plants.  If  fo, 
all  foils  equally  tilled  would  prove 
equally  prolific.  The  increafed 
fertility  of  a  well-pulverifed  foil, 
induced  him  to.  imagine  that  the 
plow  could  fo  minutely  divide  the 
particles  of  earth,  as   to  fit  them 


for  entering  into  the  roots  of"pTants. 
An  open  foil,  if  not  too  light  in  its 
own  nature,  will  always  produce 
plentiful  crops.  It  readily  receives 
the  air,  rains,  and  dews  into  its 
bofom,  and  at  the  fame  time  gives 
the  roots  of  plants  a  free  paffage  in 
quell  of  food.  This  is  the  true  rea- 
fon  why  land  well  tilled  is  fo  re- 
markably   fruitful.  Water    is 

thought,  by  feme,' to  be  the  food 
of  vegetables,  when  in  reality  it  is 
only  the  vehicle  of  nourifhrr.ent. 
Water  is  an  heterogeneous  fluid, 
and  is  no  where  to  be  found  pure. 
It  always  contains  a  folution  of 
animal  or  vegetable  fubitances. 
Thefe  conftitu.e  the  nourishment  of 
plants,  and  the  element  in  which 
they  are  minutely  fufpended,  acts 
only  as  a  vehicle,  in  guiding  them 
through  the  fine  veffels  of  the  ve- 
getable body.  The  hyacinth,  and 
other  bulbous  roots,  are  known  to 
perfeft  their  flowers  in  pure  water. 
Hence  fuperhcial  obfervers  have 
drawn  an  argument  in  favour  of 
water  bein?  the  food  of  vegetables. 
But  the  truth  is,  the  roots,  Hem, 
and  flowers  of  fuch  plants  are  nou- 
riihed  by  the  mucilaginous  juices 
of  the  bulb,  diluted  by  the  fur- 
rounding  water.  This  mucilage  is 
juft  fufficient  to  perfe-ft  the  flower — 
and  no  more.  Such  a  bulb  neither 
forms  feeds,  nor  fends  forth  off- 
fets.  At  the  end  of  the  feafon,  it 
appears  weak,  fhrivelled,  and  ex- 
haufted,  and  is  rendered  unfit  to 
produce  flowers  tie  fucceedin^ 
year.  A  root  of  the  fame  kind, 
that  has  been  fed  by  the  oily  and 
mucilaginous  juices  of  the  earth, 
effentially  differs  in  every  particu- 
lar. It  has  a  plump  appearance, 
is  full  of  mucilage — with  off-fets 
upon  its  fides.  Ail  rich  foils,  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  contain    oil  ;  and 

in 
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in  thofe  lands  which  have  been  un- 
der the  plow  for  fome  years,  it  is 
I  ;und  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  putrid  dun?  that  has  been  laid 
upon  them,  making  an  allowance 
for  the  crops  they  have  fuitained. — 
To  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light, 
Jet  us  attend  to  the  effects  cf  ma- 
nures of  an,  oily  nature,  and  we 
fhall  fcor.  be  fatisfied  that  oil,  how- 
ever modified,  is  one  of  the  chief 
tilings  concerned  in  vegetation. 
kape  duft,  •..  .icn  la;  J  upon  land, 
is    a    ,  ,id    certain  manure, 

though  an  expenfive  one,  2nd  will 
generally  anfwer  befl  on  a  lime- 
lard,  or  where  the  foil  has 
been  moderately  limed.  This  fpe- 
cies  of  manure  is  much  eileemed 
by  the  fanner.  It  contains  the 
food  of  plants  ready  prepared  ;  but 
as  it  is  not  capable  of  loofening  the 
foil  by  any  fermentation,  the  lands 
upon  which  it  is  laid  ought  to  be 
in   excellent     tilth.      Al    pr. 

:ieful  article  of  husbandry  is 
much  diminiihed  in  goodnefs,  ow- 
ing to  the  improved  methods  of 
extracting  the  oil  from  the  rape. 
Heat  ar.c  preffure  are  employed  in 
a  dooble  degree.  —  farmers  that 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  cf  large 
towns  ofe  abundance  of  foot.  It  is 
an  oily  manure,  but  different  from 
the  former,  containing  a'kaline 
fait  in  its  own  nature,  calculated 
as  well  for  opening  the  foil,  as  for 
rendering  the  oily  parts  mifcible 
with  water.  It  is  observed  that  pi- 
geons dung  is  a  rich  and  hafty.  ma- 
nure. Thefe  animals  feed  chiefly 
upon  grains  and  oily  feeds  ;  it  mult 
therefore  be  expected  that  their 
dung  mould  contain  a  large  pro- 
portion of  oil.  The  dung  ot  liable- 
kept  horfes  is  alio  a  ltrong  manure, 
and  lhould  not  be  ufed  until  i;  hai 
undergone  the  futrid  ferpunt,    in 
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order  to  mix  and  afiimilate  its  oily, 
watery,  and  faline  parts.  Beans, 
oats,  and  hay,  contain  much  oil. 
The  dung  of  horfes,  that  are  kept 
upon  green  herbage,  is  of  a  weaker 
kind,  containing  much  leis  oil. 
Suir.es  dung  is  of  a  faponaceous 
and  oily  nature,  and  perhaps  is  the 
richelt  of  the  animal  manures. 
When  ma-le  into  a  comport  and  ap- 
plied with  judgment,  it  is  excellent 
for  arable  lands.  The  dung  of 
ruminant  animals,  as  cows  and 
fheep,  is  preferable  to  that  of  Ik  rfea 
at  grals,  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
animal  juices  mixed  with  their  food 
in  cb<  And  here  I  beg  leave 

to  remark  in  general,  that  the  fat- 
ter the  animal,  cateris  paribus,  the 
richer  the  dung.  Human  ordure 
isfullofuil  and  a  volatile  alkaline 
fait.  By  itieif,  it  is  too  ltrong  a 
manure  for  any  land  ;  it  mould 
therefore  be  made  into  a  comport 
e  it  is  ufed.  The  dung  of 
irous  animals  is  plentifully 
rtoredwith  oil.  Animals  that  feed 
upon  foeds  and  grains  come  next, 
and  after  thtm  follow  thole  which 
upon  grafs  only.  To  fait 
thelc  different  manures  to  their  pro- 
Tcr     i  '  greateft 

judgment  of  the  farmer,  as  what 
may  be  proper  for  one  foil,  may  be 
highly  detrimental  to  another. 

In  order  to  lirengthen  my  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  oil  being  the 
principal  fcod«of plants,  I  mult  beg 
leave  to  cbferve,  that  all  vegeta- 
ble;, whofe  feeds  are  of  an  oily 
nature,  are  found  to  be  remarkable 
impoverifhers  of  the  foil,  as  hemp, 
rape,  and  flax  ;  for  which  reafon, 
the  beft  manures  for  lands  worn  out 
by  thefe  crops,  are  fuch  as  have  a 
good  deal  of  oil  in  their  compofi- 
tion  ;  but  then  they  murt  be  laid 
on    with   lime,    chalk,    marl,    or 
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foap-afhes,  fo  as  to  render  the  oily 
particles   mifcible    with    water. — 
The  book  of  nature   may   be  dif- 
played,  to  (hew  that  oily  particles 
conftitute  the  nourifhment  of  plants 
in   their  embryo  ftate  ;  and,  by  a 
fair    inference,     we   may     fuppofe 
that  fomething  of  the  fame  nature 
is  continued   to  them  as  they  ad- 
vance in  growth.     The  oily  feeds, 
as  rape,  hemp,  line,  and  turnip, 
confift  of  two  lobes,  which,  when 
fpread  upon  the  furface,  form  the 
feminal  leaves.     In  them  the  whole 
oil  of  the  feed  is  contained.     The 
moifture  of  the  atmofphere   pene- 
trates the  cuticle  of  the  leaves,  and, 
mixing  with  the  oil,  conftitutes  an 
emulfion  for  the  nourifhment  of  the 
plant.       The     fweetnefs    of    this 
balmy  fluid  invites  the  fly,  againft 
which  no  fufficient  remedy  has,  as 
yet,  been  difcovered.     The   olea- 
ginous liquor  being  confumed,  the 
feminal  leaves  decay,  having  per- 
formed the  office  of  a  mother  to 
her  tender  infant.     To  perfons  un- 
acquainted with    the   analogy  be- 
tween plants  and  animals,   this  re- 
flection will  appear  ltrange.     No- 
thing, however,    is   more   demon- 
flrable. — The  leguminous  and   fa- 
rinaceous   plants   keep    their  pla- 
centa,   or  feminal   leaves,     within 
the  earth  ;  in  which  fituation  they 
fupply  the  tender  germ  with  oily 
nutriment,  until  its  roots  are  grown 
fufficiently   ftrong  to  penetrate  the 
foil. 

It  is  ufual  to  talk  of  the  falts  of 
the  earth;  but  chymiflry  has  not 
been  able  to  difcover  any  falts  in 
land  which  has  not  been  manured, 
though  oil  may  be  readily  obtained 
from  every  foil,  the  very  fandy 
ones  excepted.  Marl,  though  a 
rich  manure,  has  no  falts.  It  is 
thought  to  contain  a  fmall  portion 


of  oleaginous  matter,  and  an    ab- 
forbent  earth,  of  a  nature  fimilar 
to  limeftone,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  clay  intermixed.     Lime    mixed 
with  clay  comes  neareft  to  the  na- 
ture of  marl  of  any  factitious  body 
that  we  know  of,  and  may  be  ufed 
as  fuch,  where  it  can  be  had  with- 
out much  expence.     By  increafing 
the  quantity  of  clay,  it  will  make 
an   excellent  compoft  for  a  light 
fandy  foil ;  but  to  make  the  ground 
fertile,  woollen  rags,  rotten  dung, 
or  any  oily  manure,  fhould  be  in- 
corporated  with  it  fome  time  be- 
fore it  is  laid  on. — It  is  a  received 
opinion,    that    lime    enriches    the 
land  it  is  laid  upon,  by  means   of 
fupplying  a  fait  fit  for  the  nourifh- 
ment of  plants ;  but  by  all  the  ex- 
periments   that    have    been   made 
upon   lime,  it   is  found   to  contain 
no  kind  of  fait.  Its  operation  there- 
fore fhould  be  confidered  in  a  dif- 
ferent light ;  by  the  fermentation 
that  it  induces,  the  earth  is  opened 
and  divided,  and,  by  its  abforbent 
and  alkaline  quality,  it  unites   the 
oily  and  watery  parts  of  the  foil. 
It  alfo  fcems  to  have   the  property 
of  collecting  the   acid    of  the  air, 
which  it  readily   forms  into  a  neu- 
tral fait,  of  great  ufe  in  vegetation. 
From  viewing  lime  in   this  light, 
v.  is  probable  that  it   tends  to   rob 
the  foil  of  its  oily  particles,  and  in 
time  will  render   it   barren,  unlefs 
we  take  care  to  fupport  it  with  rot- 
ten dung,  or  other  manures  of  an 
oily  nature.     As  light    fandy  foil* 
contain   but    a     fmall    portion    of 
oleaginous  particles,  we  fhould  be 
extremely  cautious  not  to  overdo 
them  with  lime  ;  unlefs  we  can  a: 
the  fame  time  affift  them  liberally 
with    rotten  dung,    woollen  rags, 
fhavings  of  horn,  and   other  ma- 
nQres  of  an  animal  kind.     Its  great 
excellence, 
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excellence,  however,  upon  a  fandy 
foil,  is  by  mechanically  binding 
the  loofe  panicles,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  liquid  parts  of  the 
manure  from  efcaping  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  radical  fibres  of  the 
plants.  Upon  clay  the  effect  of 
lime  is  different ;  for  by  means  of 
the  gentle  fermentation  that  it  pro- 
duces, the  unfubdued  foil  is  opened 
and  divided  ;  the  manures  laid  on 
readily  come  into  contact  with 
every  part  of  it ;  and  the  fibres  of 
the  plants  have  full  liberty  to 
fpread  themfelves.  It  is  generally 
laid  that  lime  anfwers  better  upon 
find  than  clay.  This  obfervation 
will  undoubtedly  hold  good  as  long 
as  the  farmer  continues  to  lime  his 
clay  lands  in  a  fcanty  manner.  Let 
him  treble  the  quantity,  and  he 
will  then  be  convinced  that  lime  is 
better  for  clay  than  fand.  It  may 
be  juftly  anfwered,  that  the  profits 
will  not  admit  of  the  expence.  I 
agree.  But  then  it  mu'ft  be  under- 
ftood  that  it  is  the  application, 
and  not  the  nature  of  the  lime,  that 
ihould  be  called  in  queftion.  Clay, 
well  limed,  will  fall  in  water,  and 
ferment  with  acids.  Its  very  na- 
ture is  changed.  Under  fuch  agree- 
able circumitances,  the  air,  rains, 
and  dews  are  freely  admitted,  and 
the  foil  is  enabled  to  retain  the 
nourifhmect  that  each  of  them 
brings.  In  confequenee  of  a  fer- 
mentation raifed  in  the  foil,  the 
fixed  air  is  fet  at  liberty,  which, 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  promotes 
vegetation.  It  is  the  nature  of 
lime  to  attract  oils  and  diflblve  ve- 
getable bodies.  Upon  thefe  prin- 
ciples we  may  account  for  the  won- 
derful effects  of  lime  in  the  im- 
provement of  black  moor-land. 
Moor-earth  confiils  of  diflblved, 
and  half-diffolved,  vegetable  fub- 
Yol.  XX, 
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fiances.  It  is  full  of  oil.  Lime 
aflimilates  the  one  and  diffolves  the 
other.  Such  lands,  not  originally 
worth  fourpence  per  acre,  may  be 
made,  by  paring,  burning,  and 
liming,  to  produce  plentiful  crops 
of  turneps,  which  may  be  followed 
with  oats,  barley,  or  grafs-feeds, 
according  to  the  inclination  of  the 
owner.  Thefe  obfervations,  how- 
ever, are  rather  foreign  to  the  pre- 
fent  argument,  to  which  I  fhall 
now  return. 

To  "the  univerfal  principle,  oil, 
we  mult  add  another  of  great  effi- 
cacy, though  very  little  underilood  ; 
I  mean  the  nitrous  acid  of  the  air. 
That  the  air  does  contain  the  ru- 
diments of  nitre,  is  demonfirable 
from  the  manner  of  making  falt- 
petre  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
world.  The  air  contains  no  fuch 
fait  as  perfect  nitre  ;  it  is  a  facti- 
tious fait,  and  is  made  by  the  ni- 
trous acid  falling  upon  a  proper 
matrix.  The  makers  of  nitre  form 
that  matrix  of  the  rubbiih  of  old 
houfes,  .fat  earth,  and  any  fixed 
alkaline  fait.  The  univerfal  acid, 
as  it  is  called,  is  attracted  by  thefe 
materials,  and  forms  true  nitre, 
which  is  rendered  pure  by  means 
of  crystallization,  and  in  that  form 
it  is  brought  to  us.  In  very  hot 
countries  the  natural  earth  forms  a 
matrix  for  nitre,  which  makes  the 
operation  very  ihort.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  that  nitre  is  moft  plentifully 
formed  in  winter,  when  the  wind 
is  northerly  :  hence  we  may  un- 
derlland  the  true  reafon  why  farm- 
ers .nd  nurferymen  lay  up  their 
lands  in  high  ridges  .uring  the 
winter  months.  The  j.ood  effects 
of  that  operation  are  wholly  attri- 
buted to  the  mechanical  action  of 
the  froft  upon  the  ground.  Light 
foils,   as  well   as  the  tough   ones, 

H  may 
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may  be   expofed   in   high   ridge*, 
but  with  fome  limitation,  in  order 
to  imitate  the  mud  walls  in  Ger- 
many, which  are  found,  by  expe- 
rience, to  colledl  confiderable  quan- 
tities  of  nitre  during   the  winter. 
After  faying  fo  much  in  praife  of 
nitre,    it  will   be  expe&ed   that    I 
fhould  produce  fome  proofs  of  its 
efficacy,  when  ufed  as  manure.     I 
mult  confefs  that    experiments  do 
not  give  us  any  fuch  proofs.     Per- 
haps too  large  a  quantity  has  been 
ufed ;   or  rather,   it  could   not   be 
reftored  to  the  earth  with  its  parti- 
cles fo  minutely  divided,  as  when 
it   remained   united  with  the  foil, 
by  means  of  the  chymiftry  of  na- 
ture.   I  fhall  therefore  confider  this 
nitrous  acid,    or,   as    philofophers 
call  it,  the  acidum  njagum,   in  the 
light  of  a  vivifying  principle,  with 
whofe    operation    we  are    not   yet 
fully  acquainted. — A   curious   ob- 
ferver  will  remark,  that  there  fub- 
fifts     a     ftrong     analogy    between 
plants  and  animals.     Oil  and  wa- 
ter feem  to  make  up  the  nouriih- 
ment  of  both.     Earth  enters  very 
little    into   the   composition  of  ei- 
ther.     It  is    known  that   animals 
take  in  a  great  many  earthy  par- 
ticles at  the  mouth,  but  they  are 
foon  difcharged  by  urine  and  ftool. 
Vegetables  take  in  the  fmallefl:  por- 
tion imaginable  of  earth ;  and  the 
reafon  is,    they   have   no  way   to 
difcharge  it.     It  is  highly  proba- 
ble,   that    the    radical     fibres    of 
plants  take    up  their  nouriihment 
from  the  earth,  in  the  fame   man- 
ner  that   the  lafteal  veffels  abforb 
the  nutriment  from  the  interlines ; 


have  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to 
keep  up  the  analogy,  and  -fuppofe 
that  the  oleaginous  and  watery  parts 
of  the  foil    are  alfo  incorporated, 
previous  to   their  being   taken  up 
by    the    abforbing    veffels    of    the 
plant.     To  form   a    perfett  judg- 
ment of  this,  we  mult  reflect  that 
every  foil,  in  a  ltate  of  nature,  has 
in    itfelf  a  quantity   of  abforbent 
earth,  fufficient  to  incorporate  its 
inherent  oil  and  water  ;  but  when 
we  load   it  with   fat   manures,    it 
becomes  eflentially  neceffary  to  be- 
ftow   upon   it,    at    the   fame  time, 
fomething  to  aflimilate   the   parts. 
Lime,  foap-afhes,  kelp,  marl,  and 
all  the  alkaline  fubftances,  perform 
that  office.     In  order  to  render  this 
operation    vifible    to    the    fenfes : 
Diffolve  one  drachm  of  Ruffia  pot- 
afh  in  four  ounces  of  water  ;.  then 
add    one   fpoonful  of  oil.      Shake 
the   mixture,  and  it  will  inftantly 
become  an  uniform  mafs  of  a  whi- 
tifh  colour,  adapted  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vegetation.     This  eafy  and 
familar  experiment  is  a  jult  repre- 
fentation  of  what  happens  after  the 
operation    of    Burn-baking,     and 
confequently  may  be  coniidered   as 
a    confirmation   of  the   hypothefis 
advanced — Let   us    attend    to   the 
procefs.     The  fward  being  reduced 
to  afhes,    a  fixed  alkaline   fait   is 
produced.      The    moifture    of  the 
atmosphere  foon  reduces    that  fait 
into  a  fluid    ifate,  which,    mixing 
with  the  foil,  brings  about  an  union 
of  the  oily  and  watery  parts,  in  the 
manner  demonftrated  by  the  expe- 
riment.    When  the  ur»der  ttratum 
confifts  of  a  rich  vegetable  mould, 


and  as  the  oily  and  watery  parts  of    the  effects  of  Burn-baking  will  be 
our  food  are  perfectly  united  into  a    1  ailing  ;  but  when  the  foil  happens 


milky  liquor,  by  means  of  the  fpit- 
tle,  pancreatic  juice,  and  bile, 
before  they  enter  the  lafteals,  we 


to  be  thin  and  poor,  the  firit  crop 
frequently  fuffers  before  it  arrives 
at   maturity.     The  farmer   there- 
fore. 
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fore,  who  is  at  the  expence  of  par- 
ing and  burning  a  thin  foil,  fhould 
bellow  upon  it  a  portion  of  rotten 
dung,  or  fhambles  manure,  before 
the  allies  are  fpread,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  oily  parti- 
cles. In  confequence  of  this  pru- 
dent management,  the  crop  will  be 
fupported  during  its  growth,  and 
the  land  will  be  preferved  in  health 

and    vigour. Hitherto    I     have 

confidered  plants  as  nourifhed  by 
their  roots.  I  fhall  now  take  a 
view  of  them  as  nourifhed  by  their 
leaves.  An  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  vegetable  fyltem  is  effential- 
ly  neceffary.  Vegetables  that  have 
a  fucculent  leaf,  fuch  as  vetches, 
peafe,  beans,  and  buck-wheat, 
draw  a  great  part  of  their  nourish- 
ment from  the  air,  and  on  that 
account  impoverifh  the  foil  lef>  than 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  or  rye,  the 
leaves  of  which  are  of  a  firmer 
texture.  Rape  and  hemp  are  oil- 
bearing  plants,  and,  conicquently, 
impoverifhers  of  the  foil  ;  but  the 
former  lefs  io  than  the  latter,  ow- 
ing to  the  greater  fucculency  of  its 
leaf.  The  leaves  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  are  fucculent  for  a  time,  du- 
ring which  period  the  plants  take 
little  from  the  earth  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  ear  begins  to  be  formed, 
they  lofe  their  foftnefs,  and  di- 
minifh  in  their  attractive  power. 
The  radical  fibres  are  then  more 
vigoronfly  employed  in  extracting 
the  oily  particles  of  the  earth,  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  feed. 

On  the  Climate  of  America ;  from 
Dr.  Robertfon'j  Hijicry. 

WHAT  mod  diftinguifhes 
America  from  other  parts  of 
the  earth,  is  the  peculiar  tempera- 
ture of^ts  climate,  and  the  differ- 


ent laws  to  which  it  is  fubject  with 
re/pecl  to  the  diitribution  of  heat 
and  cold.  We  cannot  determine 
precifely  the  portion  of  heat  felt  in 
any  part  of  the  globe,  merely  by 
"meafuring  its  diitance  from  the 
equator.  The  climate  of  a  country 
is  affected,  in  fome  degree,  by  its 
elevation  above  the  fea,  by  the 
extent  of  continent,  by  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  the  height  of  adjacent 
mountains,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumftancci.  The  influence  of  thefe, 
however,  is,  from  various  caufes, 
lefs  conliderable  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  ancient  continent ;  and  from 
knowing  the  pofition  of  any  coun- 
try there,  we  can  pronounce  with 
more  certainty  what  will  be  the 
warmth  of  its  climate,  and  the  na- 
ture of  its  productions. 

The  maxims  which  are  founded 
upon  obfervation  of  our  hemifphere 
will  not  apply  to  the  other.  There, 
cold  predominates.  The  rigour  of 
the  frigid  zone  extends  over  half 
of  that  which  fhould  be  temperate 
by  its  poiition.  Countries  where 
the  grape  and  the  fig  fhould  ripen, 
are  buried  under  fnow  one  half  of 
the  year ;  and  lands  fituated  in 
the  fame  parallel  with  the  mod  fer- 
tile and  beft  cultivated  provinces  in 
Europe,  are  chilled  with  perpetual 
frofts,  which  almoft  deftroy  the 
power  of  vegetation.  As  we  ad- 
vance to  thofe  parts  of  America 
which  lie  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
provinces  of  Afia  and  Africa,  blef- 
fed  with  an  uniform  enjoyment  of 
fuch  genial  warmth  as  is  moff. 
friendly  to  life  and  vegetation,  the 
dominion  of  cold  continues  to  be 
felt,  and  winter,  though  during  a 
fhort  period,  often  reigns  with  ex= 
treme  feverity.  If  we  proceed  along 
the  American  continent  into  the 
torrid  zone,  we  fhall  find  the  cold 

H  z  preva- 


ioo      ANNUAL   RE 

prevalent  in  the  New  World  ex- 
tending itfelf  alfo  to  'his  region 
of  the  globe,  and  mitigating  the 
excefs  of  its  fervour.  While  the 
negro  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  is 
fcorched  with  unremitting  heat, 
the  inhabitant  of  Peru  breathes  an 
air  equally  mild  and  temperate, 
and  is  perpetually  (haded  under  a 
canopy  of  grey  clouds,  which  in- 
tercept the  fierce  beams  of  the  fun, 
without  obftructing  his  friendly  in- 
fluence. Along  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  America,  the  climate,  though 
more  fimilar  to  that  of  the  torrid 
zone  in  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
is  nevertheless  confiderably  milder 
than  in  thofe  countries  of  Afia  and 
Africa  which  lie  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude. Tf  from  the  fouthem  tropic 
we  continue  our  progrefs  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  American  continent, 
we  meet  with  frozen  feas,  and 
countries  horrid,  barren,  and  fcarce- 
Jy  habitable  for  cold,  fooner  than 
in  the  north. 

Various  caufes  combine  in  ren- 
dering the  climate  of  America  fo 
extremely  different  from  that  of  the 
ancient  continent.  Though  the 
utmoft  extent  of  America  towards 
the  north  be  not  yet"  difcovered, 
we  know  that  it  advances  nearer 
to  the  pole  than  either  Europe  or 
Afia.  The  latter  have  large  feas 
to  the  north,  which  are  open  dur- 
ing part  of  the  year  j  and  even 
when  covered  with  ice,  the  wind 
that  blows  over  them  is  Iefs  in- 
tenfely  cold  than  that  which  blows 
over  land  in  the  fame  high  lati- 
tudes. But  in  America  the  land 
ftretches  from  the  Ri"er  St.  Lau- 
rence towards  the  pole,  and  fpreads 
out  immenfely  to  the  weft.  A 
chiin  of  enormous  mountains,  co- 
vered with  fnow  and  ice,  runs 
7-Lrough  all  this  dreary  region.   The 
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wind,  in  paffing  over  fuch  an  ex- 
tent of  high  and  frozen  land,  be- 
comes fo  impregnated  with  cold, 
that  it  acquires  a  piercing  keennefs, 
which  it  retains  in  its  progrefs 
through  warmer  climates,  and  is 
not  entirely  mitigated  until  it  reach 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Over  all 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
a  north-wefterly  wind  and  exceffive 
cold  are  fynonymous  terms.  Even 
in  the  moil  fultry  weather,  the 
moment  that  the  wind  veers  to  that 
quarter,  its  penetrating  influence 
is  felt  in  a  tranfition  from  heat 
to  cold,  no  lefs  violent  than  fud- 
den.  To  this  powerful  caufe  we 
may  afcribe  the  extraordinary  do- 
minion of  cold,  and  its  violent  in- 
roads into  the  fouthem  provinces  in 
that  part  of  the  globe. 

Other  caufes,  no  lefs  remark- 
able, diminifh  the  active  power  of 
heat  in  thofe  parts  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent  which  lie  between  the 
tropics.  In  all  that  portion  of  the 
globe,  the  wind  blows  in  an  inva- 
riable direftion  from  eaft  to  weft. 
As  this  wind  holds  its  courfe  acrofs 
the  ancient  continent,  it  arrives  at 
the  countries  which  ftretch  along 
the  weftern  fhore  of  Africa,  in- 
flamed with  all  the  fiery  particle* 
which  it  hath  collected  from  the 
fultry  plains  of  Afia,  and  the  burn- 
ing fands  of  the  African  defarts. 
The  coaft  of  Africa  is,  according- 
ly, the  region  of  the  earth  which 
feels  the  moft  fervent  heat,  and  is 
expofed  to  the  unmitigated  ardour 
of  the  torrid  zone.  But  this  fame 
wind  which  brings  fuch  an  accef- 
fion  of  warmth  to  the  countries  ly- 
ing between  the  river  of  Senegal 
and  Cafraria,  traverfes  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  before  it  reaches  the 
American  fhore.  It  is  cooled  in 
its  paffage  over  thi3  vaft  body  of 
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water,   and  is  felt  as  a  refrefhing 
gale  along  the  coafts  of  Brafil,  and 
Guiana,  rendering  thefe  countries, 
though  among  the  warmeft  in  Ame- 
rica,   temperate,    when    compared 
with    thofe   which   lie   oppofite    to 
them  in  Africa.      As  this  wind  ad- 
vances in  its  courfe  acrofs  Ameri- 
ca,  it  meets  with  immenfe  plains, 
covered  with  impenetrable  forefts, 
or  occupied  by  large  rivers,  marfhes, 
and    itagnating    waters,    where     it 
can  recover  no  considerable  degree 
of  heat.     At   length  it  arrives   at 
the  Andes,  which  run  from    north 
to  fouth   through  the  whole  conti- 
nent.    In    pafiing  over    :heir   ele- 
vated and  frozen  fummits,  it  is  fo 
thoroughly  cooled,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  countries  beyond  them 
hardly  feel    the    ardour    to    which 
they  feem    expofed  by  their  fitua- 
tion.     In    the   other    provinces    of 
America,  from  Tierra  Firme  weft- 
ward  to  the  Mexican  empire,  the 
heat  of  the  climate  is  tempered,  in 
fome   places,    by   the  elevaticn   of 
the  land  above  the  fea,  in   others, 
by   their    extraordinary   humidity, 
and  in  al',  by  the  enormous  moun- 
tains fcattered  over  this  trad.    The 
iflandsof  America  in   the   Torrid 
Zone  are    either  fmall    or    moun- 
tainous,   and    are    fanned     alter- 
nately by  refrefhing  fea  and  land 
breezes. 

The  caufes  of  the  extraordinary 
cold  towards  the  fouthern  limits  of 
America,  and  in  the  feas  beyond 
it,  cannot  be  afcertained  in  a  man- 
ner equally  fatisfying.  It  was  long 
fuppofed  that  a  vaft  continent,  di- 
flinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Terra 
Aujlralis  Incognita,  lay  between  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  America  and 
the  Antarctic  pole,  The  fame 
principles  which  account  for  the 
extraordinary  degree  of  cold  in  the 
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northern  regions  of  America,  were 
employed  in  order  to  explain  that 
which  is  felt  at  Cape  Horn  and 
the  adjacent  countries.  The  im« 
menfe  extent  of  the  fouthern  conti- 
nent, and  the  large  rivers  which 
it  poured  into  the  ocean,  were  men- 
tioned and  admitted  by  philofo- 
phers,  as  caufes  fufficient  to  occaficn 
the  unufual  lenlaticn  of  cold,  and 
the  ilill  more  uncommon  appear- 
ances of  frozen  feas  in  that  region 
of  the  globe.  But  the  imaginary 
continent  to  which  fuch  influence 
was  afcribed,  having  been  fearch- 
ed  for  in  vain,  and  the  Ipace  which 
it  was  fuppoled  to  occupy  having 
been  found  to  be  an  open  fea,  new 
conjectures  rnuil  be  formed  with 
reipect  to  the  caufes  of  a  tempera- 
ture of  climate,  fo  extremely  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  we  expe- 
rience in  countries  removed  at  the 
fame  diflance  from  the  oppofite 
pole. 

Accofla  is  the  firft  philofopher, 
as  far  as  I  know,  who  endeavoured 
to  account  for  the  different  degrees 
of  heat  in  the  old  and  new  conti- 
nents, by  the  agency  of  the  winds 
which  blow  in  each.  Hift.  Mo- 
ral. &c.  lib.  ii.  &c  iii.  M.  de  Euf- 
fon  adopts  this  theo.y,  and  has 
not  only  improved  it  by  new  ob- 
fervations,  but  has  employed  his 
amazing  powers  of  defcriptive  elo- 
quence in  embellifhing  and  placing 
it  in  the  moft  ltriking  light.  Some 
remarks  may  be  added,  which  tend 
to  illuftrate  more  fully  a  doctrine 
of  much  importance  in  ere-y  in- 
quiry concerning  the  temperature 
of  various  climates. 

When  a  cold  wind  blows  over 
land,  it  muft  in  its  paflage  rob  the 
furface  of  fome  oi  its  heat.  By 
means  of  this,  the  coldnefs  o  the 
wind  is  abated.  But  if  it  conti- 
H  3  nue 
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nue  to  blow  in  the  fame  direction, 
it  will  come,  by  degrees,  to  pafs 
over  a  fur  face  already  cooled,  and 
will  fuffer  no  longer  any  abatement 
of  its  own  keennefs.  Thus  as  it 
advances  over  a  large  tract  of  land, 
it  brings  on  all  the  feverity  of  in- 
tenfe  froft. 

Let  the  fame  wind  blow  over  an 
extenfive  and  deep  fea  ;  the  fuper- 
ficial  water  mult   be   immediately 
cooled  to  a  certain  degree,  and  the 
wind  proportionally  warmed.     But 
the    fuperficial   and    colder    water 
becoming  fpecifically  heavier  than 
the  warmer  water    below   it,    de- 
fcends ;    what   is    warmer  fupplies 
its  place,  which,  as  it  comes  to  be 
cooled    in    its   turn,    continues   to 
warm  the  air  which  pafles  over  it, 
or    to    diminish    its    cold.      This 
change  of  the  fuperficial  water,  and 
iucceflive  afcent   of  that  which   is 
warmer,  and  confequent  fucceffive 
abatement  of  coldnefs  in  the  air, 
is  aided  by  the  agitation  caufed  in 
the  fea  by  the  mechanical  action  of 
the  wind,  and  alfo  by  the  motion 
of  the   tides.      This   will   go  on, 
and  the   rigour   of  the   wind    will 
continue    to    diminifh     until     the 
whole  water  is  fo  far  cooled,  that 
the  water  on  the  furface  is  no  long- 
er removed  from  the  action  of  the 
wind,  fall  enough  to  hinder  it  from 
being  arretted  by  froft.     Whenever 
the  furface  freezes,  the  wind  is  no 
longer  warmed  by  the  water  from 
below,  and  it  goes  on  with  undi- 
jninifhed  cold. 

From  thofe  principles  may  be 
explained  the  feverity  of  winter 
frofts  in  extenfive  continents ;  their 
mildnefs  in  fmall  iflands ;  and  the 
fuperior  rigour  of  winter  in  thofe 
parts  of  North  America  with  which 
we  are  beft  acquainted.  In  the 
north-weft  parts  of  Europe,    the 


feverity  of  winter  is  mitigated  by 
the  weft  winds,  which  uiually  blow 
in  the  months  of  November  De- 
cember, and  part  of  January. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  a  warm 
wind  blows  over-land,  it  heats  the 
furface,  which  mull  therefore  ceafe 
to  abate  the  fervour  of  the  wind. 
But  the  fame  wind  blowing  over 
water,  agitates  it,  brings  up  the 
colder  water  from  below,  and  thus 
is  continually  loiing  fomewhat  of 
its  own  heat. 

But  the  great  power  of  the  fea 
to  mitigate  the  heat  of  the  wind  or 
air  palling  over  it,  proceeds  from 
the  following  circumttance,  that  on 
account  of  the  tranfparcncy  of  the 
fea,  its  furface  cannot  be  heated  to 
a  great  degree  by  the  fun's  rays  ; 
whereas  the  ground,  fubjecled  to 
their  influence,  very  foon  acquires 
great  heat.  When,  therefore,  the 
wind  blows  over  a  torrid  continent, 
it  is.  foon  raifed  to  a  heat  almoft  in- 
tolerable; but  during  its  palfage 
over  an  extenfive  ocean,  it  is  gra- 
dually cooled  ;  fo  that  on  its  arri- 
val at  the  fartheft  fhore,  it  is  again 
fit  for  refpiration. 

Thofe    principles    will     account 
for  the  fultry  heats  of  large  conti- 
nents in   the  torrid  zone  ;   for  the 
mild  climate  of  iilands  in  the  fame 
latitude  ;     and     for    the    fuperior 
warmth     in    fummer    which    large 
continents,  fuuated  in  temperate  or 
colder  zones   of  the   earth,  enjoy, 
when  compared  with  that  of  iflandf. 
The  heat  of  a  climate  depends  not 
only  upon  the  immediate  eirect  of 
the  fun's  rays,  but  on   their  conti- 
nued operation,  on  the  effect  which 
they  have  formerly  produced,  and 
which  remains  for  fome  time  in  the 
ground.     This  is   the  reafon  why 
the   day  is  warmeft   about  two  in 
the  afternoon,  the  iummer  warmeft 
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about  the  middle  of  July,  and  the 
winter  coldeft  about  the  middle  of 
January. 

The  foreils  which  cover  Ame- 
rica, and  hinder  the  fun-beams  from 
heating  the  ground,  are  a  great 
caufe  of  the  temperate  climate  of 
the  equatorial  parts.  The  ground, 
not  being  heated,  cannot  heat  the 
air  ;  and  the  leaves,  which  receive 
the  rays  intercepted  from  the 
ground,  have  not  a  mafs  of  mat- 
ter fufficient  to  abforb  heat  enough 
for  this  purpofe.  Befides,  it  is  a 
known  fact,  that  the  vegetative 
power  of  a  plant  occafions  a  per- 
fpiration from  the  leaves  in  propor- 
tion to  the  heat  to  which  they  are 
expofed  ;  and,  from  the  nature  of 
evaporation,  this  perfpiration  pro- 
duces a  cold  in  the  leaf  proportional 
to  the  perfpiration.  Thus  the  ef- 
fect of  the  leaf  in  heating  the  air 
in  contact  with  it,  is  prodigioufly 
diminifhed.  For  thoie  obferva- 
tions,  which  throw  much  additional 
light  on  this  curious  fubject,  I  am 
indebted  to  my  ingeniois  friend, 
Mr.  Robinfon,  profeffor  of  natural 
philofophy  in  the  univerlity  of 
Edinburgh. 


On  the  Ufe  of  fermenting  Cataplafms 
in  Mortifications.  From  Medical 
Tranfadions. 

ABOUT  the  beginning  of 
July,  1770,  I  was  called  to 
the  affiltance  of  a  gentlewoman  of 
this  town,  aged  67  years ;  ihe 
was  of  a  thin  relaxed  habit  of 
body,  and  her  natural  ftrength 
much  decayed ;  at  this  time  a 
mortification  was  beginning  in  the 
end  of  her  great  toe,  which  did 
not  fucceed  any  other  diforder  or 
accident.  *—  The   bark,  red   wine, 


opiates,  volatile  and  cordial  medi» 
cines,  were  therefore  freely  admi- 
niftered.  Cataplafms,  with  the 
bark,  opiates,  and  aromatics,  were 
frequently  applied  externally  ;  vi- 
nous and  ipirituous  ftupes  were 
likewife  ufed  ;  but  before  the  end 
of  September  all  the  toes  on  the 
affected  foot  were  perifhed  ;  and 
the  mortification  kept  advancing 
flowlv,  with  a  livid  appearance 
fpreading  as  high  as  the  ancle : 
which  gave  me  very  little  hopes  of 
her  recovery,  efpeciallyas  fhe  grew 
tired  of  all  medicines. — But  as  I 
had  fuccefsfully  preferved  dead 
flefh  for  many  months  by  keeping 
it  in  fixable,  or  new  generated 
air,  (according  to  the  difcovery  «f 
Dr.  Macbride)  1  determined  to  try 
the  effect  it  would  have  by  an  ex- 
ternal  application  in  this  cafe,  ex- 
pecting the  putrid  effluvia  of  the 
gangrened  parts  (on  which  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  the  fpread- 
ing of  all  gangrenes  depend)  might 
be  corrected,  or  in  fome  parts  de- 
ltroyed,  by  the  fixable  air.  A 
cataplafm  was  therefore  directed 
of  fuch  ingredients  as  I  thought 
beft  adapted  to  ferment  by  the  ad- 
dition of  fome  yeaft,  as  wheat 
flower,  honey,  and  water ;  thefc 
were  mixed  into  a  thin  parte,  and 
fet  by  the  fire  till  they  began  to 
ferment,  and  were  then  applied, 
nearly  cold,  once  a  day  for  ten 
days,  when  to  my  great  fatisfaftion 
the  mortification  was  flopped,  and 
the  putrid  flench  abated  ;  the  ca- 
taplafms were  continued  till  the 
dead  toes  became  loofe,  and  were 
removed,  when  common  digeftivet 
and  defenfative  plafters  were  fub- 
ftituted  in  their  place  ;  the  fore  be- 
gan to  difcharge  good  matter,  put 
up  new  flefh,  and  had  a  favour- 
able appearance.  But  accidentally 
H  4  one 
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one    night  about  the   end  of  No- 
vember fhe   got  her  dreffings  off, 
and   lay  with    the    {lump    expofed 
.to  the  cold  air  ;  in  the  morning  I 
four.'l    the    itump    black   and    dry. 
I    dreflcd    it    with    warm    foft    di- 
gePives,    and    covered    them    with 
the  Therlacu  Londinenjis  :    but  could 
not  get  any  difcharge  from  it,   the 
mortification    having    again    taken 
place  ;   and  reached  in  a  few  days 
the  thick   part    or    middle   of  the 
foot.     The   fmell  becoming   again 
in    '  rable,    the    fermenting    cata- 
plafms were  applied  as  before  ;  and 
all    the    livid     appearance,    which 
fpread    a  hand's  breath  above  the 
ankle,  was  alfo  covered  with  them  ; 
and  in  a  few  days,  I  was  thorough- 
ly  fatisfied    the   mortification   was 
again    flopped  ;  though   htr  appe- 
tite was   greatly  decayed,  and  her 
ftrength  much  exhauiled.     The  ca- 
taplafms were    continued    till    the 
beginning  of  March    177 1,  when 
the  dead  parts  fcparated  about  the 
middle    of    the    metatarfal    bones, 
almoft  as  even  as  if  they  had  been 
taken  off  with  a  faw,  and  were  re- 
moved  with    the  dreffings  without 
the    lofs    of   a    tea-fpoon     full   of 
blood.      From    this    time    the  fore 
healed   kindly,  though  remarkably 
flow  ;    fhe    began   to    recover    her 
appetite  and  health,  which  fhe  {till 
retains. 

Since  the  above  cafe,  I  have 
feen  ihe  good  effedts  of  fixed  air, 
applied  nearly  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, (adding  fometimes  a  little 
cert.  Peru-v.  or  tincl.  Thebaic,  to 
the  cataplafms)  in  a  beginning 
mortification  on  the  leg  of  an  old 
gentleman,  attending  with  fwelling 
and  blacknefs  about  his  foot  and 
ankle ;  with  a  livid  appearance 
running  up  the  fide  of  his  leg,  and 
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many  large  vefications  upon  the 
foot,  which  never  grew  any  larger, 
nor  more  in  number,  after  the  fer- 
menting cataplafms  were  applied; 
but  healed,  or  dried  up,  loon  ; 
the  fwelling  abated,  and  the  black- 
nefs difappeared  in  a  few  days; 
and  in  a  fortnight  he  was  able  to 
walk  about,  and  Hill  continues 
well. 

I  have  alfo  ufed  the  fermentable 
cataplafms,  with  fome  advantage, 
to  foetid  foul  ulcers,  where  I  have 
fufpedted  the  abforption  of  the  f«- 
tid  matter  to  be  prejudicial  to 
health. 

Query,  Is  not  fixed  air  a  weak 
acid  ? — If  fo,  it  is  not  furprizing 
that  it  fhould  refill  putrefaction,  as 
all  other  acids  have  been  long 
known  to  do  ;  but  its  greater  flui- 
dity enabling  it  to  penetrate  further 
into  foft  bodies,  and  its  caufticity 
being  fo  fmall,  renders  it  both 
more  efficacious,  and  mbre  conve- 
nient for  counteracting  putrefaction 
in  living  bodies. 

The  acid  nature  of  this  fluid  ap- 
pears from  its  uniting  with  caujiic 
calcareous  earth,  and  producing  thofe 
cryftals  called  dogtooth  fpar. 

With  caufiic  fixed  alkalies,  it 
cryftalizes,  and  produces  mild  fixed 
alkalies. 

With  caujiic  volatile  alkalies,  it 
cryfializes,  and  produces  mild  'vo- 
latile alkalies  :  and  from  all  thefe 
bodies  it  is  difpoffeffed  by  ftronger 
acids. — It  further  appears  to  be  an 
acid,  from  its  diflblving  the  iron 
in  chalybeate  waters. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  fixed 
or  fixable  air  (if  a  weak  acid)  is 
the  moll  univerfal  acid  in  nature, 
as  not  only  all  limeftone,  chalk, 
marble  and  marks,  are  replete 
with  it ;  but  it  makes  up  a  great  part 
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of  the  compofnion  of  all  animal, 
and  vegetable  bodies,  and  floats  in 
great  abundance  in  the  atmofphere: 
as  appears  from  the  experiments  of 
procuring  fixable  air  from  all  thefe 
bodies,  by  fermentation,  or  by 
the  addition  of  Wronger  acids,  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  lartly  from 
the  fcum  which  is  almoft  inftantly 


produced  on  lime  water  expofed  to 
the  air,  which  is  a  re-production  of 
limeflone.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with 
great  refpect,   * 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

John  Power. 
Pole/worth, 


USEFUL 
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Cautions  againji  the  Burial  of  Per- 
fons  fuppofed  Dead, 

AS  the  following  addrefs  relates 
to  a  fubject  in  which  every 
individual  is  interefted,  the  writer 
wifhes  to  render  theknowledge  of  it 
as  general  as  poffible. 

The  cuftom  of  laying  out  the 
bodies  of  the  perfons  fuppofed  to  be 
dead  as  foon  as  refpiration  ceafes, 
and  the  interment  of  them  before 
the  figns  of  putrefaction  appear, 
has  been  "frequently  opppfed  by 
men  of  learning  and  humanity  in 
this  and  other  countries.  Monf. 
Bruhier,  in  particular,  a  phyfician 
of  great  eminence  in  Paris,  pub- 
limed  a  piece,  about  thirty  years 
ago,  intitled,  "  The  Uncertainty 
of  the  Signs  of  Death,"  in  which 
he  clearly  proved,  from  the  teftimo- 
jiies  of  various  authors,  and  the  at- 
teftations  of  unexceptionable  vvit- 
neffes,  that  many  perfons  who  have 
been  buried  alive,  and  were  provi- 
dentially difcovered  in  that  ltate, 
had  been  refcued  from  the  grave, 
and  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of  fociety 
for  feveral  years  after. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  numer- 
ous and  well  authenticated  facts 
of  this  kind,  the  cuftom  above 
mentioned    remains   in   full  force. 


As  foon  as  the  femblance  of  death 
appears,  the  chamber  of  the  fick  is 
delerted  by  friends,  relatives,  and 
phyficians  ;  and  the  apparently  dead, 
though  frequently  living  body,  is 
committed  to  the  management  of 
an  ignorant  and  unfeeling  nurfe, 
whofe  care  extends  no  farther  than 
laying  the  limbs  ftraight,  and  fe- 
curing  her  accuftoraed  perquifites. 
The  bed-cloaths  are  immediately 
removed,  and  the  body  is  expofed 
to  the  air,  which,  when  cold,  mull 
extinguifh  the  little  fpark  of  life 
that  may  remain,  and  which,  by  a 
different  treatment,  might  have  been 
kindled  into  flame  *. 

I  am  willing,  however,  to  hope, 
that  fince  it  has  of  late  been  fo 
frequently  demonftrated,  that  the 
vital  principle  may  exift,  where  the 
characterises  of  death,  except  pu- 
trefaction, are  prefent,  the  rational 
p.irt  of  the  community  are,  at 
length,  difpofed  to  pay  fome  atten- 
tion to  this  fubjett. 

With  that  hope  I  {hall  venture 
to  particularize  a  few  of  the  cafes  in 
which  this  fallacious  appearance  is 
moil;  likely  to  happen,  and  point  out 
the  mode  of  treatment,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  belief  my  judgment, 
fhould  be  refpeclively  adopted. 

In   apoplectic  and   fainting  fits, 


*  Alluding  to  the  motto  of  the  medal  given  by  the  Humane  Society,  "  Lateat 
«  Scintillula  fovfan." 

and 
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pearance,  died  from  that  caufe, 
have  been  recovered  f,  there  is  the 
greateft  reafon  for  concluding,  that 
many,  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
eale,  have  been  prematurely  num- 
bered among  the  dead  ;  and  that 
the  fond  parent,  by  negle&ing  the 
means  of  recalling  lire,  has  often 
been  the  guiltlels  executioner  of 
her  own  offspring. 

To  prevent  the  commiiTion  of 
fuch  dreadful  miftakes,  no  child, 
whofe  life  has  been  apparently  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  convulfions,  mould 
be  conjigntd  to  the  grave  till  the 
means  of  recovery  above  recom- 
mended in  apoplexies,  &c.  have 
been  tried  ;  and,  if  poiiible,  under 
the  direction  of  fome  fkilful  prac- 
titioner of  medicine,  who  may  vary 
them  as  circumttances  fhall  re- 
quire. 

When  fe\ers  arife  in  weak  habits, 
or  when  the  cure  of  them  has  been 
principally  attempted  by  means  of 
depletion,  the  confequent  debility 
is  often  very  great,  and  the  patient 

•I  mould  think  myfelf  extremely  culpable,  if  I  neglected  this  opportunity  of 
cautioning  parents  and  nuries  againft  the  free  ufe  of  Godfrey's  Cordial.  It  is  a 
ftrong  folution  of  opium,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  deep  it  produces  has  proved 
the  fleep  of  death  to  thoufands  of  children.  When  this  poiibnous  cordial  has  been 
given  in  a  dangerous  dofe,  and  a  difcuvery  cf  it  is  made  before  the  power  of  l'wal- 
-  is  loll,  it  will  be  adviieable  to  give  the  child  a  tea-fpoonful  of  ipecacuan  wine 
.  of  an  hour,  till  the  contents  of  .the  ltomach  are  dii'chargtd. 

f  A  remarkable  fad  cf  this  kind  may  be  found  in  the  Ephemerid.  Medico- 
Phyf.  Germ.  Ann.  Oct.  the  fubltance  cf  which  is  as  follows  : — A  girl  about 
feven  years  of  age,  who  had  been  for  fome  weeks  beLre  troubled  with  a  bad 
:.,  was  fuddeniy  feized  with  a  fit ;  a  phyfician  was  immediately  fent  for, 
who,  finding  that  the  heart  and  lungs  had  ceai'ed  to  perform  their  functions, 
that  her  lips  and  cheeks  were  pale,  and  her  temples  funk,  concluded  that  life 
was  irrecoverably  ioft.  For  the  l'atisfaftion,  however,  of  her  afflicted  parents, 
a  clyfter  was  adminilfered,  and  her  wri its  were  chafed  with  fpirituous  water ;  but 
110  fign  of  life  appearing,  the  foles  of  the  feet  were  ordered  to  be  rubbed  with 
ftrong  brine ;  and  the  friction  was  continued  without  intermiflion  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  j  at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  began  to  breathe.  The  fri&ion  was 
then  increafed  j  two  or  three  deep  infpirations  followed  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time 
the  child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  dead  by  the  phyfician,  as  well  as  the  byftanders, 
was,  to  the  itirprize  of  both,  and  the  great  joy  of  her  parents,  reftored  to  life  and 
health. 

forao 


and  in  thofe  arifing  from  any  vio- 
lent agitation  of  mind,  and  alio 
when  opium  or  fpirituous  liquors  have 
been  taken  in  too  great  a  quan- 
tity *,  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  appearance  of  death  has 
been  frequently  miftaken  tor  the 
reality.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  means 
recommended  by  the  Humane  So.iety 
for  tie  Recovery  of  Drowned  Perfons 
mould  be  perfevered  in  for  feveral 
hours,  and  bleeding,  which  in  fimi- 
lar  circumltances  has  lometimes 
proved  pernicious,  mould  be  ufed 
with  great  caution. 

In  the  two  latter  inftances  it  will 
be  highly  expedient,  with  a  view 
of  counteracting  the  foporific  effects 
of  opium  and  fpirits,  to  convey  in- 
to the  ltomach,  by  a  proper  tube,  a 
folution  of  tartar  emetic,  and  by 
various  other  means  to  excite  vomit- 
ing. 

From  the  number  of  children 
carried  off  by  convulfions,  and  the 
certainty,  arifing  from  undoubted 
fads,  that  fome  who  have,  in  ap- 
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fometfmes  finks  into  a  ftate  which 
bears  fo  clofe  an  affinity  to  that  of 
death,  that  I  am  afraid  it  has  too 
often  deceived  the  byftanders,  and 
induced  them  to  fend  for  the  un- 
dertaker when  they  fhould  have 
had  recourfe  to  the  fuccours  of  me- 
dicine. 

In  fuch^cafes,  volatiles,  eau  de 
luce  for  example,  mould  be  applied 
to  the  nofe,  rubbed  on  the  tem- 
ples, and  fprinkled  often  about  the 
bed ;    hot  flannels,  moiftened  with 


paying  the  laft  kind  office  of  hu- 
manity to  her  renuuns  perceived 
fome  warmth  about  the  middle  of 
the  back,  and  acquainting  her 
friends  with  it,  they  applied  a  mir- 
ror to  her  mouth ;  but,  after  re- 
peated trials,  could  not  obferve  it 
in  the  lead  ftained  ;  her  under  jaw 
was  likewife  fallen,  as  the  common 
phrafe  is  ;  and,  in  fhort,  me  had 
every  appearance  of  a  dead  perfon. 
All  this  time  fhe  had  not  been 
ftripped   or   drefled,  but  the   win- 


a  ftrong  folution  of  camphorated  dows  were  opened,  as  is  ufual  in 
fpirit,  may  likewife  be  applied  over  the  chambers  of  the  deceafed.  In 
the  breait,  and  renewed  every  quar-  the  evening  the  heat  feemed  to  in- 
ter of  an  hour ;  and  as  foon  as  the  creafe,  and  at  length  (he  was  per- 
patient  is  able  to  fwallow,  a  tea-  ceived  to  breathe." — See  Lend, 
fpoonful  of  the  ftrongeft  cordial  Cron.  vol.  iv.  p.  465. 
fliould  be  given  every  five  minutes.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  wri- 
The  fame  methods  may  alfo  be  ter  to  publifh  aNvork  upon  this  fub- 


ufed  with  propriety  in  the  fmall- 
pox  when  the  puftules  fink,  and 
death  apparently  enfues ;  and  like- 
wife  in  any  other  acute  difeafes, 
when  the  vital  functions  are  fuf- 
pended  from  afimilar  caufe. 

Even  in  old  age,  when  life  feems 


jeft,  but  as  his  various  avocations 
will  not  permit  him  to  carry  that 
defign  into  execution,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  throw  out  the  above 
hints  ;  and  if  they  fhould  be  the 
means  of  preventing  one  perfon 
from    being   laid  our,  or,    what  is 


to  have  been  gradually  drawing  to  more  horrible,  buried  alive,  it  will 

a  clofe,  the  appearances  of  death  are  afford  the  writer  a  pleafure  of  the 

often  fallacious.  nobleft  kind,  that  arifing  from  the 

"  Not  many  years  fince,  a  lady  confeioufnefs  of  doing  gcod  to  his 

in    Cornwall,    more    than    eighty  fellow- creatures. 


years  of  age,  who  had  been  a  con- 
siderable time  declining,  took  to 
ber  bed,  and  in  a  few  days  feem- 
ingly  expired  in  the  morning.  As 
Ihe  had  often  defired  not  to  be  bu- 
ried till  fhe  had  been  two  days 
dead,  her  requeft  was  to  have  been 
regularly  complied  with  by  her  re- 
lations. All  that  faw  her,  looked 
upon  her  as  dead,  and  the  report  was 
current  through  the  whole  place  ; 
nay,  a  gentleman  of  the  town 
aftually  wrote  to  his  friend  in  the 
ifland  of  Scilly,  that  fhe  was  de- 
ceafed.     But  one  of  thofe  who  were 


Palgra-ve  Place.     W.  HAWES. 

P.  S.  If  that  regard  be  paid  to 
the  above  addrefs  which  the  fubjedl 
of  it  feems  to  demand,  and  any  life 
or  lives  be  faved  in  confequence  of 
the  hints  that  I  have  thrown  out, 
the  communication  of  any  fuch  in- 
llances  of  fuccefs  will  be  efteemed 
a  particular  favour;  as  it  will  afford 
me  the  molt  iblid  pleafure,  and  be 
a  fatisfadlory  evidence  that  a  man 
who  labours  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  humanity  will  be  attended  to  by 
the  public. 

Tit 
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The  fallowing  Caye,  amongft  a  Va- 
riety cf  others  which  ha-ve  failem 
under  the  immediate  InfpeSion  of 
Mr.  Harmant,  a  celebrated  Phy- 
Jician  at  Nancy,  furnijhes  us~*with 
a  Jlrong  Proof  of  the  NeceJJity  of 
the  Caution  recommended  above, 
nvth  fo  much  Humanity  and  Judg- 
ment, by  Mr.  Hawes. 

DECEMBER  23,  1764,  I  was 
fent  for  by  M.  de  Potier, 
Knight  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Lewis,  8cz-  at  Nancy, 
to  hafien  with  the  utmolt  expedi- 
tion to  his  manfion,  to  attend  his 
cook,  who  was  dangeroufly  ii!.  It 
was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  when  the  meffenger  came 
to  my  houfe ;  but  as  1  was  not  at 
home,  they  had  recourfe  to  another 
phyfieian.  This  gentleman  judg- 
ing, from  the  appearance  of  the 
patient,  that  it  was  an  apoplectic 
fit,  he  ordered  the  remedies  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  but  without  any 
effeft.  Clyfters  of  tobacco,  with 
coloquintida,  made  not  the  leaft 
im predion.  They  concluded  that 
the  patient  was  absolutely  dead, 
and  from  tnat  moment  every  reme- 
dy was  difcontinued. 

It  was  not  before  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  that  I  was  informed 
either  of  the  invitation  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  of  the  ftate  of  the  patient. 

1  ran  to  his  affiftance.  As  I  was 
entering  the  doors,  the  other  phyfi- 
cian happened  to  meet  me,  told  me 
the  cook  was  dead,  and  that  every 
kind  of  aid  had  been  adminiftered 
in  vain. 

This  account  did  not  abate  my 
defires  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate 
object.  I  went  into  the  room 
where  the  fuppofed  corpfe,  yet  in 
bed,    was    expofed  to  the  fight  of 

2  multitude   of  fpectators,   all  of 
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fcemed    affected    with    the 


whom 
event. 

They  were  already  preparing  for 
his  funeral.  I  immediately  exa- 
mined  his  body  with  the  firicteft 
attention  ;  I  found  his  face  livid, 
and  a  little  fwollen  ;  the  eyes  half 
open,  bright,  prominent  ;  the 
mouth  clofed,  teeth  fixed,  the  neck 
enlarged,  the  belly  very  mach 
fwoin  :  there  was  neither  pulfe  nor 
refpiration. 

By  thefe  different  fymptoms  I 
concluded  immediately  that  they 
were  the  effect  of  the  vapour  of 
lighted  charcoal.  I  made  enquiry 
upon  this  fubject  of  all  the  do- 
meftics.  The  kitchen  girl  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  retired  to 
his  chamber  about  eleven  o'clock  the 
preceding  evening,  in  good  health  ; 
that  (he  had  carried  up,  by  his 
order,  a  brafier,  with  charcoal  ; 
that  finding  he  did  not  make  hii 
appearance  in  the  kitchen  at  the 
ufual  hour,  fhe  concluded  that  he 
was  mil  afleep  ;  but  perceiving 
that  it  grew  late,  fhe  went  into  the 
room  in  order  to  awaken  him,  and 
then  fhe  found  him  in  the  fituatioa 
in  which  I  had  feenhim. 

This  account  confirming  my 
conjectures,  I  prepared  to  admini- 
ster affiftance.  I  ordered  him  to  be 
immediately  taken  out  of  the  bed 
and  cut  of  the  chamber,  and  had 
him  placed  naked  upon  a  feat  in  a 
court  by  the  fide  of  a  fountain.  Af- 
ter he  was  properly  fixed,  I  began 
with  throwing  cold  water  in  his 
face  by  glafsfuls.  I  defired  feveral 
of  the  affiltants  to  follow  my  exam- 
ple, but  they  complied  with  reluct- 
ance, being  prepofTefTed  chat  the  man 
was  dead,  and  that  my  attempts 
were  fruitlefs. 

More  than  an  hour  elapfed  be- 
fore the  patient  had  difcovered  any 
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figns  of  fcnfibility.  The  attend- 
ants  began  to  defpair,  and  to  ani- 
mate their  courage,  I  affured  them 
that  in  a  fhort  time  they  would 
perceive  their  error.  This  affur- 
ance, joined  to  my  entreaties,  made 
them  renew  the  application  of  the 
water ;  they  threw  it  with  greater 
force,  and  more  frequently  than 
before,  which  foon  produced  a  flight 
hickup. 

This  firft  fymptom  having  ftruck 
them  like  a  refurredion,  the  noife 
thereof  was  foon  fpread  throughout 
the  manfion,  and  feveral  perfons 
of  diftin&ion  ran  to  the  place ;  I 
ordered  the  adminiftration  of  cold 
water  to  be  continued  in  their  pre- 
fence,  frequently  and  by  glafs- 
fuls.  The  hiccoughs  became  ftrong- 
er  and  more  frequent,  and  I  per- 
ceived that  the  teeth  began  to  re- 
lax. 

1  had  ordered  cylinders  of  liquo- 
rice root  to  be  prepared.  I  intro- 
duced fome  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
between  the  teeth,  to  hinder  them 
from  fixing  again  ;  and  we  foon 
perceived  the  efforts  of  the  air  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  cheft,  and  of 
the  cheft  endeavouring  to  diftend 
and  contrail  itfelf. 

I  ordered  Spanifh  fnuff  alfo  to 
be  blown  into  the  noftrils  with  a 
view  to  excite  fneezings,  tho'  with- 
out this  effea  ;  but  the  attendants 
perceived  him  to  move  his  head, 
and  give  manifeft  figns  of  fenfa- 
tion  ;  he  moved  alfo  his  right  hand 
and  fingers,  as  if  he  wifhed  to  raife 
them  to  his  nofe.  This  new  in- 
dication of  his  Refurreaion  gave 
the  higheft  fatisfaftion  to  the  com- 
pany. .     .  . 

The    projedion    of    water    was 

continued   with   vigour,    and    the 
frequency  of  the  hiccoughs  increas- 


ed proportionably.  This  remedy 
excited  a  flight  vomiting  of  nau- 
feous  matter.  1  had  already  fpent 
three  compleat  hours  in  attempting 
the  recovery,  and  had  advanced  no 
further  than  to  the  fymptoins  men- 
tioned above  ;  but  they  portended 
a  perfect  cure.  This  I  intimated 
to  the  attendants,  and  perfevered 
in  the  application  of  the  cold  wa- 
ter. 

The  continuance  of  this  fimple 
remedy   at  length    procured  a  vo- 
miting  of   frothy    matter,    refem- 
bling  foap  fuds,  to  which  fucceed- 
ed  the  moft  violent  efforts  of  the 
cheft  to  relieve  itfelf.     The  body 
of  the  patient  began  to  be  greatly 
agitated,  and    to  raife  itfelf.     All 
the  members,  and  particularly  the 
fingers  and  toes,  became  violently 
contracted.     In  a  word,  he  uttered 
a  cry  which  I   had  prefaged  to  be 
the  moft  certain  fign  of  returning 
life.     I  redoubled  at  the  fame  time 
the   projection    of  the  water,    and 
this  renewal  produced  a  frefli  dif- 
charge  of  faponaceous  matter,  with 
new    attempts    to    refpire.       The 
movements  of  the  body   redoubled 
with     fuch     agitation,     that    they 
feemed  to  indicate  the  pain  which 
the   patient    fuffered    from  fo  long 
a  continuance    of    our    method   of 
treatment. 

I  was  perfuaded,  by  the  moft 
urgent  entreaties,  to  convey  the 
patient  from  the  open  court,  where 
we  all  experienced  the  fevereft  cold, 
into  a  warmer  place.  At  firft  I 
oppofed  their  entreaties,  but  was 
at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
requefts  of  his  relations.  He  was 
conveyed  into  the  kitchen ;  but 
what  I  had  feared  and  predicted, 
came  to  pafs.  The  patient  was 
no  fooner  conveyed    thither,    than 

he 
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he  relapfed  into  his  fbrmer  ftate  of 
infenfibility.  We  were  obliged  to 
open  the  windows  and  doors  im- 
mediately, in  order  to  obtain  the 
grcareft  degree  of  cold  poflible,  and 
renew  the  projection  of  water, 
which  we  fortunately  found  at  hand. 
Three  hours  more  were  employed 
in  this  exercise  ;  and  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
fubjecl  began  to  cry  out  with  vio- 
lence, and  was  feized  with  a  univer- 
fal  trembling. 

I  now  conducted  myfelf  as  in  the 
former  cafes,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
put  to  bed. 

I  vifited  him  about  half  part  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  found  h:m 
perfeftly  fenfible,  but  his  belly 
was  diftended,  and  his  body  was 
feized  with  fhiverings  at  intervals. 
I  ordered  a  clyfter  to  be  applied, 
and  a  pcifan  of  chicken  broth  with 
nitre  to  be  given  him,  and  alfo 
the  vulnerary  mixture,  with  the 
liquor  mineralis  Hoffmanni.  Thefe 
medicines  having  appeafed  the  lat- 
ter fymptoms,  I  learned  the  next 
morning  that  he  had  paffed  a  good 
night.  The  pulfe  was  become 
more  regular,  and  the  pain  in  the 
head  lefs,  as  alfo  the  fhiverings, 
and  there  only  remained  a  fenfa- 
tion  of  fatigue,  and  a  fmall  disten- 
tion of  the  abdomen,  occafioned  by 
the  wind. 

The  fourth  day  our  patient  find- 
ing himfelf  radically  cured  by  the 
continuance  of  proper  remedies, 
determined  tc  go  to  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  and  return  thanks  to  God 
for  preferving  him  from  being  in- 
terred alive  ;  a  miferable  event, 
which  would  indubitably  have  tak- 
«n  place,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
application  of  this  efficacious  re« 
medy  ! 


The  following  Cafe,  tranjlated  from 
the  French,  and  injerted  in  the 
Reports  of  the  Humane  Society, 
cannot  be  too  exter.fively  publijbed, 
as  it  proves  the  great  Danger ,  and 
even  Inhumanity,  of  immediately 
abandoning  nenju-b^rn  Irfantt 
when  apparently  dead,  in/lead  of 
afiiduoujly  per  fevering  in  the  Trial 
of  every  Method  that  may  rejicre 
them  to  Life. 

A  PUPIL  in  Midwifry  in 
Manheim,  being  fent  for 
to  Lampertheim  on  Good  Friday 
laft,  to  a  woman  in  laboyr,  found 
her  in  a  very  weak  ftate  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  haemorrhage  of  15 
days  continuance.  He  delivered 
her  of  a  boy  perfectly  formed,  but 
who,  though  all  the  means  ufual 
in  iuch  cafes  were  tried,  gave  no 
fignsoflife.  Fortunately  the  prac- 
titioner recollected,  that  when  he 
had  feparated  the  funis  umbilicalis, 
its  artery  was  filled  with  blood, 
from  which  he  concluded,  that  the 
death  of  the  child  was  not  occa- 
fioned by  the  mother's  haemorrhage  ; 
for  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  um- 
bilical artery  is  generally  empty 
and  flaccid.  This  confideration  en- 
couraged him  to  try  the  following 
experiment  : 

Having  placed  the  child  in 
a  bath  of  warm  wine,  he  applied 
his  mouth  to  that  of  the  patient, 
and  blew  into  it,  clofing  the  nof- 
trils  with  the  right  hand,  that  the 
breath  might  be  impelled  into  the 
trachea,  while,  with  his  left  hand, 
he  rubb'd  the  abdemen  ;  by  thefe 
means  producing  a  kind  of  artificial 
refpiration.  He  continued  this 
operation  during  the  fpace  of  half 
an  biur,  without  perceiving  any 
effeft,    except  thai   the  colour  of 

the 
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the  body  became  more  animated. 
This  flight  profpett  of  fuccefs  made 
him  perfift  in  his  endeavours.  Af- 
ter ten  minutes  the  infant  fuddenly 
breathed  in  a  convulfive  manner, 
and  uttered  a  plaintive  cry,  but 
without  repeating  thefe  fymptoms. 
He  now  obferved  a  flight  pulfation 
in  the  funis  umbilicalis,  but  with- 
out any  perceptible  motion  of  the 
thorax.  Encouraged  by  thefe  fa- 
vourable appearances,  he  continued 
to  blow  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  who  foon  gave  repeated 
fighs,  and  in  a  little  time  the  pa- 
tient's  compleat  recovery  was  the 
reward  of  thefe  afliduous  attempts 
in  which  this  gentleman  had  per- 
fevered  during  three  quarters  of  an 
hour*. 


Qffmoky  Houfes,  occajtsned  by  Faults 
in  othti'  Parts  of  the  Building,  al- 
together independent  of  the  Strufiure 
of  the  Chimney  itfelf. 

THE  firftand  moft  common  de- 
fect is  a  too  great  clofenefs  of 
the  room.    Smoke  is  impelled  up 


the  chimney  by  the  preflure  of  the 
air  entering  at  the  fire-place,  and 
rifing  upwards  after  being  rarefied 
by  the  heat  of  the  fire ;  but  if 
frefli  air  is  not  admitted  into  the 
apartments  in  fufficient  quantities, 
to  fupply  the  confumption  by  the 
fire,  the  room  will  be  quickly  ex- 
hausted, and  the  air  in  it  become 
as  light  as  the  external  air  at  the 
top  of  the  chimney,  fo  that  the 
fmoke  will  as  readily  be  difperfed 
into  the  chamber  as  through  the 
chimney. 

In  this  cafe  if  any  door  or  win- 
dow is  opened,  foas  to  admit  plenty 
of  free  air,  the  fmoke  will  be  quickly 
difpelled,  and  the  proper  circula- 
tion eftablilhed.  The  fame  effect 
will  be  produced,  by  making  a 
fmall  hole  in  fome  of  the  fides  of 
the  room  :  but  unlefs  this  be  done 
with  fome  judgment,  it  may  fre- 
cuently  add  to  the  difeafe,  as  it 
i.\zy  occur  with  fome  of  the  other 
caufes  of  fmoky  houfes,  to  be  after- 
wards mentioned. 

A  better  method  of  remedying 
this  evil  would  be,  to  have  a  fmall 
hole  made  in  the  wall  at  the  back 


*  We  have  inferted  in  the  Reports  of  the  year  1774,  page  70,  two  cafes  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  merely  as  inftances  'of  the  fuccefs  which  will  lbinetime's  attend 
our  afliduous  ufe  of  fuitable  methods  in  the  cafe  of  ftill-born  children.  For 
the  fame  ends  we  will  alfo  fubjoin  the  following  cafe  communicated  to  us  by 
Dr.  Houlfton : 

A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Wright  Gleave,  furgeon,  in  Liverpool,  delivered  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  fait  boiler  there,  of  a  fon,  Auguft  si,  1776. 
This  woman  had  a  deformed  pelvis,  and  had  not  been  delivered  of  her  other 
children  (except  one  at  feven  months)  without  the  help  of  inftruments.  She 
now  had  a  laborious,  lingering  time  }  but  at  the  end  of  two  days,  was  deli- 
vered naturally.  The  ch  id's  head  was  much  elongated.  It  had  neither  re- 
fpiration,  pulfation,  ncr  motion ;  and  was  judged  by  all  the  -by-ftanders  to  be 
dead.  It  remained  thus  ten  minutes  at  leaft,  though  Mr.  Gleave  had  very  ju- 
dicioufly  employed  immediately  frictions  on  the  cheft,  temples,  foles  of  the  feet, 
&c.  change  of  poftur: .  and  inflation  of  the  lungs.  After  thefe  had  been  perfevered 
in  near  a  quarter  oi  an  hour,  fome  pulfation  of  the  heart  was  perceived  ;  foon  after, 
fome  motion,  anc  then  a  general  convulfion  came  on,which  lafted  near  ten  minutes  j 
after  which  t'..:  child  cried,  and  recovered  perfectly. 

of 
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of  the  chimney,  and  immediately 
underneath  it :  or  a  fmall  perfora- 
tion made  in  the  wall  in  any  other 
convenient  manner  ;  the  one  end 
of  which  Ihould  communicate  with 
the  external  air,  and  the  other  com- 
municate with  the  chamber  in  any 
place  near  the  gate,  and  as  low 
down  as  poflible,  through  which  a 
conftant  lupply  of  air  would  be  ad- 
miniftered  to  the  fire,  without  the 
Imalleft  inconvenience  or  trouble. 

If  this  were  pradiied,  doors  and 
windows  might  with  fafety  be 
made  much  clofer  than  ufual,  and 
our  apartments  rendered  equally 
warm  and  comfortable,  with  a 
much  fmaller  quantity  of  fuel 
than  we  ufe  at  prefent.  For  as  the 
fire,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  con- 
ftructing  chambers,  is  kept  alive 
by  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  cold  air 
from  the  doors,  windows,  and 
other  crannies  of  the  room,  rufhing 
towards  the  chimney  in  all  direc- 
tions, the  air  of  the  room,  which, 
if  not  coded  by  this  means,  would 
be  quickly  heated  to  a  great  de- 
gree, is  conftantly  kept  cold,  in 
Ipite  of  the  ftrong  heat  of  a  blazing 
fire  ;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  fcorches  the  parts  of  our  body 
that  are  moft  expofed  to  it,  does 
not  warm  the  parts  which  are  turn- 
ed from  it ;  and  we  experience  at 
the  fame  time  a  burning  heat  and 
piercing  cold,  which  is  often  pro- 
ductive of  the  moft  difagreeable 
effects.  But  if  the  fire  were  fup- 
plied  with  air  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned,  there  would  be  lefs  air 
drawn  in  through  the  crannies  of 
the  room,  fo  that  what  was  within 
would  be  foon  warmed,  and  conti- 
nue long  fo,  even  with  a  fmall  de- 
gree of  heat. 

However  improper  this  might  be 
for    people    in    perfect    health,   it 
might  furely  be  of  great  ufe    (vi 
Vol,  XX,   1777, 
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thofe  who  are  in  a  weakly  habit  of 
body  ;  efpecially  if  care  were  taken 
to  carry  off  the  foul  air,  by  having 
a  fmall  tube  leading  from  the  up- 
per part  cf  the  room  to  the  top  of 
the  houfc,  through  which  the  air 
that  had  been  rendered  noxious  by 
the  fmoke  of  candles,  or  perfpira- 
tion,  would  be  conveyed  away^ 
and  a  fucceffion  of  frefh  air  admit- 
ted from  the  tube  near  the  fire-place 
to  fupply  that  want. 

If  any  one  fhould  think  of  adopt- 
ing this  fpecies  of  refinement,  it 
is  proper  he  fhould  be  warned  of 
the  inconveniencies  that  may  at- 
tend it,  as  well  as  the  benefits  that 
may  reiult  from  it.  I  fhall  there- 
tore  be  excufed  for  pointing  thefe 
out  on  this  occafion  with  fome  de- 
gree of  precifion. 

Perhaps  nothing  contributes  fo 
much  towards  preferring  the  health 
of  iedeniary  and  rcch:!~3  perfon--, 
as  the  fires  that  are  ufu;uly  burnt  in 
our  apartments  ;  as  they  perform 
the  part  of  a  perpetual  ventilator, 
which  helps  to  carry  off  the  foul 
air,  that  is  continually  generating 
by  the  breath  of  the  company,  and 
burning  of  the  candles  ;  which 
would  Toon  be  accumulated  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  become  extremely 
noxious,  were  it  not  for  the  aid 
that  this  affords  us  in  cold  climates. 
—  On  this  account  open  fires,  which 
are  much  more  chearful,  are  alio 
more  conducive  to  health,  than 
concealed  ftoves,  which  are  em- 
ployed in  fome  cold  countries. — 
We  ought  therefore  to  adhere  to 
our  own  old  fafhion,  and  not  be 
in  too  much  hafte  to  imitate  our 
frugal  neighbours  in  this  particu- 
lar. 

For  the  fame  reafon  I  would  by 

no  means  advife,  that  the  method 

above  defcribed  of  feeding  the  fire 

with  frefh  air,  fhould  be  adopted 

I  without- 
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without  proper  precautions.'  For 
fhould  our  doors  and  windows  be 
inade  very  clofe,  and  thefe  pipes 
for  admitting  air  be  left  open,  the 
frefh  air  would  be  fo  readily  ad- 
mitted by  that  means,  as  to  keep 
the  air  of  the  room  in  ^equilibria 
with  the  external  atmolphere,  fo 
that  little  or  none  would  be  preffed 
in  through  the  crannies  at  which  it 
at  prefent  enters  ;  and  the  perpe- 
tual ventilation  would  thus  be 
flopped,— and  the  foul  air  be  con- 
tinually retained  in  the  room; 
which  might  thus  indeed  be  heated 
at  a  much  fmaller  expence,  and 
more  equally,  than  at  prefent,  but 
it  would  be  at  the  fame  time  lefs 
healthful  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  would,  therefore,  by  no  means 
be  fere  to  introduce  the  cool  air  by 
this  contrivance,  without  at  the 
fame  time  opening  a  vent-hole  in 
the  top  of  the  room,  by  which  the 
foul  air  might  be  carried  out  of 
the  apartment.  This  might  be 
done  by  means  of  a  fmall  tube 
opening  into  the  room,  either  in 
or  near  the  ceiling;  which  might 
either  be  carried  to  the  top  of  the 
building,  or  be  made  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  external  air  by  a 
fmall  perforation  through  the  wall 
at  the  roof  of  the  room,  by  means 
of  either  of  which  a  proper  circu- 
lation would  be  eftabliihed,  and 
the  foul  air  be  carried  off. 

For  the  fire  would  no  fooner 
have  warmed  any  particles  of  air 
within  the  room,  than  thefe  would 
be  greatly  expanded,  and  rife  im- 
mediately upward?,  fo  as  to  fill 
the  higher  parts  of  the  room  with 
rarefied  air  ;--and  as  other  parti- 
cles would  be  fucceffively  heated 
and  rarefied  in  their  turn,  by  their 
cxpanfive  force  they  would  prefs 
«£on  the  fides  of  the  apartment  in 
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every  place,  fo  as  to  force  the 
: ft  particles  through  the  open- 
ing left  for  that  purpo'.e  in  the  top 
of  the  room,  by  which  means  the 
fouleft  air  would  be  gradually  drawn 
off,  without  defcending  again  into 
the  lower  regions,  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  company. 

By  attending  to  thefe  circum- 
stances, it  will  appear  fufncientlv 
obvious,  that  a  room  which  has 
fuch  a  ventilator  within  itfelf  in  the 
roof,  will  be  more  fweet  andwhole- 
fome  than  one  in  the  ordinary 
fafhion. — For  although  the  fire 
ventilates  the  under  part  of  the 
room  well  enough  ;  vet  fuch  parti- 
cles of  air  as  are  rarefied  by  its  ac- 
tion at  fuch  a  diftance  from  it,  as 
to  be  buoyed  upwards  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  chimney,  when  they 
once  rife  above  the  top  of  the  man- 
tle will  be  carried  directly  to  the 
top  of  the  room,  where  they  mull 
remain  clogged  with  the  foul  va- 
pours :  having  no  outlet  through 
which  they  can  iiTue  fourth  to  the 
open  air. 

To  cure  this  evil,  a  fpecies  cf 
Aentilator  has  been  lately  contrived, 
by  fitting  a  fmall  circular  wheel  of 
metal  into  one  of  the  upper  panes 
of  the  higheit  window  ; — which  is 
certainly  of  fome  utility,  unlefs 
where  it  is  attended  with  other  in- 
conveniencies,  which  now  require 
to  be  pointed  out. 

if  a  vent-hole  is  made  in  the 
roof  of  the  room,  through  which 
the  rarefied  air  may  be  readily 
emitted,  it  mult  follow,  that  as 
the  air  within  the  room  is  gra- 
dually heated,  and  thus  carried  off, 
fome  cool  frefh  air  mull  infinuate 
itfelf  into  the  room  to  fupply  that 
deficiency,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
fire  alive  :  but  if  there  is  no  vent 
for  the  heated  air  in  the  room  but 
through 


P     R     O     J 

through  the  pipe  of  the  chimney, 
■./ill  be  lefs  danger  that  the 
j  will  be  drawn  from  it  into 
the  apartment,  than  if  there  be 
another  opening  made  for  carrying 
off  that  heated  air; — fo  that  any 
thing  of  this  fort  mult  have  a  ten- 
dency to  diminifh  the  draught  of 
the  chimney,  and  may  on  ibme  oc- 
cafions  produce  fmoke,  where  it 
would  not  have  appeared  without 
it. 

Every  opening,  therefore,  of  the 
fort  here  mentioned,  ought  to  be 
fo  contrived,  as  to  admit  of  being 
fhut  or  opened  at  plcafure,  fo  as 
that  a  remedy  may  be  at  hand  for 
this  difeafe  whenever  it  may  be- 
come troublefome. —  But  the  wheel- 
ventilators  above  alluded  to  do  not 
admit  of  this,  and  are  on  this  ac- 
count imperfect. 

There  is  no  necefiity  for  having 
that  opening  very  large  on  any  oc- 
casion, but  it  ought  to  be  fo  formed 
as  to  admit  of  being  eafily  con- 
tracted without  being  wholly  fhut  ; 
which  might  be  belt  effected  by 
having  the  mouth  of  it  covered 
with  a  Aiding  fhutter,  like  that  on 
the  end  of  a  telefcope,  which  might 
be  clofed  or  opened  to  any  degree 
at  pleafure. 

But  if  this  pipe  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  room  will  have  fame  ten- 
dency in  any  cafe  to  produce  fmoke, 
it  will  be  rather  in  greater  danger 
of  occafioning  this,  if  the  frclh  air 
is  admitted  to  the  fire  by  the  pipes 
above  defcribed,  than  in  the  or- 
dinary way  — For  as  the  room,  as 
well  as  the  chimney,  muft  in  this 
cafe  be  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied 
with  frefh  air  from  thefe  tubes; 
there  would  be  fome  danger,  that 
in  ifTuing  into  the  room  it  might 
draw  fome  fmoke  along  with  it. — 
This  danger,  however,  it  muft  be 
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acknowledged,  is  but  very  fmallj 
next  to  nothing, — as  all  the  frefh 
air  that  would  flow  from  thefe  into 
the  room  would  if  ue  at  the  under 
part  next  the  hearth,  where  there 
would  be  no  fmoke, — What  fhould 
go  once  through  the  grate,  cru'd 
never  be  drawn  from  the  chimney, 
unlefs  by  extreme  imprudence  in 
allowing  too  great  an  opening  in 
the  root  of  the  room. 

It  would  be  better,  however,  on 
all  occafions  to  obviate  this  incon- 
venience, fmall  as  it  is,  by  the  fol- 
lowing contrivance,  which  would, 
render  our  apartments  more  fvveet, 
wholefome,— —  equally  warm  in 
every  part,  and  more  agreeable 
upon  the  whole,  than  any  other. 

Let  another  opening  be  made  in 
the  cieling  ci  the  room,  having  a 
communication  with  a  fmall  pipe 
that  fhould  lead  from  thence  either 
to  the  outfide  of  the  »  all,  or  to  any 
other  part  of  the  building  that 
might  be  judged  more  convenient  ; 
where  it  fhould  be  bent,  and  con- 
dueled  downwards,  till  it  reached 
the  ground  ;  where  it  fhould  be 
lett  open,  to  communicate  with  the 
external  air. — In  this  fituation  the 
cgoI  external  air  would  be  forced 
in  at  the  lower  opening  of  the 
tube,  and  made  to  afcend  into  the 
apartmenr,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  that  efcaped  towards  the 
higher  regioi  i  by  means  of  the 
ventilator.  —  And  as  that  weighty 
c  uld  no  focner  enter  the  room 
than  it  would  tend  towards  the  floor 
by  its  own  natural  gravity,  it 
would  gradually  mix  wi.th  the 
heated  air  in  its  defcent,  —  become 
in  fome  meafure  warmed  by  that 
means,  and  equally 
through  theroom;  fo  as  flo  ly  and 
imperceptibly  to  reach  the  candles 
and  the   company   in   the    ropiiij 
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and  fupply  them  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  frefh  and  wholefome 
air,  without  the  inconveniencies  to 
which  the  company  are  fubje&ed 
by  the  ufual  way  of  admitting  frefh 
air.  For,  if  it  enters  near  the  floor 
of  the  apartment,  it  is  hurried 
along  in  a  rapid  undivided  ftrcam 
towards  the  fire-place,  and  ftri Ic- 
ing upon  the  legs  and  inferior 
parts  of  the  body,  affecls  them 
with  a  ftrong  fenfation  of  cold.  To 
overcome  the  effe&s  of  this,  large 
fires  muft  be  kept ;  by  which  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  warmed  to  an 
extraordinary  degree,  which  is 
productive  of  moil:  of  thofe  difor- 
ders  that  are  pernicious  to  the 
young,  and  often  prove  fatal  to  the 
old,  during  the  winter  feafon,  in 
thefe  cold  regions. 

Thus  might  our  apartments  be 
kept  con  flan  tly,  and  moderately 
and  equably  warm,  at  a  moderate 
expence,  without  endangering  our 
health  on  the  one  hand,  by  re- 
fpiring  a  confined,  ftagnant,  and 
putrid  air  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  fubjecling  ourfelves  to  fuch 
danger  of  catching  colds,  confump- 
tions,  and  rheumatic  complaints, 
by  being  eXpofed  to  fuch  exceed- 
ingly unequal  degrees  of  heat  and 
cold,  as  are  unavoidable  where  our 
apartments  are  fo  open  as  to  admit 
a  ready  paflage  to  the  external  air 
during;  the  winter  feafon.  ' 

The  reader  will  eafily  perceive, 
that  all  that  has  been  here  faid,  has 
a  reference  only  to  thofe  apartments 
in  cold  climates  and  rigorous  wea- 
ther, where  fire  to  warm  them  be- 
comes neceflary. — In  warmer  regi- 
ons, or  during  the  fummer  feafon, 
there  can  be  no  obje&ion  to  the 
wheel  ventilator  in  the  window. — 
It  is  a  fimple  contrivance,  and  a 
Cafe  and  effectual  mean  of  preferv- 


ing  the  air  in  our  apartments  fweet 
and  wholefome  at  that  feafon. 


On  the  U/efulne/s  of  <wafhing  and 
rubbing  the  Stems  of  Trees  j  by 
Mr.  Marfham. 

I  Had  for  feveral  years  intended  to 
put  in  practice  thecelebrated  Dr. 
Hales'  advice  of  warning,  with  that 
of  Mr.  Evelyn  of  rubbing  the  Hera 
of  a  tree,  in  order  to  increafe  its 
growth  :  but  other  avocations  pre- 
vented me  till  the  laft  fpring: 
when,  as  foon  as  the  buds  began 
to  fwell,  I  wafhed  my  tree  round 
from  the  ground  to  the  beginning 
of  the  head  ;  viz.  between  thirteen 
and  fourteen  feet  in  height.  This 
was  done  firft  with  water  and  a  ftifF 
fhoe-brufh,  until  the  tree  was  quite 
cleared  of  the  mofs  and  dirt :  then 
I  only  warned  it  with  a  coarfe  flan- 
nel. I  repeated  the  warning  three, 
four,  or  five  times  a  week,  during 
all  the  dry  time  of  the  fpring,  and 
the  fore-part  of  the  fummer;  but 
after  the  rains  were  frequent,  I 
very  feldom  wafhed.  The  un- 
warned tree,  whofe  growth  I  pro- 
pofed  to  compare  with  it,  was  (at 
five  feet  from  the  ground)  before 
the  laft  year's  increafe,  3  ft.  7  in. 
-j^th  ;  and  in  the  autumn,  after 
the  year's  growth  was  compleated," 
3  ft.  9  in.  T'5th ;  viz.  increafe  1  in. 
-,2sths.  The  wafhed  tree  was  laft 
fpring  3  ft.  7  in.  TVhs,  an^  in  the 
autumn  it  was  3  ft.  9  in.  T%ths  ; 
viz.  increafe  2  in.  Ts5ths,  that  is, 
one-tenth  of  an  inch  above  double 
the  increafe  of  the  unwafhed  tree. 
As  the  difference  was  fo  great,  and 
as  fome  unknown  accident  might 
have  injured  the  growth  of  the  un- 
wafhed tree,  I  added  the  year's  in- 
creafe 
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creafe  of  five  other  beeches  of  the 
fame  age  (viz.  all  that  I  had  mea- 
fured),  and  found  the  aggregate 
increafe  of  the  fix  unwaihed  beeches 
to  be  9  in.  —gths,  which,  divided 
by  fix,  gives  one  inch  and  five- 
tenths  and  an  half  for  the  growth 
of  each  tree;  fo  the  gain  by  wash- 
ing is  nine  tenths  and  an  half.  To 
make  the  experiment  fairly,  I  fixed 
on  two  of  my  largeft  beeches,  fown 
in  174.1,  and  tranfplanted  into  a 
grove  in  1749.  The  warned  tree 
had  been,  from  the  firft  year,  the 
largeft  plant  till  the  year  i~6-, 
when  its  rival  became  and  conti- 
nued the  largeft  plant,  until  I  be- 
gan to  wafh  the  other  :  therefore  I 
fixed  on  the  lefs  thriving  tree  as 
the  faireft  trial.  The  trees  were 
nearly  of  the  fame  height  and 
fhape,  fpreading  a  circle  of  about 
fifty  feet  diameter.  I  think  it 
neceffary  to  mention  theie  circum- 
llances ;  for  I  know  by  experience, 
that  a  fhort  and  fpreading  tree, 
having  ample  room,  will  increafe 
twice  or  three  times,  and  perhaps 
four  times  as  much,  as  a  tall  fmall- 
headed  tree  of  the  fame  age,  that 
(lands  near  other  trees.  Thus  my 
warned  beech  increafed  above  fix 
times  as  much  as  Mr.  Drake's 
beautiful  beech  at  Shardeloe<-, 
though  that  tree  feemed  in  good 
health  when  1  faw  it  in  1759  anc^ 
1766.  But  it  increafed  only  2  in. 
•j95ths  in  thofe  feven  year?  ;  which 
may  perhaps  be  owing  to  its  vail 
height,  being  feventy  -  four  feet 
and  a  half  to  the  boughs  (as  the 
late  knight  of  the  lhire  for  Suffolk, 
Sir  John  Rous,  told  me  that  Mr. 
Drake  had  informed  him)  only  fix 
feet  and  four  inches  round,  and 
having  a  fmall  head,  and  little 
room  to  fpread. 

Stratton,  Oil  29,  1775. 
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Directions  for  making  the  heji  Com- 
pcfitizn  fcr  the  Metals  cf  reflecting 
Tele/copes,  by  Mr.  John  Mudge. 

THE  perfection  of  the  metal 
of  which  the  fpeculum  mould 
be  made  eonfilts  in  irs  hardnefs 
whitenefs,  and  compailnefs ;  for 
upon  thefe  properties  the  refledlive 
powers  and  durability  of  the  fpe- 
culum depend.  And  firft  of  the 
hardnefs  and  whitenefs  of  the  me- 
tal. There  are  various  compofi- 
tions  recommended  in  Smith's  Op- 
tics, all  which  h?.ve  however  their 
feveral  defecls.  Three  parts  cop- 
per and  one  part  and  one-fourth  of 
tin  will  make,  he  fays,  a  very  hard 
white  metal  ;  but  it  is  liable  to  be 
porous.  This,  however,  is  an 
imperfection  which  I  fhall  pre- 
fently  fhew  the  method  of  prevent- 
ing; but  the  permanent  fault  of  rt, 
and  which  I  have  myfelf  expe- 
rienced, is,  that  it  is  not  hard 
enough.  The  fpeculum  of  a  re- 
flecting telefcope  ought  to  have  the 
utmoft  poflible  hardnefs,  compati- 
ble with  its  being  operated  upon 
by  the  tool. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ever 
fo  fmall  a  quantity  ot  tin  added  to 
melted  copper  deftroys  its  perfect 
malleability,  and  at  the  fame  time 
produces  a  metal  whiter  and  harder 
than  copper.  As  the  quantity  of 
tin  is  increafed,  fuppofe  to  a  fifth 
or  fourth  part,  the  metal  becomes 
whiter,  ilill  harder,  and  confe- 
quently  more  friable.  If  the  quan- 
tity of  tin  be  further  increafed  to 
a  third  of  the  whole  compofition, 
it  will  then  have  its  utmoft  white- 
nefs ;  but  will  be  rendered  at  th(j 
fame  time  fo  exceedingly  hard  and 
brittle,  that  the  fineft  waihed  eme- 
ry upon  lead  or  brafs  will  not  cut 
it  without  breaking  up  its  furface  ; 

I  3  and 
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and  the  common  blue  ftones  ufed 
in  grinding  the  fpeculum,  will  not 
touch  it.  Mr.  Jackion  (fome  time 
fince  dead)  a  mathematical-inftru- 
ment-maker,  and  a  moil  excellent 
workman,  told  me,  that  the  tin 
was  increafed  t^  the  above  propor- 
tion in  his  metals;  but  that  they 
were  fo  exceedingly  hard,  that  it 
cod  him  an  infinite  deal  of  pains, 
and  a  journey  of  two  hundred  miles, 
to  find  cut  a  ftone  of  fufficient 
hardnefs  to  cut  it,  and  whofe  tex- 
ture at  the  fame  time  was  fine 
enough  not  to  injure  its  furface. 
I  have  feen  feveral  of  his  finished 
metals;  they  were  indeed  perfectly 
hard  and  white-;  bu:  the  kind  of 
ftone  with  which  he  ground  them 
he  kept  a  feerefc. 

After  many  experiments  with 
srari  .  s  proportions  of  tin  and  cop- 
per, by  gradually  increafing  the 
former,  I  at  la  it  found  that  four- 
teen ounces  and  an  half  of  grain- 
tin  to  two  pounds  of  good  Swedifh 
copper,  made  .a  beautiful  white 
and  very  hard  metal  ;  fo  hard  in- 
deed, that  the.  [tones  would  but 
barely  cut  it,  and  wafhed  emery  on 
brafs  or  tin  but  juft  grind  the  fur- 
face  without  breaking  it  up ; 
whereas  the  proportion  of  tin  be- 
ing increafed  by  the  addition  of 
only  another  half  ounce,  the  for- 
mer inconvenience  immediately 
toe'-:  place.  This  therefore  is  the 
maximum  in  point  of  hardnefs. 

Thus  much  of  th s  two  fi  rftcon- 
fiderati  ,.s,  the  hardnefs  and  white- 
nefs  of  the  metal  ;  the  next,  and 
indeed  the  mtfft  eflential,  property 
is  its  compactnefs,  or  its  being 
without  pores. 

This  composition   (though  com- 
plete ii    the  former  refpects)  was, 
as   we'd    as    Dr.    Smith's,    fubject 
^very  now  and  then  to  be  pcrous ; 
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fometimes,  indeed,  I  fucceeded 
in  cafting  a  fingle  metal,  or  per- 
haps two  or  three,  without  this 
imperfection  ;  at  other  times,  and 
moft  frequently  indeed,  they  were 
attended  with  this  defect,  without 
my  being  at  all  able  to  form  a 
probable  conjecture  at  the  caufe  of 
my  fucceff  or  difappointment.  The 
pores  were  fo  very  fmali  that  they 
were  not  difcoverable  when  the 
metal  had  received  a  good  face  and 
figure  upon  the  hones,  nor  till  the 
lait  and  higheft  polifh  had  been 
given  ;  and  then  it  frequently  ap- 
peared as  if  duffed  over  with  mil- 
lions of  microfcopic  pores,  which 
were  exceedingly  prejudicial  in  two 
refpects  ;  for  iirft,  they  became  in 
time  a  lodgment  for  a  moifture 
which  tarnilhed  the  furface ;  and 
Secondly,  on  polifhing  the  fpecu- 
lum,  the  putty  necefl'arily  rounded 
off  the  edges  of  the  pores,  fo  as  to 
fpoil  a  great  part  of  the  metal,  by 
the  lofs  of  as  much  light  and  fliarp- 
nefs  in  the  image  as  there  were 
defective  points  of  reflection  in  the 
metal. 

Befides  the  trouble  of  a  great 
number  of  experiments,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  this  mifchief,  and  to  af- 
certain  the  caufe  to  which  it  was 
owing,  there  was  this  additional 
inconvenience  attending  it,  viz. 
that  the  fault  was  not  difcovered, 
as  was  obferved  before,  till  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  had  been  taken  in 
grinding  and  even  polifhing  the 
metal,  the  whole  of  which  was 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  mortifying 
difcovery  of  this  defect. 

I  was  extricated  at  hft  from  this 
difficulty,  and  in  fome  meafure  by 
accident.  Having  one  day  made 
a  great  number  of  experiments, 
and  having  melted  down  all  the 
good  copper  I  had  or  could  pro- 
cure ; 
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cure;  though  puzzled  and  fatigued, 
yet  not  caring  to  give  it  up,  I  re- 
collected that  1  had  feme  metal 
which  was  referved  out  of  curiolity, 
and  was  a  part  of  one  of  the  belis 
of  St.  Andrew's  which  had  been 
ift.  Expecting,  however,  very 
little  from  thisgrofs  and  unc. 
compofniun,  1  was  nevertheleis  de- 
termined to  fee  what  could  be  made 
of  it  by  enriching  the  compofition 
with  a  little  frefli  tin.  According- 
ly carting  a  metal  with  it,  it  turned 
out  perfedl)t/ree  from  pores,  and 
in  evirv  rclpeCt  as  line  a  metal  as 
ever  I  law. 

1  could  not  at  firft  conceive  to 
what  this  fuccefs  was  owing ;  bat 
at  lalt  1  Lit  upon  the  real  caufe  of 
that  defect,  which  had  given  me 
fo  much  embarraffment  and  trou- 
ble during  a  courfe  of  near  a  hun- 
dred experiments,  and  in  c 
quence  thereof  fell  upon  a  m< 
which  ever  after  prevented  it. 

1  had  hither!  melted  the 

copper  full,    and  when  it  wai 
ciently  fufed,  1  uled  to  add  the  pro- 
portional   quantify   of   tin  J   and  as 
foon  as  the    two  were  mixed,   and 
the  fcoria  taken  oil",   the  metal  was 
poured  into  the  moulds.     II 
to  confider  that  putty  was  a.! 
tin,  and   ftrongly    iufpecled,    that 
the  exceflive  heat  which  the  copper 
necetfariiy  5  before  fuiion, 

was  fufUcient  to  reduce  part  of  the 
tin  to  this  ftate  of  calcination, 
which  therefore  might  fly  off  from 
the  compoftion  in  the  form  of 
putty,  at  the  time  the  metal  was 
poured  into  the  flalks. 

Upon  this  idea,  after  I  had  fur- 
nished myfelf  with  iome  mere 
.Swedifh  copper  and  grain- tin  (both 
which  I  had  always  before  uled) 
I  melted    the  copper,  and  having 


added  the  tin  as  ufual  to  it,  cart 
the  whole  into  an  ir.go;  :  this  was, 
as  I  expected,  pou.us.  I  then 
melted  it  again,  and  as  in  this 
mixed  Hate  it  did  not  require  half 
the  heat  which  was  betore  r.ecefiary 
to  melt  the  copper  alone,  fo  it  was 
not  futhcien:  tocalcine  the  tin  . 
fpecuium  was  i  clofe, 

.  nor  did  I 
■ever  after,  iu  a  (ingle  inilance, 
meet     with    the    above  mentioned 

::;a:    is  ne  therefore, 

to  be  done  to  procure  a  metal  \shich 
fhall  be  white,  as  hard  as  it  can  be 
wrought,  and  perfi,  :t,  is 

to  melt  two  p..u-:ds  ol  Swediih  cop- 
.    : :  >   aad 
ancesind  a  h,all  ol  grain- 
tin   to  it  ;    then,   having    taken  off 
the  fcoria,   toe  an  ingot. 

I  muft  be  a  fecond  time 
.iuni  ;  but 
compound 

ftate  with  a  fm; 

tin   into 
off  as 
it   is   melted,   giving  it  no 
than  is  •   ne- 

i:  i  to  be  oblcrvtd,  how- 
ever, tl, at  the  fame  metal,  by  fre- 
quent melting,  lofes  foroething  of 
i  whitenefs:  when 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  neceflary 
to  enrich  t, 

of  a  little  :  ;>s  in  tht 

portion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a  pound: 
•  metal  is  rirlt 
made,  if  inlbtad  of  adding  the  four- 
teen ounces  and  a  half  or  tin  to  the 
two  pounds  of  melted  copper, 
about  one  ounce  of  the  tin  were  to 
be  referved  and  added  to  it  in  the 
fucceeding  melting,  betore  it  is 
cart  off  into  the  moulds,  the  com- 
pel: uon  would  be  the  more  beau- 
I  4  Ufulji 


PROJECTS. 


120 

tiful,  and  the  grain  of  it  much 
finer :  this  I  know  by  experience 
to  be  the  cafe. 

.  The  bell  method  for  giving  the 
melted  metal  a  good  furface  is  this: 
the  moment  before  it  is  poured  off, 
throw  into  the  crucible  a  fpoonful 
of  charcoa!-duft ;  immediately  af- 
ter which  the  metal  muft  be  Itirred 
with  a  wooden  fpatula,  and  poured 
into  the  moulds. 

I  wiih  I  may  not  be  confidered 
as  tedious  in  the  above  detail ;  but 
as  this  bufinefs  caufed  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  I  was  willing  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  means  by 
which  I  was  freed  from  this  diffi- 
culty ever  after.     Perhaps,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  procefs  may  be 
unneceffary,  as  many  years  fince, 
J  communicated  this  compofition, 
and  I  believe  at  the  fame  time  the 
method  of  preventing  the  pores,  to 
the   late   Mr.    Peter    Collinfon,    a 
member    of    the   Royal    Society ; 
and   likewife   two   or  three   years 
fince,  at  the  defire  of  my  brother, 
to   Mr.  Michell.     Although  it  be 
poflible,   therefore,    that   this   me- 
thod is  generally  known,  yet,  as  I 
have  frequently  of  late  feen  fpecula 
with  this  defect,  and  obferved  me- 
tals of  fome  of  Mr.  Short's  tele- 
fcopes  which  are  not  quite  fo  per- 
fect as  could    be   wifhed   (though 
they  are  all  exquifitely  figured)  I 
was     willing    by    this  publication 
wholly  to  remove   any  future  em- 
barrafTment  of  this  fort,  and  to  fur- 
nifti  workmen   with   an    excellent 
compofition  for  their  metals.    And 
would  the  Royal  Society  be  pleafed 
to  honour  the  procefs  with  a  place 
in  their  records,  I  know  of  no  other 
method  fo  proper  to  give  this,  as 
well  as  the  following  information, 
a  general  notoriety. 

The  metal  being  caft,  there  will 


be  no  occafion  for  the  complicated 
apparatus  diredled  by  Dr.  Smith, 
for  grinding  and  polifhing  it. 
Four  tools  are  all  that  are  neceffary, 
viz.  the  rough  grinder  to  work  off 
the  rough  face  of  the  metal  ;  a 
brafs  convex  grinder,  on  which 
the  metal  is  to  receive  its  fpherical 
figure  ;  a  bed  of  hones,  which  is  to 
perfect  that  figure,  and  to  give  the 
metal  a  fine  fmooth  face  ;  and  a 
concave  tool  or  bruifer,  with  which 
both  the  brafs  grinder,  and  the 
hones  are  to  be  formed.  A  po- 
lifhcr  may  be  confidered  as  an  ad- 
ditional tool  ;  but  as  the  brafs 
grinder  is  ufed  for  this  purpofe, 
and  its  pitchy  furface  is  expedi- 
tioufly,  and  without  difficulty  form- 
ed by  the  bruifer,  the  apparatus  is 
therefore  not  enlarged. 


On  the  Ufe  of  Oak  Leaves  in  Hot  - 
Houfes  in  Preference  to  Tanner's 
Bark,  by  W.  Speechly,  Gardener 
to  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land. 

Prefume  that  the  leaves  of  the 
oak  abound  with  the  fame  qua- 
lity as  the  bark  of  thir  tree,  there- 
fore the  fooner  they  are  raked  up 
after  they  fall  from  the  trees,  the 
better,  as  that  quality  will  natu- 
rally decreafe  during  the  time  they 
are  expofed  to  the  weather.  After 
being  raked  into  heaps  they  fhould 
immediately  be  carried  to  fome 
place  near  the  hot-houfes,  where 
they  muft  lie  to  couch.  I  generally 
fence  them  round  with  charcoal- 
hurdles,  or  any  thing  elfe  to  keep 
them  from  being  blown  about  the 
garden  in  windy  weather.  In  this 
place  we  tread  them  well,  and  wa- 
ter them  in  cafe  they  happen  to 
have   been    brought  in   dry.     We 

make 
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make  the  heap  fix  or  feven  feet  in 
thicknefs,  covering  it  over  with 
old  matts,  or  any  thing  elfe,  to 
prevent  the  upper  leaves  from  be- 
ing blown  away.  In  a  few  days 
the  heap  will  come  to  a  ftrong 
heat.  For  the  firft  year  or  two 
that  I  ufed  thefe  leaves,  I  did  not 
continue  them  in  the  heat  longer 
than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  ;  hue 
in  this  I  difcovered  a  confiderable 
inconvenience,  as  they  fettled  {o 
much  when  got  into  the  hot-houfe 
as  foon  to  require  fupply.  Taught 
by  experience,  I  now  let  them  re- 
main in  the  heap  for  five  or  fix 
weeks,  by  which  time  they  are 
properly  prepared  for  the  hot- 
houfes.  In  getting  them  into  the 
pine-pits,  if  they  appear  dry,  we 
water  them  again,  treading  them  in 
layers  exceedingly  well  till  the  pits 
are  quite  full.  We  then  cover  the 
whole  with  tan  to  the  thicknefs  of 
two  inches,  and  tread  it  well  till 
the  furface  becomes  fmooth  and 
even.  On  this  we  place  the  pine- 
pots  in  the  manner  they  are  to 
Hand,  beginning  with  the  middle 
row  firft,  and  rilling  up  the  fpaces 
between  the  pots  with  tan.  In 
like  manner  we  proceed  to  the  next 
row  till  the  whole  be  finilhed  ;  and 
this  operation  is  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  tan  only  is 
ufed. 

After  this  the  leaves  require,  no 
farther  trouble  the  whole  feafon 
through,  as  they  will  retain  a  con- 
ftant  and  regular  heat  for  twelve 
months  without  either  itirring  or 
turning ;  and  if  I  may  form  a 
judgment  from  their  appearance 
when  taken  out,  (being  always  en- 
tire and  perfeel)  it  is  probable  they 
would  continue  their  heat  through 
a  fecond  year  ;  but  as  an  annual 
fuppy  of  leaves  is  eafily  obtained, 
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fuch  a  trial  is  hardly  worth  the 
trouble  of  making. 

After  this  the  pines  will  have  no 
occafion  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
Hated  times  of  their  management, 
viz.  at  the  fhifting  them  in  their 
pots,  &c.  when  at  each  time  a  lit- 
tle frefh  tan  fhould  be  added  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  arifing 
from  the  fettling  of  the  beds ;  but 
this  will  be  inconsiderable,  as  uie 
leaves  do  not  fettle  much  after  their 
long  couching.  During  the  two 
firft  years  of  my  practice  I  did  not 
ufe  any  tan,  but  plunged  the  pine- 
pots  into  the  leaves,  and  juft  co- 
vered the  furface  of  the  beds,  when 
finilhed,  with  a  little  faw-duft,  to 
give  it  a  neatnefs.  This  method 
was  attended  with  one  inconve- 
nience ;  for  by  the  caking  of  the 
leaves  they  fhrunk  from  the  fides  of 
the  pots,  whereby  they  became 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  heat  of  the  beds  was  per- 
mitted to  efcape. 

Many  powerful  reafons  may  be 
given  why  oak  leaves  (for  I  have 
not  tried  any  other  kinds)  are  pre- 
ferable to  tanners  bark. 

Firfr,  They  always  heat  regu- 
larly ;  for  during  the  whole  time 
that  [  |iave  ufed  them,  which  is 
near  feven  years,  I  never  once  knew 
of  their  Heating  with  violence  ; 
and  this  is  fo  frequently  the  cafe 
with  tan,  that  I  affirm,  and  indeed 
it  is  well  known  to  every  perion 
converfant  in  the  management  of 
the  hot-houfe,  that  pines  fufFer 
more  from  this  one  circumflance, 
than  from  all  the  other  accidents 
put  together,  infects  excepted. 
When  this  accident  happens  neat 
the  time  of  their  fruiting,  the  effect 
is  foon  feen  in  the  fruit,  which  al- 
ways comes  ill  lhaped  and  exceed- 
ingly fmall.     Sometimes  there  will 

be 
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be  little  or  no  fruit  at  all ;  there- 
fore gardeners  who  make  ufe  of 
tan  only  for  their  pines,  mould  be 
moft  particularly  careful  to  avoid 
an  over-heat  at  that  critical  fea- 
fon — the  time  of  Jhenuing  fruit. 

Secondly,  The  heat  of  oak 
leaves  is  conftant  ;  whereas  tan- 
ners bark  generally  turns  cold  in  a 
very  fhort  time  after  its  furious 
heat  is  gone  off.  This  obliges  the 
gardener  to  give  the  tan  frequent 
turnings  in  order  to  promote  its 
heating.  Thefe  frequent  turnings 
(not  to  mention  the  expence)  are 
attended  with  the  worft  confe- 
quences ;  for  by  the  continual 
moving  of  the  pots  backwards  and 
forwards,  the  pines  are  expofed  to 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
whereby  their  growth  is  consider- 
ably retarded  ;  whereas  when  leaves 
are  ufed,  the  pines  will  have  no 
occafion  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
times  of  potting,  &c. — The  pines 
have  one  particular  advantage  in 
this  undifturbed  fituation  ;  their 
roots  grow  through  the  bottoms  of 
the  pots  and  matt  amongft  the  leaves 
in  a  iurprizing  manner.  From  the 
vigour  rif"  the  plants,  when  in  this 
fituation,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  leaves,  even  in  this  Hate,  af- 
ford them  an  uncommon  and  agree- 
able nourilhment. 

Thirdly,  There  is  a  faving  in 
point  of  expence,  which  is  no  in- 
coniiderable  object  in  places  where 
tan  cannot  be  had  bur  from  a  great 
diftar.ce,  as  is  the  cafe  here,  the 
artt-Je  of  carriage  amounting  to  ten 
milling?  for  each  waggon-load. 
Indeed,  -his  was  the  principal  rea- 
fon  that  firft  induced  me  to  make 
trial  of  leaves. 

.My  laft  ground  of  preference  is 
the     confederation     that    decayed 
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leaves  make  good  manure;  whereas 
rotten  tan  is  experimentally  found 
to  be  of  no  value.  J  have  often 
tried  it  both  on  fand  and  clay,  alfo 
on  wet  and  dry  lands,  and  never 
could  difcover,  in  any  of  my  ex- 
periments, that  it  deierved  the 
name  of  a  manure  ;  whereas  de- 
cayed leaves  are  the  richeft,  and, 
of  all  others,  the  moft  fuitable  for 
a  garden.  But  this  mult  only  be 
underftood  of  leaves  after  they  have 
undergone  their  fermentation,  which 
reduces  them  to  a  true  vegetable 
mould,  in  which  we  experimentally 
know  that  the  food  of  plants  is 
contained — but  whether  that  food 
be  oil,  mucilage,  ox  fait,  or  a  com- 
bination of  all  three,  I  leave  to 
philofophers  to  determine.  This 
black  mould  is,  of  all  others,  the 
moft  proper  to  mix  with  compoft 
earth,  and  I  ufe  it  in  general  for 
pines,  and  almoft  for  every  thing 
that  grows  in  pots.  For  flowers  it 
is  moft  excellent.  The  remainder 
of  this  vegetable  mould  may  be 
employed  in  manuring  the  quarrers 
of  the  kitchen-garden,  for  which 
purpofe  it  is  highly  ufeful. 

Leaves  mixed  with  dung  make 
excellent  hot-beds — and  I  find  that 
beds  compounded  in  this  manner 
prefeve  their  heat  much  longer 
than  when  made  entirely  with 
dung.  In  both  cafes  the  applica- 
tion of  leaves  will  be  a  confiderable 
faving  of  dung,  a  circumftance 
very  agreeable,  as  it  will  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  contefts 
frequently  obferved  in  large  fami- 
lies between  the  fuperintendant  of 
the  gardens  and  the  directors  of  the 
husbandry. 


Welbecky 
Fib.  20,  1776. 
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XJ/eful  Hints  for  learning  to  Sivim. 
By  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.  D. 
F.  R.  S.    In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  CANNOT  be  of  opinion  with 
you,  that  it  is  too  late  in  life 
for  you  to  learn  to  fwim  ;  the  river 
near  the  bottom  of  your  garden, 
affords  a  moft  convenient  place  for 
the  purpofe.  And,  as  your  new 
employment  requires  your  being 
often  on  the  water,  of  which  you 
have  fuch  a  dread,  I  think  you 
would  do  well  to  make  the  trial  ; 
rothing  being  fo  likely  to  remove 
thofe  apprehenfions,  as  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  an  ability  to  fwim  to 
the  more  in  cafe  of  an  accident,  or 
of  fupporting  yourfelf  in  the  water 
till  a  boat  could  come  to  take  you 
up. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  corks  or 
bladders  may  be  ufeful  in  learning 
to  fwim,  having  never  (een  much 
trial  of  them.  PuiTibly  they  may 
be  of  fervice  in  fupporting  the 
body  while  you  are  iearning  what 
is  caiifd  the  flroke,  or  that  rr.an- 
f  drawing  in  and  linking  out 
the  hands  and  feet  that  is  neCefTary 
to  produce  progreflive  motion. 
But  you  will  be  no  fwi-nmer  till 
you  can  place  fome  confidence  in 
the  power  of  the  water  to  fooport 
you;  I  would  therefore  advife  the 
acquiring  that  confidence  in  the 
firfl  place,  efpecially  as  I  have 
known  feverr.l  who,  by  a 'little  of 
the  practice  necefTary  for  that  pur- 
pofe, have  infenfibly  acquired  the 
ftroke,  taught  a?  it  were  by  na- 
ture. 

The    practice    I   mean   is   this  : 
chuiing   a   place   where    the  water 
deepens  gradually,   walk  coollv  in- 
to  it  till  it  is   up  to  your  b 
then  turn   round  your  face  to  the 


fhore,  and  throw  an  egg  into  the 
water,  between  you  and  the  fhore  ; 
it  will  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  be 
eafily  feen  there,  as  your  water  is 
clear.  It  mufl  lie  in  the  water  fo 
deep  as  that  you  cannot  reach  it 
to  take  it  up  but  by  diving  for  it. 
To  encourage  yourfelf  in  orJer  to 
do  this,  refiedl  that  your  progrefs 
will  be  from  deeper  to  fhallower 
water,  and  that  at  any  time  you 
may,  by  bringing  your  legs  under 
ycu,  and  {landing  on  the  bottom, 
raife  your  head  far  above  the  wa- 
ter. Then  plunge  under  it  with 
your  eyes  open,  throwing  yourfelf 
towards  the  egg,  and  endeavour- 
ing, by  the  action  of  your  hands 
and  feet  againft  the  water,  to  get 
forward  til!  within  reach  of  it.  In 
this  attempt  you  will  find  that  the 
water  buoys  you  up  againft  your 
inclination  ;  that  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
a  thing  to  fink  as  you  imagined  ; 
that  you  cannot,  but  by  active 
force,  get  down  to  the  egg.  Thus 
you  feel  the  power  of  the  water  to 
fupport  you,  and  learn  to  confide 
in  that  power  ;   while  your  endea- 

to  overcome  it,  and  to  reach 
the  egg,  teach  you  the  manner  of 
ailing  on  the  water  with  your  feet 
and  hands,  which  action  is  after- 
wards ufed  in  fwimming  to  fupport 
your  head  higher  above  water,  or 
to  go  forward  through  it. 

I  would  the  more  earneflly  prefs 
you  to  the  trial  of  this  method, 
becaufe,   though  I  think  I  fatisfied 

at  your  body  is  lighter  than 
water,  and  that  you  might  float  in 
it  a  long  time  with  your  mouth 
free  for  breathing,  if  you  would 
put  yourfelf  in  a  proper  pofture, 
and  would  be  frill,  and  forbear 
ftruggling,  yet,  till  you  have  ob- 
tained this  experimental  confidence 
in  the  water.  I   cannot  depend  on 

your 
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your  having  the  nece/Tary  prefence 
of  mind  to  recoiled  that  poflure, 
and  the  directions  I  gave  you  relat- 
ing to  it.  The  furprife  may  put  all 
out  of  your  mind.  For,  though 
we  value  ourfelves  on  being  rea- 
fonable  knowing  creatures,  reafon 
and  knowledge  feem,  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  to  be  of  little  ufe  to  us  : 
and  the  brutes,  to  whom  we  al- 
low fcarce  a  glimmering  of  either, 
appear  to  have  the  advantage  of 
us. 

I  will,  however,  take  this  op- 
portunity of  repeating  thofe  parti- 
culars to  you,  which  I  mentioned 
in  our  lad  converfation,  as,  by 
perufing  them  at  your  leifure,  you 
may  poffibly  imprint  them  fo  in 
your  memory,  as  on  occafion  to  be 
of  fome  ufe  to  you. 

Firft,  that,  though  the  legs, 
arms,  and  head  of  a  human  body, 
being  folid  parts,  are  fpecifkally 
fomewhat  heavier  than  frefh  water, 
yet  the  trur.k,  particularly  the  up- 
per part,  from  its  hollownefs,  is  fo 
much  lighter  than  water,  as  that 
the  whole  of  the  body,  taken  to- 
gether, is  too  light  to  fink  wholly 
under  water,  but  fome  part  will 
remain  above,  until  the  lungs  be- 
come rilled  with  water  ;  which 
happens  from  drawing  water  into 
them  inftead  of  air,  when  a  per- 
fon,  in  the  fright,  attempts  breath- 
ing, while  the  mouth  and  noftrils 
are  under  water. 

2dly,  That  the  legs  and  arms 
are  fpecifkally  lighter  than  falt- 
water,  and  will  be  fupported  by  it ; 
fo  that  a  human  body  would  not 
fink  in  falt-water,  though  the 
lungs  were  filled  as  above,  but  from 
the  greater  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
head. 

3dly,  That   therefore   a   perfon 
throwing   himfelf  en  his  back  in 
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fait  water,  and  extending  his  arm?, 
may  eafily  lie  fo  as  to  keep  his 
mouth  and  noflrils  free  for  breath- 
ing; and,  by  a  fmall  motion  of 
his  hands,  may  prevent  turning, 
if  he  mould  perceive  any  tendency 
to  it. 

4thly,  That,  in  frefh  water,  if 
a  man  throws  himfelf  on  his  back, 
near  the  furface,  he  cannot  long 
continue  in  that  fituation,  but  by 
a  proper  action  of  his  hands  on 
the  water.  If  he  ufes  no  fuch  ac- 
tion, the  legs  and  lower  part  of 
the  b<»dy  will  gradually  fink  till 
he  comes  into  an  upright  pojidon, 
in  which  he  will  continue  fufpend- 
ed,  the  hollow  of  the  breaft  keep- 
ing the  head  uppermoft. 

5  thl  y,  But  if  in  thisereft  pofition 
the  head  is  kept  upright  above  the 
moulders,  as  when  we  iland  on  the 
ground,  the  immc-fion  will,  by 
the  weight  of  that  part  of  the  head 
that  is  out  of  water,  reach  above 
the  mouth  and  noltrils,  perhaps  a 
little  above  the  eyes,  fo  that  a  man 
cannot  long  remain  fufpended  in 
water  with  his  head  in  that  pofi- 
tion. 

6thly,  The  body  continued  fuf- 
pended as  before,  and  upright,  if 
the  head  be  leaned  quite  back,  fo 
that  the  face  looks  upwards,  all  the 
back  part  of  the  head  being  then 
under  water,  and  its  weight  confe- 
quently  in  a  great  meafure  fupport- 
ed by  it,  the  face  will  remain 
above  water  quite  free  for  breath- 
ing, will  rife  an  inch  higher  every 
inspiration,  and  fink  as  much  eve- 
ry expiration,  but  never  fo  low  as 
that  the  water  may  come  over  the 
mouth. 

7thly,  If  therefore  a  perfon,  un- 
acquainted with  fwimming,  and 
falling  accidentally  into  the  water, 
could  have  prefence  of  mind  fuffi- 

cient 
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cient  to  avoid  ftruggling  and  plung- 
ing, and  to  let  the  body  take  this 
natural  pofition,  he  might  conti- 
nue long  fafe  from  drowning,  till 
perhaps  help  would  come.  For, 
as  to  the  cloaths,  their  additional 
weight,  while  immerfed,  is  very 
inco°nfiderable,  the  water  fupport- 
ing  it  ;  though,  when  he  comes 
out  of  the  water,  he  would  find 
them  very  heavy  indeed. 

But,  as  I  faid  before,  I  would 
not  advife  you  or  any  one  to  de- 
pend on  having  this  prefence  of 
mind  on  fuch  an  occafion,  but 
learn  fairly  to  fwim,  as  I  wifh  all 
men  were  taught  to  do  in  their 
youth;  they  would,  on  many  oc- 
currences, be  the  fafer  for  having 


that  fkill,  and  on  many  more  the 
happier,  a?  freer  from  painful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  the  enjoyment  in  fo  de- 
lightful and  wholefome  an  exercife. 
Soldiers  particularly  fhould,  me- 
thinks,  all  be  taught  to  fwim  ;  it 
might  be  of  frequent  ufe  either  in 
furprizing  an  enemy,  or  faving 
themfelves.  And,  if  I  had  now 
boys  to  educate,  I  fhould  prefer 
thofe  fchools  (other  things  being 
equal)  where  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  acquiring  fo  advan- 
tageous an  art,  which,  once  leart, 
is  never  forgotten.     I  am,  &c. 

E.  Franklin. 
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An  Account  of  the  Events  produced  in 
England,  by  the  Grant  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Sicily,  to  Prince  Ed- 
mund, Second  Son  of  King  Henry 
the  Third.  By  Thomas  Aftle, 
Efq. 

THE  grant  of  the  kingdom 
of  Sicily  by  Pope  Innocent 
the  Fourth  to  Prince  Edmund, 
will  be  found  upon  enquiry  to 
have  produced  the  greateft  events 
in  their  confequences,  that  ever 
appeared  in  the  annals  of  England. 
Amongit  others,  the  affociation  of 
the  barons  againft  King  Henry 
the  Third  ;  the  appointing  con- 
fervators  of  the  peace  in  the  ieveral 
counties ;  and  the  fettling  the  de- 
mocratical  part  of  our  conflitution 
upon  a  permanent  bails,  by  Simon 
Montfort,  Earl  of  Leicefter,  whiilfc 
the  king  was  his  prifoner. 

As  the  king's  wars  with  his  ba- 
rons have  not  been  generally  at- 
tributed to  his  connections  with 
Sicily,  and  foreign  hiilorians  be- 
ing almoft  filent  upon  this  head,  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  an  account  of 
this  traniadlion  may  be  acceptable 
to  the  fociety. 

The  emperor  Frederick,  who 
died  in  1250,  by  his  will  fhared 
his  kingdoms  amongft  his  chil- 
dren. He  gave  the  Me  of  Sicily 
to  his  fen  Henry,  whom  he  had 
fey  hii  third  wife  lfabella  of  Eng- 


land, filler  to  King  Henry  the 
Third.  But  the  Emperor  Conrade 
the  Fourth,  his  fucceffor,  being 
at  war  with  Pope  Innocent  the 
Fourth,  that  pontiff  attempted  to 
feize  upon  Sicily  :  and,  appre- 
hending that  this  attempt  might 
be  attended  with  great  expence, 
he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Richard 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  third  brother  to 
King  Henry  the  Third,  to  accept 
of  the  crown  of  Sicily  ;  flattering 
himfelf,  that  the  earl's  immenle 
wealth  would  enable  him  to  fup- 
port  his  military  operations  :  but 
Richard,  being  a  prince  of  great 
ccconomy,  declined  the  offer.  The 
pope  afterwards  offered  the  crown 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  to  King  Henry 
the  Third,  who  refufed  the  pre- 
fent ;  being  unwilling  to  deprive 
his  nephew  Henry  of  his  kingdom. 
However,  Conrade,  having  put 
his  brother  Henry  to  death,  and 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Sicily,  was 
in  the  year  1253  poifoned,  as  is 
iuppofed,  by  his  baitard-brother 
Manfred,  who  ufurped  the  throne 
of  that  kingdom.  Hereupon  Pope 
Innocer.t  the  IV thy  improving  the 
opportunity,  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  Naples ;  but  Conradine,  the  fon 
i  f  the  late  emperor,  continuing 
the  war,  the  pope  found  himfelf 
unable  to  maintain  the  army  which 
he  had  fent  to  Naples.  In  this 
exigency  he  applied  once  more  to 
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the  King  of  England,  and  ofFered 
him  the  crown  of  Sicily  for  his 
fecond  fon  Edmund  ;  obferving, 
tiiac  as  his  nephew  Henry  was 
dead,  there  was  no  further  rocm 
for  his  fcruples. 

Henry  was  weak  enough  to  ac- 
cept the  offer,  and  not  only  fent 
the  pope  all  the  money  which  he 
could  borrow  or  extort  from  his 
fubjecls,  but  was  alfo  lb  indifcreet, 
as  to  engage  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  fums  which  the  Pope  might 
borrow  for  the  placing  Prince  Ed- 
mund upon  the  throne  of  Sicily. 
The  pope,  the  better  to  carry  on 
his  deligns,  and  to  amute  and 
pleafe  the  king,  who  was  become 
exceedingly  fond  of  this  Sicilian 
connection,  fent  over  into  England 
Albert  his  notary,  with  inllruc- 
tions  to  grant  the  kingdom  of  Si- 
cily to  Prince  Edmund  and  his 
heirs. 

The  pontiff,  finding  that  Henry 
was  fo  compleatly  fallen  into  his 
fnare,  fpared  not  the  king's  purie, 
and  drew  away  his  money  fo  fair, 
that  his  ordinary  revenue  could 
not  polfibly  anfwer  the  expence. 
This  put  him  upon  various  me- 
thods of  obtaining  money  from  his 
people,  which  rendered  him  ex- 
ccedingly°odious  to  them  ;  but  he 
was  fo  infatuated  with  the  hopes 
of  acquiring  a  kingdom  for  his 
fon,  that  he  difregarded  their  com- 
plaints. Notwithstanding  Pope 
Innocent  was  very  fenfible  that 
it  was  out  of  the  king's  power  to 
perform  his  engagements,  he  aflified 
him  with  his  apollolical  authority 
in  borrowing  and  fqueezing  money 
from  the  clergy  as  well  a,  from 
the  laity;  and  when  Henry  was 
unable  to  fatisfy  his  demands,  the 
pope  threatened  to  give  the  crown 
fif  Sicily  to  feme  other  prince ;  but, 
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his  forces  being  defeated  by  thofe 
of  Manfred  between  Troya  and 
Foggia  in  the  year  1254,  he  foon 
after  died,  as  it  is  laid,  of  vexa- 
tion. His  fucceflbr  Alexander  the 
Fourth,  at  a  great  expence,  car- 
ried on  the  war  againlt  Manfred, 
Who,  having  defeated  the  forces 
ot  his  Holinefs  near  Nocera,  was 
crowned  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 
Pope  Alexander  pradifed  the 
fame  arts  as  his  predeceffor  upon 
the  King  of  England,  who,  being 
ignorant  of  what  had  happened  in 
Italy,  was  made  the  dupe  of  this 
defigning  pontiff.  And  he,  the 
better  to  conceal  his  intended  im- 
positions upon  Henry,  fent  the 
Liihop  of  Bononia  to  London  with 
a  bull,  confirming  his  predecefTcr's 
grant  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to 
Prince  Edmund,  upon  the  follow- 
ing conditions, 

That   Edmund    ihould   perform 

.omage  to  the  pope. 
That  Sicily  Ihould   be  no  longer 
divided;     but  that   the    two  parts 
ihould  be  under  the  government  of 
one  and  the  fame  king. 

That  the  king  fhould  make  the 
pope  every  year  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  two  tho.ufand  ounces  of 
pure  gold. 

That  he  fhould  fend  three  hun- 
dred horfe  for  three  months  to  ferve 
the  church  in  cafe  of  need. 

That  the  churches  of  Sicily 
fhould  enjoy  their  liberties,  and 
that  the  pope  fhould  quietly  pof- 
kfs  his  rights  to  thole  churches. 

That  Edmund  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  when  they  paid  their  homage, 
fhould  fyvear  that  they  would  ne- 
ver con  fent  to  be  chofen  em- 
perors, on  pain  of  lofing  their 
crown,  and  being  excommuni- 
cated. 

That     the   church  fhould   keep 
pofiei* 
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pofTeflion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bene- 
vento. 

That  Edmund,  when  he  came 
to  the  age  of  fifteen,  fhould  per- 
form his  homage  in  perfon  ;  and 
until  then  the  king  his  father 
fhould  pay  it  for  him.  (The  form 
of  the  homage  is  inferted  in  the 
inflrument.) 

That  it  fhould  be  at  the  Pope's 
choice,  whether  he  would  have 
homage  paid  him  by  Edmund  and 
his  fucceffors  in  perfon  or  by  proxy. 
And, 

That  Edmund  fhould  confirm 
and  maintain  the  grants  made  by 
his  predeceffors  to  the  family  of 
Hoe'mburcb. 

Befides  the  above  conditions, 
there  were  many  other  conventions 
and  inltruments  for  putting  Ed- 
mund into  pofTeflion  of  the  king- 
dom ;  feveral  of  which  may  be 
found  in  the  Foedera ;  and  many 
more  are  extant  upon  the  patent, 
claufe,   and  charter  rolls. 

x^bout  the  end  of  Oclober,  1255, 
the  ceremony  of  invefliture  was 
performed  at  London  by  the  bifhop 
of  Bononia,  in  the  pretence  of  the 
king  and  a  numerous  aiTembly  of 
great  men,  by  the  fymbol  of  a 
ring  which  the  Pope  had  lent  for 
that  purpofe.  The  poor  king 
wept  for  joy  at  this  ceremony,  and 
fent  the  Pope  immediately  after- 
wards fifty  thoufand  marks,  and 
bound  himfelf  to  fend  two  hundred 
thoufand  more  within  a  ftated 
time ;  upon  which  account,  the 
Pope  granted  the  king  the  tenths  of 
the  revenues  of  the  clergy. 

Although  the  king's  flatterers 
congratulated  him  upon  this  aug- 
mentation of  glory,  there  Were 
v.ifer  people  who  were  grieved  to 
fee  their  fovereign  fo  great  a  dupe 
to   the  Pope;  and  perceived  that 
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all  the  readv-money  in  the  king- 
dom was  not  fulheient  to  bring 
about  the  undertaking  in  which 
he  was  embarked.  In  fhort,  this 
Sicilian  connection  was  become 
exceedingly  unpopular,  and  the  bu- 
finefs  grew  more  and  more  alarm- 
ing. However,  Henry  being  pref- 
fed  by  the  Pope,  was  obliged  to 
call  a  parliament,  for  fupplies  ; 
and  he,  to  avoid  oppofition,  omit- 
ted fending  writs  to  the  refractory 
barons.  In  this  parliament,  the 
king  introduced  his  fon  cloathed 
in  the  Apulian  habit,  and  made 
a  fpeech,  wherein  he  demanded 
large  fupplies  for  placing  him  upon 
the  throne  of  Sicily  ;  but  the  ba- 
rons, being  fenlible  of  the  ridicu- 
lous cheat  impofed  by  the  Pope, 
determined  not  to  lavifh  the  trea- 
lure  of  the  kingdom  upon  fuch  a 
chimerical  project,  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  the  king's 
demands  ;  and  affigned  the  follow- 
ing reafons  for  their  refufal  : 

1.  The  great  diflance  of  that 
kingdom  from  England. 

2.  The  difficulties  of  fecuring  a 
free  paiTage  through  the  territories 
of  powers  at  enmity  with  the  king 
of  England,  and  perhaps  favourers 
of  his  adverfary. 

3.  Manfred's  being  in  poffef- 
fion  of  Labor  (Laboris)  and  other 
places  through  which  the  commu- 
nication between  the  feveral  parrs 
of  the  kingdom  is  ufually  carried 
on. 

4.  The  ftrength  of  the  prince 
(Manfred)  in  the  kingdom. 

5.  The  alliance  actually  fubfifl- 
ing  between  that  prince,  the  na- 
tives of  Apulia,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  countries. 

6.  Manfred's  being  in  pofTeflion 
of  moil  of  the  cities,  caflles,  and 
fortreffes,  of  the  kingdom. 

7.  The 
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7.  The  great  riches  which  that 
prince  daily  received  from  thence. 

8.  The  immenfe  expence  al- 
ready incurred  by  the  king  with- 
out any  advantages  gained  in  re- 
turn. 

9.  The  exceflive  fums  requifite 
for  difcharging  the  debts  then  due, 
as  alfo  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  Prince  Edmund's  journey,  and 
fettling  him  in  quiet  pofleflion 
of  the  kingdom  ;  ail  which  would 
amount  to  more  money  than  the 
whole  kingdom  of  England  could 
produce. 

10.  The  deftru&ion  and  impo- 
verifhment  of  England,  which  mull 
be  the  confequence  of  the  feveral 
and  frequent  iters  or  circuits  of 
the  juftices,  and  of  a  variety  of 
extortions,  feizures,  and  other  op- 
preffions. 

11.  The  fcantinefs  of  the  king's 
and  his  fon's  treafure,  and  the  po- 
verty of  the  Englifh  as  well  clergy 
as  laity. 

iz.  The  troubles  prevailing  in 
Gafcony,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

1  j.  The  hoftile  invafion  of  Eng- 
land by  the  Welch,  in  order  to 
drive  out  the  natives  by  force  of 
arms. 

14.  The  diminution  of  the  power 
of  England  in  refpecf.  to  its  coun- 
cellors,  wealth,  and  people,  which 
the  departure  of  the  Earl  of  Corn- 
wall muft  occafion. 

15.  The  encouragement  it  would 
give  to  the  King  of  France,  and 
other  neighbouring  princes,  but 
more  efpecially  to  fuch  as  former- 
ly poffefled  lands  in  England,  to 
attack  that  kingdom,-  fo  loon  as 
the  affairs  of  Sicily  had  drained 
it'  of  men,  councellors,  arms,  and 
money. 

16.  The  resolutions  they  had 
taken   not  only   to  refufe    giving 
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their  afTent  to  the  king's  taking 
upon  himfelf  the  burthen  of  this 
bufinefs,  left  it  mould  be  furmifed 
that  they  confented  to  his  being 
betrayed  or  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  ;  but  totally 
to  decline  being  concerned  in  the 
bufinefs  aforefaid  jointly  with  the 
king ;  and  thac  as  well  for  the  be- 
fore-mentioned reafons,  as  on  ac- 
count of  the  immoderate  and  un- 
certain expence  wherewith  it  muft 
be  attended,  and  which  could  not 
be  railed. 

Laftly,  The  difficult  and  heavy 
terms  required  in  cafe  the  bufinefs 
ftiould  be  undertaken,  and  which 
might  occafion  the  king's  lofs  of  his 
right  to  that  kingdom  after  infinite 
trouble  and  expence  in  order  to  ob- 
tain it. 

In  this  extremity  the  King  and 
the  Pope  united  in  opprefiing  the 
people  ;  the  king  iflued  a  procla- 
mation, commanding  all  that  were 
worth  1 5 1,  per  annum  in  land  to 
take  the  order  of  knighthood,  or 
to  pay  a  certain  fum  :  he  alfo  took 
a  tallage  of  500  marks  from  the  ci- 
tizens of  London,  and  his  Holi- 
nefs  fent  Ruftand  his  legate  into 
England  to  extort  money  ;  for 
which  purpofe  he  fummoned  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  biihops  and  abbots, 
whom  he  acquainted  with  the 
Pope's  and  the  King's  pleafure. 
The  demands  of  the  legate  were 
fo  exorbitant,  that  they  were  re- 
ceived by  the  Aflembly  with  the 
greateft  furprize  and  indignation. 
The  Bifhop  of  Worcefter  declared 
roundly,  that  he  would  lofe  his  life 
rather  than  comply.  The  Bilhop 
of  London  faid,  that  if  the  mitre 
was  taken  off  his  head,  he  would 
clap  on  an  helmet  in  its  place.  The 
legate  was  no  lefs  violent ;  and, 
in  the  end,  the  biihops  and  abbots 
K  being 
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being  threatened  with  excommuni- 
cation, were  obliged  to  fubmit. 
It  feems,  however,  that  fome  of 
the  prelates  did  not  comply  with 
the  Pope's  demands ;  for,  on  the 
10th  of  the  kalends  of  October, 
1256,  he  iflued  a  bull,  whereby 
he  excommunicated  all  the  pre- 
lates who  had  not  paid  their 
tenths.  Nor  did  his  Holinefs  flop 
here ;  for  he  borrowed  from  fe- 
veral  Italian  merchants,  in  King 
Henry's  name,  135,540  marks; 
and,  to  difcharge  thefe  debts,  he 
caufed  obligatory  notes  to  be  drawn 
upon  the  bifhops  and  abbots  in 
England,  which  they  at  firft  re- 
fufed  to  pay,  but,  after  feveral 
ftruggles,  they  agreed  to  repay  thefe 
fums ;  and  by  a  bull,  dated  the  5th 
of  the  kalends  of  October,  1256, 
ordered  a  fubfidy  to  be  levied  upon 
the  clergy  of  Scotland  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt  contracted 
by  King  Henry  for  the  affairs  of 
Sicily. 

Upon  the  20th  of  the  nones  of 
October,  the  Pope  iffued  a  bull, 
allowing  the  king  fix  months  time 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  10 
him ;  and  ordered  the  king  to 
fend  an  army  into  Sicily  upon  pain 
of  excommunication  and  interdict. 
In  fhort,  the  demands  of  the  Pope 
were  infatiable,  and  he  preffed  the 
king  continually  to  fend  him  mo- 
ney and  troops  to  Italy  ;  both  cf 
which,  the  parliament  convened 
for  that  purpofe,  abfolutely  refufed  ; 
and  returned  for  anfvver  to  the 
king's  demands,  that  he  had  un- 
advifedly  accepted  the  kingdom  cf 
Sicily  from  the  Pope  without  the 
counfel  of  his  nobles,  defpifing 
their  deliberation  and  wifdom ; 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  inllruc- 
ted  by  the  example  of  his  brother, 
who   had  rejected   the  offer;  that 


many  difficulties  would  attend  the 
conquelt  of  a  country  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  England  ;  that  the 
fincerity  of  the  Pope  was  much  to 
be  doubted;  that  the  Apulian* 
were  a  moft  treacherous  people, 
who  poifoned  their  relations  ;  and 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  they 
neither  could  nor  would  longer 
bear  with  fuch  extortions  and  op- 
preffions.  At  length  the  king  ad- 
journed the  parliament  to  Oxford  ; 
and  agreed,  that  the  government 
fhould  be  reformed  and  put  into 
the  hands  of  twenty-four  commif- 
fioners,  who  formed  the  fix  fa- 
mous articles,  called  the  Provifions 
or  Statutes  of  Oxford.  The  ba- 
rons, before  they  broke  up,  agreed 
upon  an  oath  of  affociation,  where- 
by they  obliged  themfelves  to  main- 
tain thefe  provifions  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  the  city 
of  London  foon  afterwards  entered 
into  the  affociation.  The  king, 
being  deprived  of  great  part  of 
his  power  by  thefe  provifions,  was 
abfolved  by  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth 
from  his  oath  which  he  had  taken 
to  obferve  thefe  ftatutes ;  where- 
upon he  declared  to  the  parliament 
at  London,  that  he  would  rot  be 
longer  bound  by  them.  He  took 
pcfleflion  of  the  Tower,  and  dif- 
rciiTed  by  proclamation  all  the  of- 
ficers who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  twenty-four  commifficners,  and 
nominated  others  in  their  room. 
The  barons,  after  feveral  fruitless 
attempts  for  an  accommodation, 
had  recourfe  to  arms.  The  Earl 
of  Leicefter,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  confederates,  having  taken 
the  king  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Lewes,  obliged  him  to  iffue  fuch 
mandates  as  h«  thought  proper. 
All  the  officers  of  the  crown  and 
of  the  houfehold  were  named   by 

the 
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the  earl ;  and  the  whole  authority, 
as  well  as  arms,  of  the  ftate,  were 
lodged  in  his  hands.  He  inftituted 
in  each  county  officers,  to  whom 
were  given  the  title  of  confervators 
of  the  peace,  and  inveited  them 
with  new  and  arbitrary  powers. 
In  the  body  of  each  commilnon  ap- 
pointing the  confervators  of  the 
peace,  there  was  a  precept  to  every 
of  them,  to  fend  four  knights 
of  each  county,  to  be  chofen  by 
the  afTent  of  the  county,  for  the 
nuhole  countj,  to  meet  the  king  at 
London  upon  the  octaves  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  then  next  enfuing. 
Thefe  com.miflions  bear  date  the 
4th  of  June,  48  Henry  III.  A.  D. 
1258.  The  parliament  met  accord- 
ingly, and  approved  of  the  new 
plan  of  government  formed  by  the 
barons. 

Leicefter,  being  in  the  zenith 
of  his  power,  caufed  writs  to  be 
ifTued  in  the  king's  name,  for  a 
new  parliament  to  meet  at  London 
on  trie  octaves  of  St.  Hilary.  To 
this  parliament  only  twenty-three 
of  the  temporal  barons  which  were 
of  his  party,  and  a  great  number 
of  ecclefiaftics,  who  were  devoted 
to  his  intereft,  were  iummoned  ; 
and,  the  better  to  increaie  and 
turn  to  advantage  his  popularity, 
he  caufed  general  writs  to  be  lent 
to  the  Iheriif  of  each  county,  to  re- 
turn two  knights  for  each  fhire,  and 
for  each  borough  two  burgeffes,  to 
fit  in  parliament. 

It  has  been  afferted  by  Dr. 
Brady,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Whitaker, 
and  others,  that  ihis  was  the  firft 
time  that  the  cities  and  boroughs 
fent  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in 
parliament:  which  opinions  have 
been  controverted  by  Mr.  Petit, 
Mr.  Tyrrcl,  Mr.  Hody,  and  the 
late  Lord  Lyttelton.     But,  without 


entering  into  this  conteft,  it  may 
be  .emarked,  that  fince  the  time 
of  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's  admini- 
ftration,  the  right  of  the  citizens 
and  burgeifes  to  fit  in  parliament 
hath  never  been  que.iion-.-d ;  al- 
though the  commons  were  not  re- 
gularly fummoned  to  parliament  for 
many  years  afterwards. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Pope  LL  ban  the  Fourth, 
by  his  bull,  dated  5  kali.  Aug. 
1263,  revoked  the  grant  of  Sicily 
to  Prince  Edmund;  and  his  fuc- 
cefTor,  Pope  .Clement  the  Fcurch, 
grafted  the  fame  to  Charles  of 
Anjou,  brother  to  St.  Lewis  Xtng 
of  France.  Upon  the  6th  of  June, 
1265,  the  king,  whiht  he  was  in 
Leicefter's  powe/,  ifTued  a  commif- 
fion to  feverai  perfons  therein  nam- 
ed, to  renounce  the  kingdom  of  Si- 
cily in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  him  and  his  fon  Edmund ; 
and  Leicefter  afterwards  caufed  that 
renunciation  to  be  notified  to  the 
Pope  by  a  letter  from  the  king. 
Indeed,  that  Earl  was  obliged  in 
honour  to  take  thefe  fteps,  as  he 
and  feverai  of  his  adherents  had 
bound  themfelves  by  an  oath  not 
to  make  peace  with  the  king  until 
he  had  renounced  his  pretentions 
to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily.  But 
Prince  Edmund  had  ample  amends 
for  the  lofs  of  that  kingdom  ;  for 
upon  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1265,  his 
brother,  Prince  Edward,  having 
defeated  Leicefter  and  his  adhe- 
rents at  the  battle  of  Evefham,  the 
immenfe  eftates  of  that  Earl,  toge- 
ther with  thofe  of  Robert  Ferrers, 
Earl  of  Derby,  John  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  others,  were  given  to 
Prince  Edmund,  who  was  created 
Earl  of  Lancafter,  Leicefter,  Der- 
by, and  Campaigne.  Thefe  vaft 
polTeffions   laid  the  foundation  of 
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the   future   greatnefs  of  the  houfe 
of  Lancafter ;  the   power   and   in- 
fluence of  which  increafed  to  fuch 
a  heighth,  that  Henry  of  Boling- 
brpok,   being  too    powerful  for   a 
fubjecl,  depofed  his  coufin  german 
King  Richard  II.  and  mounted  the 
throne    of   this     kingdom.      And 
thus,  in  the  perfon  of  Prince  Ed- 
mund, were  originally  founded  the 
great  contentions  which  long  fub- 
fifted   between   the   two  houfes  of 
York  and  Lancafter. 


97>*  Ceremonial  of  making  the  King's 
Bed.  By  Mr.  Brooke,  of  the 
Herald's  College,  F.  S.  A. 

THIS    account    is    extracted 
from  an  original  manufcript, 
elegantly   written,    beautifully   il- 
luminated, and  richly  bound,  which 
was    fome    time     in     the    library 
of  Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl 
marlhal    of   England,   to  whom   it 
came  by  defcent  from  Thomas   the 
great  duke  of   Norfolk,   beheaded 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; 
who   married   Mary   daughter  and 
coheir  of  Henry   Fitz-Alan,   Earl 
of    Arundel,    lord-chamberlain   to 
King    Henry  the  Vlllth.     It  con- 
tains the  whole  duty  of  the  lord- 
chamberlain,  and  of  the  officers  in 
his  department,  is  the  original  co- 
py kept  for  the  information  of  that 
earl,  and  had  been  compiled  by  or- 
der of,  and  approved   by  the  king 
himfelf  in  council. 

Herald's  College,  j    c    BROOKE,  R.  C. 
Jan.  15,  1776. 

"  The  oolde  ordre  of  makyng 
the  kynges  bedd,  not  to  be  ufed 
nor  done,   but  as   hys  grace  well 


comaund  and  appoynte  from  tyme 
to  tyme  hereafter. 

Furfte  a  groome  or  a  page  to 
take  a  torche  &  to  goo  to  the 
warderobe  of  the  kynges  bedd,  & 
bryng  theym  of  the  warderobe  with 
the  kynges  fluff*  unto  the  cham- 
br  for  makyng  of  the  fame  bedde. 

. Where  as  aught  to  be  a  gen- 

tylman-ulher,    iiij    yomen    of   the 
chambr    for    to    make    the    fame 
bedde.     The  groome  to  ftande  at 
the  beddes   feete  with  his  torche. 
They  of  the  warderobe  open- 
nyng  the  kynges  fluff  of  hys  bedde 
upon    a  fayre   fheete  bytween   the 
favde  groome   &  the  beddes  fote, 
iij  yomen   or  two  at   the  lefte  in 
every    fyde  of    the  bedde.     The 
gentylman  ufher    and   parte  com- 
maundyng  theym  what  they  fhall 
doo.  ■    ■  ■  A  yoman  with  a  dagger 
to  fearche  the  ftrawe  of  the  kynges 
bedde  that   there  be  none  untreuth 
therin.— — And     this    yoman     to 
cafte  up  the  bedde  of  downe  upon 
that,  &  oon   of  theym   to   tomble 
over    yt    for    the    ferche    thereof. 
Then   they   to   bete  and  tufte  the 
fayde  bedde,  and  to  laye  oon  then 
the  bolfter  without  touchyng  of  the 
bedde,  where  as  it  aught   to  lye. 
Then  they  of  the  warderobe  to  de- 
lyver  theym  a  fuftyan  takyng  the 
faye  thereof.     All  theys  yomen  to 
laye  theyr  hands  thereoon  at  oones, 
that  they  touch  not  the  bedde,  tyll 
yt  be  layed  as  it  fholde  be  by  the 
comaundement  of  the  Uffher. 
And   fo  the  furfte   fheete   in  lyke 
wyfe,  and  then    to   trufle  in   both 
fheete  &  fuftyan  rownde  about  the 
bedde  of  downe.     The  warderoper 
to   delyver  the  fecond  fheete  unto 
two  yomen,  they  to  crofle  it  over 
theyre   arme,    and    to    ftryke    the 
bedde   as   the   Uffher    fhall    more 
playnly  fheweun  to  theym.     Then 

every 
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every  yoman  Iayeing  hande  upon 
the  (heete  to  lay  the  fame  (heete 
upon  the  bedde.  And  fo  the  other 
fuftyan  upon  or  ij  with  fuche  co- 
verynge  as  (hall  content  the  kynge. 
Thus  doon  the  ij  yomen  next  to 
the  bedde  to  laye  down  agene  the 
overmore  fuftyan,  the  yomen  of 
the  warderobe  delyverynge  theym 
a  pane  {heete,  the  fayde  yoman 
therewythall  to  cover  the  fayde 
bedde  :  and  fo  then  to  laye  down 
the  overmoft  (heete  from  the  beddes 
heed.  And  then  the  faid  ij  yo- 
men to  laye  all  the  overmoft 
clothes  of  a  quarter  of  the  bedde. 
Then  the  warderoper  to  delyver 
unto  theym  fuch  pyllowes  as  fhall 
pleafe  the  kynge.  The  fayd  yo- 
man to  laye  theym  upon  the  bol- 
fter  and  the  heed  (heete  with  whych 
the  fayde  yoman  (hall  cover  the 
fayde  pyllpvves.  And  fo  to  trufle 
the  endes  of  the  fayde  (heete  under 
every  ende  of  the  bolfter.  And  then 
the  fayde  warderoper  to  delyver 
unto  them  ij  ly tie  fmall  pyllowes 
wherwythall  the  fquyres  for  the 
bodye  or  gentylman  uflher  (hall 
give  the  fayde  to  the  warderoper, 
and  to  the  yoman  whyche  have 
layde  on  hande  upon  the  fayde 
bedde.  And  then  the  fayd  ij  yo- 
men to  laye  upon  the  fayde  bedde 
toward  the  bolfter  as  yt  was  bifore. 
They  makyng  a  croffe  and  kiflynge 
yt  where  there  handes  were.  Then 
ij  yomen  next  to  the  feete  to  make 
the  feers,  as  the  uflher  (hall  teche 
theym.  And  fo  then  every  of  th  ym 
fticke  up  'he  aungell  about  the 
bedde,  and  to  lette  downe  the  cor- 
teyns  of  the  fayde  bedde  or  fparvt- r. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  boaye  or 
gentylman -uffher  aught  to  iett  the 
kyngesfword  at  hys  beddes  hedde. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  bodye 
aught  to  charge  a  fecret  groome  or 
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page  to  have  the  kepynge  of  the 
fayde  bedde  with  a  lyght  unto  the 
tyme  the  kynge  be  dilpofed  to  goo 
to  yt. 

Item,  a  groome  or  page  aught  to 
take  a  torche  whyle  the  bedde  ys 
yn  making  to  feche  a  loof  of  brede, 
a  pott  vvyth  ale,  a  pott  wyth  wine, 
for  theym  that  maketh  the  bedde, 
and  every  man. 

Item,  the  gentylman-ufther 
aught  to  forbede  that  no  manner 
of  man  do  fett  eny  dyfthe  uppon 
the  kynge's  bedde  for  fere  of  hurt- 
yng  of  the  kyng's  ryche  counter- 
poynt  that  lycth  thereupon.  And 
that  the  fayde  uflher  take  goode 
heede,  that  noo  man  wipe  or  rubbe 
their  hands  uppon  none  arras  of  the 
kynges,  wherby  they  myght  bee 
hurted,  in  the  chambr  where  the 
kynge  ys  (pecially,  and  in  all 
other." 


In  a  former  Vdume  ive  ga-ve  our 
Readers  an  Ai count  of  the  Objec- 
tion! made  by  an  anonymous  Writer 
to  Mr.  Bryant's  Explanation  of  the 
celebrated  Apamean  Medal,  toge- 
ther ivith  Mr.  Bryant's  Anfvier. 
As  the  Ground  of  thut  Difpute  is 
no<w  confiderably  changed  by  the 
Authenticity  of  the  Medal  it, elf  be- 
ing quejiior.ed,  the  following  Ol- 
fervations  by  the  learned  Prejident 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquarians  may 
not  be  unacteptable  to  our  Readers. 

THE  very  learned  and  inge- 
nious Mr.  Bryanc  hav  .n3  di- 
rected the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  Apamean  medal,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  an  unacceptable  or 
a  ufelefs  attempt,  to  e'ear  up  fome 
poims  relative  to  that  coin  ;  and 
to  enquire  int^  the  proofs  of  its 
authenticity,  that  the  learned  may 
K3  b« 
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be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
opinions  which  have  been  formed 
upon  it. 

This  rnedaillon  was  ftruck  at 
Apamea  in  Phrygia,  during  the 
reign  of  the  elder  Philip,  and  firft 
communicated  to  the  public  by  Ot- 
tavio  Falconer!,  a  fkilful  Italian 
medalilt,  as  we  may  infer  from  the 
learned  Spanheim's  dedicating  to 
him  his  book,  De  ufu  et  praejiantid 
Numifmatum.  Falconeri's  treatife 
on  this  coin  was  firft  printed  at 
Rome  in  1668,  afterwards  added 
to  the  fecond  edition  of  Seguin's 
Numifmata,  Paris  1684,  and  a 
third  time  reprinted  in  the  tenth 
volume  of  Gronovius's  Greek  An- 
tiquities. 

He  profeffes  to  have  feen  no  lefs 
than    three  different   fpecimens  of 
this  coin  :  one  in  the  Grand  Duke's 
gallery  at   Florence  ;  a   fecond  in 
the  cabinet  of  Cardinal  Ottoboni ; 
and   a   third    in    the  collection   of 
Prince   Chigi.     From   the    firft  of 
thefe,   as  the  moft  perfect,  he  took 
his   drawing,    and  formed  his  dif- 
fertation ;    wherein    he    pcfitively 
afferts,  and  appeals  to  Seguin,  Go- 
thofred,  and  others,  as  joint  wit- 
neffes,    that   the   letters   NflE    are 
exprefTed  not   obfcurely  on  the  ark, 
in  the  reverie  ;   but  that  in  the  Ot- 
toboni coin  the  N  only  is  vifible  ; 
and  in  Prince  Chigi's  all  three  let- 
ters are  effaced. 

He  endeavours  to  illuftrate  this 
jnedaillon  by  one  of  Sept.  Severus, 
itruck  alfo  at  Apamea,  and  en- 
graved from  a  drawing  fent  him  by 
Monfr.  Seguin.  The  figures  and 
emblems  on  the  reverfe  of  both 
coins  are  nearly  fimilar  ;  the  prin- 
cipal difference  confifting  in  the 
names  ana  titles  of  the  perfons, 
and  in  the  letters  infcribed  on  the 
ark  j  which  in  Severus's  coin  he 
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took  to  be  NHTfiN,  in  that  of 
Philip  NfiE.  From  thefe  figure* 
and  emblems,  but  more  efpecially 
from  the  ark,  and  the  name  of  the 
Patriarch  fuppofed  to  be  infcribed 
on  it,  Falconeri  feems  to  have 
thought  that  both  thefe  reverfes  al- 
luded to  the  Noachic  deluge. 

This  opinion  remained  for  fome 
time  uncontroverted  in  print,  but 
uncredited  by  all  fkilful  medalifts, 
at  a  time  when  medals  were  not  fo 
well   underflood  nor    fo    critically 
examined   as  they  are  at  prefent : 
and,   indeed,    the    firft   fubfequent 
examination  of  the  Ottoboni  coin, 
which  was  made  in    1697,  proved 
unfavourable,   for  the    legend    on 
the  ark  appeared  to  be  more  perfedt 
than  Falconeri  had  reprefented  it, 
and  the  letters  were  found   to  be 
NEftK,  not  N  with  an  obliteration 
of  two  letters,  as  he  had  ftated  the 
matter,   and   much   lefs   >N£2E,    as 
on    the  Medicean  coin.     In  confe- 
quence    of  this    Monf.    Vaillant, 
who   publifhed  his  book  of  Greek 
coins  a  few  years  after,  admits  the 
Ottoboni  medal  into  his  catalogue 
with    the  legend  NEI2K,  which  he 
renders  Neocoiorum,  and  is  followed 
in  that  reading  and  interpretation 
by  all  the  fubfequent  medalilts. 

From  his  quoting  the  Ottoboni 
inftead  of  the  Florence  coin  for 
this  reverfe,  among  the  medals  of 
Philip,  it  may  be  fuppofed  either 
that  he  doubted  the  authenticity 
of  the  latter,  or  at  leaft  thought 
the  former  a  more  refponfible 
coin. 

This  difagreement  in  the  legend 
of  the  two  medals  materially  af- 
fected Falconeri's  opinion,  by  de- 
priving him  of  the  patriarch's 
name,  on  which  the  ftrength  of 
his  argument  depended.  And,  in- 
deed, if  both  coins  had  been  ge- 
4  nuine. 
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nuine,  and  the  difference  was  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  only  from  a  miftake 
in  the  mint-mafter,  the  error  would 
more  juftly  have  been  imputed  to 
ihe  Medicean  coin,  from  the  im- 
probability of  its  bearing  the  name 
of  Noah  ;  whereas  the  word  NEHK 
on  the  other  coin,  exprefled  a  title 
commonly  borne  by  the  Afiatic 
cities,  and  frequently  exprefled  on 
their  medals. 

It  happens  unfortunately,  that 
the  coin  on  which  Falconeri's  dif- 
fertation  is  founded,  has  been 
proved  to  be  fpurious.  Profeflbr 
Gori,  the  keeper  of  the  Grand 
Duke's  collection,  whofe  (kill  in 
medals,  and  particularly  in  thofe 
under  his  care,  gives  the  greateft 
weight  to  his  opinion,  pronounces 
it  to  be  a  call  coin,  delcribes  its 
imperfections,  and  points  out  the 
particular  appearance  of  its  fur- 
face,  common  to  all  fuch  counter- 
feit coins,  by  faying,  Porults  et 
ramentis  fcatet  :  unwilling,  how- 
ever, to  difcredit  either  the  Duke's 
cabinet  or  Falconeri's  judgment, 
he  fuggells  that  this  counterfeit 
piece  was  fublUtuted  by  fraud  in 
the  place  of  the  genuine  coin  de- 
fcribel  by  the  author.  But  if  this 
is  fact,  may  we  not  afk,  What  is 
become  of  that  genuine  coin  ?  Was 
it  itolen,  that  the  fraudulent  pof- 
feflbr  might  keep  it  for  ever  fe- 
cluded  from  human  infpeftion,  and 
confine  the  enjoyment  of  it  to  his 
own  fole  view?  Would  he  not 
rather  have  been  tempted  to  difpofe 
of  it  to  fome  of  thofe  royal  and 
magnificent  colleaors,  who  are 
known  to  fpare  no  expence  in  the 
purchafe  of  fuch  valuable  uniques  ? 
But  no  genuine  coin  of  this  impref- 
fion,  with  a  fair  legend  on  the  ark, 
is  to  be  found  in  any  other  public 
collection  j  at  leafl  as  far  as  we  are 


informed  by  the  publifhers  of  me- 
dals. There  is  one  of  them  indeed 
in  the  King  of  France's  cabinet ; 
but  the  Abbe  Barthelemy,  who  is 
a  very  learned  and  fkilful  medalift, 
expreffes  his  doubts,  even  almolt 
to  a  difbelief,  of  the  authenticity 
of  that  coin.  His  words  are  : 
"  The  medaillon  of  Philip,  with 
the  fame  type,  is  preferved  in  the 
king's  cabinet ;  it  is  perfectly  like 
to  that  Falconeri  has  engraved,  but 
the  two  or  three  letters  on  the  ark 
are  entirely  defaced.  I  have  ne- 
ver been  fatiified  with  this  medal  ; 
the  firil  glance  of  it  is  very  unfa- 
vourable, and  our  fufpicions  en- 
creafe  in  proportion  as  we  examine 
it  with  more  attention."  There  it 
another  of  thefe  medals  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
which  is  all  that  the  prefent 
fituation  of  that  cabinet  will  per- 
mit us  to  fay  of  it  ;  but  1  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  a  bold,  or 
difrefpectful  conjecture,  to  fuppofe 
that  whenever  that  collection  fhall 
be  fubmitted  to  public  view,  that 
medaillon  will  prove  to  be  tjufdtm 
farinae  with  that  of  Florence  ;  and 
1  am  the  more  juflified  in  this  opi- 
nion, from  the  opportunities  which 
I  have  had  of  examining  three  dif- 
ferent fpecimens  of  the  fame  coin, 
all  poflefled  by  gentlemen  of  great 
worth,  and  moft  approved  flcill  in 
the  fcience.  The  firft,  which  may 
boaft  with  that  at  Florence,  of  be- 
ing in  the  moft  entire  prefervation, 
belongs  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crofts; 
the  figures  and  legend  are  perfect, 
and  the  dark  brown  pattern,  fo  of- 
ten feen  on  genuine  coins,  is  well 
imitated.  Mr.  Duane  poflefTes  an- 
other of  theie  pieces,  call  (as  it 
ihould  feem)  in  the  fame  mould  ; 
the  metal  is  yet  more  yellow,  and  it 
pretends  not  to  thofe  external  mark* 
Ki  of 
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of  antiquity  which  appear  on  Mr. 
Croft's  coin.  The  third  is  in  Dr. 
Hunter's  cabinet,  and  (either  on 
purpofe,  or  by  accident)  has  been 
broken  into  three  or  four  parts, 
but  is  joined  and  holden  together  in 
a  rim  of  brafs.  It  bears  the  moll 
exaft  refemblance  to  the  other  two, 
except  in  point  of  prefervation. 
The  worthy  pofleffors  of  the  me- 
dals, who    fo   obligingly    favoured 


more  exoifable  than  fabricating  a 
falfe  one,  efpecially  if  it  is  formed 
without  an  archetype,  and  lias  no 
other  foundation  but  the  farcy  of 
the  maker.  The  Italians,  who  are 
very  converfant  in  this  kind  of  ma- 
nufacture, confider  it  as  a  venial 
fin,  and  the  Abbe  Venuti,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Florentine  coin,  fup- 
pofes  the  word  NfiE  to  have  been 
formed  on  this,   and    on    all    the 


me  with  a  fight  of  them,  will  not    other  genuine   medals  of  this  im- 
be    difpleafed,  I    hope,   with    my    preflion,    by    an    operation    which 


declaring  from  the  moft  thorough 
conviction  (and  poffibly  not  differ- 
ing from  them  in  opinion),  that 
all  three  coins  are  fpurious,  and 
feem  to  have  been  caft  in  the  fame 
mould. 

From  thefe  fa£ls  it  fhould  follow, 
that  the  Ottoboni  and  Chigi  me- 
dallions are  the  only  genuine  pieces 
extant  of  Philip  nuitb  this  reverfe. 
Of  the  latter  we  know  nothing  ex- 
cept the  name:  but  the  former  has 
flood  the  examination  of  medaliils, 


he  calls  pohjbing  the  coin,  as  if  re- 
pairing and  falfifying  were  fynony- 
mous  terms.  The  paflage,  how- 
ever, to  which  I  refer,  confirms 
what  has  been  before  advanced 
concerning  the  legend  of  this  me- 
dal. 

Though  this  was  manifeftly  the 
moll  eafy  and  natural  method  of 
new  modelling  the  coin  in  queflion, 
yet  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  no  genuine  medal  of  Philip  fo 
altered    exifts    in    any    collection. 


is    fupported  by   the    authority    of    Poflibly   its    extreme    rarity    may 


Vaillant,  and  may  have  given 
birth  to  the  feveral  fpurious  coins 
which  perhaps  were  caft  in  imita- 
tion of  it.  For,  whatever  may  be 
the  real  hillory  reprefented  on  this 
medaillon,  the  ark  fwimming  on 
the  waters,  the  two  perfons  in  it, 
the  dove  with  the  branch,  and  the 
word  NEfiK  on  the  ark,  fo  little 
different  from  NftE,  mighf  have 
fuggeiled  the  firft  hint,  and  have 
been  the  great  inducement  to  the 
falfifiers  of  coins  to  give  importance 
and  rarity  to  a  genuine  medaillon 
of  this  impreffion,  by  changing 
the  word  NEf2K  into  M2E.  Al- 
terations more  bold  and  difficult 
have  been  frequently  practifed  to 
impofe   upon    collectors  ;    and    the 


have  prevented  the  fabricators  from 
trying  this  experiment  on  it  ;  for 
the  fraud  appears  to  have  been  uni- 
formly carried  on  (as  is  evident 
from  the  above-mentioned  fpeci- 
mens),  by  calling  new  medals,  not 
by  repairing  old  ones  ;  fo  that  on 
the  whole  we  may  fubferibe  to 
Gori's  opinion  with  which  he  con- 
cludes his  diflertation  on  this 
coin  : 

"  Profeclo  neminem  fore  arbi- 
tror,  qui  turbatis  corruptifque  hoc 
loci  numifmatis  credere  velit,  in 
area  fcriptum  nomen  NfiE." 

It  is  rather  unfoitunate,  that  one 
of  Falconeri's  engravings  mould  re- 
prefent  a  falfe  meda^,  and  the  other 
mifreprefent    a    true  one ;    for  we 


deceit  of   changing   a   few    le:ters     may  allow  the  genuinenefs  of  Se- 
only  on  a   genuine  coin,  is   much    verus's  coin,  which  is  now  in  the 

French 
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French  King's  cabinet,  on  the 
united  authority  of  Monf.  Vaillant 
and  the  Abbe  Barthelemy.  Jt  is, 
however,  furprizing  that  Seguins's 
drawing  of  that  coin  fhould  repre- 
sent the  word  on  the  ark  to  be 
NHTfiN,  and  that  Vaillant  mould 
read  it  NEftK.  as  on  the  Ottoboni 
coin  ;  but  it  is  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary, that  Seguin  mould  correct 
his  firil  error  by  a  fecond  ;  and  ac- 
knowledge in  the  preface  to  Fal- 
coneri's  differtation,  that  on  a 
more  accurate  infpection  ot  the 
coin,  he  found  the  word  on  the 
ark  to  be  NHE,  not  NHTHX,  as  he 
had  before  reprefented  it ;  the  two 
firil  letters  of  NCE,  he  fays,  were 
manifeftly  apparent,  and  the  latl 
not  obfcurelv  difcern;ble.  But  can 
any  credit  be  given  to  two  fuch  con- 
tradictory accounts  ?  and  how  can 
either  of  them  be  received  againft 
the  more  ellablilhed  authority  of 
Vaillant,  and  all  the  other  fubfequent 
merialifts  ? 

From  the  refemblance  in  the 
figures  and  emblems  on  the  me- 
dail'ons  of  Severus  and  Philip,  it  is 
natural  to  infer  that  the  wcrd  in- 
fcribed  on  the  ark  was  the  fame  in 
both  ;  aid  f  it  appears  by  the  Se- 
guin and  Ottoboni  coins.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  word  NfiE  is  not 
to  be  found  on  any  except  the  fpu- 
rious  one  at  Florence,  and  thofe 
which  have  been  fabricated  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  true  reading, 
therefore,  being  reftored  in  the  word 
NE^K,  the  city  where  the  coin  was 
flruck,  as  well  as  the  hiftory  re- 
prefented on  the  coin,  are  materi- 
ally affected  by  the  change.  Thefe 
two  fyllables  will  then  be  the  ini- 
tials of  NEftKOfon  inltead  of  termi- 
nating the  word  ^a^NHTHN1,  and 
confequently  the  city  of  Magnefia 
will  lofe  all  its  right  to  this  me- 
dal.    Apamea  will  enjoy  it  folely. 


i3/ 

and  the  union  or  o/xoroia  between 
thofe  two  citie:,  fpoken  of  by  Ve- 
nuti  and  other  writer--,  will  vanifh. 
It  will  be  no  lefs  fruitlefs  to  fearclt 
for  thofe  ideal  pei  fori  ages  who  are 
fuppofed,  by  a  very  learned  and  in- 
genious author,  to  behere  pointedcut 
under  the  title  of  APTIMATNHTEZ, 
and  the  legend  without  force  or 
alteration  will  Hand  thus  : 

Em       ArfiNCGETOY.        APTEMA. 
T.     ATIAMEI2N  NEfl  ; 

thus  rendered  by  Men f.  Vaillant, 
"  Sub  Artema  Agonotheta  tertium 

Apamenfium  Neocororum." 
This  explanation  is  the  mere  natu- 
ral, as  'he  name  of  Artemas  occurs 
on  a  coin  of  Caracalla,  ftrocfc  alfo  at 
Apamea, 

Em    APTEMAr  AQAMEIZ 
KOIXON  GPTriAE. 

There  is  alfo  a  prastor  called  Arte- 
mas, or  Artemagu?,  on  a  coin  of 
Herennia  Etrnfcilja,  ftruck  at 
Magnelia  ad  Sipvlum  (a  different 
city  from  that  ad  Maeandrum), 
which  is  mentioned  by  Vaillant 
and  Harduin,  who  read  the  legend 
thus, 

Em  2TP.   APTEMAr  MArNHT^H- 
ZntTAOT. 

Harduin  fuppofes  this  to  have 
been  the  fame  perfon  who  was 
p-aetor  of  Apamea:  "  Quern  & 
Ap.-.menfium  Phrygise  pr*etorem 
rnifle  fuo  loco  vidimus."  Proba- 
bly the  word  Afmpay  may  be  a 
contraction  of  the  proper  name  Ar- 
temagu?, or  Artemagoras ;  other- 
wife  the  r  mull  be  a  numeral,  and 
the  legend  will  be  Artema  tertium, 
as  on  the  other  coin  ;  but  befides 
the  diftance  of  thofe  cities  from 
each  other,  it  feems  a  very  impro- 
bable fuppofition,  that  the  fame 
man  lhould  be  recorded  as  praetor, 

and 
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and  in  the  fame  period  of  his  office 
in  both  cities.  This  puint,  how- 
ever, is  not  material  to  the  prefent 
queition.  But  it  has  been  objected 
with  regard  to  t,he  word  NES7K, 
that  Apaaiea  does  not  appear,  by 
?ny  coin  or  other  record,  to  have 
enjoyed  the  Necorate,  though  the 
city  of  Magnefia  did,  as  is  evident 
from  a  medal  of  Maximus  quoted  by 
Karduin, 

AJATNHTnN   NEHKOPflN  THE 
APTEMIAOS. 

Thi.3  objection ,  however,  being 
merely  negative,  may  not  be 
thought  conclufive  ;  for,  if  the  le- 
gends on  thefe  medaillcns  of  Se- 
•serus  and  Philip  are  really  genuine, 
they  will  be  fufficient  to  eftabliffi 
this  fact 

What  has  been  already  faid  re- 
lates only  to  the  authenticity,  con- 
dition, and  legend  of  the  medals 
in  queftion  ;  but  the  moft  material, 
and  indeed  the  moil  difficult  part 
of  the  enquiry,  is  the  import  of 
thefe  emblematical  figures  on  their 
reverie,  and  the  hiftory  intended 
to  be  reprefented  by  them.  The 
public  has  already  before  them 
three  different  opinions  on  this  iub- 
xecl.  That  which  arofe  from  Fal- 
eoneri's  differtation,  and  is  adopted 
hy  Mr.  Bryant,  which  fuppofes  this 
reverie  to  allude  to  the  Noachic 
■Co-lure  :  that  of  Vaillant,  and  other 
■Jubfequent  medalifts,  who  make  it 
to  be  defcriptive  of  Deucalion's 
flood  :  and  the  third  opinion  is 
tivat  of  Father  Harduin,  which 
differs  from  both  thefe,  and,  as 
alual,  is  fir.gular  in  its  kind  ;  for 
he  tells  us, "  that  the  ark  floating 
smong  the  waters  reprefents  the 
situation  of  Apamea  between  the 
rivers  Marfyas,  Obrimas,  and  Or- 
gzs ;    that   the   figures  within  and 
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without  the  ark  denote  the  Em- 
peror and  Emprefs  ;  their  up-lifted 
hands,  and  the  dove  with  the 
branch,  are  emblems  of  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  procured  for  Afia 
in  general,  and  for  this  city  in 
particular,  by  Severus's  conqueft 
over  the  Parthians.  It  may  be  fuf- 
ficient merely  to  mention  this  laft, 
which  feems  to  want  both  date  and 
conclufion. 

The  firft  of  thefe  hypothefes,  as 
I  have  before  obferved,  was  very 
materially  affe&ed  by  the  acknow- 
ledged fpuricufnefs  of  the  Floren- 
tine coin.  The  fuppofed  name  of 
the  patriarch  being  rejected,  and 
the  true  legend  reftored,  the  figures 
and  emblems  are  left  to  tell  their 
own  ftory,  whether  it  relate  to  the 
flood  of  Noah,  to  that  of  Deuca- 
lion, or  to  any  other  event  of  a 
different  nature  and  period. 

It  is  confoffedly  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  fail  in  the  Mofaical 
hiftory  fhould  be  reprefented  and 
defcribed  on  a  coin  of  the  lower 
empire,  ftruck  in  a  city  of  Afia, 
where  neither  the  inhabitants  nor 
the  mint-raauers  can  well  be  fup- 
pofed to  have  been  either  Jews  or 
Chrillians.  Had  they  been  fo, 
they  could  not  have  undertaken  to 
record  this  event  in  fo  public  a 
manner,  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  emperor:  and  (hould  it.  be  fur- 
ther fuppofed,  that  Philip  was  a 
convert  to  Chritlianity,  which 
thofe  learned  writers,  Monf.  Tiiie- 
mont,  and  Kuet,  have  attempted  to 
prove,  yet  even  this  would  not  fclve 
the  difficulty,  becaufe  the  fame  rea- 
fon  could  not  be  applicable  to  the 
fimilar  reverfe  en  the  coin  of 
Sever  us,  who  was  confeffedly  a 
heathen,  and  a  violent  perfecutor  oi 
the  Chriuians. 

It  would  certainly  give  great 
weight 
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weight  to  this  opinion,  if  fome 
charaderiftical  mark  could  be 
poinred  oat  on  the  coin  peculiar  to 
the  fcriptural  hillo-v  of  the  flood, 
and  not  applicable  to  that  of  Deu- 
calion. And  fuch  at  firll  fi^ht  ap- 
pear to  be  the  two  bi  ds,  one  re- 
prelented  litrhg  on  the  ark,  the 
other  flying  towa  ds  it  with  a 
branch  in  its  claws  ;  provided  tnat 
the  former  be  fuppoled  a  raven, 
and  the  latter  a  dove  ;  becaufe  bo  h 
are  nentioned  as  having  been  fent 
out  by  Noah  to  difcover  whether 
the  waters  were  abated  ;  but  on  the 
ether  hand,  it  cannot  be  afferted, 
that  the  former  is  intended  for  a 
raven;  and  if  it  were,  medalills 
have  found  an  allufion  from  the 
blacknels  of  that  bird  to  the  an- 
tient  name  of  .Apamea,  which  ac- 
cording to  Pliny  was  firft  called 
Ceiaenae,  and  according  to  Ste- 
phanos KiXacnoct.  The  eagle  alio 
(for  fo  Harduin  thinks  it  to  be) 
w^s  an  emblem  of  this  city,  and 
appears  on  its  medals,  and  the  bird 
on  the  wing  rel^mb'es  an  eagle  on 
Severus's  medaillon,  though  in  Phi- 
lip's it  is  more  like  a  dove.  But 
ihefe  two  birds  are  equivocal  em- 
blems, for  according  to  Plutarch 
the  dove  attended  Deucalion,  and 
was  a  token  to  him  of  the  increafing 
tempeft  by  his  return  to  the  ark, 
and  of  fair  weather  when  he  came 
back  no  ir;Ore  ;  and  Abydenus,  as 
quoted  by  Eufebius  in  relation  to 
that  deluge,  fpeaks  of  birds  in  the 
plural  as  thrice  fent  out  by  Sifu- 
thrus.  The  branch,  indeed,  is 
not  taken  notice  of  by  any  pro- 
fane hiilorian,  and  the  Mofaical 
account  reprefents  only  a  leaf  in 
the  bird's  mouth. 

The  tradition  of  the  Deucalionic 
flood  being  fuppoied  more  recent, 
and  better  preferved  in  the  minds 


of  the  heathen,  by  forming  a  re- 
markable sera  in  their  hiilory  or 
the  world,  was  a  more  probable 
object  of  their  attention  ;  efpeci- 
ally  when  it  is  conJidered,  that 
many  fuch  allufions  to  different 
parts  of  profane  hiilory  are  to 
be  found  on  their  coins  ;  but  the 
reprefentation  of  Noah  s  flood 
would  beanngle  inicance  of  fcrip- 
ture  hiilory  recorded  on  a  heatheQ 
medal. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  diffidence 
that  I  prefume  to  doubt  anv  opinion 
advanced  by  that  mod  learned  and 
ingenious  author,  whofe  Analyiis  of 
Antient  Mythology  has  enriched 
the  public  with  fuch  a  treafure  of 
learning,  and  who,  with  a  good- 
nefs  of  heart  equal  :o  the  extent  of 
his  abilities,  has  applied  them  to 
illuftrate  many  important  truths  re- 
vealed in  facred  hiilory.  .As  he 
wanted  not  various  and  abundant 
proofs  of  this  event,  he  may  well 
bejullified  in  illullrating  his  other 
arguments  by  the  mention  of  the 
Apamean  coin  of  Philip  ;  but  as 
his  reafoning,  fo  far  as  the  letters 
on  the  ark  are  concerned,  was 
founded  on  the  fuppofed  authenti- 
city of  this  coin,  for  which  he 
ought  not  to  be  made  anfwerable  : 
the  cafe  may  poffibly  now  appear 
to  him  in  a  different  light  ;  at  leaft 
he  will  only  draw  his  conclusions 
from  the  number,  attitude,  ice.  of 
the  figures  on  the  reverfe  :  and, 
though  the  words  NEf2  and  NflE, 
under  the  condudl  of  his  able  pen, 
may  be  taught  to  fpeak  the  fame 
language,  yet  the  addition  of  a  final 
K.  ieems  to  determine  the  word  to  a 
different  neaning  ;  and  inflead  of 
conveying  the  name  of  a  deity,  or 
a  patriarch,  points  out  a  title  or 
office  belonging  to  the  city  where 
the  medal  was  ilruck. 

This 
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This  objection  may  be  thought 
of  more  confequcnce  than  a  difqui- 
fition  concerning  the  form  of  the 
ark,  as  reprefented  on  the  meda], 
whether  it  be  intended  to  reprefent 
a  fquare  or  quinquelateral  vefTel  ; 
whether  it  be  open  at  top,  or  co- 
vered with  a  flat  or  angular  roof. 
Mr.  Bryant's  reprefen cation  un- 
doubtedly differs  from  thofe  in  the 
Muleum  Florentinum,  the  French 
king's  cabinet,  and  the  Numifmata 
Pernbrochiana,  wherein  they  are  all 
faithfully  reprefented  from  the  ori- 
ginal engravings  ;  but  he  cannot 
be  charged  with  any  confiderable 
deviation  from  Falconeri's  en- 
graving, which  probably  was  his 
archetype.  The  difference  confifb 
chiefly  in  this,  that  the  defcending 
)ine,  which  is  drawn  in  Mr.  Bry- 
ant's plate  from  the  back  of  the 
ark,  and,,.s  loft  behind  the  fecond 
figure,  forms  a  larger  angle  with 
the  fide  or  end  line  of  the  ark,  than 
it  does  in  Falconeri's,  and  there- 
fore conveys  the  idea  of  an  angular 
roof;  whereas  that  line  in  Falco- 
neri  approaches  fo  near  to  a  per- 
pendicular, that  it  may  feem  to  the 
eye  ra:her  as  the  end  in  perfpedlive 
of  an  open  boat  or  veffd,  whofe 
fides  are  of  equal  height.  It  is 
evident,  however,  from  Falconeri's 
defcription  of  the  con,  that  the 
tranfverfe  line  refling  on  what  he 
calls  the  duo  tigilli  ere3i,  was  un- 
derllood  by  him  to  reprefent  a  co- 
vering over  the  heads  of  the  figures  ; 
and  therefore  it  feems  immaterial 
whether  that  roof  was  flat  or 
angular  :  nor,  indeed,  can  any 
fatisfaclory  conclufion  be  drawn 
from  the  delineation  of  the 
fpuriou>  coin  of  Philip,  3  r  even 
from  the  three  different  repre- 
fiTitmons  of  the  genuine  medaillon 
of    Severus,    which,   in   fome    in- 


ftances,  vary  from  each  other.  I 
would  extend  this  obfervation  even 
to  the  'Coin  itfelf,  whereon  the  ac- 
curacy or  fkill  of  a  mint-mafler 
cannot  much  be  depended  on,  ac- 
cording to  whofe  ideas  and  refera- 
ble perlpedtive,  the  fame  figure 
might  reprefent  an  open  or  a  co- 
vered building,  a  boat  or  an  ark,  a 
fuggeftum  or  a  temple  ;  efpecially 
on  the  coins  minted  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  empire,  in  the  Afiatic 
provinces. 

Nor  does  it  feem  material  to  en- 
quire into  the  fize  of  the  ark,  or 
tne  number  of  perfons  reprefented 
without  or  within  it  ;  for  it  was 
not  the  intention,  much  lefs  was  it 
within  the  capacity  of  the  mint- 
mafler,  to  include  fuch  a  variety  of 
fads  or  perfonages  within  the  nar- 
row compafs  of  a  fingle  reverfe. 
It  was  thought  fufficient,  if  he 
could  mark  the  hiiiorical  fadl  by 
one  or  two  leading  and  well  known 
circumltances  ;  fo  that  if  the 
Noachic  deluge  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  his  woik,  he  could  not  have 
defcribcd  all  the  perfons  contained 
in  that  vefTel  ;  much  lefs  could  he 
have  found  room  tor  the  variety  of 
animals  prelerved  in  it.  The  re- 
ftoration  of  mankind,  whether  by 
Noah's  or  Deucalion's  flood,  was 
jul'tly  depicted  in  the  perfons  of  a 
male  and  female,  whom  hillory 
has  pointed  out  as  the  parents  of 
the  pcitiiluvian  world.  They  are 
reprefented  in  one  part  of  the  re- 
verie in  an  ark  floating  on  the  wa- 
ters, in  another  part  as  jufl  landed 
from  it,  with  uplifted  hands,  in 
thankfulnefs  to  the  deity  for  their 
preiervation.  The  repetition  of 
the  figures,  far  from  being  an  ob- 
jection to  either  of  thofe  hiftories, 
ieems  rather  to  give  an  additional 
illustration  of  the  cuin,  and  to 
•{certain 
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ascertain  the  fadl,  by  exhibiting  the 
two  perfons  in  different  fituations. 
This  liberty  is  fometimes  taken  in 
hiftorical  paintings,  and  the  fame 
figure  appears  in  various  parts  of  the 
picture. 

But  whether  the  facred  or  pro- 
fane hiftory  of  the  deluge  was  the 
object  of  this  reverfe,  the  word  in- 
fcribed  on  the  ark  will  be  of  very 
little  ufe  in  explaining  the  figures. 
For,  according  to  Vaillant,  the 
word  NEilK.  muft  be  fubftituted 
inftead  of  NftE.  The  Abbe  Bar- 
thelemy  thinks  that  authority  is 
wanting  for  both,  and  that  neither 
of  the  words  can  be  fairly  traced 
on  any  of  the  genuine  medals  with 
this  reverfe  ;  fo  that,  NHE  ap- 
pearing only  on  the  fpurious  me- 
daillon  of  Philip,  it  will  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  contend  for  it,  either  as 
the  name  of  the  patriaich,  or,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Barrington,  as  the 
dual  of  the  pronoun  ETfi,  put  in- 
to the  mouths  of  Deucalion  and 
Pyrrha,  to  exprefs  their  lituation, 
and  alluding  to  that  pafTage  in 
Ovid's  Metam.  lib.  i. 

"   Ncs  duo  turba  fumus." 

For  it  is  apprehended  that  this  pro- 
noun is  always  fpelt  with  an  I, 
and  therefore,  until  fome  authority 
can  be  produced,  either  from  MSS. 
or  printed  books,  of  its  being  writ- 
ten with  an  E,  neither  the  fpel- 
ling  nor  the  meaning  here  given, 
can  be  juftified  from  the  Greek 
language. 

It  is  alfo  well  known  to  all  thofe 
who  are  converfant  with  medals, 
that  they  hardly  ever  fpeak  a  lan- 
guage like  this.  The  office  of  the 
mint-mafters  was  of  a  public  and 
ferious  nature.  They  were  em- 
ployed.in  reprefenting  the  ceremo- 
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nies  of  religion,  and  the  events  of 
hiftory,  in  the  plainelt  and  m->ft 
intelligible  manner,  for  the  public 
information  ;  and,  though  they 
might  be  tolerable  mythologifts, 
yet  they  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  poetry.  It  may  be  jult  mac- 
ter  of  doubt,  whether  the  name  or 
writings  of  Ovid  were  known  to 
the  Apameans,  fituated  at  500 
miles  diftance  from  Tomis,  the 
fWace  of  that  poet's  relidence.  ±z 
may  be  thought  ftill  lefs  probable, 
that  they  fhould  be  fo  familiarifed 
to  his  works  as  to  allude  to  them  on 
fo  remarkable  an  event  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a  fingle  pronoun,  which 
did  not  convey  fo  much  informa- 
tion as  might  be  learned  from  the 
number  and  attitude  of  the  figures 
themfelves  ;  but  this,  being  only 
matter  of  opinion,  muft  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

But  is  there  no  other  event  to 
which  thefe  medals  might  refer  ? 
were  there  no  religious  or  hiftori- 
cal fatts  relative  to  Apamea,  the 
circumftances  of  which  may  not 
have  been  transmitted  to  pollerity, 
though  they  were  well  known  ac 
that  time  to  the  Apameans  ?  Is 
any  thing  more  frequent  on  the 
medals  of  the  Afiaiic  cities  than  the 
reprefentation  of  their  local  deities, 
temples,  images,  altars,  and  cere- 
monies of  worfhip  ?  Why  may 
not  the  building  reprefent  a  tem- 
ple dedicated  to  fome  marine  or 
river  deities,  fituated,  as  the  coin 
reprefents  it,  at  the  confluence 
of,  or  upon  the  Apamean  ri- 
vers, with  the  images  of  thofe  dei- 
ties in  the  temple  ?  and  may  not 
the  figures  (landing  near  the  tem- 
ple reprefent  Worfhippers,  Priefts, 
Editui  or  Ne^xo^oi,  efpecially  as 
one  of  them  is  veiled  like  a  prieft, 

and 
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and  their  right  hands  are  lifted  up 
in  the  polture  of  adoration  or 
thankfgiving  ?  May  not  this  have 
been  a  celebrated  temple,  for 
which  games  were  inftituted  in  the 
ceremonial  of  their  worlhip>  under 
the  prefidency  of  an  AytoKoQzra,  ; 
and  to  which,  on  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition,  the  title  of  Newks^w* 
might  be  applicable.  But,  as  no- 
thing can  bfi  produced  from  hiito- 
ry,  from  the  ftate  of  thefe  medals, 
or  from  their  legends,  to  deter- 
mine precilely  the  fad  to  which 
they  allude,  there  is  ftiil  ample 
room  left  for  further  conjecture  ; 
the  principal  object  of  this  paper 
having  been  to  lhew  the  different 
ftate  of  the  medals  under  confider- 
ation,  to  diitinguilh  the  fpurious 
from  the  genuine  coins,  and  ra- 
ther to  fliew  what  confequences 
cannot  be  drawn,  than  to  eltablilh 
any  certain  ones,  on  io  difficult  a 
fubjeft.  But  whatever  thefe  may 
be,  it  feems  neceffary  that  they 
lhould  be  deduced  from  the  figures 
and  legend  on  the  Contour  only, 
which  are  allowed  by  "the  belt  me- 
dalilts  to  be  genuine. 


On  the  Antiquity  of  Cock  Fighting. 

EN  have  long  availed  thera- 
felves  of  the  antipathy  one 
cock  (hews  to  another,  and  have  en- 
couraged that  natural  hatred  with 
arts  that  difgrace  human  reafon. 
— The  origin  of  this  fport  is  faid 
to  be  derived  from  the  Athenians 
on  the  following  occafion  :  When 
Themitlocles  was  marching  his 
army  againft  the  Perlians,  he  by 
the  way  efpying  two  cocks  fight- 
ing,   caulcd    his    army   to  behold 


them,  and  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  them  :  "  Behold,  thefe 
do  not  fight  for  their  houfehold 
gods,  for  the  monuments  of  their 
anceltors,  nor  for  glory,  nor  for 
liberty,  nor  for  the  fafety  of  their 
children,  but  only  becaufe  the  one 
will  not  give  way  unto  the  other." 
This  fo  encouraged  the  Grecians, 
that  they  fought  llrenuoufly,  and 
obtained  the  victory  over  the  fer- 
fians  ;  upon  which  cock  hghting 
was  by  a  particular  law  ordained  to 
be  annually  pradtifed  by  the  Athe- 
nians. 

Though  the  ancient  Greeks 
piqued  themielves  on  their  polite- 
nefs,  calling  all  other  nations  bar- 
barous, yet  Mr.  Pegge  has  proved 
clearly  in  a  Treatile  publifhed  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  Archasolo- 
gia,  that  they  were  the  authors  of 
this  cruel  and  inhuman  mode  of 
diverfion.— The  inhabitants  of  De- 
los  were  great  lovers  of  this  fport  ; 
and  Tanagra,  a  city  of  Bceotia, 
the  Ifle  of  Rhodes,  Chalcis  in  Eu- 
bcea,  and  the  country  of  Media, 
were  famous  for  their  generous  and 
magnanimous  race  of  chickens. — 
It  appears  they  had  fome  method 
of  preparing  the  birds  for  battle. 
Cock-fighting  was  an  inftitution 
partly  religious,  and  partly  poli- 
tical at  Athens,  and  was  cominued 
there  for  the  purpofe  of  improving 
the  feeds  of  valcur  in  the  minds 
of  their  youths — But  it  was  after- 
wards abufed  and  perverted,  both 
there  and  in  other  parts  of  Greece, 
to  a  common  paftime  and  amufe- 
ment,  without  any  moral,  political, 
or  religious  intention  ;  and  as  it 
is  now  followed  and  practiled 
amongft  us. — It  appears  that  the 
Romans,  who  borrowed  this,  with 
many  other  things,    from   Greece, 

ufed 
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ufed  quails  *  as  well  as  cocks  for  reign  of  Henry   II.  is  the  firft   of 

fighting — The   firft    caufe   of  con-  our  writers   that  mentions  cocking* 

tention   between   the  two  brothers,  ckfcribing  it  as  the  fport  of  fchool 

Baffianus    and    Geta,    fons   of  the  boys    on    Shrove    Tuefday.       The 

Emperor   Septimius   Severus,  hap-  theatre    (the  cockpit)   it  feems  was 

pened,   according  to   Herodian,  in  the   fchool,  and  the  matter  was  the 

their    youth,   about    fighting    their  comptroller    and    director    of   ths 

quails    and    cocks  f . — Cocks    and  fport. — From    this    time,    at   leaft, 

quails,    fitted    for    the    purpofe   of  the     diverfion,     however      abfurd, 

engaging   one   another  to  the   laft  and  even  impious,   was    continued 

gafp,  for  diverfion,   are   frequently  amongit    us  :     It     was     followed. 

compared  in  the  Roman  writers  J,  though  difapproved   and  prohibited 

and  with  much  propriety,   to  Gla-  39  Edward  III. — Alfo  in  the  reign 

diators.     The  fathers  of  the  church  of  Henry  VIII.  and  A.  D.  1569, 

inveigh   with  great  warmth  againft  It  has  been  by  fome  called  a  royal 

the    fpeclacles    of   the    Arena — the  diverfion ;    and    every    one   knows 

wanton  (hedding    of  human   blood  the  cockpit  at  Whitehall  was  ered- 

in  fport — One  would  have  thought  ed   by    a    crowned    head,    for    the 

that  with  this,  cock-fighting  would  more    magnificent    celebrating    of 

alfo    have    been    difcarded,    under  the  fport.     It   was  prohibited  how- 

the   mild    and    humane    genius   of  ever  by  one  of  Olivet's  acts,  March 

Chriftianity — But  it  was    referved  31,  1654. 
for  this  enlightened  aera  to  practife 

it  with  new  and  aggravating  cir-  " 
cumftances  of  cruelty. — The  Shrove 
Tuefday  maffacre  of  this  ufeful  and 
fpirited  creature,  is  now  indeed  in 
a  declining  way  ;  but  that  monilrous 
barbarity,  the  battle-royal  and 
Welch-main  icill  continue  to  be  in 


Origin  of  the  Name  rf  Old  Nick. 


OBODY  has  accounted  for 
the  Devil's  having  the  name 
of  Old  Nick.  Keyiler  de  Dea  Ne- 
full  force  amongft  us. —  A  finking  baleunia,  p.  33.  and  Antiq.  Sep- 
difgrace  to  the  manly  character  of  tentr.  p.  261,  mentions  a  deity  of 
Britons!  the  waters   worlhipped   by  the   an- 

It  is  probable  that  cock-fighting  tient  Germans  and  Danes  under 
was  firft  introduced  into  this  ifland  the  name  of  Nocca  or  Nicken,  ityled 
by  the  Romans. — The  bird  itfelf  in  the  Edda  Nikur,  which  he  de- 
was  here  before  Csfar's  arrival,  rives  from  the  German  nugen,  an- 
WilHam  Fitz  -  Stephen,  who  fwering  to  the  Latin  necare.  Wor- 
wrote  the  life   of  Becket,    in    the     mius,   Men.   Dan.   p.   17,  fays  the 

*  Htnce  Marcus  Aurelius,  1  fe£t.  6.  fays,  "  I  learn  from  Diognetus,"  ne 
rebus  manibus  ftudium  impenderem,  ne  Coturnices  ad  pugnam  altrem,  neve  rebus 
iftiufmodi  animum  adjicerem. 

f  Interque  fe  fratres  diflidebant  puerili  primum  certamine,  edendis  Coior- 
nicum  pugr.is,  Gallinaceorumque  confliclibus,  ac  puerorum  colluclationibus 
exorta  difcordia.     Herodian.  III.     Seft.33. 

X  Hence  Pliny's  exprefiion,  Gallorum,  feu  Gladiatcrum,  and  that  of  Co- 
lumella, rixofarum  Avium  &»//?*«— Lanifta  being  the  proper  term  for  the  maftet 
©f  the  Gladiators. 

rednef* 
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rednefs  in  the  faces  of  drowned 
perfons  was  afcribed  to  this  deity's 
fucking  their  blood  out  at  their 
noftrils.  Wafthovius,  pre/,  ad  Vit. 
SanScr.  and  Loccenius,  Antiq. 
Sueo-Gotb.  p.  17,  call  him  Neccus, 
and  quote  from  a  Be'lgo-Gallic 
Dictionary,  Neccer,  Sfiritut  Aqua 
ticus,  and  Necce,  necare.  The 
Mandic  Dift.  in  Hickes'  Thef. 
P.  III.  p.  85,'  renders  Nikur,  bel- 
tua  aquatic  a.  Laitiy,  Rudbekius 
Atlant.  p.  I.  C.  7.  §5,  p.  192,  & 
c.  30.  p.  719-  mentions  a  notion 
prevalent  among  his  countrymen, 
that  Neck::r,  who  governed  the 
fea,  affumed  the  form  of  various 
animals,  or  cf  a  horfeman,  or  of 
a  man  in  a  boat.  He  fuppoles 
him  the  fame  with  Odin;  but  the 
ab.-.ve  authorities  are  fufficient  to 
evince  that  he  was  the  Northern 
Neptune,  or  fome  fubordinate  fea- 
god  cf  a  noxious  difpofuion.  Wor- 
roius  queries  whether  a  figure  faid 
to  be  feen,  3615,  on  the  river 
Lan,  and  called  Wajfer  Nichs,  might 
not  be  of  this  kind.  Probably  it 
was  a  fea  monfter  of  the  fpecies 
calied  Airmen,  and  by  our  Spenfer, 
Fairy-Queen.  U.  1?,  14. 

The  griejly  Wa/Jerman. 
It  is  not  unlikely,  but  the  name 
of  this  evil  fpirit  might,  as  Chrif- 
tianity  prevailed  in  thefe  northern 
nations,  be  transferred  to  the  father 
of  evil. 

If  it  would  net  be  thought  pun- 
ning on  names,  I  would  hazard 
another  conjecture  —  St.  Nicholas 
was  the  patron  of  mariners,  conie- 
quently  opponent  to  Nicker.  How 
he  came  by  this  office  does  net 
appear.  The  legend  fays,  "  Ung 
jour  que  aucur.s  marir.iers  peri/foyent 
fi  le  prierent  aii/i  a  larmes,  Nicolas, 
ferviteur  de  Dieu,  fi  les  chojes  /out 
vrayes  que  nous   nitons  ouyes,  fi  les 
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e/prou-ve  tnaintenant.  Et  tantot  ung- 
homme  s'apparut  au  la  Jemblance  de 
•luy,  Cif  Itur  dit,  Veez  moy,  /e  nt 
m'appellez  uous  pas  :  Cif  leur  commen- 
ca  a  leur  ayder  en  leur  exploit  :  de  la 
ne/et  tantojl  la  tempejlate  cejjfd.  Et 
quant  ils/urent  venus  a  Jon  Egli/e  ilz 
je  crgneurent  /ans  demonjlrer,  C5  fi 
ne  V  auoient  oncques  ueu.  Et  Icrs 
rendirent  graces  a  Dieu  Cif  a  luy  de 
leur  delinrance  ;  et  il  leur  dit  que  ilz 
aliribua/fent  a  le  tni/ericorde  de  Dieu 
et  a  leur  creance,  et  non  pas  a  /es 
merites.-—  Then  follow  other  mira- 
cles, not  peculiarly  appropriated 
to  him  under  this  character.  We 
have  afterwards,  indeed,  another 
fiory  of  his  delivering  from  an 
illufion  of  the  Devil  certain  pil- 
grims qui  alloient  a  luy  a  nage, 
which  1  underitand  to  mean  only 
by  'water,  Legende  d'or.  fol.  viii. 
See  allb  Blomenelds  Hift.  of  Nor- 
folk, II.  p.  861. 

Pal^ophuus. 


Remarkable  Itijlances  o/the  Crafis. 

CORRUPTIONS,  by  means  of 
the  figure  we  call  a  Crafis, 
have  had  a  great  effect,  I  believe, 
in  all  languages  ;  it  is  when  the 
prefix  adheres  to  the  following 
word,  which  it  often  very  eafily 
and  naturally  does,  in  pronuncia- 
tion, and  afterwards  is  written  or 
printed  in  that  form.  Thus  the 
modern  names  of  the  city  of  Athens, 
are  Satinas  and  Satines,  from  e?  1u<; 
"a6»jkxs  ;  and  that  of  Conjlantinople 
Stamboul,  from  !/!»)»  rotor.  Hence 
(sdepol,  mehercule,  &c.  of  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and,  perhaps,  our  word  en- 
deavour and  rendezvous,  from  the 
French  endeamoir,  and  rendez  vout. 
Some  attention,  however,  is  ne- 
cefiary  in  the  cafe,  and  fome  dif- 
tin&ion 
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tin&ion  mould  be  made,  for  the 
Cra/Is  is  not  concerned  in  all  words 
that  coalefce  together,  as  ctherwi/e, 
always,  &c.  which  ought  rather 
to  be  called  compounds ;  for  I 
efteem  it  no  Crajtt  unlefs  there  be 
fuch  a  mixture  or  coalition  oi"  let- 
ters in  the  word  as  to  make  the 
word  to  feem  different  from  itfelf, 
and  to  be  cblcured  or  deformed  by 
it.  Thus  Birlady,  a  form  of  (wear- 
ing by  the  bleifed  Virgin,  much 
ufed  formerly,  and  fometimes  now, 
is  a  manifeft  jumble  and  corruption 
of  By  our  Lady. 

It  appears,  from  this  fhort  ac- 
count of  things,  that  vulgar,  hafty, 
and  inaccurate  pronunciation  has 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  this  fi- 
gure ;  which  has  been  more  ap- 
plied in  our  language  than,  I 
prefume,  is  commonly  thought ; 
and  therefore  I  am  in  hopes  that  a 
regard  had  unto  it  cannot  fail  of 
giving  light  unto  the  fenfe  and 
etymology  of  very  many  of  our 
Englifh  words.  The  figure  has 
alfo  operated  very  remarkably  in 
fome  of  our  Enghjh  firnamcs,  as 
has  been  noted  by  our  learned  Cam- 
den, Remains,  p.  122;  we  fhall 
therefore  infert  thofe  inftances 
amongft  the  reft.  I  obierve,  lalt- 
ly,  before  I  proceed  on  my  Alpha- 
bet, that  it  is  furprifing  how  prone 
the  country-people  of  the  North 
and  midland  parts  of  England  are 
to  the  ufe  of  this  grammatical  fi- 
gure, efpecially  in  refpett  of  the 
article  The,  which  in  the  fnape  of 
iTor  Tb  they  wiil  join  to  words 
which  begin  with  a  confonant,  or 
with  more  than  one  ;  caufing  there- 
by much  roughnefs  and  harihnefs, 
and  even  difficulty  of  pronuncia- 
tion ;  o'er  tb' 'bridge,  o'er  th'brig, 
as  they  fpeak  it,  for  ever  the 
iridge. 

Vol.  XX- 
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Now,  the  prefixes,  or  other  par- 
ticles, which  ufually  coalefce  with 
the  words  they  belong  to,  fo  as  to 
alter  or  difguife  them,  are  thefe - 
A,  An,  At,  Ap,  By,  Di,  De,  Do,  I, 
In,  It,  Mine,  Ne,  O,  Sainte,  The, 
Two,  Three,  and  To.  And  thefe 
I  propofe  to  go  through  in  their 
order. 

A.— An  Acccmplice.  The  mon- 
kiih  hiitorians  perpetually  ure  the 
word  Complices  in  Latin  ;  and  Com- 
plice itfelf,  as  an  Englifli  word, 
occurs  in  Weaver,  Fun.  Monu- 
ments, p.  266,  and  fee  John/on. 
So  that  I  fufpect  a  Cra/is  here, 
and  that  it  was  firft  a  Complicet 
corrupted  afterwards  to  Accomplice, 
which  in  that  cafe  wouid  require 
the  article  an  to  be  prefixed.  The 
word  accomplijh  might  facilitate 
the  corruption  with  unthinking 
people.  ° 

-^-v- — A  Kay  word.  This  is  a 
common  expreilion  for  a  by-word 
or  proverb,  and  is  probably  "a  Cra- 
fts of  an  Aye-word;  ths.t  is,  a  word 
or  faying,  always  and  perpetually 
ufed,  agreeable  to  the  ancient  ufe 
of  Aye.  If  this  be  not  the  mean- 
ing and  the  original  of  it,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  account  for  it. 

A  Narrow,  id  eft,  an  Arrow. 
See  Mr.  Hearr.e  ad  Gul.  Neubrig, 
p.  lxxxv,  lxxxvi.  The  prefix  has 
here  evidently  grown  and  fair.er.ed 
itfelf  to  the  noun. 

Jacke  Napes,  which  Skelton  gives 
as,  p.  160,  feems  to  be  Jack  an 
Apes,  as  Littleton  writes  it  ;  but  I 
am  doubtful  about  this,  as  Naps 
or  Knape  is  the  fame  as  knave  or 
fervant.  See  GloiT.  to  Douglas's 
Virgil.  * 

A  Ncgler.  This  is  the  name  for- 
merly given    to    thofe    people   who 
travelled  the  country  with  Sheffield 
wares ;    a    pra&i;e    now    generally 
-^  left 
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left  off  there,  infomuch  that  the 
name  itfelf  is  falling  into  oblivion, 
as  the  original  of  the  word  has 
long  fince  done.  I  take  the  ety- 
mon to  be  this  :  what  we  call  an 
Higler  was  once  written  an  Hagler, 
and  fo  you  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Fv.l- 
Ar's  Worthies,  p.  278.  Now,  an 
Hazier  is  very  eafily  turned  into 
a  Nagler,  and  with  a  open  a  No- 
gler.  Dr.  Jobn/on  omits  the  Hig- 
ler, and  defcribes  the  Hauler  as 
one  that  is  tardy  in  bargaining, 
from  to  haggle.  But  it  fecms  the 
Higler  and  the  Hagler  is  the  fame 
perfon,  and  fo  this  fenfe  of  the  lat- 
ter word  is  omitted  by  him. 

A  Ke-ivt.  An  Eft,  or  fmall  li- 
zard, of  which  Newt  is  the  com- 
mon name  in  Derbrjbire  and  Staf- 
fer JJbire.  Plott.  Hift.  Staff,  p.  244, 
2^\  ;  and  it  is  ufed  by  Shakefp. 
Macbeth,  A.  IV.  Sc.  1.  "  Newt, 
fays  Dr.  "fohnfon,  is  fuppofed  by 
$  {inner  to  be  contracted  from  an 
Evet,"  and  it  certainly  is  fo.  The 
Saxon  word  is  epere  ;  fo  that  the 
gradation  is  an  Efete,  an  Evet, 
a  Nevet,  a  Newt,  1/  confonant 
being  turned  into  u,  juft  as  <v  \n 
Devil  is  changed  into  a  by  thofe 
who  pronounce  it,  as  the  vulgar 
often  do,   Deul. 

A  Needle,  anciently  written  a 
Neld,  which  perhaps  may  by  Cra- 
ft be  an  Eld,  the  fame  as  an  Elfe, 
uied  by  fhoemakers. 

Naz'.l.  i.  e.  an  Awl,  implement 
of  the  cobler,  ufed  by  Beaum.  c5*c. 
Fletcher,   VIII.    p.  55. 

A  Noddy;  quafi,  by  a  Crafis, 
an  Oddj;  a  fingular  or  whimfical 
perfon. 

A  Nailbcurn.  This  word  is  both 
fo  written  and  pronounced  in  Kent, 
and,  3nftvering  to  the  Vipi'eys  or  Gvp- 
fcys   in  Tcrkjhire,  Camd.  Col.  501, 
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or  Ray  on  the  Deluge,  p.  95, 
means  a  torrent  which  flows  only 
now  and  then,  or  once  in  a  few 
years.  Now,  when  thefe  torrents 
broke  out,  they  were  fuppofed  to 
betoken  famines,  fickneffes,  and 
deaths,  chiefly  I  prefume  fickneffes ; 
whence  I  conjecture  there  is  a  Gra- 
fs in  the  cafe,  a  Nailboum  being 
in  fa£l  an  Ailbourn,  as  the  fore- 
runner of  Ails  or  difcafes.  It  is 
written,  however,  Eylebourn  by  Dr. 
Harris,  p.  240,  23,  41 1,  and  fo 
Philipot  gives  it,  p.  42.  which  per- 
haps may  be  a  corruption  of  Ail- 
bourn ;  but  as  thefe  defuhory  tor- 
rents often  abound  with  fmall  eel?, 
it  is  poffible  they  might  take  their 
names  from  thence,  quafi  Ecl- 
bcurns.  But  there  will  ftill  be  a 
Crafs  in  Nailboum. 

At.  —  This  particle  coheres 
chiefly  in  fuch  names  of  perfons 
as  are  taken  from  fituation  ;  as, 

Tajh,  which  Mr.  Camden  thinks 
is  contracted  from  At  Af>.  Re- 
mains, p.  123. 

Ticells.  As  we  have  the  name 
of  Atvcells,  or  Jtwell,  one  has  cer- 
tainly reafon  to  think  that  T-ivells 
is  a  Crafs  for  At  Wells. 

Ab  or  A  p. — We  have  certain 
names  now  in  England,  brought 
originally,  I  fuppofe,  from  Wales, 
in  which  the  Ab  or  Ap  is  become 
a  part  of  the  name  that  followed 
it.  At  firll  they  were  patrony- 
mics, though  they  are  not  fo 
now.  Thus  Pugb  is  up  Hugh  ; 
Price  or  Brice,  at  Rice  ;  Pritchard, 
ap  Richard;  Pride aux,  ap  Ridcaux  ; 
Be -j an,  ap  Eiian  ;  Boiven,  ap  Chxen  ; 
P oriel,   ap  Heel. 

By. — Bilive,    i.   e.    by   le   Eve  ; 
fometimes  written    bli-ve  and 
Gloff".  to  Chaucer,   v.    £, 

Di.  —  Didapper,    the    bird,  qu^fi 
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Dive-Dapper ;  which  is  confirmed 
by  its  being  called  Dab-Chick  in 
Kent. 

Do. — Don  and  doff,  i.  e.  to  do 
en,  and  do  of.  See  John/on  in  Fo- 
ci bus. 

De. — In  names  of  perfons  drawn 
from  the  places  of  their  abode,  or 
extraction,  the  French  particle  De 
will  often  coalefce  with  the  name 
of  the  place,  if  it  begin  with  a 
vowel.  Danuers,  de  or  d'An 
Daeth  ;  de  or  d'Aeth,  a  town  in 
Hainauh  ;  Dajh-j.ood  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  de  or  d'Ajhv.ooi ;  Da- 
<vill,  d'Eivill;  Camden,  Remains, 
p.  122;  Doily,  de  Oily,  ibid. 
p.  Hi;  Dauney,  ibid.  p.  122. 
Aunay  is  a  plot  of  ground  where 
alders  grow  ;  and,  to  name  no 
more,  Devereux  is  undoubtedly  d'E- 
i/ereux. 

Eche  or  Each. — Hence  every 
chone,  Skelton,  p.  192,  i.  e.  every 
eche  one ;  which  we  have  now  con- 
tracted to  every  one. 

I. — This  pronoun  eafily  coale- 
fces,  as  Fm,  Fll,  Fid,  i.  e.  / 
would.  Percy's  Song;,  p.  81.  Tchul- 
le,  Percy,  III.  p.  xvii.  i.  e.  1  jhall, 
jejball. 

In. — Ith  for  in  the;  hence  yth, 
Pe.cy,   I.    p.  6. 

It.  —  Hence  'tis. 

Mine.  —  My  Keam,  my  Mont  ; 
Nuncle,  Kent.  Thefe  words  are 
ufed  familiarly  in  the  North  by 
young  people  to  the  elder  fort, 
though  there  be  no  alliance  or 
relation  between  them,  game  is 
the  Saxon  for  uncle,  and  the  pofief- 
five  pronoun  mine  has  grown  to  it. 
The  fecond  is  from  mine  Aunt  in 
like  manner,  as  like  wife  Nuncle 
(fee  Shakefp.  Lear,  I.  fc.  13.)  and 
Ncnt. 

Ne. — This    old    negative     very 
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readily  coincided  with  words  be- 
ginning with  a  vowel  or  a  w. 

Nts  and  Kys,  i.  e.  ne  is,  or  is 
not:  Skelton,  p.  92.  Nill,  for  ne 
will;  nilt,  ne  wilt:  Fairfax,  Chan- 
cer. Hence  will  or  nill:  Invective 
againft  Wolfey.  So  nil  d  for  ne. 
would:  Mirrour  of  Magiftrates, 
p.  487. 

N'ot,  and  nolt,  for  ne  wot,  or 
know  net,  written  in  Machabreet 
folio  220,  note.  Nolt  occurs  in 
Fairfax,   xviii.    50. 

None  is  either  ne  one  or  no  one. 

Ncre,  i.  e.  ne  were:  Fairfax, 
xii.    81.   v.  47  ;  x.  61  ;  alibi. 

Nould,  ne  would :   Fairfax. 

Nought,  ne  ousht ;  written  alfo 
formerly  noght. 

ham,  neam  ;  nart,  neart  ;  naa\ 
ne  had ;  nifi,  neivift:  all  in  Chaucer. 

O.—  Hof  I  take  to  mean  O ye. 

Of. — o'th\  i.  e.  of  fbe.  Hence 
ath  the,  Percy,  i.  p.  6,  where  the 
abounds  by  the  miiiake  of  copyift  ; 
for  p.  9,  you  have  athe,  for  of  the* 
twice. 

Saint. — This  word.,  prefixed  to 
the  names  of  certain  hoiy  men,  or 
reputed  to  be  fo,  either  adhered, 
by  means  of  its  lad  letter  T,  to  the 
name  of  fuch  faint,  or  the  whole 
of  it  was  joined  to  it ;  efpecialiy 
In  certain  of  our  firnames  borrowed 
from  the  names  of  faints.  I  fhall 
fpecify,  firft,  fome  cafes  where  the 
lad  letter  only  adheres,  which 
moitly  happens  where  the  1:21112 
begins  with  a  vowel.  Thus  the 
French  Ft  Agnan  or  Ai^nan  was 
pronounced  by  fome  in  France  S. 
Fijian:  H.  Steph.  Apolog.  pour 
Hercdote,  iii.  p.  242.    Edit.  1735. 

A  Fantony  pig  ;  fo  written  in 
Drake's  Eborac.  p.  315,  meaning 
a  pig  of  St.  Anthony. 

J  aw  dry,  i.  e.  St;  Aiudrey ;  '*  a 
L  2  term 
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term  borrowed  from  thofe  times 
when  they  tricked  and  bedecked 
the  fhrines  and  altar:  of  the  faints, 
as  being  at  vye  with  each  other 
on  that  occaiicn.  The  votaries  of 
St.  Audrey  (an  ifle  of  Ely  faint)  ex- 
ceeding all  the  reft  in  the  drefs  and 
equipage  of  her  altar,  it  grew  into 
a  byword  upon  any  thing  that 
was  very  gaudy,  that  it  was  all 
taudry,  as  much  as  to  fay,  all  St. 
Audrey,"  Canting  Did.  v.  Tau- 
dry. 

Talkmund.  St.  Alkmond 's  church 
at  Derby  is  commonly  called  Talk- 
mund. 

San  Telmo.  The  meteor  called 
St.  Elmo,  in  Vlloa,  ii.  p.  350,  is 
written  San  Telmo. 

S.  Tatham,  St.  Alhan  or  Aithan. 
Memorial  of  Brit.  Piety,  Append. 
p.  40. 

S.  Twinnel,  i.  C  St.  Winnoc. 
Ibid.   p.  48. 

TW^-ftreet,  Tooley -bridge,  Too- 
ley-comzr,  all  in  Southwark,  from 
St.  Olave,  pronounced  Olye,  as 
Camden  gives  it,  Remains,  p. 
123. 

St.  Toofes.  St.  Ofithe's,  written 
St.  Toofes  in  Bailey's  Life  of  Bp. 
Fijher,  p.  88.  Mr.  Camden  ob- 
ferves,  that  St.  O/yth  is  turned  into 
Saint  Tows  :   Remains,  ibid. 

S.  Tabbe.  St.  Ebba  was  the  fa- 
mous priorefs  of  Coldin^ham,  who 
chofe  to  deform  herfelf,  with  her 
nuns,  rather  than  be  abufed  by 
the  infolent  Danes.  See  Camd. 
Remains,  1.  c.  alfo  Fuller,  Worthies 
in  Rutland. 

St.  Thetha,  or  St.  Teath.  St. 
Etha  was  a  Cornijb  Saint. 

St.  Tomer.  1  his  name  we  have 
in  Camden's  Remains,  p.  151,  for 
St.  Omer,  or  de  Sto.  Awdomaro. 

St.  Tole.  St.  Aldate' s  church,  or 
St.    Old's,   at    Oxford,    is   vulgarly 
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called    St.  Tole's.      Pointer,    Oxon. 
Acad.    p.  109. 

Town.  This  firname,  I  imagine, 
may  be  corrupted  of  St.  Owen,  who 
occurs  in  Camden,   p.  151. 

I  come  now  to  thofe  inftance9 
where  the  whole  fubftance,  as 
it  were,  of  the  word  Sai?it  is 
incorporated  with  the  name, 
as  is  evident  from  many  of 
our  firnames  taken  from  the 
names  of  faints.  The  French 
San,  as  in  Sampol,  Sammar- 
thanus,  &c.  coheres  thus  in 
their  language. 

Samond :  i.  e.  St.  Amand,  or  de 
Sto  Amando. 

Simberd.  St.  Barbe,  or  de  Sta. 
Barbara.     Camb.  p.  150. 

Sinclair.  De  Sta.  Clara,  or  de 
Sto.  Claro,  as  Newcourt,  in  Re- 
pert.  i.  p.  224.  But  q.  if  this  be 
not  an  error. 

Sanliz,  Senliz,  Singlis.  Thefe 
are  St.  Lis,  or  de  Sto.  Lijio,  or  Syl- 
<uaneclenjis,  for  which  fee  Camd. 
p.  150. 

Sentlo.  St.  Lo,  or  de  Sto.  Laudo. 
Camd.  p.  151. 

Sentlow.  This  is  different  from 
the  former,  being  interpreted  de 
Sanilo  Lupo.  Camd.  ibid.  Lupus  is 
the  name  of  a  faint. 

Selltnger.  So  they  commonly 
pronounce  this  name  ;  whereas  the 
orthography  is  St.  Leger,  i.  e.  de 
Sto.  Leodegario.   Camd.  p.  1 50. 

Semarton,  St.  Martin,  or  de  Sto. 
Marlino.    Camd.    p.   151. 

Scmarc.  St.  Medard.  Camd.  p. 
150.  But  one  would  rather  think 
St.  Marc. 

Seimple,  Sampole.  The  firft  is 
the  Scotch  name,  the  fecond  the 
French ;  both  are  St.  Paul. 

Seitnpere.  Sampier,  or  Sempere. 
St.  Peter,  or  de  Sto,  Petro. 

Semour, 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 


Semour.     De  Sto.  Maura. 

The. — Bydene,  i.  e.  by  the  even, 
or  by  night.  Romance  of  Amy: 
and  Amylion. 

To  thende.  To  the  ende.  Cax- 
ton,   Myrrour,  cap.  5. 

Taylot.  Glocejlerjhire  word  ; 
meaning  an  hay-loft.  At  firil,  no 
doubt,  they  faid  in  taylot,  for  in 
the  hay-loft ;  and  then  converted 
the  whole  into  a  fubilantive,  call- 
ing a  hay  left  by  that  name. 

Tuffold,  or  Tovel.  This  means 
an  hovel  in  Dtrby/hire,  where  they 
firft  faid  in  tovel,  i.  e.  in  the  hovel ; 
and  then,  by  miftake,  took  tovel 
to  be  the  fubllantive,  for  bevel. 

7 on  and  Tother:  as,  do  you  take 
ton,  aud  VII  take  tother;  meaning 
the  one  and  the  other.  The  ton, 
Percy  i.  p.  7,  where  either  the  or 
t  abounds  ;  and  yet  this  is  very 
commonly  ufed,  as  is  the  tother,  for 
which  fee  Percy,  p.  58. 

Tierne  crofs,  in  Somner ':  Antiq. 
of  Canter b.  p  11,  1 69,  is  the  iron 
crofs. 

Nathlefs.  Not  the  Itfs.  See  Dr. 
Johnfon. 

To. — i3y  cutting  off  the  0,  this 
fign  glues  itielf  to  many  verbs  in 
Caxton,  and  other  authors ;  as  ta- 
bound,  taccomplijh,  tarette  it,  i.  e. 
to  impute  it  ;  t offer,  talledge  hun- 
gre  and  thurfe,  Caxton,  in  Myr- 
rour, cap.  q,  is  to  allay  them. 

Two. — This  numeral  will  fome- 
times  cohere  with  a  noun,  as  tvuin- 
ter,  a  calf  two  winters  or  two  years 
old.      Derby/hire. 

Tovet.  This,  in  Kent,  means 
two  pecks,  and  confequently  is  a 
coalition  of  ttvo  fat  or  vat. 

A  Ivaibill.  This  is  an  imple- 
ment that  cuts  both  ways  ;  and  as 
Two  is  pronounced  often  tv:a,  hence 
you  have  twa-bill,  or  tivi-bill. 

Three. — A  Trevet  is  an  houfe- 
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hold  implement  of  iron  with  three 
feet  to  ftand  before  the  fire,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fetting  any  thing  upon 
to  dry  or  warm,  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  faid  three  feet.  See  Tan- 
ner,   Biblioth.  in  Nic  Trivet. 

Toot. — This  word  means  to 
p(ep,  or  peep  out.  When  peafe  in 
DtrbyfAre  firft  appear,  they  are  faid 
to  toot,  i.  e.  to  cut ;  and  hence  they 
have  the  participle  tooting.  Thus, 
I  conceive  that  tooting  at  Tunbridge- 
wells  means  to  out,  in  the  way  of 
inviting  and  bringing  guefts  to 
their  mailer's  houfe. 

Postscript. 

Trim  on. — In  the  anonymous 
metrical  hiftory  of  the  battle  of 
Floddon-Field,  lately  publifhed,  it 
is  obferved,  p.  32,  that  St.  Paul, 
St.  Peter,  and  St.  Andrew,  never 
taught  the  Scottijh  prelates  to  go  to 
war,  but  rather  fome  later  Popifh 
faints,  Trimon  of  Qubyteborn,  or 
Dcff.n  of  Rofs  ;  where,  as  St.  Ni- 
nian  was  the  great  faint  at  Candi- 
da Cafa,  or  W'hitehern,  the  Editor 
fays,  we  mould  read  Ninian  of 
Quhytehorn.  An  emendation  is  un- 
doubtedly necelTary  ;  this,  however, 
is  not  a  happy  one.  The  Sects, 
it  feems,  call  Ninian,  Ringen,  (fee 
Memorial  of  Brit.  Piety,  p.  131,) 
whence  I  conjecture  there  is  a  Cra- 
fis  here,  and  that  the  true  correc- 
tion is  Tringen.  If  this  be  the 
truth,  as  I  prefume  it  is,  it  af- 
fords a  pregnant  inftance  of  the 
ufefulnefs  of  attending  to  the  efFecb 
of  the  Crafts:  but,  indeed,  of  this, 
in  point  of  etymology,  we  have 
feen  many  examples  above. 

Sme rwick.  —  There  is  fome- 
thing  particular  in  this,  as  the  firft 
letter,  inilead  of  the  lait,  in  Saint, 
coalefces ;  for  it  means  St.  Maryvjick, 
in  the  county  of  Kerry,  in  Ireland. 
Camphell,  Lives  of  Adm.  ii.  p.  49. 

L    3  Account 
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Account  of  fe-veral  Gigantic  Statues 
found  :n  Eaf.er  Ijlcnd,  in  the 
South  Seas,   hy  Captain  Cock. 


ON  the  Eaft  fide,  near  the  Tea, 
they  met  with  three  platforms 
of  ftone-work,  or  rather  the  ruins 
of  them.  On  each  had  flood  four 
of  thofe  large  ftatues,  but  they 
were  all  fallen  down  from  two  of 
them,  and  alfo  one  from  the  third  ; 
all  except  one  were  broken  by  the 
fall,  or  in  fome  meafure  defaced. 
Mr.  Wales  meafured  this  one,  and 
found  it  to  be  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
and  fix  feet  broad  over  the  Ihoul- 
ders.  Each  ftatue  had  on  its  head 
a  large  cyiindric  done  of  a  red  co- 
lour, wrought  perfectly  round.  The 
one  they  meafured,  which  was  not 
by  far  the  largeit,  was  fifty- two 
inches  high,  and  fixty-fix  in  dia- 
meter. In  fome  the  upper  corner 
of  the  cylinder,  was  taken  off  in 
a  fort  of  concave  quarter-round  ; 
but  in  others  the  cylinder  was  en- 
tire. 

They  obferved  that  this  fide  of 
the  ifland  was  full  of  thofe  gigan- 
tic ftatues  fo  often  mentioned  ; 
fome  placed  in  groupes  on  plat- 
forms of  mafonry;  others  fingle, 
fixed  only  in  the  earth,  and  that 
not  deep ;  and  ihefe  latter  are,  in 
general,  much  larger  than  the 
others.  Having  meafured  one, 
which  had  fallen  down,  they  found 
it  very  near  twenty- feven  feet  long, 
and  upwards  of  eight  feet  over  the 
breaft  or  fhouiders  ;  and  yet  this 
appeared  confiderably  fhort  of  the 
fize  of  one  they  faw  (tending:  its 
fhade,  a  little  part  two  o'clock, 
being  fufficientto  fhelter  all  the 
party,  confifting  of  near  thirty  per- 
sons, from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Here  they  flopped  to  dine  ;  after 
which  they  repaired  to  a  hill,  from 


whence  they  faw  all  the  Eaft  and 
North  fhores  of  the  ifle,  on  which 
'"hey  could  not  fee  either  bay  or 
creek  fit  even  for  a  boat  to  land 
in  ;  nor  the  leaft  figns  of  fiefh 
water.  What  the  natives  brought 
them  here  was  real  fait  water  ; 
but  they  obferved  that  fome 
of  them  drank  pretty  plent':ful!y 
of  it,  fo  far  will  neceffity  and  cul- 
tom  get  the  better  of  nature!  On 
this  account  they  were  obliged  to 
return  to  the  laft  mentioned  well  ; 
where,  after  having  quenched  their 
thirlt,  they  directed  their  route 
acrofs  the  ifland  towards  the  fiiip, 
as  it  was  now  fcur  o'clock. 

In  a  fmall  hollow,  on  the  higheft 
part  of  the  ifland,  they  met  with 
feveral  fuch  cylinders  as  are  placed 
on  the  heads  of  the  ftatues.  Some 
of  thefe  appeared  larger  than  any 
they  had  feen  before ;  but  it  was 
now  too  late  to  ftop  to  meafure  any 
of  them.  Mr.  Wales,  from  whom 
I  had  this  information,  is  of  opi- 
nion that  there  had  been  a  quarry 
here,  whence  thefe  ftones  had  for- 
merly been  dug  ;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  no  difficult  matter  to 
roll  them  down  the  hill  after  they 
were  formed.  I  think  this  a  very 
reafonable  conjecture  ;  and  have  no 
doubt  that  it  has  been  fo. 

The  gigantic  ftatues,  before  men- 
tioned, are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
looked  upon  as  idols  by  the  prefent 
inhabitants,  whatever  they  might 
have  been  in  the  days  of  the  Dutch  ; 
at  leaft,  I  faw  nothing  that  could 
induce  me  to  think  fo.  On  the 
contrary,  I  rather  fuppofe  that 
they  are  burying-places  for  certain 
tribes  or  families.  I,  as  well  as 
fome  others,  faw  a  human  fkele- 
ton  lying  in  one  cf  the  platforms, 
juft  covered  with  ftones.  Some  of 
thefe    platforms    of    mafonry     are 

thirtv 
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thirty  or  forty  feet  long,  twelve  or 
fixteen  broad,  and  from  three  to 
twelve  in  height  ;  which  lad  in 
fome  meafure  depends  on  the  na- 
ture cf  the  ground.  For  they  are 
generally  at  the  brink  of  the  bank 
facing  the  fea,  fo  that  this  face 
may  be  ten  cr  twelve  feet  or  more 
high,  and  the  other  may  not  be 
above  three  or  four.  They  are 
built,  or  rather  faced,  with  hewn 
flones  of  a  very  large  fize ;  and 
the  wcrkmanfhip  is  net  inferior  to 
the  beft  plain  piece  of  mafonry  we 
have  in  England.  They  ufe  no 
fort  of  cement  ;  yet  the  joints  are 
exceedingly  clofe,  and  the  flones 
morticed  and  tenanted  one  into 
another,  in  a  very  artful  manner. 
The  fide-walls  are  not  perpendi- 
cular, but  inclining  a  little  inwards, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  breast- 
works, &c.  are  built  in  Europe : 
yet  had  not  all  this  care,  pains, 
and  fagacity,  been  able  to  preferve 
thefe  curious  flructures  from  the  ra- 
vages of  all-devouring  time. 

The  flatues,  or  at  lead  many  of 
them,  are  erected  on  thefe  plat- 
forms, which  ferve  as  foundations. 
They  ?re,  as  near  as  we  could 
judge,  about  half  length,  ending 
in  a  fort  of  (lump  at  the  bottom, 
on  which  they  (land.  The  work- 
manihip  is  rude,  but  not  bad  ; 
nor  are  the  features  of  the  face 
ill  formed,  the  nofe  and  chin  in 
particular  ;  but  the  ears  are  long 
beyond  proportion  ;  and  as  to 
the  bodies,  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  like  a  human  figure  about 
them. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing only  two  or  three  of  thefe  lta- 
tues,  which  are  near  the  landing- 
place  ;  and  they  were  of  a  grey 
ftone,  feemingly  of  the  fame  fort 
as   that  with  which   the  platforms 
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were  built.  But  fome  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  travelled  over  the 
ifland,  and  examined  many  of 
them,  were  of  opinion  that  the 
ftone  of  which  they  were  made, 
was  different  from  any  other  they 
faw  on  the  ifland,  and  had  much 
the  appearance  of  being  factitious. 
We  could  harJIv  conceive  how 
thefe  ifianders,  wholly  unacquaint- 
ed with  any  mechanical  power, 
could  raife  fuch  llvpsndous  fi- 
gures, and  afterwards  place  the 
large  cylindric  itone~,  before  men- 
tioned, upon  their  heads.  The 
only  method  I  can  conceive,  is  by 
railing  the  upper  end  by  little  and 
little,  fupporting  it  by  llones  as  it 
is  raifed,  and  builJir.g  about  it 
till  they  got  it  ere£l  ;  thus  a  fort 
of  mount  or  fcafFol  ing  would  be 
made,  upon  which  they  might  roll 
the  cylinder,  and  place  it  upon 
the  head  of  the  flatue  ;  and  then 
the  flones  might  be  removed  from 
about  it.  Eut  if  the  llones  are 
factitious,  the  flatues  might  have 
been  put  together  on  the  place,  in 
their  prefent  pofition,  and  the  cy- 
linder put  on  by  building  a  mount 
round  them  as  above  mentioned. 
Eut,  let  them  have  been  made  and 
fet  up,  by  this  or  any  other  me- 
thod, they  mull  have  been  a  work 
of  immenfe  time,  and  fufficientjy 
fhew  the  ingenuity  and  perfever- 
ance  of  the  ifianders  in  the  age  in 
which  they  were  built  ;  for  the 
prefent  inhabitants  have  mofl  cer- 
tainly had  no  hand  in  them,  as 
they  do  not  even  repair  the  foun- 
dations of  thofe  which  are  going 
to  decay.  They  give  difi 
names  to  them,  fuch  as  Gotomoara, 
Marapate,  Canaro,  Goway  toogoo, 
Matta  Matta,  &c,  &rc.  ;  to  which 
they  fometimes  prefix  the  word 
Moi,  and  fometimes  annex  Aree- 
L  +  kee, 
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kce.  The  latter  fignifies  chief; 
and  the  former,  burying,  or  fleep- 
ing  place,  as  well  as  we  could  un- 
der Hand. 

Befides  the  monuments  of  anti- 
quity, which  were  pretty  numer- 
ous, and  no  where  but  on  or  near 
the  fea-coaft,  there  were  many  lit- 


not  improbable  fuppofition,  that 
the  fubjeft  itfelf  was  exhaufted, 
and  that  nothing  remained  but  an 
improvement  in  practice  on  that 
foundation  which  the  ancient  wri- 
ters, by  their  theory,  had  fo  well 
laid,  put  whatever  may  have  been 
the  caufe,  it  is  certain,    that  after 


tie   heaps    of  Hones,    piled    up   in  the    eftablifhment    of    chriftianity 

different    places,    along    the  coaft.  the  cultivation  of  mufic  became  the 

Two    or    three    of    the    uppermoft  concern  of  the  church  :  to  this  the 

fiones   in   each   pile  were  generally  chriftians  were  probably  excited  by 

white  ;    perhaps   always   fo,    when  the  example  ot    the  Jews,   among 

the  pile  is  complete.    It  will  hardly  whom   mufic   made   a  confiderable 

be  doubted  that  thefe  piles  of  ftone  part   of   divine   woifhip,    and    the 

had    a    meaning.      Probably     they  countenance  given  to  it  in  the  wri- 

might  mark  'he  place  where  people  tings  of  St.  Paul.     Nor  is  it  to  be 

had  been  buried,    and  ferve  inftead  wondered  at  by  thofe  who  confider 

of  the  large  ilatues.  the  effects  of  mufic,    its  influence 

on   the   paflions,   and    its  power  to 

infpire  fentiments  of  the  moft  de- 

On    the  frji    Introduction    of  Mufic  vout  and  affecting  kind,   ifiteafily 

into    the    Service   of  the    Church,  found  admittance  into  the  worfhip 

From    Sir   J.    Hawkins\r  General  of  the  primitive  chrillians  :    as   to 


Hifiory  of  Mufic. 

T  has  already  been  obferved, 
that  the  fcience  of  harmony  was 
anciently  a  fubject  of  philofophical 
enquiry  ;    and  it  is  manifeil,    from 


the  Hate  of  it  in  the  three  firft  cen- 
turies, we  are  very  much  at  a  lofs  ; 
yet  it  fhould  feem  from  the  in- 
formation of  St.  Auguftine,  that  in 
his  time  it  had  arrived  at  fome  de- 
gree of  perfection  ;   poffibly  it  had 


the  account  herein  before  given  of  been  cultivating,   both  in  the  Eall- 

theni   and   their  writings,    that  the  ern  and  Weftern  empire,   from    the 

Greeks   treated   it  as   a  fubject  of  firft    propagation     of    chriftianity. 

very  abftract  fpeculation,   and  that  The   great    number   of   men    who 

they  neither  attended  to  the  phyfi-  were  drawn   oft"  from   fecular  pur- 


cal  properties  of  found,  nor  con- 
cerned, themfelves  with  the  practice 
of  mufic,  whether  vocal  or  inftru- 
mental.  Ptolemy  was  one  of  the 
laif.  of  the  Greek  harmonicians  ; 
and  from  his  time  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved, that  the  cultivation  of  mu- 
fic became  the  care  of  a  fet  of  men, 
who,  then  at  leaft,  made  no  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  character  of  philo- 
fophers.  This  may  be  accounted 
for   either  by   the  decline  of  philo- 


fuits  by  their  religious  profeflion, 
amidlt  the  barbarifm  of  the  times, 
thought  themfelves  laudably  em- 
ployed in  the  ftudy  of  a  fcience 
which  was  found  to  be  fubfervient 
to  religion  :  while  fome  were  en- 
gaged in  the  oppugning  heretical 
opinions,  others  were  taken  up  in 
comprfing  forms  of  devotions, 
framing  liturgies  ;  and  others  in 
adapting  fuitable  melodies  to  fuch 
pfalms  and  hymns  as  had  been   re- 


fophy  about  this  period,  or  by  the     ceived    into    the    fervice    of    the 
2  church, 
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church,    and   which   made  a   very  The  advocates  for  the  high  an- 

confiderable  part  of  the  divine  of-  tiquity  of  church-mufic    urge    the 

flees  :  all  which  is  the  more  proba-  authority  of  St.  Paul  in  its  favour, 

ble,  as  the  progrefs  of  human  learn-  who,    in   his   Epiftle   to  the  Ephe- 

ing  was  then  in  a  great  meafure  at  fians,    charges   them    to   fpeak    to 

a  Hand.  themfelves  in  pfalms,   and  hymns, 

But  as  the  introduction  of  mufic  and    fpiritual   fongs,     finging    and 

into  the  fervice  of  the  church  feems  making  melody  in   their  hearts  to 


to  be  a  new  aera,  it  is  neceffary  to 
be  a  little  more  particular,  and  re- 
late the  opinions  of  the  moil  au- 
thentic writers,  as  well  as  to  the 
reception  it  at  firft  met  with,  as  its 
fubfequent  progrefs  among  the 
converts  to  chriftianity.  If  among 
the  accounts  to  be  given  of  thefe 
matters,  fome  fliould  carry  the  ap- 
pearance of  improbability,  or  fhould 


the  Lord  ;  and  who  exhorts  the 
Coloffians  to  teach  and  admonilh 
one  another  in  pfalms,  hymns,  and, 
fpiritual  fongs.  Cardinal  Bona  is 
one  of  thefe  ;  and  he  fcruples  not 
to  affert,  on  the  authority  of  thele 
two  paffages,  th3t  fongs  and  hymns 
were,  from  the  very  eftablifhment 
of  the  church,  fung  in  the  aflem- 
blies  of  the  faithful.    Johannes  Da- 


even  verge  towards  the   regions   of    mafcenus   goes   farther  back  ;    and 


fable,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
very  little  credit  would  be  due  to 
hillory,  were  the  writer  to  fupprefs 
every  relation  againft  the  credibi- 
lity whereof  there  lay  an  objection. 
Hiilory  does  not  propofe  to  tranf- 
mit  bareiy  matters  of  real  fad,  or 
opinions  abfolutely  irrefragable  ; 
falfehood  and  error  may  very  in- 
nocently   be    propagated,    nay   the 


relates,  that  at  the  funeral  of  the 
Bleffed  Virgin,  which  was  cele- 
brated at  Gethfemana,  the  apoftles, 
afiiiled  by  angels,  continued  fing- 
ing her  requiem  for  three  whole 
days  incelTantly.  The  fame  au- 
thor, fpeaking  of  the  ancient  hymn 
called  the  Trifagion,  dates  its  ori- 
ginal from  a  miracle  that  was  per- 
formed in  the.  time  of  Proclus,   the 


general  belief  of  falfehood,  or  the     archbiihop  :    his   account    is,    that 


exiftence  of  any  erroneous  opinion, 
may  be  confidered  as  fads  j  and 
then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
hiilorian  to  relate  them.  Who- 
ever is  converfant  with  the  eccle- 
fiallical  hilloriaris  mult  allow  that 
the   fuperitition   of  fome,    and  the 


the  people  of  Constantinople  being 
terrified  with  fome  portentous  figns 
that  had  appeared,  made  folemn 
proceffions  and  applications,  to  the 
Almighty,  befeeching  him  to  avert 
the  calamities  that  feemed  to 
threaten   their   city,     in   the  midft 


enthufiafm  of  others  of  them,  have     whereof  a   boy    was    caught    from 


fomewhat  abated  the  reverence  due 
to  their  teilimony.  But  notwith- 
itanding  this,  the  characters  of 
Eufebius,  Socrates,  Sozomen,  The- 
odoret,  and  Evagrius,  for  veracity 
and  good  intelligence,  ftand  fo  high 
in  the  opinion  of  all  fober  and  im- 
partial men,  that  it  is  impofiible 
to  withhold  our  affent  from  the  far 
greater  part  of  what  they  have 
written  on  this  fubject. 


among  them,  and  taken  up  to  hea- 
ven ;  who,  upon  his  return,  re- 
lated, that  he  had  been  taught  by 
angels  to  fing  the  hymn  in  Greek, 

Ayio$  o  0ic(,    ayioi  t^vtoc,    etyioi 
dQctvuToc,  ?a«h<toc  H/Utff. 

Holy  God,  holy  and  ftrong,  holy  and  im- 
mortal, have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  truth  of  this  relation  is  quef- 
tioned  by  fome,  who  yet  credit   a 

vifion 
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vifion  of  St.  Ignatius  ;  of  which 
Socrates,  the  ecclefialtical  hiftorian, 
gives  the  following  account  :  "  St. 
Ignatius,  the  third  bifhop  of  An- 
tbch,  in  Syria,  after  the  apoflle 
Peter,  who  alfo  converfed  familiar- 
ly with  the  apoftlcs,  faw  the  blefTed 
fpirits  above  finging  hymns  to  the 
Sacred  Trinity  alternately,  which 
method  of  finging,  fays  the  fame. 
hillorian,  Ignatius  taught  to  his 
church  ;  and  this,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  miracle  which 
gave  rife  to  it,  was  communicated 
to  all  the  churches  of  the  Ealt." 
Nicephorus,  St.  Chryfoflom,  Ama- 
larius,  and  fundry  others,  acqui- 
efce  in  this  account  of  the  origin  of 
antiphonal  finging :  as  do  our 
countrymen,  Hooker,  Hammond, 
Beveridge,  and  Dr.  Comber. 

By  the  Apoftolical  Conilitutions, 
faid  to  have  been,  if  not  compiled 
by  the  apoftles  themfelves,  at  leafl 
collected  by  Clement,  a  difciple 
of  theirs,  the  order  of  divine  wor- 
ihip  is  prefcribed  ;  wherein  it  is 
exprefsly  required,  that  after  the 
reading  the  two  leflbns,  one  of  the 
prefbvters  fhould  fing  a  pfalm  or 
hymn  of  David  ;  and  that  the  peo- 
ple mould  join  in  finging  at  the 
end  of  each  verfe.  It  would  be  too 
little  to  fay  of  this  collection,  that 
the  authority  of  it  is  doubted,  fince 
it  is  agreed,  that  it  did  not  appear 
in  the  world  till  the  fourth  century  : 
and  the  opinions  of  authors  are, 
that  cither  it  is  fo  interpolated  as 
to  deierve  no  credit,  or  that  the 
whole  of  it  is  an  abfolute  forgerv. 

Hitherto,  then,  the  high  anti- 
quity of  church-mufic  ltands  on  no 
better  a  foundation  than  tradition, 
backed  with  written  evidence  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  to  have  fcarce  a  pre- 
tence to  authenticity  :  there  are, 
however,  accounts  to  be  met  with 
2 


among  the  writers  of  ccclefiaftical 
hiflory,  that  go  near  to  fix  it  at 
about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury. 

Having  determined  the  com- 
mencement of  mufic  in  the  christian 
worfhip,  the  hillorian  next  men- 
tions the  particular  perlons  under 
whofe  protection  it  was  cultivated 
with  the  greateft  zeal  and  fuccef>. 
Thofe  were,  St.  Bafil,  St.  Chry- 
foflom, and  St.  Ambrofe  ;  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  inftituted  that  method 
of  finging,  which  from  him  has 
been  denominated  the  Cantus  Am- 
brolianus,  or  Ambrofian  Chant. 
Sir  John  Hawkins  obferves,  in  re- 
fpecl  of  this  name,  that  it  appears 
not  to  have  fpecified  any  deter- 
mined feries  of  notes,  but  was  only 
invented  to  exprefs  in  general  a 
method  of  finging  agreeable  to 
fome  rule  prefcribed  or  taught  by 
that  father.  It  is  however  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  a  reference  to 
the  modes  of  the  ancients,  at  lcafl 
to  thofe  of  Ptolemy,  which  our  au- 
thor has  proved,  in  a  preceding 
part  of  the  Hiftorv,  to  have  been 
exaclly  coincident  with  the  feven 
fpecies  of  the  diapafon  ;  though 
St.  Ambrofe  conceiving  all  above 
four  to  be  luperfluous,  reduced  them 
to  that  number,  in  which  he  re- 
tained, but  under  other  denomi- 
nations, the  Dorian,  Phrygian, 
Lydian,  and  Myxolydian  modes. 
The  defign  of  the  reverend  pa- 
triarch, as  our  author  farther  re- 
marks, was  to  introduce  a  kind  of 
melody  founded  on  the  rules  of  art, 
and  yet  fo  plain  and  fimple  in  its 
nature,  that  the  whole  congrega- 
tion might  fing  it. 

Among  the  improvements  of 
mufic  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
our  author  mentions  in  terms  of 
peculiar     diftin&ion     thofe     made 

about 
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about  the  end  of  the  fixth  century, 
by  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  the  firft 
pope  of  that  name;  a  man,  as  he 
juftly  obferves,  not  more  remark- 
able for  his  virtues  than  for  his 
learning  and  profound  fkill  in  the 
fcience  of  mulic.  The  firft  im- 
provement made  by  this  venerable 
pontiff  was  the  invention  of  that 
kind  of  notation  by  the  Roman 
letters,  which  is  ufed  at  the  prefent 
time.  But  he  is  chiefly  celebrated 
for  having  encreafed  the  number 
of  tones  from  four  to  eight,  and 
for  the  inftitution  of  what  is  called 
the  .Gregorian  Chant,  or  plain 
f(  ng.  Of  the  reformation  which 
he  effected  in  the  inufic  of  the 
church,  our  author  has  feie&ed  an 
account  from  Maimbourg's  Hiitoire 
du  Pontifical  de  St.  Gregoire. 
Sir  John  Hawkins  obferves,  that 


it  was  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Canterbury  that  the  choral  fervice 
was  firft  introduced  into  England  ; 
to  which  place,  and  the  churches 
cf  Kent,  it  was  confined  till  the 
arrival  of  Theodore,  when  it  af- 
terwards fpread  over  the  whole 
kingdom. 

An  anecdote  mentioned  by  our 
author  refpeding  the  primitive  fim- 
plicity  of  Putta,  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Be- 
ing driven  from  his  fee  by  Ethelred, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  in  677,  he 
retired  to  Scroulfe,  the  bifhop  of 
Mercia,  where  obtaining  a  fmall 
cure,  and  a  portion  of  ground,  he 
remained  in  that  country,  totally 
unfolicitous  for  the  reftitution  of 
his  former  dignity,  and  even  went 
about,  teaching  choral  mufic  where- 
ever  he  could  find  entertainment. 


M  I  S- 
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Miscellaneous    Essays. 


The  following  is  one  of  tbsfe  Letters 
•which,  fome  Time  ago,  engaged 
the  Attention  of  the  Public  Jo  much 
under  the  Name  of  Ganganelli. 
It  contains  a  Jhort  and  fuccind  De- 
fer i ption  vf  Italy. — The  principal 
Objecls  are  flrongly  and  judicioujly 
marked,  and  the  Whole  is  ^written 
in  a  li-vely  and  fpirited  Manner. 

To  the  Abbe  Ferghen. 

Mons.  Abbe, 

YO  U  cannot  do  better  to  divert 
yourfelf  from  your  troubles 
and  embarraflment  than  to  vifit 
Italy.  Every  well-informed  man 
owes  an  homage  to  this  country, 
fo  defervedly  boafted  of;  and  it 
will  give  me  inexprefiible  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  you  here. 

The  firfl  object  that  ftrikes  you 
will  be  the  great  bulwarks  given  us 
by  Nature,  in  the  Alps  and  Ap- 
pennines,  which  feparate  us  from 
France,  and  have  occalioned  our 
being  ftiled  Tramontanes  by  that 
nation.  They  are  a  majeftic  range 
of  mountains,  which  ferve  as  a 
frame  to  the  magnificent  picture 
within  them. 

Torrents,  rivulets,  and  rivers, 
without  reckoning  the  feas,  are 
objects  which  prefent  the  meft  cu- 
rious and  interesting  points  of  view 
to  foreigners,  and  efpecially  to 
painters.     Nothing   can    be  more 


agreeable  than  the  moft  fertile  foil 
in  the  fin  eft  climate,  every  where 
interfered  with  ftreams  of  running 
water,  and  every  where  peopled 
with  villages,  or  ornamented  with 
fuperb  cities. — Such  a  country  is 
Italy! 

If  agriculture  was  held  in  equal 
efteem  with  architecture ;  if  the 
country  was  not  divided  into  fuch  a 
number  of  governments,  all  of  dif- 
ferent form?,  and  almoft  all  weak, 
and  of  little  extent;  mifery  would 
not  be  found  by  the  fide  of  magni- 
ficence, and  induftry  without  ac- 
tivity ;  but  unfortunately  we  are 
more  engaged  in  the  embellifhment 
of  cities,  than  in  the  culture  of  the 
country  ;  and  uncultivated  lands 
every  where  reproach  the  idlenefs 
of  the  people. 

If  you  begin  your  route  at  Ve- 
nice, you  will  fee  a  city  very  lin- 
gular from  its  fituation  ; — it  re- 
fembles  a  great  fhip  retting  upon 
the  waters,  and  which  cannot  be 
approached  but  by  boats. 

The  fingularity  of  its  fituation  is 
not  the  only  thing  that  will  fur- 
prife  you. — The  inhabitants  in 
mafque  for  four  or  five  months  in 
the  year  ; — the  laws  of  a  defpotic 
government,  which  allow  the 
greateft  liberty  in  their  amufe- 
xr.ents  ;  the  rights  of  a  fovereign 
without  authority  ;  the  cuiloms  of 
z  people  who  dread  even  his  iha- 

dowj 
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dow,  and  yet  enjoy  the  greateil 
tranquillity;  form  inconfiftencies, 
which  in  a  very  extraordinary  man- 
ner mull  affedl  foreigners.  There 
is  fcarcely  a  Venetian  who  is  not 
eloquent ; — collections  have  been 
made  of  the  bons  mots  of  their  Gon- 
doliers, replete  with  true  Attic  fait. 

Ferrara  difplays  a  vail  and  beau- 
tiful folitude  within  its  walls,  al- 
moft  as  filent  as  the  tomb  of  Ariofto, 
who  was  buried  there. 

Bologna  prefents  another  kind 
of  picture  ;  there  the  fciences  are 
familiar,  even  to  the  fex;*  who 
appear  with  dignity  in  the  fchools 
and  academies,  and  have  trophies 
frequently  erefted  to  them.  A 
thouland  different  paintings  will 
gratify  your  mind  and  eyes,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  inhabitants 
will  delight  you. 

You  will  then  pafs  through  a 
multitude  of  fmall  towns,  in  the 
fpace  of  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues,  each  of  which  has  its 
theatre,  its  cafin  (a  rendezvous  for 
the  nobility),  a  man  of  learning,  or 
fome  poet,  who  employ  themfelves 
according  to  their  tafte  or  their 
leifure. 

You  will  vifit  Loretto,  made  fa- 
mous by  the  great  concourfe  of  pil- 
grims from  other  countries,  and 
the  treafures  with  which  the  church 
is  magnificently  enriched. 

You  will  then  defcry  Rome, 
which  may  be  feen  a  thoufand 
years,  and  always  with  new  plea- 
sure. The  city,  fituated  upon  fe- 
ven  hills,  which  the  ancients  called 
the  Seven  Miftreffes  of  the  World, 
feems  from  thence  to  command  the 


univerfe,  and  boldly  to  fay  to 
mankind,  that  fhe  is  the  queen  and 
the  capital. 

Ycu  will  call  to  mind  the  anci- 
ent Romans,  the  remembrance  of 
whom  can  never  be  effaced,  on 
calling  an  eye  on  the  famous  Ti- 
ber, which  has  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned, and  which  has  been  fo  fre- 
quently fwelled  by  their  own  blood, 
and  that  of  their  enemies. 

You  will  be  in  extacy  at  the 
light  of  St.  Peter's,  which  artifls 
fay  is  the  wonder  of  the  world  ; 
being  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  St. 
Sophia  at  Conitantinople,  St. Paul's 
at  London,  or  even  the  Temple  of 
Solomon. 

It  is  a  ftrutture  which  extends  it- 
felf  as  you  furvey  it,  where  the 
whole  feems  to  be  immenfe,  while 
every  member  of  it  appears  to  pre- 
ferve  its  due  proportion.  The 
paintings  are  exquifite,  the  monu- 
mental fculptures  breathe,  and  you 
will  imagine  that  you  fee  the  New 
Jerufalem  come  down  from  Hea- 
ven, which  St.  John  (peaks  of  ia 
the  Revelations. 

You  will  find,  both  in  the  great 
and  in  the  detail  of  the  Vatican, 
which  was  erecled  on  the  ruins  of 
falfe  oracles,  beauties  of  every  kind 
that  will  tire  your  eyes,  while  they 
at  the  fame  time  charm  you.  Here 
Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo, 
fometimes  in  a  fublime,  fome- 
times  in  a  pathetic  manner,  have 
difplayed  the  mailer-pieces  of 
their  genius,  by  expreifing  in  the 
moll  lively  language  the  whole 
energy  of  their  fools ;  and  here  the 
fcience  and  genius  of  ail  the  writers 


*  This  expreflion  is  not  diflinguifhed  in  the  original  by  a  gender;  for  there 
is  a  certain  peculiar  pclitenels  in  the  Italian  and  French  languages,  that  when- 
ever the  word  _/>.*  is  uied  absolutely  arid  irrelatively,  it  is  always  to  be  under - 
derllood  of  ths/emcle. 


in 
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in  the  world  are  depofited,  in  the 
multitude  of  works  which  compofe 
that  rich  and  immenfe  library. 

Churches,  palaces,  public  fquares, 
pyramids,  obelifks,  pillars,  galle- 
ries, grand  fronts  of  buildings, 
theatres,  fountains,  gardens,  views, 
all,  all  will  declare  to  you  that  you 
are  at  Rome;  and  every  thing  will 
attach  you  to  it,  as  to  the  city, 
which  of  all  others  has  been  the 
mod  univerfally  admired.  You 
will  not,  indeed,  meet  with  that 
French  elegance  which  prefers  the 
beautiful  to  the  fublime ;  but  you 
will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  thofe 
finking  views  that  every  inflant 
muft  excite  your  admiration. 

Laftly,  in  all  the  figures  of 
painting  or  of  fculpture,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern,  you  will  fee  a 
new  creation,  and  almofl  think  it 
animated.  The  Academy  of  Paint- 
ing, filled  with  French  ftudents, 
•will  fhew  you  fome  who  are  de- 
ftined  to  become  great  mailers  in 
their  profeffion,  and  who  by  com- 
ing to  ftudy  here  do  honour  to 
Italy. 

You  will  admire  the  grandeur 
and  fimpiichy  of  the  Head  of  the 
Church,  the  fervant  of  fervants  in 
the  order  of  humility,  and  the  firlt 
of  men  in  the  eyes  of  the  Faithful. 
The  cardinals  who  furround  him 
will  reprefent  to  you  the  twenty- 
four  old  men  who  encircle  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  whom  you 
will  find  equally  model!  in  their 
manners,  and  edifying  in  their 
morals. 

But  thefe  great  and  pleafing  ob- 
jects will  be  difgraced  by  the  dif- 
wullino-  fight  of  groupesof  Mendi- 
cants, whom  Rome  improperly 
fupports,  by  bellowing  misapplied 
charity,  inflead  of  employing  them 
in  ufeful  labours :    thus  it  is  that 
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the  thorn  is  feen  with  the  rofe,  and 
vice  too  frequently  by  the  fide  of 
virtue. 

But  if  you  wifli  to  fee  Rome  in 
all  her  fplendour,  endeavour  to  be 
there  by  the  feafl  of  St.  Peter.  The 
illumination  of  the  church  begins 
with  a  gentle  light,  which  you 
may  eafily  millake  for  the  reflection 
of  the  feiting  fun  :  it  then  fends 
forth  fome  pieces  of  beautiful  ar- 
chitecture, and  afterwards  finifhes 
with  waving  flames,  which  make 
a  moving  picture,  that  lafts  till 
day-break.  All  this  is  attended 
with  double  fire-works,  the  fplen- 
dour of  which  is  fo  bright,  that 
you  would  think  the  liars  had  fallen 
from  the  Heavens,  and  bur  ft  upon 
the  earth. 

I  do  not  mention  to  you  the 
ftrange  metamorphofis  which  has 
placed  the  order  of  St.  Francis  even 
in  the  capitol,  and  has  produced  a 
new  Rome  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old;  to  fhew  the  world,  that 
chriflianity  is  truly  the  work  of 
God,  and  that  he  has  fubdued  the 
molt  famous  conquerors  to  eftablifh 
it  in  the  very  centre  of  their  em- 
pire. 

If  the  modern  Romans  do  not 
appear  warlike,  it  is  becaufe  the 
nature  or  principle  of  their  govern- 
ment does  not  infpire  them  with 
valour ;  but  they  have  the  feed  of 
every  virtue,  and  make  as  good 
foldiers  as  any,  when  they  c.-rry 
arms  under  a  foreign  power.  I r  is 
certain  that  they  have  a  great  lhare 
of  genius,  a  lingular  aptitude  in 
acquiring  the  faiences ;  and  yon 
would  imagine  they  were  born 
Harlequins,  fo  expreflive  are  they 
in  their  genurc.-,  even  from  their 
infancy. 

You  will  next  travel  by  the  fa- 
mous   Appian    Way,    which   from 

its 
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its  age  is  become  wretchedly  incon- 
venient, and  you  will  arrive  at 
Naples,  the  Parthenope  of  the  An- 
cients, where  the  afhes  of  Virgil 
are  depcfited,  and  where  you  will 
fee  a  laurel  growing,  which  could 
not  poflibly  be  better  placed. 

Mount  Vefuvius  on  one  fide,  and 
the  Elyfian  Fields  on  the  other, 
prefent  a  moft  fingular  and  con- 
tralted  view  ;  and  after  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  delightful  profpeft, 
you  will  find  yourfelf  furrounded 
by  a  multitude  of  Neapolitans, 
lively  and  ingenious,  but  too  much 
addicted  to  pleafure  and  idlenefs, 
to  become  what  they  ctherwife 
might  be  capable  of.  Naples 
would  be  a  delightful  place,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  multitude  of  the 
lower  populace,  who  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  unhappy  wretches,  or 
banditti,  though  often  without  be- 
ing either  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  churches  are  magnificently 
decorated,  but  their  architecture  is 
in  a  wretched  tafle,  and  by  no 
means  comparable  to  the  Roman. 
You  will  have  a  fingular  pleafure 
in  traverfing  the  invirons  of  this 
town,  which  is  moft  delightful, 
from  its  delicious  fruits,  charming 
views,  and  fine  fituations.  You 
will  penetrate  into  the  famous  fub- 
terranean  city  of  Herculaneum, 
which  was  (wallowed  up  in  a 
former  age  by  an  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius.  If  the  mountain  hap- 
pens to  be  raging,  you  will  fee 
torrents  of  fire  iffuing  from  its 
bowels,  and  majeftically  over- 
fpreading  the  country.  You  will 
fee  a  collection  of  whatever  has 
been  recovered  out  of  Hercula- 
neum, at  Portici  ;  and  the  envi- 
rons of  Puzzuolo,  fung  by  the 
prince  of  Poets,  will  infpire  you 
with  a  true  pafiion  for  poetry. 
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You  fliould  walk  with  the^Eneid 
in  your  hand,  and  compare  the 
cave  cf  the  Cumxan  Sybil  and 
Acheron  with  what  Virgil  has  laid 
of  them. 

You  will  return  by  Caferta, 
which  from  its  decorations,  mar- 
bles, extent,  and  aquedu&s  wor- 
thy of  ancient  Rome,  is  the  fined 
place  in  Europe  :  and  you  will 
make  a  vifit  to  Mount  Caffiro, 
where  the  fpirit  of  St.  Benedict  has 
fubfifled  uninterruptedly,  above  a 
dozen  ages,  in  fpire  cf  the  im- 
menfe  riches  of  that  fuperb  mo- 
naftery. 

Florence,  from  whence  the  fine 
arts  have  iffued,  and  where  their 
moft  magnificent  mailer-pieces  are 
depofited,  will  prefent  other  ob- 
jects to  your  view.  There  you 
will  admire  a  city,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  remark  of  a  Portu- 
guefe,  Jhould  cnly  be  jheixn  on  Sun- 
days, it  is  fo  handfome,  and  lb 
beautifully  decorated.  You  will 
every  where  trace  the  fplendour 
and  elegance  of  the  family  of  Me- 
dici, infcribed  in  the  annals  cf 
Tafte  as  the  reftorers  of  the  fine 
arts. 

Leghorn  is  a  well  inhabited  fea- 
port,  of  great  advantage  to  Tuf- 
cany.  Pifa  always  has  men  of 
learning,  in  every  fcience,  in  its 
fchools.  Sienna,  remarkable  for 
the  purity  of  its  air  and  language, 
will  intereft  you  in  a  very  fingular 
manner.  Parma,  placed  in  the 
midft  of  fertile  paftures,  will  (hew 
you  a  theatre  which  can  contain 
fourteen  thoufand  people,  and  where 
every  one  can  hear  what  is  faid, 
though  fpoken  in  a  whifper.  Pla- 
centia  will  appear  to  you  worthy 
of  the  name  it  bears,  as  its  delight- 
ful fituation  muft  captivate  every 
traveller. 

You 
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You  will  not  forget  Modena,  as 
it  is  the  country  of  the  famous  Mu- 
ratori,  and  a  city  celebrated  for 
the  name  which  it  has  given  to  its 
fovereigns. 

You  will  find  at  Milan  the  fe- 
cond  church  in  Italy,  for  fize  and 
becauty  :  more  than  a  thoufand 
marble  ftatues  decorate  its  outfide, 
and  it  would  be  a  mafter-piece,  if 
it  had  a  proportionable  front.  The 
fociety  of  its  inhabitants  is  quite 
agreeable,  ever  fince  it  was  be- 
fieged  by  the  French.  They  live 
there  as  they  do  in  Paris,  and  every 
thing,  even  to  the  hofpitals  and 
burying-grounds,  prefents  an  air 
of  fplendour.  The  Ambrofian 
Library  muft  attract  the  literati  ; 
and  the  Ambrofian  ritual  no  lefs 
engage  the  ecclefiaftic,  who  wifhes 
to  know  the  ufages  of  the  church 
as  well  as  thofe  of  antiquity. 

The  Borromean  Ifles  will  next 
attract  your  curiofity,  from  the  ac- 
counts you  muft  have  had  of  them. 
Placed  in  the  middle  of  a  delight- 
ful lake,  they  prefent  to  your  view 
whatever  is  magnificent  or  gay  in 
gardens. 

Genoa  will  appear  to  you  truly 
fuperb  in  its  churches  and  palaces. 
There  you  will  fee  a  port  famous 
for  its  commerce,  and  the  refort  of 
ftrangers.  You  will  fee  a  doge 
changed  almoft  as  often  as  the  fu- 
periors  of  communities,  and  with 
fcarce  any  greater  authority. 

And  laftly  Turin,  the  refidence 
of  a  court  where  the  virtues  have 
long  inhabited,  will  charm  you 
with  the  regularity  of  its  building?, 
the  beauty  of  its  fquares,  the 
ftreightnefs  of  its  ftreets,  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  ;  and  there  you 
will  agreeably  conclude  your  tra- 
vels. 

1  have  been  jut  making  the  tour 


of  Italy  molt  rapidly  and  at  little 
expence,  as  you  fee,  to  invite  you 
to  it  in  reality  ; — 'tis  fuffkient  to 
Jhetcb  paintings  to  fuch  a  mafter  as 
you. 

I  make  no  mention  of  our  morals 
to  you  ;  they  are  not  more  corrupt, 
than  among  other  people,  let  ma- 
lice fay  what  it  will  ;  they  vary 
only  their  fhades,  according  to  the 
difference  of  the  governments. — 
The  Roman  does  not  refemble  the 
Genoefe,  nor  the  Venetian  the 
Neapolitan  ;  but  you  may  fay  of 
Italy,  as  of  the  whole  world,  that, 
with  fome  little  diitinctions,  it  is 
here,  as  it  is  there,  a  little  gtod, 
and  a  little  bad. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  prejudice  yoa 
in  favour  of  the  agreeablenefs  of 
the  Italians,  nor  of  their  love  of 
the  arts  and  fciences  :  you  will 
very  foon  perceive  it  when  you 
come  among  them  ;  you  of  all 
men,  with  whom  one  is  delighted 
to  converfe,  and  to  whom  it  will 
always  be  a  pleafure  to  fay,  that 
one  is  his  moft  humble  and  mofl 
obedient  fervant. 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
a  leifure  moment,  to  give  you  fome 
idea  of  my  country  ;  it  is  only  a 
coarfe  daubing,  which  in  another 
hand  would  have  been  a  beautiful 
miniature  :  the  fubjedt  deferves  it, 
but  my  pencil  is  no:  fufHciently  de- 
licate for  the  execution. 

Rome,   12.  Nov.    1756. 


Oi  Languages,  by  Mr.  .if  Vohaire  ; 
in  a  Letter  to  Signior  Tova£  Deo- 
dati. 

SIR, 

II   extremely  fenfible  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  by 
j   me   your   Trcatile  on    th« 
excel- 
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excellency  of  the  Italian  language; 
it  was  like  fending  to  a  lover  an 
encomium  on  his  miflrefs. — How- 
ever, allow  me  to  offer  fome  re- 
flections in  favour  of  the  French 
tongue,  which  you  feem  to  depre- 
ciate a  little  too  much. — A  man 
often  takes  the  part  of  his  wife, 
when  fhe  is  not  treated  with  fuffi- 
cient  refpecl  by  his  miflrefs. 

I  believe,  fir,  that  no  language 
can  lay  claim  to  perfection  ;  we 
may  fay  with  regard  to  them  as 
to  many  other  things,  the  igno- 
rant have  prefcribed  laws  to  the 
learned. 

All  languages  have  been  origi- 
nally formed  by  the  uncultivated 
vulgar.  V'orkmen  have  impofed 
names  on  their  tools.  —  Savage 
Hords  as  foon  as  they  ailembled, 
contrived  words  to  exprefs  their 
wants,  and  after  a  number  of  ages 
were  pafied,  men  of  genius  arofe, 
who  made  the  bell  ufe  they  could 
of  the  terms  their  rude  anceflors  had 
by  chance  eflablilhed. 

In  my  opinion  there  are  only 
two  languages  exifting  that  have  a 
claim  to  real  harmony,  —  the  Greek, 
and  the  Latin.  In  them  alone  we 
find  a  verfification  that  can  boafl 
of  a  genuine  meafure, — a  certain 
Rbytbmus,  a  real  mixture  of  Dafiyls 
and  Spondees,  and  quantity  in  the 
fyllabies. — The  rude  inventors  of 
thofe  two  languages,  had  certain- 
ly more  muiical  heads,  a  jufler  ear, 
and  more  delicate  organs  than 
other  nations. 

You  have,  ycu  fay,  fir,  long 
and  fhort  fyllabies  in  your  beauti- 
ful Italian  language,  and  fo  have 
we  in  our  French,;  but  neither  you 
ncr  we,  r.or  any  other  nation,  have 
real  Dactyls  and  Spondees.  Our 
.  verfes  are  diilinguilhed  by  the 
number,    not  the  quantity  of  fyl- 
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lables.  La  btlla  lir.gua.  To/cana  e  la 
Jiglia  primogenita  del  Latino.  "  The 
beautiful  Tufcan  language  is  the 
eldeil  daughter  of  the  Latin."  En- 
joy your  right  of  ienioricv,  but  al- 
low your  younger  fillers  fome  fhare 
in  the  fucceffion. 

I  have  always  refpecled  the  Ita- 
lians as  our  mafters  ;  but  you  will 
acknowledge  that  you  have  formed 
excellent  fcholars.  Almofl  all  the 
European  languages  have  a  mix- 
ture of  beauties  and  faults  which 
balance  each  other.  You  have  not 
the  melodious  and  {lately  termina- 
tions of  the  Spanifh  words,  which 
are  rendered  fo  fonoroos  by  a  hap- 
py concourfe  of  vowels  and  confo- 
nants  :  los  rios,  los  bsmbres,  las  bij- 
torias,  los  cojlumbres.  Nor  have 
you  thofe  dipthongs  which  in  our 
language  produce  fo  harmonious  an 
effect  ;  —  .es  Rois,  ies  Empereurs,  les 
exp  cits,  Us  hijloires :  you  reproach 
us  with  our  e  mu:e,  as  a  fiat  dull 
found,  which  expires  on  our  lips, 
but  to  that  e  mute  are  we  princi- 
pally indebted  for  the  harmony  of 
our  profe  and  our  ver:e.  Empire, 
couronne,  diademe,  Hamm,  tendrejje, 
vicloire :  all  thefe  terminations 
leave  a  found,  which  dwells  upon 
the  ear  even  after  the  word  is  pro- 
nounced, a?  a  harpfichord  echoes 
after  the  finger  is  lifted  oft  the 
keys. 

Acknowledge,  fir,  that  the  pro- 
digious variety  of  thofe  termina- 
tions give  cur  language  fome  ad- 
vantages over  yours,  the  words  of 
which  end  only  with  the  five  vow- 
els, <z,  e,  i,  c,  u,  and  even  the  laft 
of  thefe  we  ought  to  flrikeout,  for 
you  have  not  in  the  whole  compafs 
of  your  language,  above  feven  or 
eight  words  that  end  in  u.  —  There 
remain  then  only  the  four  founds, 
a,  e,  i.  c,  for  the   terminations  of 

M    '  ail 
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all  Italian  words.  Do  you  fincere- 
ly  think,  fir,  that  the  ear  of  a  fo- 
reigner can  be  pleafed  with  hearing 
the  following  verfes  of  Taffo  ? 

il  Cnpitano 


Che'l  grand  fcpolcro  libero  di  Chriftc, 
Molio  egli  opio  col  fenno  e  colla  mano. 

Do  you  think  fuch  a  frequent 
repetition  of  the  vowel  o,  can  be 
agreeable  to  any  ear  not  accuftomed 
to  it?  Compare  with  this  dull  uni- 
formity fo  tirefome  to  a  ftranger  ; 
— compare  with  thofe  dry  heavy 
lines,  the  following  fimple  couplet 
of  Corneille. 

Le  deftin  fe  declare,  et  nous  venons  d'en- 

tendre 
Ce  qu'il  a  refolu  du  beau-pere  &  du  gen- 

die. 

You  fee  that  every  word  has  a  dif- 
ferent termination.  Pronounce 
now  thefe  two  verfes  of  Homer, 

Ej»  a  $n  In  fcrpeeld  fix'Tifliiv  fpiirxvli 

Pronounce  thefe  verfes  before  a 
young  lady,  either  of  England  or 
Germany,  who  has  the  leaft  deli- 
cacy of  ear,  fhe  will  prefer  the 
Greek,  —  fiie  will  tolerate  the 
French,  and  fhe  will  be  a  little 
di  Ignited  with  the  uniformity  of 
the  Italian  terminations.  'Tis  an 
experiment  I  have  often  tried. 

Your  poets,  who  affifiedin  form- 
ing your  language,  were  fo  fenfi- 
ble  of  this  radical  defeel  in  the 
termination  of  the  Italian  words, 
that  they  have  cut  oif  the  letters  g 
and  o,  in  which  your  infinitives, 
preterites,  and  nominatives,  con- 
ilantly  end.  They  lay  amar*  in- 
ftead  of  amare,  voqutroa,  for  noque- 
rcno,  la  jh,gioti  for  la  Jiagioiit,  buon, 
for  ovtna,  malcvol  lor  malevelt. 
You   were  defuous  to  avoid  a  uif- 
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ly  fall  into  the  error  of  terminating 
your  verfes  with  the  canine  letter  r, 
which  the  Greeks  never  did.* 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  La- 
tin  tongue  muft  have  long  appeared 
rude  and  barbarous  to  the  Greeks, 
from  the  frequent  repetition  of  ur 
and  um,  and  the  multitude  of  pro- 
per names  which  terminated  in  us. 
We  have  fucceeeded  better  than  you 
in  getting  rid  of  this  uniformity. 
— If  Rome  was antiently  filled  with 
fenators  and  knights  in  us,  we  at 
prefent  meet  only  with  the  cardi- 
nals and  abbes  in  /. 

You  boaft,  fir,  and  with  great 
reafon,  of  the  copioufnefs  of  your 
language,  but  allow  that  we  la- 
bour under  no  fcarcity.  'Tis  true, 
there  is  no  Idiom  exifling  which 
paints  all  the  different  fhades  of 
ideas.  In  this  refpeel,  all  lan- 
guages are  poor ;  for  example,  no 
language  can  exprefs,  by  a  fingle 
word,  love  founded  on  efteem,  on 
beauty  alone,  on  fimilarity  of  cha- 
racters, or  on  conftitution  ;  the 
cafe  is  the  fame  with  all  the  paf- 
fions,  all  the  qualities  of  cur  foul : 
what  we  perceive  mod  dillinclly,  it 
is  often  impoflible  to  exprefs. 

Yet,    fir,   do    not   imagine   that 
in   every  thing  we  are  reduced   to 
the  extreme  indigence  with  which 
you  reproach  us.     You  have  given 
us  a  catalogue  of  two  columns  to 
ihew  your  own    plenty  and  our  po- 
verty.    You  let  on  one  fide  orgoglio, 
ia,  Juperbia,  and  on  the  other 
the    fingle  word    orgutil.     But,  fir, 
we    have   orgueil,  Juperbe,    batttcur, 
,     morgue,      elevation,      dc  Haiti, 
arrogance,  infolence,   glcire*  gloriole, 
prrjomtion,      outre     cut dance.         All 
thefe  words  exprefs  different  modes 
of  the   lame  paffion,    in   the    fame 
.:er   as  your  .orgoglio,  Juperbia, 


agreeable  found,  and  you  frequent- 

*  This  is  a  very   ex  ->f  M.  Voltaire'*.     The  Greek  dra- 

matic am.i  lyric  poeis  abound  in  Mch  . 

2  alttrigia, 
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alterigia,  are  not   always    precifely 
fynonimous. 

In  your  inventory  of  our  men- 
dicity, you  reproach  us  with  hav- 
ing only  one  word,  vaillant,  to 
iignify  valiant.  I  know,  fir,  that 
your  nation  is  very  valiant  when 
it  pleafes  itfelf,  and  when  it  is  the 
pleafure  of  others ;  Germany  and 
France  have  had  the  happinefs  of 
entertaining  in  their  fervice,  many 
Italian  officers  diftinguifhed  for 
their  bravery  and  military  fkill. 
Uitalieo  valor  non  e  ancor  morto. 
*'  The  Italian  valour  is  not  yet  ex- 
tincV' 

But  if  you  have  'valente,  prode, 
animqfo,  we  have  vaillant,  <valeu- 
reux,  preux,  courageux,  intrepide, 
bardiy  anime,  audacieux,  branje,  Sec. 
Of  that  courage,  that  bravery,  there 
are  many  different  characlers,  each 
of  which  has  its  peculiar  epithet. 
We  would  fay  that  our  generals 
are  valiant,  courageous,  brave,  but 
we  would  diftinguifh  that  keen, 
impetuous  courage  of  the  general 
who  carried  fword  in  hand  all  the 
works  of  Port-Mahon,  which  were 
cut  in  the  living  rock  ;  from  that 
unfhaken,  deliberate,  and  fkilful 
firmnefs,  with  which  one  of  our 
commanders  preferved  a  whole  gar- 
rifon  from  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
performed  a  march  of  thirty  leagues 
in  the  face  of  an  hoftile  army, 
compofed  of  thirty  thoufand  light- 
ing men. 

We  would  exprefs  in  a  /till  dif- 
ferent manner  the  calm  intrepidi- 
ty which  the  connoiffeurs  admire 
in  the  grand  nephew  of  the  hero  of 
the  Valteline,  when,  after  his  forces 
were  put  to  the  route  by  a  panic 
terror  which  feized  our  allie?,  that 
general  perceiving  the  regiment  of 
Diejlach,  and  another  making  head 
againft  a  victorious  army,   tho'  they 


were  already  attacked  by  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  and  feverely  gaul- 
e*H  by  their  artillery,  fingly  joined 
thofe  regiments,  praifed  their  vd- 
tazer,  their  courage,  thei r  fir 
their  intrepidity.  thfir  rejclu.'ion, 
their  fteadinefs,  their  bcldne/s,  their 
fpirit,  their  bravery,  their  heroifm, 
Sec.  See,  fir,  how  manv  term3 
initeadof  one.  He  was  r-ierwards 
daring  enough,  in  defiance  of  the 
victorious  enemy,  to  draw  off  thofe 
two  regiment?,  at  a  How  pace, 
from  the  danger  into  which  their 
gallantry  had  led  them  ;  and  Jlill 
had  the  fpirit  to  bear  -h.  reproaches 
of  a  multitude  always  ill  infor  ■  ', 
Believe  then,  fir,  I  intreat  you, 
that  our  language  has  genius  to 
exprefs,  what  the  defenders  of  our 
country  have  merit  to  perform. 

You  infult  us,  fir,  on  the  word 
ragout,  imagining  that  we  have 
only  that  term  to  exprefs  our  mef- 
fes,  our  dijbesi  our  entries,  our  Jer- 
<vices.  Would  to  heaven  you  were 
in  the  right,  my  health  would  be 
more  robult ;  but,  unhappily,  we 
have  terms  of  cookery  enough  ta 
fill  a  whole  dictionary. 

You  boalt,  of  two  expreffions  for 
a  glutton  ;  but,  fir,  deign  to  pity 
our  gcrmandi  ers,  our  helly-gods, 
our  good  livers,  our  great  eaters,  our 
gluttons. 

You  are  only  acquainted  with 
the  word  learning,  but  we  have 
men  of  learning,  erudition  and  let- 
ters, enlightened,  able  and  well  in- 
flrucled  :  You  will  find  arrfong  us 
both  the  word  and  the  thing. 

Believe  me,  every  reproach  you 
have  call  upon  us,  is  equally  un- 
fair with  thofe  !  have  mentioned. 
— We  have  no  diminutives.  In  the 
age  of  Marot,  Rabelais,  and  Mon- 
taigne, we  had  as  many  as  you ; 
bur.  fuch  puerilities  appeared  to  as 
M  2  unworthy 
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unworthy  of  a  language  ennobled 
by  the  Pafcals,  the  Bofl'uets,  the 
Fenelons,  the  Poliflbns,  the  Cor- 
neilles,  the  Boileaus,  the  Maflil- 
lons,  the  Fontaines,  the  Bruyeres. 
We  have  left  to  Marot,  Ronfard, 
and  Dubartas,  the  burlefque  dimi- 
nutives in  otte  and  in  ette,  fcarce 
preferving  any  but  fieurette,  amou- 
rette, fillette,  grifette,  grandelette, 
<vieillotte,  nabotte,  villotte,  and  even 
thefe  we  employ  only  in  the  molt 
familiar  ftile. 

Do  not  imitate  Buon'  Matthei, 
who  in  his  difcourfe  before  the 
academy  de  la  Crufca,  fo  highly 
extols  your  exclufive  advantage  of 
exprefling  a  hamper  and  a  hand- 
bafket,  by  corbello  and  corbellino ; 
we  have  corbeilles  and  corbeillons. 

You,  fir,  pofTefs  much  more  fo- 
lid  advantages  ; — your  language 
admits  of  inverfion,  and  it  is  ea- 
fier  to  compofe  a  hundred  good 
verfes  in  Italian,  than  ten  in 
French.  The  reafon  of  that  faci- 
lity is  your  toleration  of  the  hia- 
tus, that  gaping  of  the  fyllables 
which  is  profcribed  among  us,  and 
all  your  words  being  terminated 
by  a,  e,  i,  o,  you  have  at  leaf! 
twenty  times  our  flock  of  rhimes, 
and  add  to  this,  your  Poets  may 
difpenfe  with  rhime  altogether. 
You  are  lefs  reftricled  than  we  to 
the  HemiiHch  and  Cefura  ;  you 
dance  at  liberty  and  we  in  chains. 

But  believe  me,  fir,  you  ought 
not  to  reproach  our  language  with 
roughnels  or  want  of  profody, 
nor  with  obfcuricy  or  drynefs.  Your 
own  tranflations  of  fome  French 
works  are  fufficient  to  prove  the 
contrary.  Befides,  perufe  what 
has  been  written  by  Mefirs.  d'Oli- 
vet  and  du  Marfais  on  the  me- 
thod of  fpeaking  our  language 
*ith    pioprievy.      Read    Mr.    Du 
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Clos :  obferve  the  force,  clear- 
nefs,  and  energy,  of  MefTrs.  Di- 
derot and  d'Alembert ;  what  pic- 
turefque  exprefiions  are  often  ufed 
bj  Mefirs  BafTon  &  Helvetius,  in 
works  which  do  not  always  ap- 
pear fufceptible  of  the  ornaments 
of  ftyle. 

I  mail  conclude  this  letter,  which 
is  already  protracted  to  too  great 
a  length,  with  one  reflection. — 
If  languages  were  firft  formed  by 
the  vulgar,  they  have  been  brought 
to  perfection  by  the  excellent  pro- 
ductions of  men  of  exalted  genius, 
and  the  firft.  of  all  languages  is  that 
which  can  fhew  the  fineft  compofi- 
tions. 

u  Etales  mo!ns  votre  abondance, 
"  Votre  origine  &  vos  honneurs  : 
"  11  ne  fied  pas  aux  Grand-Seigneurs 
"  De  fe  vanter  de  leur  naiflance. 

"  L'ltalie  inftruifit  la  France ; 

"  Mais  par  un  reproche  indifcret, 

"  Nous  ferions  forces,  a  regret, 

"  A  manquer  de  reconnaiflance. 

"  Des  longtems  fortis  de  l'enfance, 

"  Nous  avons  quitte  les  genoux 

"  D'une  nourrice  en  decadence, 

"  Dont  le  lait  n'eft  plus  fait  pour  nous. 

"  Nous  pourions  devenir  jaloux, 
"  Quand  vous  parlez  notre  langage. 
"  Puis  qu'il  eft  embelli  par  vous, 
"  Ceflez  done  de  lui  faire  outrage. 

«'  L'egalite  contente  un  Sage : 
"  Termincns  ainfi  le  proces. 
"  Quand  on  eft  egal  aux  Francais, 
"  Ce  n'eft  pas  un  mauvais  partage. 


On  Montefquieu  and  Grotius. 

Mr.  Linguet,  Counsellor  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris,  to  Mr.  De  Vol- 
taire. 


1 


SIR,  Paris,  i$th  Feb.  1767. 

WILLINGLY  conform   to  a 
very  laudable  cuftom,  which  I 

fee 
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fee  pretty  generally  eftablifhed,  viz. 
that  young  authors  tranfmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  their  works,  and  court 
the  honour  of  obtaining  a  place  for 
their  productions  in  your  library. 

It  is  very  natural,  that  the  firft 
fruits  of  a  tree  fhould  be  gathered 
by  the  hand  which  contributed 
moft  to  fix  its  roots.  The  progrefs 
of  reafon  and  of  tafte  among  us,  is 

almoft    entirely    your    work. 

They  who  have  profited  by  it, 
cannot  difpenfe  from  teftifying 
their  gratitude  to  you.  The  pro- 
tection given  to  literature  by  our 
chancellors,  is  worth  to  them  a  copy 
of  every  new  publication. — The 
fame  homage  is  due  to  you  by  the 
fame  title. 

Le  Dieu  du  gout,  ce  Dieu  fenfible  &  deli- 
cat, 

Dont  vous  avez  fi  bien  fait  connaitre 
l'Empire, 

Vous  a  remis  les  fceaux  de  cet  etat. 

Alalgre  les  cris  de  la  fatire 

11  vous  en  a  nornme  le  premier  magiftrat. 

Ce  pofte  la  pour  la  finance, 

Ne  vaut  tant  que  je  crois, 

Que  la  garde  des  fceaux  de  France. 

Et  ce  n'eft  pas  la  feuie  difference 

Qui  diftingue  ces  deux  emplois. 

Chacun  pcut  fe  croire  capable 

De  bien  gaider  ces  derniers  fceaux. 

Auffi  vcit-on  a  ce  poite  honorable. 

Pretendre  a  chaque  inftant  des  concurrens 
nouveaux. 

Mais  ici  le  cas  eft  tout  autre, 

Vous  n'aurez  jamais  de  rivaux 

Affez  hardis  pour  demander  le  votre. 

It  is  true  that  you  are  thus  ex- 
pofed  from  time  to  time  to  trou- 
blefome  meffages,  and  the  perufal 
of  very  dull  performances,  but  I 
fuppofe  you  ufe  the  privilege  of 
other  chancellors,  and  take  care 
not  to  read  all  the  petitions  pre- 
sented to  you,  and  fhould  ycu  even 
think  yourfelf  in  confcience  oblig- 
ed to  it,  after  all  it  would  be  only 
one  of  the  inconveniencies  of  vour 


office,  and  you  know  there  is  no 
employment  but  has  its  mortifica- 
tions.—  Sinecures  are  no  where  to 
be  found  but  in  the  church. 

If  for  my  fake  you  derogate  from 
the  prerogatives  of  your  office,  and 
deign  to  call  a  glance  upon  the 
Theory  of  Civil  Laws,  you  will  per- 
haps find  in  it  a  great  many  things 
that  are  new,  but  there  will  be 
likewife  not  a  few  which  you  have 
certainly  thought  of  before  I  ha\e 
read  and  underllood  you  fufficient- 
ly  to  be  affured,  that  you  will  net 
blame  me  for  having  combated 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  de  Monte- 
fquieu.  I  have  done  jullice  to  his 
great  genius,  while  I  attack  his 
errors.  He  is  a  brilliant  genius 
fubjeft  to  frequent  eclipfes.  I  am 
far  from  faying  of  him  all  I  might 
have  done.  I  have  materials  enough 
remaining  to  form  a  volume.  I 
fhall  find  a  proper  place  for  them, 
in  the  fequel  of  my  work,  if  ever 
I  compleat  the  grand  project  I 
have  formed,  to  attack  in  their 
fource,  the  multiplicity  of  laws, 
tribunals,  cuftoms,  Sec. — to  prove 
that  fimplicity  and  uniformity  are, 
6r  ought  to  be,  the  fprings  of  po- 
licy, and  that  complication  of  every 
kind,  is  the  parent  of  monllers. 
You  will  perceive  that  in  the  courfe 
of  developing  fuch  principles,  it 
will  be  requifite  frequently  to  re- 
fute Mr.  de  Montefquieu,  and 
that  talk  appears  as  eafy  as  it  is  ne- 
celTary. 

I  think  with  you,  fir,  that  liter- 
ature, the  arts,  and  every  thing 
that  relares  to  them,  are  inven- 
tions highly  ufeful  for  the  rich  ; 
excellent  refources  for  men  of  lei- 
fure  who  enjoy  fuperfluity.  Thefe 
are  corals  which  amufe  them  in  the 
ftate  of  perpetual  infancy,  in  which 
they    are   kept  by    their  opulence. 

M   3  Their 
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Their  vivacity  evaporates  upon 
thofe  trifles  with  which  they  amufe 
themfelves.  The  attention  they 
pay  to  Hem,  prevents  their  mak- 
ing u:e  of  the  r  ftreng'h  to  more 
dangerous  purpoles.  But  I  believe 
the  cafe  to  be  entirely  different 
with  that  other,  and  infinitely 
more  numerous  portion  of  man- 
kind, who  are  called  the  people. 
Thele  intellectual  corals  become  to 
them  poifuned  Amulets,  which 
fpoil  and  corrupt  them  without  re- 
medy. The  actual  Hate  of  focie- 
ty  condemns  them  to  have  only 
hands  ;  —  all  is  loft  the  moment 
they  aie  put  in  a  condition  of  per- 
ceiving that  they  have  a  foul. 

Could  one  of  thofe  divisions  of 
manku.d  be  iingly  illuminated : 
were  it  poffible  to  intercept  all 
the  rays  which  proceed  from  the 
IjjtUe  to  the  great,  and  to  cover 
with  everlauing  darknefs  only  that 
of  the  two  which  is  no  longer 
ufeful  than  while  it  is  totally  blind, 
I  would  willingly  applaud  the  la- 
bours of  the  philofophers  and  their 
partizans. 

But  reflect,  fir,  the  fun  cannot 
r:f<-  upon  the  firlt,  without  a  twi- 
light extending  to  the  fecond,  how- 
ever diitant  it  may  be  ;  and  this 
clafs,  when  enlightened,  necefiarily 
inclines  to  depreciate,  or  to  mix 
with  the  other.  Hence  it  follows 
that  light  is  fatal  to  both  ;  and 
that  an  obiVurity,  in  which  they 
might  live  quie'ly,  each  within 
its  jeipe&ive  limits,  is  infinitely 
preierable  to  a  Hate  of.  illumina- 
tion, by  which  they  only  learn  re- 
ciprocally to  delpife  or  deteit  one 
another. 

This,  fir,  is  my  fmall  profefiion 
of  literary  faith,  which  1  fhall  ever 
maintain  to  martyrdom  exclu- 
sively. 


Anfwer  to    Counfellor   Linguet,    ett 
Montefquieu  and  Grotius. 

I  BELIEVE  with  you,  fir,  that 
the  fpirit  of  laivs  contains  more 
than  one  inadvertency.  Few  peo- 
ple read  attentively.  —  It  has  not 
been  obferved  that  almoft  all  Mon- 
tefquieu's  quotations  are  falfe.  He 
cites  the  pretended  political  tefta- 
ment  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  and 
makes  him  fay,  Chap.  VI.  Bock 
HI.  that  if  there  be  found  among 
the  people,  an  unfortunate  man  of 
virtue,  he  ought  not  to  be  em- 
ployed.— That  teflament,  which 
befides  is  not  worth  being  cited, 
fays  juft  the  contrary  ;  and  that  not 
in  the  fixth,  but  in  the  fourth 
chapter. 

He  makes  Plutarch  affirm,  that 
women  are  incapable  of  real  love. 
He  does  not  confider  that  thi-  fen- 
timent  is  put  into  the  mouth  of 
one  of  Plutarch's  Interlocutors,  and 
that  Greek,  too  fantaftic  in  his 
opinions,  is  feverely  reprimanded 
by  Daphneus,  in  favour  of  whom 
Plutarch  decides.  That  dialogue 
is  wholly  confecrated  to  the  ho- 
nour of  their  fex  :  but  Montefquieu 
read  too  fuperficially,  and  jadged 
too  haftily. 

From  the  fame  negligence  he 
fays,  that  the  grand  Signior  is  not 
obliged  by  lanv  to  keep  bis  njuord. — 
That  ad  lo<w  trades  were  infamous 
in  Greece. — 'That  be  laments  tbe 
blindnefs  of  Francis  /,  ivho  rejected 
tbe  propofal  of  Chr  if  other  Co/um.  us 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  Indies. — 
You  will  remark  that  Columbus 
had  difcovered  America  before 
Francis  I.  was  born. 

The  vivacity  of  his  genius  makes 
him  affert  in  the  fame  place,  Book 
IV.  Chap.  XIX.  that  the  council  of 
Spain  was  guilty  of  falje  policy   m 
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prohibiting  the  life  of  gold  in  embroid- 
ery, lace  and  gilding.  Such  a  laiv, 
fays  he,  'would  be  Jimilar  to  one  ive 
may  fuppofe  pajl  in  Holland,  prohi- 
biting cinamon.  He  does  not  re- 
flect that  the  Spaniards  had  no  ma- 
nufactures, that  they  would  have 
been  obliged  to  buy  their  fluffs 
and  gold  lace  from  other  nations, 
and  that  the  Dutch  could  purchafe 
cinamon  only  at  their  own  mark- 
ets, becaufe  it  grows  no  where  but 
in  their  dominions. 

Almoft  all  the  examples  that  he 
adduces,  are  taken  from  unknown 
nations,  in  the  remoteft  parts  of 
Afia,  upon  the  credit  of  ill-inform- 
ed or  lying  travellers. 

He  affirms  that  there  are  no  na- 
vigable rivers  in  Perfia,  except  the 
Cirus  ;  he  forgets  that  they  have 
the  Euphrates,  the  Oxus,  the 
Araxes,  the  Phrafis,  the  Cirus, 
and  the  Indus  itfelf,  whofe  itream 
has  long  flowed  under  the  laws  of 
the  Kings  of  Perfia.  Chardin,  in 
the  third  volume  of  his  travels, 
affures  us,  that  the  river  Zende- 
roude,  which  runs  through  Ifpa- 
phan,  is  as  large  as  the  Seine  at 
Paris,  and  that  it  often  drowns 
the  houfes  on  the  Quays  of  the 
city. 

Unluckily  the  whole  fyflem  of 
the  /pint  of  laws  is  built  upon  an 
anrithefis  which  is  falfe  in  fact. 
He  maintains  that  Monarchies  are 
efablijked  u~on  the  principle  of  ho- 
nour, and  Republics  upon  that  of  -vir- 
tue ;  and  in  order  to  fupport  that 
pretended  ben  met,  he  fays,  (Book 
III.  Ch.  VII.)  the  nature  of  honour 
is  to  require  preferences,  and  diflinc- 
tions  ;  therefore  honour,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing,  is  proptrly  placed 
in  Monarchical  Governments.  —  He 
ought  to  reflect  that  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing,  the  Romans,  in 
the  time  of  the  republic,  intrigued 


for  the  Prstorfhip,  the  Conful- 
fhip,  the  Triumph,  Crowns  and 
Statues. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point 
out  feveral  miftakes  in  that  book, 
which,  in  other  refpects,  is  an  ad- 
mirable performance.  I  fball  nit 
be  furprifed  if  that  celebrated 
work  appear  to  you  to  contain 
more  epigrammatic  point  than 
found  reaioning  ;  and  yet  it 
abounds  with  fo  much  wit  and  ge- 
nius, that  it  will  always  be  pre- 
ferred to  Grotius  and  Puffendorf; 
— their  misfortune  is  to  be  tire- 
fome  ;  they  are  rather  heavy  than 
grave. 

Grotius,  whom  you  attack  with 
fo  much  juftice,  extorted  from  his 
age  a  reputation  which  he  was  far 
from  deierving.  His  Treatife  on 
the  Chrifiian  Religion  is  not  elteem- 
ed  by  men  of  real  learning.  He 
there  fays,  book  i,  ch.  xxii.  That 
the  general  conflagration  is  foretold  in 
Hyjlajpts  and  the  Sybilline  Oracles. 
To  their  teflimony  he  *rids  thofe 
of  Ovid  and  Lucan. — He  quotes 
Lycophron  to  prove  the  hi  ft  cry  of 
Jonas. 

If  you  would  form  a  judgment 
of  the  character  of  Grotius'-s  ge- 
nius, read  his  harangue  to  Anne  of 
Aujlria  on  the  fubjeft  of  her  preg- 
nancy. He  compares  her  to  the 
jfenvefs  Anne,  who  had  children  in 
her  old  age.  He  fays  that  the 
dolphins,  when  they  frifk  upon 
the  water,  announce  an  approach- 
ing calm,  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  little  Dauphin  that  leaped  in 
her  womb,  progo  incated  a  ceffa- 
tion  of  the  troubles  of  the  king- 
dom. 

I  could  quote  you  a  hundred  ex- 
amples of  this  pedantic  eloquence 
in  that  Grotius,  who  ha*  been  the 
object  of  fo  great  admiration. 
Time   is   requiiite  in  order  to  ap- 
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pretiate  books,  and  fix  the  fcale  of 
reputations. 

Be  not  afraid  that  people  of  the 
lower    rank    will    read    Puffendorf 
and   Grotius  ;     they    are   not   fond 
of  dull  amulements,     They   would 
rather  chooie,    if  they   were  capa- 
ble,   to   read  fome  chapters  of  the 
fpirit   of  laws,  which  are  level  to 
every    capacity,    becaufe   they    are 
written  with  great  eale  and  beauty. 
But    let    us   make   a   diftinclion   in 
what  you  call   the  people,   between 
the  profeflions  which  require  a  de- 
cent  education,    and    thofe    which 
require  only  the  labour  of  the  hands 
and  daily   fatigue.     This  laft  clafs 
js  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  fole 
relaxation  and  pleafure  of  its  mem- 
ber.-,  are   to  go  to  high  mafs  and 
the   tavern,   becaufe  there  they  hear 
iing-ng   and  fing   themfelves. — But 
for    r.ifans  of  a  higher  order,  whofe 
pi  ( feflions   require    a    confiderable 
degree  of  reflection,  to  perfect  their 
talte  and  extend   their  knowledge  ; 
t  ey   begin  to  apply  themfelves  to 
reading  all  over  Europe. — In  Paris 
you    fcarte    know    the    Swifs,    but 
from     thofe    of    that    nation    who 
ferve  as  porters  at  noblemen's  gates, 
or    the    characters    which    Moliere 
has  introduced    (peaking  an   unin- 
telligible  jargon    in    fome    farces  : 
but   the  Parifians   would  be  amaz- 
ed,   were    they   to  fee  the  manufac- 
turers in  almolr.  every  town  in  Swif- 
ferland,  elpecially  in  Geneva,    de- 
voting   to    ftudy    the    time    which 
cannot    be    confecrated    to    labour. 
No,    fir,    all    is    not    loft,    the   mo- 
ment the  people  are  put   into  a  condi- 
tion   of  perceiving   that  they  have  a 
foul.     On  the  contrary,    all    is   loft 
when  they  are  treated   like  a   herd 
of  bulls  ;  for,   (boner  or  later,  they 
butt  )ou.yvith  their  horns.     Do  you 
belirve  that  the  people  read  and  rea- 
pplied in  the  time  of  the  wars  between 


the  red  and  white  rofe  in  England  ; 
in  that  which  brought  Charles  I. 
to  the  Scaffold  ;  in  the  horrors  of 
the  Armagnacs  and  Rourguignons,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  the  League  ?  The 
people,  ignorant  ai:d  ferocious, 
were  fpirited  on  by  a  few  fanaiic 
doctors,  who  cried  out,  kill  all  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  J  would 
defy  Cromwell  now  to  turn  Eng 
land  upfide  down  by  his  jargon  o: 
an  Energumsn ;  John  of  Leyden  to 
make  himfelf  King  of  Munirc;  , 
and  Cardinal  de  Retz  to  form  the 
barricades  at  Paris.  To  conclude, 
fir,  you  ought  not  to  prohibit  met. 
from  reading  : — you  would  lote 
too  much  by  it. 

Religious  Perfection  ;  a  Fragment 
of  the  hook  of  Genefis,  lately  dif- 
covered  by  an  eminent  Philcfo- 
pher. 

i    A   ND    Abraham   was   fitting 
J~\  at   the   door   of  his    tent, 
under  the  (hade  of  his  fig-tree. 

2  And  it  came  to  pafs  that  a 
man,  ftricken  with  years,  bearing 
a  ftaif  in  his  hand,  journeyed  that 
way.     And  it  was  noon-day. 

3  And  Abraham  faid  unto  the 
ftranger,  Pafs  not  by,  I  pray  thee  ; 
but  come  in  and  walh  thy  feet,  and 
tarry  here  until  the  evening  ;  for 
thou  art  ftricken  with  years,  and 
the  heat  overcometh  thee. 

4  And  the  ftranger  left  his  llafF 
at  the  door,  and  entered  into  the 
tent  of  Abraham. 

5  And  he  repofed  himfelf;  and 
Abraham  fet  before  him  bread, 
with  cakes  of  fine  meal  baked  upon 
the  hearth  : 

6  And  Abraham  blcfied  the 
bread,  giving  God  thanks  ;  But  the 
ftranger  did  eat  and  refufed  to  pr;;y 
unto  the  moil  High  ;  faying,  thy 
Lord  is  not  the  God  of  my  fathers. 

7  And 
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foregoing,    as   well   as   fubfequenc 
reafonings. 

When  we  confider  the  condition 
of  another  perfon,  efpecially  if  it 
feem  to  be  pleafurable  or  painful, 
we  are  apt  to  fancy  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  condition,  and  to  feel  in  fome 
degree  the  pain  or  pleafure  that  we 
think  we  Ihould  feel  if  we  were 
really  in  that  condition.  Hence 
the  good  of  others  becomes  in  fome 
meafure  our  good,  and  their  evil 
our  evil  ;  the  obvious  effect  of 
which  is,  to  bind  men  more  clofely 
together  in  fociety,  and  prompt 
them  to  promote  the  good,  and  re- 
lieve the  diftreffes,  of  one  another. 
Sympathy  with  diftrefs  is  called 
companion  or  pity  ;  fympathy  with 
happinefs  has  no  particular  name  ; 
but,  when  expreffed  in  words  to 
the  happy  perfon,  is  termed  con- 
gratulation. 

We  fympathife,  in  fome  degree, 
even  with  things  inanimate.  To 
lofe  a  ftaff  we  have  long  worn,  to 
fee  in  ruins  a  houfe  in  which  we 
have  long  lived,  may  affedl  us 
with  a  momentary  concern,  though 
in  point  of  value  the  lofs  be  no- 
thing. With  the  dead  we  fympa- 
thiie,  and  even  with  thofe  circum- 
ftances  of  their  condition  whereof 
we  know  that  they  are  utterly  in- 
fenfible  ;  fuch  as,  their  being  fhut 
up  in  a  cold  and  lolitary  grave, 
excluded  from  the  light  of  the  fun* 
and  from  all  the  pleafures  of  life, 
and  liable  in  a  fe.v  years  to  be  for- 
gotten for  ever.  —  Towards  the 
brute  creation  our  fympathy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  ftrong,  they  being 
percipient  creatures  like  ourfelves. 
A  merciful  man  is  merciful  to 
his  beaft  ;  and  that  perfon  would 
be  deemed  melancholy  or  hard- 
hearted, who  Ihould  fee  the  friik- 
ing  lamb,  or  hear  the  cheaxful  fong 

Of 


7  And  Abraham  was  exceeding 
wroth  ;  and  he  called  his  fervants, 
and  they  beat  the  Granger,  and 
drove  him  into  the  wildernefs. 

8  Now  in  the  evening  Abraham 
lifted  up  his  voice  and  prayed  unto 
the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  faid,  Abra- 
ham, where  is  the  ftranger  that  fo- 
journed  this  day  with  thee  r 

9  And  Abraham  anfwered  and 
-'aid,  Behold,  O  Lord  t-  he  eat  of 
thy  bread,  and  would  not  give  thee 
thanks  ;  therefore  did  1  chaftife 
him,  and  drive  him  from  my  pre- 
tence into  the  wildernefs. 

io  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Abra- 
ham, Thou  haft  done  evil  in  my 
fight. 

1 1  Have  I  not  borne  with  thy 
tranfgreflions  thefe  fourfcore  and  ten 
years ;  and  couldft  not  thou  bear 
for  one  day  with  the  infirmities  of 
thy  brother  ? 

12  Arife,  and  follow  the  ftrang- 
er ;  and  carry  with  thee  oil  and 
wine  ;  and  anoint  his  bruifes,  and 
fpeak  kindly  unto  him. 

I  j  For  1  the  Lord  thy  God,  am 
a  jealous  God,  and  judgment  be- 
longeth  alone  unto  me, 

14  And  Abraham  arofe  ;  and 
he  put  on  fackcloth  and  afhes,  and 
went  out  into  the  wildernefs,  to  do 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him. 


Of  Sympathy. — From   Dr.    Beattie'j 
EJJay  on  Mujic  and  Poetry. 

AS  a  great  part  of  the  pleafure 
we  derive  from  poetry  de- 
pends on  our  fympathetic  feelings, 
the  philolophy  of  fympathy  ought 
always  to  form  a  part  of  the  fcience 
of  criticifm.  On  this  fubjccl, 
therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  fubjuin  a 
few  brief  remarks,  that  may  pof- 
(ibly  throw  light  on  fome  of  the 
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of  the  lark,  or  obferve  the  tranf- 
port  of  the  dog  when  he  finds  the 
mailer  he  had  loft,  without  any 
participation  of  their  joy.  There 
are  few  paffages  of  defcriptive  poe- 
try into  which  we  enter  with  a 
more  hearty  fellow-feeling,  than 
where  Virgil  and  Lucretius  paint 
fo  admirably,  the  one  the  forrow 
of  a  fleer  for  the  lofs  of  his  fellow, 
the  other  the  affliction  of  a  cow 
deprived  of  her  calf. — But  our  fym- 
pathy  exerts  itfelf  moft  powerfully 
towards  our  fellow-men :  and, 
other  circumftances  being  equal,  is 
ftronger  or  weaker,  according  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  nearly  con- 
nected with  us,  and  their  condition 
more  or  lefs  fimilar  to  our  own. 

We  often  fympathife  with  one 
another,  when  the  perfon  princi- 
pally concerned  has  little  fenfe  of 
either  good  or  evil.  We  blufh  for 
another's  ill-breeding,  even  when 
we  know  that  he  himfelf  is  not 
aware  of  it.  We  pity  a  madman, 
though  we  believe  him  to  be  happy 
in  his  phrenfy.  We  tremble  for  a 
mafon  ftanding  on  a  high  fcaf- 
fold,  though  we  know  that  cuftom 
has  made  it  quite  familiar  to  him. 
It  gives  us  pain  to  fee  another  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice,  though 
we  be  fecure  ourfelves,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  his  circumfpe&ion. 
In  thefe  cafes,  it  would  feem,  that 
our  fympathy  is  raifed,  not  fo 
much  by  our  reflecting  on  what 
others  really  feel,  as  by  a  lively 
conception  of  what  they  would  feel 
if  their  nature  were  exactly  fuch  as 
ours  ;  or  of  what  we  ourfelves 
fhould  feel,  if  we  were  in  their 
condition,  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  we  have  at  prefent. 

Many  of  our  paflions  may  be 
communicated  and  ftrengthtned  by 
fympathy.     If  we  go  into  a  chear- 


ful  company,  we  become  chearfu! ; 
if  into  a  mournful  one,  we  become 
fad.  The  prefence  of  a  great  mul- 
titude engaged  in  devotion,  tends 
to  make  us  devout.  Cowards  have 
behaved  valiantly,  when  all  their 
companions  were  valiant ;  and  the 
timidity  of  a  few  has  ftruck  a  panic 
into  a  whole  army. — We  are  not, 
however,  much  inclined  to  fympa- 
thife with  violent  anger,  jealoufy, 
envy,  malevolence,  and  other  fan- 
guinary  or  unnatural  paffions  :  we 
rather  take  part  againll  them,  and 
fympathife  with  thofe  perfons  who 
are  in  danger  from  them  ;  becaufe 
we  can  more  eafily  enter  into  their 
diftrefs,  and  fuppofe  ourfelves  in 
their  condition.  But  indignation 
at  vice,  particularly  at  ingratitude, 
cruelty,  treachery,  and  the  like, 
when  we  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  cafe,  awakens  in  us  a  moft  in- 
tenfe  fellow-feeling:  and  the  fatif- 
faclion  we  are  confeious  of,  when 
fuch  crimes  are  adequately  punifh- 
ed,  though  fomewhat  ftern  and 
gloomy,  is  however  fincere,  and 
by  no  means  difhonourable  or  de- 
trimental to  our  moral  nature  ;  nor 
at  all  inconfiftent  with  that  pity, 
which  the  fufferings  of  the  crimi- 
nal extort  from  us,  when  we  are 
made  to  conceive  them  in  a  lively 
manner. 

Of  fympathy  all  men  are  not 
equally  fufceptible.  They  who 
have  a  lively  imagination,  keen 
feelings,  and  what  we  call  a  ten- 
der heart,  are  moft  fubject  to  it. 
Habits  of  attention,  the  ftudy  of 
the  works  of  nature,  and  of  the  beft 
performances  in  art,  experience  of 
adverfity,  the  love  of  virtue  and  of 
mankind,  tend  greatly  to  cherifh 
it;  and  thofe  pallions  whereof*  felf 
is  the  objeft,  as  pride,  feif-conceit, 
the  love  of  money,  fenfuality,  en- 
vy* 
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vy,  vanity,  have  a  tendency  no 
lets  powerful  to  deftroy  it.  No- 
thing renders  a  man  more  amiable, 
or  more  ufeful,  than  a  difpofition 
to  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice, 
and  to  weep  with  thofe  that  weep  ; 
to  enter  heartily,  not  officioufly, 
into  the  concerns  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  ;  to  comply  with  the  in- 
nocent humour  of  his  company, 
more  attentive  to  them  than  to 
himfelf,  and  to  avoid  every  occa- 
fion  of  giving  pain  or  offence  And 
nothing  but  downright  immorality 
is  more  difagreeable,  than  that 
perfon  is,  who  affe&s  bluntnefs  of 
manner,  and  would  be  thought  at 
all  times  to  fpeak  all  that  he  thinks 
whether  people  take  it  well  or  ill; 
or  than  thofe  pedants  are,  of  what- 
ever profeflion,  (for  we  have  them 
of-  all  profeiliuns),  who,  without 
minding  others,  or  entering  into 
their  views  of  things,  are  conti- 
nually obtruding  themfelves  upon 
the  converfation,  and  their  own 
concerns,  and  the  fentiments  and 
language  peculiar  to  their  own 
trades  and  fraternities.  This  be- 
haviour, though  under  the  name  of 
plain-dealing  it  may  arrogate  a  fu- 
periority  to  artificial  rules,  is  ge- 
nerally the  effect  of  pride,  igno- 
rance, or  ftupidity,  or  rather  of 
all  the  three  in  conjunction.  A 
modeft  man,  who  fympathetically 
attends  to  the  condition  and  fenti- 
mentr  of  otners,  will  of  his  own 
accord  make  thofe  allowances  in 
their  favour,  which  he  wilhes  to  be 
made  in  his  own  ;  and  will  think 
it  as  much  his  duty  to  promote 
their  happinefs,  as  he  thinks  it 
theirs  to  promote  his.  And  fuch  a 
man  is  well  principled  in  equity, 
as  well  as  in  good- breeding :  and 
though,  from  an  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  forms,  or  from  his  having 


had  but  few  opp  'r:unities  to  put 
them  in  practice,  his  manner  may 
not  be  fo  graceful,  or  fo  eafy, 
as  could  be  wifhed,  he  will  never 
give  offence  to  any  perfon  of  pe- 
netration and  good  nature. 

With  feelings  which  we  do  not 
approve,  or  have  not  experienced, 
we  are  not  apt  to  fympathife.  The 
dilrrefs  of  the  mifer  when  his  hoard 
is  ftolen,  of  the  fop  when  he  foils 
his  fine  jubilee  cloaks,  of  the 
vaunting  coxcomb  when  his  lies 
are  detected,  of  the  unnatural  pa- 
rent when  his  daughter  efcapes 
with  a  deferving  lover,  is  more 
l'kely  to  move  laugher  than  com - 
parfion.  At  Sparta,  every  father 
h^d  1  he  privilege  of  correcting  any 
child  ;  he  who  had  experience  of 
paternal  tenderr.eis  being  fuppofei 
incapable  of  wounding  a  parent's 
fenhbility  by  unjull  or  rigorous 
chaltifement.  When  the  cardinal 
of  Milan  would  expoftulate  with 
the  Lady  Conltance  upon  her  vio- 
lent forrow  for  the  lofs  of  her  child, 
fhe  anfwers,  but  without  deigning 
to  addrefs  her  anfwer  to  one  who 
fhe  knew  could  be  no  competent 
}udge  of  her  cafe,    "  He  fpeaks  to 

me  who  never  had  a  fon." The 

Greeks  and  Romans  were  as  emi- 
nent for  public  fpirit,  and  for  pa- 
rer.t.,1  afTvction,  as  we;  but,  for  a 
reafon  ehewhere  aifigned,  knew 
little  of  that  romantic  love  between 
unmarried  perfon.,  which  modern 
manners  and  novels  have  a  ten- 
derer to  infpjre.  Accordingly  the 
diitreis  in  their  tragedies  often 
arofe  from  patriotifm,  and  from 
the  conjugal  and  filial  charities, 
but  not  from  the  romantic  paflion 
whereof  we  now  fpeak.  But  there 
are  few  Engliih  tragedies,  and  flill 
fewer  French,  wherein  fome  love- 
pffair    is    not   connected    with    the 

plot. 
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plot.  This  always  raifes  our  fym- 
pathy;  but  would  not  have  been 
fo  interefting  to  the  Greeks  or  Ro- 
mans, becaufe  they  were  not  much 
acquainted  with  the  refinements  of 
this  pafiion. 

Sympathy,  as  the  means  of  con- 
veying certain  feelings  from  one 
breaft  to  another,  might  be  made 
a  powerful  inftrument  of  moral  dif- 
cipline,  if  poets,  and  other  wri- 
ters of  fable,  were  careful  to  call 
forth  our  fenfibility  towards  thofe 
emotions  only  that  favour  virtue, 
and  invigorate  the  human  mind. 
Fictions,  that  breathe  the  fpirit  of 
patriotifm  or  valour ;  that  make 
us  fympathife  with  the  parental, 
conjugal,  or  filial  charities ;  that 
recommend  misfortune  to  our  pity, 
or  expofe  crimes  to  our  abhorrence, 
may  certainly  be  ufeful  in  a  moral 
view,  by  cherifhing  paflions,  that, 
while  they  improve  the  heart,  can 
hardly  be  indulged  to  excefs.  But 
thofe  dreadful  tales,  that  only  give 
anguifh  to  the  reader,  can  never 
do  any  good  :  they  fatigue,  ener- 
vate, and  overwhelm  the  foul :  and 
when  the  calamities  they  defcribe 
are  made  to  fall  upon  the  innocent, 
our  moral  principles  are  in  fome 
danger  of  a  temporary  deprava- 
tion from  the  perufal,  whatever  re- 
femblancc  the  fable  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  bear  to  the  events  of  real 
life.  Some  late  authors  cf  fiction 
feem  to  have  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  them,  not  only  to  touch  the 
heart,  but  to  tear  it  in  pieces. 
They  heap  "  misfortune  on  mif- 
fortune,  grief  on  grief,"  without 
end,  and  without  mercy  :  which 
cifcompofes  the  reader  too  much  to 
give  him  either  pleafure  or  im- 
provement ;  and  is  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  wifer  ancients, 
vhofe  moft  pathetic  fcenes  were 
^e.ierally  ihon. 


It  is  faid,  that  at  the  firft  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Furies  of  Efchylus, 
the  horror  of  the  fpectacle  was  fo 
great,  that  feveral  women  mif- 
carried  ;  which  was  indeed  pathos 
with  a  vengeance.  But  though  the 
truth  of  that  ftory  mould  be  quef- 
tioned,  it  admits  of  no  doubt,  that 
objects  of  grief  and  horror  too 
much  enlarged  on  by  the  poet  or 
novelift  may  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  give  more  pain  than 
pleafure,  to  the  mind  of  the  reader. 
Surely  this  mull  be  contrary  to  the 
efTential  rules  of  art,  whether  we 
confider  poetry  as  intended  to  pleafe 
that  it  may  inftruct,  or  to  inftruct 
that  it  may  the  more  effectually 
pleafe.  And  fuppofing  the  real 
evils  of  life  to  be  as  various  and 
important  as  is  commonly  believed, 
we  mult  be  thought  to  confult  our 
own  intereft  very  abfurdly,  if  we 
feek  to  torment  ourfelves  with  ima- 
ginary misfortune.  Horace  infi- 
nuates,  that  the  ancient  Satyric 
Drama  (a  fort  of  burlefque  tragi- 
comedy) was  contrived  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  more  diforderly 
part  of  the  audience  ;  and  our  cri- 
tics afTure  us,  that  the  modern 
farce  is  addrefled  to  the  upper  gal- 
lery, where,  it  is  fuppofed,  there 
is  no  great  relilh  for  the  fublime 
graces  of  the  Tragic  Mufe.  Yet 
I  believe  thefe  little  pieces,  if  con- 
fident with  decency,  will  be  found 
neither  unpleafant  nor  unprofitable 
even  to  the  moft  learned  fpectator. 
A  man,  efpecially  if  advanced  in 
years,  would  not  chufe  to  go  home 
with  that  gloom  upon  his  mind 
which  an  affecting  tragedy  is  in- 
tended to  diffufe  :  and  if  the  play 
has  conveyed  any  found  inftrudtion, 
there  is  no  rifk  of  its  being  difli- 
pated  by  a  little  innocent  mirth. 

Upon  the  fame  principle,  I  con- 
fefs,  that  I  am  not  offended  with 

thofe 
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thofe  comic  Scenes  wherewith  our 
great  dramatic  poet  has  occafional- 
]y  thought  proper  to  diverfify  his 
tragedies.  Such  a  licence  will  at 
leaft  be  allowed  to  be  more  pardon- 
able in  him,  than  it  would  be  in 
other  tragic  poets.  They  muft 
make  their  way  to  the  heart,  as  an 
army  does  to  a  ftrong  fortification, 
by  flow  and  regular  approaches ; 
becaufe  they  cannot,  like  Shake- 
fpeare,  take  it  at  once,  and  by 
ftorm.  In  their  pieces,  therefore, 
a  mixture  of  comedy  might  have 
as  bad  an  effect,  as  if  befiegers 
were  to  retire  from  the  out-works 
they  had  gained,  and  leave  the 
enemy  at  leifure  to  fortify  them  a 
fecond  time.  But  Shakefpeare  pe- 
netrates the  heart  by  a  fingle  effort, 
and  can  make  us  as  fad  in  the  pre- 
fent  fcene,  as  if  we  had  not  been 
merry  in  the  former.  With  fuch 
powers  as  he  poflefled  in  the  pa- 
thetic, if  he  had  made  his  trage- 
dies uniformly  mournful  or  terrible 
from  beginning  to  end,  no  perfon 
of  fenfibility  would  have  been  able 
to  fupport  the  reprefentation. — As 
to  the  probability  of  thefe  mixed 
compofitions,  it  admits  of  no  doubt. 
Nature  every  where  prefents  a  fimi- 
lar  mixture  of  tragedy  and  comedy, 
of  joy  and  forrow,  of  laughter  and 
folemnity,  in  the  common  affairs 
of  life.  The  fervants  of  a  court 
know  little  of  what  pafles  among 
princes  and  ftatefmen,  and  may 
therefore,  like  the  porter  in  Mac- 
beth, be  very  jocular  when  their 
fuperiors  are  in  deep  diftrefs.  The 
death  of  a  favourite  child  is  a  great 
affliction  to  parents  and  friends ; 
but  the  man  who  digs  the  grave 
may,  like  Goodman  Delver  in 
Hamlet,  be  very  chearful  while  he 
is  going  about  his  work.  A  con- 
spiracy may  be  dangerous  ;   but  the 


conftable  who  apprehends  the  trai- 
tors rray,  like  Dogberry,  be  a  lu- 
dicrous character,  and  his  very  ab- 
furdities  may  be  inftrumental  in 
bringing  the  plot  to  light,  as  well 
as  in  delaying  or  hardening  forward 
the  difcovery.  —  I  grant,  that  com- 
pofitions, like  thofe  I  would  now 
apologize  for,  cannot  properly  be 
called  either  tragedies  or  comedies : 
but  the  name  is  of  no  confequence  ; 
let  them  be  called  Plays ;  and  if  in 
them  nature  is  imitated  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  give  pleafure  and  inftruc- 
tion,  they  are  as  well  entitled  to 
the  denomination  of  Dramatic 
Poems,  as  any  thing  in  Sophocles, 
Racine,  or  Voltaire. But  to  re- 
turn : 

Love  is  another  "  tyrant  of  the 
throbbing  breaft,"  of  whom  they 
who  wifh  to  fee  the  ftage  trans- 
formed into  a  fchool  of  virtue,  com- 
plain, that  his  influence  in  the  mo- 
dern drama  is  too  defpotical.  Love, 
kept  within  due  bounds,  is  no 
doubt,  as  the  fong  fays,  "  a  gen- 
tle and  a  generous  paflion  ;"  but 
no  other  paflion  has  fo  itrong  a  ten- 
dency to  tranfgrefs  the  due  bounds  : 
and  the  frequent  contemplation  of 
its  various  ardours  and  agonies,  as 
exhibited  in  plays  and  novels,  can 
fcarce  fail  to  enervate  the  mind, 
and  to  raife  emotions  and  fympa- 
thies  unfriendly  to  innocence.  And 
certain  it  is,  that  fables  in  which 
there  is  neither  love  nor  gallantry, 
may  be  made  highly  interesting 
even  to  the  fancy  and  affedtions  of 
a  modern  reader.  This  appears, 
not  only  from  the  writings  of 
Shakefpeare,  and  other  great  au- 
thors, but  from  the  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
grefs  of  Bunyan,  and  the  hiftory  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe  :  than  which  laft, 
there  is  not  perhaps  in  any  lan- 
guage a  more  interetfing  narrative  ; 
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or  a  tale  better  contrived  for  com- 
municating to  the  reader  a  lively 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  me- 
chanic arts,  of  the  fweets  of  focial 
life,  and  of  the  dignity  of  inde- 
pendence. 


On  the  Utility  of  Clajjical  Learning  ; 
by  the  fame. 

THE  mental  faculties  of  chil- 
dren ftand  as  much  in  need 
of  improvement,  and  confequently 
of  exercife,  as  their  bodily  powers. 
Nor  is  it  of  fmall  importance  to 
devife  fome  mode  of  difcipline  for 
fixing  their  attention.  When  this 
is  not  done,  they  become  thought- 
lefs  and  diffipated  to  a  degree  that 
often  unfits  them  for  the  bufinefs  of 
life. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  had  a 
juft  fenfe  of  the  value  of  this  part 
of  education.  The  youth  of  Sparta, 
when   their  more  violent  exercifes 
were  over,  employed  themfelves  in 
works    of  ftratagem  ;    which   in   a 
date,    where   wealth    and    avarice 
were    unknown,    could   hardly    be 
carried     to     any   criminal    excefs. 
When  they   met  together  for  con- 
versation,  their  minds  were  conti- 
nually exerted  in   judging  of  the 
morality  of  actions,  and  the  expe- 
diency  of  public    meafures  of  go- 
vernment;   or    in     bearing     with 
temper,  and  retorting  with  fpirit, 
the  farcafms  of  good-natured   rail- 
lery.    They    were   obliged   to  ex- 
press themfelves,  without  hesitation, 
in  the    feweft    and    plained    words 
poffible.      Thefe    inlHtutions    muft 
have   made    them    thoughtful,  and 
attentive,    and    obfervant    both    of 
men   and  things.     And  according- 
ly, their  good   fenfe,  and  penetra- 
tion,   and   their   nervous  and  Sen- 


tentious ftyle,  were  no  lefs  the  ad- 
miration of  Greece,  than  their  fo- 
briety,  patriotifm,  and  invincible 
courage.  For  the  talent  of  faying 
what  we  call  good  things  they  were 
eminent  among  all  the  nations  of 
antiquity.  As  they  never  piqued 
themfelves  on  their  rhetorical 
powers,  it  was  prudent  to  accuftom 
the  youth  to  filence  and  few  words. 
It  made  them  modeft  and  thought- 
ful. With  us  very  fprightly  chil- 
dren fometimes  become  very  dull 
men.  For  we  are  apt  to  reckon 
thofe  children  the  fprightlieft,  who 
talk  the  moll: :  and  as  it  is  not 
eafy  for  them  to  think  and  talk  at 
the  fame  time,  the  natural  effect  of 
their  too  much  fpeaking  is  too  lit- 
tle  thinking. At    Athens,    the 

youth  were  made  to  ftudy  their  own 
language  with  accuracy  both  in  the 
pronunciation     and     compofition  ; 
and  the  meaneft  of  the  people  va- 
lued  themfelves  upon  their  attain- 
ments in  this  way.     Their  orators 
muft  have  had  a  very  difficult  part 
to  aft,  when    by   the   flighteft  im- 
propriety  they    ran    the  hazard  of 
difgufting  the  whole  audience  :  and 
we  (hall  not  wonder  at  the  extraor- 
dinary   effects    produced     by     the 
harangues  of  Demofthenes,  or  the 
extraordinary  care  wherewith  thofe 
harangues    were    compofed,    when 
we    recollect,     that    the    minuteft 
beauty    in    his    performance    muft 
have    been    perceived  and  felt    by 
every    one   of  his  hearers.     It  has 
been    matter   of  furprife   to   fome, 
that  Cicero,  who  had   fo  true  a  re- 
lifh  for  the  fevere  Simplicity  of  the 
Athenian     orator,     fiiould    himfelf 
in  his  orations  have  adopted  a  ftyle 
fo  diffufe    and   declamatory.      But 
Cicero    knew    what   he   cfid.      He 
had   a   people  to   deal   with,  who, 
compared     with     the     Athenian*, 
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to  diftinguiih  himfelf  in  a  civil  or 
military  capacity,  all  the  youth 
were  ambitious  to  acquire  it.  The 
ftudy  of  the  law  was  alfo  a  matter 
of  general  concern.  Even  the  chil- 
dren ufed  in  their  diverfions  to 
imitate  the  procedure  of  public 
trials ;  one  accufing,  and  another 
defending,  the  fuppofed  criminal  : 
and  the  youth,  and  many  of  the 
moft  refpectable  ftatefmen,  through 
the  whole  of  their  lives,  allotted 
part  of  their  leifure  to  the  exercife 
of  declaiming  on  fuch  topics  as 
might  come  to  be  debated  in  the 
forum,  in  the  fenate,  or  before 
the  judges.  Their  domeftic  difci- 
pline  was  very  ftrict.  Some  anci- 
ent matron,  of  approved  virtue, 
was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
children  in  their  earlieft  years ; 
before  whom  every  thing  criminal 
in  word  or  deed  was  avoided  as  a 
heinous  enormity.  This  venerable 
perfon  was  careful  both  to  inftil 
good  principles  into  her  pupils,  and 
alfo  to  regulate  their  amufements, 
and,  bv  preferving  their  minds 
pure  from  moral  turpitude,  and  in- 
tellectual depravation,  to  prepare 
them  for  the  iludy  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences.  —  It  may  alfo  be 
remarked,  th.it  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  were  more  ^accurate  flu- 
dents  than  the  moderns  are.  They 
had  few  books,  and  thofe  they  had 
were  not  eafily  come  at :  what 
they  read,  therefore,  they  read 
thoroughly.  I  know  not,  whether 
their  way  of  writing  and  making 
up  their  volumes,  as  it  rendered 
the  perufal  move  difficult,  might 
not  alfo  occafion  a  more  durable 
remembrance.  From  their  con- 
verfation-pieces,  and  other  wri- 
tings, it  appears,  that  they  had  a 
firgular  facility  in  quoting  their  fa- 
vourite   author*.      Demoilhenes    is 

faid 


might  be  called  illiterate  ;  and  to 
whom  Demofthenes  would  have 
appeared  as  cold  and  uninterefting, 
as  Cicero  would  have  feemed  pom- 
pous and  inflated  to  the  people  of 
Athens.  In  every  part  of  learn- 
ing the  Athenians  were  ftudious  to 
excel.  Rhetoric  in  all  its  branches 
was  to  them  an  object  of  principal 
confideration.  From  the  ftory  of 
Socrates  we  may  learn,  that  the 
literary  fpiritwas  keener  at  Athens, 
even  in  that  corrupted  age,  than 
at  any  period  in  any  other  country. 
If  a  perfon  of  mean  condition, 
and  of  the  loweft  fortune,  with  the 
talents  and  temper  of  Socrates, 
were  now  to  appear,  inculcating 
virtue,  difTuading  from  vice,  and 
recommending  a  right  ufe  of  rea- 
fon,  not  with  the  grimace  of  an 
enthufiaft,  or  the  rant  of  a  de- 
claimer,  but  with  good  humour, 
plain  language,  and  found  argu- 
ment, we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the 
youth  of  high  rank  would  pay  him 
much  attention  in  any  part  of  Eu- 
rope. As  a  juggler,  gambler,  or 
atheift,  he  might  perhaps  attract 
their  notice,  and  have  the  honour 
to  do  no  little  mifchief  in  fome  of 
our  clubs  of  young  worthies ;  but 
from  virtue  and  modefty,  clothed 
in  rags,  I  fear  they  would  not  wil- 
lingly   receive     improvement. 

The  education  of  the  Romans, 
from  the  time  they  began  to  afpire 
to  a  literary  character,  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Athenians.  The 
children  were  taught  to  fpeak  their 
own  language  with  purity,  and 
made  to  ftudy  and  tranflate  the 
Greek  authors.  The  laws  of  the 
twelve  tables  they  committed  to 
memory.  And  as  the  talent  of 
public  fpeaking  was  not  only  orna- 
mental, but  even  a  neceffary  qua- 
lification, to  every  man  who  wilhed 
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faid  to  have  tranfcribed  Thucy- 
dides  eight  times,  and  to  have  got 
a  great  part  of  him  by  heart.  This 
is  a  degree  of  accuracy  which  the 
greater  part  of  modern  readers  have 
no  notion  of.  We  feem  to  think 
it  more  creditable  to  read  many 
books  fuperficially,  than  to  read  a 
few  good  ones  with  care  ;  and  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  by  the  latter  me- 
thod we  fhould  cultivate  our  facul- 
ties, and  increafe  our  ftock  of  rear 
knowledge,  more  efFe&ually,  and 
perhaps  more  fpeedily,  than  we 
can  do  by  the  former,  which  indeed 
tends  rather  to  bewilder  the  mind, 
than  to  improve  it.  Every  man, 
who  pretends  to  a  literary  charac- 
ter, muft  now  read  a  number  of 
books,  whether  well  or  ill  written, 
whether  inftruc~live  or  infigniiicant, 
merely  that  he  may  have  it  to  fay, 
that  he  has  read  them.  And  there- 
fore I  am  apt  to  think,  that,  in 
general,  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
muft  have  been  more  improved  by 
their  reading,  than  we  are  by  ours. 
As  books  multiply,  knowledge  is 
more  widely  ditfufed  ;  but  if  hu- 
man wildom  were  to  increafe  in  the 
fame  proportion,  what  children 
would  the  ancients  be,  in  compa- 
nion of  the  moderns  !  of  whom 
every  fubfcriber  to  the  circulating 
library  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  be  wifer  than  Socrates,  and 
more  accomplifhed  than  Julius  Ca- 
far ! 

I  mention  thefe  particulars  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  difcipline, 
in  order  to  fhow,  that,  although 
the  ancients  had  not  fo  many  lan- 
guages to  ftudy  as  we  have,  nor  fo 
many  books  to  read,  they  were 
however  careful,  that  the  faculties 
cf  their  children  fhould  neither 
larsguifh  for  want  of  exerciie,  nor 
be  exhaufted  in  frivolous  employ- 


ment. As  we  have  not  thought  fit 
to  imitate  them  in  this ;  as  moft 
of  the  children  in  modern  Europe, 
who  are  not  obliged  to  labour  for 
their  fuftenance,  muft  either  ftudy 
Greek  and  Latin,  or  be  idle ;  (for 
as  to  cards,  and  fome  of  the  late 
publications  of  Voltaire,  I  do  not 
think  the  ftudy  of  either  half  fo 
ufeful  or  fo  innocent  as  fhuttlecock) 
I  fhould  be  apprehenfive,  that,  if 
claffical  learning  were  laid  afide, 
nothing  would  be  fubftituted  in  its 
place,  and  that  our  youth  would 
become  altogether  diffipated.  In 
this  refpecl,  therefore,  namely,  as 
the  means  of  improving  the  facul- 
ties of  the  human  mind,  1  do  not 
fee,  how  the  ftudies  of  the  gram- 
mar-fchools  can  be  difpenfed  with. 
It  may  be  obferved  that  the 
ftudy  of  a  fyftem  of  grammar,  fo 
complex  and  fo  perfect  as  the 
Greek  or  Latin,  may,  with  pecu- 
liar propriety,  be  recommended  to 
children  ;  being  fuited  to  their  un- 
derftanding,  and  having  a  tendency 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  all 
their  mental  faculties.  In  this 
fcience,  abftrufe  as  it  is  commonly 
imagined  to  be,  there  are  few  or 
no  difficulties  which  a  mafter  may 
not  render  intelligible  to  any  boy 
of  good  parts,  before  he  is  twelve 
years  old.  Words,  the  matter  of 
this  fcience,  are  within  the  reach 
of  every  child  ;  and  of  thefe  the 
human  mind,  in  the  beginning  of 
life,  is  known  to  be  fufceptible  to 
an  aftoniihing  degree  :  and  yet  in 
this  fcience  there  is  a  fubtlety,  and 
a  variety,  fufficient  to  call  forth  all 
the  intelleclual  powers  of  the  young 
ftudent.  When  one  hears  a  boy 
analyfe  a  few  fentences  of  a  Latin 
author  ;  and  fhow  that  he  not  only 
knows  the  general  meaning,  and 
the  import  of  the  particular  words, 
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DUt  alfo  can  inftantly  refer  each 
word  to  its  clafs  ;  enumerate  all 
its  terminations,  fpecifying  every 
change  of  lenfe,  however  minute, 
that  may  be  produced  by  a  change 
of  inflexion  or  arrangement  ;  ex- 
plain its  fevefaj  dependencies  ; 
diflir.guim  the  literal  meaning  from 
the  figurative,  one  fpecies  of  figure 
from  another,  and  even  the  philo- 
fophical  uie  of  words  from  the  idio- 
matical,  and  the  vulgar  from  the 
elegant  ;  recollecting  occafionally 
other  words  and  phrafes  that  are 
fynonymous,  or  contrary,  or  of 
different  though  fimilar  fignifica- 
tion  ;  and  accounting  for  what  he 
fays,  either  from  the  reafon  of  the 
thing,  or  by  quoting  a  rule  of  art, 
or  a  clafiical  authority  : — one  mull 
be  fenfible,  that,  by  fuch  an  exer- 
cife,  the  memory  is  likely  to  be 
more  improved  in  ftrength  and 
readinefs,  the  attention  better  fixed, 
the  judgment  and  tafte  more  fuc- 
cefsfully  exerted,  and  a  habit  of 
reflection  and  fubtle  discrimination 
more  eafily  acquired,  than  it  could 
be  by  any  cher  employment  equal- 
ly fuited  to  the  capacity  of  child- 
hood.  A  year  pafTed  in  this  falu- 
tary  exercife  will  be  found  to  culti- 
vate the  human  faculties  more  than 
feven  fpent  in  prattling  that  French 
which  is  learned  by  rote :  nor 
would  a  complete  courfe  of  Vol- 
taire yield  half  fo  much  improve- 
ment to  a  young  mind,  a^  a  few 
books  of  a  good  claffic  author,  of 
Livy,  Cicero  or  Virgil,  ftudied 
in  this  accurate  manner. 


On  the   Conjlitution  of  Feudal  Mo- 
narchy— The  Dignity  ami  Re-venues 
of  the  King —  and  of  his  po-iuer  as 
to  the  raifing  of  Taxes  and  Subfi- 
Vol.  XX. 


dies.     From  Sullivan'*  Leftures  on. 
the  La~ajs  of  England. 

AS,  in  my  former  leclures,  I 
drew  a  general  fketch  of  the 
nature  and  form  of  the  govern- 
ments mat  prevailed  among  the 
northern  nations  whilft  they  re- 
mained in  Germany,  and  what  al- 
terations enfued  on  their  being  re- 
moved within  the  limits  of  the  Ro- 
man empire,  it  will  be  now  proper 
to  fliew,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
may  confift  with  clearnefs,  the  na- 
ture and  cor.ltkutiou  of  a  f. udaL 
monarchy,  when  eftates  were  be- 
come hereditary,  the  feveral  con- 
ilituent  parts  thereuf,  and  what 
were  the  chief  of  th^  peculiar  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  part.  This 
refearch  w»il  be  of  ufe,  not  only  to 
underftand  our  prefent  confiitution, 
which  is  derived  from  thence,  but 
to  make  us  admire  and  eiteeni  it, 
when  we  compare  it  with  that 
which  was  its  original,  and  ebferve 
the  many  improvements  it  has  un- 
dergone. From  hence,  likewife, 
be  determined  that  famous 
queftion,  whether  our  kings  were 
originally  abfolute,  and  all  our 
privileges  only  conceffions  of  theirs ; 
or  whether  the  chief  of  them  are 
not  originally  inherent  right.',  and 
coeval  with  the  monarchy  $  not., 
indeed,  in  all  the  fubjefts,  for  that, 
in  old  times,  was  not  the  cafe,  but 
in  all  that  were  freemen,  and,  as 
all  are  fuch  now,  do  confequcmly 
belong  to  all. 

To  begin  v  ith  the  king,  the 
head  of  the  political  body.  His 
dignity  and  power  were  great,  but 
not  abfolute  and  unlimited.  ir- 
deed,  it  was  impoflib  e,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  even  if  it  had  been 
dc;lared  fo  by  law,  that  it  could 
have  coniinued  in  that  fUte,  when 
N  U 
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he  had  no  ftanding  force,  and  the 
fword  was  in  the  hand  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  yet  it  mult  be  owned 
his  dignity  was  fo  high,  as  to  give 
a  fuperikial  obferver  fome  room,  if 
he  is  partially  inclined,  to  lean  to 
that  opinion.  All  the  lands  in  his 
dominions  were  holden  of  him. 
For,  by  dtgree?,  the  allodia  had 
been  changed  into,  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  derived  from,  his  ori- 
ginal grant,  and  confequently  re- 
vertible  to  him.  But  then,  the 
land  proprietors  had  (on  fulfilling 
the  conditions  they  were  bound  to) 
a  fecure  and  permanent  intereft  in 
their  poffeffions.  He  could  neither 
take  them  away  at  pleafure,  nor 
lay  taxes  or  talliages  on  them  by 
arbitrary  will,  which  would  have 
been  little  different.  Since,  in 
Magna  Charta,  we  find  the  people 
infifting  that  the  king  had  no  right 
to  affefs  the  quantity  of  efcuage, 
which  was  a  pecuniary  commuta- 
tion for  military  fervice,  nor  to  lay 
talliages  on  his  other  fubjecls,  but 
that  both  muft  be  done  in  parlia- 
ment. He  was  a  necefTary  party  to 
the  making  new  laws,  and  to  the 
changing  and  abrogating  old  ones; 
and  from  him  they  received  their 
binding  force,  infomuch  that  many 
old  laws,  though  paffed  in  parlia- 
ment, run  in  the  king's  name  only. 
For,  in  thofe  days,  perfons  were 
more  attentive  to  fubftance  than 
forms ;  and  it  was  not  then  even 
fufpecled,  in  any  nation  in  Europe, 
that  any  king  would  arrogate  to 
himfelf  a  power  fo  inconfiftent  with 
the  original  freedom  of  the  Ger- 
man nations.  Nay,  in  France,  to 
this  day,  the  king's  edicts  are  not 
laws  until  regillered  in  parlia- 
ment, which  implies  the  content 
of  the  people,  though  that  conlent 
is  too  often  extorted  by  the  violent 
power  that   monarch   has  affum.ed 


over  the  perfons  and  liberty  of  the 
members  of  that  body. 

The  dignity  of  the  king  was 
fupported,  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple, not  only  by  the  fplendor  of 
his  royalty,  but  by  the  lowly  re- 
verence paid  him  by  the  greateft  of 
his  lords.  At  folemn  feafts  they 
waited  on  him  on  the  knee,  or  did 
other  menial  offices  about  his  per- 
fon,  as  their  tenures  required,  and 
did  their  homage  and  fealty  with 
the  fame  lowly  and  humiliating 
circumitances  that  the  meaneft  of 
their  vaffals  paid  to  them.  His 
perfon  likewife  was  facred,  and 
guarded  by  the  law,  which  inflicted 
the  moil  horrible  punifhment  for 
attempts  againft  him  j  neither  was 
he  to  be  refilled,  or  accountable 
for  any  private  injury  done  per- 
fonally  by  himfelf,  on  any  account 
whatfoever.  For  the  ftate  thought 
it  better  to  fuffer  a  few  perfonal 
wrongs  to  individuals,,  than  to  en- 
danger the  fafery  of  the  whole,  by 
rendering  the  head  in  fecure. 

But  the  greatnefs  of  the  kingly 
power  confifted  in  his  being  entire- 
ly entrufled  with  the  executive 
part  of  the  government,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  At  home  juf- 
tice  was  adminiftered  in  his  name, 
and  by  officers  of  his  appointment. 
He  had,  likewife,  the  difpofal  of 
all  the  great  offices  of  th«  ftate, 
with  an  exception  of  fuch  as  had 
been  granted  by  his  predecefTbri 
in  fee,  and  of  all  other  offices  and 
employments  exercifed  in  the  king- 
dom immediately  under  him. 
Abroad  he  made  war  and  peace, 
treaties  and  truces,  he  as  pleafed. 
He  led  his  armies  in  perfon,  or  ap- 
pointed commanders  ;  and  exer- 
cifed, in  time  of  war,  that  abfo- 
lute  power  over  his  armies  that  is 
effenual  to  their  prefervation  and 
difcipline.  But  how  was  he  en- 
abled 
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abled  to  fupport  the  expence  of  the 
government,  or  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  or  carry 
on  a  foreign  war  ;  fince,  if  he  was 
not  furnifhed  in  that  refpedf,,  thefe 
high-founding  prerogatives  had 
been  but  empty  names,  and  the 
ftate  might  have  perifhed  ?  and  if 
he  could  at  pleafure  levy  the  ne- 
cefTary  fums,  he  being  folc  judge 
of  the  necefiity,  both  as  to  occafion 
and  quantity,  as  Charles  the  Firft 
claimed  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money, 
the  ftate  of  the  fubjeft  was  preca- 
rious, and  the  king  would  have 
been  as  abfolute  a  monarch  as  the 
prefent  king  of  France  or  Spain. 

But  abundant  provifion  was  made 
on  this  head,  and  that  without 
overburdening  the  fubjecl,  for  fup- 
porting  the  ordinary  expences  of 
the  government.  A  vaft  demefne 
was  fet  apart  to  the  king,  amount- 
ing, in  England,  to  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty- two  ma- 
nors, as  alfo  many  other  lands, 
which  had  not  been  ereded  into 
manors.  Befides  thefe,  he  had  the 
profits  of  all  his  feudal  tenures, 
his  worfhips,  marriages,  and  re- 
liefs ;  the  benefit  of  efcheats,  either 
upon  failure  of  heirs  or  forfeiture  ; 
the  goods  of  felons  and  traitors ; 
the  profits  of  his  courts  of  juftice  ; 
befides  many  other  casualties, 
which  amounted  to  an  immenfe  re- 
venue ;  infomuch,  that,  we  are 
informed,  that  William  the  Con- 
queror had  £.  1061  :  10s.  a  day, 
that  is,  al'owing  for  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money,  near  four 
millions  a»year  ;  fo  that  Fortefcue 
might  well  fay,  that,  originally, 
the  king  of  England  was  the  rich- 
eft  king  in  hurope.  Such  a  fum 
was  not  only  fufrk-ent  for  the  oc- 
cafions  of  peace,  but  out  of  it  he 
might  fpare  confiderably  for  the 
exigencies  of  war. 


This  revenue,  however  great, 
was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  a  war 
of  any  importance  and  continuance, 
befides  the  extraordinary  expence 
of  government.  It  remains,  there- 
fore, to  fee  what  provifion  this 
conftitution  made,  in  addition  to 
what  the  monarch  might  fpare,  for 
the  defence  of  England,  as  it  might 
be  attacked  ei:her  by  land  or  fea. 
For  the  latter,  every  feaport  was, 
in  proportion  to  its  abili'y,  obliged 
to  find,  in  time  of  danger,  at  'heir 
own  expence,  one  or  more  fhips 
properly  furnifhed  with  men  and 
arms  ;  which,  joined  to  fuch  other 
fhips  as  the  king  hired,  were,  in 
general,  an  overmatch  for  the  in- 
vaders. But  if  the  enemy  had  got 
footing  in  the  country,  the  defence 
at  land  was  by  the  knights  or  mi- 
litary tenants,  who  were  obliged 
to  ferve  on  horfeback  in  any  part 
of  England  :  and  by  the  focage 
tenants,  or  infantry,  who,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  were  likewife  obliged 
to  ferve,  but  not  out  of  their  own 
country,  unlefs  they  themfelves 
pleafed,  and  then  they  were  paid 
by  the  king. 

With  refpefl  to  carrying  on  of- 
fenjive  war  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, the  king  of  England  had  great 
advantages  over  any  other  feudal 
monarch.  In  the  other  feudal 
kingdoms  the  military  vafTals  were 
not  obliged  to  ferve  in  any  offenfive 
war,  unlefs  it  wasjuft,  the  deter- 
mination of  which  point  was  in 
themfelves  ;  but  William  the  Con  = 
queror  obliged  all  to  whom  he  gave 
tenures  to  ferve  him  ubicunaue  ;  and 
though  he  had  not  above  three  h  n- 
dred,  if  fo  many,  immediate  mi- 
litary tenants  under  him,  yer  tbefe 
were  obliged,  on  all  occafjons,  to 
furniih  fixty  thoufand  kniphts  com- 
pleatly  equipped,  and  ready  to 
ferve  forty  days  at  their  own  ex- 
N  2  penes- 
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pence.  If  he  wanted  their  fervice 
longer,  he  was  obliged  to  obtain 
it  on  what  terms  he  could.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  reafon  to  wonder 
that  the  king  of  England,  though 
mailer  of  fo  comparatively  fmall  a 
territory,  was,  in  general,  an  over- 
match, in  thofe  early  times,  for 
the  power  of  France.  As  for  in- 
fantry in  his  foreign  wars,  he  had 
rone  obliged  to  attend  him.  Thofe 
he  had  were  focage  tenants,  whofe 
fervices  were  certain  ;  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  engage,  and  pay 
them,  as  hired  foldiers.  As  the 
focage  tenants  in  his  dominions 
had  a  good  fhare  of  property,  and 
enjoyed  it  without  opprefiion,  it  is 
no  wonder  the  Englifh  archers  in 
thofe  days  had  a  gallant  fpirit,  and 
were  as  redoubtable  as  the  Engliih. 
infantry  is  at  prefent. 

To  fuppbrt  thefe  military  te- 
nants, who  ferved  after  the  necef- 
fary  time,  and  likewife  his  infan- 
try (as  the  furplus  of  his  ordinary 
revenue  would  not  fuffice)  he  had 
cujioms  and  talliages,  and  aids  and 
fubfidics  granted  by  parliament. 
Thefe  cuftoms,  or  fo  much  paid 
by  merchants  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  were  of  two  kinds  ;  as 
paid  ether  by  merchant  grangers, 
or  by  merchant  denizens. 

The  cuftoms  paid  by  merchant 
ftrangers  were  not  originally  fettled 
by  act  of  parliament,  but  by  a 
compact  between  the  merchant 
ftrangers  and  king  Edward  the 
Firft.  In  the  Saxon  times  the 
king  had  a  power  of  excluding 
ftrangers  from  his  kingdom,  not 
merely  with  an  intention  of  indu- 
cing their  own  people  to  traffkk, 
but  chiefly  to  keep  out  the  Danes, 
who  were  the-  mailers  or  the  fea ; 
left,  under  pretence  of  trade,  they 
might  get  footing  in,  and  become 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the 
S 


kingdom.  They  were,  accord- 
ingly, admitted  by  the  kings  upon 
fucli  terms  as  the  latter  were  pleafed 
to  impofe  ;  but  Edward,  who  had 
the  fuccefs  and  profperity  of  his 
kingdom  at  heart,  came  to  a  per- 
petual com  poll  tion  with  them  ; 
gave  them  feveral  privileges,  and 
they  gave  to  him  certain  cuftoms 
in  return.  What  ftiews  they  had 
their  origin  from  confent  is,  that 
the  king  could  not  raife  them  with- 
out applying  to  parliament.  The 
cuftoms  of  natives  or  denizens 
were,  certainly,  firft  given  to  the 
king  by  parliament;  though  this 
has  been  denied  by  fome,  merely 
becaufe  no  fuch  act  is  to  be  found, 
as  if  many  of  the  antient  acts  had 
not  been  loft  ;  but  there  are  acta 
and  charters  ftill  extant,  which  ex- 
prefbly  fay  they  were  appointed  and 
granted  by  parliament,  without  the 
power  of  which  they  could  not  be 
either  altered  or  enlarged. 

The  difference  between  the  cuf- 
toms and  the  other  aids  I  have  men- 
tioned, 'viz,,  taiiuges  and  fubfi- 
dies,  is,  that  the  latter  were  occa- 
fional,  granted  only  on  particular 
emergencies,  whereas  the  cujioms 
were  for  ever.  If  it  be  afked  how 
they  cams  to  be  granted  in  that 
manner,  we  muft  refer  back  to  the 
original  ftate  of  boroughs  and  rheJr 
inhabitants,  traders,  in  the  feudal 
law.  In  France,  the  Roman 
towns  were  taken  into  protection, 
and  had  their  antient  privileges  al- 
lowed them  ;  but  in  the  leiies  of 
wars  that  happened  in  that  country 
for  apes,  every  one  of  them  in  their 
turns  were  ftormed,  and  reduced  to 
vaflalage,  either  to  the  king  or 
fome  other  great  lord  j  and  as, 
now,  thefe  lord*  had  learned  that 
the  Roman  emperor  laid  on 
at  his  pleafur",  it  was  but  natural 
they  ihould  claim  the  fame  right, 
especially 
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efpecialiy  over  towns  they  had 
taken  in  war.  The  burgeffes, 
therefore,  became  in  the  nature  cf 
villains,  not  indeed  of  common 
villains,  for  that  would  ablblutely 
have  deltroyed  trade,  but  with  re- 
fpeft  to  arbitrary  taxation,  which, 
however,  if  the  lord  was  wife,  was 
never  exorbitant.  In  England,  I 
apprehend,  they  became  villains ; 
for  the  Saxons  were  a  murdering 
race,  and  extirpated  the  old  inha- 
bitants. However,  wife  kings, 
confidering  the  advantages  of  com- 
merce, by  degrees,  bellowed  pri- 
vileges on  certain  places,  in  order 
to  render  them  flourifhing  and 
wealthy  ;  and  at  length,  about  the 
time  of  Magna  Charta,  or  before, 
when  every  uncertain  fervice  was 
varying  to  a  certainty,  this  privi- 
lege was  obtained  for  merchant  ad- 
venturers. But  the  other  bur- 
geffes, that  did  not  import  or  ex- 
port, and  likewife  villains,  were 
Hill  talliageable  at  will.  This  was 
reftrained  by  Magna  Charta,  which 
declares  all  talliages  unlawful,  un- 
lefs  ordained  by  parliament. 

To  come  to  the  latter  head,  whe- 
ther taxes,  aids,  and  fublidies  can 
be  affefTed  by  the  king,  as  fole 
judge  of  the  occalion,  and  the  quan- 
tum—or whether  they  muft  be 
granted  by  parliament,  was  the 
great  and  principal  contell  between 
the  two  firft  princes  of  the  unfor- 
tunate houfe  of  Stuart  and  their 
people,  and  which,  concurring 
with  other  caufes,  coft  the  lalt  of 
them  his  life  and  throne.  To  fay 
nothing  of  the  divine  hereditary 
right  urged  on  the  king's  behalf, 
an^  which,  if  examined  into  ftricl- 
ly,  no  royal  family  in  Europe  had 
lefs  pretenfions  to  claim,  both  fides 
referred  themfelves  to  the  antient 
ccnftituticn  for  the  decifion  of  this 


point.  The  king's  friends  urged 
that  all  lands  were  holden  from  him 
by  fervices,  and  that  this  was  one 
of  his  prerogatives,  and  a  necefTary 
one  to  the  defence  of  the  flate. 
They  produced  fsveral  inftances  of 
its  having  been  done,  and  fubmit- 
ted  to,  not  only  in  the  times  of 
the  woril,  but  of  fome  of  the  beft 
kings ;  and  as  to  ads  of  parlia- 
ment againfl  it,  they  were  extorted 
from  the  monarchs  in  particular 
exigencies,  and  could  not  bind 
their  fuccefTors,  as  their  right  was 
from  God. 

The  advocates  of  the  people,  on 
the  other  hand,  infilled,  that,  in 
England,  as  in  all  other  feudal 
countries,  the  right  of  the  king 
was  founded  on  compact  ;  that 
William  the  Conqueror  was  not 
mailer  of  all  the  lands  in  England, 
nor  did  he  give  them  on  thefe 
terms  ;  that  he  claimed  no  right 
but  what  the  Saxon  kings  had, 
and  this  they  certainly  had  not ; 
that  he  eflablifhed  and  confirmed 
the  Saxon  laws,  except  fuch  as 
were  by  parliament  altered  ;  that 
he  gave  away  none  but  the  for- 
feited lands,  and  gave  them  on  the 
fame  terms  as  they  were  generally 
given  in  feudal  countries,  where 
fuch  a  power  was  in  thofe  days 
unknown.  They  admitted,  that, 
in  fact,  the  kings  of  England  had 
fometimes  exercifed  this  power, 
and  that,  on  fome  occafions,  the 
people  fubmitted  to  it.  But  they 
infilled,  that  mofl  of  the  kings  that 
did  it  were  opprelfors  of  the  vvorft 
kind  in  all  reipe&s  ;  that  the  fub- 
jecls,  even  in  fubmitting,  infilled 
on  their  antient  rights  and  free- 
dom, and  every  one  of  thefe  princes 
afterwards  retracted,  and  confefled 
they  had'  done  amifs.  If  one  or 
two  of  the  belt  and  wifeit  of  their 
N  3  king* 
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Icings  had  practifed  this,  they  in- 
filled that  their  ancestors  acquies- 
cence once  or  twice,  in  the  mea- 
sures of  a  prince  they  had  abfolute 
confidence  in,  and  at  times  when 
the  danger,  perhaps,  was  fo  im- 
minent as  to  (tare  every  man  in 
the  fa'.e,  (for  it  was  fcarce  ever 
done  by  a  good  prince)  a6  when 
there  was  not  a  fltet  already  affem- 
bled  in  the  pons  of  France  to  waft 
over  an  army,  fhould  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  conveying  a  right  to  fu- 
ture kings  indiscriminately,  as  a 
furrender  of  their  important  privi- 
leges of  taxation.  They  infilled 
that  thefe  good  and  wife  kings  had 
acknowledged  the  rights  of  the 
people ;  that  they  excufed  what 
they  had  done,  as  extorted  by  ur- 
gent neceffity,  for  the  preservation 
of  the  whole ;  that,  by  repeated 
afts  of  parliament,  they  had  di fa- 
vowed  this  power,  and  declared 
fuch  proceedings  fhould  never  be 
drawn  into  precedent.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  no  occafion 
for  the  vaft  demefne  of  the  king, 
if  he  had  this  extraordinary  pre- 
rogative to  exert  whenever  he 
pleafed.  They  denied  the  king's 
divine  right  to  the  fuccefiion  of  the 
crown,  and  that  abfolute  unlimited 
nuthority  that  was  deduced  from  it. 
They  infilled  that  he  was  a  king 
by  compact,  that  his  fucceiii.in  de- 
pended on  that  compact,  though 
they  allowed  that  a  king  intitled 
"by  that  compidv,  and  acting  ac- 
cording to  it,  has  a  divine  right  of 
government,  as  every  legal  and 
righteous  m  gillrate  hath.  They 
inferred,  therefore,  that  he  was  a 
limited  monarch,  and  consequently 
that  he  and  his  fucceffars  were 
bound  by  the  legislative,  the  fu- 
preme  authoiity. 

The  advocates  of  the  king  treated 


the  original  compact  as  a  chimera, 
and  defired  them  to  produce  it  j 
which  the  other  fide  thought  an  un- 
reafonable  demand,  as  it  was,  they 
alledged,  tranfacted  when  both 
king  and  people  were  utterly  illi- 
terate. They  thought  the  utmoft 
proof  pofiible  was  given  by  quoting 
the  real  acts  of  authority,  which 
the  Saxon  kings  had  exercifed  ; 
among  which  this  was  not  to  be 
found  ;  that  the  Norman  kings, 
though  fome  of  them  had  occafion- 
al!y  pracfifed  it,  had,  in  general, 
both  bad  and  good  princes  after- 
wards diSdaimed  the  right,  and 
that  it  never  had  (though  perhaps 
Submitted  to  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances) been  given  up  by  their  an- 
ceftors, who  always,  and  even  to 
the  face  of  their  beft  princes,  in- 
filled that  it  was  an  encroachment 
en  thoSe  franchises  they  were  inti- 
tled to  by  their  birthright. 

Such,  in  general,  were  the  prin» 
ciples  on  which  the  argument* 
were  maintained  on  both  fides  : 
for  to  go  into  minutia,  would  not 
confift  with  the  defign  of  this  un- 
dertaking. I  apprehend  it  will  be 
evident  from  this  detail  of  mine, 
though  I  protefl  I  defigned  to  re- 
prefent  both  fides  fairly,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  the  people  in  this 
queition.  1  own  I  think  that  any 
one  that  confiders  impartially  the 
few  monuments  that  remain  of  the 
old  Saxon  times,  either  in  their 
laws  or  hiilories,  the  constant 
courfe  fince  the  conquelt,  and  the 
practice  of  nations  abroad,  who 
had  the  fame  feudal  policy,  muft 
acknowledge,  that  though  this 
right  was  claimed  and  exercifed 
by  John,  Henry  the  Third,  Ed- 
ward the  Firlt,  Second,  and  Third, 
Richard  the  Second,  and  Henry 
the  Eighth,    it  was  in  the  event 
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tHfclaimed  by  every  one  of  them, 
by  the  greateft  of  our  kings,  Ed- 
ward the  Firfl  and  Third,  and 
Henry  the  Eighth,  with  fuch  can- 
dour and  free  will,  ar  inforced  con- 
fidence in  them  ;  by  the  others,  in 
truth,  becaufe  they  could  not  help 
it.  I  hope  I  fhall  fland  excufed,  if 
I  add,  that  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  engaged  in  the  civil  war,  ei- 
ther for  king  Charles,  or  againft 
him,  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 
For,  had  he  not  given  up  this 
point,  (and  indeed  he  did  it  with 
all  the  appearances  of  the  greateft. 
fincerity)  he  would  not  have  got 
three  thoufand  men  to  appear  for 
him  in  the  field.  But,  unfortu- 
nately for  his  family,  and  us,  (for 
we  Hill  feel  the  effects  of  it  from 
the  popiili  education  his  offspring 
got  abroad)  his  conceflion  came  too 
late.  He  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  too  many  of  his  people,  and  a 
party  of  republicans  were  formed  ; 
all  reafonable  fecurities  were  cer- 
tainly given  ;  but,  upon  pretence 
that  he  could  not  be  depended  upon, 
his  enemies  prevailed  on  too  many 
to  infill  on  fuch  conditions,  as 
would  have  left  him  but  a  king  in 
name,  and  unhinged  the  whole 
frame  of  government.  Thus  did 
the  partizans  of  abiolute  monarchy 
on  one  fide,  and  the  republicans, 
with  a  parcel  of  crafty  ambitious 
men,  who  for  their  own  private 
views  affected  that  character,  on 
the  other,  rend  the  kingdom  be- 
tween them,  and  obliged  the  ho- 
neft,  and  the  friends  to  the  old 
Conftitution,  to  take  fide  either 
with  one  party  or  other,  and  they 
were  accordingly,  for  their  mo- 
deration and  dcfire  of  peace,  and  a 
legal  fettlement,  equally  defpifed 
which  ever  they  joined  with. 
X  fhall  make  but  one  obfervation 


more  ;  that  though  it  is  very  falfe 
reafoaing  to  argue  from  events 
when  referred  to  the  decifion  of 
God,  as  to  the  matter  of  right  in 
queflion  ;  I  cannot  help  being 
flruck  with  obferving,  that  though 
this  has  been  a  queflion  of  five  hun- 
dred years  Handing  in  England, 
the  decifion  of  providence  hath 
conftantly  been  in  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  it  has  not  been  fo  in  other 
countries  for  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  part,  which 
is  the  utmofl,  let  us  inveftigate 
the  caufes  of  the  difference,  and 
act  accordingly.  The  ancients  tell 
us  it  is  impofiible  that  a  brave  and 
virtuous  nation  can  ever  be  flaves, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  that  no  na- 
tion that  is  cowardly,  or  generally 
vitious,  can  be  free.  Let  us  blefs 
God,  who  hath  for  fo  long  a  time 
favoured  thefe  realms.  Let  us  aft 
towards  the  family  that  reigns  over 
us,  as  becomes  free  Objects,  to  the 
guardians  of  liberty,  and  of  the 
natural  rights  to  mankind  ;  but 
above  all,  let  us  train  pollerity,  fo 
as  to  be  deferving  of  the  continu- 
ance of  thefe  bleffings,  that  Mon- 
tefquieu's  prophecy  may  never  ap- 
pear to  be  juftly  founded. 

"  England  (fays  he)  in  the 
courfe  of  things,  muji  lofe  her  li- 
berties, and  then  (he  will  be  a 
greater  flave  than  any  of  her  neigh- 
bours." 


The  true  Enjoyments  of  Life.  From 
Moral  Tales,  tjc.  by  Dr.  Perci- 
val. 

\/[AT    he  furvive   his    relatives 
and  friends !    was   the  impre- 
cation of  a  Roman,   on  the  perfon 
who  fhould  deftroy  the  monument 
N  4  of 


iU       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1777. 


of  his  nnceftors.*  A  more  dreadful 
curfe  could  fcarcely  be  denounced. 
I  remember  to  have  feen  it  fome- 
where  recorded,  that  an  emperor 
of  China,  on  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne,  commanded  a  general  re- 
leaTe  from  the  prifons,  of  all  that 
were  confined  for  debt.  Amongft 
the  number  was  an  old  man,  who 
had  been  an  early  victim  to  adver- 
iity  ;  and  whofe  days  of  imprifon- 
rnent,  reckoned  by  the  notches 
which  he  had  cut  on  the  door  of 
his  gloomy  cell,  exprefied  the  an- 
nual revolution  of  more  than  fifty 
funs.  With  faultering  Heps,  he 
departed  from  his  manfion  of  for- 
rbw  :  bis  eyes  were  dazzled  with 
the  fplendor  of  light ;  and  the  face 
of  nature  prefented  to  his  view  a 
perfect  paradife.  The  gaol,  in 
which  he  had  been  imprifoned, 
Was  at  fofria  diftance  from  Pekin  ; 
and  he  directed  his  cour'fe  to  that 
city,  impatient  to  enjoy  the  gratu- 
lations  cf  his  wife,  his  children, 
and  his  friends. 

With  difficulty  he  found  his  way 
to  the  ftreet,  in  which  formerly 
flood  Ms  decent  habitation  ;  and 
his  heart  became  more  and  more 
elated  at  6vefy  fiep  which  he  ad- 
vanced. He  proceeded,  and  looked 
with  earneftnefs  around  ;  but  faw 
few  of  thofe  objects  with  which  he 
was  formerly  converfant.  A  mag- 
nificent edifice  was  erected  on  the 
iite  of  the  houfe  which  he  had  in- 
habited. The  dwellings  of  his 
neighbours  had  aHumed  new  forms ; 


and  he  beheld  not  a  fingle  face  oT 
which  he  had  the  lead  recollection. 
An  aged  pauper,  who  flood  with 
trembling  knees  at  the  gate  of  a 
portico,  from  which  he  had  been 
thruft  by  the  infolent  menial  who 
attended  it,  llruck  his  attention. 
He  flopped  to  give  him  a  pittance 
out  of  the  bounty,  with  which  he 
had  been  fupplied  by  the  emperor'3 
liberality ;  and  received,  in  re- 
turn, the  fad  tidii  gs  that  his  wife 
had  fallen  a  lingering  facrifice  to 
penury  and  forrow  ;  that  his  chil- 
dren were  gone  to  feek  their  for- 
tunes in  unknown  climes  ;  and 
that  the  grave  contained  his  neareft 
and  moft  valuable  freinds.  Over- 
whelmed with  anguilh,  he  haftened 
to  the  palace  of  his  fovereign,  into 
whofe  prefence  his  hoary  locks  and 
mournful  vifage  foon  obtained  ad- 
miilion  ;  and  calling  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  emperor,  Great  prince, 
he  cried,  remand  me  to  the  prifon, 
from  which  miilaken  mercy  hath 
delivered  me  !  I  have  furvived  my 
family  and  friends  ;  and  in  the 
mid  it  of  this  populous  city,  I  find 
myfelf  in  dreary  folitude.  The 
cell  of  my  dungeon  protected  me 
from  the  gazers  at  my  wretched- 
iiefs  ;  and  whilft  fecluded  from  fo- 
ciety,  I  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  lofs 
of  focial  enjoyments.  I  am  now 
tortured  with  the  view  of  pleafures 
in  which  I  cannot  participate  ;  and 
die  with  thirft,  though  itreams  of 
delight  furround  me. 
.   Jf  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon,  my 


*  The    author-    alludes,    to    an    ancient    monumental    infeription    found   at 
Rome. 

Quisquis  hoc  sustulek.it 
aut  jusserit 

UtTlMUS    SUORUM    MORIATUR. 

Fleetwood's  Infcrip.  Antiq. 


Alexis^ 
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Alexis,  be  preferred  to  the  world 
at  large,  by  the  man  who  is  bereft 
of  his  kindred  and  friends,  how 
highly  fhould  you  prize,  how  ten- 
derly fhould  you  love,  and  how 
itudicus  fhculd  you  be  to  pleafe 
thofe  near  and  dear  relations,  whom 
a  more  indulgent  providence  has 
yet  preferved  to  you  !  Liflen  to 
the  affectionate  counfels  of  your  pa- 
rents ;  treafure  up  their  precepts ; 
refpect  their  riper  judgment ;  and 
enjoy,  with  gratitude  and  delight, 
the  advantages  refuhing  from  their 
fociety.  Bind  to  your  bofom,  by 
the  moll  endearing  ties,  your  bro- 
thers and  fillers  ;  cherilh  them  as 
your  bell  companions,  through  the 
variegated  journey  of  life ;  and 
fuffer  no  jealoufies  or  feuds  to  in- 
terrupt the  harmony  which  now 
reigns,  and,  I  trull,  will  ever 
reign  in  this  happy  family.  Cul- 
tivate the  friend fhip  of  your  father's 
friends ;  merit  rhe  approbation  of 
the  wife  and  good  ;  qualify  your- 
felf,  by  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge and  the  exercife  of  the  bene- 
volent affe&ions,  for  the  intercourie 
of  mankind  ;  and  you  will  at  once 
be  an  ornament  to  fociety,  and 
derive  from  it  the  higheft  felicity. 


Pbilofopbical  Attention  and  Sagacity  j 
by  the  fame. 

N  attentive  and  inquifitive 
mind  often  derives  very  im- 
portant infiruction  from  appear- 
ances and  events,  which  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind  regard  as  trivial 
and  infignificant.  Permit  me, 
Alexis,  to  offer  to  you  a  few  ex- 
amples, of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation.  You  have  frequently 
remarked,    and  perhaps  admired, 


the  volubility  and  luflre  of  the  glo- 
bules of  rain,  that  lie  upon  the 
leaves  of  colewort,  and  of  other 
vegetables ;  but  I  dare  fay,  you 
have  never  taken  the  trouble  of  in- 
fpedting  them  narrowly.  Mr. 
Melville,  a  young  phiiofopher  of 
uncommon  genius,  was  ilruck  with 
the  phenomenon,  and  applied  his 
attention  to  the  investigation  of  it. 
He  difcovered  that  the  luflre  of  the 
drop  is  owing  to  a  copious  reflec- 
tion of  light,  from  the  flattened 
part  of  its  furface,  contiguous  to 
the  plant ;  and  that  when  the  drop 
rolls  over  a  part,  which  has  been 
wetted,  it  inftantly  lcfes  all  its 
brightnefs,  the  green  leaf  being 
fecn  through  it.  From  thefe  two 
obfervations  he  concludes,  that  the 
drop  does  not  really  touch  the  plant, 
whilfl  it  retains  a  mercurial  ap- 
pearance, but  is  fufpended  by  the 
force  of  a  repulfive  power.  For 
there  could  not  be  any  copious  re- 
flection of  white  light,  from  its 
under  furface,  unlefs  there  was  a 
real  interval  between  it  and  the 
plant.  And  if  no  contact  be  fup- 
pofed,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
wonderful  volubility  of  the  drop, 
and  why  no  traces  of  moiflure  are 
left  wherever  it  rolls. 

From  this  reafoning  we  may 
conclude,  that  when  a  polifhed 
needle  is  made  to  fwim  on  water, 
it  does  not  touch  the  water,  but 
forms  around  it,  by  a  repulfive 
power,  a  bed,  whofe  concavity  is 
much  larger  than  the  bulk  of  the 
needle.  And  this  affords  a  much 
better  explanation  of  the  fact,  than 
the  common  one,  deduced  from  the 
tenacity  of  the  water.  For  the  nee- 
dle may  be  well  conceived  to  IV im 
upon  a  fluid  lighter  than  itfelf, 
fince  the  quantity  of  water  thus 
difplaced, 
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difplaced,    by   repulfion,    muft    be 

equal   to   the  weight   of   it.     And 

this  inftance  leads  us  to  a  juft  and 

neceffary   correction   of  the   hydro- 

ftatical  law,  that  the  whole  fwim- 

ming  body  is    equal  in  weight   to    a 

quantity   of  the  JluiJ,  whoje  tulk   is 

equal  to  that  of  the  fart   immerfed. 

For  it  ihould  be  exprefled,  that  the 

•weight  of  the  fwimming  body  is  equal 

to  that  of  the  weight  of  the  quantity 

of  fluid  difplaced  by  it. 

A  very  ingenious  friend  of  mine, 

during  his  refidence  at  the  univer- 

fity,  undertook  a  courfe  of  experi- 
ments, to  afcertain  the  heat  or  cold 

produced  by  the  folution  of  certain 

fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine.  When- 
ever he  withdrew  the  thermometer 

from   the  fpirit,  and   fufpended  it 

in  the  air,  he  uniformly  obferved, 

that  the  mercury  funk  two  or  three 

degrees,     although    the    fpirit    of 

wine,  in  which  the  inftrument  had 

been   immerfed,    was    even    colder 

than   the  furrounding    atmofphere. 

This  faft  he  communicated  to  the 

profeffor  of  chemiftry  ;  who  imme- 
diately fufpefted,  that  fluids  by 
evaporation  generate  cold;  an  hypo- 
thefi-,  which  he  afterwards  verified 
by  a  variety  of  beautiful,  and  de- 
cifive  trials. 

When  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr. 
Franklin  were  travelling  together 
in  Holland,  they  remarked,  that 
the  track-fchuyt,  or  barge,  in  one 
of  the  ftages,  moved  flower  than 
ufual,  and  inquired  the  reafon  of 
it.  The  boatman  informed  them, 
that  it  had  been  a  dry  feafon,  ar.d 
that  the  water  was  low  in  the  ca- 
nal. He  was  alked,  if  the  water 
was  fo  low  that  the  boat  touched 
the  muddy  bottom  of  the  canal  ; 
to  which  he  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive,   adding,    however,    that  the 


difference  in  the  quantity  of  water, 
was  fufficient  to  render  the  draught 
more  difficult  to  the  horfe.  The 
travellers,  at  firft,  were  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive,  how  the  depth  of  the 
water  could  affeft  the  motion  of 
the  boat,  provided  that  it  fwam 
clear  of  the  bottom.  But  Dr. 
Franklin,  having  fatisfied  himfelf 
of  the  truth  of  the  boatman's  ob- 
fervation,  began  to  confider  it  at- 
tentively ;  and  endeavoured  to  ac- 
count for  it  in  the  following  man- 
ner. The  barge,  in  proceeding 
along  the  canal,  muft  regularly  dif- 
place  a  body  of  water,  equal  in 
bulk  to  the  fpace  which  fhe  occu- 
pies ;  and  the  water  fo  removed 
muft  pafs  underneath,  and  on  each 
fide  of  her.  Hence  if  the  paflage, 
under  her  bottom,  be  ftraitned  by 
the  fhallows,  more  of  the  water 
muft  pafs  by  her  fides,  and  with 
greater  velocity,  which  will  retard 
her  courfe,  becaufe  fhe  moves  the 
contrary  way.  The  water,  alfo, 
becoming  lower  behind  than  be- 
fore the  boat,  fhe  will  be  preffed 
back  by  the  weight  of  its  differ- 
ence in  height ;  and  her  paffage 
will  be  obflrucled  by  having  that 
weight  conftantly  to  overcome. 

However  fatisfattory  this  rea- 
foning  might  appear  to  be,  Dr. 
Frankiin  determined  to  afcertain 
the  truth  of  it  by  experiment ; 
deeming  the  fubjeft  of  confiderable 
importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country,  in  which  fo  many  projects 
for  navigable  canals  have  been 
adopted.  And  he  concludes,  from 
many  well  concerted  trials,  the  re- 
lation of  which  would  now  be  te- 
dious to  you,  that  if  four  men  or 
horfes  be  required  to  draw  a  boat, 
in  deep  water,  four  leagues  in  four 
hours  j   five  will  be   neceffary  to 

draw 
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been  for  a  long  time  regarded  as 
gay,  was  not  always  (o.  ■  The  em- 
peror Julian  fays  of  the  Parifians, 
*'  I  like  them,  becaufe  their  cha- 
racter, like  mine,  is  aultere  and 
ferious." 

The  characters  of  nations  there- 
fore change  :  but  at  what  period 
is  the  alteration  moil  perceptible? 
At  the  moment  of  revolution,  when 
a  people  pafs  on  a  fudden  from  li- 
berty to  flavery.  Then  from  bold 
and  haughty  they  become  weak 
and  pufillanimous  :  thry  dare  not 
look  on  the  man  in  office  :  they 
are  inthralled,  and  it  is  of  lit- 
tle confequence  by  whom  they 
are  inthralled.  This  deje&ed  peo- 
ple fay,  like  the  afs  in  the  fable, 
whoever  be  my  maflerf  I  cannot  carry 
a  heavier  load.  As  much  as  a  free 
citizen  is  zealous  for  the  glory  of 
his  nation,  fo  much  is  a  flave  in- 
different to  the  public  welfare.  His 
heart,  deprived  of  activity  and 
energy,  is  without  virtue,  without 
fpirit,  and  without  talents  ;  the  fa- 
culties of  his  foul  are  ftupified  ;  he 
becomes  indifferent  to  the  arts, 
commerce,  agriculture,  &r.  It  is 
not  for  fervile  hands,  fay  the  Eng- 
li(h,  to  till  and  fertilife  the  land. 
Simonides  entered  the  empire  of  a 
defpotic  fovereign,  and  found 
there  no  traces  of  men.  A  free 
people  are  courageous,  open,  hu- 
mane, and  loyal.  A  nation  of 
flaves  are  bafe,  perfidious,  mali- 
cious, and  barbarous  :  they  pufh 
their  cruelty  to  the  greateft  excefs. 
If  the  (evere  officer  has  all  to  fear 
from  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
foldier  on  the  day  of  battle,  that  of 
fedition  is  in  like  manner  for  the 
flave  cppreffed,  the  long  expe&ed 


draw  the  boat,  the  fame  diftance 
in  the  fame  time,  in  Jballovj  wa- 
ter. 

I  fhall  give  you  one  inllance 
more  of  the  advantages  of  fagaci- 
ous  attention,  which  may,  per- 
haps, be  more  amufing  to  you, 
than  thofe  which  I  have  recited. 

A  playful  boy,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  open  and  clofe  alternately, 
the  communication  between  the 
boiler  and  the  cylinder  of  a  fire  en- 
gine, perceived  that  this  trouble 
might  readily  be  faved.  Whenever, 
therefore,  he  wifhed  to  be  at  li- 
berty to  divert  himfelf  with  his 
companions,  he  tied  a  llring  from 
the  handle  of  the  valve,  whkh 
formed  the  communication,  to  an- 
other part  of  the  machine  that  was 
in  motion  ;  and  the  valve  then 
performed  its  office  without  afliit- 
ance.  The  boy's  idlenefs  being 
remarked,  his  contrivance  foon 
became  known,  and  the  improve- 
ment is  now  adopted  in  every  fire 
engine. 


Of  the  Alterations  that  have  hap- 
pened in  the  Characlers  of  Nations, 
and  of  the  Caufes  by  ivhich  they 
nuere  produced.  From  Helve- 
tius'j  Treat ife  on  Man. 

EACH  nation  has  its  particular 
manner  of  feeing  and  feeling, 
which  forms  it  character :  and  in 
every  nation  its  character  either 
changes  on  a  fudden,  or  alters  by 
degrees,  according  to  the  fudden 
or  infecfible  alterations  in  the  form 
of  its  government,  and  conse- 
quently of  its  public  education.* 
That  of  the  French,  which  has 


•  The  form  ef  government  under  which  we  live  always  makes  a  part  of  our 
education . 

day 
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day  of  vengeance ;  and  he  is  the 
more  enragtd  in  proportion  as  fear 
has  held  his  fury  the  longer  re- 
trained.* 

What  a  flriking  picture  of  a 
fudden  change  in  the  character  of 
a  nation  does  the  Ronian  hiftory 
prefent  us.  What  people,  before 
the  elevation  of  theCsefars,  {hewed 
more  force,  more  virtue,  more  love 
for  liberty,  and  horror  for  flavery  ? 
And  what  people,  when  the  throne 
of  the  Ciefars  was  eftablifhed, 
fhewed  more  weaknefs  and  de- 
pravity ?  Their  bafenefs  difgulted 
Tiberius. 

Indifferent  to  liberty,  when 
Trajan  offered  it,  they  refufed  it : 
they  difdained  that  liberty  their 
anceftors  had  purchafed  with  fo 
much  blood.  All  things  were  then 
changed  in  Rome  ;  and  that  de- 
termined and  grave  character  which 
diilingui  fried  its  firft  inhabitants, 
was  fucceeded  by  that  light  and 
frivolous  difpofition  with  which 
Juvenal  reproaches  them  in  his 
tenth  fatire. 

Let  us  exemplify  this  matter  by 
a  more  recent  change.  Compare 
the  Engliih  of  the  prefent  day  with 
thofe  under  Henry  VIII.  Edward 
VI.  Mary,  and  Elizabeth :  this 
people,  now  fo  humane,  indulgent, 
learned,  free,  and  induftrious, 
fuch  lovers  of  the  arts  and  of  philo- 
sophy, were  then  nothing  more 
than  a  nation  of  flaves,  inhuman 
and  fuperltitious ;  without  arts  and 
without  induftry. 

When  a  prince  ufurps  over  his 
people  a  boundlefs  authority,  he  is 
Sure  to  change  their  character,  to 
enervate  their  fouls ;  to  render  them 
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timid  and  bafe.  From  that  mo- 
ment, indifferent  to  glory,  his 
fubjecb  lofe  that  character  of  bold- 
nefs  and  conllancy  proper  to  fup- 
port  all  labours  and  brave  all  dan- 
gers :  the  weight  of  arbitrary 
power  deitroys  the  fpring  of  their 
emulation. 

Does  a  prince,  impatient  of 
contradiction,  give  the  name  of 
factious  to  the  man  of  veracity? 
He  fubffitutes  in  his  nation  the  cha- 
racter of  falfity  for  that  of  frank- 
nefs.  If  in  thofe  critical  moments 
the  prince,  giving  himfelf  up  to 
flatterers,  find  that  he  is  furround- 
ed  by  men  void  of  all  merit,  whom 
fhould  he  blame?  Himfelf:  for 
it  is  he  that  has  made  them  fuch. 

Who  could  believe,  when  he 
confiders  the  evils  of  fervitude,  that 
there  were  flill  princes  mean 
enough  to  with  to  reign  over  flaves ; 
and  ftupid  enough  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  fatal  changes  that  defpotifm 
produces  in  the  character  of  their 
fubje&s  ? 

What  is  arbitrary  power?  The 
feed  of  calamities,  that  fown  in  the 
bofom  of  a  flate  fprings  up  to  bear 
the  fruit  of  mifery  and  devaluation. 
Let  us  hear  the  King  of  Pruffia  : 
Nothing  is  better,  fa  id  he,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  pronounced  to  the  academy 
of  Berlin,  than  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, under  princes  juji,  humane, 
and  virtuous  :  nothing  nxiorfe,  under 
the  common  race  of  Kings.  Now  how 
many  kings  are  there  of  the  latter 
fort !  and  how  many  fuch  as  Titas, 
Trajan,  and  Antoninus  ?  Thefe 
are  the  thoughts  of  a  great  man. 
What  elevation  of  mind,  what 
knowledge  does  not  fuch  a  declara- 


*  The  depofition  of  Nabob  Jafricr-Ali-Kan,  related  in  the  Leyden  Gazette 
of  the  23d  of  June,  1761,  is  a  proof  of  this. 

tioa 
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tion  fuppofe  in  a  monarch  ?  What     it  is  the  efretft  of  their  different  in- 

in  fact  does  a  defpotic  power  an-     fcruccicn. 

Why,  fay  flrangers,  do  we  per- 
ceive at  once,  in  ail  the  French, 
me  fpirit,  and  the  fame  c.s- 
racter,  like  the  fame  phyfiognomjr 
in  all  Negroes?  Becaufe  the  t'rench 
do  not  judge  or  think  for  them- 
felves,  but  after  the  people  in 
power.     Their  manner  of  judging 


nounce?  Often  ruin  to  the  c 
and  always  to  his  pofterity. 
The  founder  of  fuch  a  p 
his  kingdom  on  a  far.dy  founda- 
tion. It  is  only  a  tranfient,  ill- 
judged  notion  of  royalty,  that  is, 
of  pride,  idlenefs,  or  fome  fimilar 
pafiion,  which  prefers  the  exercife 


of  an    unjuir.    and   cruel    defpotifm     for  this  reafon   muft  be  fufficiently 


over  wretched  flaves,  to  that  of  a 
legitimate  and  friendly  power, 
over  a  free  and  happy  people.  Ar- 
bitrary power  is  a  thoughtlefs  child, 
who  continually  facrihees  the  fu- 
ture to  the  prefent. 


uniform.  It  is  with  Frenchmen  as 
with  their  wives:  when  they  paint 
themfelves,  and  go  to  a  public 
fhow,  they  all  feem  of  the  fame 
complexion.  I  know  that  with 
attention   we   can  always    difcover 


The  molt  redoubtable  enemy  of  between  the  characters  and  under- 

the    public    welfare,     is    not    riot  Handings    of   individuals  ;     but   to 

or    fedition,      but    defpotifm:     it  do  this  requires  time, 
changes  the  character  of  a  nation,         The  ignorance    of  the   French, 

and  always  for  the  worfe  :  it  pro-  the  iniquity  of  their    police,    and 

duces    nothing   but    vices.     What-  the  iniluence  of  their  clergy,  rcn- 

ever  might  be  the  power  of  an  In-  der  them  in  general  more  like  each 

dian   fultan,   he   could   never   form  other  than  men  of  other  countrie?. 

magnanimous    fubjects ;    he  would  Now  if  fuch  be  the  influence  of  the 

never  find  among  his  flaves  the  vir-'  form  of  government  on  the  manners 

tues  of  free  men.     Chymiftry  can  and  character  of  a  people,  what  ci- 

extract  no  more  gold  from  a  mixed  teration  in  the  ideas  and  characters 

body    than    it    includes  ;    and    the  of  individuals  ought  not  to  be  cro- 

xnoft  arbitrary  power  can  draw  no-  duced  by  the  alterations  that  hap- 

thing  from  a  flave  but  the  bafenefs  pen    in    their    fortune    and    fuua- 
he  contains. 

Experience  then  proves  that  the 
character  and  fpirit  of  a  people 
change  with  the  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  that  a  different  go- 
vernment gives  by  turns,  to  the 
fame   nation,  a  character  noble  or 


tion  ! 


On  the  Caufes  of  the  Decadency  of  an 
Empire  ;  from  the  fame. 


THE  introduction  and  im- 
provement of  the  arts  and 
cowardly.  Men  therefore  are  en-  fciences  in  an  empire  do  not  occa- 
dowed  at  their  birth,  either  with  fion  its  decadency  ;  but  the  fame 
no  difpofition,  or  with  difpofitions  caufes  that  accelerate  the  progrefs 
to  all  vices  and  all  virtues  ;  they  of  the  fciences,  fometimes  produce 
are  therefore  nothing  more  than  the  mofl  fatal  effects, 
the  produce  of  their  education.  If  There  are  nations  where,  by  a 
the  Perfian  have  no  idea  of  liberty,  peculiar  feries  of  circumftances,  the 
and  the  favage  uo  idea  of  fervitude,     feeds  of  the  arts  and    fciences   do 
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not  fpring  up  till  the  moment  the 
manners  begin  to  corrupt. 

A  certain  number  of  men  af- 
femble  to  form  a  fociety.  Thefe 
men  found  a  city  :  their  neigh- 
bours fee  it  rife  up,  with  a  jealous 
eye.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
forced  to  be  at  once  labourers  and 
foldiers,  make  ufe  by  turns  of  the 
fpade  and  the  fword.  What  in 
fuch  a  country  is  the  neceffary 
fcience  and  virtue  ?  The  military 
art  and  valour  ;  they  atane  are 
there  refpetted.  Every  other 
fcience  and  virtue  is  there  un- 
known. Such  was  the  State  of  rif- 
ing  Rome  :  when  weak  and  fur- 
rounded  by  warlike  nations,  it 
with  difficulty  fultained  their  at- 
tacks. Its  glory  and  power  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  earth  ;  it 
acquired  however  the  one  and  the 
other  but  flowly :  ages  of  triumphs 
were  neceffary  to  fubjeft  their 
neighbours.  Now  when  the  fur- 
rounding  nations  were  fubdued, 
there  arofe,  from  the  form  of  their 
government,  civil  wars,  which 
were  fucceedcd  by  tr.ofe  with  fo- 
reigners ;  fo  that  it  cannot  be 
imagined,  while  the  citizens  were 
engaged  in  the  different  employ- 
ments of  magistrates  and  foldiers, 
and  incelTantly  agitated  with  Strong 
hopes  and  fears,  they  could  enjoy 
the  leifure  and  tranquility  neceffary 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences. 

In  every  country  where  thefe 
events  fucceed  each  other  in  a  re- 
gular feries,  the  only  period  fa- 
vourable to  letters  is,  unfortunate- 
ly, that  when  the  civil  wars,  the 
troubles  and  factions  being  extin- 
guished, liberty  is  expiring,  as  in 
the  time  of  Auguftus,  under  the 
Strokes  of  defpotifm.  Now  this 
period  precedes,  but  a  Short  time, 


the  decadency  of  an  empire.  The? 
arts  and  fciences  however  then 
flourifh ;  and  that  for  two  rea- 
fons. 

The  firft  is  the  force  of  men'3 
pafiions.  In  the  firfl  moments  of 
Slavery,  their  minds,  Still  agitated 
by  the  remembrance  of  their  lolt 
liberty,  are  like  the  fea  after  a 
tempelt.  The  citizen  Still  burns 
with  a  defire  to  render  himfelf  il- 
lustrious ;  but  his  fituation  is  al- 
tered. He  cannot  have  his  bulk 
placed  by  that  of  Timoleon,  Pelo- 
pidas,  or  Brutus.  He  cannot  de- 
liver his  name  down  to  posterity 
as  the  deitroyer  of  tyrants,  and 
the  avenger  of  liberty.  His  Statue 
may  however  be  placed  by  thofe 
of  Homer,  Epicurus,  or  Archi- 
medes. This  he  knows,  and  there- 
fore, if  there  be  but  one  fort  of 
glory  to  which  he  can  afpire,  if  it 
be  with  the  laurels  of  the  Mufes 
alone  that  he  can  be  crowned,  it 
is  in  the  career  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  he  prepares  to  feek  them, 
and  it  is  then  that  arife  illuf- 
trious  men  of  every  literary  profef- 
fion. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  caufes  is  the 
intereft  fovereigns  then  have  to  en- 
courage the  progrefs  of  the  fcien- 
ces. At  the  moment  that  defpo- 
tifm is  established,  what  dees  the 
monarch  defire  ?  To  infpire  his 
fubjedts  with  a  love  of  the  arts  and 
fciences.  What  does  he  fear  ? 
That  they  Should  reflect  on  their 
fetters,  blulh  at  their  fervitude,  and 
again  turn  their  looks  towards  li- 
berty. He  would  therefore  by 
employing  their  minds  make  them 
forget  their  bafe  condition.  He 
confequentiy  prefents  them  with 
new  objects  of  glory.  As  an  hy- 
pocritical fautor  of  the  arts  and 
Sciences, 
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fciences,  he  (hows  the  more  regard 
to  the  man  of  genius  the  more  he 
feels  the  want  of  his  eulogies. 

The  manners  of  a  nation  do  not 
change  the  moment  defpotifm  is 
eftab'ifhed.  The  fpirit  of  the  peo- 
ple is  free  fome  time  after  their 
hands  are  tied.  During  thefe  firft 
moments  illultrious  men  Hill  pre- 
serve fome  confideration.  The  ty- 
rant therefore  loads  them  with  fa- 
vours, that  they  may  load  him 
with  praifes,  and  men  of  great  ta- 
lents are  too  often  feduced  to  be- 
come the  panegyrifts  of  ufurpation 
and  tyranny. 

What  motives  can  induce  them 
to  it  ?  Sometimes  meannefs,  and 
frequently  gratitude.  It  muft  be 
confeiTed,  that  every  great  revolu- 
tion in  an  empire  fuppofes  great 
talents  in  him  by  whom  it  is  pro- 
duced, or  at  leaft  fome  brilliant 
vice,  that  aftonilhment  and  gra- 
titude metamorphofe  into  vir- 
tue. 

Such  is,  at  the  time  of  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  defpotifm,  the  pro- 
ductive caufe  of  great  accomplish- 
ments in  the  arts  and  fciences.  The 
fi  ft  moments  paft,  if  the  fame 
country  become  barren  in  men 
of  talent,  it  is  becaufe  the  ty- 
rant being  then  well  euablifhed  on 
his  throne  is  no  longer  in  want  of 
their  affillance.  So  that  the  reign 
of  the  arts  and  fciences  in  a  ftate 
feldom  extends  above  a  century  or 
two.  The  aloe  is  an  emblem  of 
the  production  of  the  fciences  in 
every  ftate ;  a  hundred  years  are 
neceflary  to  ftrengthen  its  root 
and  make  it  put  forth  its  branches  j 
it  then  fhoots  up,  flowers,  and 
dies. 

If  in  each  empire  the  fciences 
juft  Ihoot  up  and  then  wither,  it 
is   becaufe  the  motives  proper  to 


produce  men  of  genius,  do  not 
commonly  exert  themfelves  there 
more  than  once.  It  is  at  the  high- 
eft  period  of  grandeur,  that  a  na- 
tion commonly  produces  the  fruits 
of  the  arts  and  fciences.  While 
three  or  four  generations  of  illuf- 
trious  men  pais  away,  the  people 
change  their  manners  and  fink 
into  fervitude ;  their  minds  have 
loft  their  energy ;  there  is  no 
ftrong  paffion  remains  to  put  them 
in  adion.  The  tyrant  no  longer 
excites  the  people  to  the  purfuit 
of  any  kind  of  glory.  It  is  not 
talents,  but  bafenefs,  he  now  ho- 
nours :  and  genius,  if  it  ftill  re- 
main, lives  and  dies  unknown  to 
its  own  country:  it  is  like  the 
orange-tree,  that  flourifhes,  per- 
fumes the  air,  and  dies  in  a  de- 
fart. 

Defpotifm,  while  it  is  gaining 
ground,  fuffers  men  to  fay  what 
they  will,  while  they  fufFer  it  to 
do  what  it  will :  but  once  efta- 
blifhed, it  forbids  all  talking, 
writing,  or  thinking.  The  minds 
of  men  then  fink  into  an  apa- 
thy :  all  the  inhabitants  become 
flaves,  curfe  the  breaft  that  gave 
them  milk,  and  under  fuch  a  go- 
vernment, every  new  birth  is  aa 
increafe  of  mifery. 

Genius,  there  chained,  drags  its 
irons  heavily  along ;  it  does  not 
fly,  it  creeps.  The  fciences  are 
neglected ;  ignorance  is  honour- 
ed, and  every  man  of  difcern- 
ment^  declared  an  enemy  to  the 
ftate.  In  the  kingdom  of  the 
blind,  who  is  the  moft  odiou?  ? 
He  that  can  fee  clearly.  If  the 
blind  feize  him,  his  deltruction  is 
certain.  Now,  in  the  empire  of  ig- 
norance, the  fame  fate  attends  the 
enlightened  inhabitant.  The  prefs 
is  there  tha  more  reftrained,  as  the 

viev,s 
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views  of  the  minifter  arc  more  con- 
fined. Under  the  reign  of  a  Fre- 
derick, or  an  Antoninus,  we  may 
fay  what  we  will,  think  and  write 
what  we  will  :  under  other  reigns 
we  muft  be  filent. 

The  underftanding  of  the  prince 
is  always  ma:.ifefted  by  the  efteem 
and  coniideration  he  pays  to  ta- 
lents. The  favour  he  fhows  them, 
far  from  injuring,  benefits  the 
ftate. 

The  arts  and  fciences  are  the 
glory  of  a  nation,  and  increafe  its 
profperity.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
defpotifm  alone,  which  is  intereft- 
ed  at  firft  in  protecting  them,  and 
not  to  the  fciences  themfelves,  we 
fhould  attribute  the  decadence  of 
an  empire.  When  the  fovereign  of 
a  mighty  nation  has  put  on  the 
crown  of  arbitrary  power,  the 
people  become  daily  more  enfee- 
bled. 

The  pomp  of  an  Eaftern  em- 
pire, can  without  doubt  impofe  on 
the  vulgar,  who  may  eftimate  the 
force  of  the  nation,  by  the  mag- 
nificence of  its  palaces.  The  wife 
man  judges  differently  ;  it  is  by 
that  very  magnificence,  he  efti- 
mates  its  weaknefs.  Ke  fees  no- 
thing more  in  that  impofmg  pomp, 
in  the  mic;l  of  which  the  tyrant  fits 
enthroned,  than  a  fumptuous  and 
mournful  decoration  of  the  dead  ; 
than  the  apparatus  of  a  faftuous 
funeral,  in  the  center  of  which  is 
a  cold  and  lifelei's  body,  a  lump 
of  unanimated  earth :  in  fhort,  a 
phantom  of  power,  ready  to  dis- 
appear before  the  enemy  by  whom 
it  is  defpifed.  A  great  nation, 
where  defpotic  power  is  at  laft  efia- 
blifhed,  refsmbles  an  oak  that  has 
been-  crowned  by  ages.  Ics  ma- 
jeilic  trunk,  and  the  largcnefs  of 
its  branches,  ftill  declare   its  prif- 
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tine  force,  and  grandeur;  it  feemS 
ftill  to  be  the  monarch  of  the  woods, 
but  its  true  itate  is  that  of  deca- 
dency;  its  branches  defpoiled  of 
their  leaves,  and  deftitute  of  the 
fpirit  of  life,  are  half-withered, 
and  fome  of  them  continually 
broken  off  by  the  wind.  Such  is 
the  ftate  of  a  nation  fibdued  by 
arbitrary  power. 


Letter:  from  Lord  Chefterfield  to  Al~ 
derman  George  Faulkner. 

Bath,  Nov4 
MY   GOOD    FRIEND,  jf.    1- $2. 

ALWAYS  expect  your  packets 
with  impatience,  and  receive 
them  with  pleafure  ;  but  that  plea- 
fure  would  be  much  more  complete, 
if  fome  productions  of  your  own 
now  and  then  accompanied  the  ex- 
cellent ones  which  you  fend  me  of 
other  people.  I  muft  freely  tell 
you,  that  you  have  been  long 
enough  the  celebrated  and  fuccefs- 
ful  man-midwife  of  other  people's 
conceptions,  and  it  is  now  high 
time  that  you  fhould  take  up  the 
other  end  of  the  bufinef?,  and  be- 
get, conceive,  and  bear  fruit  your- 
felf.  The  moft  illuftrious  of  your 
predeceffors  did  fo.  The  Ste- 
phens's, the  Aldufes,  and  many 
others,  acled  as  men-midwives  to 
the  greatelt  authors  j  but  then  they 
acted  as  men  too,  and  begot,  as 
well  as  delivered  :  and  indeed  there 
is  fuch  a  relation  and  connection 
between  thole  two  operations,  that 
it  is  next  to  iinpofiible  that  one 
who  has  been  fo  able  as  you  have 
been  in  the  one,  fhould  be  defi- 
cient in  the  other.  You  have  more- 
over one  ad  vantage  which  the  . 
eft  of  your  typographical  prede- 
cefTcrs   had   not.     I  -  ne- 

ver 


MISCELLANE 

ver  perfonal'y  acquainted  with  Ho- 
race, Virgil,  Cicero,  and  others, 
whofe  productions  they  brought  to 
light,  but  were  obliged  to  exhibit 
them  in  the  always-imperfect,  of- 
ten-deformed, ftate  in  which  they 
found  them,  in  ragged  and  worm- 
eaten  vellum  and  parchment. 
Whereas  you  have  been  always  at 
the  fountain  head  ;  yea  have  not 
only  printed  and  read,  bat  you 
have  heard  Swift,  Berkeley,  and 
all  the  belt  authors  of  the  Jrifh 
Auguftan  age.  Ycu  have  converfed 
with,  you  have  been  informed,  and 
to  my  knowledge  coniul.ed  by 
them.  Should  you  afk  me,  my 
friend,  what  fort  of  work  I  would 
particularly  point  out  to  you,  I  can 
only  anfwer,  confult  your  genius, 
which  will  belt  direct  you ;  if  it 
does  not  lead  you,  or  rather  hurry 
you,  whether  you  will  or  not,  into 
poetry,  do  not  attempt  verfe,  but 
take  the  more  common  manner  of 
writing,  which  is  profe.  Cicero 
himfelf  had  better  have  done  fo. 
A  7 ' ypographia  Hibernica,  which  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  is  more  capa- 
ble of  doing  well  than  yourfelf, 
would  be  a  ufeful  work,  and  be- 
coming your  character.  I  do  not 
recommend  to  you  any  ludicrous 
performances  :  they  mult  flow  na- 
turally, or  they  are  good  for  no- 
thing ;  and  though,  were  it  oniy 
by  your  long  and  amicable  cdllifion 
with  Sheridan,  Delany,  Swift, 
and  other:,  you  malt  bj  very 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  parti- 
cles of  wit  and  hiimbar,  yet  i  take 
your  natural  turn  to  be  grave  and 
philofophical.       A  n     of 

Anas  would   admit  of  all 
and,  in  a  volume  or  two  of 
tiana,  you  might    both    give    and 
take  a  fample  of  yourfelf,   b\ 
ping  in    fome  Eaulknsriana j    the 
Vol.  XX. 
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fuccefs  of  which  would,   I  an 
fuaded,  engage  you  to  go  fuj 
Biography    fhould,    in  my    •:. 
be   your  next  ftep,   for   which  ycu 
appear  to  be  thoroughly  qualified  j 
by    the    clear    and    impartial    ac- 
counts,   which    your    hebdomadal 
labours  give   of  the   deaths  of  all 
people    of-  note.      Hiitory    v 
follow,  which  in    truth 

ingthefe  many  years, 
though    perl-np?    without  thinking 
{o  :  what  is  hiitory  but  a  collt 
of  facts    and   date>  ?  your  journal 
is   a  collection  of  facts  and  d 
then,  ir    Journal    but 

hiitory  ?  Our  friend,  the  chief  ba- 
ron, with  whom  I  have  often  talk- 
ed upon  this  fubject,  has  always 
agreed  with  me,  that,  in  the  fit- 
nefs  of  things,  it  was  neceflary 
you  fhould  be  an  author,  and  I  am. 
very  Aire  that,  if  you  confult  him, 
he  will  join  with  me  in  exhorting 
you  to  let  about  it  forthwith. 
Whenever  you  aiiume  that  cha- 
racter, I  claim  a  very  ftrcng  dedi- 
cation with  the  firlt  copy  of  the" 
work,  as  an  old  friend,  which, 
joking  apart,  I  fincerely  am,  and 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Chesterfield, 

■mt  .'      t?  •      j  Blackheath, 

My  worthy  Friend,     Sep: .,_.,,_..,, 

THOUGH  I  am  very  forry  for 
your  quarrels  in  Ireland,   bv  .. 
I    am    fore  the  public   r 
let  w!i3  will  prevail,   I  gladly  ac- 
cept your  kind  offer  of  fei 
the  controverfial  productions  c 
belligerant   parties.     Pray   d  ) 

.  any  of  thofe  polemical  pieces 

too   low,    too  grub-ltreet,    or    too 

fcurrilous  to  fend   me ;   for  I  have 

leifure  to  raad  them  all,  and  pre- 

all    other 

Q  job 
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controverfial  performances.  I  have 
often  wifhed,  and  vvifh  it  now  more 
than  ever,  that  you  were  in  par- 
liament, where,  in  my  opinion, 
your  coolnefs,  gravity,  and  impar- 
tiality, would  greatly  contribute  to 
calm  if  not  to  cure  thofe  animofi- 
ties.  Virgil  feems  prophetically  to 
have  pointed  at  you,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  perfon  qualified  to 
footh  and  moderate  popular  tumults. 
Thefe  are  the  lines,  which  will 
perhaps  be  more  intelligent  to  us 
both  in  Dryden's  translation,  than 
in  the  original : 

If  then  fome  grave  and  pious  man  appear, 
They  hufl)  their  noife,  and  lend  a  liften- 

ing  ear ; 
Ht  Tooths,  with  fober  words,  their  angry 

mood, 
And  quenches  their  innate  defire  of  blood. 

I  am  not  very  fuperflitious ;  but  I 
am  perfuaded  that,  if  you  were 
to  try  the  Sortes  Virgiliana,  you 
would  open  the  book  at  the  very 
place.  That  incomparable  and  re- 
ligious prince,  king  Charles  the 
firft,  confulted  them  with  great 
faith,  and  to  his  great  informa- 
tion. 

There  is  one  thing  which  I  would 
rather  know,  than  all  the  contend- 
ing parties  in  Ireland  fay  or  write 
againft  each  other,  and  that  is, 
your  real  fentiments  upon  thewhole; 
but  all  that  I  know  of  them  is,  that 
I  fhali  never  know  them  ;  fuch  is 
your  candour,  and  fuch  is  your 
caution.  The  celebrated  Atticus 
feems  to  have  been  your  pro 
totype.  He  kept  well  with  all 
parties,  fo  do  you ;  he  was  trufted 
and  confulted  by  individuals  on 
all  fides,  fo  are  you ;  he  wrote 
fome  hill&ries,  fo  have  you  ;  he 
was  the  moil  eminent  bookfeller  of 
the  age  he  lived  in,  fo  are  you ; 


and  he  died  immenfely  rich,  and 
fo  will  you.  It  is  true  he  was  a 
knight,  and  you  are  not,  but  that 
you  know  is  your  own  fault ;  and 
he  was  an  epicurean,  and  you  are  a 
ftoic. 

For  the  next  feven  weeks  pray 
dirett  your  pacquets  to  me  at  Bath, 
where  I  am  going  next  week,  as 
deaf  as  ever  your  friend  the  dean 
was,  and  full  as  much,  though  not 
fo  profitably, 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 
Pray  make  my  compliments  to 
your  friend  Mr.  Briftow  when  you 
fee  him. 

My  worthy  Friend,      °"  °™\\* 

MANY  thanks  to  you  for  your 
letter,  many  thanks  to  you  for  your 
almanack,  and  more  thanks  to  you 
for  your  friend  Swift's  Works,  ia 
which  laft,  to  borrow  an  expreffion 
of   Cibbei's,    you    have    outdone 
your  ufual  oatdoings ;  for  the  paper 
is  whit-ifh,  and  the  ink  is   black- 
iih.     I  only  wiih  that  the  margin 
had  been    a  little    broader  ;  how- 
ever, without  flattery,  its  beats  El- 
ziver,  Aldus,  Vafcofan,  and  I  make 
no    doubt    but    that,  in    feven   or 
eight   hundred   years,  the  learned 
and  the  curious  in  thofe  times,  will, 
like    the   learned    and    curious    in 
thefe,  who  prerer  the  impreflion  of 
a  book  to  the  matter  of  it,  colled 
with   pains   and   expence   all    the 
books  that  were  publifhed  ex  Ty- 
pographia   Faulkneriana.  —  But   I 
am  impatient  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  late  triumph  ;  you  have 
made  (if  you  will  forgive  a  quib- 
ble upon  fo  ferious  a  fubjeft)  your 
enemy  your    foot-ftool ;   a  viftory 
which  the  divine  Socrates  had  not 
influence 
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influence  enough  to  obtain  at 
Athens  over  Ariftophanes,  nor  the 
great  Pompey  at  Rome,  over  the 
actor  who  had  the  infolence  to 
abufe  him  under  the  name  of  R/fag- 
nus,  by  which  he  was  univerfaily 
known,  and  to  tell  him  from  the 
ftage,  Mifcriis  ncjlris  Magnus  Mag- 
nus es.  A  man  of  lei's  philofophy 
than  yourfelf,  would,  perhaps,  have 
challiled  Mr.  Foote  corporally,  and 
have  made  him  feel  that  your 
wooden  leg  which  he  mimicked, 
had  an  avenging  arm  to  protect 
it ;  but  you  fcorned  fo  inglorious 
a  victory,  and  called  juftice  ar.d 
the  laws  of  your  country  to  pu- 
nilh  the  criminal,  and  to  avenge 
your  caufe.  You  triumphed  ;  and 
I  heartily  join  my  weak  voice  to  the 


To  the  Memory 

of 

S  V  L  V I  \  , 

A    chearful   companion  ; 

faithful  friend ; 

and 

real  Philofopher, 

if 

Obedience  to  God, 

Conformity  to  Nature, 

and  Benevolence  to  Man  ; 

with  unaffected  indifference 

to 

Profit,  Power,  or  Fame, 

be  true  Philofophy. 

She 

mingled  in  ail  companies, 


yet  preserved 

loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citi-     her  native  f,mplicity  of  manners } 


zens  of  Dublin  upon  this  occafion 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  lome  of 
your  many  tributary  wits  have  al- 
ready preiented  you  with  gratula- 
tory  poems,  odes,  &c.  upon  this 
fubject  :  I  own  I  had  fome  thoughts 
myfelf  of  inscribing  a  lhort  poem 
to  you  upon  your  triumph  :  but  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  when  I  had 
writ  not  above  two  thoufand  verfes 
of  it,  my  mufe  forfook  me,  my 
poetic  vein  flopped,  i  threw  away 
mv  pen,  and  I  burned  my  poem, 
to'  the  irreparable  lofs  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  alfo  of  lateft 
polterity. 

I  very  feriouflyand  fincerely  wi(h 
you  a  great  many  very  happy  new 
years,  and  am 

Your  moft  faithful 

friend  and  fervant, 
Chesterfield. 

I  like  your  meffenger,  young 
Dunkin,  mightily  :  he  is  a  very 
fenfible  well-behaved  young  man. 

*  To  the  appreheftfions  of  canine  madnef: 


and 

was  carefTed  by  the  profligate^ 

whillt  fhe  reproved  their 

Vices, 

by  her  good  example. 

Her  Religion 

was  untahv  d  with  Bigotryj 

although  ted  of  no 

Articles     i"  i'aith  ; 

and 

fhe  Readily  maintained 

Paffive  Obedience   md  Non  itiiltancej 

without  becoming 

a  Partizan  in  Politics. 

Spotlefs  as  a  Saint 

fhe  lived  ;   and  died  a  Martyr.  * 

This  Monument 

blazons   no  feigned  Virtues  of  the 

Dead, 

to  flatter  the  Vanity  of  the 

Living; 

for  it  is  erected  not  to  a 

Woman, 

but 

a  Spaniel. f 

fee  Dr.  Percival's  Moral  Tales,  vol.  z> 


+   A  monument,  in  Lord  Temple's  gardens  at  Stowe,  fuggefted  this  intcnption.- 
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ODE    for   the   NEW-YEA  R,     1777. 
Written  by  W.  Whitehead,  E/q. 

AGAIN  imperial  Winter's  fway 
Bids  the  earth  and  air  obey, 
Throws  o'er  yon  hoftile  lakes  his  icy  bar, 
And,  for  a  while,  fufpends  the  rage  of  war. 

O  may  it  ne*er  revive  ! Ye  wife, 

Ye  jult,  ye  virtuous,  and  ye  brave, 
Leave  fell  contention  to  the  fons  of  vice, 
And  join  your  powers  to  fave. 

Enough  of  (laughter  have  ye  known, 
Ye  wayward  children  of  a  diftant  clime; 

For  you  we  heave  the  kindred  groan, 
We  pity  your  misfortune  and  your  crime. 

Stop,  parricides,   the  blow, 

O  find   another  foe  ! 
And  hear  a  parent's  dear  requeft, 
Who  longs  to  clafp  you  to  her  yielding  breaft. 

What  change  would  ye  require  ?  What  form 

Ideal,  floats  in  fancy's  fky  ? 
Ye  fond  enthufiafts,   break  the  charm, 
And  let  cool  reafon  clear  the  mental  eye. 
On  Britain's  well-mix'd  itate  alone 
True  liberty  has  fix'd  her  throne, 
Where  law,  not  man,  an  equal  rule  maintains  : 
Can  freedom  e'er  be  found  where  many  a  tyrant  reigns  ? 

United,  let  us  all  thofe  bleffings  find, 
The  God  of  nature  meant  mankind. 
Whate'er  of  error,  ill  redreft, 
Whate'er  of  pafiion,  ill  repreit, 
Whate'er  the  wicked  have  conceived, 
And  folly's  heedlefs  fons  believ'd, 
Let  all  lie  buried  in  oblivion's  flood, 
And  our  great  cement  be,  the  public  good. 

ODE 
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O  D  E  for   his   MAJESTY'S  Birth-da y,    177 
Written  by  W.  Whitehead,  Efq. 

DRIVEN  out  from  Heav'n's  echerial  domes, 
On  earth  infatiate  Difcord  roams, 
And  fpreads  her  baleful  influence  far: 
On  wretched  man  her  fcorpion  flings 
Around  th'  infidious  fury  flings, 
Corroding  every  blifs,  and  fharp'ning  every   care. 
Hence,  demon,  hence  !   in  tenfold  night 

Thy  Stygian  fpells  employ, 
Nor  with  thy  prefence  blafl  the  light 
Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  to  joy. 

But  come,   thou  fofter  deity, 
Faireft  Unanimity  ! 
Nut  more  fair  the  liar  that  leads 
Bright  Aurora's  glowing  fteeds, 
Or  on  Helper's  front  that  lhines 
When  the  garifh  day  declines ; 
Bring  thy  ufual  train  along, 
Feftive  dance  and  choral  fong, 
Loofe-rob'd  fport,  from  folly  free, 
And  mirth,  chaltis'd  by  decency. 

Enough  of  war  the  penfive  Mufe  has  fang, 
Enough  of  {laughter  trembled  on  her  tongue; 
Fairer  profpecls  let  her  bring 

Than  hoflile  fields   and   icenes  of  blooJ  ; 
If  happier  hours  are  on  the  wing, 

Wherefore  damp  the  coming  good  ? 
If  again  our  tears  mult  flow, 

Why  fore  ft  al  the  future  woe  ? 
Bright-eye'd  Hope,  thy  pleating  power 
Gilds  at  leaft  the  prefent  hour, 
Every  anxious  thought  beguiles, 
Dreifes  every  face  in  fmiles, 
Nor  lets  one  tranfient  cloud  the  blifs  deflroy 
Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  to  joy. 

EPILOGUE  /«//;?  Tragedy  cf  Semiramis. 
Written  by  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 
Spoken  by  Mrs.  Yates. 

DISHEVELL'D  ftill,  like  Afia's  bleeding  Queen, 
Shall  I  with  jells  deride  the  tragic  fcene  i 

O  3  No, 
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No,  beauteous  mourners ! — from  whofe  downcaft  eyes-* 

The  Mufe  has  drawn  her  nobleft  facrifice  ! 

Whofe  gentle  bofoms,  Pity's  Altars — bear 

The  cryftal  incenfe  of  each  falling  tear  !  — 

There  lives  the  Poets  praife  !   no  Critic  art 

Can  match  the  comment  of  a  feeling  heart ! 

When  gen'ral  plaudits  fpeak  the  Fable  o'er — 
Which  mute  attention  had  approv'd  before, 
Tho'  ruder  fpirits  love  th'  accuflom'd  jell 
Which  chafes  forrow  from  the  vulgar  breaft, 
Still  hearts  refin'd  their  fadden'd  tint  retain — 
The  figh  is  pleafure  !  and  the  jeft  is  pain  !  — 
Scarce  have  they  fmiles,  to  honour  grace,  or  wit, 
— Tho'  Rofcius  fpoke  the  verfe  himfelf  had  writ  \ 
Thus  thro'  the  time,  when  vernal  fruits  receive 
The  grateful  fhow'rs  that  hang  on  April's  eve; 
Tho'  every  coarfer  ftem  of  Foreft  birth 
Throws  with  the  morning  beam  its  dews  to  earth, 
— Ne'er  does  the  gentle  Rofe  revive  fo  foon, 
But,  bath'd  in  nature's  tears,  it  droops  'till  noon. 

O  could  the  Mufe  one  fimple  moral  teach  ! 
From  fcenes  like  thefe,  which  all  who  heard  might  reach !-*■ 
Thou  child  of  fympathy — whoe'er  thou  art, 
Who  with  Affyria's  Queen  haft  wept  thy  part, — 
Go  fearch,  where  keener  woes  demand  relief, 
Go— while  thy  heart  yet  beats  with  fancy'd  grief; 
Thy  lip  ftill  confcious  of  the  recent  figh, 
The  graceful  tear  ftill  ling'ring  in  thy  eye, — 
Go — and  on  real  mifery  beftow 
The  blefs'd  effufion  of  fidtitious  woe  ! 

So  fhall  our  Mufe,  fupreme  of  all  the  nine, 
Deferve,  indeed,  the  title  of — Divine — 
Virtue  fhall  own  her  favour'd  from  above, 
And  Pity — greet  her — with  a  fitter's  love, 

PROLOGUE  to  the  Word   to    the  Wise,  performed  for  the  Be- 
nefit of  Mrs.  Kelly  and  her  Children.     By  Dr.  Johnson. 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Hull. 

THIS  night  prefents  a  play,  which  public  rage, 
Or  right,  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage. 
From  zeal  or  malice  now  no  more  we  dread, 
For  Englifh  vengeance  -ivars  not  with  the  dead. 
A  generous  foe  regards,   with  pitying  eye, 
The  man  whom  Fate  has  laid  where  all  mutt  lie, 

To 
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To  wit,  reviving  from  its  author's  dufl, 

Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  lead  be  jaftj 

For  no  renew'd  hoftilities  invade 

Th'  oblivious  grave's  inviolable  made. 

Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appeafe, 

And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe ; 

To  pleafe  by  fcenes  unconfcious  of  offence, 

By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

Where  aught  of  bright,  or  fair,  the  piece  difplays, 

Approve  it  only — 'tis  too  late  to  praife. 

If  want  of  fkill,  or  want  of  care,  appear, 

Forbear  to  hifs — the  poet  cannot  hear. 

By  all,  like  him,  muft  praife  arid  blame  be  found, 

At  beft,  a  fleeting  gleam,  or   empty   found. 

Yet  then  fhall  calm  refle&ion  blefs  the  night, 

When  liberal  pity  dignify'd  delight ; 

When  Plcafure  fir'd  her  torch  at  Virtue's  flame, 

And  Mirth  was  Bounty  with  a  humbler  name. 

PROLOGUE  to  the  School  for  Scandal.     By  Mr.  Garrick. 

Spoken  by  Mr.  King, 

A  SCHOOL   for  Scandal !  Tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
Needs  there  a  School — this  modifh  art  to  teach  you  ? 
No  need  of  leflbns  now — the  knowing  think 
We  might  as  well  be  taught  to  eat  and  drink. 
Caus'd  by  a  dearth  of  Scandal,  fhould  the  vapours 
Diftrefs  our  fair-ones — let  'em  read  the  papers  : 
Their  pow'rful  mixtures  fuch  diforders  hit, 
Crave  what  they  will,  there's  quantum  Jufficit. 

Lord  !  cries  my  Lady  Wormwood,   (who  loves  tattle, 
And  puts  much  fait  and  pepper  in  her  prattle) 
Juft  ris'n  at  noon,  all  night  at  cards,  when  threfhing 
Strong  tea  and  Scandal — blefs  me,  how  refreihing! 
Give  me   the  papers,  Lifp — how  bold  and  free — (fipO — J 
"  Laft  night  Lord  L. — (fipO — was  caught  with  Lady  D."  > 
—  For  aching  heads,  what  charming  falvolatile  ! — (fipO —  ^ 
"  If  Mrs.  B.  will  ftill  continue  flirting, 
"  We  hope  ftie'll  draw,  or  we'll  undraw,  the  curtain.' 
Fine  fatire,  poz — In  public  all  abule  it, 
But  by  ourfelves — (fipO — our  praife  we  can't  refufe  it. 
Now,  Lifp,  read  ycu — there  at  that  dafh  and  ftar —  -j 

Yes,  Ma'am — "  A  certain  Lord  had  beft  beware,  > 

"   Who  lives  not  twenty  miles  from   Grofv'nor-fquare ;     J 

"  For  mould  he  Lady  W find  willing — 

Cf  Wormwood  is  bitter." — Oh!  that's  me — the  villain  1 

•     O  4  Throw 
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Throw  it  behind  the  fire,  and  never  more 
Let  that  vile  paper  come  within  my  door. 

Thui  at  our  friends  we  laugh,  who  feel  the  dart  j 
To  reach  our  feelings,  we  ourfelves  mull:  fmart. 
Is  our  young  ba.d  fo  young — to  think  that  he 
Can  flop  the  full  fpring-tide  of  calumny  ? 
Knows  he  the  world  fo  little,  and  its  trade? 
Alas  !   the  Devil's  fooner  rais'd  ihan  laid. 
So  ftrong,  fo  fwift,  the  monfler,  there's  no  gagging  5 
Cut  Scandal's  head  off-  ftill  the  tongue  is  wagging. 
Proud  ofyour  fmiles,  once  lavifhly  beftow'd, 
Agiin  your  young  Don  Quixote  takes  the  road; 
To  fhew  his  gratitude  —he  draws  his  pen, 
And  fecks  this  Hydra  Scandal  in  its  den ; 
From  his  fell  gripe  the  frighted  fair  to  fave, 
Tho'  he  fhould  fall — th'  attempt  muft  pleafe  the  brave  ; 
For  your  applaufe,  all  perils  he  would  thro', 
He'll  fight — that's  write — a  cavalliero  true, 
?Till  ev'ry  drop  of  blood—that's  ink — is  fpilt  for  you. 


EPILOGUE  to  the  School  for  Scandal. 
Written  by  G.  Colman,  Efq; 

And  fpoken  by  Mrs.  Abington,  in  the  Character  of  Lady  Teazel. 

TWho  was  late  fo  volatile  and  gay, 
_ji  Like  a  trade-wind,  muft  now  blow  all  one  way, 
Bend  all  my  cares,  my  ftudies,  and  my  vows, 
To  on<  old  rufty  weather-cock — my  fpoufe  ; 
So  wills  our  virtuous  bard!  —  the  pyebald  Bayes 
Of  crying  epilogues  and  laughing  plays. 

Old  batchclors,  who  marry  fmart  young  wives, 
Learn  from  our  play  to  regulate  your  lives ! 
Each  bring  his  dear  to  town — all  faults  upon  her — 
London  will  prove  the  very  fource  of  honour ; 
Plung'd  fairly  in,   like  a  cold  bath,  it  ferves 
When  principles  relax,  to  brace  the  nerves. 
Such  is  my  cafe — and  yet  I  muft  deplore 
Thnt  the  gay  dream  of  diffipation's  o'ejr ; 
And  fay,  ye  fair,  was  ever  lively  wife, 
Horn  with  a  genius  for  thehigheft  life, 
Like  me,  untimely  blafted  in  her  bloom, 
Like  me,  condemn'd  to  fuch  a  difmal  doom  ? 
Save  money — when  I  juft  knew  how  to  iva/re  it  1 
ye  London — juft  as  I  began  to  tajie  it ! 


Muft 
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Mud  I  then  watch  the  early- crowing  cock? 

The  melancholy  ticking  of  a  clock? 

In  the  lone  ruftic  hall  for  ever  pounded, 

With  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  fqualling  brats,  furrounded  ? 

With  humble  Curates  can  I  now  retire? 

(While  good  Sir  Peter  boozes  with  the  'Squire,) 

And  at  back-gammon  mortify  my  foul, 

That  pants  for  loo,  or  flutters  at  a  vole  ? 

Seven's  the  main  ! — dear  found  ! — that  mull  expire, 

Loll:  at  hot-cockles  round  a  Chriftmas  fire  ! 

The  tranfient  hour  of  fafhion  too  foon  fpent, 

*'  Farewel  the  tranquil  mind,    farewel  content ! 

"   Farewel  the  plumed  head — the  cufhion'd  tete, 

"  That  takes  the  cufliion  from  its  proper  feat ! 

"  The  fpirit-ftirring  drum  ! — card-drums  I  mean — 

"  Spadille,  odd  trick,  pam,   baflo,   king  and  queen  ! 

"  And  you,  ye  knockers,  that  with  brazen  throat 

"  The  welcome  vifitor's  approach  denote, 

*f  Farewel  !  — all  quality  of  high  renown, 

*'  Pride,  pomp,  and  circumftance,  of  glorious  town, 

"  Farewel ! — your  revels  I  partake  no  more," 

"  And  Lady  Teazel's  occupation's  o'er." 

— All  this  1  told  our  bard — he  fmil'd,  and  faid  'twas  clear 

I  ought  to  play  deep  tragedy  next  year  : 

Meanwhile  he  drew  wife  morals  from  his  play, 

And  in  thefe  folemn  periods  ftalk'd  away  : 

"  Bleft  were  the  fair,  like  you  her  faults  whoflopt, 

"  And  clos'd  her  follies  when  the  curtain  dropt ! 

"  No  more  in  vice  or  error  to  engage, 

"  Or  play  the  fool  at  large  on  life's  great  ftage!" 

EPITAPH,  by  Mr.  Garrick,  mPaul  Whitehead,  Efq;  who 
was  born  Jan.  Z5,    1710,  and  died  Dec.  30,    1774. 

HERE  lies  a  man  misfortune  could  not  bend,* 
Prais'd  as  a  poet,  honoured  as  a  friend  ! 
Tho'  his  youth  kindled  with  the  love  of  fame, 
Within  his  bofom  glow'd  a  brighter  flame  ! 
Whene'er  his  friends  with  fharp  afflictions  bled, 
And  from  the  wounded  deer  fhe  herd  was  fled, 
Whitehead  flood  forth,  the  healing  balm  applied, 
Nor  quitted  their  diflrefies — till  he  died. 

D.  G. 

*  Alluding,  it  is  imagined,  to  his  long  imprifonment  for  Mr.  Fleetwood. 
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STo  a  LADY  iv ho  loved  Dancing. 
Written    by    the   late   Judge  Burnet. 

MAY  I  prefume,  in  humble  lays, 
My  dancing  fair,  thy  fteps  to  praife  ?— . 
While  this  grand  maxim  I  advance, 
That  all  the  world  is  but  a  dance. 
That  human-kind,  both  man  and  woman, 
Do  dance,  is  evident  and  common  ; 
David  himfelf,  that  God-like  King, 
We  know  could  dance  as  well  zsfing  : 
Folks  who  at  Court  would  keep  their  ground 
Muft  dance  the  year  attendance  round  : 
Whole  nations  dance ;  gay  friiking  France 
Has  led  the  nation  many  a  dance  ; 
And  fome  believe  both  France  and  Spain 
Refolve  to  take  us  out  again. 
All  Nature  is  one  ball,  we  find  ; 
The  water  dances  to  the  wind  ; 
The  fea  itfelf,  at  night  and  noon, 
Rifes  and  capers  to  the  moon  ; 
The  moon  around  the  earth  does  tread 
A  Chefhire  round  in  buxom  red  ; 
The  earth  and  planets  round  the  fun 
Dance ;  nor  will  their  dance  be  done 
Till  Nature  in  one  mafs  is  blended  ; 
Then  we  may  fay,  the  ball  is  ended, 

BATH;  its  BEAUTIES  and  AMUSEMENTS. 
Parve  (nee  invideo)  fine  me  liber  ibis  in  ignem. 

OThou,  who  eril  from  Baia's  fmoking  plain, 
Didlt  to  thefe  rocks  cransfer  thy  healing  reign  ! 
Lord  of  each  ftagnant  and  fulphureous  ditch, 
Great  foe  to  vegetation  and  the  itch  ! 
A flili:  my  fong,  infpire  my  votive  lays, 
For  Bath  demands,  and  Bath  deferves  my  praife. 
Bath,  the  divine  Hygeia's  favour'd  child, 
Where  Pigs  were  once,  and  Princes  now  are  boil'd, 
Where  Arts  and  Elegance  have  fix'd  their  feat, 
And  Graces  ply,  like  chairmen, — in  the  ftreet ; 
Where  free  from  ling'ring  Education's  plan, 
By  which  the  brute  is  polifh'd  into  man, 
We  learn  a  fhorter  and  more  pleafing  road, 
And  grow  (like  beef)  by  ftcwing — Alamode, 

'Tis 
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'Tis  here  alone  that  Architecture  frames 

Such  folid  buildings,  with  fuch  founding  names  : 

A  Circus,  that  three  ranks  cf  columns  boaits — ■ 

Three  ranks  of  columns,  like  three  rows  of  polls ; 

Where  none  to  dang'rous  merit  make  pretence, 

Orfeek  a  painful  fad  pre-eminence. 

No  kind  pilafter  at  that  giddy  height 

Difpels  our  terrors  or  relieves  our  fight, 

Becaufe  we're  told  (tho'  different  the  name) 

That  maflive  and  majeftic  are  the  fame. 

Not  thus  the  Crefcent  towers  thro'  the  air, 

The  proud  Ionic  reigns  unrival'd  there; 

Her  pedeitals  are  eas'd  of  half  their  trouble, 

Like  gen'rous  fteeds,  unfit  to  carcy  double. 

But  then  that  Square — within  whole  center  rail'd 

Like  Tafte  upon  an  obelilk  impal'd  ; 

Mark,  how  from  fervile  fqueamifh  order  free, 

The  different  buildings  fweetly  degree  ! 

This  boails  a  richer,  that  an  humbler  grace, 

Like  courtiers  in,  and  courtiers  out  of  place! 

But  while  the  Mufe  thro'  lifelefs  rubbifh  itrays, 
Say,  can  no  living  wonders  claim  her  lays  ? 
What  names,  what  rifles  might  (he  not  rehearfe  ! 
'Twould  almofl  make  a  chronicle  in  verfe. 
What  Peers  laft  night  were  melted  drop  by  drop, 
To  fhew  how  well  Right  Honourables  hop, 
(While  thinly  fcatter'u.  poor  Plebeians  ftare, 
And  wonder  how  the  devil  they  came  there.) 
What  Nabobs,   rich  in  every  thing  but  fenfe, 
Difplay  their  haughty  dull  magnificence : 
What  Beaux,  whom  Heaven  had  ienr  us  for  our  fins, 
To  teach  us  graces,  and  to  kick  our  fhins ; 
What  cloud  capt  Belles— But  fhall  the  honeft  Mufe 
Accept  that  talk  which  Envy  would  refufe  ? 
Shall  fhe  'gainft  Heav'n  exert  her  impious  fkill  ? 
For  tho'  conceal'd  by  cloud-,  'tis  Heaven  Hill. 

To  you,  ye  fnarling,  fcribbling,  fceptic  crew, 
Who  in  perfection's  felf  fome  Haw  can  view  ; 
You,  who  unmov'd  on  Julia's  felf  can  gaze, 
f  While  o'er  her  cheek  the  foft  fmile  trembling  plays*  ;" 
Whom,  nor  the  piercing  glance  of  confeious  fenfe, 
Nor  the  meek  eye  of  anxious  diffidence  ; 
To  fomething  like  humanity  can  move — 
Whom  gods  might  fear,  and  devils  cannot  love- 
To  you  th'  unmanly  cenfere  I  refign, — 
To  love,  to  pity,  to  protect,  be  mine. 

*  Camoens. 

Hut 
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But  foft — behold  new  game  appears  in  view — 
Obferve  that  bufy,  fluttering,  noify  crew  ! 
They're  all  Apollo's  fon  from  top  to  bottom — 
Tho'  poor  Apollo  wonders  where  he  got  them  f 
See  how  they  hurry  to  that  hallow'd  fhrine — 
That  facred  feat  of  Sappho  and  the  Nine  ; 
Where  plac'd  on  quarries  of  the  pureft  ftone, 
The  red  brick  fhines  unrival'd  and  alone  : 
Blefsus — what  toil,  what  coft  has  been  beftow'd. 
To  give  that  profpecT — of  the  London  road  I 
Our  admiration  knows  not  where  to  fix — 
Here  acafcade,  and  there  a  coach  and  fix  I 
Within  a  myftic  vafe  with  laurel  crown'd — 
Hence  ye  profane  ! — 'tis  confecrated  ground  ! 
Here  Sappho's  hands  che  laft  fad  rites  difpenfe 
To  mangled  poetry  and  murder'd  fenfe ; 
Here  jeits  were  heard,  M  at  which  even  Juno  i'mit'd, 
"  When  crack;d  by  Jove  magnificently  mild  *," 
Je&s,  fo  fublimely  void  of  fenfe  and  thought, 
Poor  fimple  mortals  cannot  find  them  out ; 
Rhime, — like  Scotch  coufins, — in  fuch  order  plac'd. 
The  fir  ft  fcarce  claims  acquaintance  with  the  laft  \ 
But  fee,  at  length  the  cold  dull  fcene  to  cheer, 
Kind  Nature  bids  her  Jerningham  appear. 
See  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs  and  defpair, 
Eliza's  form  and  Yorick's  alter'd  air  ; 
The  laft  tear  giiftens  in  his  fleeplefs  eye, 
While  on  his  lip  hangs  quiv'ring  the  cold  figh  \ 
At  ev'ry  pang  our  tears  unbidden  flow, 
Till  the  heart  fickens  at  the  pictur'd  woe. 
But  now  'tis  paft — the  dream  is  done  away, 
And  banifn'd  Dulnefs  reaflumes  her  fway. 
Go  then,  my  Mufe  !  to  her  direel  thy  lays, 
Be  dull,   be  noify,  and  expedl  the  bays. 
No  more  {hall  merit  ftrive  that  prize  to  win, 
**  She  was  a  ftranger,  and  was  taken  in  f." 
Go— with  M'Pherfon  in  Teutonic  foar, 
With  Mallet  whine,  with  bluft'ring  K — roar;      . 
Retail  like  Cumberland  the  holy  writ, 
And  bid  the  Ten  Commandments  pafs  for  wit. 
Should  allParnaffus  'gainft  thy  efforts  join, 
Vain  were  the  force  of  Phcebus  and  the  Nine ; 
E'ven  Sappho's  felf  before  thy  pow'r  fhall  bend, 
And  crown  thy  nonfenfe — tho'  fhe  can't  commend. 


Jove  magnificently  mild, 


Crack'd  his  blythe  jefts,  at  which  e'en  Juno  Trailed.     Judgment  of  Apollo. 
f  Sappho's  fpeech  to  Lord  Abingdon. 

The 
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The    END  of  WRITING;    an  Imitation   of fome   French  Verfes ; 
Addrefed  to  Authors. 

THESE  fair  fheets  of 'fool/cap  which  thus  ye  are  foilin?, 
Still  cutting,  and  fcribbling,  and  blotting,  and  1 "polling ; 
This  paper,   I  fay,  had  an  honeft  beginning, 
Being  born  of  good  flax,  and  begotten  by  (pinning; 
To  the  loom  in  due  time,  and  the  ragfhop  it  pafl, 
Into  leaves  of  fine  fool/cap  converted  at  laft. 
Now,  feiz'd  by  the  Wits,   it  inceffantly  teems 
Or  with  vifions  in  verfe,  or  political  dreams  ; 
Till  his  Worfhip,  juil  rous'd  from  his  afternoon's  doze, 
With  a  pipe  of  Virginia  regaleth  his  nofe  : 
Then  twifled,  and  twirl'd,   and  condemn'd  to  the  taper, 
In  a  puff  is  confum'd  this  unfortunate  paper. 

It  is  thus,  my  good  friends,   that  Truth  fetteth  before  ye, 
Of  your  boafted  employment — the  tragical  ftorv  : 
Your  choiceft  productions,   whate'er  be  their  name, 
Will  end,  at  the  bell,  in  the  vapour  of  fame: 
That  vapour,  my  friends,  do  ye  think  it  will  ftay  ? 
—Like  his  IVorjhip's  laft  -ivbijf,  it  will  vanifh  away. 

VERSES  fent  by  a  Gentleman  to  his  Lady  with  a  Prtfcnt  of  a  Knife* 

A  Knife,  dear  girl,  cuts  love,  they  fay  ; — 
Mere  modifh  love,  perhaps,  it  may  : 
For  any  tool  of  any  kind, 
Can  fep'rate  what  was  never  join'd. 
The  knife  that  cuts  our  love  in  two 
Will  have  much  tougher  work  to  do  : 
Mull  cut  your  foftnefs,   worth  and  fpirit, 
Down  to  the  vulgar  fize  of  merit ; 
To  level  yours  with  modern  tafte, 
Muft  cut  a  world  of  fenfe  to  wafte  ; 
And  from  your  fingle  beauty's  ftore, 
Clip  what  would  dizen  out  a  fcore. 
The  felf-fame  blade  from  me  muft  fever 
Senfation,  judgment,  fight  forever; 
All  mem'ry  of  endearments  pail, 
All  hope  of  comforts  long  to  laft, 
All  that  makes  fourteen  years  with  you 
A  fummer; — and  a   fhort  one   too: 
All  that  affection  feels  and  fears 
When  hours,  without  you,  feem  like  years. — 
Till  that  be  done  (and  I'd  as  foon 
E-lieve  this  knife  will  chip  the  moon) 

Accep: 
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Accept  my  prefent  undeterr'd, 
And  leave  their  proverbs  to  the  herd. 
If  in  a  kifs — delicious  treat!  — 
Your  lips  acknowledge   the  receipt ; 
Love,  fond  of  fuch    fubitantial    fare, 
And   proud   to    play    the  glutton  there, 
All   thoughts   of  cutting  will  difdain, 
Save   only — cut   and  come  again. 

PROLOGUE  fpoken  by  Sir   George    Beaumont,  Bart,  at  the 
Opening   of  the  new    Theatre  at  North  Afbn,   Oxon, 

Written   by    Wm.  Whitehead,   Efq;    1776. 

SURE  fome  iafcdlion  hovers  in  the  air  ! 
For  every  man  and  woman  is  turn'd  play'r! 
No  age  efcapes   it— antiquated  dames 
And  reverend  Romeos   breathe   fictitious  flames  ; 
Pale  miffes  antedate  love's   future  force, 
And  fchool  boy  Richards  lifp  "  a  horfe,  ahorfe!" 
No  rank  efcapos  it — with  a  Garrick  art 
Right  Honourable  Hamlets   ftare  and  ftart ; 
And  Lady  Belvideras  every  where, 
Pat  the  ftarch'd   handkerchief,  and  fqueeze  a  tear- 

What  wonder  then,  in  this  theatric  age, 
If  we  too  catch  the  epidemic  rage  ? 
It  with  the  reft  we  play  the  mimic's  part, 
And  drive  to  our  own  barn  the  Thelpian  cart ; 
For  we  confefs  this  pageant  pomp  you  fee 
Was  once  a  barn — the  feat  of  induftry  ; 
And  time  may  come,  when  all  this  glittering  (how 
Of  canvas,  paint,  and  plafter,  fhall  lie  low  ; 
Thefe  gorg?   .     palaces,  yon  cloud-capt  fcene, 
This  barn  iticif,  may  be  a  barn  again  : 
The  fpirit  ftirring  drum  may  ceafe  to  roar, 
The  prompter's  whiftle   may   be  heard  no  more ; 
But  echoing  founds  of  ruitic  toil  prevail, 
The  winnowing  hifs  and  clapping  of  the  flail ; 
Hither  once  more  may  unhous'd  vagrants  fly, 
To  fhun  th'  inclement  blaft  and  pelting  fky  ; 
On  Lear's  own  draw  may  gy  piles  reft  their  head, 
And  trulls   lie  fnug  in  Deidemona's  bed. 

JUPITER  and  MERCURY.     A  Fable. 
Written  fome  Time  fence  by  D.  G  ■■        ,  Efq\ 

HERE,  Hermes,  fays  Jove,  who  with  ne&ar  was  mellow^ 
Go  fetch  me  fome  clay — I  will  make  an  oddfellow  ; — 
Right  and  wrong   lhall  be  jumbled, — much  gold  and  fome  drofs ; 
Without  caufe  be  he  pleas'd,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs  -t 

5  Be 
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JBe  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw  in  contradictions, 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn'd  to  fictions ; 

Now  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,  warm'd  in  the  baking, 

Turn  to  learning  and  gaming,  religion  and  raking. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  chafte ; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  fine  tafte ; 

That  the  rake  and  the  poet  o'er  all  may  prevail, 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail : 

For  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I'll  bellow  it, 

This    Scholar,    Rake ,  Cbrijiian,  Dupe,  Gamefter  and  Poet : 

Tho'  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  ihall  merit  great  fame, 

And  among  brother  mortals — be  Goldsmith  his  name  ! 

When  on  earth  this  ftrange  meteor  no  more  (hall  appear, 

You,  Hermes,  ihall  fetch  him, — to  make  us  fport  here  ! 

D.G. 

Qn  Dr.   GOLDSMITH';  Characteristical   Cookery. 
A  Jeu  D'Efprit. 
By  D.   G.  Efqi 

ARE  thefe  the  choice  difhes  the  Doctor  has  fent  us  ? 
Is  this  the  great  poet  whofe  works  fo  content  us  r 
This  Goldfmith's  fine  feaft,  who  has  written  fine  books  ? 
Heaven  fends  us  goodz*^ — but  the  Devil  fends  cooks. 

D.  G. 


LINE  S  from  Dr.  Barnard,  Dean   ofDerry,    to  Dr.  Goldsmith 
and  Mr.  Cumberland. 

DEAR  Noll  and  dear  Dick,  fince  you've  made  us  fo  merry, 
Accept  the  belt  thanks  of  the  poor  Dean  of  Deiry  ! 
Tho'  I  here  muft  confefs,  that  your  meat  and  your  wine 
Are  not  quite  to  my  tafte,  tho'  they're  both  very  fine  ; 
For  fherry's  a  liquor  monaftic,  you  own  ; 
Now  there's  nothing  I  hate  fo — as  drinking  alone — 
It  may  do  for  your  monks,  or  your  curates  and  vicars, 
But,  for  my  part,  I'm  fond  of  more  fociable  liquors. 
Your  ven'fon's  delicious — tho'  too  fweet  your  fauce  is  — 
Sed  non  ego  maculis  offendar  paucis. 
So  foon  as  you  pleafe,  you  may  ferve  me  your  difh-up, 
But  inftead  of  your  fherry,  pray  make  me  ^—Bijbop  ! 


Bijfof 
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Biffjop  Corbet  *  to  his  Son  Vincent  Coreet,  two  Years  of  Age, 

WHAT  I  fhall  leave  thee  none  can  tell, 
But  all  fhall  fay  I  wifh  you  well ; 
I  wifh  thee,  Vin.  before  all  wealth, 
Both  bodily  and  ghoftly  health  : 
Not  too  much  wealth  nor  wit  come  to  thee — 
Too  much  of  either  may  undo  thee. 
I  wifh  thee  learning,  not  for  fhow, 
Enough  for  to  inftrucl  and  know; 
Not  fuch  as  gentlemen  require, 
To  prate  at  table  and  at  fire. 
I  wifh  thee  all  thy  mother's  graces, 
Thy  father's  fortunes  and  his  places. 
I  wifh  thee  friends,  and  one  at  Court, 
Not  to  build  on,   but  fupport; 
To  keep  thee  not  in  doing  many 
Oppreffions,  but  from  fuff'ring  any. 
I  wifh  thee  peace  in  all  thy  ways, 
Nor  lazy  nor  contentious  days  ; 
And  when  thy  foul  and  body  part, 
As  innocent  as  now  thou  art. 

CHARACTERS  of  Mr.  Granville,  (Nephew  to  Lord  Landf- 
down,)  and  of  William  Harrison,  Efq;  from  an  Epijile  of  Dr. 
Young's,  not  yet  infer  ted  among  his  Works. 

YET  ftill  one  blifs,  one  glory,  I  forbear, 
A  darling  friend  whom   near  your  heart  you  wear : 
That  lovely  youth,  my  Lord,  whom  you  mull:  blame, 
That  I  grow  thus  familiar  with  your  name. 

He's  friendly,  open,  in  his  conduct  nice, 
Nor  ferve  thefe  virtues  to  atone  for  vice ; 
Vice  he  has  none,  or  fuch  as  none  wifh  lefs, 
But  friends  indeed,  good-nature  in  excefs. 
You  cannot  boaft  the  merit  of  a  choice 
In  making  him   your  own,   'twas  Nature's  voice, 
Which  call'd  too  loud  by  man  to  be  withftood, 
Pleading  a  tie  far  nearer  than  of  blood ; 
Similitude  of  manners,    fuch  a  mind, 
As  makes  you  lefs  the  wonder  of  mankind. 
Such  eafe  his  common  converfe  recommends, 
As  he  ne'er  felt  a  paffion,  but  his  friends ; 

•  Made  Bifhop  of  Norwich  in  1632. 

3  Yet 
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Vet  nVd  his  principles,  beyond  the  force 
Of  all  beneath  the  fun  to  bend  his  courfe  *. 

Thus  the  tall  cedar,  beautiful  and  fair, 
Flatters  the  motions  of  die  wanton  air  ; 
Salutes  each  paffing  breeze  with  head  redin'd  ; 
The  pliant  branches  dance  in  every  wind  : 
But  fix'd  the  flcm  her  upright  ftace  maintains, 
And  all  the  fury  of  the  North  difdains. 

How  are  you  blefs'd  in  fuch  a  matchlefs  friend  ! 
Alas .'   with  me  the  joys  of  friendfhip  end  ; 

0  Harrifon  !  I  muft,   I  will  complain  ; 

Tears  foothe  the  foul's  d.ftrefs,  tho'  fhed  in  vain: 
Didft  thou  return,  and  blefs  thy  native  more 
With  welcome  peace,  and  is  my  friend  no  more?  — 
Thy  talk  was  early  done,  and  I  muft  own 
Death  kind  to  thee,  but,  ah  !  to  thee  alone. 
But  'tis  in  me  a  vanity  to  mourn, 
The  forrows  of  the  great  thy  tomb  adorn  ; 
Strafford  and  Bolingbroke  the  lofs  perceive, 
They  grieve,  and  make  thee  envy'd  in  thy  grav«. 
With  aching  heart,  and  a  foreboding  mind, 

1  night  to  day  in  painful  journey  jcin'd, 
When  firft  inform'd  of  his  approaching  fate, 
But  reach'd  the  partner  of  my  foul  too  late  f  ; 
lTwas  paft;  his  cheek  was  cold  ;   that  tuneful  tongue 
Which  Ifis  charm'd  with  its  melodious  fong, 

Now  languifh'd,  wanted  ftrength  to  fpeak  his  pain, 
Scarce  raL'd  a  feeble  groan,  and  funk  again  : 
Each  art  of  life,  in  which  he  bore  a  part, 
Shot  like  an  arrow  thro'  my  bleeding  heart. 
To  what  ferv'd  all  his  promis'd  wealth  and  pow'r4 
But  more  to  load  that  moft  unhappy  hour  ? 

Yet  ftill  prevaii'd  the  grsatnefs  of  his  mind  ; 
That,  not  in  health,  or  life  itfelf,  confin'd, 
Felt  thro'  his  mortal  pangs  Britannia's  peace, 
Mounted  to  joy,  and  frnil'd  in  Death's  embrace, 

His  fpirit  now  juft  ready  to  refign, 
No  longer  now  his  own,   no  longer  mine, 
He  grafps  my  hand,  his  fwimming  eye-balls  roll, 
My  hand  he  grafps,  and  enters  in  my  foul  ; 
Then  wich  a  groan  —  fupport  me,  O  !   beware 
Of  holding  worth,  however  great,  too  dear  I 


*  His  Lordfnip's  nephew,  who  took  orders. 

f  Swift  gives  a  fimilar  affecting  account  of  his  calling  on  him  too  late  in  hit 
'Journal  to  Stella. 
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Ext  rati  from  Mason's  Englijh  Garden, 

NOR  is  that  Cot,  of  which  fond  Farcy  draws 
This  cafual  pitture,  alien  from  our  theme. 
Revifit  it  at  morn  ;  its  opening  latch, 
Tho'  Penury  and  Toil  within  refide, 
Shall  pour  thee  forth  a  youthful  progeny 
Glowing  with  health  and  beauty  :   (fuch  the  dower 
Of  equal  Heav'n)   fee  how  the  ruddy  tribe 
Throng  rqund  the  threfhold,  and,  with  vacant  gaze, 
Salute  thee  ;  call  the  loiterers  into  ufe, 
And  form  of  thefe  thy  fence,  the  living  fence 
That  graces  what  it  guards.     Thou  think'it,  perchance^ 
That  fkill'd  in  nature's  heraldry,  thy  art 
Has  in  the  limits  of  yon  fragrant  tuft, 
Marihall'd  each  rofe,  that  to  the  eye  of  June 
Spreads  its  peculiar  crimfon  ;  do  not  err, 
The  lovelielt  full  is  wanting  ;  the  frefh  rofe 
Of  Innocence,  it  blofibms  on  their  cheek, 
And,  Io,  to  thee  they  bear  it!  ftriving  each, 
In  panting  race,  who  firft  fhall  reach  the  lawn, 
Proud  to  be  call'd  thy  fhepherds.     Want,  alas  I 
Has  o'er  their  little  limbs  her  livery  hung, 
In  many  a  tatter'd  fold,  yet  ftill  thofe  limbs 
Are  fhapely  ;  their  rude  locks  ftart  from  their  brow, 
Yet  on  that  open  brow,  its  deareft  throne, 
Sits  fweet  Simplicity.     Ah,  clothe  the  troop 
In  fuch  a  ruiTet  garb  as  beft  befits 
Their  paftoral  office  ;  let  the  leathern  fcrip 
Swing  at  their  fide,  tip  thou  their  crock  with  ftcel,. 
And  braid  their  hat  with  rufhes,  then  to  each 
Aflign  his  ftation  ;  at  the  dole  of  eve, 
Be  it  their  care  to  pen  in  hurdled  cote 
The  fleck,  and  when  the  matin  prime  returns, 
Their  care  to  fet  them  free  ;  yet  watching  Hill 
The  liberty  they  lend,  oft  {halt  thou  hear 
Their  vvhifile  fhrill,  and  oft  their  faithful  dog 
Shall  with  obedient  barkings  fright  the  flock 
From  wrong  or  robbery.     The  livelong  day 
Meantime  rolls  lightly  o'er  their  happy  heads; 
They  bafk  on  funny  hillocks,  or  difport 
In  rullic  paftime,  while  that  lovelieft  grace, 
Which  only  Jives  in  aclion  unreftrain'd, 
To  evVy  fimple  geiture  lends  a  charm. 
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A  NEW   YEAR'S  ODE,    To  Queen  Mary,    1562.     The  Poet, 
Alexander   Scott. 

To  Queen  Mary,  when  Jhe  firjl  came  Hame. 

WELCUM,  illuftrat  lady,  and  our  Quene, 
Welcum  our  Lyone  with  the  F!oure-dy-Lyce  ; 
Wekum  our  Thiflle  with  the  Lorane  Grene, 

Welcum  our  rubent  role  upon  the  ryce  : 
Welcum  our  Jem  and  joy  full  Gentryce, 
Welcum  our  Beil  of  Albion  to  beir ; 
Welcum  our  pleafand  Princes  maiit  of  prayce  ; 

God  give  you  grace  agains  this  gude  NEW  YIER, 

Found  on  the  firfr.  four  Virtues  CarJinall, 

On  Wifdom,  Juftice,  Force,  and  Temperance, 

Applaud  to  prudent  folk,  and  principall 
Of  verteous  life,   thy  glory  to  advance  ; 

Wey  Juftice  equal  with  Difcrepance  ! 

Strengthen  thy  State,  with  itedfaitnefs  to  fteir, 
To  temper  Tyme  with  true  continuance, 

God  give  thee  grace  agaias  this  gude  NEW  YIER. 

Frefch,  fulgent,  flurift,   frs^rant  flower  formofe  ! 

Lantern  to  luve,  of  lady's  lamp  and  lot : 
Cherry  maift  fweet !  cheif  carbuncle  and  choife  : 

Chalt  fouling  Sovraign  !   mining  bsautie  fpot  i 

Bleil !  beautifull  !   benygn  !    and  befr.  begot! 

To  this  indyte  pleafe  to  incline  thine  eir, 
Sent  bv  thy  fnnple  fervant,   Sanders  Scott, 

Greiting,  God  grant  thy  Grace  a  gude  NEW  YIER. 

EPITAPH  on  a  Lady,  <wbo  died  of  a  Confumption  at  Briftol  Wells, 
By  her   Husband. 

WHOE'ER,  like  me,  with  trembling  anguifh  brings 
His  heart's  whole  treafure  to  fair  Brillol's  fprings  j 
Whoe'er,  like  me,  to  foothe  difeafe  and  pain, 
Shall  pour  thofe  falutary  fprings  in  vain  ; 
Condemn'd,  like  me,   to  hear  the  faint  reply, 
To  mark  the  fading  cheek,  the  finking  eye, 
From  the  chill'd  brow  to  wipe  the  damps  of  death, 
And  watch  in  dumb  defpair  the  fhort'ning  breath  ; 
If  chance  directs  him  to  this  artlefs  line, 
Let  the  fad  mourner  know  his  pangs  were  mine  : 

P  2  Ordain'i 
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Ordain'd  to  lofe  the  partner  of  my  breafr, 
Whofe  virtue  warm'd  me,  and  whofe  beauty  bleft, 
Framed  ev'ry  tie,  that  binds  the  foul,   to  prove, 
Her  duty  friendfhip,  and  her  friendfhip  love — 
But  yet  remembering  that  the  partingfigh, 
Appoints  the  juft  to  ilumber,   not  to  die, 
The  Parting  tear  I  check'd,  I  kifs'd  the  rod, 
And  not  to  earth  refign'd  her, — but  to  God. 

SONNET  by  Mr.,WART0N,  To  the  RiverLodon, 

AH  !  what  a  weary  race  my  feet  have  run, 
Since  Brit  I  trod  thy  banks  with  alders  crown 'd, 

And  thought  my  way  was  all  through  fairy  groundt 

Beneath  thy  azure  fky,  and  golden  fun  : 
Where  firft  my  Mufe  to  lifp  her  notes  begun  ! 

While  penfive  memory  traces  back  the  round, 

Which  fills  the  varied  interval  between  ; 

Much  pleafure,  moreofforrow  marks  the  fcene. 
Sweet  native  ftream!  whofe  fkies  and  funs  fo  pure 
No  more  return,  to  chear  my  evening  road  1 

Yet  ftili  one  joy  remains,  that  not  obfcure, 
Nor  ufelefs,   all  my  vacant  days  have  flow'd, 

From  youth's  gay  dawn  to  manhood's  prime  mature  j 

Nor  with  the  Mufe's  laurel  unbeftowed — 

The  tivo  following  additional  ODE  S  of  the  Firji  Book  ^Horace  madi 
their  firft  appearance  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  are  there  J  aid 
to  haue  been  lately  difcovered  in  the  Palatine  Library,  and  communicated 
by  Gasper   Pallavicini,  Sub- Librarian. 

CARMINUM,  Lib.  I.  Ode  39.     Ad  Julium  Florum. 

DISCOLOR  grandem  gravat  uva  ramum  j 
Inftat  Autumnus :  glacialis  anno 
Mox  Hyems  volvente  aderit,  capillis 

Horrida  canis. 

Jam  licet  Nymphas  trepide  fugaces 
Infequi,  lento  pede  detinendas ; 
Et  labris  captas,  fimulantis  iram, 

Ofcula  fign 

Jam  licet  vino  madidos  vetufto 
De  die  lastum  recitare  carmen  ; 
Flore,  fi  te  des  hilarem,  licebit 

Sumere  no&sm., 

Jar* 
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Jam  vide  Curas  Aquilone  fparfas  ! 
Mens  viri  fortis  fibi  conltat,  ucrum 
Serius  lethi,  citiusve  triftis 

Advolat  hora. 

QU.  HORATII  FLACCI,  Odb  40.     Ad tihrmt  Jkum, 


D 


U  L  C  I  libello  nemo  fodaliutn 
Forian  mecrum  charior  exticit ; 
De  re  merenti  quid  fi delis 
Oificium  Dornino  rependes ? 


Te  Roma  cautum  territat  ardua  ! 
'Depone  vanos  invidige  metus ; 
-i;que,   hdens  dignitati, 
Per  placeas  animoius  audi. 

En  quo  furentes  Eumer.idum  choro* 
Disjecit  almofulmine  Jupiter! 
Huic  ara  ftabir,   farna  cantu 
Perpetuo  celebranda  crefcer. 

CHART  AM  unicam  hanc  Libri  eerie  vetuftifTimi  in  Bibliotheca  Pa- 
latini reperram  accuratiflime  tranfcripfi,  verbum  de  verbo,  et  literam 
de  litera.  Chartam  ipfam  in  Archivis  tutifiime  recondidi;  tranfcripuonem 
tibi  amoris  ergo  committo.  Clariffime  apparet  e  titulis  fuperne  pagina; 
notis,  aliisque  indiciis  laceratam  excerptamque  ex  aliqua  editione 
Horatiana.  olim  fuiffe,  et  fcrfnan  prima,  quando  nufquam  alibi,  vel 
artea  has  Odas  in  memoriam  revocare  poffum.  Mecum  ergo  literatos 
omnes  gratuiari  videbitur,  recuperatis  his  elegantiflimis  carminibus  Ho- 
ratiania.     Vale  &  fruere, 

Caspar   Pallavicini, 

PaI.AT,    BiBL.    SuB-LlBR, 
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The  Hiftory  of  America.     2?y  Wil- 
liam Robertfon,  D.  D.  Principal 
of  the  Uniwrfity   of  Edinburgh, 
and  Hijloriographer  to  his  Majejly 
for  Scotland.     2  Vols.  Quarto. 

THERE  have  been  few  lite- 
rary works  which  excited 
the  curiofity,  or  raifed  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  public,  in  a  greater 
degree  than  the  prefent.  The  na- 
ture of  the  fubject,  the  high  repu- 
tation of  the  writer,  with  the  long 
and  general  knowledge  of  the  de- 
lign,  all  concurred  in  calling  forth 
the  attention  of  the  learned  and 
curious  at  home  and  abroad.  Such 
a  fituation  would  have  been  alarm- 
ing, if  not  dangerous,  to  an  author 
lefs  fecure  of  fatisfying  that  ex- 
pectation which  he  had  raifed, 
and  of  doing  juftice  to  the  intereft- 
ing  fubject  which  he  had  under- 
taken. 

The  fubjecl,  indeed,  demanded 
all  the  writer's  abilities ;  but  it 
afforded,  at  the  fame  time,  a  full 
fcope  to  his  genius.  It  represents 
fplendid,  romantic,  and  poetical 
fcenes.  All  the  marvellous  of  an- 
cient fable,  excepting  when  it  de- 
parts from  nature  and  reafon,  is 
(here  realized  or  exceeded.  The 
great  events  of  hiftory  are  blended 
with  the  adventure  of  travel,  and 
all  the  furprize,  novelty,  an  plea- 
fure  of  difcovery.  Nature  here 
appears  in  her  grandelt  manner. 


All  her  works  are  bold,  great,  and 
magnificent.  Her  oceans  are  bound- 
lefs,  her  mountains  ftupendous,  her 
rivers  appear  like  great  arms  of  the 
ocean,  and  her  lakes  are  large  feas 
of  frelh  water. 

With  refpect  to  our  own  fpecies, 
the  difcovery,  indeed,  is  not  flat- 
tering  to    our  vanity ;  it    is    nor, 
however,  the  lefs  interefting.     We 
are  brought  acquainted   with    man 
in  every  itateofhisexiller.ee.    We 
view,    at  this  day,    what  our  an- 
ceftors  once  were.     We  fee  the  firfr. 
rudiments   of  fociety,  and  behold 
nations  in  every  ftage  of  their  pro- 
grefs,  from  infancy  to  adolefcence. 
Our    own   continent  fuppJies    the 
reft.     The  hiftory  of  man  was  Ail? 
imperfect,    and   the   memorials   of 
his  tranfactions  of  a  late  date.    He 
was  far  advanced    in   fociety  and 
cultivation,    before  he  was  capable 
of  making  any  obfervation   on  his 
condition,    or  of  tranfmitting    his 
ideas   or  tranfa&ions  to  polTerity, 
Poets,  philofophers,  and    politici- 
ans, had  in  vain  exerted  their  ge- 
nius, wifdom,  and  talents,  to  de- 
fcribe  or  difcover  the  ftate  of  fim- 
plicity,.   innocence,     and    nature, 
the  origin  of  fociety,  and  the  fource 
of  laws.     As  they  all  wandered  in 
the  dark,  their  fongs  and  theories 
were    equally    erroneous.       That 
chafm  is  now  filled  up.     That  age, 
which   was  fuppofed  to  be  golden, 
we  now  behold  j  and  difcover  that 

it 
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ft  2fFords  only  a  Hate  of  weakenefs, 
imperfecti  >n,     and     wretchedneh, 
equally  void  of  innocence,  and  in- 
capable  of  happinefs.     If  we  find 
roan   without   property,  and  feed- 
ing on  acorns,    we  slfo  find  him  a 
fullen,    fufpicious,      folicary,     and 
unhappy    being  ;     a    creature   en- 
dued   with    few  good,   and   curfed 
with  nomberiefs  ill  qualities;    un- 
juft   and    cruel    from    nature    and 
habit,   treacherous   on  fyftem,  im- 
placable  in    revenge,   and  incapa- 
ble   of   gratitude>    friendship,     or 
natural  affection. 

The  confequences  attending  the 
difcovery  of  the   New  World,    are 
among  the  mod  important   t 
five,  and,  from  their  nature,   mu£ 
be  among  the  melt  permanent,  of 
thofe  prodded  by  any  event  in    the 
hiftory   of  mankind.      It  has  pro- 
duced fuch  a  re\  in  the   af- 
fairs of  both  the  h'emifpheres,  tr,ac 
it  may    no:  be   eafy  to   determine 
which    has  undergone   the  gn 
alteration.    If  the  cultivation,  ac, 
and  violenceof  the  Europeans,    has 
changed  the  face  of  Nature,    thin- 
ned the  rareof  m;>n,  and  t-Hablilh- 
ed  new  varieties   of  the  fpec 
the  one,  the   torrents  of  gold  and 
filver  poured  out  by  America,   the 
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variety,  bulk  and  quantity  of  new 
commodities  which  it  afford:,  the 
length  and  nature  of  'he  naviga- 
tion, the  wonderful  commerce 
which  fprung  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  with  the  new  interefb  and 
conr.eclicns  formed  by  colonial  ju- 
rifdi&ion,  has  caufed  a  wonderful 
change  in  the  manners,  habit?, 
modes  of  life,  and  Hate  of  policy, 
in  the  other.  As  new  fcurces  of 
power  were  difcovered,  all  ancient 
iy Items  of  policy  were  of  courfe  de- 
ranged or  done  away.  The  com- 
parative political  importance,  the 


relative    ftrength    of    nations,    no 
r  depend  on  their  ancient  ex- 
tent or  properties.     Commerce  has 
pervaded     the     globe,     and     has 
changed    the  affairs    cf  men,  and 
the  Hate   of  nations,  almoft  every 
where.     In  a  word,  whatever  Ame- 
rica  originally    foffered    from    the 
power  and   violence  of  the   Euro- 
peans, it  feems  no:  now  improba- 
ble, that  fhe  will  to  all  future  times 
have  a    great   fhare  in   influencing 
the    affairs,  and    perhaps   in   con- 
g  the  deffiny  of  Europe. 
Such    was    the  ex:?nt  and    im- 
portance of  the  fuhject  that  was  to 
be  delineated.     The  unmber,  vari- 
ety, and  richnefs  of  the  materials, 
did  not,  however,    JelTen  the  diffi- 
i  the  execution.     It  required 
the  abiiity  of  a  great  mailer,  to  ar- 
range   the   different    parts    of  this 
m-;  picture  in  rhetr  proper 

places,  to  befiow  on  each  its  due 
proportion  of  light,  ikade  and  co- 
louring, and  to  oblige  the  fmalleft 
fo  con:;.  cxa£t  ftnre,  and 

no  more,  to  the  great  efFea  of  the 
whole.     The  delineation  of  human 
nature  in  fuch  a  variety  of  new  fi- 
liations, and  tne  nice  cifcrimina- 
tion    of  thofe   Andes  that  mingle 
imperceptibly  in  fo  many  different 
tionsof  favage  life,  required 
nocommom  combination  cf  quali- 
ties.     U elides   a   great    decree  of 
penetration   and   fagacity,   and  an 
extenfive  knowledge  of  man  in  his 
artificial  fiate,  this  part  of  the  fub- 
rd  a  mind   turned,  and 
accuflomed    to    philofophical    dif- 
quilition,    an  acute,    critical,  and 
difcriminating  fpirir,  with  a  tem- 
per capable  of  the  moft  patient  in- 
velligation  and  refearch. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
our  author  was  equal  to  the  under- 
taking, and   that    this  hiflory   of 
P  4  America 
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Amecica  will  not  be  found  at  all 
inferior  to  the  former  works  of  this 
celebrated  writer.  We  find  the 
pen  of  the  writer  equal  to  the  dig- 
nity, and  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
hisfubjeftj  and  whilir.  the  majefty 
cfhiftory  is  blended  with  the  truth, 
philanthropy,  and  difcernment  of 
philofophy,  the  whole  is  enriched 
and  beautified  with  a  manly  and 
flowing  eloquence. 

Our    author's    indullry,  in  pro- 
curing all  poflible  information  re- 
lative to  his  fubjecl,  deferves  much 
commendation.     The  celebrity  of 
his  name,  and    the  high  rank   he 
holds   in  the  republic  of   letters, 
greatly    facilitated   his  fuccefs   in 
this  refearch.      Spain    contains   a 
large  flock   of  valuable   materials, 
confifting  in  fcarce  books  and  ma- 
nufcripts.     Queries   too   were    ad- 
dreffed  to    perfons   of  diftin&ion, 
who  had    held    eminent  offices   in 
the  New  World,  and  in  many  par- 
ticulars fatisfactory    anfwers   were 
received.     No  affiftance  from  pub- 
lic authority  was,  however,  afford- 
ed ;   the  court    itiil   proceeding   in 
that    narrow    fyilem    of  policy,  of 
endeavouring   to   keep   all  matters 
relative  to  America    wrapt  up    in 
filence  and  obfeurity.     The  courts 
of  Vienna    and    Peterfburg    were 
more    liberal,    and   entered    with 
good  will,  and  a  becoming  grace, 
into  the   views  of  literature.     He 
has  alio  received  liberal   aids  and 
communications  from  men  of  let- 
ters of  different    nations.     As  Dr. 
JRobertfon  has  upon  many  occafions 
departed   from  the   accounts  given 
by  former  hillorians,  places   cha- 
racters and  events  in  a  new   light, 
and  relates  fafts,  which  either  con- 
tradict, or  feem    to  have  been  un- 
known to  them,  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  acquaint  the  public  with 
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the  fources  of  hh  information.  For 
thispurpofe,  befides  the  obligations 
he  acknowledges  to  particular  per- 
fons, he  hasfubjoined  tothefecond 
volume  a  catalogue  of  the  Spanifll 
books  which  he  confulted. 

We  doubt  not  but  other  readers 
have  participated  in  the  regret  we 
experienced,  upon  difcovering  that 
the  prefent   work  is  only  a  part  of 
the  whole,  and    that    the   two  vo- 
lumes   before  us   contain   no  more 
than  an  account  of  the  difcovery  0/ 
the  New  World,  and  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Spaniih  arms  and  colo- 
nies.      The   prefent   ilate   of    the 
Britifh  colonies,  induced  our  author 
to    alter    his  refolution    upon  this 
fubjecl.     He  was  of  opinion,  and 
with  very  good  reafon,    that  while 
they  are  engaged  in  civil  war  with 
Great   Britain,  enquiries  and  (pe- 
culations concerning  ancient  forms 
of  policy  and  laws,   which  now  no 
lonper  exift,  could  not  be  intereft- 
ing.     That   the  attention  and  ex- 
pcclation  of  mankind  are  now  turn- 
ed towards  their  furure  condition. 
And  that  in  whatever  manner  thiss 
unhappy  conteft  may  terminate,  a 
new  order  of  things  mufi  arife  in 
North    America,    and     its    affairs 
affume  another  afpeft.     He  warts, 
he  fays,   with  the   folicitude   of  a 
good  citizen,    until    the    fermenj 
fubfides,  and   regular    government 
be  re-eftablifhed  :    when    he    will 
return  to  that  part  of  his  work,  in 
which  he  had    already  made  fome 
progrefs.     The  hiltory  of  the  Bri- 
tifh   colonies,    together  with    that 
of  Portt'guefe  America,  and  of  the 
fettlements  made  by  the  feveral  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  the  Wefl-India 
iflands,  will  complete  our  author'* 
plan,  and  be  the  fubje&  of  the  re- 
maining hiftory. 

Dr.  Robert/on  has  divided  the 
prefent 
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prefent  hiftory  into  eight  books, 
and  has  added  a  copious  and  melt 
valuable  collection  of  notes  and  il- 
luftrations  at  the  end  of  each  vo- 
lume. 

In  the  firft  book  he  takes  a  molt 
comprehensive,  learned,  and  ac« 
curate  view,  ^f  the  progrefsof  na- 
vigation fri  m  the  e^r.iLit  ages, 
tracing  all  that  is  known  of  its 
hiltory,  and  ol  th(  at  I  mptl  01  im- 
provements made  by  the  Egyp- 
tians, Pheniciar.s,  rtha- 
ginians,  Greeks,  and  Rom 
Jn  ltjtinj;  the  r. 

and  navigation  by  the  mo..ern  na- 
tions of  Europe,  i.t  delineai 
caufea  which  led  to  thai  ipirit  of 
difcovery,  that  operated  foftrongty 
in  tne  fifteenth  century.  Our  au- 
thor attributes  much  of  this  to  the 
Crufades,  which  brought  the  Eu- 
.'is  acquainted  with  the  wellern 
parts  of  Alia,  to  the  wars  of  tne 
Portuguefe  wi:h  the  I    Bar- 

bary,  and,  above  all,  to  the  dif- 
covery of  the  manners  compals. 
Having  traced  the  operation  of 
thele  cauies  with  equal  accuracy 
and  brevity,  through  the  great 
and  fpiritcd  efforts  of  the  PortU- 
E  in  exploring  the  coafts  of 
Africa  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
we  are  led  a) molt  to  the  Of 
or"  their  lalt  great  effect,  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  World,  and 
of  the  puli.ige  by  lea  to  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

The  fecond  bock  gives  a  curious 
fketch  of  ti:e  hiftory  of  Columbia  ; 
proceeds  with  him  to  the  dikovery 
of  the  New  World  ;  relates  his  dif- 
ferent voyages  thither;  his  cita- 
blifhment  of  the  firft  Spanifn  co- 
lony in  Hilpanicla  ;  and  aker  te- 
counting  his  various  adventures, 
and  unparalleled  hard  (hips  and  fuf- 
(eringf,  conclude*  with  his   death. 


It  aKo  includes  the  other  great 
difcovery  of  the  fame  period,  the 
firft  voyage  ol  the  Portuguefe 
totheEr.lt  Indus  bj  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  conduct  of 
Vafco  de  Gam  a. 

The   third  booh  contains  an  ac- 
cc  int 

dements    made  by  the  S] 
of  their  wars,  ci  nd  the  ex- 

traordinary diminution  of  the  ' 
an1;  under  their    fubjeclion  ;  of  the 
conquer  of  ifcovery  of  the 

South  Sea,   and  preparation  foi 
invafion  of  Mexico. 

In  the  fourth  bock,  which  con- 
cludes the  firfl  volume,  our  author 
makes  a  paufe  in  his  narrative,  to 
take  a  view  of  the  liate  of  the  New 
Id  at  its  firfl  difcovery.  In 
this  he  conlidcrs  America,  with  re- 
fped  to  its  extent,  me  grandeur  of 
the  objects  which  it  prefcn:s  to 
view,  the  favourable  circumf; 
attending  its  form,  in  regard  to 
commerce,  with  its  climate,  foil, 
animals,  and  various  natural  pro- 
perties. He  enters  into  the  en- 
quiry how  America  was  peopled  ; 
examines  ih'r  various  theories  upon 
that  fubject  ;  and  lays  down  that 
If  the  moft 
probable.  lie  then  proceeds  to  a 
n.''1!  curious  and  philofophical 
enquiry  into  the  manners,  policy, 
;tion,  and  character  or  the 
various  lavage  tribes  which  were 
fcattered  over  the  continent  and 
ili.ncs  of  the  New  U  urld,  referv- 
irg  the  flare  of  the  mere  civilized 
inhabitants  of  the  two  empires  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  to  be  the  fubjecT: 
of  future  inveliigation.  In  this 
enquiry,  he  adopts  an  arrangement 
of  the  fubject  equally  firnole  and 
luminous,  and  pjaces   it  under  the 

following  heads  of  confideration. 

The    bodily     cdnflitution    of  the 

Ame- 
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Americans — The  qualities  of  their 

minds Their  domeitic  ftate — 

Their  political  ftate  and  inflituti- 
ons — Their  fyftem  of  war  and  pub- 
lic fecLriry — The  arts  with  which 
they  were  acquainted — Their  reli- 
gious ideas  and  inftitutions —  Such 
Singular  and  det3tched  cuftoms  as 
are  not  reduciable  to  any  of  the 
former- heads— With  a  general  re- 
view and  efbmate  of  their  virtues 
and  defects. 

The  fifth  book  includes  the 
hiftory  of  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 
or  New  Spain,  by  Cortes,  and 
contains  many  curious  particulars 
of  that  enterprizing  conqueror, 
who,  with  verv  extraordinary  abi- 
lities, and  un  '  mroon  qualities, 
pofleffed  a  greatnefs  of  foul,  which 
i'eems  incompatible  with  thofe  cru- 
elties that  fo  much  diigrace  his 
character. 

The  fixth  book  gives  an  account 
of  the  conqueft  of  Peru,  by  Pizarro 
and  his  aifociates.  Thefe  inhu- 
man fubverters  of  the  empire  of  the 
Incas,  deflitute  of  the  genius  and 
greatnefs  of  mind  of  Cortes,  ex- 
ceeded him  fo  far  in  cruelty,  that 
their  barbarous  actions,  if  they 
cannot  leiTen  the  enormity,  at  leaft 
take  away  from  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  the  recital  of  the  woril 
parts  of  his  conduct.  Thefe  cruel- 
ties appear  the  more  lamentable, 
as  the  manners,  difpofition,  go- 
vernment, the  civil  and  religious 
inflitutions  of  the  Peruvians,  were 
moderate,  mild,  and  equitable  ;  far 
removed  from  the  harfhnefs  cf  go- 
vernment,, fiercenefs  of  difpofition, 
gloomy  fupcrftitions,  and  bloody 
rites  of  the  Mexicans. 

In  the  feventh  book,  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon  takes  a  curious  and  valu- 
able view  of  the  inflitutions  and 
manners  of  the  Mexicans  and  Pe- 


ruvians ;  of  their  policy  in  its  va- 
rious branches  ;  pro^refs  in  civili- 
zation ;  genius  of  their  religion; 
fjngular  effects  produced  by  the  po- 
licy of  the  Peruvian  monarchy  be- 
ing founded  on  religion  ;  peculiar 
ftate  of  property  among  the  Peru- 
vians ;  their  public  works  and 
arts;  roads;  bridges;  buildings; 
and  unwarlike  fpirit.  This  book 
and  the  fourth  will  be  confidered 
by  readers  of  a  philofophical 
turn,  as  the  molt  valuable  parts  of 
the  whole,  and  are  undoubtedly  a 
great  acquifition  to  cur  knowledge 
of  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

In  the  eighth  book,  which  to 
politicians  and  men  of  the  world 
will  appear  as  curious,  and  per- 
haps more  interefting  than  any  of 
the  former,  our  author  gives  an 
accurate  account  of  the  Spanifn 
fyftem  of  colonization,  and  of  the 
interior  government  and  prefent 
ftate  of  Spanifn  America. 

Such  is  the  compreherfive  plan, 
and  judicious  arrangement,  of  the 
prefent  work.  It  has  been  regret- 
ted, and  indeed  is  an  omifliort 
which  cannot  fail  to  excite  iome 
furprize,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  has 
taken  no  notice  of  the  eloquence  or 
poetry  of  the  Americans,  which 
are  among  the  moil  diftinguifhed 
properties  of  mankind  in  a  ftate  of 
favage  nature.  This  omiftion  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the 
North- Ameiican  Indians  are  cele- 
lebrated  for  a  peculiar  kind  of  elo- 
quence. 

Some  of  this  ingenious  author's 
theories  will  undoubtedly  be  con- 
troverted. It  is  impoffible  that 
mankind  fhould  ever  agree  in  mat- 
ters of  mere  opinion.  But  thele 
theories,  however  ingenious  and 
rational,  are  Hill  mere  theories, 
and  are  fo  ftatcd.      They  are  mt 

laid 
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laid  down  as  dogmas.  They  are 
too  numerous  nor  to  admit  of  mif- 
takes  in  fome  of  their  parts.  And 
if  they  were  totally  free  from  error, 
it  is  probable  that  the  fame,  or  an 
equal  degree,  of  difference  of  opi- 
nion, would  Still  continue.  Upon 
the  whole,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt, 
that  the  work  before  us  will  ever 
hold  a  high  rank  among  the  hilto- 
t'tcs  of  mankind. 

We  Shall  conlude  our  observa- 
tions with  an  extract  from  this 
work,  and  as  we  have  already  in 
another  part,  given  feveral  curious 
particulars  from  our  author,  of  the 
manners  of  the  favage  tribes  which 
were  fcattered  over  the  continent 
of  America,  we  fb.aH  now  lay  be- 
fore our  readers  fome  Sketches 
from  the  account  which  lie  gives  of 
the  Hate  of  improvement,  in  the 
comparatively  highly  civilized  em- 
pires of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

"  The  right  of  private  property 
was  perfectly  underiicod,  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  its  full  extent.  Among 
Several  favage  tribes,  we  have  feen, 
that  the  idea  of  a  title  to  the  fcpa- 
rate  and  exclufive  poflcfiion  of  any 
object  was  hardly  known  ;  and  that 
among  all,  it  was  extremely  limited 
and  ill-defined.  But  in  Mexico, 
V/here  agriculture  and  induftry  had 
made  fome  progrefs,  the  distinction 
between  real  and  moveable  poSTeSTi- 
ons,  between  property  in  land  and 
property  in  goods,  had  taken  place. 
Both  might  be  transferred  from 
one  perfon  to  another  by  fale  or 
barter  ;  both  might  defcend  by  in- 
heritance. Every  perfon  who  could 
be  denominated  a  free  man  had 
property  in  land.  This,  however, 
they  held  by  various  tenures.  Some 
polfeSTed  it  in  full  right,  and  it 
defended  to  their  heirs.     The  ti- 
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tie  of  others  to  their  lands  was  de- 
rived from  the  office  or  dignity 
which  they  enjoyed  ;  and  when  de- 
prived of  the  latter,  they  loft  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  former.  Both  thefe 
modes  of  occupying  land  were 
deemed  noble,  and  peculiar  to  citi- 
zens of  the  hichci't  clafs.  The  te- 
nure,  by  which  the  great  body  df 
the  people  held  their  property,  was 
very  different.  In  every  district,  a 
certain  quantity  of  land  was  mea- 
fured  out,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  families.  This  was  cultivated 
by  the  joint  labour  of  the  whole; 
its  produce  was  depoSited  in  a  com- 
mon ftorehoufe,  and  divided  among 
them  according  to  their  refpective 
exigencies.  The  members  of  the 
Catyullee,  or  sflbciations,  could  not 
alienate  their  Share  of  the  common 
ellate  ;  it  was  an  indivisible  per- 
manent property,  deliined  for  the 
fupport  of  their  families  In  cor.- 
fcquence  of  this  distribution  of  the 
territory  of  the  State,  every  man 
had  an  interelt  in  its  welfare,  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  individual  was 
connected  with  the  public  fecurity. 

•'  The  number  and  greatnefs  of 
the  cities  in  the  Mexican  empire 
is  one  of  the  moft  Striking  circum- 
stances, that  diftinguifh  it  from 
thofe  nations  in  America  which 
we  have  already  defcribed.  While 
Society  continues  in  a  rude  State, 
the  wants  of  men  are  fo  few,  and 
they  Stand  fo  little  in  need  of  mu- 
tual affiStance,  that  their  induce- 
ments to  crowd  together  are  ex- 
tremely feeble.  Their  indultry  at 
the  fame  time  is  fo  imperfect,  that 
it  cannot  Secure  fubfiftence  for  any 
considerable  number  of  families 
fettled  in  one  fpot.  They  live 
difperfed,  at  this  period,  from 
choice  as  well  as  from  neceffity,  or 

at 
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at    the   utmoft    aflemble  in    fmall     nions,  little  accuflomed  tofuch  com- 
hamlets  on  the  banks  of   the  river     purations,  and  powerfully  tempted 
which  fupplies  them  with  food,  or     to  magnify,    in  order   to  exalt  the 
on    the  border  of   fome  plain   left     merit  of  their  own  discoveries   and 
open  by  nature,  or  cleared  by  their     conquefls,     Should   have    been   be- 
own  labour.      The  Spaniards,  ac-     trayed    into     this    common   error, 
cuftomed  to  this  mode  of  habitation     and  have  raifed  their   defcriptions 
among   all    the  favage  tribes   with     confiderably  above  truth.     For  this 
which    they  were  then  acquainted)     reafon,     fome   considerable  abate- 
were  adonifhed,  on  entering  New     ment    ought    to     be    made    from 
Spain,  to   find  the  natives  refiding     their  calculation  of  the  number  of 
in   towns  of  fucb  extent  as  refem-     inhabitants  in  the  Mexican  cities, 
bled  thofeof  Europe.      In  the  firit     and    we    may  fix  the  Standard    of 
fervour  of  their  admiration,  they     their  population   much   lower  than 
compared    Zempoalla,    though    a     they  have  done;  but  dill  they  will 
town  only  of  the  fecond   or   third     appear  to  be  cities  of   fuch  confe- 
fize,  to   the  cities  of  greateft  note     quence,    as  are  not  to  be  found  but 
in  their  own  country.      When,  af-     among  people  who  have  made  fome 
terwards,    they  vifited  in  fuccefiion     considerable  progrefs  in  the  arts  of 
Tlafcala,  Cholula,    Tacuba,    Te-     focial  life*. 

zeuco,  and  Mexico  itfelf,  their  •«  The  feparation  of  professions 
amazement  increafed  fo  much,  that  among  the  Mexicans  is  a  fymptoni 
it  led  them  to  convey  ideas  of  their  of  improvement  no  lets  remark- 
magnitude  and  populoufnefs  bor-  able.  Arts,  in  the  early  ages  of 
dering  on  what  is  incredible.  Even  Society,  are  fo  few  and  So  fimple, 
where  there  is  leifure  for  obferva-  that  each  man  is  fufHciently  mafter 
tion,  and  no  interell  that  leads  to  of  them  all,  to  gratify  every  de- 
deceive,  conjettural  eltimates  of  mand  of  his  own  limited  deiires. 
the  number  of  people  in  cities  are  The  favage  can  form  his  bow, 
extremely  loofe,  and  ufually  much  point  his  arrows,  rear  his  hut,  and 
exagoerated.  It  is  not  furprifmg,  hollow  his  canoe,  without  calling 
then,   that  Cortes  and  his  compa-     in  the  aid  of  any  hand  more  Skilful 

*  The  early  SpaniSh  writers  were  fo  hafty  and  inaccurate  in  estimating  the 
numbers  of  people  in  the  provinces  and  towns  of  America,  that  it  is  impoSTibie 
to  aScertain  that  cf  Mexico  itfelf  with  any  degree  of  precision.  Cortes  delcribes 
the  extent  and  populouliiefs  of  Mexico  in  general  terms,  which  imply,  that  it 
was  not  inferior  to  thegreateit  cities  in  Europe.  Gomara  is  more  explicit,  and 
affirms)  that  there  were  60,000  houfes,  or  families  in  Mexico.  Cron.  c.  78. 
Herrera  adopts  his  opinion.  Dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  c.  13;  and  the  generality  of 
writers  follow  them  implicitly  without  inquiry  or  Scruple*  According  to  this 
account,  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  muft  have  been  about  300,000.  Torque- 
mada,  with  his  ufual  propenfity  to  the  marvellous,  affcrts,  that  there  were  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thou  fa  hd  houfes  or  families  in  Mexico,  and  confequently 
about  fix  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  Lib.  iii.  c.  23.  But  in  a  very  judi- 
cious account  of  the  Mexican  empire,  by  one  of  Cortes's  officers,  the  popula- 
tion is  fixed  at  60,000  people.  Kamufio,  iii.  309,  A.  Even  by  this  account, 
which  probably  is  much  nearer  the  truth  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  Mexico 

was  a  great  city. 

0  than 
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than  his  own.  Time  muft  have 
augmented  the  wants  of  men,  and 
ripened  their  ingenuity,  before  the 
productions  of  art  become  fo  com- 
plicated in  their  ftrudture,  or  fo 
curious  in  their  fabric,  that  a  par- 
ticular courfe  of  education  is  re- 
quifite  towards  forming  the  arti- 
ficer to  expertnefs  in  contrivance 
and  work.nanfhip.  ,  In  proportion 
as  refinement  fpreads,  the  diitinc- 
tion  of  profeffions  increafes,  and 
they  branch  out  into  more  numer- 
ous and  minute  fubdivifions.  A- 
mong  the  Mexicans,  this  fepara- 
tion  of  the  arts  necefTary  in  life 
had  taken  place  to  a  confiderable 
extent.  The  functions  of  the  ma- 
fon,  the  weaver,  the  goldfmith, 
the  painter,  and  of  feveral  other 
crafts,  were  carried  on  by  different 
perfons.  Each  was  regularly  in- 
ilructed  in  his  calling.  To  it  alone 
his  induftry  was  confined;  and  by 
affiduous  application  to  one  object, 
together  with  the  perfevering  pa- 
tience peculiar  to  Americans,  their 
artizans  attained  to  a  degree  of 
neatnefs  and  perfection  In  work  far 
beyond  what  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  the  rude  tools  which 
they  employed.  Their  various 
productions  wete  brought  into 
commerce  ;  and  by  the  exchange 
of  them  in  the  itated  markets  held 
in  the  cities,  their  mutual  wants 
were  fupplied,  in  fuch  orderly  in- 
tercourfe  as  charadterifes  an  im- 
proved flate  of  fociety. 

"  The  d'ftinftion  of  ranks  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Mexican  empire  is 
the  next  circumltance  that  merits 
attention.  In  lurveying  the  favage 
tribes  of  America,  we  obferved, 
that  confcioufnefs  of  equality,  and 
impatience  of  fubordmation,  are 
fentiments  natural  to  man  in  the 
infancy  of  civil  life.  During 
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peace,  the  authority  of  a  fuperior 
is  hardly  felt  among  them,  and 
even  in  war  it  is  but  little  acknow- 
ledged. Strangers  to  the  idea  of 
property,  the  difference  in  condi- 
tion refultjng  from  it  is  unknown. 
Birth  or  titles  confer  no  pre-emi- 
nence ;  it  is  only  by  perfonal  merit 
and  accomplishments  that  it  can  be 
acquired.  The  form  of  fociety 
was  very  different  among  the 
Mexicans.  The  great  body  of  the 
people  were  in  a  moll  humiliating 
date.  A  confiderable  number, 
known  by  the  name  of  Mayeques, 
nearly  refembled  in  condition  thofe 
peafants  who,  under  various  deno- 
minations, were  considered,  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  the  feudal 
fyllem,  as  inflruments  of  labour 
attached  to  the  foil  The  Mayeques 
cou'd  not  change  their  place  of  re- 
fidence  without  permiilion  of  the 
fuperior  on  whom  they  depended, 
They  were  conveyed,  together 
with  the  lands  on  which  they  were 
fettled,  from  one  proprietor  to  an- 
other ;  and  were  bound  to  culti- 
vate the  ground,  and  to  perform 
feveral  kinds  of  fervile  work. 
Others  were  reduced  to  the  loweft 
form  of  fubjection,  that  of  domeflic 
fervitude,  and  felt  the  urmoll  ri- 
gour of  that  wretched  ilate.  Their 
condition  was  held  to  be  fo  vile, 
and  their  lives  deemed  to  be  of  fo 
little  value,  that  a  perfon  who  kill- 
ed one  of  thofe  flaves  was  not  fub- 
jecled  to  any  penifhment.  Even 
thofe  confide  red  as  freemen,  were 
treated  by  their  haughty  lords  as 
beings  of  an  inferior  ipecies.  The 
nobles,  po/fefl'ed  of  ample  territo- 
ries, were  divided  into  various 
claffes,  to  each  of  which  peculiar 
titles  of  honour  belonged.  Some 
of  thefe  titles,  like  their  lands,  de- 
fended from  father  to  fon  in  perpe- 
tual 
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tual  fuCceflion.  Others  were  an- 
nexed to  particular  offices,  or  con- 
ferred during  life  as  marks  of  per- 
gonal diftincti  :n.  The  monarch, 
exaheid  above  all,  enjoyed  exten- 
iive  power,  and  fupreme  dignity. 
Thus  the  diftindlion  of  ranks  was 
completely  eftablifhed,  in  a  line  of 
reg'iiar  fubordi  nation,  reaching 
the  higheft  to  the  lowelt 
member  of  the  community.  Each 
of  thefe  knew  whathecould  claim, 
and  what  he  owed.  The  people, 
who  were  not  allowed  to  wear  a 
drefs  of  the  fame  fafhion,  or  to 
dwell  in  houfes  of  a  form  fimilar 
to  thole  of  the  nobles,  accofted 
them  with  the  moil:  fubmiffive  re- 
verence. In  the  prefence  of  their 
fovereign,  they  durit  not  lift  their 
eyes  from  the  ground,  or  look  him 
in  the  face.  The  nobles  them- 
felves,  when  admitted  to  an  audi- 
ence of  their  fovereign,  entered 
bare-footed,  in  mean  garments, 
and,  as  his  flaves,  paid  him  ho- 
ma^e  approaching  to  adoration. 
1  his  relpett  due  from  inferiors  to 
tbofe  above  them  in  rank,  was 
ellablifhed  with  fuch  ceremonious 
accuracy,  that  it  incorporated  with 
their  language,  and  influenced  its 
genius  and  idiom.  The  Mexican 
tongue  abounded  in  expreffibns  of 
reverence  and  courtefy.  The  ftile 
and  appellations,  ufed  in  the  in- 
tercourfe  between  equals,  would 
have  been  fo  unbecoming  in  the 
mouth  of  one  in  a  lower  fphere, 
when  heaccofleda  perfon  in  higher 
rank,  as  to  be  deemed  an  inlult. 
It  is  only  in  lbcieties,  which  time 
and  the  inftitutiori  of  regular  go- 
vernment have  moulded  into  form, 
that  we  find  fuch  an  orderly  ar- 
rangement of  men  into  different 
,  and  fuch  nice  attention  paid 
to  their  various  rights. 
6 
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'«  The  fpirit  of  the  Mexicans, 
thus  familiarized  and  bended  to 
fubordination,  was  prepared  for 
fubmitting  to  monarchical  govern- 
ment. But  the  defcriptiohs  of  their 
policy  and  laws,  by  the  Spaniards 
who  overturned  them,  are  fo  inac- 
curate and  contradictory,  that  it  ia 
difficult  to  delineate  the  form  of 
their  conftitution  with  any  preci- 
fion.  Sometimes  they  reprefent 
«  the  monarchs  of  Mexico  as  abfo- 
lute,  deciding  according  to  their 
pleafure,  with  refpeel  to  every 
operation  of  the  ftate.  On  other 
occafions,  we  difcover  the  traces 
of  eftablifhed  cultoms  and  laws, 
framed  in  order  to  circumfcribe  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  we  meet 
with  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
nobles  which  feem  to  be  oppofed  as 
barriers  againft  its  encroachments. 
This  appearance  of  inconfiftency 
has  arifen  from  inattention  to  the 
innovations  of  Montezuma  upon, 
the  Mexican  policy.  His  afpiring 
ambition  fubvertec!  the  ancient  fyf- 
tem  of  government,  and  introduced 
a  pure  defpotifm.  He  difregarded 
their  laws,  violated  their  privi- 
leges, and  reduced  his  fubjedts  of 
every  order  to  the  level  of  flaves. 
The  chiefs,  or  nobles  of  the  firft 
rank,  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  with 
fuch  reluctance,  that,  from  impa- 
tience to  ihake  it  off,  and  hope  of 
recovering  their  original  rights, 
many  of  them  courted  the  protec- 
tion of  Cortes,  and  joined  a  fo- 
reign power  againft  their  domeftic 
oppreffor.  It  is  not  then  under 
the  reign  of  Montezuma,  but  un- 
der thole  of  his  predeceffors,  that 
we  can  difcover  what  was  the  ori- 
ginal form  and  genius  of  Mexican 
policy.  From  the  foundation  of 
the  monarchy  to  the  election  of 
Montezuma,  it  feems  to  have  fub- 

fified 
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fitted  with  little  variation.  That 
body  of  citizens,  which  may  be 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  no- 
bility, formed  the  chief  and  molt 
refpedtable  order  in  the  ilate.  They 
were  of  various  ranks,  as  has  al- 
ready been  obferved,  and  their  ho- 
nours were  acquired  and  transmit- 
ted, in  different  manners.  Their 
number  fecrns  to  have  been  great. 
According  to  an  author  accultorned 
to  examine  with  attention  what  he 
relates,  there  were  in  the  Mexican 
empire  thirty  of  this  order,  each 
of  which  had  in  his  territories 
about  a  hundred  thoufand  people  ; 
and  fubordinate  to  thefe,  there 
were  about  three  thoufand  nobles 
of  a  lower  clafs.  The  territories 
belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  Tezuco 
and  Tacuba,  were  hardly  inferior 
in  extent  to  thofe  of  the  Mexican 
monarch.  Each  of  thefe  poffeffed 
complete  territorial  jurisdiction, 
and  levied  taxes  from  their  own 
vaflals.  But  all  followed  the  ftan- 
dard  of  Mexico  in  war,  fervjng 
with  a  number  of  men  in  propor- 
tion to  their  domain,  and  molt  of 
them  paid  tribute  to  its  monarch  as 
their  luperior  lord, 

"  In  tracing  thofe  great  lines  of 
the  Mexican  conflitution,  an  image 
of  feudal  policy  in  its  mod  rigid 
form  rifes  to  view,  and  we  difcern 
its  three  diftinguifhing  c  ha  ratter  if- 
tics,  a  nobility  pofleffing  almolt 
independent  authority,  a  people 
depreiTed  into  the  loweft  ftate  of 
fubjection,  and  a  king  entrusted 
with  the  executive  power  of  the 
ftate.  Its  fpirit  and  principles 
feem  to  have  operated  in  the  New 
Worid,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  in 
the  ancient.  The  jurifdictien  of 
the  crown  was  extremely  limited, 
all  real  and  effective  authority  was 
retained  by  the  Mexican  nobles  in 
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their  own  hands,  and  the  fhadow 
of  it  only  left  to  the  king.  Jea- 
lous to  excefs  of  their  own  rights, 
they  guarded  with  molt  vigilant 
anxiety  againft  the  encroachments 
of  their  fovereigns.  By  a  funda- 
mental law  of  the  empire,  it  was 
provided  that  the  king  fhould  not 
determine  concerning  any  point  of 
general  importance  without  the 
approbation  of  a  council  compofed 
of  the  prime  nobility.  Unlefs  he 
obtained  their  confent  he  could  not 
engage  the  nation  in  war,  nor 
could  he  difpofe  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable  branch  of  the  public  reve- 
nue at  pleafure  ;  it  wis  appropri- 
ated to  certain  purpofes  from 
which  it  could  not  be  diverted  by 
the  regal  authority.  In  order  to 
fecure  full  effect  to  thofe  conftitu- 
tional  reftraints,  the  Mexican  no- 
bles did  not  permit  their  crown  to 
defcend  by  inheritance,  but  dif- 
pofed  of  it  by  election.  The  right 
of  election  fe?ms  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally vefted  in  the  whole  body  of 
nobility,  but  was  afterwards  com- 
mitted to  fix  electors;  of  whom  the 
chiefs  of  Tezuco  and  Tacuba  were 
always  two.  From  refpedt  for  the 
family  of  their  monarchs,  the 
choice  fell  generally  upon  fome 
perfon  fprung  from  it.  But  as  the 
activity  and  valour  of  their  prince 
was  of  greater  moment  to  a  people 
perpetually  engaged  in  war,  than 
a  Itrict  adherence  to  the  order  of 
birth,  collaterals  of  mature  age  or 
diftinguifhed  merit  were  often  pre- 
ferred to  thole  who  were  nearer 
the  throne  in  direct  defcent.  To 
this  maxim,  in  their  policy,  the 
Mexicans  appear  to  be  indebted 
for  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  able  and 
warlike  princes,  as  raifed  their 
empire  in  a  fliort  period  to  that  ex- 
traordinary height  of  power,  which 

it 
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it  had  attained  when  Cortes  landed 
in  New  Spain. 

*«  While  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
Mexican  Monarchs  continued  to  be 
]imitcd,  it  is  probate  that  it  was 
exercifed  with  little  orientation. 
But  as  their  authority  became  more 
e<reniive,  the  fplendour  of  their 
government  augmented.  It  was 
in  this  'aft  llate  that  the  Spaniards 
beheld  it,  and  (truck  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  Montezuma's  court, 
defcribe  its  pomp  at  great 
length,  and  with  much  admiration. 
The  number  of  his  attendants,  the 
order,  the  filence,  and  the  reve- 
rence with  which  they  ferved  him  ; 
the  vaft  extent  of  his  royal  man  lion, 
ll  e  variety  of  its  apartments  allot- 
ted to  different  otti:ers,  and  the 
orientation  with  which  his  grandeur 
was  difplayed,  whenever  he  per- 
mitted, his  fubje&s  to  behold  h:m, 
teem  to  refemble  the  magnificence 
of  the  ancient  monarchies  in  Afia, 
rather  than  the  fimplicity  qf  the 
infant  ftates  in  the  New  World. 

"  But  it  i.as  not  in  the  mere  pa- 
rade of  royalty  that  the  Mexican 
poteatates  exhibited  their  power, 
they  manifefted  it  more  beneficially 
in  the  o:der  and  regularity  with 
which  they  conducted  the  internal 
administration  and  police  of  their 
dominions.  Comph -ce  jurifdiclion, 
civil  as  well  as  criniinal,  over  its 
own  immediate  va'rah,  was  veiled 
in  the  crown.  judges  were  ap- 
pointed for  each  department,  and 
)f  we  may  rely  on  the  account 
which  the  Spanifh  writers  give  of 
the  maxims  and  laws  upon  which 
they  founded  their  decisions  with 
refpedl  to  the  diftribution  of  pro- 
perty and  the  puriifcmtnt  ot  crime?, 
juftice  was  adminiilcred  in  the 
Mexican  empire,  with  a  degree  cf 
order  and  equity,  reiembling  what 


takes  place  in  focieties  highly   ci- 
vilized. 

t*  Their  attention  in  providing 
for  the  fupport  of  government  was 
not  lefs  lagacious.  Taxes  were 
laid  upon  land,  upon  the  acquisi- 
tions of  induftry,  and  upon  com- 
modities of  every  kind  expofed  to 
fale  in  the  public  markets.  Thefe 
duties,  though  confiderable,  were 
not  arbitrary  or  unequal.  They 
were  impofed  according  to  efta- 
blifhed  rules,  and  each  knew  what 
fhare  of  the  common  burden  he  had 
to  b^jr.  As  the  ufe  of  money  was 
unknown,  all  the  taxes  were  paid 
in  kind,  and  thus  not  only  the  na- 
tural productions  of  all  the  differ- 
ent provinces  in  the  empire,  but 
every  fpecies  of  manufacture,  and 
every  work  of  ingenuity  and  art 
were  collected  in  the  public  ilore- 
houfes.  From  thofe  the  emperor 
fupplied  his  numerous  train  of  at- 
tendants in  peace,  and  his  armies 
during  war,  with  food,  with  cloaths, 
and  ornaments.  People  of  infe- 
rior condition,  neither  prifTeffing 
land  nor  engaged  in  commerce, 
were  bound  to  the  performance  of 
various  fervices.  By  the;r  flated 
labour  the  crown  lands  were  culti- 
vated, public  works  were  carried 
on,  and  the  various  houfes  belong- 
ing to  the  emperor,  were  built,  and 
kept  in  repair. 

"  The  improved  ftate  of  govern =• 
ment  among  the  Mexicans  is  con- 
fpicuous  not  only  in  points  eflen- 
tial  to  the  being  of  a  well-ordered 
fociety,  but  in  feveral  regulations 
of  inferior  confequence  with  re- 
fpecl  to  police.  The  inftitution, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
of  public  couriers,  ilationed  at  pro- 
per intervals,  to  convey  intelli- 
gence from  one  part  of  the  empire 
to  the  other,  was  a  refinement  in 

police 
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police   not    introduced   into    any 
kingdom  of  Europe  at  that  period. 
The  ftrufture  of  the  capital  city  in 
a  lake,  with  artificial  dykes,  and 
caufeways  of  great  length,  which 
ferved  as  avenues  to  it  from  differ- 
ent quarters,  ereded  in  the  water 
with  no  lefs  ingenuity  than  labour, 
feems  to  be  an  idea  that  could  not 
have  occurred  to  any  but  a  civilized 
people.       The   fame    obfervation 
may  be  applied  to   the  itructure  of 
the    aqueducts,    or    conduits,    by 
which  they  conveyed  a  Itream  of 
frefh   water,    from  a    confiderable 
diftance,  into  the  city,  along   one 
of  the  caufeways*.     The  appoint- 
ment of  a  confiderable   number  of 
perfons  to  clean  the  itreets,  to  light 
them  by  fires  kindled  in  different 
places,  and  to  patrole  as  watch- 
men during  the  night,  difcovers  a 
degree  of  attention  which  even  po- 
lifhed  nations  are  late  in   acquir- 
ing. 

>  "  The  progrefs  of  the  Mexicans 
in  various  arts  is  confidered  as  the 
mofl  decifne  proof  of  their  fupe- 
rior  refinement.  Cortes,  and  the 
early  Spanilh  authors,  defcribe 
this  with  rapture,  and  maintain, 
that  the  molt  celebrated  European 
artifts  could  not  furpafs  or  even 
equal  them  in  ingenuity  and  neat- 
nefs  of  workmanfhip.     They  re- 
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prefented  men,  animals,  and  other 
objeds,  by  fuch    a   difpofition   of 
various   coloured     feathers,    as   is 
faid   to  have  produced  all  the  ef- 
fects of  light  and  fhade,  and    to 
have  imitated  nature  with  truth  and 
delicacy.       Their     ornaments     of 
gold  and  filver  have  been  defcribed 
to  be  of  a  fabric   no  lefs  curious. 
But  in  forming  any  idea,  from  ge- 
neral defcriptions,  concerning  the 
ftateof  arts  among  nations  imper- 
fediy  polimed,  we  are  extremely 
ready   to  err.     In  examining   the 
works  of  people  whofe  advances  in 
improvement  are  nearly  the  fame 
with  our  own,  we  view  them  with 
a  critical,  and  often  with  a  jealous 
eye.     Whereas,  when  confcious  of 
our  own  fuperiority,  we  furvey  the 
arts  of  nations  comparatively  rude, 
we  are  alkmifhed  at  works  executed 
by  them  under  fuch   manifeil   dif- 
advantages,   and  in  the  warmth  of 
our  admiration,  are   apt   to  repre- 
fent  them  as  productions  more   fi- 
nifhed  than   they  really  are.     To 
the  influence  of  this  illufion,  with- 
out fuppofing  any  intention  to  de- 
ceive,  we  may  impute  the  exagge- 
ration of  fome  Spanifh  authors,  in 
their    accounts    of   the     Mexican 
arts." 

Our  author,  after  an  enquiry  in- 
to the  Hate  of  their  arts,   and  feve- 


Cortes,  who  feems  to  have  been  as  much  aftoniflied  with  this,  as  with 
an}  mltanceof  Mrx.can  ingenuity,  gives  a  particular  defcription  of  it.  Alone- 
or.eofthecauic-.v-yc,  lays  he,   by   which  they  enter   the   city,  are   conducted 

taadlh,  and  raffed  about  fix  feet.  In  one  of  them  is  conveyed  a  Itream  of  ex- 
cellent water  as  large  as  the  body  of  a  mar,  mto  the  centre  of  the  city,  and 
+t  iupphes  all  the  inhabitants  plentifully.  .  The  other  is  emptv,  th*  when  it 
■-clury  ,0  clean,  or  repair  the  former,  the  itream  of  water'  may  be  turned 
•t.  As  this  condun  paffes  along  two  of  the  bridges,  where  there  are 
.qrenoes  ,u  the  caufevvay,  through  which  the  falt-water  of  the  lake  flows,  „  is 
conveyed  over  them  m  pipes  as  large  as-,  the  body  of  an  ox,  then  carried  from 
.  h  ondn,  ro  the  remote  quarters  of  the  city  in  canoe,,  and  S5  to  theinhabt 
lants.     Kt!  .t.  ap.  Kamuf.  24.1,  A. 
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ral  curious  particulars  of  the  me- 
thod of  Piflure  Writing,  pradtifed 
by  the  Mexicans,  gives  the  follow- 
ing inftance  of  even  a  philofophical 
observation  with  refpett  to  the  or- 
der of  time  and  the  face  of  the 
heavens. 

11  Their  mode  of  computing 
time  may  be  confidered  as  a  more 
decifive  evidence  of  their  progrefs 
in  improvement.  They  divided 
their  year  into  eighteen  months, 
each  confiding  of  twenty  days, 
amounting  in  all  to  three  hundred 
and  fixty.  But  as  they  ob-ferved 
that  the  courfe  of  the  fun  was  not 
completed  in  that  time,  they  added 
£ve  days  to  the  year.  Thefe, 
which  were  properly  intercalary 
days,  they  termed  fupernumerary  or 
nuajle  ;  and  as  they  did  not  belong 
to  any  month,  no  work  was  done, 
and  no  facred  rite  performed  on 
them  ;  they  were  devoted  wholly 
to  feftivity  and  paftime.  This 
near  approach  to  philofophical  ac- 
curacy is  a  remarkable  proof  that 
the  Mexicans  had  bellowed  fome 
attention  upon  inquiries  and  fpe- 
culations,  to  which  men  in  a 
very  rude  ftate  never  turn  their 
thoughts." 

We  mall  now  feledt  fome  curious 
particulars  from  our  author's  ac- 
count of  the  policy  and  civilization 
of  the  empire  of  the  Incas. 

«'  The  people  of  Peru,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  had  not  advanced 
beyond  the  rudeft  form  of  favage 
Hfe,  when  Manco  Capac,  and  his 
confort  Mama  Ocollo,  appeared  to 
inftrudt  and  civilize  them.  Who 
thefe  extraordinary  perfonages 
were,  whether  they  imported  their 
fyftem  of  legislation  and  know- 
ledge of  arts  from  fome  country 
more  improved,  or,  if  natives  of 
Peru,  how  they  acquired  ideas  fo 


far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  people 
whom  they  addreffed,  are  circum- 
ftances  with  refpeft  to  which  the 
Peruvian  tradition  conveys  no  in- 
formation. Manco  Capac  and 
his  confort,  taking  advantage  of 
the  propenfity  in  the  Peruvians  to 
foperftition,  and  particularly  of 
their  veneration  for  the  fun,  pre- 
tended to  be  children  of  that  glo- 
rious luminary,  and  to  deliver 
their  inftrudtions  in  his  name  and 
authority.  The' multitude  liftened 
and  believed.  What  reformation 
in  policy  and  manners  the  Peru- 
vians afcribe  to  thofe  founders  of 
their  empire,  and  how,  from  the 
precepts  of  the  Jnca  and  his  con- 
fort, their  anceftors  gradually  ac- 
quired fome  knowledge  of  thofe 
arts,  and  fome  relifh  for  that  in- 
duftry,  which  render  fubfiftence 
fecure  and  life  comfortable,  hath 
been  formerly  related.  Thofe 
bleftings  were  originally  confined 
within  narrow  precincts ;  for  the 
authority  of  the  firft  Inca  did  not 
reach  many  leagues  beyond  Cuzco. 
But,  in  procefs  of  time,  his  fuc- 
ceffors  extended  their  dominion 
over  all  the  regions  that  ftretch  ta 
the  weft  of  the  Andes  from  Chili 
to  Quito,  eftabHfhing  in  every 
province  their  peculiar  policy  and 
religious  inftitutions. 

"  The  moft  Angular  and  ftriking 
circumftance  in  the  Peruvian  go- 
vernment, is  the  influence  of  reli- 
gion upon  its-  genias  and  laws. 
Religious  ideas  make  fuch  a  feeble 
imprelfion  on  the  mind  of  a  favage, 
that  their  effecl:  upon  his  fenti- 
ments  and  manners  are  hardly  per- 
ceptible. Among  the  Mexicans, 
religion,  reduced  into  a  regular 
fyftem,  and  holding  a  confiderable 
place  in  their  public  inftitutions, 
operated  with  confpicuous  efficacy 

in 
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in  forming  the  peculiar  character 
of  th<it  people.  But  in  Peru,  the 
whole  lyitem  of  civil  policy  was 
founded  on  religion.  The  Inca 
appeared  not  only  as  a  legillator, 
but  as  the  melTenger  of  heaven. 
His  precepts  were  received  not 
merely  as  the  injunctions  of  a  fu- 
perior,  but  as  the  mandates  of  the 
Deity.  His  race  was  held  to  be 
facred  ;  and  in  order  to  preferve  it 
dillind,  without  being  polluted  by 
any  mixture  of  inferior  blood,  the 
fons  of  Manco  Capac  married  their 
own  fillers,  and  no  perfon  was  ever 
admitted  to  the  throne  who  could 
not  claim  it  by  fuch  a  pure  defcent. 
To  thofe  Children  of  the  Sun,  for 
that  was  the  appellation  bellowed 
upon  all  the  offspring  of  the  fir  ft 
Inca,  the  people  looked  up  with 
the  reverence  due  to  beings  of  a 
luperior  order.  They  were  deemed 
to  be  under  the  immediate  protec- 
tion of  the  deity  from  whom  they 
iffued,  and  by  him  every  order  of 
the  reigning  Inca  was  iuppofed  to 
be  dictated. 

•'  From  thofe  ideas  two  confe- 
quences  refi'lted.  The  authority 
of  the  Inca  was  unlimited  and  ab- 
folute,  in  the  mod  extenfive  mean- 
ing of  the  words.  Whenever  the 
decrees  of  a  prince  are  confidered 
as  the  commands  of  the  Divinity, 
it  is  not  only  an  adt  of  rebellion, 
but  of  impiety,  to  difpute  or  op- 
pofe  his  will:  Obedience  becomes 
a  duty  of  religion  ;  and  as  it  would 
be  profane  to  controul  a  monarch 
under  the  guidance  of  Heaven, 
and  prefumptuous  to  advife  him, 
nothing  remains  but  to  fubmit  with 
implicit  refpecl.  This  muft  ne- 
cefiarily  be  the  effect  of  every  go- 
vernment eftabliihed  on  pretenti- 
ons of  intercourfe  with  fuperior 
powers.     Such  accordingly  was  the 
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blind  fubmiiTion  which  the  Peruvi- 
ans yielded  to  their  fovereigns. 
The  perfon s  of  higheft  rank  and 
greateft  power  in  their  dominions 
acknowledged  them  to  be  of  a  more 
exalted  nature  ;  and  in  tcftimony 
of  this,  when  admitted  into  their 
prefence,  they  entered  with  a  bur- 
den upon  their  fhoillders,  as  ari 
emblem  of  their  fervitude,  and 
willingnefs  to  bear  whatever  the 
Inca  waspleafed  to  impofe.  Among 
their  fubjects,  force  was  not  requi- 
fite  to  fecond  their  commands. 
Every  officer  entrurted  with  the 
execution  of  them  was  revered, 
and,  according  to  the  account  of 
an  intelligent  obferver  of  Peruvian 
manners,  might  proceed  alone  from 
one  extremity  of  the  empire  to  an- 
other, without  meeting  oppofuion ; 
for,  on  producing  a  fringe  from 
the  royal  Burla,  an  ornament  pe- 
culiar to  the  reigning  Inca,  the 
lives  and  fortun-s  of  the  people 
were  at  his  difpofal. 

"  Another  confluence  of  efta- 
blifhing  government  in  Peru  on 
the  foundation  of  religion,  was, 
that  all  crimes  were  pur.ifhed  ca- 
pitally. 7'hey  were  not  confidered 
as  tranfgreflions  of  human  law*, 
but  as  infults  offered  to  the  Deity. 
Each,  without  any  diftinction 
between  fuch  as  were  flight  and 
luch  as  were  atrocious,  called  for 
vengeance,  and  could  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender. 
Confonantly  to  the  fame  ideas; 
punifhment  followed  the  trefpafs 
with  inevitable  certainty,  becaufe 
an  offence  againft  Heaven  wai 
deemed  fuch  an  h]gh  enormitv  as 
could  not  be  pardoned.  Among  a 
people  of  corrupted  morals,  maxims 
of  jurif prudence  fo  fevere  and  unre- 
lenting, by  rendering  men  fero- 
cious anddefperat*,  would  be  more 
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apt  to  multiply  crimes  than  to  re- 
ftrain  them.  But  the  Peruvians, 
of  fimple  manners  and  unfufpicious 
faith,  were  held  in  fuch  awe  by 
this  rigid  difcipline,  that  the  num- 
ber of  offenders  were  extremely 
fmail.  Veneration  for  monarchs, 
enlightened  and  directed,  as  they 
believed,  by  the  divinity  whom 
they  adored,  prompted  them  to 
their  duty ;  the  dread  of  puniih- 
ment,  which  they  were  taught  to 
confide]  as  unavoidable  vengeance 
inflicteu  by  offended  Heaven,  with- 
held them  from  evil. 

"  The  fyiiem  of  fuperffition  on 
which  the  Incas  ingrafted  their 
pretenfions  to  fuch  high  authority, 
was  of  a  genius  very  different  from 
that  effablifhcd  among  the  Mexi- 
cans. Manco  Capac  turned  the 
veneration  of  his  followers  entirely 
towards  natural  objects.  The  fun, 
as  the  great  lburce  of  light,  of 
joy,  and  fertility  in  the  creation, 
attracted  their  principal  homage. 
The  moon  and  liars,  as  co-ope- 
rating with  him,  were  entitled  to 
fecondary  honours.  Wherever  the 
propenfity  in  the  human  mind  to 
acknowledge  and  to  adore  fome  fu- 
perior  power,  takes  this  direction, 
and  is  employed  in  contemplating 
the  order  and  beneficence  that 
reaily  exii't  in  nature,  the  fpirit  of 
fuperititicn  is  mild.  Wherever 
imaginary  beings,  created  by  the 
fancy  and  the  fears  of  men,  are 
fuppoied  to  prefide  in  nature,  and 
become  the  objects  of  worfhip,  fu- 
perffition always  aifumes  a  wilder 
and  more  atrocious  form.  Of  the 
latter  we  h.ive  an  example  among 
the  Mexicans,  of  the  former  among 
the  people  of  Peru.  They  had 
not,  indeed,  made  fuch  progrels 
in  obfervation  or  inquiry,  a3  to 
have  attained   juff  conceptions  of 


the  Deity ;  nor  was  there  in  their' 
language  any  proper  name  or  ap- 
pellation of  the  Supreme  Power, 
which  intimated  that  they  had 
formed  any  idea  of  him  as  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
world.  But  by  directing  their  ve- 
neration to  that  glorious  luminary, 
which,  by  its  univerfal  and  vivi- 
fying energy,  is  the  bell  emblem 
of  divine  beneficence,  the  rites 
and  obfervances  which  they  deem- 
ed acceptable  to  him  were  innocent 
and  humane.  They  offered  to  the 
fun  a  part  of  thofe  productions 
which  his  genial  warmth  had  called 
forth  from  the  bofom  of  the  earth, 
and  reared  to  maturity.  They  fa- 
crificed,  as  an  oblation  of  grati- 
tude, fome  of  the  animals  who 
were  indebted  to  his  influence  for 
nourifhment.  They  prefented  to 
him  choice  fpecimens  of  thofe 
works  of  ingenuity  which  his  light 
had  guided  the  hand  of  man  in 
forming.  But  the  Incas  never 
ftained  his  altars  with  human  blood, 
nor  could  they  conceive  that  their 
beneficent  father  the  fun  would  be 
delighted  with  fuch  horrid  victims. 
Thus  the  Peruvians,  unacquainted 
with  thofe  barbarous  rites  which 
extinguilh.  fenfibility,  and  fupprefs 
the  feelings  of  nature  at  the  light 
of  human  fafFerings,  were  formed, 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  fuperffition 
which  they  had  adopted,  to  a  na- 
tional character  more  gentle  than 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 

"  Its  influence  operated  even 
upon  their  civil  inftitutions,  and 
tended  to  correct  in  them  any  thing 
that  was  adverfe  to  gentlenefs  of 
character.  The  dominion  of  the 
Incas,  though  the  molt  abfolute  of 
all  defpotifms,  was  mitigated  by 
its  alliance  with  religion.  The 
mind  was  not  humbled  and  de- 
preffod 
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pTefled  by  the  idea  of  a  forced  fub- 
ieetion  to  the  will  of  a  foperior ; 
obedience,  paid  to  one  who  was 
believed  to  be  clothed  with  divine 
authority,  was  willingly  yielded, 
and  implied  no  degradation.  The 
fovereign,  conicious  that  the  fub- 
roiiiive  reverence  cf  his  people 
tlowed  from  their  belief  of  his  hea- 
venly defcent,  was  continually  re- 
minded of  a  diilinction  which 
prompted  him  to  imi:ar.e  that  be- 
neficent power  which  he  was  fop- 
poled  to  represent.  In  confequence 
of  thofe  imprefiions,  there  hardly 
occurs  in  the  traditional  hiitory  ct 
Peru,  any  initance  of  rebellion 
againit  the  reigning  prince,  and, 
among  twelve  fuccefiive  monarchs, 
there  was  not  one  tyrant. 

"  Even  the  wars  in  which  the 
Incas    engaged,    were   carried    on 
with  a  fpirit   very   different   from 
that  of  other    American  nations. 
Tncy  fought  not,   like  lavages,   to 
cefiroy  and  exterminate  ;  or,   like 
the  Mexicans,  to  glut  blood- thirty 
divinities    with    human    facririces. 
They  conquered,  in    order  to   re- 
claim and  civilize  the  vanquilhed, 
and  to  diffufe  the   knowledge    of 
their    own  institutions     and     arts. 
Priicners  feem   not    to    have  been 
expofed  to  the  infults  and  tortures, 
which  were  their  lot  in  every  other 
part  of  the  New  World.      The  lo- 
cal took    the   people    whom    they 
iubdued  under  their  protection,  and 
admitted  them  to    a    participation 
of  all  the  advantages  enjoyed   by 
their  original  fubjeds.    This  prac- 
tice,  fo  repugnant  to  American  fe- 
rocity,  and  rtiembling   the  huma- 
nity of  the  molt  pohlhed  nations, 
mult  be  afcribed,   like  other  pecu- 
liarities  which  we   have  obferved 
in    the  Peruvian    manners,   to    the 
genius  of  their  religion.     The  Ia- 


cas,  confiderinr  the  homage  paid 
to  any  object  out  *he  heavenly 
powers  which  they  adored,  a<  im- 
pious, were  fond  of  gaining  pro- 
to  their  favourite  J'yftem. 
The  idols  of  every  conquered  pro- 
vince were  carried  in  triumph  to 
the  great  temple  at  Cozco,  and 
:  there  as  trophies  cf  the  fu- 
perior  power  of  the  divinity  who 
was  the  protector  cf  the  empire. 
The  people  were  treated  with  le- 
nity, and  :  in  the  religi- 
ous tenets  of  their  new  matters, 
that  the  conqueror  might  have  the 
glory  of  having  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  votaries  of  his  father  the 
Sun. 

"  The  ftate  of  property  in  Peru 
was  no  lefs  fingular   than    that  of 
religion,    and    cot  tri  >uted,    like- 
towards  ghii  g  a    mild  turn 
of   character   to   the   people.     All 
the    !and>   capable    of  cultivation 
were  divided  into  three  (hares.  One 
was  conlecrated    to    the    lun,   and 
whatever  it  produced   was  applied 
towards    the   erection    of  temples, 
and   furniihing   what  was  requifite 
towards  celebrating  the  pubii    ri;es 
of  religion.     The  other  belonged 
to   the   Inca,  and  was  fet  apart  as 
the  provifion  made  by  the  commu- 
nity for  the  fupport  of  government. 
The  third  and  largeit  (hare  was  re- 
fcrved  for  the  maintenance   of  the 
people,  among  whom  it  was  par- 
celled out.     No  perfon,  however, 
had  a  right  of  excluiive  property  in 
the  portion   allotted  to   him.     K» 
pofieffed  it  only  for  a  year,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  a  new  diviiion 
was    mace    in    proportion    to    the 
rank,   the  number,  and  exigencies 
of  each    family.     All   thofe  lands 
were  cultivated  by  the  joint  indui- 
try  of  the  community.     The  peo- 
ple, fummoned  by  a  proper  o:.:.  :er, 
Q^  3  repaired 
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repaired  in  a  body  to  the  fields,  and 
performed  their  common  talk, 
while  fongs  and  mufical  instruments 
cheered  them  to  their  labour.  By 
this  lingular  diftribution  of  terri- 
tory, as  well  as  by  the  mode  of 
cultivating  it,  the  idea  of  a  com- 
mon intereft,  and  of  mutual  fub- 
ferviency,  was  continually  incul- 
cated. Each  individual  felt  his 
Connection  with  thofe  around  him, 
and  knew  that  he  depended  on 
their  friendly  aid  for  what  increafe 
he  was  to  reap.  A  ftate  thus  con- 
itituted  may  be  confidered  as  one 
great  family,  in  which  the  union 
of  members  was  fo  complete,  and 
the  exchange  of  good  offices  fo 
perceptible,  as  to  create  ftronger 
attachment,  and  to  bind  man  to 
man  in  cldfer  intercourfe,  than  fub- 
fifted  under  any  form  of  fociety 
eltablifhed  in  America.  From  this 
refulted  gentle  manners,  and  mild 
virtues  unknown  in  the  favage 
ftate,  and  with  which  the  Mexi- 
cans were  little  acquainted. 

"  But,  though  the  institutions 
of  the  Incas  were  fo  framed  as  to 
itrengthen  the  bonds  of  affecliort 
among  their  fubjedts,  there  was 
great  inequality  in  their  condition. 
The  diftin&ion  of  ranks  was  fully 
eftabliihed  in  Peru.  A  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants,  under  the  de- 
nomination oiTanaconas,  were  held 
in  a  ftate  of  fervitude.  Their  garb 
and  houfes  were  of  a  form  differ- 
ent from  thofe  of  free- men.  Like 
the  Tamtmes  of  Mexico,  they  were 
employed  in  carrying  burdens,  and 
in  performing  every  other  work  of 
drudgery.  Next  to  them  in  rank, 
were  fuch  of  the  people  as  were 
free,  but  diftinguifhed  by  no  offi- 
cial or  hereditary  honours.  Above 
them  were  raifed,  thofe  whom  the 
Spaniards  call  Qrejones,  from  the 


ornaments  worn  in  their  ears. 
They  formed  what  may  be  deno- 
minated the  order  of  nobles,  and 
in  peace,  as  well  as  war,  held 
every  office  of  power  or  truft.  At 
the  head  of  all  were  the  children 
of  the  Sun,  who,  by  their  high 
defcent,  and  peculiar  privileges, 
were  as  much  exalted  above  the 
Orejones,  as  thefe  were  elevated 
beyond  the  people. 

"  Such  a  form  of  fociety,  from 
the  union  of  its  members,  as  well 
as  from  the  diltindlion  in  their 
ranks,  was  favourable  to  progrefs 
in  the  arts.  But  the  Spaniards 
having  been  acquainted  with  the 
improved  ftate  of  various  arts  in 
Mexico,  feveral  years  before  they 
difcovered  Peru,  were  not  fo  much 
ftruck  with  what  they  obferved  in 
the  latter  country,  and  defcribe 
the  appearances  of  ingenuity  there 
with  lefs  warmth  of  admiration. 
The  Peruvians,  nevertheless,  had 
advanced  far  beyond  the  Mexicans, 
both  in  the  neceflary  arts  of  life, 
and  in  fuch  as  have  fome  title  tp 
the  name  of  elegant. 

"  In  Peru,  agriculture,  the  art 
of  primary  neceffity  in  facial  life, 
was  more  extenfive,  and  carried  on 
with  greater  fkill  than  in  any  part 
of  America.  The  Spaniards,  in 
their  progrefs  through  the  country, 
were  fo  fully  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions  of  every  kind,  that  in  the  re- 
lation of  their  adventures  we  meet 
with  none  of  thofe  difmal  fcenes  of 
diftrefs  occafioned  by  famine,  in 
which  the  conquerors  of  Mexico 
were  fo  often  involved.  The 
quantity  of  foil  under  cultivation 
was  not  left  to  the  difcretion  of  in- 
dividuals, but  regulated  by  public 
authority  in  proportion  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  community.  Even 
the  calamity  of  an  unfruitful  feafon 

was 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS.         231 


was  but  little  felt,  for  the  product 
of  the  lands  con fecrated  to  the  Sun, 
as  well   as   thofe  fet  apart  for  the 
Inca,  being  depofited  in  the  tam- 
ios,    or   public   ftorehoufes,  it  re- 
mained there  as  a  ftated  provifion 
for  times  of  fcarcity.     As  the  ex- 
tent of  cultivation  was  determined 
with  fuch  provident  attention    to 
the  demands  of  the  ftate,  the  in- 
vention and  induftry  of  the  Peru- 
vians were   called   forth    to  extra- 
ordinary exertions,  by  certain  de- 
fects peculiar  to  their  climate  and 
foil.     All  the  vaft  rivers  that  flow 
from  the  Andes   take   their  courfe 
eaftward   to  the   Atlantic    Ocean. 
Peru    is    watered    only    by    fome 
ftreams  which  rufh  down  from  the 
mountains  like  torrents.     A  great 
part  of  the  low-country   is   fandy 
and    barren,  and    never   refreflied 
with    rain.       In    order    to  render 
fuch  an  unpromifing  region  fertile, 
the  ingenuity  of  the  Peruvians  had 
recourfe  to  various  expedients.    By 
means  of  artificial  canals  conduct- 
ed, with  much  patience  and  confi- 
derable  art,  from  the  torrents  that 
poured  acrofs    their  country,  they 
conveyed  a  regular  fupply  of  moi- 
fture  to  their  fields.     They  enrich- 
ed, the   foil  by   manuring  it  with 
the   dung  of  iea- fowls,  of  which 
they   found   an   inexhauftible  (lore 
on   all   the  illands  fcattered  along 
their  coafts.       In    defcribing    the 
cuftoms  of  any  nation  thoroughly 
civilized,     fuch     practices    would 
hardly  draw  attention,  or  be  men- 
tioned   as  in  any    degree  remark- 
able, but  in  the  hiflory  of  the  im- 
provident race  of  men  in  the  New 
World,  they  are  entitled  to  notice 
as  Angular  proofs  of  induftry  and 
of  art.     The  ufe   of  the  plough, 
indeed,  was  unknown  to   the  Pe- 
ruvians.      They    turned    up    the 


earth  with  a  kind  of  mattock  of 
hard  wood.  Nor  was  this  labour 
deemed  fo  degrading  as  to  be  de- 
volved wholly  upon  the  women. 
Both  fexes  joined  in  performing 
this  neceflary  work.  Even  the 
children  of  the  Sun  fet  an  example 
of  induftry,  by  cultivating  a  field 
near  Cuzco  with  their  own  hands, 
and  they  dignified  this  function  by 
denominating  it  their  triumph  over 
the  earth. 

M  The  fuperior  ingenuity  of  the 
Peruvians  is  obvious,  likewife,  in 
the  conftruftion  of  their  houfes  and 
public  buildings.     In  the  extenfive 
plains  which  ftretch  along  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  where  the  Iky  is  per- 
petually   ferene,  and    the  climate 
mild,   their  houfes  were  very  pro- 
perly of  a  fabric  extremely  flight. 
But  iti  the  higher   regions,  where 
rain  falls,  where  the  viciflitude  of 
feafons  is  known,  and  their  rigour 
felt,    they  were   cenftructed    with 
greater  folidhy.     They   were  ge- 
nerally of  a  fquare  form,   the  walls 
about  eight  feet  high,  built  with 
bricks  hardened   in    the   fun,    the 
door   low   and  ftrait,  and  without 
any    windows.       Simple   as    thefe 
ftru&ures    were,  and   rude    as  the 
materials  may  ieem  to  be  of  which 
they   were    formed,   they    were  fo 
durable,  that    many  of   them  ftill 
fubfift  in   different  parts  of  Peru, 
lono-    after  every    monument  that 
might  have  conveyed  to  ns  any  idea 
of  the  domeftic  ftate  of  the  other 
American    nations    has     vanifhed 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.     But  it 
was  in  the  temples  confecrated   to 
the  Sun,  and  in  the  buildings  de- 
ftined  for  the  refldence  of  their  mo- 
narchs,     that    the  Peruvians    dis- 
played the  utmoft  extent   of  their 
art  and  contrivance.     The  defcrip- 
tions  of  them  by  fuch  of  the  Spa- 
Q  4  *& 
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nifh  writers  as  had  an  opportunity 
of  contemplating   th^m  while,  in 
fome  meafure,  entire,  might  have 
appeared   highly    exaggerated,     if 
the  ruins  which  liill   remain,  did 
not  vouch  the    truth  of  their  rela- 
tions.    Thefe  ruins  of  facred  or 
royal  buildings  are  found  in  every 
province  of  the  empire,    and  by 
their    frequency    demonftrate   that 
they  are  monuments  of  a  powerful 
people,  who   muft  have  fubfifted, 
during  a  period  of  fome  extent,  in 
a  ftate   of   no  inconfiderable   im- 
provement.    They  appear  to  have 
neen  edifices   various   in   their  di- 
menfions.       Some  of  a  moderate 
jlze,   many  of  immenfe  extent,  ail 
remarkable  for  folidity,  and  refem- 
bling  each  other  in  the  liile  of  ar- 
chitecture.    The  temple  of  Pacha- 
camac,  together  with  a  palace  of 
the  Inca,  and  a  fortrefs,    were   fo 
connected  together  as  to  form   one 
great  ftructure,  above  half  a  league 
in  circuit.     In  this  prodigious  pile, 
the  fame  fingular  talte  in  building 
is  confpicuous  as  in  other  works  of 
the  Peruvians.     As   they  were  un- 
acquainted with  the  ufe  of  the  pul- 
ley, and  other  mechanical  powers, 
and   could   not  elevate    the    large 
flor.es  and  bricks  which  they  em- 
ployed in  building  to  any  confider- 
able  height,  the  walls  of  this  edi- 
fice, in  which    they  feem   to  have 
made  their  greaieit  effort  towards 
magnificence,  did   not  rife  above 
twelve    feet    from     the     ground. 
Though  they   had    not  difcovered 
the  ufe  of  mortar  or  of  any  other 
cement  in  building,   the  bricks  or 
Hones    were  joined  with   fo  much 
nicety,   that  the  feams  can  hardly 
be  difcerned.     The  apartments,  as 
far  as  the  diftrjoution  of  them  can 
be  traced  in  the   ruins,  were  ill— 
difpofed,    and  afforded  little  ac- 
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commodation.  There  was  not  a 
fingle  window  in  any  part  of  the 
building,  and  as  no  light  could  en- 
ter but  by  the  door,  all  the  apart- 
ments of  largeft  dimenfion  mult 
either  have  been  perfectly  dark,  or 
illuminated  by  fome  other  means. 
But  with  all  thefe  and  many  other 
imperfections  that  might  be  men- 
tioned, in  their  art  of  building, 
the  works  of  the  Peruvians  which 
ftill  remain  mull  be  confidered  as 
ftupendous  efforts  of  a  people  un- 
acquainted with  the  ufe  of  iron, 
and  convey  to  us  an  high  idea  of 
the  power  poflefTed  by  their  ancient 
monarchs. 

"  Thefe,  however,  were  not 
the  nobleft  or  molt  ufeful  works  of 
the  Incas.  The  two  great  roads 
from  Cuzco  to  Quito,  extending 
in  an  uninterrupted  ftretch  above 
five  hundred  leagues,  are  entitled 
to  ftill  higher  praife.  The  one 
was  conducted  through  the  interior 
and  mountainous  country,  the  other 
through  the  plains  on  the  fea-coaft. 
From  the  language  of  admiration 
in  which  fome  of  the  early  writers 
exprefs  their  aftonifhment  when 
they  fir  ft  viewed  thofe  roads,  and 
from  the  more  pompous  defcrip- 
tions  of  later  writers,  who  labour 
to  fupport  fome  favourite  theory 
concerning  America,  one  might 
be  led  to  compare  this  work  of  the 
Incas  to  the  famous  military  ways 
which  remain  as  monuments  of  the 
Roman  power  :  but  in  a  country 
where  there  was  no  tame  animal 
except  the  Llama,  which  was  ne- 
ver ufed  for  draught,  and  but  lit- 
tle as  a  beaft  of  burden,  where  the 
high  roads  were  feldom  trod  by 
any  but  a  human  foot,  no  great 
degree  of  labour  and  art  was  re- 
quifitein  forming  them.  The  Pe- 
ruvian roads  were  only  fifteen  feet 

in 
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in  breadth,  and  in  many  places  fo 
flightly  formed,  that  time  Coon 
effaced  every  veiHge  of  the  courfe 
in  which  they  ran.  In  the  low- 
country  little  more  feems  to  have 
been  done,  than  to  plant  trees  or 
to  fix  polls  at  certain  intervals,  in 
order  to  mark  the  proper  route  to 
travellers.  To  open  a  path  through 
the  mountainous  country  was  a 
more  arduous  tafk.  Eminencies 
were  levelled,  and  hollows  filled 
up,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
road,  it  was  fenced  with  a  bank  of 
turf.  At  proper  diitances,  Tam- 
bos,  or  ftorehoufes,  were  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Inca 
and  his  attendants,  in  their  pro- 
grefs  through  his  dominions.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  road  was 
originally  formed  in  this  higher 
and  more  impervious  region,  it 
has  proved  more  durable ;  and 
though,  from  the  inattention  of 
the  Spaniards  to  every  object  but 
that  of  working  their  mines,  no- 
thing has  been  done  towards  keep- 
ing it  in  repair,  its  courle  may  ilill 
be  traced.  Such  was  the  cele- 
brated road  of  the  Incas ;  and 
even  from  this  defcription,  diveft- 
ed  of  every  circumflance  of  mani- 
feli  exaggeration,  or  of  fufpicious 
afpeel,  it  muit  be  confidered  as  a 
flriking  proof  of  an  extraordinary 
progrefs  in  improvement  and  po- 
licy. To  the  favage  tribes  of 
America,  the  idea  of  facilitating 
communication  with  places  at  a 
diftance  had  never  occurred.  To 
the  Mexicans  it  was  hardiy  known. 
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Even  in  the  moil  civilized  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  men  had  advanced 
far  in  refinement,  before  it  became 
a  regular  objecl  of  national  police 
to  form  fuch  roads  as  render  inter- 
course commodious. 

"  The  formation  of  thofe  roads 
introduced  another  improvement 
in  Peru  equally  unknown  over  all 
the  reft  of  America.  In  its  courfe 
from  fouth  to  north,  the  road  of 
the  Incas  was  interfered  by  all  the 
torrents  which  roll  from  the  Andes 
towards  the  Weftern  Ocean.  From 
the  rapidity  of  their  courfe,  as  well 
as  from  the  frequency  and  violence 
of  their  inundation,  theie  were  on- 
navigable.  Some  expedient,  how- 
ever, was  to  be  found  for  palling 
them.  The  Peruvians,  from  their 
unacquaintance  with  the  ufe  of 
arche-,  and  their  inability  to  work 
in  wood,  could  not  conftruct 
bridges  either  of  ftone  or  timber. 
But  neceifity,  the  parent  of  inven- 
tion, fuggeftcd  a  device  which 
fupplied  that  defedl.  They  formed 
cables  of  great  ftrength,  by  twi fil- 
ing together  fome  of  the  pliable 
withs  or  ofiers,  with  which  their 
country  abounds;  fix  of  which 
they  ftretched  acrofs  the  ftream. 
parallel  to  one  another,  and  made 
them  faft  on  each  fide.  Thefe  they 
bound  firmly  together  by  inter- 
weaving Imaller  ropes  fo  clofe,  as 
to  form  a  compact  piece  of  net- 
work, which  being  covered  with 
branches  of  trees  and  earth,  they 
id  along  it  with  tolerable  fecu- 
rity ■*.  Proper  perfons  were  ap- 
pointed 


*  The  nppmrance  of  thofe  bridges,  which  bend  with  their  own  weight, 
wave  with  the  wind,  and  are  confide)  ably  agitated  hy  the  motion  of  every  per- 
fon  who  pafTes  alon^  them,  is  very  fri  htful  at  fixft.  But  the  Spaniards  have 
found  them"  to  be  the  cafieft  mode  of  palling  the  torrents  of  Peru,  over  which 
it  would  he  difficult  to  throw  more  lolid  ftruftures  either  of  ftone  or  timber. 
They  form  thofe  hanging  bridges  fo  Ihong  and  broad  that  loaded  mules  pafs 

along 
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pointed  to  attend  at  each  bridge, 
to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  to 
aiEft  paffengers.  In  the  level  coun- 
try, where  the  rivers  became  deep 
and  broad  and  ftill,  they  are  paiTed 
in  Balzas,  or  floats ;  in  the  con- 
struction, as  well  as  navigation  of 
which,  the  ingenuity  of  the  Peru- 
vians appears  to  be  far  fuperior  -to 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 
Thefe  had  advanced  no  farther  in 
naval  fkill  than  the  ufe  of  the  pad- 
dle, or  oar  ;  the  Peruvians  ven- 
tured to  raife  a  mafr,  and  fpread  a 
fail,  by  means  of  which  their  bal- 
zas not  only  went  nimbly  before 
the  wind,  but  could  veer  and  tack 
with  great  celerity." 


A  Voyage  towards  the  South  Pole, 
and  round  the  World.  Performed 
in  his  Majejlfs  Ships  the  Refolu- 
tion  and  Adventure,  in  the  Tears 
1772,  1773,  1774,  and  1775. 
Written  by  James  Cook,  Com- 
mander of  the  Resolution.  In 
njohich  is  included  Captain  Fur- 
neaux'j  Narrative  of  his  Proceed- 
ings in  the  Adventure  during  the 
Separation  of  the  Ships.  Illuf- 
trated  with  Maps  and  Chart sy 
and  a  Variety  of  Portraits  of  Per- 
Jons  and  Viezvs  of  Places,  draivn 
during  the  Voyage  by  Mr.  Hodges, 
and  engraved  by  the  tnoji  eminent 
Majlers.     In  2  Vols.    4W. 

TH  E  former  attempts  that  had 
been  made  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for 
extending  the  knowledge  and  in- 
tercourfe  of  mankind,  by  the  dif- 


covery  of  the  unknown  regions  of 
the  fouthern  world,  are  frefh  in 
every  memory.  Of  thefe,  the 
three  years  voyage  round  the  world, 
performed  in  the  Adventure  by 
the  author  of  the  prefent  work,  and 
in  which  he  was  accompanied  by 
thofe  celebrated  naturalifts,  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  was  up- 
on many  accounts  particularly  in- 
terefting.  Though  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  tranfit  of  the  planet  Ve- 
nus over  the  fun,  which  was  taken 
in  the  newly  difcovered  ifland  of 
Otaheite,  was  the  leading  object 
of  that  voyage  in  the  outfet,  it  be- 
came in  its  progrefs  not  lefs  va- 
luable in  other  refpecls,  by  the 
fund  of  knowledge  and  fpecula- 
tion  which  it  opened  to  the  navi- 
gator, the  naturalift,  and  the  phi- 
lofopher. 

Notwithstanding  the  ability  and 
fpirit  of  enterprize  which  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed  our  late  difco- 
verers,  one  important  point  of  en- 
quiry with  refpect  to  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  globe  ftill  remained  un- 
determined. It  had  long  been  a 
fubject  of  difcuffion  with  the  learn- 
ed, whether  the  unexplored  parts 
of  the  fouthern  hemifphere  con- 
tained another  continent,  or  whe- 
ther fo  great  a  part  of  the  globe 
exhibited  only  an  immenfe  mafs 
of  water.  The  former  opinion 
prevailed,  and  was  fo  well  fup- 
ported  by  philofophical  reafoning, 
and  inferences  drawn  from  analo- 
gy, that  the  exiftence  of  a  vaft 
continent,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
extend  far  within  the  temperate 
climates    of  the   fouthern    hemi- 


along  them.  All  the  trade  of  Cuzco  is  earned  on  by  means  of  fuch  a  bridge 
over  the  river  Apuiimac.  Ulloa,  tom.i.  358.  A  more  fimple  contrivance 
was  employed  in  paffing  fmaller  ftreams :  a  baflcet,  in  which  the  traveller  was 
placed,  being  fufpended  from  a  ftrong  rope  ftretched  acrofs  the  ftream,  it  wa» 
pumed  or  drawn  froni  one  fide  to  the  other.     Ibid. 

fphere, 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


fphere,  became  generally  believed. 
This  new  world  naturally  became 
an  objeft  of  conlideration  with  the 
maritime  and  commercial  powers 
who  hold  pofTefiions  in  America, 
and  has  at  different  periods,  for 
near  two  hundred  years  pad,  ex- 
cited, by  turns,  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  and  difcovery,  in  the  Spa- 
niards, Dutch,  Englifh,  and 
French. 

Though  thefe  navigators  failed 
in  their  principal  object,  the  pur- 
fuit  led  to  other  dilcoveries,  and 
there  was  always  matter  of  encou- 
ragement left  for  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  original  defign. 
New  Zealand,  and  other  iflands, 
were  at  dijferent  times  fuppoied  to 
be  parts  of  ihc  New  Continent  ; 
and  fog  banks,  and  floating  ice, 
were  at  others  miftaken  and  mark- 
ed for  land.  Thefe  errors  of  na- 
vigators received  a  fanction  from 
the  hypothetical  conclufions  of 
philofophers,  who  held  fuch  a  con- 
tinent to  be  neccftary,  in  order 
to  counterbalance  the  immenfe 
weight  of  earth  in  the  northern 
hem i fphciv,  w hi  I  ft,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  imaginary  dilcovcries 
of  the  former,  (crved  in  turn 
to  fupport  the  philosophic  fy- 
fiem. 

The  late  Eritifti  navigators  were 
too  accurate,  and  too  fully  deter- 
mined in  the  profceution  of  their 
defign,  to  take  any  thing  upon 
trull,  or  to  be  deceived  by  appear- 
ances ;  and  they  traverfed  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  in  fo  many  directions, 
without  falling  in  with  any  part  of 
the  expefted  continent,  that  its  ex- 
istence became  more  problematical 
than  it  had  been  hitherto  confider- 
ed.  It  was  at  lealt  pretty  evident, 
that  if  it  exi.led  in  the  vaft  extent 
that  had  been  fuppofed,  it  mult 
fpi^a^  more  u.<der  the  frozen  u.ies 
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of  the  fouthern  pole,  than  within 
the  range  of  the  moderate  climates. 
The  queftion  was,  however,  ftill 
undecided;  the  new  continent  held 
its  place  in  a  fpeculative  geogra- 
phy, and  its  numerous  abettors 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  re- 
linquifn  their  favourite  fvftem. 

The  prelent  voy.'.ge  was  under- 
taken with  the  fame  enlarged  and 
liberal  views  of  promoting  know- 
ledge, fcience,  and  the  interefts  of 
philofophy.  that  the  former  were  ; 
but  particularly  to  afee:  tain  the 
fa  ft,  and  put  an  end  to  all  diver- 
fity  of  opinion  upon  the  queftion, 
relative  to  the  exigence  of  the  fup- 
pofed continent.  The  provihon  of 
every  fort,  exceeded  all  that  had 
been  known  upon  any  fmilar  oc- 
casion. Every  circumlhnce  and 
fituation  that  could  le  forefeen  or 
apprehended  was  provided  for ; 
and  nothing  was  omitted,  which 
could  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the 
fubfzltence,  fecurity,  health,  or 
comfort,  of  the  voyagers.  A  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  was  allotted 
by  parliament  to  encourage  two 
gentlemen  eminent  in  natural  phi- 
lofophy, to  facrilice  their  time, 
and  encounter  the  toils  and  dangers 
of  fuch  a  voyage.  In  the  fame 
fcientific  fpirit,  a  landfcape  painter 
of  merit,  and  two  able  aftrono- 
mcrs,   were  alfo  engaged. 

Capt.  Cook,  already  fo  much 
diftingjiftied  by  his  experience  and 
ability,  was,  with  great  propriety, 
appointed  to  conduct  this  expedi- 
tion ;  and  Capt.  Furneaux,  who 
had  gone  round  the  world  as  lieu- 
tenant to  Capt.  Wallis,  command- 
ed the  fecond  vefTel,  the  Adven- 
ture. The  general  plan  of  the 
voyage  was,  to  explore  the  fouthern 
latitudes  of  the  temperate 
with  fuch  accuracy,  as  to  ai:er- 
tain  whether  any  confiderable  body 

of 
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of  land  lay  in  that  range,  to  pene- 
trate as  far  as  it  was  poili'ble  to- 
wards the  antarctic  pole  ;  and  if 
it  could  be  done,  to  difcover  whe- 
ther the  paffage  to  it  was  barred 
up  by  land,  or  only  guarded  by  an 
ocean,  rendered  impracticable  by 
the  feverity  of  the  climate. 

Such  fplendid  and  extraordinary 
events  as  attended  the  dilcoveries 
of  Columbus,  ae  Gama,  and  other 
early  navigators,  who  had  not  only 
a  new  world  before  them  to  ex- 
plore, but  a  great  part  of  the  old 
continent,  which  was  equally  hid 
from  the  knowledge  of  Europeans, 
are  not  to  be  expected  at  the  pre- 
fent  day.  This  voyage  was  not 
undertaken  to  explore  a  certain, 
though  unknown,  region.  Its 
great  object  was  to  decide  a  quef- 
tion  ;  to  determine  a  nullity,  or  to 
eflablifh  a  reality.  This  object 
has  been  fully  attained  ;  but  it  has 
been  attained  in  the  former  fenfe, 
by  determining  the  nullity  ;  it 
muft  therefore  of  courfe  be  deficient 
in  that  glare,  which  the  oppofite 
reful:  would  have  afforded.  It  is 
now  evident,  that  no  fuch  conti- 
nent, as  was  fuppofed,  exills  in 
the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean.  That 
there  may  be  a  continent  within 
the  antarctic  circle,  and  perhaps 
extending  to  the  pole,  feems  not 
improbable  ;  but  if  there  be,  na- 
ture has  moft  effectually  guarded  it 
from  human  enquiry  or  obferva- 
tion. 

This  voyage  is,  however,  pecu- 
liarly interelting  and  valuable,  up- 
on many  other  accounts  befides  the 
attainment  of  its  principal  object. 
Some  confiderable  dilcoveries  have 
been  made;  and  many  places  which 
had  been  barely  touched  at  or  feen 
by  former  navigators,  have  been 
explored,  traced,    and   defcribcd, 


with  an  accuracy  and  care  which 
carry  the  merit  of  original  difco- 
very.  Many  miflakes  have  been 
rectified,  and  feveral  fuppofed  dis- 
coveries fhewn  to  have  been  found- 
ed only  in  error.  If  we  are  not 
brought  acquainted  with  many 
new  people,  we  acquire  a  much 
better  knowledge  of  thofe,  who 
had  before  appeared  to  us  through 
the  medium  of  a  doubtful  or  imper- 
fect information.  We  find  the 
3uthor  every  where  actuated  by  a 
fpirit  of  enterprize  and  enquiry, 
which  can  neither  be  fubdued  by 
toil,  nor  difmayed  by  danger ; 
whilfl  his  unwearied  zeal  for  the 
promotion  of  general,  as  well  as 
nautical  knowledge,  deferves  every 
commendation. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known, 
that  the  feverity  of  the  climate  in 
the  high  fouthern  latitudes,  fo  far 
exceeds  what  is  experienced  under 
equal  parallels  in  the  northern  he- 
mifphere,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of 
comparifon.  Yet  fuch  was  the  in- 
dultry  and  fpirit,  the  contempt  of 
toil,  danger,  and  cold,  fhewn  by 
our  prefent  navigators,  that  they 
penetrated  at  three  different  periods 
within  the  antar&ic  polar  circle, 
and,  at  the  lair,  time,  advanced  to 
the  latitude  of  71  degrees,  10  mi- 
nutes fouth  ;  which  was  probably  a 
much  nearer  approach  to  the  fouth- 
ern pole,  than  any  mortal  had  ever 
ventured   before. 

Their  progrefs  was  at  length 
flopped  by  an  apparently  boundlefs 
tract  of  folid  ice,  which  ftretched 
from  the  northward  towards  the 
pole,  and  carried  the  appearance 
of  a  vail  continent.  It  exhibited 
a  level  margin  to  the  open  fea, 
from  whence  it  rofe  gradually,  at 
firfl  into  fmaller  hills,  and  at 
length  into  itupendous  mountains 
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of  ice,  which  afcended  in  great 
ridges  one  above  another  to  the 
fouth,  until  their  tops  were  left  in 
the  clouds.  It  is  laid,  that  no 
known  part  of  the  northern  feas 
produce  any  phenomena  at  all 
equal,  or  even  approaching  in  point 
of  magnitude,  and  as  a  natural 
wonder,  to  thefe  prodigious  ice 
mountains.  Our  navigators  con- 
cluded, that  this  vail  tract  of  ice 
either  exrended  to  the  pole,  or 
that  it  adhered  to  fome  more  fouth- 
ern  frozen  continent,  to  which  it 
had  been  fixed  from  the  earlieft 
times.  In  either  cafe,  all  farther 
difcovery  to  the  fouth  would  be 
equally  hopelefs  or  fruitlefs ;  for  if 
the  land  could  even  be  approached 
in  any  other  part,  it  mult  ftill  be 
as  impracticable,  and  as  impervi- 
ous to  human  obfervation  and  en- 
quiry, as  the  ice. 

It  being  impoffible  to  penetrate 
any  higher  to  the  fouth  in  this 
quarter,  and  evidently  ufelefs,  if 
it  could  be  done  in  any  other,  our 
navigators  returned  to  explore  with 
greater  accuracy  the  temperate  and 
tropical  climates  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  this  courfe,  they  dif- 
covered  a  very  considerable  ifiand, 
being  in  point  of  extent  the  next 
to  New  Zealand,  of  any  yet  known 
in  that  fea,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  New  Caledonia.  They 
alfo  completed  the  dilcoverv,  and 
explored  with  accuracy  a  confider- 
able  Archipelago  of  iflands,  to 
which,  from  thefe  circumftances, 
they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
give  a  name,  and  accordingly 
called  them  the  New  Hebrides. 
One  of  thefe  had  been  firft  touched 
at  in  the  year  1606,  by  the  cele- 
brated Spanilh  navigator,  Quiros, 
who  took  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  un- 
known continent,    which  he  was 
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then  feeking  ;  and  they  were  lately 
failed  through  by  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville, who  called  them  the  Great 
Cyclades. 

The  purpofes  of  the  voyage  with 
refpedt  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  being 
now  fully  attained,  and  the  non- 
exillence  of  a  continent  in  its  prac- 
ticable parts  clearly  decided,  Capt. 
Cook  proceeded  to  examine  the 
Magellanic  regions^  and  by  ex- 
ploring the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans,  to 
complete  the  knowledge  of  the 
fouthern  hemifphere.  Here  they 
fcon  encountered  winter  under  its 
moft  dreary  afpeft,  and  in  its  moft 
hideous  form,  both  of  which  it 
here  difplayed,  more  than  ten  de- 
grees of  latitude  earlier  than  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Eetween  the  lati- 
tude of  54  and  55  fouth,  they  dif- 
covered  and  lanced  at  an  ifiand, 
which  they  named  South  Georgia. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  difmal  than  the  face  of  na- 
ture in  this  ifiand.  Though  it  was 
in  the  midft  of  the  fummer  of  that 
climate,  the  ifiand  feemed  in  a 
manner  walled  round  with  ice,  and 
mult  have  been  nearly  inacceflible 
in  any  other  feaibn.  Yet  this 
ifiand,  which  exhibited  fuch  Spe- 
cimens of  antarctic  cold  at  fo  great 
a  diltance  from  the  pole,  is  not 
above  feventy  leagues  in  compafs. 

Between  the  latitudes  of  59  and 
60  fouth,  they  difcovered  a  ftill 
more  frozen  land,  which  prefent- 
ed  an  elevated  coaft,  whole  lofty 
fnow  clad  fummiti  were  feen  above 
the  clouds.  To  this  land  they 
gave  the  name  of  the  Southern 
Thule,  as  the  moft  fouthern  land 
that  ever  has,  or  that,  poffibly, 
ever  may  be  difcovered.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  inexpreffi- 
bly  horrid  than  the  afpect  of  this 
country  ; 
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country;  a  country  doomed  by 
nature  never  to  feel  the  warmth  of 
the  fun's  rays;  and  where  all  life 
and  vegetation  are  for  ever  fhut  up 
in  eternal  froft.  The  forbidden 
coaft  admitted  of  no  anchorage; 
every  place  that  looked  like  a  port 
or  harbour  was  blocked  or  filled  up 
with'ice. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  feas  and 
regions  which  our  navigators  ex- 
plored or  difcovered  in  the  fouthern 
hemifphere.  We  fhall  be  enabled 
to  form  fome  idea  of  their  induftry 
in  refearch,  and  perfeverance  in 
toil,  by  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
fpace  which  they  traverfed  in  this 
circumnavigation  of  the  globe. 
From  the  22d  of  November  1772, 
which  was  the  day  of  their  depar- 
ture from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  the  22d  of  March  1775,  which 
was  that  of  their  return  to  the  lame 
place,  being  exactly  two  years  and 
four  months,  they  failed  no  lefs 
than  twenty  thoufand  leagues ;  an 
extent  of  voyage,  nearly  equal  to 
three  times  the  equatorial  circum- 
ference of  the  earth,  and  which  it 
is  highly  probable  was  never  failed 
by  any  other  ihip  in  an  equal  fpace 
of  time. 

This  voyage  was  happily  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  eltablifhment  of  a 
fact:  of  the  greateft  importance,  and 
which  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope 
will  prove  of  the  greateft  benefit  to 
mankind.  It  has  fhewn,  by  the 
cleareft  evidence,  that  a  feafaring 
life  is  not  neceflarily  inimical  to 
man,  nor  pernicious  to  his  health; 
and  it  demonstrates  experimental- 
ly, that  thofe  long  voyages  and 
diitant  navigations,  which  had  hi- 
therto proved  fo  destructive  to  the 
human  race,  might,  with  proper 
care,  and  under  neceflary  regula- 
tions,  be  prosecuted  with  as  great 
fecurity  to  the  health  of  the  under- 


takers, as  any  other  coiufe  of  life 
equally  laborious  could  be  purfued 
on  fhore.  In  a  voyage  of  above 
three  years,  in  which  the  naviga- 
tors had  experienced  every  variety 
of  climate,  from  52  degrees  north 
latitude,  to  71  fouth,  and  were 
continually  expofed  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fatigue  and  hardship,  the 
numerous  fhip's  company  on  board 
the  Refolution,  preferved  a  more 
uninterrupted  ftate  of  good  health, 
than  perhapscould  have  been  (hewn 
on  fhore  in  the  molt  temperate  cli- 
mates of  the  earth.  In  that  long 
courfe,  of  near  120  perfons,  only 
four  were  loft  ;  and  of  that  four, 
only  one  fell  a  victim  to  ficknefs. 
A  fact  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  navigation. 

This  voyage  was  alfo  dirtinguifh- 
ed  by  another  difcovery  of  fmgular 
importance,  as  well  as  curiolity, 
and  which,  like  the  former,  re- 
flects the  greateft  honour  on  Capt» 
Cook,  for  his  induftry,  ingenuity, 
and  the  unremitting  attention 
which  he  paid  to  the  preferva- 
tion  and  comfort  of  his  people, 
as  well  as  to  the  general  ob- 
jects of  his  expedition.  Under  all 
the  rigour  of  the  antarctic  fky,  and 
enclofed  in  the  dangers  of  its  fro- 
zen fea,  during  feveral  months 
abfence  from  land,  and  cut  off 
from  it  by  a  prodigious  expanfe 
of  ocean,  he  procured  for  his  peo- 
ple inexhauftible  fources  of  excel- 
lent frefh  water,  from  thofe  iflands 
of  ice  which  feemed  to  threat  them 
with  nothing  lefs  than  destruction,; 
It  is  true,  that  Crantz  had  fome 
years  ago  advanced,  that  thofe 
great  mafies,  called  Ice  Iflands,  dif- 
folved  into  frefh  water,  from  whence 
he  inferred  that  they  owed  their  ori- 
gin to  the  vaft  rivers  of  the  northern 
regions ;  but  it  was  referved  for 
the  prefent  voyage  to  eftablifh  the 

know- 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


239 


knowledge,  that  the  freezing  of  Tea- 
water  into  ice,  not  only  deprives 
it  of  ail  its  fait  particles,  but  that 
it  will  thaw  into  foft,  potable,  and 
moil  wholefome  water,  and  to  ap- 
ply that  knowledge  experimentally 
to  the  molt  ufeful  practice.  It  has 
alfo  fhewn,  that  the  bad  qualities 
which  had  for  many  ages  been  at- 
tributed to  melted  fnow  and  ice- 
water  were  totally  unfounded.  This 
happy  method  of  obtaining  freih 
water  without  limitation  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  land,  not 
only  enabled  our  navigators  to  per- 
levere  in  their  difcoveries  for  a 
length  of  time  which  would  have 
been  otherwife  impoffible,  but  it 
contributed  wonderfully  to  that 
unparalleled  degree  of  health  which 
the/preferved  during  the  voyage. 

Before  we  attempt  to  give  any 
account  of  the  execution  of  this 
work,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  re- 
cite in  his  own  words  what  our 
author  fays  upon  tht  fubject. 

"  And  now  it  may  be  necefTary 
to  fay,  that,  as  I  am  on  the  point 
of  failing  on  a  third  expedition,  I 
leave  this  account  of  my  lad  voyage 
in  the  hand:,  of  fome  friends,  who 
in  my  abfence  have  kindly  accept- 
ed the  office  of  correcting  the  prefs 
for  me;  who  are  pleafed  to  think, 
that  what  I  have  here  to  relate  is 
better  to  be  given  in  my  own 
words,  than  in  the  words  of  an- 
other perfon  ;  efpecially  as  it  is  a 
workdefigned  for  information,  and 
not  merely  for  amufement ;  in 
which,  it  is  their  opinion,  that 
candour  and  fidelity  will  counter- 
balance the  want  of  ornament. 

'•  I  ihall  therefore  conclude  this 
introductory  difcourfe  with  defiring 
the  reader  to  excufe  the  inaccura- 
cies of  ftyle,  which  doubtlefs  he 
will  frequently  meet  with  in  the 


following  narrative ;  and  that, 
when  fuch  occur,  he  will  recollect 
that  it  is  the  production  of  a  man, 
who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of 
much  fchool  education,  but  who 
has  been  conftantly  at  fea  from  his 
youth  ;  and  though,  with  the  affiit- 
ance  of  a  few  good  friends,  he  has 
palled  through  all  the  ftations  be- 
longing to  a  feaman,  from  an  ap- 
prentice boy  in  the  coal  trade,  to 
a  Foil  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
he  has  had  no  opportunity  of  cul- 
tivating letters.  After  this  ac- 
count of  myfelf,  the  Public  muli 
not  expect  from  me  the  elegance  of 
aline  writer,  or  the  plaufibiliiy  of 
a  profefied  book-maker  ;  but  will, 
1  hope,  confider  me  as  a  piain  man, 
zealouily  exerting  hiaifelf  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  and  deter- 
mined to  give  the  bell  account  he 
is  able  of  his  proceedings." 

The  work  itfelf  will  be  the  bed 
comment  upon  this  apology  ;  and 
will  afford  furhcient  caufe  for  ac- 
knowledging the  modelly  of  the 
writer.  It  is  highly  embellifhed 
and  illuflrated  with  fixty-three  cop- 
per-plates, of  which  fourteen  are 
charts  and  plans  ;  fever,  are  repre- 
fentations  of  boats,  weapons,  and 
utcnfils  ;  five  are  filled  with  fub- 
jects  of  natural  hillory  ;  eighteen 
are  portraits  of  the  natives  of  va- 
rious iflands ;  and  nineteen  are 
views  and  landfcapes.  The  por- 
traits, views,  and  landfcapes,  were 
taken  upon  the  fpot  by  Mr. 
Hodges,  the  painter  who  went  out 
in  the  Refolmion,  and  have  been 
elegantly  engraved  by  the  mod 
eminent  artifts.  Many  of  thefe 
plates  have  great  merit ;  but 
through  fome  unaccountable  omif- 
fion,  there  are  no  explanations  of 
them,  nor  references  to  them  in 
the  text.  This  defect  is,  however, 
3  in 
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in  fome  degree  rectified,  by  a  lift 
of  them  prefixed  to  the  firft  vo- 
lume, in  which  they  are  number- 
ed, and  the  page  pointed  out  to 
which  they  feparately  refer  ;  but 
even  this  remedy  is  far  from  being 
fatisfactory. 

As   we  have  in  former  volumes 
given  large  extracts  from  the  jour- 
nals   of  our  fouthern    navigators, 
and   curious   defcriptions     of    the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  natives 
of  the  newly  difcovered  iflands,  as 
well  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  and  other  places,  it  will 
be  the  lefs  neceffary  to  be  diffufe  in 
the    prefent    article.     Perhaps   we 
could  not  felect  for  fo  much,  any 
thing  that  will  appear  more  curi- 
ous to  many  of  our  readers,  than 
an  account   of  the  naval   force  of 
Otaheite,  in   its  rtate  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  ir.vafion    of  a  neigh- 
bouring ifland.     From    fome   jea- 
loufyofour  people,  they  deferred 
proceeding  on   the  expedition    du- 
ring their  ftay,  which,  with  fome 
miilakes  and   mifapprehenfions  on 
both  fides,  prevented   the  follow- 
ing accounts  from  being  fo  perfect 
as  they  might  otherwife  have  been. 
Their  marine   will,  however,  ap- 
pear much  more  considerable,  than 
could   have    been  well   imagined, 
from  any   ideas   we    had  hitherto 
conceived  of  thefe  people. 

Our  author  fays,  "  In  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th,  I  went  down  to 
Oparree,  accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  officers  and  gentlemen,  to  pay 
Otoo  a  vifit  by  appointment.  As 
we  drew  near,  we  obferved  a  num- 
ber of  large  canoes  in  motion  ;  but 
were  furprized,  when  we  arrived, 
to  fee  upwards  of  three  hundred 
ranged  in  order,  for  fome  diftance, 
along  the  fhore,  all  completely 
equipped,  and  manned,  befides  a 


vaft  number  of  armed    men    upon 
the  fhore.     So  unexpected  an  ar- 
mament collected  together  in  our 
neighbourhood,  in  the  fpace  of  one 
night,  gave   rife  to   various  con- 
jectures.      We    landed,    however, 
in  the  midft  of  them,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  a  vaft  multitude,  many 
of  them    under   arms,    and  many 
not.     The  cry   of  the  latter  was 
Tiyo  no  Otoo,  and  that  of  the  for- 
mer Tiyo  no  Tomcha.     This   chief, 
we  afterwards  learnt,  was  admiral 
or   commander  of    the    fleet  and 
troops  prefent.     The  moment  we 
landed,  I  was  met  by  a  chief  whofe 
name  was  Tee,   uncle  to  the  king, 
and  one  of  his  prime  minifters,  of 
whom  I  enquired  for  Otoo.     Pre- 
fently  after,  we  were  met  by  Tow- 
ha,  who  received   me    with  great 
courtefy.     He  took  me  by  the  one 
hand,  and  Tee  by  the  other  ;  and, 
without    my    knowing  where  they 
intended  to  carry  me,  dragged  me, 
as  it  were,  through  the  crowd  that 
was  divided  into  two  parties,  both 
of  which   profeffed   themfelves  my 
friends  by  crying  out  Tiyo  no  Tootee. 
One    party  wanted   me    to  go  to 
Otoo,    and   the    other    to    remain 
with  Towha.  Coming  to  the  ufual 
place  of  audience,  a  mat  was  fpread 
for  me  to  fit  down  upon,  and  Tee 
left  me   to  go  and  bring  the  king. 
Towha  was  unwilling   I  fhould  fit 
down,  partly  infilling  en  my  go- 
ing with  him  ;  but,  as  I  knew  no- 
thing of  this  chief,  I    refufed    to 
comply.     Prefently  Tee  returned, 
and  wanted  to  conduct  me   to  the 
king,  taking  hold  of  my  hand  for 
that  purpofe.      This    Towha  op- 
pofed  :   fo   that,  between  the   one 
party  and  the  other,  I  was  like  to 
have  been  torn  in  pieces  ;  and  was 
obliged  to  defireTee  to  defift,  and 
to  kave  me  to  the  'admiral  and  his 
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p3rty,  who  conduced  me  down  to 
the  fleet.  As  foon  as  we  came  be- 
fore the  admiral's  vefTel,  we  found 
two  lines  of  armed  men  -:ra^n  up 
before  her,  to  keep  off  the  crowd, 
as  1  fuppofed,  and  to  cle;tr  th-.- 
for  me  to  go  in.  Bat,  us  I  was  de- 
termined not  to  go,  1  made  the  wa- 
ter,  which  was  beuveea  me  and 
her,  an  excufe.  This  did  not  an- 
fwer  ;  for  a  man  immediately 
fquatted  himlelf  down  at  my  feet, 
olFering  to  carry  me  ;  and  then  i 
-ed  1  would  not  go.  That 
very  moment  Towha  quitted  me, 
without  my  feeing  which  way  he 
went,    nor  r»y  one  inform 

me.  Turning  tnyfelf  round  J  law 
Tee,  who,  1  believe,  had  never 
loll  fight  of  me.  Inquiring  of  him 
for  the  king,  he  told  me  he  was 
gone  into  the  country  Mataou,  and 
advifcd  me  to  go  to  my  boat  ; 
which  we  accordingly  did,  as  foon 
as  we  could  get  collected  tog 
For  Mr.  Ldgcumbe  waa  I 
perl  n  that  could  keep,  with  me  ; 
the  others  b«ing  jollied  about  in 
the  crowd,  in  the  lame  mamu  v< ; 
had  been. 

**  When  we  got  into  our  boat, 
we  took  cur  time  to  view  this 
grand  fleet.  The  veffels  1 
confiited  of  an  hundred  and  fixty 
large  double  canoe  ,  very  well 
equipped,  manneJ,  and  armed. 
But  I  am  not  lure  that  they  had 
their  full  complement  of  men  or 
ro.oersj  i  rather  think  not.  The 
chiefs,  and  all  thofe  on  the  light- 
ing Itag^s,  were  drelTed  in 
war  habits  ;  that  is,  in  a  vail  quan- 
tity of  cloth,  turbans,  breall- 
plates,  and  helmets.  Some  of  the 
latter  were  of  fuch  a  length  as 
greatly  to  incumber  the  wearer. 
Indeed,  their  whole  drefs  feemed 
to  be  ill  calculated  for  the  day  of 
Vol.  XX. 


battle,  and  to  be  defigned  more  for 
m   ufe.     Be  this  as  it  CO 

randear  to  the 
profpeft,  as   they  were  fo  complai- 
fant  as  to    fhew  themfelves  to  the 
id  vantage.     The  veflels  were 
decorated    with  .     :. reamers, 

Sec.  ;    fo    that    tl  .  ■    made  a 

e  appearance, 
as  we  nad  never  feen  before  in  this 
fea,  and   what  no  one  would  have 
expected.      Their     inftruments    of 
war  were  clubs,  fpears,  and  ftones. 
The    veffe's     were     ranged    dole 
along-fide  of  each  other,  wich 
head  alhore,  and  their  item  to  the 
fem;     the    admiral's    vefTel    being 
nearly  in   the  centre.     Defides  the 
velTels  of  war,  there  were  an  hun- 
dred   and    feventy    fail  of  fmxller 
double    canoes,    all  with    a    little 
houfe  upon  them,  and   rigged  with 
".nd  fail,  v. hich    the  war  ca- 
noes hid   not.     Thefe,  we  judged, 
were  deiigned   for  tranfport?,    vic- 
tuallers, &c.  ;  for    in  the  war  ca- 
noes was  ro  fort  of  provifiens  what- 
ever.    In  thefe  three  hundred  and 
thirty  veffels  I  guelTcd  there  were 
no  lefs  than    (even  thoufand  feven 
hundred   and  fixry  men  ;  a  number 
which    appears    incredible,  efpeci- 
ally  as  we  were  told  they  ali  be- 
longed to  the  diftricts  of  Attahou- 
rou  and  Ahopatea.     In  this  com- 
,•1  1  allow  to  each  war  canoe 
forty  men,  troops  and  rowers,  and 
to  each  of  the  fmall  canoes  eight. 
Molt  of   the  gentlemen  who  were 
with    me,  thought    the  number  of 
men  belonging   to  the  war  canoes 
exceeded  this.     It  is  certain,  that 
the  moit  of  them  were  fitted  to  row 
with  more  paddles  than   I  have  al- 
lowed    them     men  ;    but,    at     this 
time,  I   think  they  were  no:  com- 
plete.    Tupia    informed  us,  when 
I  was    firft    here,  that    the  whole 
R  ifland 
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ifland  raifed  only  between  fix  and 
feven  thoufand  men  ;  but  we  now 
faw  two  diilrids  only  raife  that 
number  5  fo  that  he  mull  have 
taken  his  account  from  fome  old 
eflablifhment ;  or  elfe  he  only 
meant  Tatatcus,  that  is  warriors, 
or  men  trained  frcm  their  infancy 
to  arms,  and  did  not  include  the 
rowers,  and  thofe  neceflary  to  na- 
rigate  the  other  vefiels.  I  mould 
think  he  only  fpoke  of  this  num- 
ber as  the  {landing  troops  or  militia 
of  the  ifland,  and  not  their  whole 
force.  This  point  1  mall  leave  to 
be  difcufled  in  another  place,  and 
return  to  the  fubjedl. 

"  After  we  had  well -viewed  this 
fleet,  I  wanted  much  to  have  feen 
the  admiral*  to  have  gone  with 
him  on  board  the  war  canoes.  We 
inquired  for  him  as  we  rowed  pail 
the  fleet  to  no  purpofe.  We  put 
afhore  and  inquired  ;  but  the  noife 
and  crowd  was  fo  great  that  no  one 
attended  to  what  we  faid.  At  laft 
Tee  came  and  whifpered  us  in  the 
ear,  that  Otoo  was  gone  to  Mata- 
vai,  advifing  us  to  return  thither, 
and  no*  to  land  where  we  were. 
We,  accordingly,  proceeded  for 
the  fhip  ;  and  this  intelligence  and 
advice  received  from  Tee,  gave 
rife  to  naw  conjectures.  In  wort, 
we  concluded  that  this  Towha  was 
fome  powerful  difaffected  chief, 
who  was  upon  the  point  of  making 
war  againll  his  fovereign  ;  for  we 
could  not  imagine  Otoo  had  any 
other  reafcn  for  leaving  Oparree  in 
the  manner  he  did. 

"  We  had  not  been  long  gone 
from  Oparree,  before  the  whole 
fleet  was  in  motion,  to  the  welt- 
ward,  from  whence  it  came.  When 
we  got  to  Matavai,  our  friends 
there  told  us,  that  this  fleet  was 
part  of  the  armament  intended  to 
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go  againfl  Eimeo,  whofe  chief  had 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Otaheite, 
and  aflumed  an  independency.  We 
were  likewife  informed  that  Otoo 
neither  was  nor  had  been  at  Mata- 
vai ;  fo  that  we  were  flill  at  a  lofs 
to  know  why  he  fled  from  Oparree. 
This  occalioned  another  trip  thi- 
ther in  the  afternoon,  where  we 
found  him,  and  now  underflood 
that  the  reafon  of  his  not  feeing 
me  in  the  morning  was,  that  fome 
of  his  people  having  ftolen  a  quan- 
tity of  my  clothesj  which  were  on 
fhore  wafhing,  he  was  afraid  I 
fhould  demand  rellitution.  He  re- 
peatedly afked  me  if  I  was  not  an- 
gry ;  and  when  I  allured  him  that 
J  was  not,  and  that  they  might 
keep  what  they  had  got,  he  was 
fatisfied.  Towha  was  alarmed, 
partly  on  the  fame  account.  He 
thought  I  was  difpleafed  when  I 
refufed  to  go  aboard  his  vellel ; 
and  I  was  jealous  of  feeing  fuch  a 
force  in  our  neighbourhood  with- 
out being  able  to  know  any  thing 
ofitsdefign.  Thus,  by  miflaking 
one  another,  I  loft  the  opportunity 
of  examining  more  narrowly  into 
part  of  the  naval  force  of  this  ifle, 
and  making  myfelf  better  acquaint- 
ed with  its  manoeuvres.  Such  an 
opportunity  may  never  occur ,  as 
it  was  commanded  by  a  brave,  fen- 
fible,  and  intelligent  chief,  who 
would  have  fatisfied  us  in  all  the* 
queflions  we  had  thought  proper  to 
afk ;  and,  as  the  objedls  were  be- 
fore us,  we  could  not  well  have 
mifunderflood  each  other.  It  hap- 
pened unluckily  that  Oedidee  was 
not  with  us  in  the  morning  ;  for 
Tee,  who  was  the  only  man  we 
could  depend  on,  ferved  only  to 
perplex  us.  Matters  being  thus 
cleared  up,  and  mutual  prefents 
having  paffefl   bctweea    Otto  and 
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me,  we  took  leave  and  returned  on 
board." 

We  (hall  enlaVge  and  conclude 
this  article,  with  our  author's  re- 
view of  another  war  fquadron,  and 
his  computation^  of  the  naval 
ftrength  of  the  ifland. 

'*  We  had  no  fooner  difpatched 
our  friends  than  we  fiw  a  number 
of  war  canoes  coming  round  the 
point  of  Oparree.  Being  defirous 
of  having  a  nearer  view  of  them, 
accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers 
and  gentlemen,  I  haftened  down 
to  Oparree,  which  we  reached  be- 
fore all  the  canoes  were  landed,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  in 
what  manner  they  approached  the 
fhore.  When  they  got  before  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  land, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  divi- 
fions,  confifting  of  three  or  four, 
or  perhaps  more,  lamed  fquare  and 
cloie  along-fide  of  each  other;  and 
then  each  divifion,  one  after  the 
other,  paddled  in  for  the  more 
with  all  their  might,  and  conduc- 
ed in  fo  judicious  a  manner  that 
they  formed,  and  clofed  a  line, 
along  the  fhore,  to  an  inch.  The 
towers  were  encouraged  to  excite 
their  ftrength  by  their  leaders  on 
the  ftages,  and  directed  by  a  man 
who  ftood  with  a  wand  in  his  hand 
in  the  fore-part  of  the  middlemott 
verTel.  This  man,  by  words  and 
actions,  directed  the  paddlers  when 
all  mould  paddle,  when  either  the 
one  fide  or  the  other  fhould  cea^, 
&c.  ;  for  the  fteering  paddles  alone 
were  not  fufficient  to  direct  them. 
All  thefc  motions  they  oblerved 
with  fuch  quickneTs  as  clearly 
fhewed  them  to  be  expert  in  their 
bulinefs.  After  Mr.  Hodges  had 
.made  a  drawing  of  them,  as  they 
lay  ranged  along  the  fhore,  we 
landed,  and   took  a  nearer  view  of 


them  by  going  on  board  fevera!. 
This  fleet  confided  of  fortv  fail; 
equipped  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  we  had  feen  before,  belonged 
to  the  little  oiilrifl  of  Tettaha, 
and  were  come  to  Oparree  to  be 
reviewed  before  the  king,  as  the 
former  Beet  had  been.  There 
were  attending  on  this  fleet  fosse 
fraall  double  canoes,  which  they 
called  Marais,  having  on  heir 
fore-part  a  kind  of  double  bed- 
place  laid  over  with  green  leaves, 
each  juft  fufficient  to  hold  one  man. 
Thele,  they  told  us,  were  to  lav 
their  dejd  upon  ;  their  chiefs,  I 
fuppofe  they  meant,  otherwife  their 
fhin  mutt  be  few.  Otoo,  who  was 
prelcnt,  caufed,  at  my  rcqueit, 
fome  of  their  troops  to  go  through 
their  exercife  on  fhore.  Two  par- 
ties firft  began  with  clubs,  but  this 
was  over  almoft  as  fcon  as  begun  ; 
io  that  I  had  no  time  to  make  my 
obfervations  upon  it.  They  then 
went  to  Angle  combat,  and  exhi- 
bited the  various  methods  of  fight- 
ing with  great  alertnefs ;  parrying 
off"  the  blow.-,  and  pufhes,  which 
each  combatant  aimed  at  the  other, 
with  great  dexterity.  Their  arms 
were  clubs  and  fpears ;  the  latter 
they  alio  ufe  as  dart?.  In  fighting 
with  the  club,  all  blows  intended 
to  be  given  the  legs,  were  evaded 
by  leaping  over  it ;  and  thofe  in- 
tended for  the  head,  by  couching  a 
little  and  leaping  on  one  fide  ; 
thus  the  blow  would  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  fpear  or  dart  was 
parried,  by  fixing  the  point  of  a 
fpear  in  the  ground  right  bcfoie 
them,  holding  it  in  an  inclined 
pcfition,  more  Or  lefs  elevated  ac- 
cording to  the  part  of  the  body 
they  faw  their  antagonift  intend- 
ing to  make  a  pufh,  or  throw  his 
dart  at,  and  by  moving  the  hand 
K  2  a  little 
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a  little  to  the  right  or  left,  either 
the  one  or  ihe  other  was  turned  off 
wrh  great  eafe.  I  thought  that 
when  one  combatant  had  parried 
off  the  blows,  &c.  of  the  other, 
he  did  not  ufe  the"  ad  vantage  which 
feerr.ed  to  me  to  accrue.  As,  for 
inftance  ;  after  he  had  parried  off 
a  dart,  he  ftill  flood  on  the  defen- 
sive, and  fuffered  his  antagonist  to 
take  up  another,  when- I  thought 
there  was  time  to  run  him  through 
the  body.  Thefe  combatants  had 
no  fuperuuous  drefs  upon  them  ; 
an  unueceffary  piece  of  cloth  or 
two,  which  they  had  on  when  they 
began,  were  prefently  torn  off  bv 
the  by-ltanders,  and  given  to  feme 
of  our  gentlemen  prefent.  This 
being  over,  the  fleet  departed  ; 
not  in  any  order,  but  as  faft  as 
they  could  be  got  afloat  ;  and  we 
went  with  Otco  to  one  of  his  dock- 
yards, where  the  two  large  pabies 
or  canoes  were  building,  each  of 
which  was  an  hundred  and  eight 
test  long.  They  were  aim  oft  ready 
to  launch,  and  were  in;ended  to 
make  one  joint  double  pabie  or  ca- 
noe. The  king  begged  of  me  a 
grappling  and  rope,  to  which  I 
adde  d  an  Englifh  jack  and  pendant 
(with  the  ufe  of  which  he  was  well 
acquainted),  and  defired  die  pabie 
might  be  called  Britannia.  This 
he  very  readily  agreed  to  ;  and  Ihe 
was  named  accordingly. 

«<  I  never  could'  learn  what 
number  of  yeflels  were  to  go  on 
this  expedition.  We  knew  of  no 
more  than  two  hundred  and  ten, 
hefldes  fmallcr  canoes  to  ferve  as 
tranfports>  &c«  and  >the  fleet  of 
Tiarabou*  the  ftrengthof  which 
we  never  learnt.  Nor  could  I  ever 
learn  the  number  of  men  neceflary 
to  man  t^is  fleet ;  and  whenever  I 
'afked  the  «H>e#ion,  the  anfwer  was, 
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JVarouy  nvarou,  ivarou  te  Tata,  that 
is  many,  many,  many  men  ;  as 
if  the  number  far  exceeded  their 
arithmetic.  If  we  allow  farty  men 
to  each  war  canoe,  Fand  four  to 
each  of  the  others,  which  is  thought 
a  moderate  computation,  the  num- 
ber will  amount  to  nine  thoufand. 
An  aftonilhing  number  to  be  raifed 
in  four  diftricls  ;  and  one  of  them, 
viz.  Matavai,  did  not  equip  a 
fourth  part  of  its  fleet.  The  fleet 
of  Tiarabou  is  not  included  in  this 
account ;  and  many  other  diftricls 
might  be  arming,  which  we  knew 
nothing  of.  I,  however,  believe, 
that  the  whole  ifle  did  not  arm  on 
this  occafion  ;  for  we  faw  not  the 
leaft  preparations  making  in  Opar- 
ree.  From  what  we  faw  and  could 
learn,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  chief,  or  chiefs,  of  each  dif- 
trict  luperintended  the  equipping 
of  the  fleet  belonging  to  that  dil- 
trift ;  but,  after  they  are  equipped, 
they  muft  pafs  in  review  before  the 
k'ng,  and  be  approved  of  by  him. 
Ly  this  means  he  knows  the  ftate 
of  the  whole,  before  they  aflemble 
to  go  on  fervice. 

"  It  hath  been  already  obferved, 
that  the  number  of  war  canoes  be- 
longing to  Attahourou  and  Aho- 
pata  was  an  hundred  and  fixty,  to 
Tettaha  forty,  and  to  Matavai 
ten,  and  that  this  diftricl:  did  not 
equip  one-fourth  part  of  their 
number.  If  we  fuppofe  every  dif- 
trift  in  the  ifland,  of  which  there 
are  forty-three,  to  raife  and  equip 
the  fame  number  of  war  canoes  as 
Tettaha,  we  fhall  find,  by  this 
eftimate,  that  the  whole  ifland  can 
raife  and  equip  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty  war  canoes, 
and  iixty-eight  thoufand  able  men, 
allowing  forty  men  to  each  canoe. 
And,   as   thefe    cannot   amount   to 
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above  one-third  part  of  the  num- 
ber of  both  fexes,  children  includ- 
ed, the  whole  iiland  cannot  con- 
tain lefs  than  two  hundred  and  four 
thoufand  inhabitants  ;  a  number 
which,  at  fin!  fight,  exceeded  my 
belief.  But,  when  I  came  to  re- 
fled  on  the  vail  fwarms  which  ap- 
peared wherever  we  came,  1  was 
convinced  that  this  eitimate  was 
not  much,  if  at  all,  too  great. 
There  cannot  be  a  greater  proof  of 
the  richneis  and  fertility  of  Ota- 
heite  (not  forty  leagues  in  circuit) 
than  its  fupporting  fuch  a  number 
of  inhabitants." 


A  Code  o/'Gentoi  Laws  or  Ordina- 
tions   of  the    Pundits.       Frcra   a 
Perfian  Tranjlation,  made  from  ihs 
Original,  written  in  the  Shanfcrit 
uage. 

THE  extent  and  population  of 
our  territorial  acquiiitions  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  far  exceed  every 
thing  that  in  Europe  has  been  hi- 
therto generally  conceived  of  them. 
The  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orixa,  are  faid  to  contain  near 
ten  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  the 
other  fettlements  are  fuppofed  to 
contain  two  millions  more.  But  it 
is  not  the  magnitude  alone  of  this 
greit  branch  of  our  empire  that 
deferves  our  attention. — The  man- 
ners, the  hiilory,  the  religion,  of 
the  natives,  are  all  of  them  objects 
worthy  the  moll  minute  investiga- 
tion. 

The  Hindoos  are  of  a  timorous, 
mild,  and  peaceable  difpofition. 
Before  the  invafion  of  the  Maho- 
medans  they  were  governed  by 
laws,  to  which  they  uniformly 
afcribe  the  moll  remote  and  divine 
origin.      Their  Mahometan   con- 


querors eilablilhed,  as  far  as  their 
ravages  extended,  both  the  reli- 
gion and  laws  of  Mahomet. — 
"  Hence,"  as  the  Pundits  exprefs 
themfelves  in  the  prefatory  dif- 
courfe,  "  a  contrariety  of  cuiloms 
arofe,  and  all  affairs  were  tranfaft- 
ed  according  to  the  principles  of 
faith  in  the  conquering  party  ;  up- 
on which,  perpetual  oppofitions 
were  engendered,  and  continual 
differences  in  the  decrees  of  juliice; 
fo  that  in  every  place  the  immedi- 
ate m.i  lecided  all  caufes  ac- 
cording to  his  own  religion;  and 
the  laws  of  Mahomed  were  the 
ilandard  of  judgment  for  the  Hin- 
doos :  hence'  terror  and  confulioa 
found  a  way  to  all  the  people,  and 
juliice  was  not  impartially  admi- 
niilered."  The  fetdement  of  Eu- 
ropean nations  in  India  clid  not  con- 
tribute to  leffen  thele  dilorders.  O.i 
the  contrary,  as  they  too  were  de- 
firous  of  introducing  their  feveral 
fyftems  of  jurifprudence,  the  difor- 
der  has  been  augmented,  and  the 
confuiion  woife  confounded. 

Such  has  been  one  c'.afs  of  hard- 
fhips  under  which  that  unhappy 
country  has  laboured.  We  are, 
however,  glad  to  find,  that  it  has 
at  length  been  thought  an  object 
worthy  of  the  moll  feriotts  atten- 
tion of  the  company,  to  adopt 
fome  mode  of  conciliating  the  af- 
fections, by  paying  a  proper  re- 
gard to  the  inititutior.s,  the  cof- 
toms,  and  prejudices  of  the  natives. 
With  a  view  o!  forwarding  (o 
laudable  an  intention,  a  thought 
fuggelted  itfelf  to  Mr.  Hailings,  of 
procuring  a  code  of  the  laws  and 
cultoms  of  the  Gentoos.  For  this 
purpofe  bramins,  learned  in  the 
Shailer,  were  invited  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  Fort* 
William  in  Calcutta,  which  is  the 
R  5  capital 


246        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1777. 


capital  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  ;  and 
the  moft  authentic  books,  both  an- 
cient and  modern,  (a  lift  of  which 
is  given  in  the  work)  were  col- 
lected, and  the  original  text,  de- 
livered in  the  Hindoo  language, 
was  faithfully  translated  into  the 
Perfian  idiom.  They  began  their 
work  May  1773,  and  finished  it  by 
the  end  of  February  1 775. 

Such  is  the  account  given  us  of 
the  rife  and  execution  of  this  curi- 
ous and  interesting  volume,  from 
which,  to  ule  the  tranflator's  words, 
"  a  precife  idea  may  be  formed  of 
the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  thefe 
people,  which,  to  their  great  in- 
jury, have  been  long  mifrepre- 
fented  in  the  weitern  world." 
From  hence  alio  materials  may  be 
collected  towards  the  legal  accom- 
plishment of  a  new  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment in  Bengal,  wherein  the 
Britifh  laws  may  in  fome  degree  be 
fattened  and  tempered  by  a  mo- 
derate attention  to  the  peculiar  and 
national  prejudices  of  the  Hindoo  ; 
fome  of  whofe  inftitutes,  however 
fanciful  and  unaccountable,  may 
perhaps  be  preferable  to  any  which 
could  b*"  fubftituted  in  their  room. 
They  are  interwoven  with  the  reli- 
gion of  the  country,  and  are  there- 
fore revered  as  of  the  higheft  au- 
thority :  they  are  conditions  by 
which  they  hold  their  rank  in  So- 
ciety :  long  ufage  has  perfuaded 
them  of  their  equity,  and  they 
will  always  gladly  embrace  the  per- 
miffion  to  obey  them;  to  be  obli- 
ged to  renounce  their  obedience 
would  probably  be  efteemed  a- 
mongft  them  a  real  hardfhip." 

Jn  the  preliminary  difcourfe,  af- 
ter a  few  general  and  introductory 
obrervations  upon  the  mythology 
of  the  Gentoos,  the  tranflator  has 
given  a  Short  account  of  the  Shan- 
icrit  language,  and  an  explanation 


of  fucb  paSTages  in  the  body  of  the 
code  as  might  appear  by  their  pe- 
culiarity or  repugnance  to  our  Sen- 
timents, to  lie  moft  open  to  objec- 
tion.  Amongft  thele,  we  could 
have  wiShed,  as  we  Should  be  Sorry 
to  entertain,  in  any  reSpect,  a  lets 
favourable  opinion  of  the  author's 
understanding,  than  his  great  in-; 
genuity  feems  to  *deferve,  that  he 
had  not  profeffed  himSelf  fo  ferious 
an  advocate  for  the  wild  and  extra- 
vagant chronology  of  the  bra- 
mins. 

The  Hindoos,  he  fays,  reckon 
the  duration  of  the  world  by  four 
joques  or  difiincl  ages.  The  lit  is 
Said  to  have  laSted  3,200,000  years, 
and  they  hold,  that  the  life  of  man 
was  in  that  age  extended  to  100,000 
years,  and  that  his  Stature  was  21 
cubits, 

lafted.  Life  of  man. 

2d,     2,4.00,000  io;ooo 

3d,     1,600,000  1, coo 

4th,       400,000  100 

Of  this  lait  or  preSent  age  5000 
years  are  SuppoSed  to  be  pait.  Com- 
putation, as  the  author  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  is  loft,  and  conjecture  over- 
whelmed in  the  attempt  to  adjuft 
fuch  aftoniShing  Spaces  of  time  to 
our  own  confined  notions  of  the 
world's  epoch.  And  yet,  extrava- 
gant as  this  may  appear,  the  tran- 
slator feems  inclined  to  think  that 
it  comes  recommended  to  us  with 
at  leaft  equal  marks  of  authenticity 
with  any  other  hiftory  of  the  crea- 
tion. We  are  afterwards  told  of 
one  Munnoo,  an  author  who  flou- 
rished early  in  the  futtee  joque,  or 
firft  age,  and  of  Jage  Bulk  who 
lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  tirtal, 
or  fecond  age,  whofe  works  are 
Still  extant,  and  from  which  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  prefent  compi- 
lation has  been  made.  It  does  not 
fall  in  with  our  defign  to  attempt 

to 
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to  convince  Mr.  Halhed  of  the  ex- 
travagancy of  thefe  affertions.  had 
he  given  himfelf  but  a  little  time 
to  reflect  upon  the  abfurdiues  or 
their  geography  (Vid.  page  civ  ) 
with  regard  to  which  I  apprehena 
he  would  not  be  thought  to  enter- 
tain any  doubts,  it  might  have  led 
him  at  leaft  to  have  iulpected  that  a 
people  who  could  be  io  grohly  ig- 
norant in  things  which  lay  perpetu- 
ally before  them,  and  which  were 
palpable  to  their  fenfes,  might  be 
equally  extravagant  in  a  iaence, 
the  objea  of  which  is  fleeting  and 
transient. 

The  code  is  divided  into  tw« 

one  chapters,  the  heads   of   which 

are  as    follows.      |.  Lending   aid 

borrowing.       2.    The    divilion    of 

inheritable   property.       3.    Juihce. 

4.  Trull   or  depofit.     5.  Selling   a 

Granger's     property.        6.    Shares. 

7.  Gift.     8.  Servitude.     9.  Wages. 

lo.     Kent.       II.     Purchal'e.        12. 

Boundaries.       13.     Snare*     in    the 

cultivation    of    lands.       14-    Cities 

and  towns.      15.  Scandal.    16.   Al- 

fault.      17.'    Theft.      18.   Violence. 

19.   Adultery.     20.  Women.      21. 

bundry  articles. 

Amongtt    H»any    other     curious 
particulars,  tne   reader,  no   doubt, 
«rill   be  aftonifhed    to   meet  with    a 
prohibition  cf  the  life  of  rire-arms, 
10    records,    which    lay  a  claim  to 
fuch    unfathomable    antiquity.      It 
certainly   gives  fome  colour  to  the 
conjeaures  of  thoi'e  commentators, 
who  have   fuppofed,    frcm   a    well 
known  paiTage  in  Quintus  Curtius, 
that  Alexander  abfolutely  met  with 
fome  weapons  of  that  kind  in  In- 
dia :  and  the  extraordinary  accounts 
which  are  given  of  the-  Feu  Gregcois 
of    the    Crufades,    will    alfo    gain 
fome    degree    of   probability   from 
the  defcription  given  of  the  Indian 
Agntt-  After. 


We    might  tranferibe  the  whole 
book,  were  we  to  attempt  to  give 
an  account  of  all  the  peculiarities 
contained  in  this  cede  of  brammi- 
cal   jurifprudence.      The   laws,  as 
might    be    imagined,     Are    for  the 
nv.it  part  local    and  characterise. 
They  frequently  bear  ftrong  marks 
01  the  remoteft  antiquity,  and  leem 
in    many    in  nances    calculated    for 
the  crude  conceptions  of  an  alrncft 
illiterate    people,    upon    their    fir  It 
civilization.      We     mull     therefore 
be   coatent  with  laying  before  our 
readers,  as  a  Ipecimen  of  the  inge- 
nious Mandator's  abilities,  his  ob- 
k-rvations  upon  fome  of   the    molt 
remarkable  palTages  in  the  work.  _ 

"  The  rights  of  inheritance,  in 
the  fecond  chapter,  are  laid  down 
with  the  utmclt  precifion,  and  with 
the  ttriaeit  attention  to  the  natural 
claim  of   the  inheritor  in  the  feve- 
ral  degrees  of  affinity.     A  man  is 
herein  confidered  but  as  tenant  for 
life  in  his  own   property;  and,  as 
all   opportunity  or"  dillnbuting  his 
effects  by   willi  after  his  death,  is 
precluded,    hardly    any  mention  is 
made  of  luch  Rind  of  bequeft.     By 
thefe  ordinances  alfo,  he  is  hinder- 
ed  from  difpofleffing  his   children 
of  his  property  in  favour  of  aliens, 
and  from  making  a  blind  and  par- 
tial allotment  in  behalf  of  a  favou- 
rite child,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
refl  ;    by    which   the    weaknefs    of 
parental    affection,    or    of   a    mif- 
guided  mind  in  its  dotage,   is  ad- 
mirably    remedied.       Thefe    laws 
alio  ftrongly  elucidate  the  llory  of 
the  prodigal  fon  in  the  Scriptures, 
fince  it  appears  from  hence  to  have 
been  an  immemorial  cuftom  in  the 
eaft  for  fons  to  demand  their  por- 
tion   of    inheritance    curing    their 
father's  life-time,  and  that  the  pa- 
rent,   however  aware  of  the  di  flj- 
pated    inclinations    of   his    child, 
P  R  could 
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could  not  legally  refufe  to  comply    been  in  the  darkeft  ages  of  anti- 
with  the  application.  quity. 

"  Though  polygamy  has  been  "  We  find  a  particular  injunc- 
conftantly  piactifed  and  univerfally  tion  and  Jefcription  of  a  certain 
allowed  under  all  the  religions  that  water  ordeal  among  the  fiiit  laws 
have  obtained  in  Alia,  u-e  meet  didated  to  Moles  by  God  himfelf; 
with  very  few  inftances  of  permit-  it  is  contained  in  the  fifth  chapter 
ted  polyandry,  or  a  plurality  of  of  Numbers,  from  the  twelfth  to 
hufbinds,  fuch  as  mentioned  in  the  the  thirtieth  verfe,  and  is  for  the 
fourteenth  feclion  of  this  chapter  : 
but  a  gentleman,  who  has  lately 
viiited  the  kingdoms  of  Boutan 
and  Thibet,  h  d,  that  the 

fame  cuftorn  is  almoft  geneial  to 
this  day  in  thofe  countries  j  where 
one  wife  frequently  ferves  all  the 
males  of  a  whole  family,  without 
being    the    caufe   of    any    uncom- 


fatisfadion  of  jealous  hulbands,  in 
the  immediate  detection,  or  ac- 
quittal of  their  wives. 

**  Tn  the  two  fucceeding  chap- 
ters no  ur.ufual  matter  occurs,  but 
fuch  as  good  fenfe  and  a  freedom 
from  prejudice  will  eafily  develope: 
but,  in  the  fecond  fedion  of  the 
fixth  chapter,  a  paffage  appears, 
mon  jealoufy  or  difunion  among  which,  upon  a  flight  examination, 
them.  might  give  the  reader  a  very  indif- 

*'  The  chapter  of  juilice,  in  its  ferent  opinion  of  the  Gentoo  fyf- 
general  tendency,  fcems  to  te  one  tern  of  government,  viz.  **  A  law 
of  the  beft  in  the  whole  code.    Ihe     to  regulate  the  fhares  of  robbers." 


neceffary  qualifications  for  the  ar- 
bitrator,  the  rules  for  the  exami- 
nation of  witneffes,  and  the  requi- 
fues  for  propriety  of  evidence,  are 
ilated  with  as  much  accuracy  and 
depth  of  judgment  as  the  genera- 
lity of  thofe  in  our  own  courts.  In 
this  chapter  mention  is  made  of  the 
Purrekeh,  or  trial  by  ordeal,  which 
is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  inftitutes 
for  the  diftinguifhing  criterion  of 
guilt  and  innocence  that  hath  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  facred  or 
profane  hiftory :  fire  or  water  were 
the  ufual  reiources  upcn  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  and  they  were  conitantly 
prepared  and  fandified  by  the  fo- 
lemnities  of  a  religious  ceremonial. 
The  modes  of  this  ordeal  are  va- 
rious in  India,  according  to  the 
choice  of  the   parties  or  the  nature 


T-his  ordinance  by  no  means  re- 
fpeds  the  domeftic  difturbers  of 
the  tranquillity  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, or  viclaters  of  the  firffc 
principles  of  fociety,  but  only  fuch 
bold  and  hardy  adventurers  as  fally 
forth  to  levy  contributions  in  a  fo- 
reign province.  Unjull  as  this  be- 
haviour may  appear  in  the  eye  of 
equity,  it  bears  the  moft  genuine 
itamp  of  antiquity,  and  corre- 
fponds  entirely  with  the  manners 
of  the  early  Grecians,  at  or  before 
the  period  of  the  Trojan  war,  and 
of  the  weitern  nations,  before  their 
emerfion  from  barbarifm  ;  a  prac- 
tice ftill  kept  up  among  the  piratic 
ftates  of  Barbary  to  its  fulleft  extent 
by  fea,  and  probably  among  many 
herds  of  Tartars  and  Arabian  ban- 
ditti    by     land.       However,     the 


of  the  offence  ;  but  the  infallibility  known  exiftence  and  originality  of 
of  the  refult  is  to  this  day  as  im-  this  favage  fyftem  will  juftify  the 
plicitly  believed,  as  it  could  have    Gentoo  raagiftrate  of  thofe  ancient 

periods 
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periods  in  aflilting  the  freebooters 
with  his  a  !  participating 

in  their  plunder,  when,  at  that 
time,  fuch  expeditions  were  elteem- 
ed  boih  legal  ^nd  honourable. 

•*  The  many  rules  hid  down  in 
the  20  ii  chapter,  for  the  prefer  va- 
tion  of  domeliic  authority  to  the 
huftnnd,  are  relics  of  that  charac- 
terise discipline  of  Ana,  which 
facred  and  profane  writers  tefl 
have  exilt 
where  worn 

:  .       ■ 

lord;,  confined  within  the  w. 
a  haram,  or  bufied  without  doors  in 
drudgerie-  g  their  de- 

licacy.   The  Trojan  pri: 
employed   in    w  .nen  ;    and 

Rebecca    was    :  .   vered    by 

Abraham's  fervant  with  a  -t 
upon  her  fhouider  to  water  camels. 
*'   Two  women    fliail    be   grinding 
at    the    mill,"    fays    the   pre 
but  the   notoriety  of  this  fai 
>  i  >.tes  the  necellity   of  quotations  : 
it  may  juft  be  obl'erved,  that  Solo- 
mon, in  prainn^  .1  good  wife,  men- 
tions, that  "   Sne  riles  while  it  is 
yet  night,"  which  we  m  >.:  luppofe 
to  be  before  her  liuiba-iJ  ;   ai 
find  this  to  be  one  of  the  qualifica- 
tions for  a  good  Gentoo  wife  alfo. 

"  The  latter  part  of  this  chapter 
relates  to  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stance of  women's   burning  them- 
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felves  with  their  deceafed  hufbtmds : 
—The  terms  of  the  injunction  as 
there  let  forth  ere  plain,  moderate, 
and  conditional  :  "  It  is  proper  for 
a  woman  to  burn  with  her  hul. 
corps  ;"    and   a    proportionate   re- 

...       .  in  compenfatu 
her  furferings.    Notwithstanding  the 
ordinance    is    no:   in    the    abfolute 
omniand,  it  is  furel 
I  :o  iland  for  a 
C  only  proof  that  it 
is  not  is    the    proposal    of 

ity    as    an    alterna- 
tive, is   not  to  be   ; 
for   an    equivalent.     The    b- 

to  look  upon  this  lacritice  as 
one  of  the  firft  principles  of  their 
n,  the  caafe  oi  which  it 
1  !  hardly  be  orthodox  to  invef- 
tigate.  There  are,  however,  feve- 
ral  rellriiftions  •  •  t  to  it,  as 

wo. nan  mull  not  burn  h 

ith  child,  ncr  if  her  huf- 
died  at  a  ililtance  from  her, 
re  his  turban  and 
n  at  the  pile,  with 
other  exceptions  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  the  ,  conceal  from  the 

eyes  of  the  world,  among  the  other 
myfteries  of  their  faith  :  but  i\e 
are  convinced  equally  by  informa- 
tion and  experience,  that  the  cuf- 
tom  has  not  for  the  moft  part  fallen 
into  diluetude  in  India,  as  a  cele- 
brated writer  has  fuppofed." 
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drawn  during  the  voyage  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  engraved  hy  the  mojl  eminent 
vtafers.      2  vols.   qto.  234. 

A  code  of  Gentoo  laws  or  ordinations  of  the  Pundits  ;  from  a  Perfiian  tranfia- 
tion,  made  from  the  original,  written  in  the  Shanfcrit  language.  245 
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